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NOTICE. 


Ik  tiiis  pul^mtioD,  the  eombate  of  Borifa,  Vimiefo, 
and  Conina»  and  tlie  cbafacto  of  Sir  John  Moore,  have 

been  entirely  recomposed.  The  other  battles  and  sieges 
are»  with  moie  or  less  compression  of  details,  traneoripta 
»  from  tibe  HkUny  of  the  Penimmla  War.  Thus  amnged 
they  will  perhaps  most  effectually  exhibit  the  constant 
eneigy  of  the  British  Boldier,  and  draw  attention  in  their 
M^honhoods  to  the  veterans  who  still  siirvm.  Few 
of  those  hrave  men  have  more  than  a  scanty  provision ; 
many  have  none ;  and  nearly  all,  oppressed  with  woimds, 
disease,  and  poverty, — sure  attendants  on  an  old  soldier's 
services, — feel  life  a  burthen  so  heavy  as  to  make  them 
envy  the  lot  of  comrades  who  threw  it  off  early  on  the 
Held  of  battle. 

For  the  anthonticity  of  the  events  the  reader  has  this 
goaiantee.   The  anthor  was  cither  an  eye-witness  of  what 

he  relates,  or  acquired  his  kiiuwledge  from  others  who 
were — pemons  of  no  mean  aathohty.  Commauders-in* 
ehief,  generals,  and  other  officers  on  both  sides;  private 
official  correspondence  of  the  En^ish  envoys ;  military 
joamals  and  reports  of  the  French  leaders ;  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  intrusive  King  Joseph,  and  his  ministen,  and 
the  private  military  notes  and  inslmctions  of  the  Emperor 
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Napoleon,  liavc  all  contributed  to  estabUsli  the  truth  of 
£Mta  and  the  moiira  of  aicfcioii. 

For  the  general  who  led  the  BiitiBh  trooiNi  so  triumph- 
antly, this  record  give^  no  measure  of  ability.  To  win 
victories  was  the  least  of  his  labours.  Those  who  desire  to 
Jcnoir  what  an  enonmoas  politicaly  finaiwial  and  militaiy 
inrassme  he  sustained,  what  wUes  he  eirciimve&ted,  whiA 
opposing  skill  he  baffled,  what  a  powerful  enemy  he  dealt 
with  and  OTorcame,  must  sedc  the  stoiy  in  the  originai 
Histoiy  from  whidi  tiiis  work  has  hm  eztiaoted. 

For  the  soldiers  it  is  no  measure  of  their  fortitude  and 
enduianoe,  it  records  only  their  active  courage.  But  what 
th^  were  their  saooesBois  now  are^witness  the  wxeok  of 
the  Biikenhead,  where  lour  hundred  men,  at  the  oall  of 
their  heroic  officers,  Captain  Wrip^ht  and  Girardot,  calmly 
and  without  a  murmur,  accepted  death  in  a  horrible  form 
rather  than  endanger  the  women  and  children  saved  in 
the  boats — ^The  records  of  the  worid  fiimish  no  parallel  to 
this  self-devotion  i 
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BOOK  I. 

In  the  year  1808,  Sir  Artliui  Wellesley  marched  from 
the  Mondego  river  with  twelve  thousand  three  hundred 
men,  and  eighteen  guns,  to  attack  General  Jnnot  who  wb8 
in  militaiy  posaeesioii  of  FcurtugaL  The  French  troops 
were  scattered,  bat  General  Laborde  had  been  detached 
with  a  division  to  cover  their  concentration,  and  watch  the 
Eni^li.sh  muvoiiicnts.  This  led  to  the  first  tight  between 
the  i^'rench  and  English  in  the  Peninsula. 

OOKBAT  OF  IIOBI9A. 

Fourteen  himdred  Portugese,  under  Colonel  Trant,  a 

niilitarj  agent,  joined  the  Lritish  on  tho  niarcU,  and  the 
French  were  felt  the  loth  at  Enios,  in  front  of  Obidos, 
whm  some  men  fell  in  a  skirmish.  Sir  A.  Wellesley 
ihffli  entered  the  Valley  of  Obidos,  in  the  middle  of  which 
Laborde  oocopied  isolated  gnrand  of  moderate  elevation,  near 
the  vilkge  of  Rori^a  ;  he  had  only  five  thousand  men  and 
six  guns,  little  more  than  one-third  of  the  English  numbers, 
but  he  had  five  hundred  cavalry,  had  chosen  his  position 
well,  andeonld  handle  troops  with  dexterity. 

On  bis  li^t  was  a  lofty  mountain  ridge,  on  his  left  lower 
but  very  rough  ground,  and  the  valley  behind  him  was 
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closed  not  only  by  the  commingling  of  tlie  bills  in  a  moun- 
tainous knot,  but  by  a  rocky  projection  called  tbe  Zam- 
bogcira  or  Golumbeira  heights,  which,  at  less  than  a  mile, 
Btood  like  a  dtadel  in  his  nar«  and  was  bo  ooTered  with 
copBee,  wild  eveigreenB  and  lomt  troes,  and  bo  nigged  thai 
<mly  by  paths  kading  up  deep  deffai  and  hoUoirB  oonld  it 

be  ascended. 

The  British  f^eneral  marched  from  the  town  of  Obldos 
on  the  17th  with  fourteen  thousand  men  and  ci^litc  en 
gnns  in  Older  of  hattle.  His  ligiiti  oomposed  of  Tiant'B 
FortogoeBe^  tmned  the  Fienohleft ;  his  oentre,  nine  thou* 
Band  in&ntiy  with  twelve  gons,  aia?ed  against  their  fiont ; 
his  left,  one  division  with  six  guns,  having  gained  the  crest 
of  the  mountain  ridge  by  a  wide  movement  from  Obidos, 
turned  the  French  right,  and  was  to  oppose  any  connter 
atUck  fioD  Qenerd  LoiBon«  who  had  been  heard  of  on 
Bide  and-mi^t  oome  up  during  the  actbn  with  a  division, 
hix  thousand  strong  of  all  arms.  Such  an  order  of  battle, 
with  such  superior  number??,  forbade  Lultorde  to  muintitin 
his  ground  at  Bori9a,  and  after  a  cannonade,  during  which 
his  skirm  ishers  yigoroQsly  diqpoted  the  approaofaes^  he^  with 
a  nioe  ealcolation  of  time  and  distanoBy  retreated  nnder  the 
protection  of  his  cavalry  to  the  rooiks  of  Zambngeira,  where 
he  turned  to  fight,  still  lioping  to  be  joined  by  Loison. 

This  masterly  movement  compelled  Sir  Arthur  W  cilesicy 
to  show  all  his  f«)rcee,  and  imposed  a  change  in  disposition. 
His  left  was  then  reinforced  on  the  mountain,  beeanae  each 
paBsmg  hour  rendered  Loison's  anival  mere  likely ;  T^t 
was  more  closely  to  menace  the  French  heights  on  the  right, 
and  tlie  centre  was  to  l)reak  in  on  the  front  when  the 
strength  of  the  position  should  be  shaken  by  the  progreBS 
of  the  wingB. 

In  war  hoirsTor,  emnr  is  ihe  mle  not  the  ezceptioiL 
Some  mistake  caused  the  left  to  move  directly  against  die 

French  right  instead  of  paiising  the  flank  to  take  them 
in  rear,  and  as  Trant  was  distant  and  too  feeble  to  give 
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uneameflBy  the  oentie  dashed  preinatiixdy  agunsi  the 
eraf^  of  Zambageiia  on  a  fiont  of  lesB  than  a  mile.  The 

riTitage  of  superior  numbers  was  thus  lost,  and  that  of 
ground  was  entirely  with  the  enemy.  Only  four  thousand 
Britigh  oould  be  tbmat  into  the  fij^t^  and  though  the 
ranainder  weie  at  hand,  the  foremoet  oombatanta  had  to 
win  their  way  against  an  equal  force  of  brave  and  [u^tive 
troops,  defending  rockij  which  vigorous  men  only  could  scale 
unopposed.  Very  crowded  also  were  the  assailing  colamna 
in  the  iianow  paths^  which  only  admitted  a  few  men  abieasti 
and  hence  no  positire  connection  conld  be  maintained 

between  the  tlincrent  ;itta<jks,  nor  could  any  unity  of  power 
be  insured  ;  but  the  skirmishers  soon  covered  the  face  of 
the  ascent,  and  the  noiee  and  flashing  of  their  musketry, 
and  the  smoke  buiBiuiig  np  through  the  foliage  enabled  the 
Engli^  geneial  to  maik  the  progresB  of  the  battle  and 
so  govern  his  supporting  and  flanking  masses ;  it  was  S(X)n 
manifest  that  the  position  would  be  finally  forced  ;  but 
within  that  flame-ehootiDg  smoking  labyrinth  rough  work 
was  being  done  and  Tarioos  tnniB  of  fortune  had  pihce. 

Laborde,  onable  to  hold  his  ground  alone  against  the 
great  force  opposed,  had  sought  to  gain  time  for  the  junc- 
tion of  Loison  by  clinging  tenaciously  to  the  side  from 
whence  that  geneial  was  expected,  and  gradually  drawing 
off  his  troops  from  <he  left  as  the  battle  approadied ;  and 
while  thus  (t|Kjriiting  two  Englisli  rei^ments,  the  9th  and 
2dth,  were  by  a  false  movement  suddenly  thrown  into  his 
hands.  Fonning  with  the  5th  regiment  one  column  of 
attack,  thfljjr  were  to  hare  united  with  Trant  on  the  left  of 
the  French,  bnt  with  a  fierce  neglect  of  orders  had  taken 
a  path  ieadiuL^  more  directly  to  the  enemy ;  the  head 
of  the  29th  thus  reached  the  table-land  above  at  a  point 
where  Laborde  was  concentrating  his  left  wing  on  his 
centre,  and  as  some  of  the  former  were  stiQ  coming  in  the 
reiriment  was  iissailed  in  front  and  flank.  Colonel  Lake 
fell,  many  men  went  down  with  him,  and  the  French  on  the 
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Englirfh  nght,  few  in  miuiber  Jiiid  thinking  they  Bkuuld 
be  cut  off,  fuhouflly  broke  through  the  disordered  jsm$, 
caiiyiiig  with  them  a  major  and  many  ether  prisonere. 

Dropping  below  the  brow  of  the  hill  the  oppressed  troofis 
rallied  on  their  left  wing  and  on  the  9th  Raiment,  and 
then  all  rushing  up  toL^ethcT  regained  tiie  tal)le-land,  and 
unrolled  a  confused  front  which  Laborde  vainly  endea- 
voured to  destroy  ;  yet  many  brave  men  he  struck  down, 
and  mortaUy  wounded  Golond  Stewart  of  the  9ih»  fighting 
with  great  Tehemenoe ;  soon  however,  the  5th  Regiment, 
which  had  not  deviated  from  the  true  path,  appeared  on  his 
left,  the  skimiishers  of  the  other  attaeks  emerged  thickly 
from  the  crags  and  copses  of  the  ascent,  and  the  left 
flanking  column  had  now  tamed  his  right,  had  cut  off  the 
line  of  commnnication  with  Loiaon,  and  was  ao  rapidly 
advancing  as  to  render  a  retreat  imperative  and  difficnlt. 
His  situation  was  indeed  critical  in  tlie  extreme,  and  he 
was  wounded,  but  \nth  unyielding  resolution  he  made 
the  movement  along  a  narrow  table-land  leading  from  his 
position  to  the  knot  of  mountains  behind,  checking  pniBuit 
by  partial  chaiges  of  cavalry  until  he  reached  the  village 
of  Zambngeira :  there  the  ground  opened,  and  the  danger 
from  the  Hanking  force  being  fended  off  by  deep  ravines  he 
turned  and  made  another  stand,  bat  w  as  finally  forced  to 
seek  refuge  in  the  higher  mountains,  having  lost  three 
gons  and  six  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded :  the  Bri- 
tish loss  being  nearly  five  hundred. 

BATTLB  OF  VIMIBBO. 

Laborde  was  not  pursued,  his  retreat  was  inland,  and  to 
keep  near  the  coast  was  essential  to  Uie  English  general, 

because  he  expected  reinforcements  by  sea,  and  desired  to 
insure  their  disembarkation  and  receive  provisions  from  the 
ships.  In  this  view  he  designed  to  march  by  his  right  on 
Tones Vedras,  which  would  bring  him  near  the  Ocean,  give 
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command  of  the  groat  road  to  Lisbon,  and  throw  off  Loison 
and  Laboide  from  that  capital ;  but  in  the  night  came  in- 
tdligenoe  that  a  large  fleet,  conveying  two  brigades  of 
intotiy  was  on  the  coast,  and  to  protect  their  landing  he 
made  for  Vimiero,  a  village  near  the  sea,  yet  nine  in  ilea 
firom  Torres  Vedras.  There  his  army  was  augmented 
with  the  brigades  from  the  Ocean  to  sixteen  thousand 
British  soldieiB.  Jnnot  had  meanwhile  rallied  Laboide's  and 
Loison's  troops  and  forestalled  him  at  Tones  Vedias,  with 
fourteen  thousand  good  soldiers,  and  twenty-three  g^ins  of 
small  calibre;  and  >\hile  his  powerful  cavalry  prevtuted 
the  soouts  from  making  observations,  he  prepared  to  march 
in  the  night  of  the  20th  and  attack  on  the  2l8t  Sir 
Arthorhad  also  projected  a  march  for  the  night  of  the 
20th  to  turn  Jnnot's  left  and  gain  Mafra  in  his  rear, 
without  assailini^  Torres  Vedras  hich,  though  shrouded  by 
the  horsemen,  was  known  as  a  strong  position.  The  armies 
would  thus  have  changed  places  without  encountering,  if 
the  English  ministers  had  not  appointed  three  generals 
senior  to  Sir  Arthur  to  act  in  Portugal,  one  of  whom 
Sir  Harry  Burrard,  had  arrived.  He  did  not  land  and 
assume  command,  but  he  forbade  the  projected  march,  and 
thus  deprived  the  English  army  of  the  initiatory  movement, 
giving  it  to  the  French ;  moreover,  as  the  ground  at  Vimiero 
had  been  taken  temporarily  and  for  ease,  the  troops  were 
not  in  defensiye  order  as  to  position,  thus  yiolating  a  sound 
maxim  which  prescribes  constant  readiness  for  battle  when 
near  an  enemy.    It  was  thus  posted. 

On  the  right  a  mountain  ridge,  trending  from  the  sea 
inland,  ended  abruptly  on  a  small  plain  in  which  the  village 
of  Vimiero  was  situi^,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  army 
was  heaped  on  the  summit. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  plain  the  same  line  wad  con- 
tinued by  a  ridge  of  less  elevation,  narrow,  yet  protected  by 
a  ravine  almost  impassable,  and  being  without  water  only 
one  regiment  and  some  picquets  were  posted  there. 
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In  fiont  of  the  break  between  ibese  beigbto  and  witbm 

cannon-shot,  was  an  isolated  hill  of  inferior  elevation,  yet 
of  good  strength,  masking  the  village  and  plain  of  Vimiero 
and  leaving  onlj  nanow  egress  from  the  latter  on  the  right. 
On  this  bill  mz  gnng  and  two  brigades  of  infimtry,  Fane'f 
and  Anstratber's,  were  posted, — tbe  fonner  on  tiie  left — 
and  behind  thcra  in  the  plam  the  commiasariat  and  artillery 
stores  were  parked. 

All  the  cavaUy  with  the  army — a  ningle  squadron  under 
GoL  Taylor— was  plaoed  at  the  egress  horn  tbe  p)ain»  wbere 
the  direct  road  to  Torres  Vedras  passed  out ;  bat  ftom  the 
connter  bills  ftdng  tbe  position,  another  road,  ronning  from 
Torres  Vedrat?  to  Lourinhwn,  led  at  the  (iistaace  of  two  niiles 
round  the  left,  and  by  it  an  enemy  could  gain  the  left-hand 
ridge  wbere  the  picqucts  were  posted,  seize  tbe  artillery  and 
oommissariat  stores  in  tbe  plain,  and  take  tbe  central  bill 
and  right-band  monntain  in  reverse. 

In  the  night  of  the  20th,  a  German  oflScer  of  cavalry 
aroused  Sir  Arthur  Wellcslcy,  saying  the  French  army, 
twenty  thousand  strong,  was  within  an  hour's  march,  in- 
orednloos  of  this  tale,  the  bearer  of  which  was  in  evident 
oonsteinatioD,  be  mxxdj  took  some  additional  preoantions ; 
bnt  at  sunrise  all  eyes  were  turned  southward,  seeking  an 
enemy  who  was  not  to  be  seen.  Nevertheless  tlie  German  s 
report  was  only  an  exaggeration.*  Junot  had  been  iu 
march  all  night  with  fourteen,  not  twenty  thousand,  men, 
designing  to  iali  on  at  daybreak  ;  bnt  the  nigged  ways  had 
retarded  his  progress,  and  bis  vangoard  of  cavalry  ^  not 

*  The  Chaplain -Genersl  Glei^  hss  in  one  of  his  publication*  contradicted 
this  fact,  on  the  Rutlmrity  ot  a  Gt-rmnn  C  hrlsea  jiensioner,  who  affirms, 
according  to  Mr  (ilei^,  tltat  it  was  he  who  awakened  Sir  Artlmr,  aiid 
that  be  was  cool  and  collected.  My  authority  is  tbe  Duke  oi  \\  ellington, 
who  assured  me  Ibet  it  was  not  only  a  German  officer,  bat  a  titled  one }  m 
Bactwi  and  tlwtbewHiajflilBgbiit  oool  or  oolleefead.  Xlie  hum  had 
eaeaped  hit  memory  at  the  time,  but  he  made  fireqnent  attempti  to  recover 
itf  aiid  eaid  lereial  times  that  he  was  aBaioii*  Tha  tiiii  authmitiea  may 
be  iraiglbed    *lMMe  nho  are  6atidio«8. 
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crown  the  counter  hills  facing  the  English  position  before 
ci|^t  o'clock — ^the  dnst  of  its  march  having  been  disooyered 
•a  hour  before,  fisd  be  amved  by  dajbrak  ibis  dust 
could  not  bftve  been  obeerred  and  an  boor  of  prepaialion 
would  haye  been  lost  to  the  English  general,  which,  with  a 
good  plan  of  battle,  would  hare  enabled  the  French  to  imin 
ibe  left-hand  ridge  by  the  Louzinham  road  before  the  troope 
on  tlie  iigbt  could  mm  to  ooonpy  that  part  of  tbe  position^ 
Bmployinig  little  tune  to  note  bJa  advemr}  ^  ground  and 
dispositions,  Jnnot  ^tirely  neglected  the  mountain  on  tbe 
Eagliah  riirht  as  beins^  refused  to  his  line  of  march  ;  but 
as  tbe  left-liand  hdge  appeared  naked  of  troops  he  resolved 
to  aek/e  it  by  detachment,  and  take  the  English  central 
hill  in  levene  while  he  attacked  it  in  fiont  with  bis 
main  body,  thinking  be  shonld  find  the  balk  of  tbe  army 

there.  In  this  view  be  directed  General  Brcimitr  with  a 
brigade  across  the  ravine  covering  the  ridge,  and  Laborde 
with  another  against  the  central  hill ;  sapportiDg  tbe  latter 
with  L<»8on'8  dtvisian^  a  lesenra  of  grenadien  nnder 
Keilemiann,  and  die  eayahry,  thirteen  hnndred  strong, 
under  Margaron. 

To  act  on  conjectures  is  dangerous  in  war.  Junot's 
wm  ail  falee,  and  his  entire  disregard  of  the  English  light 
was  a  great  eRor ;  for  when  his  cavabry  crowned  the  conn- 
ter  Ulby  Sir  A.  Wellcaley,  seeing  the  French  movements 
did  not  menace  that  part  of  bis  position,  retained  there  one 
brigade  under  Gfeneral  Hill  to  serve  as  a  support  to  the 
centre^  while  four  other  brigades  were  sent  across  the  plain 
to  ooonpy  ibo  left-band  ridge,  and  a  fifth  reinforced,  with 
Trant's  Portugoese,  mored  to  a  parallel  lidge  in  rear, 
when  they  coold  watdi  the  Lonrinham  road. 

All  these  movements  were  hidden  from  Junot  by  the 
central  hill,  and  two  brigades  reached  their  ground  before  the 
action  commenced,  yet  knowing  the  ravine  in  front  to  be 
impracticable  looked  for  an  attack  finnn  the  left^  and  Conned 
two  lines  acrofls  the  ridge  trusting  to  a  chainof  sUimiaheis 
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to  protect  their  right  The  two  other  brigades  were  to  have 
furnished  a  third  line,  but  while  they  were  passing  the  plain 
below  the  battle  was  begun  in  the  centre  with  great  fury. 

In  front  of  the  English  pofdtion  the  gnmnd  was  bo  broken 
and  wooded  that  the  morements  of  the  French^  after  they 
passed  the  coimter  hilk,  could  not  be  discenied  until  they 
burst  upon  the  centre  in  atta*  k  ;  aud  thou<^h  their  amllci y 
was  most  numerous,  the  tormented  ground  impeded  its 
action,  while  the  English  guns,  of  heavier  metal,  had,  free 
pky ;  their  in£uitiy,  inferior  in  nnmber^  would  therefore 
hare  fonght  at  great  disadTantage  even  if  Jnnot's  combina- 
tions had  not  &iled,  but  soon  that  general  discorerod  the 
mischief  of  over  haste  in  war.  Brennier  found  the  bottom 
of  the  ravine  impracticable,  and  tioundering  amidst  rocks 
and  the  beds  of  torrents  was  unable  to  co-opeiate  irith  La- 
boxde ;  hence  Jnnot  had  to  reinforce  the  latter  with  Loison's 
in&ntry,  and  detach  another  colomn  of  all  arms  nnder 
General  Solignac  to  turn  the  English  flank  by  the  Lourin- 
hara  road.  But  he  did  not  perceive  that  Sir  Arthur, 
anticipating  such  an  effort,  had  tlicre,  not  a  flank  but  a 
front  three  lines  deep,  while  the  fifth  brigade  and  Trant's 
Portuguese  were  so  disposed,  that  Solignac,  whose  movement 
was  isolated,  conld  be  cut  ofif  and  placed  between  two  fires. 

Laborde  and  Loison  opened  three  attacks,  a  principal 
one  with  minor  bodies  on  the  flanks.  The  former  being 
well  led  and  covered  by  skirmisheis,  forced  its  way 
up  with  great  vehemence  and  power,  but  with  great 
loss  also ;  for  General  Fane  had  called  up  the  reserve 
itiLilLry  under  Colonel  Robe  to  reinforce  the  six  gims 
already  on  the  platfunn,  and  while  they  smote  the  column 
in  front,  another  battery,  belonging  to  one  of  the  brigades 
then  ascending  the  left-hand  ridge,  smote  it  in  the  right 
flank ;  and  it  was  under  this  conjoint  fire  of  artillety,  and 
a  wasting  musVetry,  the  French  reached  the  summit,  there 
to  sustain  a  niurdciuus  volley,  to  be  charged  by  the  50th 
Raiment,  overturned,  and  driven  down  agaixu 
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Of  the  other  two  colmnns,  the  one  assailing  Anstrather's 

brisrade  was  beaten  (^[uickly,  and  that  General  had  time 
to  reinforce  Fane's  left  with  the  second  battalion  of  the 
4drd>  in  opposition  to  Kellennan's  grenadieis,  half  of 
whom  now  tdnfoiced  the  third  oolnnm  on  that  side.  This 
regiment,  posted  in  a  church-yard  on  the  edge  of  the  de- 
clivity, had  one  or  two  companies  in  advance  amon<;3t  t^umv. 
tmeBf  and  from  thence  the  first  burst  of  the  grenadiers  drove 
them  npon  the  main  body ;  bat  then  Robe's  batteiy  smote 
the  French  left  and  they  dipped  into  the  ravine  on  their 
right,  where  the  battery  from  the  ridge  caught  them  on  the 
other  flank,  and  the  moment  being  happily  seized  by  the 
43rd  to  poor  down  in  a  solid  mass,  with  ringing  shouts  it 
dashed  against  the  oolnmn,  driving  it  bade  with  irreooyer^ 
able  disorder.    Yet  not  without  the  fiercest  fighting.  The 
loss  of  the  regiment  was  a  hundred  aud  twenty,  and  when 
the  obaige  was  over,  a  French  soldier  and  the  Sei^eant 
Aimoorer,  Patrick,  were  fonnd  grimly  confronting  each 
otiier  in  death  as  they  had  done  in  life,  their  hands  still 
clutching  their  muskets,  and  their  bayonets  plunged  to  the 
sockets  in  each  manly  breast !    It  is  by  such  men  that 
thousands  are  animat^  and  battles  won. 

Broken  by  these  rongh  shocks,  the  French,  to  whom  de- 
feat was  amazement,  retired  in  conftised  masses  and  in  a 
slanting  direction  towards  the  Lomiiiliaiu  road,  and  while 
thos  disoidered  Colonel  Taylor  rode  out  upon  them  doing 
great  ezecnticn;  but  as  suddenly  Matron  came  down 
with  his  strong  cavalry,  and  the  gallant  Englishman  fell 
with  most  of  his  horsemen.  However,  half  of  Jmiiot's 
army  was  now  beaten  with  the  loss  of  seven  guns,  and 
thongh  Margin's  powerful  cavalry  and  that  moiety  of 
Kellennan's  grenadiers  which  had  not  been  engaged  inter-  , 
jmod  to  prevent  pmnsoit,  thdr  line  of  retreat  left  the 
shortest  road  to  T(;rrcs  Vedras  uncovered — a  .ereat  ftwdt 
which  did  not  escape  the  English  general's  rapid  compre- 
hensuxn* 
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Brenniar,  unable  to  emoige  from  the  robkfl  and  hollows 
where  he  wm  entangled,  had  been  of  no  weight  in  this 
action  ;  but  Solignac,  haying  turned  the  ravine,  appeared 
on  the  left  about  the  time  Taylor's  chanre  terminate<l  the 
fight  in  the  centre,  and  his  division,  strongly  constituted 
with  all  annSy  was  advancing  impetuonslj  abng  the  nanow 
gronnd  when  Geneial  Tergoson,  who  was  there  in  opposi- 
tion, met  him  with  a  oonnter  attach,  so  fierce  so  rapid 
and  sustained,  that  the  French,  though  fighting  stnlilx  rnly, 
bent  to  the  strong  pressure.  Solignac  was  wounded,  his 
cavalry  artilleiy  and  infantry,  heaped  together  and  out- 
flaokedy  were  eat  off  iiom  their  line  of  retreat  and  forced 
into  low  ground  on  their  right  with  a  loss  of  six  gnns ;  hnt 
these  pieces  being  placed  under  guard  of  the  71st  and  82nd 
while  Ferguson  continued  his  course,  were  a^ain  lost 
by  one  of  those  events  which  make  battles  the  property  of 
Ibrtime.  For  Brennier,  after  long  strag^ing,  had  worked 
up  the  ravine  bj  his  to  an  aooessible  i^aoe,  asoended 
the  ridge  there,  and  nnezpectedlj  filling  upon  the  two 
regiments  in  charge  of  the  captured  guns  beat  them  back. 
He  thus  got  behind  Ferguson,  and  had  time  been  given  to 
reform  his  troops  and  assail  that  general's  rear  mischief 
would  have  ensned ;  bat  tiie  English  regiments  were  dis- 
ordered only  for  a  moment ;  they  rallied  on  higher  ground, 
poured  in  their  fire,  broke  the  French  brigade  with  a  charge 
and  made  Brennier,  who  \sa>s  wounded,  a  prisoner.  Solig- 
nac s  division  was  then  without  resource,  when  suddenly 
another  and  more  decisive  change  csme  over  this  fitfiil 
battle  to  save  him. 

Junot's  lefb  wing  and  centre  had  been  so  discomfited 
that  only  half  of  Kellerman's  grenadiers  and  Margaron  s 
cavalry  remained  unbroken,  and  the  road  of  Torres  Vedras, 
tiie  shortest  to  Lisbon,  was  uncovered  ;  Brennier's  column 
was  entirely  broken ;  Solignao's  division  was  in  oonfinsion 
on  low  ground,  cut  off  from  Jnnot,  and  menaced  front  and 
rear.    But  of  the  Engliisk  army  Hill  s  brigade  had  not 
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fired  a  shot  ;  neither  had  the  brigade  conjoined  with 
Trant's  Portagaese,  and  it  was  then  marching  to  take 
Solignac's  division  in  rear.  The  two  biigades  of  Fergu- 
flon's  third  line  had  lost  only  a  few  men,  and  thoee  on  the 
oentral  hill  had  not  been  hardly  handled :  thm  was  there* 
fore  a  powerful  force  in  hand  for  further  operations.  Now 
Brennier,  when  first  taken,  eagerly  asked  if  the  reserve  had 
attacked,  and  the  other  prkoneis  being  questioned  on  this 
point  replied  in  the  affirmative,''^  wherefore  the  English 
general,  judging  the  French  power  exhausted  and  the 
moment  come  for  rendering  victory  decisive,  with  the  genius 
of  a  great  captain  resolved  to  make  it  not  only  decisive 
on  the  field  but  of  the  fiite  of  Portagal 

Expecting  Solignac's  division  to  lay  down  its  arms,  he 
designed  to  push  his  own  right  wing  and  centre  under  Hill 
on  Torres  Vedras,  to  which  they  were  two  miles  nearer  than 
any  part  of  the  French  army ;  that  stroke  was  surs,  and 
Jnnot  would  have  been  cat  off  from  Lisbon.  Meanwhile 
Sir  Arthur  meaned  in  person  vigorously  to  drive  him  across 
the  Baragueda  mountain  on  to  the  Tagus,  by  which  he 
would  lose  his  remaining  artillery,  and  have  with  dis- 
MganiMd  and  dii^irited  troops  to  seek  refbge  nnder  the 
gons  of  one  of  the  frontier  fortresses.  This  great  project 
was  stifled  as  soon  as  conceived.  Geneml  liurranl  had 
arrived  on  the  &eld  of  battle,  he  could  not  comprehend 
soch  a  stroke  of  war>  and  not  only  stopped  the  execution, 
but  ordered  Ferguson  to  halt  Then  Sdignac's  division, 
with  the  idacrity  which  distinguished  Napoleon's  soldiers,' 
instantly  rejoined  Junot,  who  as  promptly  recovered  his 
original  ground,  and  being  joined  by  twelve  hundred  fresh 
men  from  Lisbon  regained  Tones  Vedias.   The  battie  of 

*  Gcocnl  Bramier  imUiilwd  a  doiid  of  tUs  fiwt ;  bat  It  oiar  ii«n  bo 

imagined  that  a  short  aentence  nttored  at  such  a  moment  by  a  priaonert 
wounded  and  highly  cxrited,  would  e9cape  hia  recollection.  My  authority 
ia  the  Duke  of  WeUington,  who  not  only  caaght  the  words  at  the  time, 
and  qaeatkmod  the  other  priaoners  aa  to  thtir  Tatne,  botdrow  from  them 
a  oondnioii  on  iifaioh  to  iMt  a  gMit  ocMnttr  aiofraMil. 
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Vimiero  thus  terminated  impotently.  NevertlieleBB,  Bur- 
rard's  decision,  with  exception  of  the  unaccountable  order 
to  arrest  Ferguson's  career,  was  not  without  a  military 
jostificationx  admitted  to  be  of  weight  by  ^ir  Arthur^  bat 
it  wag  that  of  an  oidinaiy  general  in  opposition  to  a  great 
captain. 

OORUNA. 

The  battle  of  Vimiero,  in  which  the  French  lost  thirteen 
gnns  and  abont  two  thousand  killed  or  wounded^  the  British 
eight  hundred,  was  followed  by  a  convention  whidi  relieyed 

Portugal,  and  the  English  Government  ikea  sent  an 
army  into  Spain  under  Sir  John  Moore.  Great  sxiccess 
was  looked  for  by  the  ministers,  yet  they  took  no  mea- 
sores  to  render  it  even  probable,  and  the  incredible 
absudity  of  tiie  Spaniards,  who  were  overthxown  in  every 
quarter  before  the  English  could  reach  them,  made  that 
wlucli  was  improbable,  impossible.  Moore  found  himself 
alone  in  the  midst  of  a  French  array  commiinded  by  Na[)u- 
leon,  of  which  the  cavalry  only  counted  twelve  thousand 
more  than  his  whole  force!  Compelled  to  retreat,  he 
was  pursued  by  the  Emperor,  who  made  a  prodigious  march 
to  out  him  off  at  Astorga,  and  failing  of  that,  launched 
Marshal  Soult  on  his  traces  with  one  army,  wliich  he 
supported  with  another  under  Marshal  Ney.  Through 
the  mountains  of  Gallida  tlie  three  armies  passed  like 
a  tempest,  yet  Mooie  with  unflinching  resolution,  amidst 
winter  rains  and  appalling  difficulties,  and  without  one 
gleam  of  good  fortune  to  nourish  eneig;}',  readied 
Coruna  \vith  a  gain  of  two  marches  on  his  pursuers. 
His  retreat  was  one  of  suffering,  of  privation  and  fatigue, 
but  he  met  with  no  disaster  in  arms,  and  in  many 
combats  taught  the  enemy  to  beware  of  his  sword.  At 
Rueda  his  cavalry,  under  C.  Stewart,*  surprised  a  French 
post  and  made  eighty  prisoners.    Near  Valladolid  Major 

*  Now  Marqoii  of  Londonderry. 
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CHway*  in  a  sharp  action  took  a  colonel,  and  more  pri- 
soners than  he  hiui  nun  to  guard  them  with.  At  Sahagun 
Lord  Paget')'  overthrew  six  hundred  dragoons,  killed 
twenty  and  took  thirteen  offioeia  and  one  hundred  and 
£ffy  men.  At  Mayoq^  tiie  same  nobleman  killed  as 
many,  and  took  a  hundred  prisooera,  and  at  Benevente 
del'eatfjd.  tliu  li^icht  cavalrv  of  the  Imperial  Guard,  captur- 
ing their  general  Lefcbre  and  seventy  men.  At  Calcaval- 
los,  Moore,  in  person,  repulsed  a  serious  attack  in  which 
the  Fieoch  genccai  Colbert  was  killed.  At  Constantino 
he  lepnlsed  anoliher  attack,  and  at  Lugo  checked  the 
enemy  with  a  loss  of  four  hundred  men. 

At  Corui'm  liis  desiiiii  wa6  to  embark  without  figliting, 
but  the  ships  did  not  arrive  in  time,  and  he  had  to  accept 
battle  in  a  bad  position ;  ibr  the  ground  he  desired  to  take, 
a  rocl^  range  abnttung  on  the  Meio,  a  tidal  river,  was  too 
extensiTe  for  his  troops,  and  he  was  therefore  compelled  to 
adopt  a  similar  yet  lower  range,  likewise  abutting  on  the 
Mero  but  inclosed  on  two  sides  by  the  greater  heights, 
which  were  left  for  the  enemy.  Neither  of  these  ranges 
Were  crested,  and  on  the  inferior  one  Mooxe  had  to  display 
a  front  in  opposition  to  the  saperior  range,  from  whence 
the  French  not  only  commanded  most  of  the  English  line 
in  front  within  cannon-shot,  hut  could  flank  it  also  on  the 
right  Soult's  ground  was  indeed  in  every  way  advan- 
tageoos.  His  left  rested,  on  a  dnmp  of  rocks  overlooking 
both  ranges  and  all  the  conntrf  immediately  abont,  and  in 
the  night  of  the  I5th  he  placed  there  eleven  heavy  guns 
which,  from  their  elevation,  could  oppress  the  right  of  the 
English  line  and  send  their  bullets  raking  even  to  the 
centre. 

Between  the  two  positions  the  ground  was  comparatively 
easy  of  passage,  thoogh  broken  and  laced  with  stone  in* 

closures ;  and  as  both  ridges  ended  abruptly  on  a  narrow 
valley  running  perpendicular  to  their  range  there,  was  a 

*  lieat-Geiieral  Sir  Loflfcu  Otwtf .      f  Muqub  of  Angleiey. 
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seeming  fiwifi^  firom  ihdr  proximitj  at  tiiat  flank  for 

the  French  to  ^yelop  the  British  right  with  saperior 
niniibers.  ()n  the  far  side  of  this  valley  also  \sai>  a 
moautainous  chain  of  hills  on  which  all  Soult's  cavaliy 
were  posted,  his  light  horsemen  bong  pushed  &r  behind 
the  Britisli  vear  and  bis  heavy  dngoons  dismounted  to  act 
as  in&ntiy.  Thus  the  French  anny  seemed  to  be  soiToimd- 
iug  the  English,  but  Muure,  comprehending  all  tlie  d^-fL-cts 
of  his  po>ition,  had  adopted  a  counteracting  order  of  battle, 
evincing  his  own  martial  vigour  and  the  confidence  a  long 
oaieer  of  glorioDS  and  snooessfdl  servioe  had  given  him  in 
the  stem  valour  of  ihe  British  soldier. 

To  receive  batUe  on  the  inferior  ridge  was  of  necessity, 
bnt  to  extend  his  line  athwart  the  narrow  valley  on  his 
right  to  the  height  oooapied  by  the  French  cavaliy  would 
only  have  pUiced  moie  men  under  the  rock  battery,  and  his 
flank  woold  still  be  exposed  to  the  dlsmoonted  Flench 
dragoons.  Wherefore  he  merely  stretched  a  thin  line  of 
skirniishers  across,  and  placed  a  battrilion  on  the  lower 
falls  of  the  hills  on  their  right,  to  check  the  horsemen  on 
the  summit.  This  disposition  and  a  scanty  manning  of 
the  main  ridge,  where  he  posted  only  two  divisions,  Hope's 
and  Baud's,  the  laitter  on  the  right,  gave  him  two  divisions 
of  reserve,  Fagot's  and  M*'Kenrie  Frazer's.  The  last  he 
placed  on  rising  ground  closely  covering  Comna,  to  watch 
a  road  leading  round  the  heights  jfhere  the  French  cavabry 
were,  and  which  Sonit,  whose  movements  could  not  be 
eeen,  might  use  to  torn  the  British  and  cut  them  off*  from 
the  town  and  harbonr. 

Paget's  division,  the  best  in  the  anny,  remained,  and 
with  it  Moore  resolved  to  strike  *for  victory.  He  kept  it 
in  mass  behind  the  right  of  his  main  line  on  a  moderate 
elevation,  fiom  whence  it  commandfld  a  foil  view  of  the 
narrow  valley,  and  conld  sopport  the  screen  of  light  troops 
without  being  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  eleven -gun  battery. 
Thus,  while  the  main  ridge,  strong  in  itself  though  ill  pre- 
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imted  to  ihe  enmy,  wm  oiTered  in  defence  with  proteotoil 

flaaks,  two  other  divisions  rcniaiiied  in  hand  to  meet  the 
changes  of  little — a  fine  result  to  obtain  for  an  inferior 
amy  oocapying  anfiiTonmble  ground.  Bat  Moore  meaned 
move  than  defence.  Confident  that  Baud  and  Hope  would 
repel  every  attack  on  the  ridge,  he  designed  when  time 
should  be  ripe,  if  the  French  did  not  join  in&ntrj  to  their 
cavalry  on  the  other  side  of  the  valley,  to  pour  down 
the  latter  with  Paget's  division,  reinforcing  it  with  Frazer's^ 
and  ^na  carry  in  one  comae  the  rock  battery :  then  change 
ing  ton  the  deftnaiTe  to  the  ofoiaive  wHh  the  tioopa  on 
the  ridge  also,  to  drire  the  enemy  into  the  Hero.  It  waa 
the  conception  of  a  daring  man  and  a  great  commander, 
and  only  with  such  potent  soldiers  as  the  British  could  a 
like  stroke  be  made.  And  only  a  general  who  had  {Hroved 
their  qnality  in  many  a  deapemte  fight  coold  have  expected 
thia  efibrt  from  hia  men,  after  a  diatresaing  winter  letreati 
with  a  strong  enemy  in  toit  and  the  sea  behind !  Bnt 
general  and  soldiers  were  of  Eno:land's  best  No  suffering, 
no  danger  cotdd  quell  their  courage,  or  shake  his  confidence 
in  diem :  and  it  waa  so  proved  in  that  hour,  for  many  of 
the  principal  cfficsn,  appalled  at  the  anperior  fince  of  the 
enemy,  the  diaadvantage  of  gronnd  and  the  ^Bfficulty  of 
embarkation,  proposed  negotiations,  which  Moore  rejected 
with  cold  disdam,  trusting  as  he  had  ever  done  to  his 
gallant  troops. 

Belonging  to  the  French  pcaition  and  occnpied  hy  them 
in  Ibm  wero  two  viUi^es,  Palavia  Abigo  in  firont  of  Aeir 
right,  Portosa  in  firont  of  their  centre. 

Belonging  to  the  Eno^lish  position,  though  rather  too 
much  advanced,  the  village  of  Elvina  covered  the  right 
flank,  and  waa  occnpied  by  the  picqueCa  of  the  5(Hh 
Begiment. 

Theaa  featorea  dictated  Soolt'a  order  of  attack.  Forming 

three  columns  of  infantry,  which  he  supported  with  all  hia 
light  artillery^  he  directed  two  by  Palavia  and  Portosa 


16  CORUNA,  JANUARY,  1809.  [Book  u 

agai&Bt  the  Mt  and  oentre  of  Mooie's  line — yjUhfUBB 
0emDg  as  iatemediato  sappoHs  ¥^e 
the  thipd  and  strongest  column  waa  destined  to  cany  Elvina 
and  tlieu  lap  round  Baird  s  hght, 

RATTLE  OP  OORUKA. 

On  the  16ih  of  Jannaiy  1809,  at  two  o'clock  in  the 

afternoon,  twenty  thousand  French  veterans  opened  this 
battle  against  fourteen  thousand  British,  who  having  but 
nine  six-pounders  to  oppose  a  nomeioas  liglit  artillery  were 
afao  galled  by  eleven  heavy  guns  on  the  rocks :  and  soon 
that  foimidable  battery  opened  the  fight  with  a  slanghter* 
ing  fire,  sending  its  bullets  crashing  through  the  English 
ranks  from  right  to  centre.  Then  the  columns  of  infantry, 
throwing  out  clouds  of  skirmishers,  descended  Urom 
their  strong  ridge  to  the  fight ;  thofle  coming  from 
Palavia  and  Portosa^  having  aome  distance  to  march  did 
not  immediately  engage,  bat  the  ihiid  dashed  at  once 
against  Elvina,  and  there  was  the  stress  of  battle  :  the 
picquets  were  driven  in  heaps  out  of  the  village,  and  when 
that  was  passed  the  French  mass  divided,  one  portion  ad- 
vancing against  Baird's  fiDont^  the  other  turning  his  right 
by  tiie  valley,  where  it  waa  only  opposed  by  the  Bcreen 
of  light  troops. 

Sir  John  Moore  sent  tlie  -i^nd  and  50th  regiments  against 
the  half  column  at  Elvina,  and  wheeling  hack  the  4th 
B^ment  on  the  extremity  of  his  right,  poured  a  fire  into 
the  flank  of  the  mass  penetrating  by  the  vdley,  whexe  it  was 
also  stontly  opposed  by  the  light  troops  and  soon  abated  of 
its  vehemence  in  attack.  Then  the  English  general  knew 
that  his  adversary's  whole  force  and  order  of  battle  was 
unfolded.  No  in£uitry  menaced  the  valley  from  where 
the  French  cavalry  stood,  and  the  number  in  front 
showed  that  no  body  of  strength  for  mischief  was  behind 
those  heights:  it  was  evid^t  that  Soult  ofiioed  a  dose 
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rough  trial  of  arms  witkuut  subtlety,  trustincr  to  the 
Talour  of  iiiii  veterans.  Eagerly  the  gallant  Moore  accepted 
the  chaUenge.  The  moment  for  his  oounter-stroke  had 
airiTed,  and  at  once  he  called  up  FiaKer'a  divinon  in 
support  of  Paget,  giving  the  latter,  who  was  preyiously 
well  instructed,  the  signal  to  descend  into  the  valley. 
The  French  column  on  his  tlauk  Uing  thus  provided  with 
Opponents,  he  turned  to  observe  the  progress  of  the  fight 
at  Sltma,  for  as  jet  the  hattle  had  but  alightlj  touched 
faia  oentre  and  ieft. 

The  42nd  and  50th  had  with  one  shock  driren  the 
enemv  back  into  the  village,  and  the  la^t-iiaiiied  ri'i^iinuMt 
entering  the  streets  with  the  repulsed  disordered  ma^s,  and 
giving  no  respite,  foroed  it  through  and  broke  out,  still 
fighting,  on  the  other  side*  To  support  this  advance  the 
general  now  asnt  a  battaliim  of  the  Gnaida  down,  whereupon 
die  42nd,  thinking  it  a  relief  and  not  a  reinforcement, 
retired,  with  exception  of  the  grenadier  company.  Some 
contusion  thus  occurred,  the  village  was  not  occupied,  and 
the  50th,  still  accompanied  by  the  42nd  GrenadierB,  were 
engaged  without  support  hejond  the  houses,  their  anay  being 
^uite  broken  by  stone  inclosores  and  the  disorder  of  the 
street  ti^ht.  At  that  critical  munnjiit  the  Frciich  were 
strongly  reinforced,  retook  the  offensive  and  forced  the 
regiment  back  into  Elvina,  having  killed  outside  the 
second  Major  Stan]iope,  a  nephew  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  made 
a  prisoner  of  the  commanding  officer,  Major  Napier,  known 
since  as  the  conqueror  of  Scinde.  Encompassed  by  ene- 
mies and  denied  quarter  he  received  five  wounds,  but  he 
still  fought  and  struggled  for  life  uutil  a  French  drummer 
with  a  generous  heat  and  indignation  forcibly  rescued  him 
from  his  barbarous  assailants.  Meanwhile  Sir  John  Moove 
observing  the  emr  of  the  42nd,  had  galloped  down  and 
with  a  fiery  exhoi  tution  sent  it  back  to  the  village,  where 
the  50th  notwithstandini^  the  \o66  of  their  commander 
was  successfully  sustaining  a  very  yiolent  conflict  then 
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with  heroie  anticipitioiiB  from  the  dovelcftmcnt  <if  his 

tx>unkT-coml)ination,  he  returned  to  the  ridge  from  whence 
he  could  view  the  whole  action. 

Elvina  waa  now  his  centre  of  battle  and  pivot  of  move- 
inenta^  to  on  his  left  ^e  battle  had  then  beoome  general 
iiad  foioQB,  jet  the  Fre&eh  made  no  progress  against  Hope's 
diwioD,  and  on  the  right,  in  the  Talley,  the  attacking 
column  was  at  bay,  wavering;  under  a  d  uble  fire  in  front 
and  fl&nk  :  everywhere  the  signs  of  coming  victory  were 
bright,  when  the  gallant  man,  the  consummate  commandor, 
who  had  brought  the  battle  to  this  orisiSy  was  dashed  from 
his  hoise  to  the  earth.  A  oannon-ehot  from  the  rook  bat- 
tery had  torn  away  all  the  flesh  from  his  lefl  breast  and 
shoulder,  and  brokon  the  ribs  over  a  heart  nndaunttd  even 
by  this  tembie,  this  ghastly  mortal  hurt ;  for  with  incredible 
mjgj  he  rose  to  a  sitting  posture,  and  with  fixed  look  and 
lynehanged  oonntenance  oontinned  to  regard  the  fig|it  at 
Slvina  vntil  the  Frenchmen's  backward  steps  assured 
him  the  British  were  victorious:  then  sinking  down  he 
accepted  succour. 

Being  placed  in  a  blanket  for  removal,  an  entanglement 
of  his  belts  caused  the  hilt  to  enter  the  wound  and  Captain 
Haidiage*  attempted  to  take  away  the  weapon  altogether ; 
bat  with  martial  pride  the  strioken  man  forbade  t^e  alle^ 
viation — he  would  not  part  with  Am  sword  in  the  Jield ! 
Epaminondas,  mortally  wounded  at  Mantinea,  was  anxious 
for  the  recovery  of  his  shield.  Moore,  mortally  wounded 
at  Goniiia,  sustained  additional  torture  rather  than  pari 
with  his  swQid  1 

The  Theban  hero's  fiJl  dismayed  and  paralysed  his  yio^ 
torious  troops.  It  was  not  so  with  the  British  at  Curuna. 
They  saw  Baird,  second  in  command  can  u  il  from  the  field 
as  the  General-in-Chief  had  been,  and  would  have  seen  all 
their  generals  fall  one  after  another  without  abating  their 
batde ;  hence  it  was  not  long  before  the  French  were  entiidtx 

*  Hm  pteiept  Lonl  HwdiiifB. 
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imm  fnm  £inia>  whilo  on  the  kft,  (hey  wm  nol  only 
npulMd  fnm  the  ridge  but  pnnnud  snd  nwillad  in  their 

own  TiQagw  and  that  of  Palavia,  defended  by  the  since 
celebrated  General  Foy,  was  taken.  Meanwhile  Paget, 
ponnng  into  the  valley  with  conqoering  violence,  omthrew 
evGr^thiiig  in  his  front,  and  driving  off  the  dimoiinted 
Fiendi  dngoone  who  had  deacended  to  the  knrer  fidb  on 
liifl  right,  made  Ibr  the  great  roek  battery,  which  he  wonld 
certainly  have  stonned  if  the  cuunter-attack  had  been 
continued,  and  Frazer's  division  been  thrown,  as  Moore 
designed,  into  the  fight  The  French  would  thus  have 
been  wiecked,  for  their  ammnnitlotti  of  which  the  rapid 
marches  throngh  Oallieia  had  only  allowed  them  to  hdng 
up  a  small  supply,  was  exhausted,  the  river  Mero  was  in 
full  tide  behind  tliem,  and  only  one  bridire  remained  for 
retreat.  But  this  want  of  ammunition  was  unknown  to  the 
English  General  Hope,  on  whom  the  command  had  de- 
TolTed»  and  he  judging  a  night  action,  for  it  was  then  dark» 
too  hazardous,  profited  from  the  eonfbfflon  of  the  French  to 
ombark  the  army  without  loss  and  sailed  for  I'ngland.  The 
heroic  spirit  of  Moore  went  with  the  troops^  hm  body  rested 
with  the  enemy. 

For  some  honra  after  receiiring  his  hurt  that  great  man  had 
liTed  painfully,  bnt  with  a  calm  fortitude  that  excited  the 
admiration  of  those  about  him.  Several  times  he  expressed 
his  satistiaction  at  having  won  the  battle,  and  his  last  words 
were  to  express  a  hope  "  tA<U  hU  country  would  do  him 

Fnll  jdstioe  has  not  been  done,  because  malignant  h/^ 

tion  has  strived  hard  to  snlly  his  reputation  as  a  general — 

but  thus  he  died,  and  the  record  of  his  worth  will  be  as  a 
beacon  to  posterity  so  long  as  heroic  virtue  combined  with 
great  capacity  is  reverenced,  for  in  any  age,  any  nation, 
any  conjuncture,  Sir  John  Moore  wonld  have  been  a  leading 
man<  Tall  he  was  and  vigorous  of  person,  and  of  a  y&y 
comely  noble  aspect,  indicating  penetration  which  no  sub- 
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tkty  could  deceive,  valour  which  no  danger  could  appal> 
and  withal  a  dignity  of  mmd  which  awed  wliile  it  attracted 
ibdmiiation  and  con&iience.  With  him  indeed,  all  com- 
manding qualities  seemed  to  he  united  to  and  ineepaiabk 
from  eBtimaUe  8entiment&  Integrity,  hcmour,  genmaityy 
|»atrii>tiani»  adorned  the  whole  oonne  of  his  ezistenoe,  and 
his  death  furnished  an  irrefragable  test  of  the  sincerity  of 
his  life.  For  both  he  may  claim  a  place  with  the  greatest 
men  oi  antiquity 
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Navolboh  having  Med  to  eat  off  the  BngliBh  dmj, 
tetnmed  to  Fnmoe,  le«nng  precise  instnictioiui  with  his 

lientenants  for  the  invasion  of  Portugal.  Marshal  Ney, 
who  readied  Coruna  three  days  after  the  battle,  was  to  hold 
GaUicia.  Soolt  was  to  inarch  by  Oporto  upon  LisboiL 
General  Lapisse,  pievionaly  diiected  on  Cindad  Rodiigo 
with  twelre  thousand  men,  was  to  connect  Sonlt's  invasion 
with  another,  to  be  conducted  south  of  the  Tagus  by  Mar- 
shal Victor,  who  had  thirty  thousand  troops.  Soult  had 
twen^-fire  thonsand,  and,  after  soTeral  battles  with  th6 
Portogaese  of  the  northern  proymees,  stormed  Oporto  in 
March ;  bat  he  could  hear  nothinp^  of  Lapisse  or  Victor, 
and  his  own  progressive  strength  being  then  exhaii^sted  he 
endeavoored  to  establish  himself  solidly  until  new  combina^ 
tionB  coold  be  formed. 

Lajnsse  took  no  pains  to  open  a  commnnication  with 
Soult.  and  after  several  weeks  of  inactivity  STiddcnly  made 
for  Alcantara,  crossed  the  Tagus  there  and  joined  Victor. 
The  Portogaese  and  Spaniards,  thinking  he  waa  flying,  rosO 
along  his  line  of  march  on  both  sides  of  the  frontier  and 
out  off  ail  commnnication  between  Victor  and  Sonli  The 
former  wa''  however  little  disposed  to  act.  He  had  defeated 
the  Spanish  General  Cuesta  in  a  great  battle  at  Medellin, 
and  only  aoddentally  &iled  to  obtain  Badajos  by  treason ; 
bat  then  he  took  qnartem  at  Merida,  soHenly  resistant  of 
his  orders  to  enter  Portugal.  This  enabled  Cuesta,  who 
had  all  the  resources  of  Andaiousia,  to  reappear  in  Estra- 
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Miittn  wi:h  an  uslj  ot  thuxj  Trj-mmi  inliatx;  mmL  six 

Ptrfvious  to  thi^  r^ri' d  the  E'^.^-^b.  iL^r^tcrs.  without 
Tvsolutiou  or  car^v-itT  to  ad.i  c  izy  j  liieious  cvui^,  at  one 

ocnpfttivHi  i)f  Cuiix.  bad  doniig  thflR  mnts  dapfaijed 
colj  mfiimirr    porpcee  mad  ij:!iot»ace  of  the  ral  stale  of 

affkif^  :  but  a^er  tear  lli-         of  >-^cilIation  snWqiKiii  to 
llu'  btitlW  *>f  O-HTUMsfc^  the  J  dcv'ii*?d  u>  ^ict  in  P«nii^iii,  wht-n? 
ibe  KuMiinr  kai  ««x<^pt)Mi  iknenl  henekH  aa 
■uffabaL   TV  Bhuiii  troopa  ia  that  cointij  wm  thea 
Ui^'Iy  nuuforvvd.  a^d  Sir  Anhar  Wdkrier,  aiauiaiiig 

liajygwatgcagah  «i€  the  wvcU — aad  thcj  aie  fiev,  thoog^ 
vaahy  of  aatMtti  mdd  aaka  thw  ana j. 

Soult  tlit'Ji  in  OfH>rto,  Victor  at  M«rida,  but  the 
lroutit>r  iosnrtwtion  dcbarrt^  iiiUTivurse  between  them  ; 
and  6ir  Arthar,  aliia'  Making  ^inaivjreir  -  to  cover  Liaboa 
from  lector,  aMidied  i^ainst  Saait,  ia  whoe  anaj  tim 
nas  a  conspiracy  of  oftceiB  to  deliver  bim  to  the  Kaj^Mi. 

i\i\6  i>ub)ect,  yet  the  tn^ou,  tlivnigh  of  we^ht  as  ma 
aooMBorj,  was  not  pennitted  to  affect  the  pvepaiatkaui  <Kt 
aoTemeatSy  vhkh  wwe  caieMlj  coaeeaied. 

On  the  7th  of  May  PewBfoid  was  detached  with  a  muted 

(oTy.\\  six  tlioib^aud  being  Portugut^  to  operate  on  the  aide 
of  Lmmcga 

On  the  dth»  wteen  themad  Biituh  tmpi»  fifteen  haa* 
died  heiag  cavaixy,  with  twentj-fimr  gona^  aioved  from 

Coimbra  under  Sir  A.  Welleslej's  personal  command 
towards  the  Vongm  river. 

Up  to  this  time  SouU  was  ignorant  that  such  a  foroe 
had  been  assmbled,  bnt  hearii^  nothing  of  or 
Victor  he  had  decided  to  make  a  flaak  manh  into  tiie 
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Salamanca  country,  and  haJ  ]>iislied  his  light  cavalry  under 
Frauoescbi  to  the  Vouga,  supporting  it  with  Mermot's 
diviflioii  of  infimtiy.  Ldson's  divinon,  six  tkoasaiid  8tit>i)^^ 
was  then  beyond  the  Tamega  at  Pezo  de  Ragoa,  and  Lorge's 
heavy  cavahy  was  on  the  Lima,  watching  the  Portuguese 
insur^rents. 

In  this  scattered  state  the  French  on  the  Vouga  were 
fuprued  and  divr&i  fighting  i^n  the  Bouio,  which  thcf 
craned  in  the  night  of  the  11th  and  destroyed  the  boat 

bridge.  Soult,  who  had  discovered  the  conspiracy  on  the 
Sikf  was  thus  suddenly  beset  with  perils.  Treason  in  his 
army  which  he  could  not  probe,  a  powerful  enemy  suddenly 
springiDg  up  in  fronts  an  aetiTO  insurrection  on  his  rear, 
his  troops  paroelled  from  the  Vouga  to  the  Lima  and 
Tamega,  and  under  oiScers  necessarily  suspected  \vliile  the 
extent  of  the  conspiracy  was  unknown !  lie  did  not  quaiL 
Diieoting  Loige  to  abandon  the  Lima  and  make  for  the 
Tamega,  he  otdered  Loison  to  hold  Amaiante  on  that 
river  as  the  only  means  of  concentration  and  safety  for  the 
army  ;  he  sent  his  strirt  s  and  most  of  the  heavy  guns  towards 
4hat  place  on  the  10th  and  in  the  night  of  the  11th  ;  and 
when  tiie  troops  ftom  the  Vooga  came  pouring  in,  the  re- 
maining heavy  guns  and  the  bs^gage  were  a]so  put  in 
movement,  Meiniut  s  di\'ision  following  them  as  far  as  Val- 
longa,  with  orders  to  secure  the  boats  on  the  Douro  and  vigi- 
lantly patrol  up  the  hank.  AU  the  craft  from  Oporto  to 
the  month  of  die  nm  was  then  dmwn  to  the  right  bank, 
gnards  were  set,  and  Sonlt,  thinking  his  pomtion  secure,  de^ 
cided  to  hold  Oporto  another  day  to  give  Lorge*s  dragoons 
and  other  detachments  time  to  reach  Amarante.  He  was 
Jhowem  cnrioualj  misled.  In  the  reosnt  opoations,  a& 
English  eofamin  moving  in  boats  up  the  Lake  of  Ovar, 
which  runs  parallel  with  the  coast,  had  disembarked  on 
Mennet's  iiank,  who  thought  it  had  landed  from  the  o6ean  ; 
hence  Soult,  expecting  the  empty  vessels  would  enter  the 
Bouro  to  efiect  a  passage,  directed  his  attention  entir^y  to 
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* 

tbe  lower  liTer,  wbiie  on  the  upper  hsB  orden  were  neglected 

and  false  reports  made  of  their  execution — for  the  con- 
spirators were  many  and  busy. 

PASSAGE  OF  THE  I>OUBO. 

Before  eight  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  the 
British  army  was  secretly  concentrated  behind  a  rocky 
height,  on  which  stood  a  convent  immediately  facing 
Oporto.  The  Donro  rolled  in  fironti  and  the  French  on 
the  other  side  oonld  with  two  marchee  gain  the  Tamega, 
seenre  their  retreat,  and  defeat  Bereeford  in  passing ;  for  that 
general  had  been  sent  over  the  Douro,  above  the  confluence 
of  the  Tamega,  merely  to  infest  iSoult  s  line  of  march 
towards  the  Salamanca  ooontry,  and  thns  induce  him  to 
take  the  ragged  Chares  road  leading  to  Qallicia;  but 
that  conld  not  be  risked  nnless  the  main  army  nnder  Sir 
Arthur  was  closely  pressing  the  French  rear  ;  hence  his 
safety  and  the  forcing  Soult  into  Gallicia  alike  called  ior 
an  immediate  passage  of  the  Douro.  Yet  how  pass  a  river, 
deep,  swift,  more  than  three  hundred  yaids  wide,  and  in 
the  &oe  of  ten  thonsand  Tsteians  guarding  the  opposite 
bank  ?  The  Macedonian  hero  might  have  turned  from  it 
without  shiiiiie  ! 

But  the  stream  came  with  an  elbow  round  the  convent 
height,  which  barred  sight  of  the  upper  water  from  the 
Station  where  Sonlt  was  watching  for  ships  which  did  not 
exist ;  and  he  knew  not  that  the  British  army  was  behind 
the  fiD^viiing  rock  above,  nor  that  a  great  captain  was  on  its 
summit,  searching  with  an  eagie  glance,  the  river,  the  city, 
and  the  country  around.  Hors^  and  baggage  that  captain 
saw  on  the  VaUongaroad,  and  the  dost  of  distant  columns  as 
in  retreat,  but  no  large  force  near  theriyer ;  ihe  f^atain  also 
were  few  and  widely  spread,  the  patrols  not  vigilant  -an  aus- 
picious ncfrlicronce  secminL^  to  prevail.  Suddenly  a  larLTC  lUili- 
nishfid  building  called  the  tSeminary  caught  his  oy  e ;  it  was  iao- 
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lated,  had  an  easy  access  from  the  water,  and  was  snrfounded 
by  a  high  wall  which  exteruicd  to  the  river  h;mk  on  each 
side,  inclosing  space  enough  for  two  hattalions — the  only 
egreas  being  an  iron  gate  opening  on  the  Vallonga  roaii 
This  stractiire  commanded  everything  aroond,  except  one 
moond  within  cannon-shot  bnt  too  pointed  to  hold  guns ; 
there  were  no  French  posts  near  the  buildin<r,  and  as  the 
direct  line  across  ibe  water  was  entirely  hidden  from  the 
dty  by  the  rock,  Sir  Arthur,  with  a  marrelloiis  liardihood 
instantly  resolved  to  force  a  passage  there  in  the  &oe  of  a 
veteran  army  and  a  renowned  general,  his  means  being  as 
scanty  as  his  resolution  was  great,  yet  with  his  genius  they 
sufficed. 

Colonel  Waters,  an  oMcer  on  his  staff,  a  quick-witted 
dating  man,  discovered  a  poor  barber  who  had  come  over  the 
riyer  the  night  before  in  asmall  skiff,  and  readily  agreed  to 
go  back,  accompanied  by  the  Prior  of  Amarante,  who  gal-* 

lantlv  offered  his  services.  With  this  aid  Waters  crossed 
unpcrceived  and  returned  with  three  large  barges.  Mean- 
while eighteen  gnns  had  been  placed  in  battety  on  the  con- 
vent rook,  and  General  John  Murray  was  detached  with  m 
brigade  of  German  inftntiy,  the  14th  Dragoons,  and  two 
guns,  to  seek  a  passage  at  the  Barca  de  Avintas,  three  miles 
up  thv  river.  He  \\;is  reinforced  with  other  troops  when 
the  barges  were  secured,  and  then  also  the  head  of  the  army 
cautiously  approached  the  water. 

At  10  o'clock,  the  French  being  tranquil  and  unsus- 
picious the  British  wondering  and  expectant,  Sir  Arthur 
was  told  that  one  boat  was  ready.  Well!  Let  the  meii 
cross  was  tlie  reply,  and  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after- 
wards an  officer  and  twenty-five  British  soldiers  were 
silently  placed  on  the  other  side  of  the  Pouxo  in  the  midst 
of  the  French  army !  The  Seminary  was  thus  gained,  all 
remained  quiet,  and  a  second  boat  passed.  No  hostOe  stir 
succeeded,  no  sound  of  war  was  heard  ;  but  when  the  third 
boat  passed^  tumultuous  noises  rolled  through  Oporto,  tho 
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drams  beat  to  anns,  shouts  arose,  the  citizens,  vehemently 
gesticulating,  made  sicrnals  from  tlieir  houses,  and  confnsed 
massGS  of  troops  rushing  out  from  the  higher  streets  threw 
forward  swams  of  akirmiBhers,  and  camo  fdrioiulj  down  on 
tho  Seminaiy. 

Beereey  was  tiien  no  longer  ^alnable  and  the  anny 

crowded  to  the  river  bank — Pallet's  and  Hill's  divisions 
pressing  to  the  pumt  of  passage,  8herbrooke  s  to  where  the 
bridge  bad  been  cut  away  the  night  before — Paget  himself 
bad  paflBod  with  the  tbiid  boat^  but  on  tbe  roof  of  tiie 
Seminaiy  was  deeply  wonnded ;  Hill  took  hia  plaoe,  and 
the  mnsketry,  sharp  and  voluble  ^m  the  first,  ang^ 
mtuted  ;ls  the  forces  accumulated  on  each  side;  yet  the 
French  attack  was  eager  and  constant,  their  fire  increaaed 
BMm  rnpidly  than  that  of  the  English,  and  their  gons  soon 
opened  agpunat  tbe  building.  Tbe  £nglidi  battery  on  the  eon- 
Tent  rock  swept  indeed  the  ineloeure  on  each  ride  andoonfined 
the  attack  to  the  front,  but  Murray  did  not  come  down  the 
right  bank,  and  the  stniggle  was  such  that  Sir  Arthur 
was  only  restrained  from  crossing  by  the  remonstrances  of 
tboae  about  bim  and  tbe  oonfidenoe  be  bad  in  HilL  Soon 
bowem  some  mtisena  were  seen  bxin^ng  over  seyend  great 
boats  to  Sberbrooke,  while  a  prolonged  shont  firam  ilie 
streets,  and  the  waving  of  handkercbicls  froin  the  windows, 
gave  notice  that  the  enemy  had  abandonctl  the  lower  town : 
Murray  also  was  then  descried  on  the  right  bank. 

Three  battaliona  woe  now  in  tbe  Sanintty,  tbe  attack 
ebokenedy  and  tiie  French  began  to  hnny  across  the 
front  of  the  indosare  by  the  Vallonga  road :  then  Hill, 
advancing  to  the  indoeure  wall,  was  pouring  a  heavy  fire 
into  the  disordered  masses  as  they  passed  his  front  when 
aaddenly  five  gons  galloped  oat  of  tbe  city  on  his  left,  but  ap- 
palled at  tbe  teniUe  stream  of  mnsket^  polled  np :  while 
thns  heritating  a  Tolley  from  behind  stretehed  most  of  the 
artillery-men  in  the  dust,  and  the  rest  dispersing  left  the 
guns  on  the  road,    it  was  from  iSherbrooke,  who  had 
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{fikiseti  tki'ough  the  streets,  this  volley  camr.  niid  ]iv  nuw 
pressed  the  French  rear  while  Hill  sent  Iub  damagmg  tire 
intoifaBirflanky  and  the  gang  from  the  rook  deeply  searohed 
ikm  Tntnnm  The  paflsage  was  thus  won,  the  aillieB  wen 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Bouro,  and  if  Murray  had  fallen 
on  the  disordered  crowd  approachiDg  iiim  the  discomfiture 
would  ha?e  been  complete.  He  however  soiiaied  column 
after  column  to  pass  and  seemed  to  fear  they  woald  step 
aride  to  posh  him  into  the  river.  Oenenil  C.  Stewart 
and  Major  Harvey,  impatient  of  this  timidity,  took  two 
squadrons  of  the  14th  Dragoons  without  orders,  and  riding 
over  the  French  rear  in  a  narrow  way  unhorsed  General 
Laboide  and  wounded  General  Foy ;  bat  having  no  sap- 
port  horn  Murray  fought  their  way  back  with  loss, 
and  Harvey  lost  his  arm.  Of  the  Kurdish  twenty  were 
killed,  one  general  and  neacly  a  hundred  men  wounded  on 
ike  day ;  die  Fipnch  lost  a  general  and  five  handled  men 
killed  or  woonded,  and  they  left  several  hundreds  in  hoe- 
pitaL  Five  guns  were  taken  in  the  fight ;  and  stores 
of  anmiunition  with  fifty  pieces  of  artillery,  the  carriiiges  of 
which  had  been  burned,  were  found  in  the  arsenal  The 
OTortlurow  was  greats  yet  Napolecm's  veterans  were  so 
innreS  to  war  that  no  troops  so  readily  recovered  from  a 
surprise.  Before  they  ruaclunl  Vulloiiga  their  order  was 
restored,  a  rear-guard  was  formed,  and  in  the  mght  was 
rejoined  by  a  detachment  from  the  mouth  of  the  Douro, 
wbidi  had  been  gaided  by  some  friendly  Portagacae:  then 
Soalt,  believing  Loison  held  Amaraate,  thooght  himself 
well  out  of  his  difHculties.    He  was  suou  undeceived. 

Sir  Arthur  Weiiesley  now  lu  ought  his  baggage,  stores, 
and  artillery  over  the  Douro ;  but  this  was  not  effected 
ontil  the  evening  of  the  Idth,  and  though  Morray's  Ger- 
mans were  sent  in  pursuit  on  the  morning  of  that  day, 
they  did  not  advance  more  than  ten  miles.  A  ?i  cnriNv 
<mce  surprised  should  never  be  allotced  time  to  recover,  '  is 
a  great  maxima  and  so  proved  on  this  occasion :  yet  ther^ 
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were  soimd  reasons  for  the  halt   Part  of  the  troops  were 

still  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Douro,  and  tlie  whole  had 
outmarched  provisions,  baggage  and  spare  ammunition, 
hftving  made  more  than  eighty  miles  of  rough  ground  in 
four  da]f8>  besides  fighting.  Men  and  animals  leqniied 
rest ;  and  nothing  was  known  of  Bereslbrd,  whose  pro- 
ceedings had  been  of  far  greater  importance  than  either  he 
or  Sir  Arthur  knew  at  the  time.* 

Loifion  had  fiEdlen  back  from  Pezoa  de  Regoa  on  the 
Doozo  the  10th  when  fieresford  crossed  that  river.  The 
latter  was  Uien  in  the  position  required  for  taming  Sonlt 
on  to  the  Chaves  road ;  but  Loison  again  retreated  on  the 

1 1  til,  and  Beresford,  tiiuliui,  \nm  timul,  followed  briskly, 
while  a  Portuguese  intiurgeut  force  under  General  Sylvcira 
closed  on  his  ilank.  The  12th  his  outposts  were  ddvea 
into  Amanmte,  and  next  day  he  abandoned  that  place. 

These  events  were  unknown  to  Sir  Artjinr  on  the  ISth, 
bnt  he  heard  Sonlt  had  destroyed  gons  and  ammnnition 
near  renaficl,  and  judging  that  to  be  a  result  of  Beres- 
ford s  operations,  reinforced  Murray  with  cavahry,  ordering 
him  to  posh  on  to  Penafiel,  and  if  Loison  lingered  near 
Amannte  to  open  a  oommnnioation  with  Beresford — the 
hitter  was  then  to  asoend  the  Tamega  and  intercept  the 
French  at  Chaves. 

On  the  14th  Sir  Artliur  moved  forward  himself,  and 
the  loth  had  reached  Braga  ;  Beresford  was  near  ChaveSi 
Sylveiia  maidiing  towards  Salamonde,  and  Sonit's  capture 
seemed  inevitable  to  his  pnrsnerB ;  he  was  however  b^ond 
their  toik,  having  by  a  snrprising  effort  extricated  himself 
from  penk  iin  Icartui  as  ever  beset  a  generai- 

*  A.  writer,  or  nther  writen  in  tbe  Qiutrierfy  Rnkw,  Ibr  thm  were 
two  of  them,  indalfing  in  the  gvtceleei  eftontery  of  oMertioii  to  oomnoii 
wiUt  eiumTmous  critics,  treated  these  reasom  for  helliiig  with  riidiCalet 
eaUtng  them  imagioaiy,  and  affirmiog  that  they  were  onknown  to  the 
General-io-Chief !  My  authority  how«ver  fW that  very  General-in-Chief. 
The  Duke  of  Wellington  not  only  frare  me  verbally  a  description  of  his 
motiveB  and  ^roceedinga  on  thi«  ocoMioa,  bat  mpplied  ue  with  written 
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While  retreating  towards  Amarante  lie  was  btt\s  eon  the 
DoiiTO  and  the  Sierra  de  Catalina,  both  said  to  be  impas- 
sable, and  the  road  was  very  nanow  and  very  rugged.  His 
Mgn  was  to  pass  tiie  Tamega  and  maich  on  Biagania ; 
fufing  in  that,  he  oodd  from  Amarante  and  Gnimaraens 
r^h  Braga  by  a  good  road  leading  behind  the  Catahiia 
xidge ;  in  either  case  however  Amarante  was  to  be  first 
gitned,  and  his  safety  depended  on  Loison  holding  that 
phoe.  But  ihat  gmml  bad  relinqoished  it  to  Berasfoid 
on  llie  Idih,  and  marched  on  Onimaraens,  thongh  a  staff 
officer,  sent  by  Soult  on  the  12th,  was  in  his  caTup  pro- 
testing  against  the  movement,  the  retreat  ^om  Oporto 
being  also  known  to  bim.  He  thus  deiibeiaAelj  aban- 
doned bis  general  and  two-thiids  of  the  amy  to  what 
appeared  certain  destruction  ;  for  Beresford  could  not  be 
forced,  and  if  Murray  only  liad  come  up  on  the  French 
lear,  and  he  was  not  hx  off,  Soult  must  have  hud  down  his 
ainuL 

Tbis  calamity  was  made  known  to  that  marshal  as  be 

was  passing  the  rugged  bed  of  the  Souza,  a  c  ross  torrent 
fidling  into  the  Douro.  The  weather  was  boisterous,  the 
troops  worn  with  &tigue  and  leoently  defeated  were  dis* 
mayed,  Toiees  were  beaid  calling  for  capitulation  and  all 
things  tended  to  ruin  :  but  in  that  hour  of  peril  tiie  Duke 
of  Dalmatia  justified  fortnne  for  having  raised  him  to  such 
dignity.  He  had  fallen  from  his  hoise  and  severely  in- 
jured his  hip,  broken  before  by  a  shot  at  the  si^  of 
Genoa,  yet  neither  pain  nor  bodily  weakncm  nor  danger 
could  abate  his  resolution.  A  Spanish  pedlar  told  bim  of 
a  path  leading  up  that  bank  of  the  Souza  which  he  had 
just  left,  by  whioh  he  could  scale  the  Catalma  ndge  and 
leacb  the  Guimaraens  road  to  Braga :  whereupon,  wiih  a 
bauglity  commandment  be  nJenoed  the  murmurs  of  treach-> 

aotcs,  finom  which  and  from  a  memoir  received  from  MMrahal  Soulti  and 
isfermatioii  derived  from  Colonel  Wmtera  end  other  oflioen  engaged,  mj 
Bemtive  vm  oonpoBed* 
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flrmffd  hm  iL.- '.An'  cht-st  and  baOTii€r«5,  loadvd  :he  animala 
whicii  carried  iheui  witii  adck  men  and  ammnnitioii  and  re- 
pMnd  the  Soim  to  follow  bis  Spuiiah  guide.  Tofieili  of 
niB  ^demaded  ud  the  paib  «ii  vild  vid  raii|^  «i  Uia 
desolate  reeion  it  thraded,  jei  with  %  fierce  domiBation  ha 
foreed  Li*  troop©  over  the  moiinUiin  and  d*  >< « ndiii^  on 
GuiiiittaeiiB  refomid  Loieoii:  Lorge  s  dragoons  auiie  in  at 
tfia  nme  time  from  Bniga»  md  thw  ahnoet  befood  hopa 
the  whole  armj  ww  conoentntod. 

Souk's  ener^'y  had  bwn  rrreat,  his  sasracity  was  now 
as  conspicuous.  The  slackness  of  pursuit  alter  passing 
VaUongft  made  him  judge  8ir  Arthur  wm  {railing  for 
Bnga  aad  wtoald  leaoh  it  fixst ;  %  fightii^  ntreait  tod  the 
lorn  of  gone  and  baggage  would  then  enene,  and  periiape 
fitally  depress  the  soldiers*  spirit;  it  would  al-?o  fayour  the 
aialocmtenUy  and  aireadj  one  ^^neral,  appart  ntlj  Loison, 
WB0  uging  ft  oonTention.  Bouit  replied  by  deatiojing  the 
gone,  ammunition  and  baggage  of  the  ditiflMm  he  fenmd  at 
Chiimaraens,  and  ac^ain  taking  to  the  mountains  crossed 
thern  to  Carvalho  d'Este,  thus  <rJiiiiiiif?  a  day's  march  and 
baffling  the  combination  to  surround  him.  liexi  iPArping 
he  drew  np  his  twenty  tboneand  men  on  the  position  tiiejr 
had  occupied  two  months  befote  at  the  battle  of  Bragft,  an 
impoflin;:  spectacle  and  on  the  scene  of  a  recent  victory,  by 
wiach  he  aroused  the  sinking  pride  of  the  Fi^ch  soldier. 
It  was  a  hc^y  reach  of  !]:enenil8hip  i 

Now  he  leoiganized  his  anny»  giving  Loison  the  ad- 
Tanced  irnard  and  taking  the  rear  himself ;  at  whi<^  says 
tlio  I'Vcnch  historian  of  this  expedition,  "  the  whole  army  wiis 
astonished/'  As  if  it  were  not  consummate  policy  to 
Oppose  the  British  pnisnit  with  men  nnder  the  Genenl-in^ 
Chiefs  while  the  yaa,  baring  to  fight  insozgents,  was  led 
by  an  officer  whose  very  name  called  forth  execrations  from 
the  natives — -Matuta,  tUe  oiie-haniUd^  as  Loison  was  called, 
however  wiiliug»  dared  not  surrender  to  a  Portagaese  focoe* 


Digitized  by 


Bmk  u.]  D0UR0»  may,  im*  31 

k  tom  Carvalho  the  Fiendi  made  for  Salamonde,  whence 
ibm  wm  two  )inm  of  retreat ;  the  one  by  Rmvaana  to 
Ghftves ;  die  other,  shorter  and  more  ragged,  by  the  Ponte 
Nova  to  MontelepTc.  The  sooate  reported  the  bridge  at 
Ruivaens  tu  be  broken,  the  passage  defended  by  tvv(.'lvc  hun- 
dred insiu^nts  with  artillery,  and  moreover,  that  men  had 
been  all  the  moniing  working  to  deetroy  the  Ponte  Noira. 
The  brealdng  of  the  fint  blocked  the  road  to  Chavee,  the 
breaking  of  the  second  would,  if  completed,  cut  the  army 
off  from  Montclegre. 

Kight  was  setting  in,  the  soldien  were  harassed  bare-' 
ftoied  and  starring;  the  ammunition  was  injured  by  rain, 
which  had  nerer  ceased  since  the  Idth  and  was  now  ao* 
coiiipanicd  by  stonns  of  wind  ;  with  the  momins;  the  Bri- 
tish army  would  be  on  the  rear,  and  if  the  Ponte  Nova 
could  not  be  secured  the  hour  of  surrender  was  come  !  In 
this  extremity,  Miyor  Bnlong,  justly  reputed  as  one  of  the 
moBt  daring  men  in  the  French  ninks,  was  thns  addressed 

by  Soult :  **  /  have  chosmi  you  from  the  whole  army  to 
mize  the  Fonts  Nova  which  has  been  cut  by  the  emtmf^ 
Take  a  kmdred  grmuidMn  and  twenty-five  koraemen,  em^ 
priee  the  guairde  amd  emrme  ike  faeeage.  If  fou  eueeeei, 
4a y  80y  but  send  no  other  report ;  your  silence  mil  suffice." 

Dulong,  favoured  by  the  storm,  reached  the  bridge,  killed 
the  sentinel  without  any  alarm  being  given,  and  being  fol- 
lowed by  twelve  grenadieis,  crawled  along  a  narrow  dip  of 
masomy  which  had  not  been  destroyed.  The  Oa^o 
river  was  flooded  and  roaring  in  its  deep  rocky  channel 
below  and  one  of  the  grenadiers  feU  into  the  gulf,  bat 
the  waters  were  mnch  loader  than  his  cry,  and  the  others  sur- 
prised the  nearest  guards ;  then  the  main  body  roshed  on, 
and  some  crossing  the  broken  bridge  while  others  as- 
cended the  heights,  shouting  and  firing,  scared  the  insur- 
gents away. 

At  foor  o'dock  the  bridge  was  repaired  and  the  troops 
filed  slowly  over ;  bat  the  road  beyond  was  only  a  narrow 
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eat  in  the  side  of  a  mountaiii,  an  unfenoed  precipice  yawned 
on  tbe  left  for  serenil  miles^  and  themywaafiouiUy  cioased 
by  the  MiBareUa  tonent,  rolling  in  a  deep  chasm,  and 
only  to  be  passed  by  the  Saltador  or  leaper,  a  bridge  so 
called  ])L'Laiise  it  was  a  single  arch,  high  and  boldly  tkiou  n, 
admitting  only  three  persons  to  move  abreast:  it  was 
not  cnty  bat  it  was  intrenched,  and  the  rocks  on  the  far- 
ther side  wm  oocapied  by  some  hundred  armed  insnrgents. 
Here  the  good  soldio:  Balong  again  saved  the  anny.  For 
when  two  assaults  had  been  repulsed  he  won  the  passage 
With  a  third,  in  which  he  fell  deeply  wounded,  yet  his  ad- 
miring soldiers  carried  him  forward  in  their  arms,  and  then 
the  head  of  the  long  French  colnmn  poored  oyer  the  Saltador. 
It  was  fall  time,  for  the  English  gans  were  thonderin^  on  tiie 
rear  and  the  restored  Ponte  Nova  was  ehoked  with  the  dead. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  quitting  Braga  in  the  morninfr  of 
the  16th,  overtook  Soult's  rear-guard  in  the  evening  at 
Sahunonde  before  it  could  cross  the  Ponte  Nova ;  it  was 
in  a  strong  positiony  bat  men  momentarily  expecting  an 
order  to  retire  seldom  stand  firmly.  Some  light  troops 
turned  their  kit,  Sherbrooke  assailed  their  front,  and  after 
one  discharge  they  fled  by  their  right  to  the  Ponte  Nova. 
It  was  dusk,  the  way  to  the  bridge  was  not  that  of  appa- 
rent retieaty  and  for  a  while  the  French  were  lost  to  view 
and  gained  time  to  form  a  rear-'gaaxd ;  bat  ere  their  cavalry 
eoold  pass  the  bridge  the  English  guns  opened,  sending 
men  and  liorses  crushed  together  into  the  gulf,  and  the 
bridge  and  the  rocks  and  the  defile  beyond  were  strewed 
with  mangled  carcasses. 

This  was  the  last  infliction  by  the  sword  in  a  retreat 
agnalized  by  many  horrid  and  many  glorioos  actions ;  for 
the  peasants  in  their  fury  tortured  and  mutilated  the  sick 
and  straggling  soldiers  who  fell  into  their  hands ;  the 
troops  in  revenge  shot  the  peasants,  and  the  maiohes 
could  be  traced  £rom  afiur  by  the  smoke  of  baming  hooses. 
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XALAVERA. 

WuRH  8otdt  saved  hiniBelf  in  Gallicia  Sir  Arthur 
Welledfly  maiched  to  Abiantes  on  the  Tagos,  ftom  whence, 
thinking  the  French  marshal's  army  so  rained  it  conld  be 

of  no  weit^ht  in  the  war  for  sevenil  months,  he  designed  to 
make  a  great  movement  against  Madrid,  in  concert  with 
*  the  Spanish  genends  Onesta  and  Vai^gas.  He  was  at  the 
lime  incrednlons  of  the  Spaniards'  fidliugs,  tiiinking  Sir 
John  Moore  had  misrepresented  them  as  apathetic  and 
perverse,  but  this  expedition  taught  him  to  respect  that 
great  man's  judgment,  both  as  to  the  people  and  the  nature 
q€  thdur^warfiue. 

His  plan  of  operations,  as  might  be  expected  from 
so  great  a  general,  was  bold  comprehensive  and  military, 
according  to  the  data  presented,  but  he  accepted  false 
datik  He  nnderoalculated  the  French  in  the  Peninsula 
bj  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  men,  he  oTcnated  the 
injury  inflicted  on  Sonlt ;  and  while  shghting  the  personal 
energy  and  reauurces  of  that  uuushal.  relied  on  Spanish 
politicians,  Spanish  generals,  Spanish  troops,  and  Spanish 
nromises.  The  time  was  indeed  one  of  riotous  boastinir  and 
ili-fimnded  anticipatioiis  with  the  Spanish,  Portuguese,  and 
British  governments.  Their  agents  and  partisans  were 
incredibly  noisy,  their  newspapers  teemed  with  idle  stories 
of  the  weakness,  misery,  fear  and  despondency  of  the 
French  annies,  andof  the  successful  fhiy  of  the  Spaniaids ; 
the  most  inflated  notions  of  easy  triumph  perraded  conndls 
and  camps  aud  the  English  ireneral's  judgment  was  not 
entirely  proof  against  the  peruiciuus  iniiuence. 

Victor,  rehnquishing  the  south  side  of  the  Tagus  was 
tiien  in  position  at  Takmia^  and  behind  him  King  Joseph 
had  his  own  guards,  a  great  body  of  horsemen,  and  Sebas- 
tiani's  army  corps.  Thus  more  than  fifty  tliouaaud  men, 
seven  thousand  being  cavalry,  covered  Madrid. 
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Oaesta,  fbllowing  Victor's  moremeiitSy  bad  taken  post  at 

Alraaraz,  with  thirty  thousand  infantry,  seven  thousand 
cavahy,  and  seventy  pieces  of  artillery. 

Yen^gps  was  in  La  Maacha  with  twenty-five  thousand 
men. 

Sir  Artlnir  WeUesley  had  eighteen  thoosand  in&ntry, 

and  three  thousand  cavahry,  with  tliirty  guns  ;  eight  thou- 
sand men,  recently  landed  from  England,  were  on  the  march 
to  join  him,  and  both  the  Spanish  Government  and  generals 
gave  him  the  strongest  assnrsnoes  of  oo-operation  and  sap* 
port  He  had  made  contracts  with  the  alcaldes  in  the 
valley  of  the  Tagns  fof  a  supply  of  proviidons,  and  confiding 
in  those  promises  and  contracts,  entered  Spain  the  latter 
end  of  June,  with  scanty  means  of  transport  and|rithout 
magaones,  to  find  every  Spanish  promise  broken,  every 
contract  a  failnre :  when  he  remonstiated)  all  the  Spaniards 
concerned,  political  or  military,  vehem^tly  denied  that  any 
hrcacli  uf  engagements  had  taken  place,  and  as  vehemently 
oiTered  to  inake  new  ones,  without  the  slightest  intention  to 
folhl  them. 

A  junction  with  Gnesta  was  effected  the  18th  of  July. 

He  was  sullen,  obstinate,  and  absurdly  prompt  to  display 
contempt  for  the  English  general ;  he  marched  with  him 
yet  rejected  liis  counsels,  and  after  reaching  Talavera, 
from  whence  Victor  had  retired,  pushed  on  alone,  think- 
ing in  his  foolish  pride  to  enter  Madrid.  But  King 
Joseph,  who  had  concentrated  fifty  thousand  men  and  ninety 
guns  on  the  Guadarama  stream,  drove  him  back  the  26th 

with  tin'  lijss  of  four  thousand  men,  and  las  army  would 
have  dispersed,  if  Sherbrooke,  who  was  in  advance  of  the 
English  forces,  bad  not  interposed  his  division  between  the 
scared  troops  and  the  enemy. 

Sir  Arthur  WeUesley,  whose  soldien  were  starvbg  firom 
the  failures  of  the  Spanish  authorities,  had  not  passed  the 
Alberche  and  was  intent  t<>  retire  from  Spain  ;  yet  now, 
seeing  the  djisorder  beyond  that  river,  judged  that  a  great. 
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battle  was  at  hand,  and  beinir  convinced  that  in  a  strong 
podtion  only  would  the  Spauiards  Btuid^  besought  their 
general  to  withdiaw  to  TaJaveia  wheie  there  was  ground 
suited  defence.  Caesta^s  uneoath  nature  then  broke  out 
His  troops,  beaten,  dispirited,  fatigued  and  bewildered, 
were  clnstering  in  foar  on  a  low  narrow  slip  of  land,  be- 
tween the  Alberche,  the  Tagus,  and  the  heights  of  Salinas  i 
the  fint  shot  mnst  have  been  the  signal  for  dispenion  ; 
jet  when  entreated  to  avoid  the  fall  of  the  rock  iho^ 
tremblinjr  overhead,  he  replied,  that  hi^  army  would  be  dis^ 
heartened  by  iurther  retreat — he  wouid  hght  where  he  dtood. 
Had  the  French  advanced  his  rain  would  have  ensued, 
and  at  daybreak  Sir  Arthur  renewed  his  solieitatbns,  but 
they  wore  fruitless  until  the  enemy's  cavalry  came  in 
sight  and  Sherbrookc  prepared  to  retire  ;  then  indeed  the 
sullen  old  man  yielded  :  yet  with  frantic  pride  told  his  staff, 

Be  Aad  first  made  ike  EngUekman  go  immn  an  kis  knees," 
Having  vented  this  stupid  lolly,  he  retired  to  a  lumberindf 
t  nieh  which  attended  his  head-quarters,  while  The  English' 
Rujn,  hy  \irtue  of  an  imperious  genius,  assumed  com- 
mand of  both  armies,  and  leaving  one  division  mth  a 
fangade  of  cavaliy  under  General  M^'Kenzie  on  the  Al- 
berehe  to  mask  his  movements,  retired  six  miles  to 
Talavera,  liaving  before  chosen  a  field  of  battle  there,  and 
strengthened  it  with  some  field-works  on  a  line  perpen- 
dieokr  to  the  Tagus. 

The  country  in  front  was  a  plain,  dtien  near  this  posi* 
tion  but  beyond  it  covered  with  oKve  and  cork  trees  up 
to  the  Alberche.  A  series  of  unconnected  hills,  steep,  yet 
of  moderate  height  and  running  parallel  with  the  Tagus 
at  a  distance  of  two  miles,  bounded  this  plain  on  the  left, 
and  half  a  mil^  beyond  them  was  a  mountain-ridge  from 
which  they  were  separated  hy  a  nii;- ed  valley. 

Sir  Arthur  posted  the  Spanish  infantry  in  two  lines  on 
the  right,  having  their  flank  resting  on  the  town  of  Tala- 
vera*  which  touched  the  river. 

n  2 
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Their  left  wad  closed  by  a  mound  cnjwiad  with  a  laige 
field  redoubt,  behind  which  a  bngede  q£  British  Cftnliy 
was  posted. 

Their  front  was  protected  by  a  convent,  bj  ditches,  mud 
walk,  breastwuikri  ami  tcilcd  trees ;  their  cavalry  was  be- 
hind their  line,  and  in  rear  of  all,  nearly  toucliing  on  the 
town,  was  a  wood  with  a  lai^e  house,  wdl  plaoed  foot  and 
designed  by  the  English  geneial  to  eoier  a  letieat  on  the 
main  roads  leadiu^  from  Takvcra  to  Arzobispo  and 
Oropesa. 

From  the  large  redoubt,  on  the  mound  closing  the  Spani^ 
left^  the  line  was  prolonged  hy  the  British  army.  Camp- 
bell's division,  in  two  lines,  tonelied  the  Spaniards ;  Bher- 

bruukt  s  touched  C'iunpbeirs,  but  arrayed  in  one  line  only, 
li^Kensie's  diviiiion,  then  on  the  Alberche,  laini;  to  form 
the  seoond.  Uill*s  division  should  have  closed  the  left  bj 
taking  post  on  the  highest  of  the.  isolated  heights  which 
bounded  the  plain,  but  from  some  error  only  the  flat  ground 
was  oci  upied,  and  the  heii^ht  w;u^  left  naked,  an  rrror  after- 
wards ielL  The  English  left  wing  was  covered  in  front  bj 
a  watecouxse,  which,  shaUowat  fiist^  went  deepening  and 
widening  as  it  passed  the  round  hill  and  became  a  for- 
midable  chasm  in  the  valley.  T\ic  cavalry,  orijjrinally  placed 
alung  the  front,  was  dttidued  to  take  post,  partly  behind  the 
British  left  wing,  partly  behind  the  redoubt  on  the  Spanish 
left|  and  the  whole  firont  of  battle  was  two  miles  hmg.  The 
Spaniards,  reduced  by  tiieir  recent  action  to  thirty-four 
thousand  combatants  but  still  havinfr  seventy  pruns,  occu- 
pied one-third  of  it,  and  were  nearly  inattack&hie  from  the 
nature  of  the  ground.  The  British  and  Germans  held  the 
remainder  of  the  position  and  the  weakest  part,  although, 
they  were  but  nineteen  thousand  sabres  and  bayonets  with 
thirty  guns.  The  coiu!)iiH. d  arnuis  therefore,  with  forty- 
four  thousand  infantry,  ten  thousand  cavalry  and  one  hun- 
dred pieces  of  artilleiy,  offexed  batde  to  the  kiac>  who  ww 
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ooming  on  with  eighty  gons  and  fifty  thoaaaad  moiii  seven 
dioiMiid  bemg  ckvbIij. 
Before  daylight  the  French  were  in  march  to  attnek,  and 

at  oiic  o'clock  Victor  reached  the  heights  of  Salinas  over- 
hanging the  Alberche^  from  whence  he  could  see  the  dust 
nuaed  by  taking  vip  the  position,  though  the  forest  masked 
the  diqioaitions.  The  gronnd  was  howeyer  known  to  him, 
and  the  king,  at  his  instance,  sent  Sebastiani  at  once 
against  the  allies'  risrht,  the  cavalry  against  the  centre,  and 
Victor  himself  against  the  left — supporting  the  two  first 
with  his  goaids  and  the  reserve. 

COMBAT  OF  SALINAS. 

Victor  first  marched  on  the  Caza  SaUnas,  a  house 
sitoated  in  the  plain  below.  To  reach  it  he  had  to  ford  the 
Alberohe  and  penetra^  two  miles  through  the  forest,  yet 
the  position  of  M*^Kenzie's  division  wao  nidicated  by  the 
dusty  and  as  the  British  cavalry  had  sent  no  patrols  the 
post  was  surprised.  England  was  thw  like  to  have  lost  her 
great  commander,  for  Sir  Ardinr,  who  was  in  the  house  for 
observation,  very  hardly  escaped  capture,  and  the  French 
charged  so  hotly,  the  English  brigades  were  separated,  fired 
on  each  other,  and  were  driven  in  disorder  through  the 
fionit  into  the  open  plain.  In  the  midst  of  this  eon- 
fbnon  tiie  45th,  a  stabhom  old  regiment,  accompanied  by 
gome  companies  of  the  60th  Riflemen,  kept  good  array 
and  on  them  Sir  Arthur  rallied  the  others  and  cliecked 
the  enemy,  covering  his  retreat  with  cavalry ;  yet  he  lost 
four  hnndred  men,  and  the  retrograde  moTement  was 
hastily  made  in  &ce  of  both  armies. 

M*'Kenzie  with  one  brigade  now  took  post  behind  the 
Guards  in  the  centre,  but  Colonel  Donkin,  seeing  the  hill 
en  the  eztrrane  left  nnoccnpied,  crowned  it  with  the  other 
brigade  and  thos  accidentally  filled  the  position.  Mean- 


Digitized  by  Google 


TALAVBRA,  JULY,  1809.  [fiooB  ti. 

while  Victor,  issuing  from  tiie  forest  in  fine  nuurtia]  order, 

rapidly  crossed  the  plain,  seized  another  isolated  liill  oppo- 
mtii  to  that  held  by  Doiikni  and  opened  a  heavy  cannonade. 
At  the  same  time  Sebastiani  approached  the  Spanish  line 
and  pushed  forward  his  light  cavaby  to  make  Guesta  show 
his  order  of  hattle^  whereupon  happened  one  of  those  events 
which  show  what  a  chance-medley  thing  a  battle  is,  even  in 
the  hands  of  a  croat  captain.  The  French  horsemen  riding 
boldly  up  commenced  a  pifitol  skinniah^  to  which  the  iSpa- 
niards  replied  with  one  general  dischaige  of  musketry,  and 
then  ten  thousand  in&Dtiy,  with  all  the  artiUeiymen,  asif  de- 
prived of  their  senses,  hroke  and-fled  away  in  confused  heaps ; 
the  gunners  ci'iried  away  their  horses,  the  footmen  threw 
away  their  nniiH.  the  Adjutant- General  (yDoTiughue  was 
foremost  in  Might,  and  even  Cuesta  went  off  some  distance 
in  his  ooach :  the  panic  was  spreading  wide  and  the  elated 
horsemen  charged  down  the  Boyal  road,  but  Sir  Arthur 
instantly  flanked  them  with  some  llnglish  squadrons,  the 
ditches  on  the  opposite  side  were  impracticable,  the  Spa- 
niards who  stood  fast  began  to  use  their  firearms^  and  those 
daring  troo])ers  had  to  retreat 

Most  of  the  Spanish  runaways  made  f<»r  Oropesa^  saying 
fhe  allies  were  defeated  the  French  in  hot  pursuit  In- 
credible disorder  followed.  The  English  commissaries  went 
ofl  with  their  animals,  the  paymasters  carried  away  their 
money-chests,  the  baggage  was  scattered  and  the  alarm 
spread  along  the  rear  eyen  to  the  frontier  of  Portugal 
Cuesta  indeed,  haying  reooyered  his  presenoe  of  mind, 
sent  seyeral  thousand  honemen  to  head  the  fugitives  and 
drive  them  back  and  some  of  the  artillerymen  and  horses 
were  thus  recovered ;  many  of  the  infantry  also,  but  in 
the  next  day's  battle  the  Spanish  army  was  less  by  six 
thousand  fighting  men  than  it  should  haye  been^  and 
the  great  redoubt  in  the  oentre  was  silent  for  want  of 
guns. 

Wiiile  this  disgraceful  Eight  was  being  perpetrated  on 
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tbe  light,  the  left  of  the  English  line  displayed  the  greatest 
intr^dity.  The  round  hill  at  the  extremity  was  of  easy 
amnt  in  rear  bnt  steep  and  nigged  towards  the  French, 
and  was  also  protected  there  by  the  deep  water-course  at 
the  hottom.  Nevertheless  Victor,  seeing  Donkin's  brigade 
was  not  numerous  and  the  smninit  of  the  hiU  still  naked  of 
tnofBy  thought  to  seize  the  latter  by  a  sadden  assault 

FIRST  COMBAT  OF  TALAYBBA. 

The  sun  was  sinking,  but  the  twilight  and  the  oonfa- 
sion  amongst  the  Spaniards  appeared  so  &vourable  to  the 

French  marshal,  that  without  informing  the  king^  he 
directed  Ruffin  s  division  to  attack,  Villatte  s  to  tollow  in 
support,  and  Lapisse  to  assail  the  German  legion  as 
a  diYersion  for  Enffin,  without  engaging  seiioudy.  The 
assault  was  Tigorons,  and  thoogh  Bonkin  beat  back  the 
French  in  Iiis  front,  many  of  them  turned  liis  left  ami  won 
the  height  in  his  rear.  General  Hill  had  been  |)reviousIy 
ordered  to  reinforce  him,  and  it  was  not  quite  dark  when 
that  oflioer,  while  giving  orders  below,  was  shot  at  by  men 
on  the  highest  point:  thinking  they  were  English  stvag- 
glera  tiring  at  the  enemy,  he  rode  np,  followed  by  hid  brigade- 
major  Fordyce,  and  in  a  moment  found  himself  in  the 
midst  of  the  French.  Fordyce  was  killed,  Hill's  home 
was  wounded,  and  a  ^nadier  seised  his  bridle,  but  spur- 
ring hard  he  broke  the  man's  hold  and  *r<illoping  down 
met  the  2dth  Regiment,  wliich  he  led  up  with  so  strong  a 
charge  the  enemy  could  not  sustain  the  shock. 

When  the  summit  was  thus  happily  recovered,  the  48th 
R^unent  and  a  battalion  of  detachments  were  brou^t 
forward,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  29th  and  Donkin's 
brigade  presented  a  formidable  front ;  in  good  time ;  for 
the  tno^  beatto  back  were  but  part  of  a  regiment 
forming  the  Tan  of  Ruffin's  division,  the  two  other  regi- 
ments having  lost  their  way  in  the  water-course :  the 
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attack  had  therefore  ouly  subsided,  Lapisse  soua  uj»ciied 
fin  ftg^iiMit  the  6ernian.<?,  and  Riif^n's  regimeiit  in  one 
maiiagitii  anailed  the  hiU.  The  fighting  then  hecame 
irahement,  and  in  the  darknen  the  oppoeing  flaaheB  of 
musketry  showed  how  rcsohitolv  tlic  struggle  was  main- 
tained, for  the  combatants  were  scarcely  tvTcntj  jarda 
asander,  and  the  ev^t  seemed  doubtful ;  but  the  charging 
Bhoat  of  the  British  soldier  was  at  last  heaid  above  the  din 
of  arms,  and  the  enemy's  broken  troops  went  down  once 
more  into  tlie  ravine  below :  Lapisse,  who  had  niado  some 
imprt^on  on  the  Germans,  then  abandoned  his  false 
attafok  and  the  fighting  of  the  27th  oeased.  The  firitidi 
lost  ei(^t  hondied  men»  the  French  a  thonsand. 

Now  the  bivouac  fires  biased  np  and  the  French  and 
British  buliiitra  were  quiet,  but  at  midnight  the  Spaniards 
opened  a  prodigious  peal  of  musketry  and  artillery  without 
osnse  or  object :  and  during  tiie  remainder  of  the  ni^^t^ 
the  line  was  frequently  disturbed  with  desnltoiy  firing 
which  killed  several  men  and  officers. 

Finiii  the  prinoiiers  Victor  ascertiiined  the  exact  position 
of  the  Spaniards,  until  then  unknown,  and  when  reporir 
ing  his  own  fiylnre  proposed  a  second  attack  for  next 
morning  on  the  bill  Marshal  Jonrdan^  diief  of  the  kinsc's 
sUitl,  opposed  this  as  a  partial  enterprise  leading  to  no 
great  result ;  yet  Victor  was  so  earnest  for  a  trial,  urging 
his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  gronnd,  that  he  won  Joseph's 
assent  Then  he  placed  all  his  guns  in  one  mass  on  the 
hciglit  to  the  Ei^lish  left,  from  whence  they  conid  plunge 
into  the  great  vaHev  on  their  own  right,  nnge  the  summit 
of  the  hill  in  their  front,  and  obliquely  search  the  whole 
British  line  as  fiur  as  the  great  redonht  between  the  allied 
armies.  Baffin  was  in  front  of  the  guns,  ViUatte  in  rear, 
but  having  one  regiment  close  to  the  water-course  ;  Lapisse 
occupitti  low  table-land,  opposite  Sherbrooke  ;  Latour  Mau- 
bourg's  cavahry  formed  a  reserve  £i>r  Lapisse ;  Beaomont's 
cavahy  a  reserve  for  Boffin. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Book  n.]  TALATSRA,  JULT»  1809.  41 

On  the  English  side,  Hill  s  diviaou  was  ooncimtratod  on 
the  disputed  height ;  the  caTahy  mm  nuuned  in  a  plain 
bdimd;  the  park  of  artillery  and  the  hospitab  were 
between  the  oandiy  and  Hill 

8B00NB  COMBAT  OF  TALATBBA. 

About  daybreak  Rnffin's  trfK>ps  a^n  menaced  the  Eng- 
lish hill,  moving  against  the  front  aiul  by  tlic  great  Vidley 
on  their  own  right,  thus  embracing  two  sides.  Tlicir  march 
was  rapid  and  steady,  they  were  followed  by  Villatte's 
Biea,  and  the  aaaaolt  was  preceded  with  a  bant  of  artil- 
lery that  rattled  nnmd  the  l^ight  and  swept  away  the 
English  milks  by  sections ;  the  sharp  chattering  of  mus- 
ketry succeeded  and  then  the  French  guns  were  pointed 
towards  the  British  centre  and  right  Soon  their  grenadiers 
dosed,  the  height  sparkled  with  fire,  and  as  the  inequalities 
of  groond  broke  the  formation  on  both  sides  small  bodies 
were  seen,  here  and  there,  stniacMinG:  for  the  masterv  with 
all  the  virolence  of  a  single  combat.  In  some  places  the 
French  were  overthrown  at  onoe^  in  others  they  wonld  not 
be  denied  and  reached  the  sonunit,  yet  the  English  ro- 
perves  always  vindicated  their  ground  and  no  permanent 
footing  wa5  obtained.  Still  the  contiict  was  maintained 
with  singnlar  obstinacy.  Hill  himself  was  wounded  and 
his  men  were  Miing  fast^  bat  the  enemy  suffered  more  and 
gare  way,  step  by  step  at  first  and  dowly  to  cover  the 
retreat  of  their  wounded,  yet  finally,  unable  to  sustain  the 
increasing  foiy  of  their  opponents  and  having  lost  above 
fifteen  hundred  men  in  the  space  of  forty  minutes,  the 
whole  mass  broke  away  in  disorder,  sheltered  by  the  renewed 
play  of  their  powerful  artillery.  To  this  destractiTe  fire 
no  adeqtiat^  answer  could  be  made,  for  the  English  l^uus 
were  few  and  of  small  calibre,  and  when  a  reinforcement  was 
demanded  firom  Cuesta  he  sent  two  pieces !  usefal  however 
they  were,  and  die  Spanish  gunnerafboj^t  them  gallantly. 
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Most  of  the  repulsed  troops  had  gone  off  by  the  great 
valley,  and  a  fayonrable  opportunity  for  a  charge  of  horse 

occurred,  but  the  Ens^lish  cavalry,  having  retired  d\iring 
the  night  for  water  and  forage,  were  too  distant  to  be  of 
service.  However,  these  repeated  efforts  of  the  French 
against  the  hill  and  the  appearance  of  their  U^t  troops 
on  the  mountain  heyond  the  valley,  taught  the  English 
general  that  he  should  |»rolong  his  flank  on  that  side  ; 
wherefore  lie  now  pubtcd  a  mass  of  cavalry  with  the  leading 
squadrons  looking  into  the  valley,  and  sent  a  Spanish 
division  of  in&iitry  to  the  mountain  itsell  At  this  time 
also,  the  Duke  of  Alhnquerqae^  discontented  with  Cnesta's 
arrangements,  came  with  his  cavalry  to  the  left  and  was 
])laced  belund  the  British  :  a  furiiiidable  array  of  horsemen, 
six  lines  in  depth,  was  thus  presented. 

Jos^h,  after  examining  the  position  from  left  to  right, 
demanded  of  Jourdan  and  Victor  if  he  should  deliver « 
general  hattle.  The  former  replied  that  when  the  great 
valley  and  the  mountain  were  unoccupied  on  the  27th,  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley's  attention  should  hare  been  dvnwu  to 
the  right  by  a  feint  on  the  Spaniards :  that  during  the 
night  the  whole  army  ehoold  have  been  silently  placed  in 
column  at  the  entrance  of  the  great  valley,  ready  at  day- 
hreak  to  form  line  of  hattle  to  its  left  on  a  new  front, 
and  so  have  attacked.  Such  a  movement  would  liini;  (  ojn- 
pelled  the  allies  to  change  their  front  also,  and  during  the 
operation  they  might  have  been  assailed  with  success.  This 
project  coold  not  then  be  executed.  The  English,  aware 
of  their  mistake,  had  ocoapied  the  valley  and  the  moun- 
tain, and  were,  front  and  flank  alike,  inattackahle.  ffmce, 
the  o/ili/  prudent  line  itaa  to  take  tip  a  position  on  the 
Albercke,  and  await  the  effect  of  Souk's  operatimm  on  the 
English  rmr* 

Viator  opposed  this  cotmsel  He  engaged  to  cany  the 
hill  on  the  English  left  notwithstanding  his  fonner  failons, 
provided  Sebastian!  would  attack  the  ri^  and  centre  at 
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the  same  moment,  finisliing  his  argument  thus :  Ifmch 
a  combinaiion  failed^  it  was  HtM  to  rmaunee  making 

WOT-. 

The  king  was  embarrassed.  His  own  opinion  coincided 
with  Jonrdan's,  yet  he  feared  Victor  wauld  make 
the  emperor  think  a  great  opportunity  had  been  lost,  and 
while  ^ns  wavering,  a  despatch  arrived  from  Sonlt^  to 
say  hiB  foioeB  could  only  readi  Plasencia  between  the  2nd 
and  5th  uf  August ;  intelligence  also  came  that  a  detach- 
ment from  the  army  of  Venegas  had  appeared  near  Toledo, 
and  his  van  was  approachinir  Aranjoess.  This  made  the 
king  tremble  for  Madrid.  The  stores  reserve  artillery 
and  general  hospitals  of  all  the  armies  in  Spain  were  there, 
and  the  tolls  received  at  the  gates  formed  almost  the  only 
p^uniary  resource  of  bis  court :  so  narrowly  did  Napoleoa 
redooe  the  expenditure  of  the  war.  These  considerations 
overpowered  his  judgment;  rejecting  the  better  counsel, 
he  resolved  to  succour  the  capital,  yet  first  to  try  the 
chance  of  battle. 

While  the  French  chiefs  were  thus  engaged  in  council, 
the  wounded  were  canied  to  the  rear ;  but  the  English  sol- 
diers were  suffering  from  hunger ;  regular  service  of  provi- 
sions had  ceased  for  several  days  and  a  few  t>uiictri  of  wheat 
in  the  grain  formed  the  Bubsiateiice  of  men  who  had 
fought  and  were  yet  to  fight  so  hardly.  The  Spanish 
camp  was  full  of  confusion  and  distrust  Cuesta  inspired 
tenor  by  his  ferocity,  but  no  confidence ;  and  Albuquerque, 
from  coTl^ittion  or  momentary  an^rer,  just  ad  the  French 
were  coming  on  to  the  final  attack,  sent  one  of  his  staff  to 
inform  the  English  commander  that  Cuestu  was  betraying 
him-  This  message  was  first  delivered  to  Colonel  Donkin, 
who  carried  it  to  Sir  Arthur,  then  seated  on  the  hill  intently 
watchini^  the  movements  of  the  advancing  enemy ;  he 
listened  without  turning  his  head,  and  drily  answering — 

*  Mf  aatlionty  Ibr  tfab  ooUoqvj  is  m  written  oommviiicitMm  from 
Itavlial  JoorduL. 
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Very  weU,  you  may  rtiurn  to  your  brigade^  continued  his 
Burvey  of  the  French.  Such  was  his  imperturbahle  resolution 
and  quick  penetration,  and  his  conduct  throughout  the 
day  was  such  aa  became  a  general  upon  wboee  vigilance 
and  intrepidity  the  &te  of  fifty  thousand  men  depended. 

The  dispositions  of  the  French  were  soon  completed. 
Ruffin's  division,  on  the  extreme  right,  was  destined  to 
cross  the  YaHey  and  move  by  the  foot  of  the  mountain  to 
turn  the  British  left 

Tillatte  was  to  menace  the  key  hill  with  one  brigade 
and  guard  the  valley  with  another,  iJiua  connecting  Baffin's 
movement  with  the  main  attack. 

Lapissc,  supported  by  Latour  Maubourg's  dragoons  and 
the  king's  reserve,  was  to  fall  with  half  his  in&ntry  upon 
Sherbiooke;  the  other  half,  connecting  its  attack  with 
Villatte's  brigade,  was  to  make  a  third  effort  to  master  the 
twice-contested  hill. 

MilLaud's  drajrotHis  were  placed  in  front  of  Talavera  to 
keep  Cuesta  in  check  ;  the  rest  of  the  heavy  cavalry  was 
brought  into  the  centre  behind  Seba8tiani»  who  was  to 
assail  the  right  of  the  British  aimy. 

Part  of  the  French  light  cavalry  supported  ViUatte'iB 
bri<jjnl<'  in  the  valley,  part  reniuiiied  in  reserve  ;  a  number 
ot  guns  were  distributed  among  the  divisions,  but  the 
principal  mass  remained  on  Victor's  hill  vrith  the  reserve 
of  light  cavalry,  where  also  the  Duke  of  BeUuno  took  post 
to  direct  the  movem^ts  of  his  corps. 

BATTLB  OF  TALAVBBA. 

From  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  mid-day  there 
was  no  appearance  of  hostility,  the  weather  was  intensely 
hot,  and  the  troops  on  both  sides  descended  and  mingled 

without  ftiir  or  suspicion  to  quench  their  thirst  ut  a 
brook  separating  the  positions  ;  but  at  one  o'clock  the 
French  soldiers  were  seen  to  gather  round  their  eagles,  and 
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the  roU  of  druius  was  heard  along  their  whole  line.  Half  an 
hom  IstoTy  Joseph's  guaidSy  the  raserve,  and  Sebastiiuu's 
oorpo  wef6  deooried  in  moToment  to  jom  Victim's  coipB^ 
Mid  at  two  o'doek,  the  taUe-land  and  the  on  the 

French  ri^^lit,  even  to  the  great  valley,  were  covered  with 
dari^L  lowering  msmm  of  men. 

At  thk  momeiit^  sooie  himdreds  of  fingUah  BoldieiB  em* 
jplojed  to  csiny  the  wounded  to  the  vear  letnmed  in  one 
hody,  and  were  by  the  French  supposed  to  be  a  detached 
LiiTps  rejoiiiing  the  army  ;  nevertheless,  the  Duke  of  Bellimo 
^Te  the  signal  for  battle,  and  eighty  pieces  of  artillery  sent 
a  tenqieet  of  bullets  befixie  the  light  troops,  who  came 
en  with  ihe  swifbiOBS  and  violenoe  of  a  hail-stonn,  and  were 
closely  followed  by  the  broad  black  columns  iii  all  the 
majeiity  of  war. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  had  from  the  summit  of  the  hill  a 
dear  Tiew  of  tiie  whole  field  of  battle.  Fiist  he  saw 
Sebastiani's  troops  radung  ibrwaids  with  the  nsnal  impe- 
tuosity  of  French  soldiers,  clearing  the  intersected  ground 
iu  their  front  and  falling  upon  Campbell's  division  with 
infinite  fniy ;  jet  that  general,  assisted  by  Madkenne's 
Mgade  and  two  Spanidi  battaliona,  withstood  their  ntmost 
efforts  ;  for  the  English  rtgiments,  putting  the  French  skir- 
mishers aside,  met  the  advancing  colnmns  witli  loud  shouts, 
looke  their  front,  lapped  their  Banks  with  tire,  and  giving 
no  respite  pushed  them  back  wiUi  a  tenible  carnage.  Ten 
gnns  were  taken,  bnt  as  Campbell  would  not  break  his 
hne  by  a  piirsuit,  the  Frt'iicli,  rallying  on  their  supports, 
made  head  for  another  attack  ;  yet  the  British  guns  and 
mnsketiy  played  so  yehemently  on  their  ma^es  while  a 
Spanish  cavaby  regiment  chaiged  their  flank,  that  ^ey 
again  retired  in  disorder  and  the  victory  was  secured  in 
that  quarter. 

Paring  this  hght  Villatte,  preceded  by  chosen  grenadiers 
and  sapported  fay  two  regiments  of  Bg^t  cavaliy,  advanced 
vp  the  great  valley,  and  IBLvMn  was  discofered  marching 
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towards  the  mountain,  whereupon  Sir  Arthur  directed  An- 
soiii's  cavalry,  composed  of  the  23rd  Light  Dragoons  and 
1  st  Gennan  hussan,  to  chaige  the  head  of  Villatte'B  colunuL 
Going  off  at  a  canter  and  increamng  their  Bpeed  aB  they 
advanced,  these  regiments  rode  against  the  enemy,  hat  soon 
caiiie  upon  the  brink  of  the  water-course,  which,  descending 
firom  the  hill,  was  there  a  cliarim  thongh  not  perceptible  at  a 
distance ;  the  French,  throwing  themselves  into  squares 
behind  it,  opoied  their  fire,  and  then  the  German  Colonel 
Arentsehild,  an  officer  whom  forty  years'  service  had  made* 
a  master  in  his  art,  reined  np  at  the  hrink,  exclaiming,  in 
liiti  Lr(jktu  phrase,  /  mil  not  kill  mij  tiouHi/  mens  '.  Higher 
up  however,  facing  the  23rd,  the  chasm  was  more  prac- 
ticable,  and  that  regiment  plunged  down,  men  and  horses 
tolling  over  each  other  in  horrible  confosion,  the  sorriTora- 
ascending  the  opposite  bank  by  two's  and  three's ;  their 
colonel,  Seymour,  was  wounded,  but  Frederick  Foiisonby,  a 
hardy  soldier,  rallied  all  who  came  up,  passed  through 
Villatte's  columns,  which  poured  fire  firom  each  side,  and 
1^  with  inexpressible  yiolenoe  upon  a  brigade  of  French 
dumewTB  in  the  rear.  The  combat  was  fierce  yet  short, 
for  Victor  had  before  detached  his  Polish  lancers  and 
Westphalian  light  horse  to  support  Villatte,  and  these 
firesh  troops  coming  on  when  the  23rd,  already  over- 
matched, could  scarcely  stand  against  the  chasseurs,  en- 
tirdy  broke  them.  Those  who  were  not  killed  or  taken 
made  for  the  Spanish  diyimon  on  the  mountain,  leaying 
behind  more  than  two  hundred  men  and  officers. 

During  tlus  time  the  hill,  the  key  of  the  posiliuii,  was 
again  attacked,  while  Lapisse  having  crossed  the  water- 
conrse  pressed  hard  upon  the  English  centre,  where  his 
artillery,  aided  by  the  great  battery  on  Victor's  lull,  opened 
large  gaps  in  Sherbrooke's  ranks,  and  his  columns  went* 
close  up  in  the  resuluiion  to  win.  They  were  vigorously 
encountered  and  yielded  in  disorder,  but  the  English  Guards, 
quitting  the  line  and  following  witk  inconsiderate  ardour 
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were  met  by  the  FrcBch  snpporting  colnmnB  and  dragoons, 
wrheretipon  the  beaten  troops  turned,  while  heavy  battcriod 
pounded  the  flank  and  front  of  the  Guards^  who  thus 
m&ltnated  drew  back,  and  ooii|cidently,  the  German  Legion 
bdnf^  sorely  preased,  got  into  confnsion. 

At  this  time  Hill's  and  (Jainpbcirs  divisions  stood  fast 
on  each  extremity  of  the  line,  yet  the  centre  of  the  British 
was  absolutely  broken,  and  victory  inclined  towards  the 
French,  when  anddenly  the  48th  was  seen  advancing  nnder 
Colonel  Donellan  throngh  the  midst  of  the  disordered 
masses.  It  seemed  as  if  this  regiment  must  be  carried 
away  with  the  retiring  crowds,  but  wheeling  back  by  com* 
panieB  it  let  them  pass  through  the  intervals,  and  then 
reanming  its  prond  and  beantifiil  line  strock  against  the* 
right  of  the  pnrguing  enemy,  plying  such  a  destructive 
musketry  and  closinff  witli  such  a  firm  countenance  that 
his  forward  movement  was  checked.  The  Guards  and 
Germans  then  rallied,  a  brigade  of  light  cavalry  came  up 
firom  the  second  line  at  a  trot,  the  artillery  battered  the 
flanks  without  intermission,  the  French  wavered,  and  the 
battle  was  restored. 

In  all  actions  there  is  one  critical  and  decisive  moment 
which  ofieis  victory  to  the  general  who  can  seise  it  When 
the  Guards  made  their  rash  charge,  Sir  Arthur,  foreseeing 
the  iseue,  had  sent  the  4^>th  (Ioami  fruin  the  hill  although  a 
rough  battle  wan  gomg  on  there,  and  at  the  same  time 
directed  the  light  cavalry  to  advance.  This  made  the 
British  strongest  at  the  decisive  point,  the  French  rekuLcd 
their  fighting  while  the  English  fire  grew  hotter,  and  their 
ringing  shouts — sure  augury  of  success — were  heard  along  the 
whole  line,  in  the  hands  of  a  great  general,  J oseph  s  guards 
and  the  reserve  might  have  restored  the  combat,  but  combi--. 
nation  was  over  with  the  French.  Sebastiani's  corps,  beaten 
on  the  left  with  the  loss  of  ten  gnns,  was  in  confusion  ;  tlie 
troops  in  the  great  valley  on  the  right,  amazed  at  the  furious 
charge  of  the  2drd  and  awed  by  four  distinct  lines  of 
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evnXrf  still  in  raerve,  remained  statianary ;  no  impmrion 

had  been  made  on  tlie  hill  ;  Lapisse  was  mortally  wounded, 
his  division  had  ^ven  way,  and  the  king  retired  to  his 
original  position. 

This  retrograde  movement  was  ooTered  by  ftkirmishew . 
and  an  inoieaaiig  fire  of  aitiUeiy;  the  BiHiriiy  exhansted 
by  toil  and  want  of  food,  and  xednoed  to  less  tiian  fourteen 
thuiisand  sabres  and  bayonets,  could  nut  pursue,  and 
the  Spanish  army  was  incapable  of  any  evolution :  at  six 
o'clock  hostilities  ceased,  yet  the  battle  was  soaicely  over 
when  the  dry  grass  and  shrnhs  took  fire,  and  a  volome 
of  flames  passing  wiUi  inoonceiTahle  rapidity  across  a  part 
of  the  field,  scorched  in  its  course  both  the  dead  and  the 
wounded ! 

Two  British  generals^  Mackenzie  and  Lang^orth,  thirty- 
one  officers  of  inferior  rank,  seven  hundred  and  sixty-seren 
seigeants  and  soldiers  were  killed.  Three  genmls^  a 
hundred  and  ninety-two  officers,  three  thoosand  seven 

hundred  and  eighteen  sers^eants  and  pri\  ates  were  wounded ; 
nine  uihctirs,  six  hundred  and  forty-three  sergeants  and 
soldiers  w  ere  missing  :  making  a  total  loss  of  six  thousand 
two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  in  the  two  days'  fighting, 
of  which  five  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-^two  fell 
on  the  28tk 

On  the  Prencli  side,  nine  huiulrcd  ami  1  ity-four,  in- 
cluding two  generals,  were  killed.  Six  thousand  two 
hundred  and  ninel^-four  were  wounded,  one  hundred  and 
fifty-six  made  prisoners ;  giving  a  total  of  seven  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty-nine  men  and  officers,  of  which 
four  thousand  were  of  Victor's  corps :  ten  guns  were  taken 
and  seven  left  in  the  woodo  by  the  French.  The  Spaniards 
returned  twelve  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded,  but  the 
oorrectnees  of  their  report  was  very  much  doubted. 

Early  on  the  29th  the  French  quitted  their  position 
for  the  hdghts  of  Salinas  behind  the  Alberohe  ;  and  ^ut 
day  General  Eobert  Urauiurd  reached  the  English  camp 
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with  the  43rd,  52nd  and  96ih  xegnneDts,  and  immediately 
took  oliaTge  of  tiie  eatpostB.   Theee  troops,  afUr  a  marok 

of  twenty  miles,  were  in  Itifmiac  near  Malpartida  de  Pla- 
sencia  wlien  the  alarm  cmiHerl  by  the  Spanish  fngitiyes 
w^senA  to  that  part.  Craoiurd,  learing  the  army  was  pressed, 
aJlowed  his  men  to  rat  for  a  few  homs,  and  then  with- 
drawing  fifty  of  the  weakest  marched  with  a  raolntion  not 
to  halt  until  he  reached  the  field  of  battle.  As  the  brigade 
advanced  crowds  of  the  runaways  were  met  with,  not 
all  Spaniards  but  all  propagating  the  vilest  falsehoods: 
ih€  anmf  wcu  defeated^ — Sir  Arikur  WelMe^  wm 
kitted, — ths  French  vere  cnfy  a  few  miiet  ditkmt:  some, 
bHnded  by  their  fears,  pretended  even  to  pomi  oat  the 
enemy's  posts  on  the  nearest  hills  !  Indif^mant  at  this 
shameful  scene  the  troopB  pressed  on  with  luipetudus  speed, 
and  leaving  only  seventeen  stragglers  behind,  in  twenty- 
six  hoars  crossed  the  field  of  battle,  a  strong  compact 
body,  having  during  that  time  marohed  sazty-two  English 
miles  in  the  hottest  season  of  the  year,  each  man  oarrying 
fiom  fifty  to  sixty  pounds  weight  Had  the  historian 
Gibbon  known  of  such  an  effort,  he  would  have  spared  his 
sneer  about  the  delicacy  of  modem  soldiers !  * 

The  desperate  fitting  of  the  English  soldier,  respond* 
ing  to  his  general's  genins,  had  now  saved  the  army  from 
the  danger  imposed  by  Onesta's  perverBsness  and  the 
infirmity  of  the  Spanish  troops.  Sir  A.  WcUeslcy  had 
stili  to  expiate  his  own  errors  as  to  Spanish  character, 
Spanisli  wai&ie,  and  the  French  power  and  resources. 

*  In  a  recent  work  upon  t!u  war  in  Alireria,  written  by  General  Yuauf, 
a  French  Zoave,  evidently  a  niHii  of  gruaL  military  tuicul,  a  march  of  sixty 
xniU  s  in  twenty-six  hours  by  a  French  detachment  b  recorded,  and  by  aa 
English  writer  has  been  compared  with  thk  of  the  light  dlfiriail.  Bvtths 
French  soldier  does  not  carry  mm  tlttlk  twO*tllirdf  «f  tha  WBi^t  «B 
English  soldier  carriM  and  Yniof  doaa  not  itj  how  nany  itragglcn  tbara 
were;  moiaof ar Uie light dhlaion Ind pmioody niada a niaf^ 
mil-  wHh  only  a  few  ham  to  rest,  or  rather  to  waah  and  cook:  their 
NdMich  1IM  thcniBra  dslity-two  niki, 
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Sonlt,  after  his  retreat,  had  so  promptly  reorganized  his 
force  as  to  be  co-operating^  with  Ney  against  the  Gallician 
iliSQigents,  when  in  the  British  camp  he  was  supposed  to  be 
wandering  distsrassed,  and  ahirking  eyeiy  foe.  Meanwhile 
Napdeoiiy  foraeeing  with  mtuitiTe  sagacity  that  tlie  Eng- 
Hflh  general  would  operate  by  the  yalley  of  the  Tagns  and 
that  (jallicia  must  consequently  be  abandoned,  gave  Soult 
authority  to  unite  in  Leon  the  troops  of  Mortier,  Ney  and 
Eellerman  to  his  own,  above  fifty  thousand  fighting  men 
in  ^  With  them  he  was  to  &11  on  the  British  commnni* 
cations  by  crossing  the  Gredos  mountains  and  entering  the 
valley  of  tlic  Tagiis  ;  but  Ney,  discontented  at  being  under 
Soult's  command,  was  dilatory,  and  the  latter  only  passed 
the  GxedoB  the  3 1st  instead  of  the  29th  as  he  designed: 
the  allies  thus  escaped  being  inclosed  between  two  French 
annies,  each  an  ovennatcb  for  them  in  nnmben  and  power 
of  moYement 

Sir  A.  Wellcsley  had  heard  on  the  30th  that  Soiilt  avmb 
likely  to  cross  the  mountains,  yet,  thinking  him  weak,  only 
desired  Cuesta  to  reinforce  some  Spanish  troops  pvevioosly 
posted  at  the  pass  of  Bancs,  which  had  however  been 
already  forced  by  the  French  ;  but  on  the  2nd  of  August 
it  became  known  tliat  ^uuh  had  descended  u]i('U  riacuicia 
and  taken  all  the  EnLrli-li  >tores  there  ,  ru  ^vs  which  aroused 
both  generals ;  then  they  agreed  that  8ir  Arthur  should 
march  agjamst  him,  while  Gnesta  remained  at  Talavera  to 
watch  ibB  king — ^promising  to  bring  off  the  men  in  the 
British  hospitals  if  forced  to  retreat.  Sir  Arthur,  rely- 
ing on  this,  marched  the  3rd.  still  tinuking  Soult  had  only 
hlteen  thousand  men,  the  remnant  of  his  former  army  ; 
bat  he  had  fifty-three  thousand,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  4th  the  Enj^ish  geneial  fimnd  himself  with  semteen 
thonsand  balf-etanred  soldiers  at  Oropesa,  Sonlt  bdng  in 
his  front,  Victor  menacing  his  rear,  and  Cuesta,  false  to  his 
word,  close  at  hand,  having  left  hlteen  hundred  British 
sick  and  wounded  to  the  enemy.   The  fate  of  the  Peninsob 
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was  then  hanging  by  a  thread  which  could  Dot  support  tht; 
weight  for  twelve  honni  and  only  one  resource  remained. 
The  bridge  of  Aixohispo  waa  near,  and  the  army  croaaed 
the  Tagus  leaving  the  French  with  all  the  credit  of  the 

On  the  mountains  beyond  that  river,  the  English  general 
namtained  a  defenaiTe  position  until  the  20th  against  the 
mmiy  :  bat  against  the  evil  pvooeedings  of  the  Spanish 
government  and  Spanish  generals  he  could  not  liold  his 
ground,  and  therefore  retired  into  Portugal ;  having  during 
his  short  campaign  lost  by  sickness  and  in  battle,  or  aban- 
doned, three  thousand  five  hundred  gallant  soldieis  and 
nearly  two  thonsand  horses,  fifteen  hundred  of  which  died 
of  want. 


s  2 
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BOOK  III. 


COMBATS  ON  THE  COA  AND  AGUEDA. 

"  /  ieMM  /kked  in  many  trouhM  wat&n,  M  Spanish 

troubled  waters,  I  mil  nmer  tnj  again" 

Thus  said  Sir  A.  Wellesley  after  the  campaign  of  Taia- 
yen)  by  which  he  had  acquired  the  title  of  Visoonnt  Wei- 
fington  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  ehaiaoter« 
Looking  then  to  Portugal  as  his  base  fo?  fotmre  operationBy 
he  conceived  and  commenced  the  gigantic  lines  of  Torres 
Vedxaa  as  a  depository  for  the  independence  of  the  Penin- 
sula— a  grand  project  conceived  and  enforced  with  ail  the 
might  of  genius.  But  while  preparing  this  stronghold  he 
did  not  resign  the  firontier,  and  when  Masse&%  Prince  of 
Esling,  menaced  Portogal  in  1810  with  sixty-fiye  thonsand 
lighting  men  in  line,  besides  garrisons  and  ruserves,  he 
found  a  mingled  Bntish  and  Portugaese  army  ready  to 
oppose  him. 

This  defensiye  force  was  disposed  in  two  distinet  masses. 
One  nnder  Geneial  Hill  opposed  inyasion  by  the  line  of 

the  Tagus,  the  other  under  Lord  Wellington  opposed  it 
by  the  line  of  the  iMtjiide«]^o  ;  they  were  however  separated 
by  the  great  Estrella  mountain  and  its  ofishoots ;  wherefore, 
when  Massena  took  Ciudad  Hodrigo  he  could  concentmte  his 
whole  annj  on  dther  line,  moving  in  6ont  of  the  Estrdla 
by  a  shorter  and  easier  road  than  the  English  general  could 
concentrate  his  troops  behind  that  mountain.  Lord  Welling- 
ton opened  indeed  a  military  road  which  shortened  the  line 
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at  co-operation  with  Hill ;  yet  this  was  only  an  alleviation, 
the  adTB&tage  ramained  with  the  French,  and  WellingtoB 
had  to  troflt  hia  own  qnickneBB  and  the  strength  of  inter- 
mediate positioiis  for  uniting  his  army  in  the  lines  of 
Torres  Vedras.  He  would  not  however  yield  any  ground 
without  force,  and  previous  to  the  fall  of  Ciudad  Kodrigo  de- 
tached General  Bob^  Ciaufnrd  with  the  light  division, 
two  legiments  of  camahrj,  and  six  pieces  of  hoise-artillery, 
to  the  Ag^eda,  in  observation  of  the  French  army.  On 
that  HflvaLicL'd  position  they  sustained  several  actions. 
The  ht  B<irba  de  Puerco,  a  village  between  which  and 
die  oppoflite  French  poet  of  San  Felices  pawned  a  f$Mmy 
diaam,  and  at  the  bott<»n,  foaming  over  hnge  rocks,  the 
Agntda,  swept  along  beneath  a  high  narrow  brld^rt'.  This 
poBt,  held  by  the  English  riflemen,  was  of  singular  Btrength, 
jet  scaioeij  was  the  line  of  the  Agaeda  taken  when  Gene- 
ml  FefejTj  a  bold  officer,  desiroiis  to  create  a  fear  of  French 
«nteq>rise  attempted  a  surprise. 

Secretly  placint;  six  hundred  grenadiers  below,  at  an 
hoar  when  the  moon  imng  behind  him  cast  long  shadows 
from  the  rocks  deepening  the  darkness  of  the  chasm,  he 
silently  passed  the  bridge^  surprised  and  bayoneted  the  sen* 
tinels,  ascended  the  opposite  cfags  with  incredible  speed 
and  fell  upon  the  picquets  so  Ikrcely  that  all  wunt  lighting 
into  the  village  while  the  hrst  shout  was  still  echoing  in  the 
golf  behind.  So  sodden  im  the  attack,  so  great  the  con- 
lanon,  that  no  order  conld  be  maintained,  and  each  soldier 
encountering  the  iicarist  (  ncmy  fought  hand  to  hand,  while 
their  colonel,  Sidney  Beckweth,  conspicuous  from  his  lofty 
Btatore  and  daring  action,  a  man  capable  of  rallying  a 
whole  amy  in  fli^t^  exhorting,  shouting,  and  peisoiially 
fitting,  urged  all  forward  nntil  the  French  were  pushed 
into  the  ravine  again  in  retreat. 

After  this  combat  (Jraufiird  kept  his  dangerous  position 
far  four  mopfliSy  during  which  several  skirmishes  took  place. 
The  one  of  most  note  was  at  the  village  of  BarquiUa, 
where  he  surprised  and  captured  some  French  horsemen, 
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bat  «A«murd8  laahljf  chaiged  two  hundred  French  infiuitiy 
under  Cftptain  Ouacfae,  and  wm  beaten  off  inth  the  IO0B  oi 

the  oavalry  colonel,  Talbot,  and  thirty-two  troopers. 

COMBAT  OF  ALHSIBA  OH  THB  COA. 

Soon  alter  this  alrinnish  Ciudad  Rodrigo  f(^,  and  Ney 

ailvanced  towards  Almeida  on  the  Coa.  Craufurd's  orders 
were  to  recross  tliat  river,  yet  from  headiitroDg  ambition  he 
remained  with  four  thousand  British  and  Portuguese  in- 
iantrf  ,  eleven  hundred  caYahy  and  mx  guns  to  fight  thirty 
thousand  Freneh  on  bad  ground  ;  for  though  his  left,  resting 
on  an  unfinished  tower  eight  huudreil  ^ards  from  Alnu  ida, 
was  protected  by  the  guns  of  that  fortress^  his  right  was 
inseoure ;  most  of  his  oavaky  was  In  an  open  plain  in  front, 
and  in  his  rear  was  a  deep  ravine,  at  the  bottom  of  whieh, 
more  than  a  mile  off,  was  the  Coa  with  only  one  narrow 
bridge  for  a  retreat. 

A  stormy  night  ushered  in  the  24th  of  July,  and  the 
troops,  dienohed  with  rain,  were  under  arms  before  daylight 
expeoting  to  retire,  when  some  pistol-shots  in  fiont,  fottowed 
by  an  order  for  the  cavaky  reserves  and  guns  to  adyance, 
gave  notice  of  tlie  enemy's  approach  ;  then  the  morning 
cleared  and  twenty-four  thousand  French  iafyaxtry,  five 
thousand  cavaliy,  and  thirty  pieces  of  artilleiy,  were  ob- 
B^ed  in  march  beyond  the  Turones.  The  British  line 
was  iiumcdiately  coutrtvcted  and  brought  uuder  the  edge  of 
the  ravinei  hut  I^ey  had  seen  Graufiird's  false  disposition, 
and  came  down  witii  the  stoop  cf  an  ea^e — four  thousand 
horsemen  and  a  powerful  artillery  swept  the  En^ish  cavalry 
from  the  plain,  atid  Loison's  infantry  rushing  on  at  a 
charging  pace,  made  for  the  centre  and  left  of  the  position. 

While  the  French  were  thus  pouring  down,  several  ill* 
judged  changes  were  made  on  the  En^^ish  side ;  a  part  of 
the  troops  were  advanced  otheni  drawn  back,  and  the  4Srd 
Kegim^t  was  placed  within  an  inclosure  of  solid  masonry 
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ten  feet  hi^h,  near  to  the  road,  about  Imlf-musket-shot 
down  the  ravine  and  having  but  one  narrow  outlet !  The 
fiiii^  in  front  became  hwj,  the  emky  the  ardlleiy  and 
FortngiieBe  ea^adores  saooessively  passed  this  inolosnre  in 
retri  at,  the  sharj)  clang  of  the  rifles  was  licard  ulung  the 
edge  of  the  plain  above,  and  in  a  few  liioments  the  impri" 
soned  regiment  would  have  been  without  a  liopc  of  escape^ 
if  hcve,  aa  in  ereiy  other  part  of  the  field,  the  battalion 
effioen  had  not  mnedied  tiie  ftnlts  of  the  general  The 
e^sptcss  was  so  narrow  ,  that  some  large  stones  were  loosened, 
a  poweriul  simultaneous  efiort  of  the  whole  line  burst  the 
wall,  and  the  next  instant  the  regiment  iras  up  with  the 
fiflemesL  There  was  no  room  for  amy,  no  time  for  any* 
ihiag  bat  battle,  and  every  captam  carried  off  his  company 
independently,  joining  as  he  could  with  the  riflemen  and 
52nd  ;  a  maas  of  skirmishers  was  thus  presented,  acting  in 
amall  partiea  and  under  no  regular  oommand,  yet  each  oop- 
fident  of  the  coniage  and  discipline  of  those  on  his  right  and 
Idft,  and  all  keeping  together  with  surprising  vigour. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  describe  the  first  burst  of  French 
soldiers.  It  is  well  known  with  what  gallantry  the  officers 
lead,  with  what  vehemence  the  troops  follow,  with  what  a 
storm  of  fire  Hmj  waste  a  field  of  batde.  At  this  moment, . 
with  the  advantacre  of  t^round  and  numbers,  they  were 
breaking  over  the  edge  of  the  ravine,  their  guns,  ranged 
along  the  summit,  poured  down  grape,  their  hussars  galloped 
orer  the  ^ads  ci  Almeida  and  along  the  road  to  the 
bridge  sabreing  everything  in  their  way.  Ney,  desirous 
that  Montbrun  should  follow  the  hussars  with  the  whole  tf 
the  French  cavalry,  sent  five  officers  in  succession  to  urge 
him  on,  and  so  mixed  wm  firiends  and  enemies,  that  only 
a  few  guns  of  the  fortress  dared  open,  and  no  oonrage 
could  have  availed  against  such  overwhelming  numbers: 
hut  Montbrun  enj<  ye  1  an  independent  cuminand,  and  as 
the  attack  was  made  without  Massena's  knowledge  ho 
would  not  stir.   Then  the  British  r^ments,  with  singular 
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intelligenoeand  discipline,  extrieated  themselra  from  thar 
penlous  situation.  Fallinfir  back  slowly  and  stopping  to 
fight  whenever  opportunity  uili^reil,  tlu  y  retired  down  the 
ravine  tangled  as  it  was  with  crags  and  vineyards  in  despite 
of  their  enemieB,  who  were  yet  so  fieroe  and  eager  that 
even  their  hmBemen  rode  amongat  the  iiicI<)0iiTe8»  stiikiiig 
at  the  soldiers  as  they  mounted  the  waDa  or  aeiambled  over 
the  rocks. 

As  the  retreating  troops  approached  the  river  the  ground 
became  mm  open,  bat  the  left  wing,  hardest  pressed  and 
having  the  shortest  dietanoe,  anived  while  the  bridge  vaa 
crowded  with  artillery  and  cavahy,  and  the  right  was  still 

distuDt !  Major  M*Leod  of  the  43rd  instantly  rallied  fuur 
companies  of  Ins  regiment  on  a  hill  to  cover  the  line  of  pas- 
sage,  he  was  joined  by  Bome  riliemen,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  brigade-major  Rowan*  posted  two  oompames  on  another 
hill  to  the  left,  flanking  the  road:  these  posts  weie  main- 
tsined  while  the  right  wing  was  filing  over  the  river,  yet 
the  French  gathering  in  great  numbers  made  a  rush,  and 
forced  the  British  companies  back  before  the  bridge  was 
cleared,  and  when  part  of  the  52nd  was  still  distant 
from  it  Veiy  imminent  was  the  danger,  but  M'Leod,  a 
yoong  man  endowed  with  a  natural  genius  £>r  war,  tamed 
his  horse,  called  on  the  troops  to  follow  and  waving  his  cap 
rode  with  a  shout  towards  the  enemy,  whom  the  sudden- 
ness of  the  thing  and  the  animating  gesture  of  the  man  pro* 
dneed  the  effect  designed,  for  the  soldiers  rushed  aftw  him, 
sheering  and  chaiging  as  if  a  whole  amy  had  been  at  thdr 
baoks:  the  odemy's  skirmishers  not  oompi«hending  this 
stoj^ped  short,  and  before  their  surprise  was  over  the  t>l!nd 
parsed  the  river,  and  M'Leod  followed  at  speed:  it  was  a 
fine  exploit ! 

As  the  in£uitiy  passed  the  bridge  they  planted  themselves 
in  loose  order  on  the  side  of  tlie  mountain,  the  artilleiy  went 

to  the  snmmit,  and  the  cavalry  observed  the  roads  to  the 

*  Now  Sir  Clivles  Rowan,  MetrupoliUa  Police. 
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light;  thia  disposition  was  made  to  watch  some  upper 
fiffcb  two  milee  off)  and  the  biidge  of  Oa0teUo  Bom ;  for  it 
WIS  to  be  apprehended  that  while  Ncy  attacked  in  fronts 
other  troops  might  pass  by  those  fords  and  bridge  of 
Castello  Bom  and  so  cut  off  the  division  from  the  army. 
The  river  was  howeyer  rising  £i8t  with  the  raiuj  and  it 
was  impoBBible  to  retreat  farther  until  nightfall 

Soon  the  French  skinniiiheni  opened  a  biting  fce  across 
the  water ;  it  was  returned  as  bitterly  ;  the  artillery  on 
both  sides  played  vigorously^  the  sounds  were  repeated  by 
numberless  echoes,  and  the  smoke  slowly  lisingi  resolved 
itself  into  an  immense  arch,  spanning  the  whole  golf  and 
sparkling  with  the  whirling  fuzes  of  the  flying  shells. 
Fast  and  thickly  the  French  gathered  behind  the  high 
rockSy  and  a  dragoon  was  seen  to  try  the  depth  of  the  upper 
stream  above,  but  two  shots  £n>m  the  52nd  killed  horse  and 
man,  and  the  carcasses  floating  down  between  the  contending 
Inrces  intiijiuted  that  the  river  was  impassable  save  by  the 
bridge.  Then  the  monotonous  tones  of  a  French  drum  were 
heard,  the  head  of  a  noble  column  darkened  the  long  narrow 
bridge,  a  drummer  and  an  officer,  the  last  in  a  splendid  uni- 
form, leaped  together  to  the  flnont  and  the  whole  rushed  on 
wi  til  loud  cries.  The  depth  of  the  ravine  deceived  the  English 
soldiers'  aim  at  hrst,  and  two- thirds  of  the  passage  was  won 
ere  a  shot  had  brought  down  an  enemy ;  yet  a  few  paces 
onwards  the  line  of  death  was  traced,  the  whole  of  the 
leading  French  section  fell  as  one  man,  and  though  the 
pallant  column  still  pressed  forward  none  could  pass 
that  temble  line :  the  killed  and  wounded  rolled  together 
until  the  heap  rose  nearly  even  with  the  parapet,  and  the 
hYiri^  mass  behind  them  melted  away  rather  than  gave 
back. 

The  shouts  of  the  British  now  ro6v  loudly,  yet  they 
were  confldently  answered,  and  in  half  an  hoar  another 
cohmm,  more  numerous  than  the  first,  sgain  crowded  the 
bridge ;  this  time  the  range  was  tax  better  judged,  and  ere 
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half  the  paaaage  waa  gained  the  multitiide  iraa  again  toni» 
shattered,  dispersed  or  slain:  only  ten  or  twelye  men 

crossed  to  take  shelter  under  the  roeks  at  the  brink  of  the 
river.  The  skirmish lug  was  then  renewed,  wliile  a  French 
Buigeon  coming  to  the  very  foot  of  the  bridge  waved  a 
handkerchief  and  eonmienced  dressing  the  wonnded  under 
the  hottest  fire  ;  nor  was  this  brave  man  s  touching  appeal 
unheevkd,  cwcry  musket  turned  from  him,  altliou;j;b  his  still 
undaunted  countrymen  were  preparing  for  a  third  attempt,  a 
last  effort)  whioh  was  made  indeed,  yet  with  fewer  numbers 
and  less  energy,  for  the  impossibility  of  forcing  the  passage 
was  l)ecoine  apparent.  'J'lie  combat  was  however  continued. 
By  the  French  as  a  point  of  huiiuur,  to  cover  the  escape 
of  those  who  had  passed  the  bridge  ;  by  the  English  ftom 
ignoranoe  of  their  object  One  of  the  enemy's  guns  was 
dismantled,  a  field  magazine  exploded,  and  many  con- 
tinued to  fall  on  both  sides  until  ubuut  four  o'clock,  when 
torrents  of  nun  caused  a  momentary  cessation  of  fire, 
the  men  amongst  the  rocks  then  escaped  to  their  own 
side,  the  fight  ceased  and  Granfurd  retired  in  the  night 
behind  the  Pinliel  river.  Forty-four  Portuguese,  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-two  British,  including  twenty-eitrht 
officers,  were  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  ;  and  it  was  at  first 
supposed  that  half  a  company  of  the  62nd)  posted  in  the 
nnfoiished  tower,  were  captured;  but  thdr  officer  had 
kept  close  until  the  night,  had  j>assed  tlic  enemy's  ])osts, 
and  crossed  the  Coa.  The  French  lost  above  a  thousand 
men,  and  the  slaughter  at  the  bridge  was  fearful  to  behold. 

During  the  combat  Oeneial  Ficton  came  up  firom  Pinhel 
alone,  Craufurd  asked  him  for  the  support  of  the  Aird 
diYi;iiun,  which  he  refused,  and  tliey  ^ 'i  Kirite'l  after  a  sharp 
altercation.''^  Picton  was  wrong,  for  Urauturd's  situation 
was  one  of  eztieme  danger ;  he  could  not  then  retire,  and 
Massena  might,  by  the  bri  lire  of  Castello  Bom,  have  taken 

*  This  nlfiToation.  tliduu'li  public  and  known  to  the  whole  diviaioii, 
has  been  ndicuiou&lj  denied  by  the  writer  of  Picton's  life. 
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the  divinoQ  in  flank  and  destroyed  it  between  the  Cos  and 
Pinhel  riTera.    Fieton  and  Cranfoid  were  however  not 

formed  by  nature  to  agree.  The  stem  countenance,  robust 
frame^  satnniine  complexion,  caustic  speech  and  austere 
demeanour  of  the  first,  promised  little  sympathy  with  the 
abort  ibick  figure,  dark  flashing  eyes,  quick  movements 
and  fiery  temper  of  the  second :  nor  did  they  often  meet 
Without  a  quarrel.  Nevertheless,  they  liad  many  points  of 
resemblance  in  their  characters  and  fortunes.  Both  were 
harsh  and  rigid  in  command ;  both  prone  to  disobedience, 
yet  exacting  entire  submission  fiom  inferiors.  Alike  am- 
bitious and  craving  uf  irl'Tv  tlicy  were  eatiTprising,  yet 
neither  was  expert  in  handling  troops  under  fire.  After 
distinp^ished  services  both  perished  in  arms,  and  being 
cdebnted  as  generab  of  division  while  living,  have  been 
flinoe  thmr  death  injndicionsly  spoken  of  as  rivalling  their 
great  leader  in  war. 

That  they  were  officers  of  mark  and  pretension  is  un- 
questionable— Cninfurd  &r  more  so  than  Picton,  because 
tiie  latter  never  had  a  separate  command  and  bis  oppox^ 
tunities  were  more  circumscribed — but  to  compare  either  to 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  displays  ignorance  of  the  men  and 
of  the  art  they  professed.  If  they  had  even  comprehended 
the  profound  military  and  political  oombinationa  he  was 
then  oondnctmg,  the  one  would  have  carefully  avoided 
fighting  on  the  Coa,  and  the  other,  far  from  refuiiiiig,  would 
have  eagerly  profiered  his  support. 


Here  some  iUnstrations  of  the  intelligence  and  the  IcBj 

spirit  of  British  soldiers  will  not  be  misplaced. 

When  the  last  of  the  retreating  troops  had  passed  the 
bridge,  an  Irishman  of  the  43rd,  named  Figot,  a  bold  tur^ 
bnlentiiBUow,  leaned  on  his  firelock,  regarded  the  advancing 
enemy  Cor  some  time,  and  then  in  the  author  s  hearing  thus 
deUradS  his  opinion  of  the  action. 
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General  Craufwrd  wanted  phri;,  so  he  stopped  on  the 
weng  nd$  ike  river ^  amd  now  he  u  knocked  ever  to  tke 
right  tide,    Tke  French  general  won't  be  eontemt  until  kie 

men  try  iv  get  on  the  wrong  side  also,  and  then  theg  wiU 
be  knocked  back*  Well !  both  will  claim  a  victor g^  which 
is  neither  here  nor  there,  but  just  in  tke  middle  of  the  river. 
Tkat'i glory  Then  firiiig  his  musket  he  fell  into  the 
ranks.  Even  to  the  letter  was  his  prediction  verified,  for 
General  Craufurd  published  a  contradiction  of  Ma&fiena's 
dispaicL 

This  sarcasm  was  enforced  by  one  of  a  tn(^c  natnre. 
There  was  a  fdlow-soldier  to  Pigot,  a  north  of  Irdand 

man,  named  Stewart  but  jocularly  called  the  Bog  because 
of  his  youth,  nineteen,  and  his  gigantic  stature  and 
strength.  He  had  fought  bravely  and  displayed  great 
intelligence  hejond  the  liyer^  and  was  one  of  the  last  men 
who  came  down  to  the  bridge,  hnt  he  wonld  not  pass. 
Tuminir  round,  he  regarded  the  Frencli  with  a  giim  look, 
and  spoke  aloud  as  follows.  JSo  !  i  hU  is  tim  end  of  our 
boasting,  Tkie  ie  our  first  battle  and  we  retreat !  The 
Bog  Stewart  wiU  mi  Ute  to  hear  tkat  eaidJ*  Then 
striding  forward  in  his  giant  might  he  fell  fbrionsly  on  the 
nearest  enemit^  with  the  ^;Lyrinet,  refused  the  quarter  they 
seemed  desirous  of  grauting^  and  died  %hting  in  the  midst 
of  themi 

Still  more  tonehing,  more  noble,  more  heroic  was  the 

death  of  Sergeant  Robert  M'Quade.  During  M'Leod's 
rush  this  man,  also  from  the  north  of  Ireland,  saw  two 
Frenchmen  level  their  muskets  on  rests  against  a  high 
fg^  in  a  bank,  awaiting  the  u|nise  of  an .  enemy ;  the 
present  Adjntant-Oeneral  Brown,  then  a  lad  of  sixteen, 
attempted  to  ascend  at  the  fatal  point ;  M*Quade,  himself 
only  twenty-four  years  of  age,  pulled  him  back,  saying 
with  a  calm  decided  tone  You  aire  too  goung  Sir  to 
be  killed/'  and  then  offering  his  own  perscm  to  the  fire  fell 
dead,  piemd  with  both  balls ! 
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BATTLB  07  BUSAOO. 

Soon  after  Cniiifiud's  combat,  Almeida  was  betrayed  by 

some  Portugaese  officeni,  s&d  Massena,  who  had  previously 
menaced  both  linets  of  iuvasiou,  adopted  that,  of  the  Mon- 
dego.  This  river,  flowing  between  the  Estrella  mountain 
and  the  Sierra  deCaiamnla,  is  aepaiated  by  the  latter  from 
theooast,  along  which  the  Boyal  road  nma  from  Oporto  to 
Lisbon.  The  roads  on  each  side  of  the  river  were  very 
rugged,  and  at  the  southern  end  of  the  valley  crossed  by 
two  mountain  ridges,  namely,  the  Siena  de  Murcella  on 
tlie  left  baok,  the  Sierra  de  Busaoo  on  the  right  bank. 
Wenington  had  prepared  the  former  for  battle,  and  Oeneral 
Hill  was  coming  to  it  by  the  military  road,  but  Massena, 
aware  of  its  strength,  crossed  to  the  right  of  the  Mon- 
degO|  moving  by  Viseu,  to  turn  Wellington's  flank  and  sur- 
pdae  Ooimbra ;  he  howerer  knew  fiothing  of  Busaoo,  which 
ooTered  that  city,  and  bo  M  into  the  worst  road  and  lost 
two  days  waitincr  for  his  artillery.  Meanwhile  his  adver- 
sary  also  passed  the  Mondego,  and  sending  troops  to  the 
frcmt  broke  the  bridges  on  the  Giiz  and  Dao,  mountain 
tonents  crossing  ihe  French  line  of  maich. 

Coimbra  could  not  then  be  surprised,  yet  Massena  could 
from  Viseu  gain  the  royal  coast-road  and  su  reach  Coimbra, 
turning  the  Busaco  position ;  he  could  also  repass  the 
Mondego  and  assail  the  MnrceUa;  wherefore  the  allied 
amy  was  necessarily  scattered.  Hill  had  by  forced 
marches  n  jiclKd  the  Murcella;  Spencer  was  detached  to 
watch  the  royal  coast-road  ;  the  light  division,  Pack's  Por- 
tuguese and  the  cavahy  were  in  observation  on  the  Visen 
foi^ ;  the  remainder  of  the  army  was  in  reeenre  at  the 
lords  of  the  Mond^,  to  act  on  either  side.  In  this  state 
of  aflairs  happened  a  strange  incident.  The  light  division 
having  established  its  bivouac  towards  evening  in  a  pine- 
wood  a  peasant  advised  a  removal^  saying  it  was  known  as  the 
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Devil's  woody  that  an  evil  influence  leigned^  and  no  penon 
who  slept  there  had  ever  escaped  it.  He  was  langhed  at,  yet 

he  did  not  fable.  In  the  night  all  the  troops,  men  and  utiicers, 
seized  as  it  were  witii  sadden  £renzy,  started  £rom  sleep 
and  dispcned  in  all  directions:  nor  was  their  strange  tenor 
allayed  nntil  Yoioes  were  heard  crying  ont  the  enemy's 
cavalry  were  amongst  them,  when  the  soldiers  mechanically 
ran  together  and  the  illubiuu  was  dissipated. 

After  some  delay  Massena  moved  down  the  Mondego 
and  Bnsaeo  was  then  ooonpied  by  the  English  general 
His  line  was  eight  miles  long,  flaiJced  on  the  right  by  the 
river  and  on  the  left  connected  with  the  Caramula  by 
ndges  and  ravines  impervious  to  an  army.  A  road  along 
the  crest  famished  ea^  oommnnication,  and  the  ford  of 
PenaOova^behindtherijB^tygavedirect  aocesB  to  the  Mnr>- 
cella  ridge.  Kngged  and  steep  the  hce  of  Bnsaoo  was,  yet 
the  summit  h:ul  s}):ice  lur  the  action  of  a  few  cuvalry,  und 
salient  points  gave  play  to  the  artilieiy  while  the  counter- 
ridge  offned  no  faMsility  to  the  enemy's  guns.  When  it 
was  first  adopted  some  generals  expiesBed  a  fear  that  the 
Prince  of  Esling  would  not  attack — **  But  if  he  does  I  shall 
heat  him  was  Wellingtons  reply:  he  knew  his  obstinate 
character. 

Massena  had  three  amy  corps,  Ney's»  Jnnot's,  and  Bey- 
nier's,  and  a  division  of  heavy  cavalry  under  Montbron  \ 

and  iuj  he  knew  nothing  of  the  Torres  Vedraa  lined  and 
despised  the  Portuguese  he  was  convinced  the  English 
wonid  retreat  and  embaris.  A  great  general  in  dangerous 
conjnnctnreSy  he  was  here,  firom  ^  and  satisfied  ambition^ 

negligent,  dilatory,  and  misled  by  some  Portuguese  noble* 
men  in  his  camp.  Instead  of  marching  with  his  whole 
army  compact  for  battle,  he  retained  Junot  and  Montbrun 
in  the  rear  while  Ney  and  Beynier,  restoiing  the  bridges 
over  the  Criz,  drove  the  English  cavalry  into  the  hiBs, 
fiirced  back  the  light  division  with  a  sharp  fight,  and 
crowned  tlie  counter  ridges  in  firont  of  Busaco. 
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Ney  fleeing  Bmaeo,  a  crested  monntaiii,  eodd  not  hide 

strong  reserves,  that  it  was  only  half-occupied  aTi(!  that 
the  troopB  were  moving  about  in  the  disorder  of  first  taking 
up  unknown  ground,  wished  to  attack  at  onoe ;  but  Mas- 
sena  was  ten  miles  in  rear,  and  an  officer  sent  to  ask  his 
assent  was  kept  two  honrs  without  an  audience  tuid  then 
sent  back  witli  an  order  to  await  the  prince's  arrival.*  A 
great  opportunity  was  thus  lost,  for  Spencer  had  not  then 
come  in,  hdik  was  only  passing  the  Mondcgo,  Hill  was 
on  the  Mnroella,  scarcely  twenty-five  thousand  men  were 
in  line,  and  tliLTc  was  unavoidable  confusion  and  great 
int^rvab  between  the  diyisions. 

Ney  and  Beynier  wrote  in  the  night  to  Massena  advis- 
ing an  attack  at  daybreak,  yet  he  did  not  come  np  until 
midday  with  Jnnot's  corps  and  the  cavalry,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded leisurely  to  examine  the  position.    It  was  now  c(»m- 
pietely  manned.    Hill  had  the  extreme  right,  Leith  was 
next  inline,  Picton  next  to  Leith.  Spencer's  divimon  and  a 
regiment  of  dragoons  were  on  the  highest  crest  in  reserve, 
Laving  on  their  left  the  convent  of  Busaco.    In  front  of 
Spencer  was  a  Portuguese  division  posted  half-way  down 
the  mountain,  and  on  his  left  in  front  of  the  convent  was 
the  light  division  supported  by  a  German  brigade  and  the 
19th  Portuguese  Regiment  Cole's  division  dosed  the  ex- 
treme left,  on  a  line  with  the  light  division  and  covered, 
§atkk  and  front,  by  impassable  ravines.    There  were  long 
intervals  in  the  line,  but  the  spaces  between  were  unaasaii- 
able,  the  artillery  was  disposed  on  all  the  salient  points^ 
skirmishers  covered  all  |he  accessible  ground,  and  so  for- 
midable did  the  position  appear  that  Ney  ntw  strongly 
objected  to  an  attack.    Reynier  however,  a  presumptuous 
man,  advised  one,  and  Massena  made  dispositions  for  the 
next  morning. 

*  For  this  anecdote  my  anthoritj  wat  Ney's  first  aide.de-camp,  the 
officer  enploTCcL  HenidMaMMfiatiiibMl,  md  ipoke  to  him  thnragh 
fha  daor. 
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His  podtioii  did  not  pennit  any  broad  front  of  altaok, 
and  two  points  were  ohom.   Rejnier  was  to  fall  on 

Picton.  Ney  was  to  nssuil  the  lisrlit  division.  These 
attacks,  governed  by  the  roads,  were  about  three  miles 
asunder,  and  as  Jnnot's  coKps  and  Mantbmn's  oavaby 
were  hdd  in  reserve,  only  forty  thousand  men  were  em- 
ployed to  storm  a  mountain  on  which  sixty  thousand 
enemies  were  posted  :  yet  the  latter,  from  the  extent  of 
their  ground  and  the  impossibility  of  making  any  ooonter 
attaok,  were  tbe  weakest  at  the  deoisiYe  points. 

The  light  division  was  on  a  spar,  or  rather  brow  of 
ground,  overhanging  a  ravine  so  deep  that  the  eye  could 
scarcely  discern  troops  at  the  bottom,  but  so  narrow  that 
the  French  twelve-poundeiB  ranged  across,  and  towards 
dosk  their  light  tioops»  dropping  by  twos  and  threes  into 
the  lowest  parts,  endeavonred  to  stnl  np  the  wooded  deUs 
and  hollows,  close  to  the  picquets  of  the  division  ;  they 
were  vigorously  checked,  yet  similar  attempts  at  different 
points  kept  the  troops  watchfol,  and  indeed  none  hut 
vetenns  tired  of  war  oonld  have  slept  beneath  that  serene 
sky  glittering  with  stars  above,  while  the  dark  moontains 
were  crowned  with  innumerable  fires,  arouiul  wliich  more 
than  a  hundred  thousand  brave  men  were  gathered. 

Before  daybreak  on  the  27th,  five  columns  of  attack 
were  in  motion,  and  Beynier's  troops,  having  comparatively 
easier  ground,  were  in  the  midst  of  the  picqueU  and 
skirmishers  of  Picton's  division  almost  as  souu  as  they 
could  be  perceived ;  the  resistance  was  vigorous  and  six  guns 
played  along  the  ascent  with  gi^pe,  yet  in  half  an  honr 
the  French  were  close  to  the  summit  of  the  mountain ! 
with  such  iistonishing  power  and  resolution  lUd  they 
overthruw  ever}'tiuiig  that  opposed  their  prugrcss.  The 
right  of  the  third  division  ^vas  forced  back,  the  8th  Por> 
tognese  Beginmt  broken,  the  highest  part  of  the  crest  was 
gained  between  Picton  and  Lath,  and  the  leading  batta* 
lions  cstablLslitd  them^lves  amoughi  bume  crowning  rockSi 
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wliile  ft  Ibllowiikg  mass  wheeled  io  ihe  right,  designing  to 

sweep  the  summit  of  the  sierra.  Lord  WeDington  imme- 
diately opened  two  guns  with  grape  upon  their  flank,  a 
heavy  musketiy  was  poured  into  their  front,  and  the 
68th  Eegimenti  joined  bj  a  inng  of  the  45th,  chaiged 
fdrionsly  ;  firesh  men  oonld  not  have  withstood  that  terrible 

shock  ;  the  French,  exhausted  by  their  (■floi  ts,  opposed 
only  a  btraggling  fire,  and  both  parties  went  mingled 
together  down  the  mountain  aide  with  a  mighty  clamour 
and  oonlaaion,  their  track  strewed  with  the  dead  and  d^g 
eyen  to  the  bottom  of  the  Talley. 

Meanwhile  the  battalions  which  had  first  gained  the 
crest  formed  to  their  left,  resting  their  right  on  a  precipice 
overhanging  the  reTene  side  of  the  sierra;  the  position 
was  thns  gained  if  any  reserve  had  been  at  hand ;  for  the 
greatest  p^t  of  Fioton's  troops  were  engaged  elsewhere, 
and  some  of  the  French  skinmshers  actnally  descended 
the  back  of  the  position.  A  misty  cloud  ca[)ped  the  sum- 
mit, and  this  hostile  mass,  ensconced  amongst  the  rocks, 
oonld  not  be  seen  except  by  Leith  ;  bat  that  officer  had  put 
a  brigade  in  motion  when  he  first  peroei^ed  the  Tigorons 
impression  made  on  Hcton,  and  though  two  miles  of 
merged  ground  were  to  be  passed,  on  a  narrow  front, 
before  it  could  mingle  in  tlie  fight,  it  was  coming  on 
rapidly,  the  Koyals  in  reserve,  the  38th  seeking  to  turn 
the  enemy's  right  and  the  9th,  nnder  Colonel  Cameron, 
menacing  his  front :  the  predpice  stopped  the  38th,  bat 
Cameron,  hearing  from  a  staff-officer  how  critictl  was  the 
affair,  fonned  line  under  a  violent  fire,  and  without  return- 
ing a  shot  run  in  upon  the  French  grenadiers  and  drove 
ihem  from  the  rocks  with  inesis^ible  biavery ;  then  he  plied 
them  with  a  destnietiTe  musketry  as  long  as  they  oonld 
he  reached,  bnt  with  excellent  discipline  refrained  from 
pursuit  lest  the  crest  of  the  position  should  be  again  lost ; 
for  the  mountain  was  rugged  and  to  judge  the  general 
state  of  the  action  difficult    Hill  however  now  edged 
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in  towards  the  scene  of  action,  Leith's  socraid  bric^ade 
jawed  tli6  first,  and  a  great  mass  of  fresh  troops  was  thus 
ooBoentated,  while  Eeynier  had  aeither  leattnm  nor  gam 
to  restore  thfi  fight 

Ney's  atiaok  had  as  little  success.  From  the  moun- 
tain  fipur  where  the  Hdit  division  stood,  tlie  bottom  of 
thfi  valley  could  be  disc^mod,  the  ascent  was  much  steepec 
ifaftn  whin  Bignuar  had  atteoked,  and  Chnofiird  in  a 
happy  mood  of  command  made  mastody  dispositional  The 
platfunn  which  he  held  was  scooped  so  as  to  concc:il  tltc 
43rd  and  52nd  regiments  drawn  up  in  line,  and  hence  the 
German  in^Emtry  who  were  behind  them,  being  on  higher 
gfomnd,  appealed  the  only  solid  line  of  icdstanee.  Bone 
rocks  overhanging  tiie  descent  fanuBhed  natural  emhrasmes, 
in  whieli  the  divisional  gun.s  were  placed,  and  the  riflemen 
and  Portuguese  oagadcnes,  planted  as  filcirmiahftiy^  oaveied 
the  slope  of  the  mountain. 

While  it  was  still  daik  a  straggling  mnsketry  wis  heMrd 
in  the  deep  ravine,  and  when  light  broke,  three  heavy 
masses  entering  the  woodf?  below  threw  forward  a  swarm 
of  li^  troops.  One  column^  under  General  Marohand,  on 
emeig^igiirom  the  darkehaemtomed  to  its  left  and  seoBoed 
intMt  to  turn  the  right  of  the  di^on  ;  a  second  under 
Loison  made  straiglit  up  the  face  of  the  mountain  by  a 
road  leading  to  the  convent ;  the  third  remained  in  reserve. 
Qenend  Simon's  brigade  wbb  at  the  head  of  Loison's  attack^ 
and  it  aacended  nith  a  wonderfol  alacritgf ;  for  thovic^  the 
skirmishers  plied  it  nnosasin^ly  with  musketry,  and  tilie 
artiller}'  biillet.s  swept  through  it  iiuiu  iiuiit  to  rear,  it^  order 
was  not  distur)>ed  nor  its  speed  abated.  The  English  guns 
weie  worked  with  great  r^idity^  yet  thmr  ra^ge  was  ooit- 
traoted  every  ronnd,  the  enemy's  musket  halls  oame singing 
up  in  a  sharper  key,  and  soon  the  British  skirmishers,  breath- 
less and  begrimed  with  powder,  rushed  over  the  cdifc  of  the 
ascent — the  artillery  then  drew  back  and  the  victorious  cries 
of  the  French  weie  heard  within  a  few  yards  of  the  summit 
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Cranfiird,  standiDL:  alone  on  one  of  the  rocks,  had  silently 
watched  the  attaok,  but  now,  with  a  (juick  shrill  cry  called 
«n  the  two  regiments  to  dovge !  Then  a  honid  flfaovt 
startled  tiw  Fieiioii  eohunft  snd  eighteeii  hnndved  Bntuh 
bayoBeta  imt  sptiklnig  ever  ^  farovr  of  Die  hill :  yet  so 
sternly  resolute,  m  hardy  was  the  enemy,  that  each  man 
ci  the  hrst  section  raised  his  musket  and  two  officers  witk 
tA  BoldkiB  of  the  M  befim  then :  mot «  Freiiehnaa 
liid  BOBSed  haB  nafk  I  They  oovdd  do  no  mm :  the  head 
of  their  column  was  violently  thrown  back  upon  the  rear, 
both  flanks  were  overlapped,  three  tenible  discharges  at 
five  yards*  distanoe  shattered  the  wavering  mass,  and  a 
kn^  trail  of  htokeaams  and  bleeding  eaioams  marked  tiie 
Hue  of  flight  Tlie  main  body  of  the  Britieh  stood  htt, 
hut  some  companies  followed  down  the  inouiitaiu,  whereupon 
Hey  threw  forward  his  reserved  division,  and  0|>enii^  his 
gone  fnm  the  oppoeite  heights  killed  mne  of  the  pvnoen: 
thoB  mmed  th^  veeovered  their  own  gronndi  asid  the 
Germans  wm  brought  forward  to  the  skirmirii.  Meen^ 
while  a  mnall  flankins:  detachment  iiad  passed  round  the 
right,  and  nmng  near  the  convent  was  defeated  by  the  Idth 
FofftngMe  regiment  under  Colond  M'Bean. 

Loiflon  did  not  leneir  the  fi|^,  but  Mavehand,  haying 
gained  a  pine-wood  half-way  up  the  mountain  on  iibie  ri^ 
of  the  light  divibioii,  had  sent  a  cloud  of  skiriiiishers  up 
ftom  thenoe  about  the  time  General  Bimon  was  beaten  ;  the 
aacent  waa  however  bo  eteep  that  Pack's  PortagaeBe  aoffioed 
to  hold  them  in  cheek,  and  higher  up  Speneer  showed 
hib  line  of  foot-guards  in  support ;  Craufurd's  artillery 
also  smote  Marchand  s  people  in  the  pine-wood,  and  Ney, 
who  WHS  there  in  pmon,  after  sustaining  this  murderous 
easmonade  for  an  honr  relinqnished  that  attadc.  The 
desultory  %hting  of  light  troops  then  ceased,  and  before 
two  o'clock  parties  from  both  armies  were,  under  a  mo- 
mentary truce,  axoicabiy  mi&ed  searching  for  wounded 
men. 
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Towaida  eyening  a  Frenoih  company  with  signal  audacity 
seized  a  village  lialf-musket-shot  from  the  light  division, 
and  refused  to  retire  ;  whereupm  Crauturd,  turning  twelve 
guns  on  the  houses,  overwhelmed  them  with  ballets,  but 
after  paying  the  Fiench  captain  ibis  diBtangaiahed  honooTy 
reooreied  Yob  temper,  and  sent  a  company  of  the  43id 
down  whidi  deaied  the  Tillage  in  a  few  minutes.  Mean- 
while an  affecting  incident,  contr;isting  strongly  with  the 
savage  character  of  the  preceding  events,  added  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  day.  A  poor  orphan  Portngoese  giil»  seven- 
teen yean  of  age  and  yery  handsome,  was  seen  coming 
down  the  moontain,  driving  an  ass  loaded  witii  all  her  pro- 
perty through  the  midst  of  the  French  army.  She  had 
abandoned  her  dwelling  in  obedience  to  the  proclamation, 
and  now  passed  over  the  field  of  battle  with  a  childish  sim- 
plicity, totally  nnconsdons  of  her  perilous  situation  and 
scaioely  nndemtanding  which  were  the  hostile  and  which 
the  fiiendly  troops,  for  no  man  on  either  side  waa  so  brutal 
as  to  molest  her. 

This  battle  was  fought  unnecessarily  by  Massena,  and 
by  Wellington  reluctantly,  being  forced  thereto  frmi  the 
miscondnct  of  the  Portuguese  go?emment  It  was  how- 
erer  entirely  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  French,  who  had  a 
general  and  dght  hnndred  men  hilled,  two  generals  wonnded, 
and  one,  Simon,  made  prisoner.  Their  whole  loss  may  be 
estimated  at  four  thousand  hve  hundred  men,  while  that  of 
the  allies  did  not  exceed  thirteen  hundred. 

Massena  now  judged  Busaco  impregnable,  and  as  it  could 
not  be  tamed  by  ^e  Mondego,  because  the  allies  mi^t 
pass  that  river  on  a  shorter  line,  it  was  proposed  in  council 
to  return  to  Spain  ;  at  that  moment  a  peasant  told  him  of 
a  road  leading  over  the  Caramola,  and  he  resolved  to  turn 
the  allies'  left.  To  mask  this  moTement  the  skirmishing 
was  renewed  on  the  28th  so  wannly  that  a  general  battle  waa 
expected ;  yet  an  ostoitatious  display  of  men,  the  disap- 
pearanoe  of  baggage,  and  the  casting  up  of  earth  indicated 
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some  other  design.    In  the  eTening,  the  French  infantry 
ware  Bensibly  dimiiughed,  the  caTaby  was  dewnfid  windiiig^ 
the  digtont  monntaiiui  towards  the  allies'  left,  and  the 

prujcct  was  tlitn  apparent.  Wellington  arrivL-d  from  the 
right,  and  obser^'ed  the  distant  columns  for  some  time  with 
great  earnestness;  he  seemed  imeasy,  his  coimtenaBce 
bene  a  fievce  and  angiy  expzession,  and  suddenly  mounting 
ilk  horse  he  rode  off  without  speaking— -one  honr  later  and 
the  army  was  in  movement  to  abandon  Busaco,  for  ^[asscna 
had  threaded  the  defiles  of  the  Caramola  and  was  march- 
ing npon  Coimhra. 

Wellington's  plan  was  to  lay  the  coimtiy  waste  befine 
the  enemy,  but  only  the  richest  inhabitants  had  quitted 
Coimbra  ;  that  city  was  still  populous  ^vhen  the  enemy's 
approach  left  no  choice  but  to  %  or  risk  the  punishment 
of  death  and  inibmy  annoimeed  for  remaining :  then  a 
Boene  of  distress  ensaed  that  the  most  hardened  ooold  not 
behold  without  emotion.  Mothers  with  children  of  all  asrcs, 
the  sick,  the  old,  the  bedridden,  and  even  lunatics,  went 
or  were  carried  forth,  the  most  part  with  little  hope  and 
leas  help  to  jooxney  for  days  in  company  with  contending 
armies.  Fortimatefy  Ibr  this  nn^ppy  multitude  the 
"weather  was  fine  and  the  roads  firm,  or  the  frreatcst  number 
must  have  perished  in  the  most  deplorable  manner :  all 
this  misery  was  of  no  avail :  though  the  people  fled,  the 
povisioiis  were  left  and  the  mills  were  bnt  partially  and 
imperfectly  ruined. 

On  the  let  of  October,  the  allied  outposts  were  driven 
from  a  hill  north  of  Coimbra,  and  the  Trench  hozsemen 
entered  a  plain,  where  they  suffered  some  loss  from  a  can- 
nonade The  British  caTalry  were  there  drawn  np  on  open 
ground  in  opposition,  and  as  the  disparity  of  numbers  was 
not  Tery  great,  the  opportunity  seemed  fair  for  a  good  stroke ; 
jet  Ibey  withdrew  across  the  Mondego,  and  so  unskilfiilly 
that  some  of  the  hindmost  were  cnt  down  in  tiie  middle 
the  river,  and  the  French  were  only  prevented  from  forcing 
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the  pa35age  of  the  ford  bj  a  fitroDg  skirmifth  in  wlach 
Mty  or  sixty  men  fell 

Thiiiiiil(wiid  fight  oiwi|wlM^ 
kvtily  tbioiifili  iha  dty  to  gain  the  defile  of  Gondeixa, 
vllieli  coyiiiH'Hced  at  the  end  of  the  bridge  ;  all  the  inli  il  i- 
tantfl  who  had  not  befioxe  quitted  the  place  then  rushed  outy 
nith  wimi  ooold  be  eMght  vp  m  bead,  dhfing  beibve  tlicm 
aniniib  bided  miik  mA  peopk  aad  duUren  on  to  the 
bridge,  where  the  press  became  so  great  the  troops  halted. 
This  stoppage  was  close  to  tlie  prison  iium  wiiviice  the 
jailer  Iiad  fled  with  the  keys,  and  the  |iri-nrr5?,  crowding  to 
Ae  windowv^  Btmed  to  tear  the  hen  off  with  theic  hande, 
and  eren  with  Hmt  teeth,  bellowiDg  ia  the  most  firmtic 
liianner.  Then  the  bitter  hi  mentations  of  the  mulutuae  in- 
creased, mid  the  pistol-shots  of  the  cavalry  engaged  at  the 
ford  below  were  distinctly  heard ;  it  was  a  ehoekiiig  scene ; 
hat  WiUian  C^beU,  a  staff  oiicer  of  heraio  etm^ 
temper,  hroke  the  prieon  doon  aid  freed  the  wretched  in* 
inatrH.  Tlie  troops  then  forced  a  way  over  the  bridsre,  yet 
at  the  other  end,  the  defile  wae  cut  through  high  rocks,  and 
SO  erowM,  no  pa«Mge  oovld  be  made,  a  tmp  of  Fxeneh 
dsagoensy  having  piissed  an  imwatohed  ted  hovered  dxm 
to  the  flank  and  one  re^ment  of  inf;uitry  cuulJ  luive  de- 
stroyed the  division,  wedged  as  it  was  in  a  hollow  way, 
aoabJe  to  letreat,  advanee,  or  break  out  on  either  side. 

Three  days  Maasena  halted  at  Coimbfay  the  foarth  he 
advaaeed,  leaving  behind  his  sick  and  wwmded  with  a 
garrison,  in  all  five  thouriuad  men,  who  wer*'  suddenly 
captured  four  days  later  by  a  small  militia  force  under 
Geftenel  Tiaat  1  This  ktmjf  him  (mid  4mcomi^ 
wmM'**  did  not  stop  the  Frnieh  piinoey  and  daring  his 

*  This  forcible  expression,  now  become  common,  is  generally  sappoMd 
tD  Wan  originml  raying  of  the  late  Lord  Melbounie;  but  it  it  not  to. 
It  wai  fint  employed  by  the  Spanish  government  in  ■  mawlfiwto,  t» 
dbmaaAtB  tlie  bat^of  Baylen,  and  Lord  Mdboame  adopCcdil  wUtieat 
WiBMikdging  its  mmtmm 
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pursuit  thirty-six  Ficiicli  squadrons  fell  oii  tin  British 
sqnadrons,  but  in  a  severe  fight  did  not  gain  five  nnlto  la 
many  hours ;  yet  a  few  dajs  after  his  caTalry  had  the 
adwitage  in  agreaier  action^  and  finally  the  allies  entered 
tiie  linea  of  ToireB  Vediaa,  the  existence  of  vMch  was  fiiet 
made  known  to  Massena  hy  the  bar  they  offered  !  Several 
skirmishes,  in  which  the  English  general  ITarvty  was 
wounded  and  the  French  general  Bt.  Croix  killed,  were 
neoeBsaiy  to  oonTinoe  him  they  could  not  be  gtomed  ;  and 
though  he  was  without  magamneB,  he  continued  to  hold  his 
menacing  poaiion  until  the  country  behind  him  was  a 
desert :  then  falling  back  twu  inarches,  he  took  a  defensive 
position  at  Santarem  and  was  in  turn  blockaded  by  Lord 
Wellington. 
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MAIAOORDA. 

Before  Massena  invaded  Portugal  king  Joseph  had  sub- 
dued Andalusia,  except  the  Isla  de  Leon  where  Cadiz  stands. 
He  left  Soult  ia  that  province  with  a  krge  amy,  of  which 
a  part  noder  Sebaatiani  held  Qrenada)  while  another  part 
under  Victor  blockaded  the  iBla  tiith  immenBe  woiks ;  the 
remainder,  under  Sonlt  in  person,  formed  a  field-fbrce  to 
war  against  insurrections  and  the  numerous  Spanish  trooj)S 
which  in  separate  bodies  acted  ^inst  him.  The  Spaniards 
then,  after  long  demurring,  admitted  an  anzifiarj  British 
and  Portngneee  force  into  Cadiz  nnder  Oe&eral  Graham/ 
whose  arriTal  was  signalized  hy  the  cannonade  of  Mata- 
gorda, This  6m'A\  fort,  witliout  ditch  or  bomb-proof,  wad 
held  for  fifty-four  days  by  a  garrison  of  seamen  and  sol- 
diers, under  Captain  M^Lcanjf  close  to  the  French  lines 
at  the  Trocadera  A  Spanish  se?enfy-£)Qr,  and  a  flotiUa 
had  co-operated  in  the  resistance  nntil  daybreak  on  the  2l8t 
of  March  ;  bnt  then  a  hissing  shower  of  heated  shot  made 
them  cut  their  cables  and  run  under  the  works  of  Cadiz, 
while  the  fire  of  forty-eight  guns  and  mortars  of  the 
largest  size,  waa  turned  upon  the  fort,  whose  feeble  parapet 
Taniahed  before  that  crashing  flight  of  metal^  leaving 
only  the  naked  rampart  and  nndannted  hearts  of  the  gar- 

*  Lord  Lynedock.  f  Nov  lient-Gen.  Sir  A.  M'ljean. 
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risen  for  defence.  Tlio  men  fell  hst,  and  the  enem}'  shot 
so  quick  and  clof?e  that  a  staff  bearing  the  Spanish  flag  was 
broken  six  times  in  an  hour  ;  the  colouig  were  then  fastened 
to  the  an^e  of  the  work  itself  bat  vniriUingly  by  the 
men,  eBpeoiaDy  the  BaOofS,  all  Galling  oat  to  hoiat  the 
British  ensign,  and  attributing  the  slaughter  to  their  fight- 
ing under  a  foreicm  flag  1 

Thirty  hours  this  tempest  lasted,  and  sixty-four  men  out 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  had  fiiUea^  wh^  Ghnham,  finding 
a  diTenion  he  had  projected  impiacticable>  sent  boata  to 
cany  off  the  aomvon.  With  these  boi^  went  Major 
Lefebre  an  cnfrfneer  of  irreat  promise,  but  to  fall  there,  the 
last  man  whose  bioud  wetted  the  ruins  thus  abandoned : 
and  here  be  recorded  an  action  of  which  it  is  di£icult  to 
aay  whether  it  were  moat  feminine  or  heroia  A  aergeant'a 
wtfe^  named  Betaon,  was  in  a  caaemate  with  wounded  men 
-when  a  young  drummer  was  ordered  to  fetch  water  from  the 
well  of  the  fort ;  seeini^  the  child  Iie^itate,  she  snatched  the 
Tessel  from  him,  braved  the  terrible  cannonade,  and  when 
a  diot  cat  the  backet-oord  from  her  hand^  reoorered  it  and 
folfilled  her  minion. 


EATTIA  OF  BAROSA. 

Alter  Matagcnda  was  abandoned,  the  Spaniards  in  Cadiz 
beoame  so  apaihetio  that  Oeneral  Qiaham  bitterly  said  of 
them  "  They  wUhed  ik$  BngUdi  wmld  driw  away  the 

French  tJiat  thev  might  eat  strawberries  at  Chidana.'* 
^lowever  in  December  Soult  was  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Massena,  and  when  his  departure  was  known  in  January, 
1811,  Victor's  force  being  then  weak^  Graham  undertook^ 
in  concert  with  La  Pen%  captain-general  at  the  Ida^  to 
raise  the  blockade  by  a  maritime  expedition.  Contrary 
winds  baffled  this  project,  and  in  February  Victor  was 
reinforced;  nevertheless  ten  thousand  infantry  and  six 
hundred  cavalry  were  again  embarked,  b^ng  to  land  at 
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Tarifa,  march  upon  Chidana,  and  take  th6  French  liuts 
in  reveise.  Meanwhile  General  Zayafl,  wba  xenained  with 
IIm  ftf— foMi  Iflfib  i&  thft  Ui^  WBB  to  oist  s  biidgB 
nevtiieseirflumliiiofilieStiitiPalB^  a  ihip-eanal  jdxiing 

tliu  liurlM  ur  tu  the  sea  and  cutting  off  the  Isla  tium  the 
continent ;  Ballesteros  wag  to  ya<»>^  Seville ;  the  Par- 
tidas  were  to  keep  Sebastiani  in  dieek,  and  iiimifwtiuiiii 
tme  ttpaetod  in  all  qnartflm 

The  Britij^  troops,  passing:  their  port  in  a  gale  the  SSiid, 

landed  at  Algesiras  hut  marched  to  Tarifa,  and  were 
joiQed  by  the  garrison.    Somewhat  more  than  four  thou- 


• 
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ii^ffjiyting  two  i**«fw"«^  of  the  SOth  Portugiiaee^ 


and  one  hnndnd  and  eighty  QcRian  luuBaiB,  imm  tkng 

assemhled  under  Graham,  guu  J  and  hardy  troops,  and  him- 
self a  daring  old  man  of  a  ready  temper  for  battle.  La 
Pena  amved  the  27th  with  the  Spanidi  oontingent,  and 
Qiaham  to  pwicm  nnmmity  ceded  the  cenmaad,  altiiongh 
oooArary  to  Ida  inetraotions.  Next  day  the  whole  mo^ 
forward  twelve  miles,  pa;5ding  some  ridges,  which,  descend- 
ing isam  tho  iionda  to  the  gepsurate  the  pkina  of  San 
Boque  from  ihoee  of  Medina  and  Chiclana.  The  troopa 
were  then  re-oiganixed.  General  Laidiaabal  had  the  Tan- 
guard,  the  Ptince  of  Anglona  the  centre ;  the  reeerre,  two 
Spanish  re<^ment3  and  the  British  troops,  was  confided  to 
Graham  ;  the  cavalry  of  both  nations  was  given  to  Colonel 
Whittingham,  an  £ngiifik  cfieer  in  tlie  Spenlih  servi^ 

At  tbie  time  a  French  cofonng  diraian,  nnder  Gencnd 
Cassagne,  was  at  Medina,  with  outposts  at  Vejer  de  la 
Frontera  and  Casa  Viejas.  La  Pena  stormed  the  last 
the  Sad  ol  Maioh»  and  then  General  B^^nes,  oomiDg 
inm  Ban  Bcqne»  angnwnted  his  fivoe  to  twel'fe  tboniand 
infontrj,  eight  hnadrad  hoiMmen,  and  twoity-foar  gmt 
The  3rd,  hearing  Medina  was  intrenched,  he  turned 
towards  the  coast  and  drove  the  French  Iiurn  Vcjer  de  la 
if'xontera.  In  the  ni^  d  the  4th  he  contioHidd  his  move- 
aeot^  md  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  after  %  Hkirmiih, 
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in  wluch  loB  adTanoed  guard  of  cavahy  wm  loaM,  by  a 

French  squadron,  he  reached  the  Cerro  de  Puerco,  called 
by  the  English  the  heights  of  BaroBfti  four  miles  from  thj& 
Ma-mouth  of  the  Saoti  Petd. 

Thifl  Banwa  xidge,  enepiiig  ia  from  the  eoifyit  tx  a  mile 
and  a  haSf,  ovearlooked  a  hrokefli  plain,  whieh  waa  bouided 
on  the  left  by  the  coast  cliffs,  on  thu  right  by  the  forest  of 
Chiclana,  in  front  by  a  pine- wood,  beyond  which  rose  a  long 
naixow  height  called  the  £ermeja,  to  be  reached  by  moviikg 
thnxuck  the  nine-wood,  or  bv  the  beaoh  nndar  the  olifiL 
Graham^  &raeang  Vietor  would  oosae  out  of  his  liiui 
to  fight,  liad  prayioualy  obtained  La  Pena's  promise  to  make 
short  marches,  and  not  approach  the  enemy  except  iu  a 
maaEL  In  violation  of  this  promise  the  luarch  fs(m  Casa 
Yieja  had  been  one  of  ifteoi  honn  on  bad  xoada^  and  the 
niglit  marah  to  Baioaa  was  idll  moie  iitigiunc^  The 
traepa  ihanfore  strao^gkd,  and  before  all  had  airi^  La 
Pefia,  as  if  m  contempt  of  liis  colleague,  neither  disclosing 
his  own  plans  nor  communicating  by  signal  or  otherwise 
with  Zayas,  sent  Lardizabal  straight  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Santl  Petri  Zayas  had  there  east  hia  bridge  on  the  2nd| 
hot  he  WW  surprised  in  the  nigfai  and  iarren  into  the 
Isla  ;  Lardizabal  had  therefore  to  win  his  way  with  a  sharp 
fight  in  which  three  hundred  Spaniards  fell,  yet  his  iiuiaed 
the  French  posts  and  effected  a  junction. 

La  Pena  diieoted  Graham  to  follow  the  wigiiazd,  but 
the  hitter  desired  to  hold  Baa)s%  arguing  justly  that  Vietor 
could  not  attack  Lardizabal  and  Zayas,  as  no  general 
Would  lend  his  flank  to  an  enemy  by  assailing  the  Bermeja 
while  Barosa  was  oecapied :  Lascy»  chief  of  the  Spanish  staff, 
eontmerted  this^  and  La  Pena  jpsranptcMrily  commanded 
Giaham  to  mavdt  With  great  temper  he  obeyed  this 
disooorteons  order,  leading  only  the  flank  companies  ei  the 
9th  and  82nd  regiments  under  Major  Brown  to  guard  his 
baggage.  He  moved  howeyer  in  the  peraoasion  that  La 
Pen*  wonld  senudn  at  Barosa  m&  Am^J^'b  division  and 
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the  cavalry,  because;  a  SpauiBh  column  was  still  behind 
near  Medina :  jet  scarcely  had  he  entered  the  pine-wood 
when  La  Pena  carried  off  the  oorps  of  battle  and  the 
oaT&hry  by  the  eea-ioad  to  Santi  Petri,  leaving  Barosa 
crowded  with  baggage  and  protected  only  by  a  rear-guard 
of  four  jrims  and  five  battalions. 

During  these  events  Victor  kept  close  in  the  forest  of 
Chidana,  the  patrols  could  find  no  enemy,  and  Graham's 
nuureh  of  only  two  mfles  eeemed  safe — ^but  the  French  mar- 
ahal  was  ke^y  watching  the  moTemeni  He  had  recalled 
Oassagne  from  Medina  when  La  Pena  first  reached 
Barosa,  and  hourly  expected  his  arrival  ;  yet  he  felt  so 
sure  of  success,  as  to  direct  most  of  his  cavalry,  then  at 
Medina  and  Arcos,  upon  Vejer  and  other  points  to  cat  off 
the  fugitiTes  after  the  hat^.  He  had  in  hand  lomteen 
pieces  of  artillery  and  nine  thoosand  ezoellent  soldiers, 
commanded  by  Laval,  Ruffin,  and  Villatte.  From  this 
force  he  drafted  three  frreri:Lilier  battalions  as  reserves,  two 
of  which  and  three  squadrons  of  cavalry  he  attached  to 
Buffin,  the  other  to  Laval.  Villatte  with  two  thousand 
five  hundred  men,  originally  on  the  Bemusja,  now  ooyered 
the  works  of  the  camp  against  Zayas  and  Lardisahal ;  bat 
Cassagne  was  still  distant  wlien  Victor,  seeing  Graham  in 
the  pine-wood,  Zayas  and  Lardizabal  on  tlie  Bormeja,  a 
third  body  and  the  baggage  on  the  Barosa  height,  a  fourth 
!n  moyement  by  the  coast,  a  fifth  still  on  the  march  from 
Vejer,  pooied  at  once  into  the  plain  and  began  the  battle. 
Layal  confronted  the  British  fome,  while  Victor,  leadinfi^ 
Rutiiii  8  mm  in  person,  ascendid  tlm  rear  of  the  Barosa 
height,  and  having  tliud  intercepted  the  Spanish  column 
on  the  Medina  road,  drove  the  rear-guard  off  the  hill  towards 
the  sea,  dispersed  the  baggage  and  followers,  and  took  three 
Spanish  gons. 

Major  Brown  who  had  kept  bis  troops  in  good  order,  being 

unable  to  stem  the  torrent,  slowly  retired  into  the  \niim 
and  sent  for  orders  to  Graham,  who  was  then  near  Bermeja. 
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Figbt !  mi  ihd  laeonio  answer,  and  &cing  about  himself 

he  rtgaiiied  the  open  plain,  expecting  to  find  La  Pena  and 
the  cavalry  on  the  Barosa  hill.  But  when  the  view  opened, 
he  hehcld  Eiuiiixi  s  biig^e,  flanked  by  the  two  grenadier 
battalions,  near  the  summit  on  the  one  side,  the  Spanish 
rear-guard  and  the  bagga^  flying  towards  the  sea  on  the 
other,  the  French  cavalry  following  the  fngitiTes  in  good 
order,  Laval  close  upon  his  own  left  flank,  and  La  Peiia 
nowhere  I 

Jja.  this  desperate  situation,  feeling  that  a  retreat  upon 
Benneja  would  bring  the  enemy  pell-mell  with  the  allies 
on  to  that  narrow  ridge  and  be  disastrous,  he  resolved  to 
make  a  counter-attack,  although  the  key  of  the  battle-field 
was  already  in  the  enemy's  possession.  Ten  j^mis,  under 
!Majur  Duncan,  instantly  opened  a  terrific  firo  against 
Laval's  column,  and  Colonel  Andrew  Barnard  *  running 
Tehemently  out  witii  his  riflemen  and  some  Portuguese 
companies  commenced  the  fight ;  the  rest  of  the  troops, 
without  attention  to  regiments  or  brigades  so  sudden 
was  the  affair,  formed  two  masses,  with  one  of  which 
General  Dilkes  marched  against  Euffin,  while  Colonel 
Wheately  led  the  other  against  Laval  Duncan's  guns 
ravaged  the  French  ranlcs,  Laval's  artillery  replied  vigor- 
ously, Ruflin's  batteries  took  Wheately  s  column  in  flank, 
and  the  infantry  on  both  sides  closed  eagerly  and  with 
a  pealing  musketry  ;  but  soon  a  fierce  rapid  and  prolonged 
charge  of  the  87th  Kegimeut  overthrew  the  first  line  of  the 
French,  and  though  the  latter  fought  roughly,  they  were 
dashed  so  violently  upon  the  second  line  that  both  were 
broken  by  thu  shock  and  went  off,  their  retreat  being 
covered  by  the  reserve  battalion  of  grenadiers. 

Meanwhile  Graham's  Spartan  order  had  sent  Brown  head- 
long upon  Euffin,  and  though  nearly  half  his  detachment 
went  down  under  the  first  fire,  he  maintained  the 
fight,  until  IHlkes'  colnmn,  having  crossed  a  dee{>  hollow, 

*  Gmeni  Sir  A«  Barnard. 
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came  up,  with  little  order  indeed  but  in  ft  fighting  mood. 
Then  the  whole  ran  up  towards  the  simnnit  and  there  was 
no  slackness,  for  at  the  very  edge  oi  the  ascent  their  gallant 
opponents  met  them  and  n  dreadfril  and  for  some  time  a 
doabtCol  oombat  nged ;  bfrt  soofn  ftuffin,  a&d  Obaedm 
Bconesn  who  ooaaamMiAn  dtoton  greBadura,  iiefiy  hodi 
mortally  wounded,  the  Kigludi  hm  stronglj  onwavd,  and 
their  incessant  slanghterinjr  fire  forced  the  French  from  the 
hill  with  the  loss  of  three  guns  and  many  brave  soldiers.  All 
the  di80(m^tad  dhifions  retbed  oonoentrically  from  their 
difiaraoA  pointB,  and  tiuut  sMetbg,  with  ii^te  spint 
endcafmrndio  mow  liio  action,  but  the  play  of  J>meBXi*B 
gans,  close  rapid  and  mnidefofui,  mdered  the  attempt 
Tain:  Victor  then  quitted  the  field,  and  the  British,  who 
had  lieen  twenty-four  bonis  under  arms  without  food,  were 
loo  exhausted  to  pursue. 

While  th6M  tfliiible  oombata  of  infiurtij  wm  being 
fought,  La  Pena  leoked  idly  on,  giving  no  aid,  not  even 
menadng  Vilbtte  i4io  waa  doee  to  hnn  and  eompatstiTdj 
weak.  The  Spanish  Walloon  guards,  the  re^ment  of 
Ciudad  Real,  and  some  Guerilla  cavalry,  turning  in  It  e  l 
without  orders,  came  up  just  as  the  action  ceased,  and  it 
eoqpeoled  tiiat  O^el  Whittingfaam,  an  Engtiahman, 
inding  a  strong  body  of  Bpanish  hone,  would  hxre 
done  as  much  ;  yet  no  stroke  of  a  Spamsh  sabfe  was  that 
d:iy  triven,  though  the  French  cavalry  did  not  exceed  two 
huiuired  and  fifbr  men  and  the  ci^lit  hundred  under  Whit- 
tingham  would  have  rendered  the  defeat  ruinous.  So 
oeitain  was  tins,  tiiat  Frederick  Ponsonbj,  drawing  off  his 
hnndred  and  eighty  QmaMXk  hiunn,  reached  the  fidd  of 
batUe,  ehaiged  the  French  squadrons  in  their  retreat, 
overthrew  them,  took  two  guns,  and  even  attempted  thousrh 
vainly  to  sabre  Eousseau's  chosen  grenadiers.  Such  was 
the  tight  of  Barosa.  Short,  for  it  lasted  only  one  hour  and 
a  half ;  'Solent  and  bloody,  for  oflloeis,  sixty  aeigeanis, 
eleven  hnndred  Biitidi  aoldien,  and  more  than  two  thon- 
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mad  Fronch  were  killed  and  wotnndad,  nid  six  ffm,  $tt 
Mgle,  two  generals,  hd^  mortelly  woniided,  witb  fmtt 

hundred  other  prisoners  fill  into  the  hands  of  the  victors. 

rrniham  remained  several  hours  on  the  height,  still 
koping  La  Peua  i^rould  awake  to  the  prospect  of  success 
and  ^oxy  wbidi  the  extreme  Taloor  of  the  British  had 
opened.  FovrthcmiaDd  firaeh  men  and  a  poweffiil  artillery 
bad  oome  ow  the  Benti  Petri ;  he  had  therefore  twelve 
tliousaiid  infantry  and  eight  hundred  cavalry,  while  before 
him  were  only  the  remains  of  the  French  line  of  battle 
Xitreatiiig  in  the  greatest  disorder  upon  Chidana;  but 
milifeaiyeiaritiiaeeaBtinet  with  the  Bpaniard,  Gxaham  oonld 
no  lenger  endue  hk  command  and  leaving  Ihe  daetard  on 
the  Bermeja  filed  the  British  troops  into  the  Isla. 

MAflBBNA's  SBTSBAT. 

Soon  after  the  fiaroea  fi|^t  WeUington  and  Maasena 
weie  again  pitted  in  attaok  and  defenoe.   Massena  had 

kept  Santarein  until  the  6th  of  March  expecting  Soult's 
co-operation,  yet  retreated  when  that  marshal  after  de- 
feating twenty  thousand  Spaniards  on  the  Gebor%  and 
taking  OliTenia,  Badajos,  Albuquerqne  and  Gampo  Mayor, 
fraa  earning  to  hos  aid ;  of  this  hewever  he  was  ignorant^ 
beeauee  Wellington's  foms  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
T^^us  had  intercepted  all  communication.  Hence  when 
Soult  was  invading  Portugal  on  one  side  of  tliat  river, 
Massena  abandoned  the  other  side  and  was  pursued  by 
t^e  allied  anny.  ■  He  left  howeyer  a  desert  behind  him, 
and  soon  a  hoirible  spectacle  dtsolcsed  all  the  previous 
o€  ifae  inbdntants.  In  the  hills  was  fbnnd  a 
house  where  thirty  women  and  children  were  lying  dead 
from  hunger,  and  sittiiiL^  hy  the  bodies  fifteen  or  sixteen 
living  beings — only  one  a  man — so  enfeebled  by  want 
tiliey  conld  not  deTomr  the  food  offered  to  them.  All 
Ae  children  wexe  dead;  none  were  emaciated,  bat  the 
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miuoleg  ot  thieir  &oe8  weie  inwiably  dragged  trans- 
fendiy,  bb  if  laaghiiig,  and  Tmimagjnably  gliastly.  The 

man  was  most  eager  for  life,  the  women  patient  and 
resided,  and  they  had  carefully  covered  and  hiid  out  the 
dead !  A  field  of  battle  s^wed  witb  bloody  caicaases 
would  have  been  a  solacing  sight  by  oomparison ! 

Stiong  podtions  erosBed  Maflsena's  line  of  xetieat^  which 
was  confined  by  mountains,  ereiy  Tillage  being  a  defile ;  and 
Ney,  governing  the  rear-guard,  lost  no  advantage.  He  was 
driven  by  the  light  divisiun  with  a  sharp  skinnish  from 
Fombal  the  10th,  but  on  the  11th  he  offered  battle  at 
Eedinha  with  five  thousand  infimtry  some  cavahry  and  guns ; 
his  wingfi  weie  covered  by  jone-woods  whichy  hanging  on  the 
brow  of  the  table-land  he  oocnpied,  were  filled  with  light 
troops ;  the  deep  bed  of  the  Sonre  protected  his  right, 
his  left  rested  ou  the  Redinha,  which  llowcd  also  round 
his  rear ;  behind  his  centre  the  viUage  of  Redinha,  lying 
in  a  hollow,  masked  a  narrow  bridge,  and  on  a  ragged 
height  beyond,  a  reserve  was  so  posted  as  to  seem  a  great 
fcioe. 

COMBAT  OF  BEDIKUA. 

The  light  division,  under  Sir  William  Erskiiie,  soun  won 
the  wooded  slopes  covering  Ney's  right,  and  the  skir- 
mishm  pnshed  into  the  open  plain,  but  there  were  checked 
by  a  heavy  rolling  fixe,  and  a  sqnadbwn  of  hnssan  charging, 
took  fonrteeii  prisoners.  Erskine  then  formed  his  line, 
which  outtitiukiiig  the  Trench  right  was  reinforced  with 
two  regiments  of  dragoons.  Picton  had  also  seized  the 
wood  covering  the  French  left,  and  Ney's  position  was  laid 
bare ;  but  he,  observing  that  Wellington,  deceived  by  the 
reserve  beyond  the  bridge,  was  bringing  all  the  allied 
troops  into  line,  would  not  retire;  he  even  charged 
Picton's  skirmishers  and  held  his  ground,  though  the 
third  division  was  nearer  to  the  bridge  than  his  right,  and 
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there  were  troops  and  guns  enough  on  the  plain  to  over- 
whelm him.  In  this  posture  hoth  sides  remained  an  hour, 
but  then  three  cannon-shots  fired  from  the  British  centre, 
gave  the  signal  for  a  splendid  spectacle  of  Tvar.  The 
woods  Beemed  ahve  with  troops,  and  snddeniy  thirty  thou- 
sand men,  presenting  tiiree  goigeoos  lines  of  battle,  were 
stretched  across  the  plain,  bending  on  a  gentle  curve  and 
moving  majestically  onwards,  while  horsemen  and  guns, 
springing  simultaneously  from  the  centre  and  left,  charged 
under  a  general  volley  from  the  French  battalions,  who 
were  ihns  ooTered  with  smoke,  and  when  that  deared  away 
none  were  to  be  seen !  Ney,  keenly  watching  the  pro- 
gress of  this  grand  formation,  had  opposed  Picton's  skir* 
mishcrs  with  his  left,  while  he  withdrew  the  rest  of  his 
people  so  rapidly  as  to  gain  the  village  before  even  the 
cavalry  could  touch  him,  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  light 
troops  and  horse-artillery  only  enabling  them  to  gall  the 
hindmost  with  fira 

One  howit^  was  dismonnted,  bat  the  village  of  Re- 
dinha  was  in  flames  between  it  and  the  pursuer^,  and  xS'ey 
in  person  carried  off  the  injured  piece,  with  a  loss  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  men  and  great  danger  to  himself ;  for  the 
British  gons  were  thundering  on  bis  rear,  and  the  light 
troops,  chasing  like  heated  bloodhounds,  almost  passed  the 
river  with  his  troops,  and  though  bis  reserve  beyond  the 
bridge  opened  a  cannonade  fresh  diaijositions  soon  made 
him  fall  back  ten  miles.  Twelve  officers  and  two  hundred 
men  were  killed  and  wounded  in  this  comliat  Ney  lost  as 
many  but  he  might  have  been  destroyed :  Wellington  paid 
him  too  much  respect 

Ck»ndeixa,  wbere  the  French  now  took  position,  com- 
manded two  roads,  one  behind  their  li^Lt  leading  to 
Coimhra  ;  tlie  otiier  on  their  left,  leading  to  the  Sierra  de 
Murcella.  The  hrst  offered  the  Mond(^o  as  a  permanent 
line  of  defence  with  the  power  of  seizing  Oporto  by  a  de- 
tachment  The  second  offered  only  a  ragged  nanow  line 

a 
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of  retieftt  up  tbe  left  bank  of  the  Moodego,  and  inTolved 

the  evacuation  of  Portugal ;  for  that  river  was  not  forclable 
at  the  season  and  the  Portn^niese  militia  were  in  force  on 
the  other  Me.  Massena  hrst  detached  Monthmn  to  aso^- 
tain  the  state  of  Ooiiiibia ;  it  was  rally  defieooekeB,  jet 
Tnnt  mUh  VkfmtiaSiih^jom  made  mh  show  of  raiotttace 
it  waa  TCiKnrted  inaiteekable,  wherenpon  the  French  prince 
set  fire  to  Gondeixa  and  adopted  the  position  of  Cazal 
Nova  on  the  Murcelln  rond  ;  not  however  without  a  skir- 
mish in  which  he  nurowly  escaped  captore. 

No  ordemwmgiTen  intiie  night  to  a^tadc,  nemtheleBi^ 
next  momiiigy  althon^  an  impenetmble  mist  ooraed 
the  Frendi  poeition  and  ibe  dull  sound  of  a  Btinring  nralti* 
tude  came  from  its  dcptlit^,  Sir  W.  Erskiiio,  witk  a^jtounding 
indiflTerence,  and  aq^ainst  the  opinion  of  all  the  officers 
about  him,  ordered  the  52iid  Eegiment  to  plunge  in  colomn 
of  Motions  without  even  an  advanoed  guard,  iilto  the  sea 
of  fog  below  him.  The  road  dipped  saddenly  and  the  vegi- 
ment  was  inslaniljlost  in  the  mist,  whioh  was  so  thick  tiiat, 
the  troops,  unconsciously  passing  thu  tiicm}  s  uut-posts, 
nearly  captured  Ney,  who  slept  with  his  picket^?.  The 
rest  of  the  division  was  ahout  to  descend  into  the  same 
golf,  when  the  rattling  of  mosketi^  and  tiie  booming  d 
round  shot  were  heard,  the  yaponr  rose  sloiriy,  and  the 
52nd  was  seen  on  the  slopes  ^  the  opposite  mmUmn^ 
closely  engaged  in  tlie  midiit  of  an  army  ! 

OQXBAT  OF  CASAL  HOTA. 

Wetfington  airiTed.  His  dengn  was  to  torn  the  Ffench 

left,  for  tht'ir  front  -^vas  strong,  and  they  hv\d  uiounta-in- 
ridsres  in  succession  to  the  Deuca  river  and  the  defiles  of 
Miranda  de  Cor\  o.  He  had  sent  Cole  by  a  circuit  towards 
the  Bomoes  of  the  Beuca  and  Ceira,  Picton  mne  directly 
tomeoaoethe  French  flank,  and  the  main  body  was  ooming 
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up,  "when  Erbkioe  forced  tlio  liirht  division  prematurely  into 
action  ;  and  as  Ney^s  ground  was  ext^kfliye,  his  skirmishers 
thick  and  well  sapported,  that  divinon  offered  omlj  « thread 
of  bfttUe,  doBelj  engiged  in  eroy  parti  irithont  any  Teecr? e ; 
nor  could  it  then  present  an  eqnal  front,  nntil  Pioton  0ent 
some  riflemen  to  prolong  the  line.  Some  advantai^es  were 
indeed  gained,  but  the  main  position  was  not  sliaken,  nntil 
Picton  near.  Cole  further  off,  had  turned  the  left,  and 
three  divinonB^  with  the  heavy  cavalry  and  artilleiy,  came 
up  in  the  centre.  Then  Ney,  covering  his  rear  with  gona 
and  light  troope,  retired  from  lidge  to  ridge  withont  con- 
fusion until  midday,  when  the  guns  got  within  range  of 
his  masses  and  liis  retreat  became  more  rapid  and  less 
orderly,  yet  he  reached  the  strong  pass  of  Miranda  do 
Corvo,  where  Masaena  was  in  position.  The  light  drviakm 
lost  eleven  officers  and  a  hnndred  and  fifty  men ;  the 
Frmh  loea  waa  greater,  and  a  hundred  prisonen  were 
taken. 


COMBAT  OF  FOZ  d'aRONCE. 


HaBRna,  fearing  Ode  would  get  in  his  rear,  set  fire  to 

the  town  of  Miranda,  crossed  the  Ceira  in  the  night, 
and  being  then  crowded  in  a  narrow  wny  lietween  the 
sierras  and  the  Mondego,  destroyed  ammunition  and 
baggage,  and  directed  Ney  to  cover  the  movement  with  a 
iew  battalions,  but  charged  him  not  to  risk  an  action: 
Ney,  however,  fit^  v^avding  his  orders,  kept  the  left 
bank  with  ten  or  twelve  battalions  a  brigade  of  cavaby 
and  some  guns,  and  thus  provoked  a  coml)at.  His 
right  waa  on  rugged  ground,  his  left  at  the  village 
of  Foz  d'Arono&  The  ireather  was  obscure  and  rainy, 
the  ailiea  did  not  com  up  nntil  evening,  and  little  expect- 
ing an  action  kmdled  their  firea ;  bat  Wellington,  sad- 
denly  directing  the  light  division  and  Pack's  brigade  to 
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hold  tlic  French  right  in  check,  sent  the  third  division 
aguiiiftt  their  left,  and  the  horse-artillery  on  the  gallop  to 
lising  ground,  whence  it  opened  witii  a  surprising  eOlct. 

Ney's  left  mng  was  soon  oyertbiown  by  the  third  divi- 
sion, and  fled  in  snch  confusion  towards  the  river  that 
many  men  rushed  into  the  deeps  and  were  dxowned,  while 
others  madly  crowding  the  bridge  were  crushed  to  death. 
On  the  other  fl;uik  the  ground  was  so  rough  the  action 
resolved  itself  into  a  skirmish,  and  Ncy  sent  some  batta- 
lions to  stop  the  pursuit  of  his  left ;  but  then  darkness  ft^U 
and  the  French  troops  in  their  disorder  fired  on  each  other. 
Four  officers  and  sixty  men  fell  on  the  side  of  the  British ; 
the  enemy  L  st  above  five  hundred,  one  half  drowned,  and 
an  eairle  was  afterwards  found  in  the  bed  of  the  river. 
Massena  retired  in  the  night  behind  the  Alva.  Ney 
kept  his  post  on  the  Ceira  until  every  encumbrance  had 
passed,  and  then  blowing  ap  seventy  feet  of  the  bridge,  re- 
mained with  a  weak  rear-guard.   Wellington  halted. 

Up  to  this  point  of  the  retreat  the  French  prince  had 
displayed  infinite  ability,  with  a  ruthless  spirit.  The  burn- 
ing of  some  towns  and  villages  protected  liis  rear,  but 
Leiria  and  the  convent  of  Alcobaga  were  oft'  the  line,  yet 
given  to  the  flames  by  express  ordeis  and  in  a  spirit  of 
vengeance.  Bveiy  horror  that  could  make  war  hideous 
attended  this  retreat.  Distress,  conflagrations,  death,  in 
all  modes  from  wounds,  from  fatigue,  from  water,  fruin  the 
flames,  from  starvation  !  On  all  sides  unlimited  violence, 
unlimited  vengeance.  I  myself  saw  a  peasmit  hounding 
on  his  dog  to  devour  the  dead  and  dying,  and  the  spirit  of 
cruelty  smote  even  the  brute  creation;  for  the  French 
general,  desiring  to  lessen  encumbrances,  ordered  beasts 
of  burden  to  be  destroyed,  and  the  inhuman  fellow  charged 
with  tlie  executioii  iiamstringed  five  hundred  asses  and 
left  them  to  starve ;  they  were  so  found  by  the  British  and 
the  mute,  sad,  deep  expression  of  pain  and  grief  visible  in 
the  poor  creatures'  looks,  excited  a  strange  fuiy  in  the 
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soldiers :  no  quarter  would  have  been  [riven  at  that  time. 
Humane  feelings  would  have  thus  led  direct  to  cruelty. 
But  all  passions  are  &kin  to  madness. 

From  this  quarter,  Lord  WeUingtoDi  vho  had  hefore  de- 
tached troops  mth  the  same  view,  now  sent  Cole's  diyinon 
to  join  Beresford  in  the  Alemtcjo,  w  here  the  hitter  had  been 
left  to  oppose  Soult'a  progress. 

COMBAT  07  SABVOAL. 

The  pursuit  of  Massena  was  soon  resumed.  He  attempted 

to  hold  the  Guarda  mountain  on  the  flank  of  the  Estrella, 
and  being  driven  from  thence  with  the  loss  of  three  hun- 
dred prisoners  descended  the  eastern  slopes  to  take  a  posi- 
tion behind  the  Coa.  There  being  reinforced,  he  disposed 
his  troops  on  two  sides  of  a  triangle^  the  apex  at  Qabugal, 
▼here  Reynier  commanded.  Both  wings  were  covered  by 
the  river,  which  had  a  sharp  bend  at  Sabugal,  and  the 
riulit  had  free  communication  with  Almeida,  on  which  side 
the  cra^TiTV'  ravine  of  the  Coa  forbade  an  attack.  Above 
iSabugal  it  was  easier,  and  Wellington,  after  menacing  the 
light  for  two  dajB,  suddenly,  at  daybreak  on  the  3rd  of 
April,  sent  Slade's  cavalry  and  the  light  division  to  pass 
the  upper  stream  by  a  wide  movement  and  penetrate  be- 
tween the  left  wing  and  centre  of  the  French.  The  third 
division  moved  at  the  same  time  to  cross  the  river  by  a 
closer  movement,  yet  still  above  the  bridge  of  Sabaga!, 
which  the  fifth  division  and  the  artillery  were  to  force. 
Two  other  divisi<A>8  were  in  reserve,  and  it  was  hoped 
Reynier,  whose  main  body  was  some  distance  above  bridjB^, 
would  be  thus  turned  sunouiided  and  crushed  before  the 
wing3  conld  luccour  him.  One  of  those  accidents  so  fre- 
quent  in  war  marred  this  well-concerted  scheme. 

A  thick  fog  prevented  the  troops  guning  their  points  of 
attack  simultaneously,  and  Erskine  took  no  heed  to  put' 
the  light  division  in  a  right  direction ;  his  columns  were 
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not  even  held  together,  and  be  euriied  off  the  oavaliy  wiiJi- 

out  communicatiBg  with  Colonel  licckwith,  who  cuiuiiiaiided 
his  first  hrigade.  Thus  left  without  instructions  that 
officer  luUted  at  a  ford,  until  one  of  the  general  stafi'  came 
up,  and  mdely  asked  why  lie  did  nat  attack ;  the  thing 
appeared  xash,  yet  with  an  enemy  in  ftont^  Beekinth  codd 
only  reply  by  passing  the  riyer,  which  was  deep  and  ra^nd. 
A  very  steep  wooded  hill  was  on  the  other  side  and  four 
companies  of  riiitiaeii  aiicended,  followed  by  the  4-3rd  Kcgi- 
ment,  but  the  ca^adores  of  the  brigade  had  joined  another 
oohmuiy  which  was  passing  the  riyer  higher  up  and  moving 
indepoidently  to  the  right,  on  the  trae  point  of  direction. 
At  this  time  very  heavy  rain  was  fiiUing,  all  was  obscnre, 
and  none  of  the  other  divisions  had  yet  reacLed  their  re- 
spective posto  ;  Beckwilh's  attiick  was  therefore  premature, 
partial,  dang^us,  and  at  the  wrong  point for  Revnier's 
whole  corps  was  in  firont,  and  one  bay<met-Rgiment,  with 
fimr  companies  of  riflemen,  were  ftmailing  more  than 
twelve  thousand  infiuitry  supported  by  cavalry  and  artiliery ! 

Scarcely  had  the  rilicmen  reached  the  top  of  tlic  hiU 
when  a  strong  body  of  French  drove  them  back  u})on  the 
43rd,  the  weather  cleared  at  the  instant,  and  Beckwith  saw 
and  felt  all  the  danger^  but  his  heart  was  too  big  to  qnaiL 
With  one  fierce  chaxge  heating  back  the  enemy,  he  gained^ 
and  k^t  the  sommit  of  the  hill^  although  two  Frendi 
howitzers  poured  showers  of  grape  into  his  ranks,  a  fresh 
force  came  airainst  his  front,  and  considerable  bodies  ad- 
vanced  on  either  ilank.  Fortunately,  lieynier,  little  expect- 
ing to  be  attacked,  had  for  the  convenience  of  water  placed 
his  main  body  in  low  gionnd  behind  the  height  on  which 
the  action  commenced.  His  renewed  attack  was  therefore 
up-hill,  yet  his  musketry,  heavy  from  the  beginning,  soon 
increased  to  a  storm,  and  his  men  sprung  up  the  acclivity 
with  such  a  violence  and  clamour  it  was  evident  that 
'  desperate  fighting  only  could  save  the  British  from  destruc- 
tion, and  tibey  fought  accordingly. 
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Cspttin  Hopkms,  commanding  a  flftnk  company  of  the 

4ord,  running  out  to  the  right,  with  admirable  presence  of 
mind  seized  a  small  eminencCj  close  to  the  French  guns 
afid  commanding  the  ascent  up  which  the  French  troops 
tanuig  the  ligkt  fluik  wcfe  approMhi&g.  His  fiirt  fise 
tkxmr  them  into  ooniosion ;  ^bej  rallied  and  were  agam 
dieoidefed  hj  hie  yolleys  ;  a  tbixd  time  they  made  head, 
but  [i  sudden  chiirge  shook  thcm^  and  then  two  battalions  of 
the  52nd  Regiment,  attracted  by  the  fire,  entered  the  line. 
The  centre  and  left  of  the  4drd  were  all  this  time  furiously 
engaged  and  wonderfoUy  excited ;  for  Beokwith,  with  the 
Uood  Btiesmiiig  ftom  a  woond  in  the  head,  lode  amongst 
the  skirmishers  praising  and  exhfivtii^  them  in  a  lond 
cheerful  tone  as  a  man  sure  to  win  his  battle ;  and  though 
the  ballets  flew  thicker  and  closer  and  the  fight  became 
penlooi,  the  French  fell  faet  and  a  second  charge  again 
deaied  the  hiU.  A  howitaer  wbb  taken  by  the  4i3rd,  and 
the  skiimishers  were  descending  in  eager  pnrsiiit,  when 
small  bodies  of  cavahy  came  galloping  in  from  all  parts 
and  compelled  them  to  take  refuge  with  the  main  body, 
which  had  reformed  behind  a  low  stone  wall ;  one  French 
sqiiadrQin  howcTer,  with  incredible  daring  rode  close  to 
this  wally  and  were  in  the  act  of  firing  over  it  with  pistols 
when  a  zoUing  volley  laid  neariy  the  whole  liMess  on  the 
ground  A  very  strong  column  of  infontry  then  rushed 
up  and  endeavoured  to  retake  the  howitzer,  which  was  on 
the  edge  of  the  descent  ^ty  yards  from  tlie  wail,  but  no 
man  could  reach  it  and  live,  so  deadly  was  the  43rd 's  fire. 
Two  English  goas  now  came  into  action,  and  the  £2nd 
chaffing  violently  upon  the  flank  of  the  enemy's  infiuatiy 
a'iuin  vindicated  the  |>ossession  of  the  height  ;  nevertheles^s 
fresh  squadruiis  of  caMilry,  which  had  followed  the  infantry 
in  the  last  attack,  seeing  the  o2nd  men  scattered  by  tlus 
charge,  flew  upon,  them  with  great  bxiflknesB  and  caused 
some  disorder  befoare  they  were  repulsed. 
Beymer,  convinced  at  last  that  he  sfaonU  not  use  his 
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troops  piece-meal,  then  put  all  his  reserves,  six  thousand 
infantry  with  artillery  and  cavalry,  in  motion,  and  out- 
flanked the  English  left,  resolute  to  storm  the  contested 
height.  But  at  that  moment  the  fifth  division  passed  the 
bridge  of  Sabugal,  the  British  cavalry  appeared  on  the 
hills  beyond  the  French  left,  and,  emerging  from  the  woods 
close  on  Reynier's  right,  the  third  division  opened  a  fire 
which  instantly  decided  the  fate  of  the  day.  The  French 
general  fearing  to  be  surrounded,  hastily  retreated,  and 
meeting  the  right  ^ving  of  the  army,  which  had  also  retired, 
both  fell  back,  pursued  by  the  English  cavalry. 

In  this  bloody  encounter,  which  did  not  last  quite  an  hour, 
nearly  two  hundred  British  were  killed  and  wounded,  and 
the  enemy's  loss  was  enormous :  three  hundred  dead  bodies 
were  heaped  together  on  the  hill,  the  greatest  part  round 
the  captured  howitzer,  and  more  than  twelve  hundred  were 
wounded,  so  unwisely  had  Rcynier  handled  his  masses, 
and  so  true  and  constant  was  the  English  fire.  It  was  no 
exaggeration  of  Lord  Wellington  to  say,  "  this  was  one  of 
the  most  glorious  actions  British  troops  were  ever  engaged 


in. 


Massena  retreated  on  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  the  5th 
crossed  the  frontier  of  Portugal,  when  the  vigour  of  French 
discipline  was  surprisingly  manifested.  Those  men  who 
had  for  months  been  living  by  rapine,  whose  retreat  had 
been  one  continued  course  of  violence  and  devastation, 
having  passed  a  conventional  line  became  the  most 
orderly  of  soldiers.  Not  the  slightest  rudeness  was  offered 
to  any  Spaniard,  and  everything  was  scrupulously  paid 
for,  although  bread  was  sold  at  two  shillings  a  pound ! 
Massena  himself  also,  fierce  and  terrible  as  he  was  in 
Portugal,  always  treated  the  Spaniards  with  gentleness 
and  moderation. 

During  these  events  Trant  crossed  the  Lower  Coa  with 
four  thousand  militia  near  Almeida,  but  tlie  river  flooded 
d  him,  the  bridges  had  been  broken  by  Massena,  and 
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there  iras  a  French  brigade  dose  at  hand ;  henoe»  con- 
straetiiig  a  temporaiy  bridge  with  great  difficulty,  he  was 

<?omg  to  retire,  but  there  came  a  letter  from  Wciluiirton, 
desirinfij  him  to  be  vigilant  in  preventing  communica- 
tion with  Aloxeida,  and  fetirless,  because  next  morning  a 
British  force  would  be  np  to  his  assistance.  Boldly  then 
he  inteipoeed  between  the  fortress  and  the  French  brigade, 
yet  the  promised  sacoonr  did  not  appear,  and  the  ad« 
vancing  enemy  was  ^^itllin  half  a  luile.  His  destruction 
appeared  inevitable,  suddenly  two  caniioii  jslioid  were 

heard  to  the  southward,  the  French  hastily  formed  squares 
to  retire^  and  six  sqaadrons  of  British  cavaky  with  a 
troop  of  hone-artilleiy  came  np  like  a  whirlwind  in  their 
rear;  military  order  however,  marked  their  perilons  re- 
treat, and  tliuugli  the  bullets  fearfully  ])louglied  throudi 
their  masses  while  the  horsemen  flanked  tlieir  linu  of 
march,  they  got  over  the  Agueda  by  Barba  del  Puerco, 
with  the  loss  of  only  three  hundred  men  killed  wounded 
and  priaoneis. 

A  few  days  after  this.  Colonel  Waters,  the  boat-finder  at 

Oporto,  who  had  been  taken  prisoner,  escaped  by  an  effort  of 
extraordinary  daring.  Confident  in  his  own  resources  he 
refused  parole,  but  having  rashly  mentioned  his  intention 
of  escaping  to  the  Spaniard  in  whose  house  he  was  lodged 
at  Oiudad  Rodiigp^  tiie  man  betrayed  counsel ;  his  serranti 
detesting  the  treachery,  secretly  offered  his  own  aid  and 
Waters  told  lum  to  get  the  rowels  of  liis  spurs  nliarp- 
cued,  no  more,  for  his  design  was  one  of  open  daring. 
Guarded  by  four  pens  d'armes,  he  was  near  Salamanca 
when  the  chief  who  rode  tixe  only  good  horse  of  the  party 
alighted,  whereupon  Watera  ^ye  the  spur  to  his  own 
mare,  a  celebrated  animal,  and  galloped  off.  They  were  on 
a  mde  plain,  and  for  many  miles  the  road  was  covered 
with  the  French  columns.  In's  hat  fell  off,  and  thus  marked 
he  rode  along  the  flank  of  the  troops,  some  encouraging 
him,  others  fixing  at  him,  the  ^en$  farm^t  being  always^ 
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Bword  in  hand  dose  at  Ins  heels.   Suddenly  he  faroke  st 

full  spied  Ijutwetin  two  of  the  culumns,  gained  a  wooded 
hollow,  biiliied  his  purbners,  and  the  third-  day  reached 
head-quarters,  where  Lord  Wellington  had  caused  hia  bag- 
gage to  be  biovght,  oh0«rving  that  he  would  not  be  long 
absent! 

On  the  Agneda  Maasena  emild  not  sdbdat  and  m- 

tired  to  Salamanca,  wliere  he  was  in  communication  \vith 
Marshal  Bessieres,  avIio  commanded  a  great  force  called  the 
Army  of  the  l^orth.  Weilii^n  then  invested  Ahneida, 
thinking  it  was  provisioned  only  for  a  Hortnight,  yet  it 
was  stUl  resistant  the  latter  end  <^  April,  when  the  Prince 
of  Esling,  having  reorganized  his  amy  and  obtained  caTaby 
and  guns  from  Bessieres,  came  down  to  raise  the  blockade. 
The  Engiisli  general,  not  expecting  this  interference,  had 
gone  southwards  to  superintend  the  operations  of  Marshal 
Beraiford,  but  he  retained  rapidly  when  he  heard  of  the 
French  mOTeinent»  and  fiand  on  a  fieUl  of  battle  between 
the  Agaeda  and  Coa.  There  the  gronnd,  though  open  and 
fit  for  cavalry,  was  traversed  from  east  to  west  by  tiucc 
nearly  parallel  rivers,  the  Azava,  Duas  Casas,  and  Turones; 
the  fiist  considerable,  and  all  having  in  common  with  the 
Agaeda  and  Coa  this  pecoliadty,  their  channels  deepen  as 
the  water  flows:  mere  streams  with  low  banks  in  their 
upper  coorses,  they  soon  become  foaming  torrents  rushing 
along  rocky  gulfe. 

Almeida,  situated  on  high  table-land  between  the  Turones 
and  Coa,  was  closely  blockaded^  the  light  division  and  the 
cavalry  were  <m  the  Azava  covering  tiie  investment,  the 
rest  of  the  army  was  cantoned  in  the  villagaa  behind  them. 
Swollen  and  nnfordable  was  the  Asava  and  two  thonsand 
French  attempted  to  seize  the  bridge  of  ^larudva  on  the 
S-ith,  but  the  ground  was  strung,  and  tliey  were  vigorously 
repulsed  by  Ca|)tain  Dobbs  of  the  o2nd  with  a  single 
bayonet-company  and  some  riflemen.  Next  day  Massena 
laaehed  Cindad  fiodiigo  in  person,  and  the  27th.he  Mt 
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the  light  dmsioii  posts  from  Espeja  to  Marialm   On  the 

28th  Wellington  ainvcd,  ioid  tovk  ^oaiUon  behind  the 

The  Azava  was  still  difficult  to  ford,  and  M«assena  con- 
tiniied  to  feel  the  outpoBts  until  the  2ttd  of  Mtkj,  when  the 
waters  snbfiided  and  his  army  came  oat  of  Oiudad  Bedrigo. 
The  light  diyision,  after  a  slight  skinnlsh  of  horse  at  Gal- 
legos,  retired  froni  tliai  place  and  Esprja,  upon  the 
Doas  Caaas ;  a  delicate  operation^  for  though  the  country 
behind  those  Tillages  was  a  forest,  an  open  plain  between 
the  woods  offered  the  enemy's  powerfdl  cmkj  an  oppor- 
tunity of  cutting  off  the  retreat ;  the  Fceneh  neglected  the 
advantage  and  the  separated  brigade  of  the  division  re- 
mained in  the  Woods  until  the  middle  of  the  night,  and 
then  safely  orofised  the  Duas  Casas  at  Fuentes  Onoro,  a 
beautiful  village  which  had  been  uninjured  during  the  pie- 
Tious  warfare  although  occupied  alternately  fbir  above  a  year 
by  both  sides.  Every  family  was  well  known  to  the  light 
division,  and  it  was  with  deep  regret  and  indignation  they 
found  the  preceding  troops  had  pilhiL'"cd  it,  leaving  shells  of 
houses  wiiere  three  days  before  a  Ixiendiy  population  had 
been  living  in  comfort  This  wanton  act  was  felt  indeed 
so  nmch  by  the  whole  anny,  that  eight  thousand  dnllais 
were  snbsCTibed  for  the  inhabitants,  yet  the  injury  sunk 
deeper  than  the  atonciueiit. 

Wellington  did  uul  wish  to  risk  much  for  his  l)lnckiide, 
and  he  knew  Maasena  could  bhng  down  aupmor  numbers ; 
for  so  culpably  negligent  was  the  Portuguese  government 
that  their  troops  were  starving  under  aims»  the  infantry 
abandoning  their  colours  or  dropping  from  extenuation  by 
thousands,  the  c;Lvalry  useless :  it  was  even  feared  tliat  a 
general  diijpersion  would  take  place.  Nevertheless,  when 
the  trial  came,  he  would  not  retreat,  although  his  troops, 
reduced  to  thirty-two  thousand  infuitry,  twelve  hundred 
cavalry  in  bad  condition,  and  forty-two  guns,  were  unable 
to  oppose  the  enemy's  numerous  horsemen  in  the  plain. 
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His  pomtaon  was  on  the  table-Umd  between  the  Tnrones 

uiid  the  D\iiL6  Casiis,  liis  left  being  at  Fort  Conception,  his 
centre  opposite  the  village  of  Alameda,  his  right  at  Inientes 
Onoro.  The  whole  distance  was  five  miles,  and  the  Duas 
Casas,  here  flowing  in  a  deep  ravine,  protected  the  £n>nt  of 
the  line. 

Massena  dared  not  manch  by  his  own  right  upon  Afaneida, 

lest  tile  allies,  crossinfi"  the  ra\dne  aL  the  villages  of  Ala- 
meda and  Fueiitea  Oiioio,  should  fall  on  his  fiank  and 
dnvc  him  upon  the  Lower  Agueda ;  hence,  to  cover  the 
blockade,  maintained  hj  Pack's  brigade  and  an  English 
regiment,  it  was  snffiment  to  leave  the  fifth  division  near 
Fort  Conception,  and  the  sixth  division  opposite  Ahimeda, 
while  tlic  first  and  third  concentrated  on  a  gentle  rise  at 
cannon-shot  distance  behind  Fuentes  Onoro,  where  a  steppe 
of  land  turned  back  on  the  Turoncs,  becoming  rockj  as  it 
appioached  that  river. 

COMBAT  OF  IHESTES  02I0B0. 

On  the  3rd  of  May  the  French  came  up  in  three  co- 
lumns abreast.  The  cavalry  the  sixth  corps  and  Drouet's 
division  threatened  Fuentes  Onoro,  while  the  eighth  and 
second  corps  moved  against  Ahuneda  and  Fort  Conception, 
menacing  the  allies'  left,  which  caused  the  light  divi- 
sion to  reinforce  the  sixtli.  Loison,  without  orders,  fell 
upon  Fuentes  Onoro,  in  which  were  five  battalions  de- 
tached the  first  and  third  divisions.  Most  of  the 
honses  were  in  the  bottom  of  the  ravine^  bat  an  old  chapel 
and  some  bnildings  on  a  craggy  eminence  behind  offered 
it  prominent  point  for  rallying,  and  all  the  low  parts 
were  vigorously  defended  ;  yet  the  attack  was  so  violent  and 
the  cannonade  so  heavy  the  Briti.sii  abandoned  the  streetjj, 
and  could  scarcely  maintain  the  u]>per  ground  about  the 
chapel ;  the  commanding  officer  fell  badly  wounded,  and 
the  fight  was  being  lost,  when  the  24th,  the  71st,  and  79th 
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regiments,  coming  do^vn  from,  the  main  position,  charged 
the  French  nnd  drove  tliem  quite  over  the  Duas  Casas. 
During  the  night  the  detachments  were  withdrawn  and  the 
ihree  saocoiuiiig  regiments  were  left  in  the  village^  where 
two  hundred  and  sixty  British  and  somewhat  more  of  the 
French  had  fallen. 

On  the  4tli  ^Lussliki  arrived,  accompanied  by  Bessicrcs, 
who  brought  up  twelve  liundrcd  cavalry  and  a  battery  of 
the  imperial  guard.  Designing  to  fight  next  morning  ho 
resolved  to  hold  the  left  of  the  allies  in  check  with  the 
second  corps,  and  torn  their  right  with  the  remainder  of 
ihe  army.  Forty  thousand  French  infantry  and  five 
thousand  horse  with  thirty  pieces  of  anillriy  were  under 
arms,  and  they  luid  »liuwn  their  courage  was  not  abated ;  it 
was  therefore  a  very  daring  act  of  the  English  general  to 
recdTe  hattle  i  for  though  his  position,  as  far  as  Faentes 
Onoro,  was  strong  and  ooyered  his  commonication  across 
the  Ooa  hy  the  bridge  of  Castello  Bom,  the  plain  was 
continued  on  his  right  to  Navad'Aver,  where  a  round  hill, 
overlooking  all  the  country,  commanded  the  roads  leading 
to  the  bridges  of  Seceiras  and  Sabugal.  Massena  conld 
therefore  have  placed  his  army  at  once  in  battle-anay 
across  the  right  flank  and  attacked  the  army  between  the 
Duas  Casas  the  Turones  the  Coa  and  the  fortress  cf 
Almeida:  the  bridge  of  Castello  Bom  alone  would  then 
have  been  open  for  retreat.  To  prevent  this,  and  cover 
ilia  communications  with  Sabngal  and  Seceiras,  Welling- 
ton, yieldtng  to  Speocer's  suggestions,  stretched  his  right 
wing  out  to  the  hill  of  Nava  d'Aver,  where  he  placed 
Julian  Sanchez,  sunnortinc:  him  with  the  seventh  divisiuu 
under  General  Hou^t')un.  The  line  of  battle  was  thus 
above  seven  miles,  besides  the  circuit  of  blockade,  and 
above  Fuentes  Onoro  the  Duas  Oasas  ravine  became  gra- 
dually obliterated,  resolving  itself  into  a  swampy  wood, 
which  extended  to  Po<;o  Velho,  a  village  half-way  between 
Fuent(^  and  xsava  d'Aver. 
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BATTLB  07  rUEITTES  OKOBO. 

It  was  MaaseDft'fl  intention  to  attack  at  daybreak^  but  a 
delay  of  two  boon  ooenined  and  all  his  movements  were 
plainly  descried.   The  eighth  corps,  withdrawn  fiofli  Ala* 

meda  and  supported  by  nil  the  French  cavalr}^,  was  seen 
marching  to  tnrn  Voc^o  Velho  and  the  swarapy  wood,  both 
oocupied  by  Honstoim's  left,  his  right  being  thrown  back  on 
tiie  plain  towards  Nava  d'Aver.  The  sixth  corps  and 
Bronet's  divinon  woe  taking  ground  also  to  their  left,  yet 
still  keeping  a  ^yimon  menacing  Faentes  Onoro.  At  this 
nght  the  lis^ht  division  and  the  cavalry  hastened  to  the 
support  of  Houstoiin.  ^v]nle  the  first  and  third  divisions 
made  a  movement  parallel  to  that  of  the  sixth  corps  ;  the 
latter,  howerer,  drove  the  seventh  division  £rom  P090  Velho 
and  was  gaining  gnmnd  in  the  wood  also,  when  tiie  rifle- 
men of  tlie  light  division  arrived  there  and  restored  iSbe 
ii^ht. 

The  French  cavalry  after  passing  Toqo  Velho  formed 
an  order  of  battle  on  the  plain  between  the  wood  and  the 
hill  of  Nava  d'Aver,  wherenpon  Sanches  retired  across  the 
Tnrones,  partly  in  ^ear,  mote  in  anger,  beoaose  his  lieu- 
tenant, l»ving  fooBshly  ridden  dose  tip  to  tiie  enemy 
making  violent  crestures,  was  mistaken  for  a  French  officer 
and  sliot  by  a  suldior  of  the  Guards  before  the  action  com- 
menced. Montlmm  lost  an  hour  observing  this  partiduy 
but  when  it  disappeared  he  turned  ihe  right  of  the  seventh 
dineien  and  duoged  the  British  oavalxy ;  Hie  eombat  was 
imeqnal ;  fer  by  an  ab«se  too  oosNBon,  so  many  men  kid 
been  drawn  from  the  ranks  as  orderlies  to  general  officers, 
and  other  purposes,  that  not  more  than  a  thousand 
Engliah  troopers  were  in  the  field.  The  French  therefore 
wiih  one  shodc  drove  in  all  the  oulgaards,  cut  off  Norman 
BansKy's  baitteiy  ef  hone-artillery,  and  came  sweeping  in 
upon  the  reserves  and  the  seventh  diviaoD. 
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Their  leading  eqaadroiui,  apffroftebing  in  ft  disoideily 
manner,  were  pnrti;illy  checked  by  the  British,  and  then  a 
great  commotion  was  observed  in  their  main  body,  where 
their  troopers  were  seen  closing  with  disorder  and  tumult  to- 
waidi  one  poiat,  nhm  a  tUek  d«Bt  arae,  and  where  loud 
codes  mi  the  apaxkling  of  blades  and  flasfaiiig  of  pistols 
mdiealed  some  ^visiaofdiiiaiy  eoemnmoe*  Suddenly  the 
crowd  became  violently  agitated,  an  English  shout  pealed 
high  and  clear,  the  mass  was  rent  ai?uiider,  and  Norman 
Hamsay  burst  £nrth  Bwasd  in  hand  at  the  head  of  his  bat- 
teiy,  his  hones  hreaUmig  fire,  stretdied  like  greyhounds 
along  the  plain,  the  guns  boimded  behind  ihem  like  things 
of  no  weight,  and  the  mounted  gnnnen  followed  olose, 
with  heads  bent  low  and  pointed  weapons  in  desperate 
career.  Brotherton*  of  the  14th  Dragoons,  galloping  to 
his  did  with  a  squadron,  shocked  the  head  of  the  pur- 
suing tmps,  and  Qeneral  Gharies  Stewart^t  hamg  joined 
in  the  oharge,  took  the  French  eAdaA  Lunette,  fighting 
hand  to  hand  ;  but  the  nudn  body  came  fixrwaid  nupidly, 
and  the  British  cavalry  retired  behind  the  light  division, 
which  was  thrown  into  squares ;  but  ere  the  seventh  divi- 
sion, which  was  more  advanced,  oouM  do  ^  same,  the 
housemen  were  upon  them  and  some  weve  cut  down,  yet  the 
remaindeir  stood  firm,  and  iSie  CAiBaBeuiu  Biitannitjiies, 
Tanged  behind  a  loose  stone  wall,  poured  such  a  fire  that 
the  French  recoiled  and  seemed  bewildered. 

While  these  bniUant  actions  were  passing,  the  enemy 
had  made  progress  in  the  wood  of  P090  Velho,  and  as  ihe 
Sn^ish  diTisions  were  separated  and  tike  right  wing  tonied, 
it  was  abondandy  endent  the  baMk  would  be  ket  if  the 
original  position  above  Fuentes  Onoro  was  not  qtddcly 
regained.  To  effect  this  Wellingt^^n  ordered  the  seventh 
division  to  cross  the  Turones  and  move  down  the  left  bank 
to  Frenada^  wliile  the  li^t  division  and  the  cmkj  letired 
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OTcr  ibe  ]>Iun :  he  also  withdrew  the  fint  and  thud  divi* 
aonsttid  the  Portuguese  to  the  eteppc  of  kuid,  hefore  men- 
tioned as  ninning  pcrpendicularlj  from  the  ravine  of 
Fuentes  Onoro  to  the  Turoncs. 

Craufurd^  who  had  now  resumed  command  of  the  light 
division,  covered  the  passage  of  the  seventh  over  tiie 
Tnrones,  and  then  zetixed  dowlj  along  the  plain  in  squares. 
The  French  Horsemen  ontflanked  him  and  surprised  a  post 
of  the  gimrds  under  Colonel  Hill  takinsj  that  (ifficer  and 
fourteen  mvn  prisoners,  but  then  continuing  their  course 
against  the  42nd  Kegiment  were  repulsed.  Many  times, 
this  strong  cavahy  made  as  if  it  would  storm  the  light 
division  squares,  yet  always  found  them  too  formidable, 
and  haj)pily  so,  for  there  was  not  during  the  war  a  more 
perilous  hour.  The  whole  of  that  vast  plain  was  covered 
with  a  confused  multitude  of  troops  amidst  which  the 
squares  appeared  as  specks,  and  there  was  a  great  con- 
course of  oonunissariat  followers,  servantSi  baggage,  led 
horses,  and  peasants  attracted  1  y  curiosity,  and  all  mixed 
with  broken  pickets  and  ]Kirtics  cniing  out  of  lLo  woods  ; 
the  seventh  division  was  separated  by  the  Turones,  while 
five  thousand  French  horsemen,  ^vith  fifteen  pieces  of 
artillery,  were  trampling,  bounding,  shouting,  and  impatient 
to  chaige,  the  infantry  of  the  eighth  corps  being  in  order 
of  battle  behind  them,  and  the  wood  on  their  right  filled 
with  liic  sixLli  corps.  If  the  laUer  l>ody,  pivoting  upon 
Fuentes,  had  come  forth  while  Droiu  t's  divisions  fell  on 
that  village,  if  the  eighth  corps  had  attacked  the  light 
division  and  all  the  cavalry  had  chai^ged,  the  loose  crowd 
encumbering  the  plain,  driven  violently  in  upon  the  first 
division,  would  have  intercepted  the  latter's  fire  and  laroken 
its  ranks  :  tlic  battle  would  have  been  lost. 

No  Bueh  effort  was  made.  The  French  horsemen  merely 
hovered  about  Craufurd's  squares,  the  plain  was  soon 
cleared,  the  British  cavahy  took  post  behind  the  centre, 
and  the  light  division  formed  a  reserve  to  the  first  division, 
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the  xiflemen  occupying  tbe  loeks  on  its  right  and  connect- 
ing it  witii  the  seTenth  diTision,  which  had  arriyed  at 

FreuaJii  ;ind  was  again  joined  by  Julian  Sanchez.  Ai 
sight  of  this  new  front,  perpendii  ular  to  the  ori^nal  one 
and  so  deeply  lined  with  troops,  the  French  amy  stopped 
short  and  commenced  a  cannonade,  which  did  great  execu-  ^ 
tion  amonpt  the  close  masses  of  the  allies^  hnt  twelve 
British  gnns  replied  with  snch  vigour  that  the  enemy's  fire 
a))ated,  their  cavalry  drew  out  of  ran^^e,  and  a  body  of  in- 
fantry attempting  to  glide  down  the  ravine  of  the  Tnrones 
was  repulsed  by  the  riflemen  and  the  light  companies  of  the 
guards. 

All  this  time  a  fierce  hatde  was  going  on  at  Fuentes 
Onoro.    Massena  had  directed  Brouet  to  carry  this  village 

when  Montbrun's  cavalry  first  turned  the  right  wing*,  it 
was  however  two  hours  later  ere  the  attack  commenced. 
The  three  British  regiments  made  a  desperate  resistance, 
until,  overmatched  in  number  and  unaccustomed  to  the 
desultory  lighting  of  light  troops,  they  were  pierced  and 
divided  ;  two  companies  of  the  79th  were  taken,  their 
Colonel,  Cameruu,  mortally  woimded,  and  the  lower  part  of 
the  town  was  carried :  the  upper  part  was  however  stifiiy 
held  and  the  mnsketty  was  incessant. 

Had  the  attack  been  made  earlier,  and  all  Brouet's  divi- 
sion thrown  firankly  into  the  fight  while  the  sixth  corps 
from  the  wood  of  Po^o  Velha  closely  turned  Fuentes  Onoro, 
the  latter  must  have  been  forced  and  the  new  position 
falsified.  But  Wellington,  having  now  all  his  reserves  in 
hand,  detached  considerable  masses  to  support  the  fight, 
and  as  the  French  reinforced  their  troops,  the  whole  of  the 
nxth  corps  and  part  of  Brouet's  were  finally  oigaged.  At 
one  time  the  fighting  was  on  the  banks  of  the  stream  and 
the  lower  houses,  at  another  on  the  hciGrhts  and  around 
the  chapel ;  some  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  even  pene- 
trated towards  the  main  position ;  yet  the  village  was 
never  entirely  abandoned  by  the  defenders,  and  in  one 
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char^  gainst  a  heavy  mass  am  the  chapel  eminence  a 
gmit  number  of  French  fell.  Thus  the  fight  lasted  until 
evening,  wh^  the  lower  part  of  the  town  was  abaudonfid 
by  both  parties,  the  British  holdiiig  the  chftpel  and  ciagi^ 
^  Frenoli  letiniig  about  oamm-ahot  distaaoe  fiom  ^ 
stream. 

After  the  ^<,-tion  a  brigade  of  the  li«;ht  division  relit vtd 
the  rejnments  in  the  village,  a  slijrht  dciiionstration  by  the 
second  corps,  near  Fort  Uonueption,  was  checked  by  a 
battalion  of  the  Liuitanian  legion,  and  both  armies  ra- 
mained  in  obaervatton.  Fifteen  hundred  men  and  ^/Suom, 
of  which  three  hundred  were  prisoners,  oonstitoted  the  leas 
of  the  allies.  That  of  the  enemy  was  estimated  at  the 
time  to  be  near  five  thousand,  but  this  wjis  founded  on 
the  suppositiou  that  four  hundred  dead  were  lying  about 
Fnentes  Onoro.  Having  had  charge  to  bury  the  cavcaaBes 
at  that  pointy  I  can  affiim,  that  aboat  tiie  village  not 
more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  bodies  wwe  to  be  found, 
more  than  one- third  of  which  were  BritisL 

« 

BTAOIFATIOH  OF  AUCSIDA. 

Maasena  retired  on  the  10th  aciwi  the  Agoeda^  and 
was  relieyed  in  his  command  by  Mamoni    The  &te  of 

Ahi^cida  was  then  decided,  yet  its  brave  governor,  Brcnnier, 
who  had  been  exchanged  after  the  battle  of  Vimiero,  carried 
off  the  garrison.  He  had  lift,  u  hundred  men  and  during 
the  batUe  had  skirmished  boldly  with  the  blockading  foroe^ 
while  load  ezplosiona,  sapposed  to  be  sigiialB,  were  frequent 
in  the  place.  When  all  hope  of  succour  vamshed,  a 
French  soldier  named  Tillet,  jwnetrated  in  unifurm  through 
the  po-^tM  of  blockade,  carrying  an  order  to  evacuate  the 
fortress  and  rejoin  the  army  by  Barba  del  Puerco.  Mean- 
while the  British  general,  placing  the  light  division  in 
its  old  position  on  the  Aaava  with  cavaliy-posts  on  the 
Lower  Agueda,  had  denred  Sir  WiUiam  Enddne  to  send 
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the  4tii  reginmt  to  Bwba  del  Piimo,  and  directed  G«Mnd 

Alexander  ( "aiiipbell  to  continue  tlic  blockade  with  the 
sixth  diNision  and  Pack  is  biigade.  Cam})beirs  dispositions 
were  n^ligentljr  made  and  negligently  executed,  Erskine 
tnnamitted  no  orden  to  the  4th  r^imenti  and  fivemkr 
leBolfed  to  fime  hk  way  tiuoogli  tiie  bloekading  tioopa. 
An  open  ooontry  and  a  doable  line  of  posts  greatly  en- 
hanced ike  difficulty  of  the  enteq)rise,  yet  he  was  resolute 
not  onlv  to  cut  his  own  i>:i«Ba<ro  but  to  render  the  fortress 
useless.  In  thk  view  he  had  mm«d  the  phacipal  bastions^ 
and  deatiOTed  his  gans  hf  n  flngular  expedient^  iiing 
0ef«ral  at  tlie  tame  moment  with  heavy  ohaigea  Iviit 
plaoiDg  the  mwtzles  of  aU  bnt  one  against  the  sides  of  the 
others  ;  thus  while  some  yhots  Hew  towards  the  besiegers 
others  destroyed  the  pieces  without  attracting  notice  :  these 
were  the  explosions  supposed  to  be  aignala. 

At  midn^ht  on  the  10th  he  sprung  his  mines  and  in 
a  compact  oolmnn  bxoke  through  the  picqueta,  passing 
between  the  qnsrtem  of  the  reserres  with  a  nicety  proYing 
his  talent  and  his  coolness.  Pack,  following  ^vith  a  few 
men  collected  on  the  instant,  plied  him  with  a  constant 
fire,  yet  could  not  shake  or  retard  his  colomn,  which  in 
silence  gained  the  rough  countxy  leading  upon  Barba  del 
Puerco,  where  it  halted  just  as  daylight  broke.  Pack 
sti]]  poisned,  and  knowing  some  English  dragoons  were  a 
short  distance  oflf  sent  an  officer  to  bring  them  out  upon  the 
French  Hank,  thus  occasioning  a  .slight  skinuish  and  con- 
sequent delay  ;  and  though  the  other  troops  had  paid  httie 
attention  to  the  explosion  of  the  mines,  thinking  them  a 
repetition  of  Biennier's  previous  practioe.  Pack's  fire  had 
roused  them,  the  36th  regiment  was  now  dose  at  hand, 
and  the  4th  also,  having  heard  the  firing,  was  rapidly 
gaining  the  right  flank  of  the  eneiny.  Brcnnier  drove 
off  the  cavalry  and  was  again  in  march,  but  tiio  infantry 
throwing  off  their  knapsacks,  overtook  him  as  he  descended 
the  deep  chasm  of  Barba  del  Puerco  and  killed  or  wounded 
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auuiy,  taking  three  hundred^  but  the  36th  raiment  laahly 
passed  the  biidge  and  was  Tepolaed  with  a  loss  of  for^ 
men.  Had  Ezakine  givBD  the  4tli  r^unent  its  ofden, 
the  French  oolmnn  would  have  been  lost,  and  Loid 

Wellington,  stuug  by  tins  event,  and  irritated  by  pre- 
vious examples  of  undisciplined  valour,  issued  this  strong 
rebuke.  TAe  officers  of  the  arm^  may  depend  vpon  U 
that  the  enmy  to  teAm  they  are  Ofpaed  i$  not  leu  prudmt 
ika»  powerfiiL  Ne^usUkOanding  what  koM  been  printed 
in  pazettee  and  nmcspapers,  we  ha^e  never  eeen  email  bodiee 
nmupported  successfulbj  opposed  to  large  ;  nor  has  the  eX' 
ptntiice  of  aukj  officer  realized  the  stories  which  all  have 
read  of  whole  armies  being  driven  by  a  handful  of  light 
iirfantry  and  dragoone." 
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COMBAT  OF  OAXPO  XATOR. 

It  bsB  been  sbown  how  Beraford  was  sent  to  oppose 
Soult  beyond  the  Tagus,  bnt  tlic  latUr,  disturbed  by 
tlie  battle  of  Barosa,  which  put  all  Andalusia  in  comnio- 
tioQ,  had  returned  to  Seville,  leaying  Mortier  to  continue 
the  operations.  Gampo  Mayor  surrendered  the  2L8t  of 
March,  and  four  days  after,  Latoor  Manbomg,  haying  to 
bring  away  the  battering  train  and  a  convoy  of  provisions, 
issued  from  the  gates  with  nine  hundred  cavaln',  tlireo 
battalions  of  infantry,  some  horse-artillery  and  sixteen 
heavy  gons  in  column  of  march,  just  as  Beresford  emerged 
from  an  adjacent  forest  with  twenty  thonsand  infimtry,  two 
thonsand  cavaby  and  eighteen  field-pieces.  An  astonishing 
apparition  this  was  to  the  French,  for  so  adroitly  had 
Wellington,  ^^hile  seemin^rly  absorbed  in  the  pursuit  of 
Massena,  organized  this  army,  that  its  existence  was  only 
made  known  by  its  presence. 

All  Beresford's  cavalry,  supported  by  a  field  battery  and 
a  detachment  of  infimtry  under  Colonel  Colbome,*  were 
close  up  ere  the  enemy  knew  of  their  approach,  and  the 
horsemen,  sweeping  by  their  left  round  the  town  and 
moving  along  gentle  slopes,  gradually  funned  a  crescent 
about  the  French,  who  were  retreating  along  the  road  to 
Badajoe.  Colbome  was  then  coming  up  at  a  nm,  a  divi* 

*  Nov  Lord  Seitaii. 
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sion  was  seen  behind  hiiii,  and  the  French  infantry  formed 
squares,  sii})p(jrted  by  their  cavalry,  while  their  battering 
guns  and  baggage  hurried  on.  General  Long,  holding 
buck  hiB  heavy  cayaixy,  directed  some  Portngaese  sqnad- 
rons  and  the  18th  Light  Dragoons  under  Colonel  Head^ 
to  charge.  Head,  g:alloping  forward  under  a  fire  from 
the  square,  was  met  halt- way  by  the  French  hussars 
witli  louse  reins  ;  fiercely  they  came  together  and  many 
went  down  on  both  sides,  yet  those  who  kept  the  saddle 
droye  clean  through  each  other^  re-fonned  and  again 
chaiged  in  the  same  fearful  manner !  Deeperatdy  all 
struggled  for  yiotory,  but  Head's  troopers  riding  close  and 
on  better  chargers  overthrew  horse  and  man,  and  the 
hussars  dispersed,  yet  still  fighting  in  small  bodies  with  the 
Portuguese,  while  the  British  squadron,  again  receiving 
the  fire  of  the  square  without  flinching,  rode  lorwaid^ 
hewing  down  the  gunneis  of  the  battering  train  and  seek- 
ing  to  head  the  long  line  of  conyoy. 

They  thought  the  heavy  dragoons,  tli(  inl'mtry  and  the 
artiller)^  all  closing  in  behind  them,  would  sudice  to  dispose 
of  the  enemies  they  passed,  but  Beresford  took  a  di&erent 
yiew.  He  stopped  a  charge  of  the  heavy  dragoons ;  he 
suffered  only  two  guns  to  open  when  six  were  at  hand ;  he 
silenced  those  two  after  a  hw  rounds,  and  let  the  French 
recover  ilicir  batterin-  traia,  rally  their  hussars,  and  retreat 
in  safety.  Meauwliile  the  loth  and  some  of  the  Portu- 
guese dragoons  reached  the  brid^  of  Badajos  and  there 
captured  more  guns,  but  were  repulsed  by  the  fire  of  the 
fortress,  and  being  followed  hy  Mortier  and  met  by  Latour 
Maubourg's  retreating  column  lost  some  men,  yet,  passing 
by  th'c  Uanks,  escaped,  to  be  publicly  censured  by  Beresford? 
The  admiration  of  the  armv  cr>n9oled  them.  One  hundred  of 
the  aUies  were  killed  or  hurt  and  seventy  taken ;  the 
French  lost  only  three  hundred  and  a  howitzer ;  but  the 
colonel  of  hussars,  Chamorin,  a  distinguished  officer,  fell  in 
single  combat  with  a  trooper  of  the  ISth  Dragoons,  an 
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Inshmaa  of  astonishing  migrht,  whose  swoid  went  througli 
helmet  and  head  with  a  single  blow. 

FIRST  EFOLISH  SIBOE  OF  BAOAJ08. 

Mortier  now  resigiied  the  command  to  Latoni  Manboorg, 

who  spread  his  foragers  fifty  miles  abroad  to  gather  pro- 
viBiund  ior  BailrLju.^,  wliich  General  PLillipun,  one  of  the 
best  gOT«mois  that  ever  defended  a  fortress,  was  with 
scanty  means  striving  to  piepaie  for  a  siege.  Beresford, 
adopting  a  wiong  line  of  operations  lost  time,  bis  first  bridge 
was  swept  away  by  floods,  and  be  passed  the  Onadiana 
with  soiinj  ditHculty  at  Jcruinenha.  A  squadron  of  the 
18th  draprocnis  was  carried  off  bodil)  by  the  French  at  that 
place,  but  he  reduced  Olivenza,  drove  Latour  Maubouig 
into  the  Morena,  and  defeated  two  raiments  of  cavalry 
near  Usagre ;  be  however  neglected  to  restrain  the  garrison 
of  Badajos,  by  which  be  gave  Fbillipon  time  and  license 
to  prepare  for  resistance — a  great  error  and  pregnant  with 
terrible  constu|uences.  His  field  operations  were  inade- 
<][uate  to  bis  means,  for  he  was  not  only  master  of  the 
<^en  coontrj  from  his  own  force,  bat  bad  been  joined  by 
iind  captain-general  Castanos  with  the  fiffch  Spanish  army, 
and  was  in  commnnication  with  Ballesteros  and  Blake, 
co-operating  Spanisli  generals  at  the  head  of  considerable 
forces.  In  this  state  he  was  first  reinforced  with  a  Ger- 
man brigade  from  Lisbon  nnder  General  AHen,  and  then 
Wellington  arrived  £rom  the  north. 

He  came  the  21st  of  April  and  immediately  changed 
the  direction  of  the  warfare.  Looking  to  Badajos  and 
feeling  the  value  of  time,  he  instantly  forded  the  (niadiana 
and  pushed  close  to  it  with  the  German  troops  and  some 
Poftngaese  cavalry  to  take  a  convoy  going  into  the  place, 
bat  the  governor  sallied,  the  convoy  escaped  and  the  allies 
lost  a  bnndred  men. 

jjcresford  was  contemptuous  of  Suvdt's  power  and  reso- 
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lation  to  disturb  the  siege ;  bat  Wellington  had  learned  to 
lespect  that  maishal'a.eneigy  and  resonnseB,  and  knoinng 
well  he  would  come  with  strength  and  danger,  refused  to 

invest  tlic  place  until  the  Spanish  generals  consented  to  the 
following  co-oj)cration.  Blake  to  bring  his  army  from 
Ayamonte,  and  in  concert  with  fiallesteros  and  the  caTaliy 
of  Gastanos  to  watch  the  passes  of  the  Morena.  Gastanos, 
furnishing  three  battalions  for  the  siege,  to  sapport  the 
other  Spanish  generals.  The  British  ooTering  troops  to  be 
in  second  line  and  the  point  of  concentration  for  battle  at 
Albuera,  a  village  centrically  placed  with  respect  to  the 
roads  leading  from  Andalu«sia  to  Badajos.  While  awaiting 
their  consent  he  prepared  the  means  of  siege,  yet  under 
great  difficulties.  The  Portuguese  gOTenunent  had  reported 
that  guns,  provisions,  boats,  stores  and  means  of  carriage 
had  been  actually  collected  for  the  operation.  It  was  false. 
The  bntterinLC  train  and  stores  for  the  attack  liad  therefore 
to  be  taken  from  Elvas,  and  as  it  was  essential  for  the 
safety- of  that  fortress  to  preserve  its  armament,  and  the 
Guadiana  had  again  earned  away  the  bridge  at  JenunenhA, 
that  direct  line  of  communication  was  given  up  for  the 
circuitous  one  of  Merida,  where  a  stone  bridge  rendered  all 
safe.  But  then  political  difficulties  arose.  The  Portu- 
•ruese  government  was  on  the  point  of  declaring  war  against 
iSpain,  which  made  the  Spanish  generals  delay  assent  to 
thepkn  of  co-operation,  and  in  the  midst  of  this  confusion 
Massena's  advance  recalled  Wellington  to  fight  the  battle 
of  Puentes  Onoro. 

Latour  Maubourg:  still  held  on  to  Estremadura  and 
foraged  the  fertile  districts,  wherefore  Colonel  Colbome,  a 
man  of  singular  talent  for  war,  was  sent  with  a  brigade 
of  infantry  some  horsemen  and  guns  to  curb  his  inroads. 
In  concert  with  Gount  Penne  Villamur,  a  commander  of 
Spanish  cavalry,  Colbome  intercepted  several  convoys,  forced 
the  French  troops  to  quit  many  frontier  towns,  and  imposed 
upon  Latour  Maubourg  with  so  much  addrcis,  that  ho 
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▼eni  into  the  Morauk  thinking  a  great  force  was  at  hand. 
Oolbonie  then  attempted  to  snrpnee  the  fortified  post  of 

Bcnelcazar.  Riding  on  to  the  drawbridge  in  tlie  grey  of 
the  mornincr,  he  summoned  tlie  commandant  to  surrender, 
as  the  only  means  of  saving  himself  from  a  Spanish  army 
which  was  ooming  up  and  would  gire  no  quarter;  the 
French  officer  was  amased  at  the  appearance  of  the  partj» 
yet  hesitated,  wheieapon  Oolhome,  perceiTing  ho  would  not 
yield,  galloped  off  under  a  few  straggling  shot  and  soon 
after  rejoined  the  army  without  loss.  During  his  absence, 
the  Spanish  generals  acceded  to  Wellington's  proposition, 
Blake  was  in  march,  the  Goadiana  had  suhsided  and  the 
siege  was  undertaken. 

General  William  Stewart  inyested  Badajos  the  5th  of 
May  on  the  left  bank  of  the  (iuadimiii,  where  the  principal 
features  were  an  ancient  castle  and  some  out-works. 

On  the  8th  General  Lumley  invested  Christoval,  an 
isolated  fort  or  citadel,  on  the  other  bank  of  the  Guadiana, 
which  commanded  the  bridge ;  but  this  operation  was  not 
well  combined,  and  sixty  French  dragoons,  moyinfi;  under 
the  fire  of  the  place,  maiutaiued  a  sharp  skirmish  beyond 
the  walls. 

Thus  the  first  serious  siege  undertaken  by  the  British 
army  in  the  Peninsula  was  OQmmenced,  and,  to  the  dis* 
credit  of  the  Eng^h  gOYemment,  no  anny  was  ever  worse 
provided  for  such  an  enterprise.    The  engineers  were 

zealous,  and  some  of  them  well  versed  in  the  theory  of 
their  business,  but  the  ablest  trembled  at  their  utter  destitu- 
tion. Without  sappers  and  miners,  or  a  soldier  who  knew 
how  to  carry  on  an  approach  under  fire,  they  were  compelled 
to  attack  a  fortress  defended  by  the  most  practised  and 
sciaitifio  troops  of  the  age ;  hence  the  best  officers  and 
boldest  soldiers  were  forced  to  sacrifice  themselyes  in  a 
lamentable  manner,  to  compensate  for  the  negligence  and 
incapacity  of  a  govenmient  always  ready  to  plunge  into 
war  without  the  slightest  care  for  what  was  nocessaiy  to 
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obtfUB  sueeeBf.    The  sieges  cftrried  on  by  the  British  in 

Spain  were  a  gnceession  of  butcheries,  because  the  com- 
monest materials  and  the  meaQS  neoeeaary  lor  their  art  were 
denied  to  the  engineera. 

To  hmnAi  ike  oatitey  balteriai  eoteblifllwd  on  the 
light  bank  of  ike  Gnadiana  took  it  ia  reveree  tad  fiilse 
atiaeks  were  made  againai  the  ooi-woriu,  was  the  plan 
adopted  ;  bnt  San  Christoval  was  to  be  reduced  before  the 
batteries  against  the  castle  could  be  constructed,  wherefore 
on  the  night  of  the  8lh,  the  captain  of  engineers,  Squire^ 
was  ofdeted  io  bieak  ground  there  at  a  disiaiioe  of  four  hun- 
dred jaida*  The  moon  ahone  bright,  he  was  iU  provided 
with  tools  and  exposed  to  a  destrnctiTe  fire  of  musketry 
from  the  fort  and  of  shot  and  shells  from  the  town  ;  hence 
he  worked  wiik  loss  until  the  10th,  when  the  French 
in  a  sally  entered  his  battery.  When  driven  back  the 
alliea  pnznied  too  hoily,  were  oanghi  with  gn^  and  lost 
four  hundred  men.  Thna  five  engineeni  and  seTen  hundred 
offioen  and  aoldiers  of  die  line  were  already  inscribed  npon 
the  bloody  list  of  victims  offered  to  this  Moloch,  and  only 
one  small  battery  against  an  outwork  was  completed  I  On 
the  1 1  th  it  opened,  and  before  snnset  the  hre  of  the  enemy 
had  disabled  four  of  its  five  gans  and  killed  many  mm  of 
the  bestegera.  No  other  resoli  conld  be  expected.  The 
concert  essential  io  success  in  donhle  operations  had  been 
neglected  by  Beresford ;  8*iuirr  was  exposed  to  the  undi- 
wided^  fire  of  the  fortress  before  the  approaches  against  the 
castle  were  even  commenced,  and  the  fedse  attacks  eoarcely 
attracted  the  notice  of  the  enemy. 

To  cheek  faiore  salliea  a  second  batteiy  wae  erected 
against  the  brid^head,  yet  this  was  also  overmatched,  and 
Beresford,  having  received  intelligence  that  the  French 
army  was  again  in  movement,  then  arrested  the  procuress  of 
all  the  works.  On  the  12th,  believing  thid  information 
piemainre,  he  directed  the  trenches  to  be  opened  against 
tile  castle ;  bnt  the  intelligenoe  was  oonfinned  at  twehre 
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o'clock  in  the  night  and  measures  were  taken  to  raise  the 

BATTLE  OF  ALBUERA. 

Soult  had  resolved  to  succour  Badajos  the  moment  he 
heard  that  Bcrcsford  was  in  Estremadura,  and  the  latter's 
tttrduMM  gave  him  time  to  tmnqoiUise  his  pio?ince  and 
anuige  a  BTSten  of  rariaianee  to  the  allied  am j  in  the 
Iflla  during  his  alwenoa  Betesfoid  belieyed  he  mm  trem- 
•  bfing  for  Andahraia.  Nothmg  oonld  be  more  iallaciofn. 
He  had  seYcnty  thousand  fighting  men  there,  and  Drouet, 
who  had  quitted  Massena  immediately  after  the  battle  of 
Fnentes  Ouoro,  was  in  march  for  that  proYinoe  with  eleven 
thooaand  hy  the  way  of  Tdedo. 

On  the  10th  of  May  Sonlt  quitted  Senile  with  thne 
iiiovisand  heavy  dn^oons,  thirty  guns,  and  two  strong 
brigades  of  infuntry  under  the  gencnilii  Werle  and  Godinot. 

The  IStli  a  junction  was  effected  with  Latonr  ]\Iaubourg, 
who  a.<^3umed  the  command  of  the  heavy  cavaliyi  resigning 
the  fifth  corps  to  General  Girard. 

On  the  14fth,  having  reached  Villa  Franca^  thirty  miles 
fimn  Badajos,  SonH  eansed  his  heaviest  guns  to  fire  salvos 
in  the  night  to  notify  his  approach  to  the  garrison.  This 
o'^pediPTit  failed,  hut  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  the  whole 
Jbrench  army  was  concentrated  at  Santa  Marta. 

Beresford  had  raised  the  si^  in  the  night  of  the  12thy 
against  the  wish  of  the  chief  engineer  who  pzomised  him 
the  place  in  three  days !  This  promise  was  nought,  and 
had  it  been  c^ood  Sonlt  would  yet  have  surjtrised  him  in  his 
trendies :  his  iirmness  tiierefore  saved  the  army,  and  his 
arrangements  for  carrying  off  the  stores  were  well  executed. 
By  twelve  o  clock  on  the  15th  the  gans  and  stores  were 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Gnadiana^  the  gabions  and  fascines 
were  bnmt,  the  fiying*bridge  removed ;  all  being  so  well 
masked  by  the  fourth  division,  w  hich  in  concert  with  the 
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Spaniards  continued  to  maintain  tin*  investment,  thut  a 
sally  on  the  rearguard,  in  which  some  Portuguese  picqucts 
were  roughly  treated,  first  told  the  French  the  siege  was 
nked — of  the  cause  they  were  still  ignoiant 

Beresford  held  a  conference  with  the  Spanish  generals  at 
Valverde^on  the  13th,  and  the  chief  command  was  ceded 
to  hi  in  Ijv  tlie  niunairenicnt  of  Castanos,  to  the  discontent 
of  lilake,  who  soon  showed  liis  ill-will.  It  was  agi'ced  to 
receive  battle  at  the  village  of  Albuera.  Ballesteros'  and 
Blake's  corps  had  then  united,  and  Blake  cncraired  to  bring 
them  into  line  before  twelye  o'clock  on  the  15th.  Mean- 
while, BadajoB  being  the  centre  of  an  aio  sweeping  through 
Valyerde  Albnera  and  Talavera  Real,  it  was  arranged 
tliut  J 5 hike  should  watch  the  roads  on  the  right ;  the  British 
and  the  lifth  Spanish  army  tlu»»c  leading  upon  the  centre ; 
Madden 's  Portuguese  cavalry  those  on  the  left.  The  main 
body  of  the  British  eoold  thns  reach  Albuera  by  a  half 
maf  ch,  no  part  of  the  aic  was  more  than  four  leagues  from 
Badajos,  and  the  enemy  was  still  eight  leagues  from 
Albuera  :  hence  Beresford,  thinking  he  could  not  be  fore- 
stalled on  any  point  of  importance,  kept  the  fourth  division 
in  the  trenches. 

On  the  14th  Colbome  rejoined  the  army,  Madden  took 
post  at  Talayera  Beal,  Blake  was  in  march,  and  his  dra- 
goons joined  the  Anglo-Portuguese  cavalry  under  Genml 
Long,  who  was  at  Santa  jMarta. 

In  the  momini^  of  the  15th  the  Aniilo-Porttifniese  armv 
occupied  tlie  left  half  of  the  Albuera  position,  a  ridge  four 
miles  long,  having  the  stream  of  the  Aroya  Val  de  Sevilla 
in  rear  and  the  Albuera  in  front  The  ascent  from  the 
last  river  was  easy  for  cavalry  and  artillery,  and  in  advance 
of  the  centre  were  the  bridge  and  village  of  Albuera — the 
former  commanded  by  a  lattery,  the  latter  occupied  by 
Aitcn's  Germans.  Behind  Alten,  the  second  division, 
under  William  Stewart,  formed  one  line,  the  right  on  a 
commanding  hill  over  which  the  Valverde  road  passed,  the 
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left  on  the  road  of  Badajos,  beyond  which  the  array  was 
cuutiiiucd  on  two  lines  by  the  Portuguese  troops  under 
Hamilton  and  Collins. 

The  right  of  the  giatmd  being  roughest^  hip^hest,  and 
broadest,  was  left  open  for  Blake,  becauBe  Beresford, 
thinking  the  hill  on  the  Valyerde  road  the  key  of  the 
position  as  covering  the  only  line  of  retreat,  was  desirous 
to  secure  it  with  his  own  troups.  The  fourtli  ui^  ision  and 
the  infantry  ot  the  Mth  Spanish  army  were  still  before 
Badajos,  but  had  orders  to  march  on  the  first  signal. 

Abont  three  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  ISth,  Beies* 
fotd  being  on  the  left,  the  whole  mass  of  tiie  allied  cavalry, 
closely  followed  by  tlie  French  light  horsemen,  came  pour- 
ing in  from  Santa  Marta,  and  finding  no  infantry  beyond 
the  Albucra  to  support  them  passed  that  river  in  retreat. 
The  irooded  heights  on  the  right  bank  being  thus  aban- 
doned to  the  enemy,  his  foroe  and  dispositionB  were  effec- 
toally  concealed  and  the  strength  of  the  position  was 
already  sapped.  Bere^ford  was  disquieted,  he  formed  a 
temporary  right  wing  with  his  cavalry  and  artillery, 
stretched  his  picquets  along  the  road  by  which  Blake  was 
expected,  and  sent  officeis  to  hasten  his  movements :  he 
had  only  a  few  miles  of  good  load  to  match  and  pnnnised 
to  be  in  line  at  noon,  yet  £d  not  even  bring  up  his  van 
before  eleven  at  night,  nor  his  rear  before  thiec  in  the 
morning. 

Cole  and  i\r addon  were  now  called  up.  The  order 
failed  to  reach  Madden ;  but  C<de  hronght  the  in&ntiy  of 
the  fifth  army,  two  squadrons  of  Portogaese  cavaliy,  and 
two  brigades  of  his  own  division  to  Albaera  between  eight 

and  nine  o'clock  on  the  morniiig  of  the  16th:  his  third 
brignde  was  investing  San  Christoval,  and  being  unable 
to  pass  the  Guadiaua  above  Badajos  was  in  march  by 
Jerumenha.  Cole's  Spanish  troops  joined  Blake  on  the 
right,  the  two  bxig^es  of  the  fourth  division  were  drawn 
up  in  coiomns  behind  the  second  division,  the  Portuguese 
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squadrons  reinforced  Colonel  Otway,  whose  li  jsluku,  of 
the  same  nation,  were  pushed  forwards  in  front  of  the  left 
wing :  all  the  rest  of  the  allied  cavalry  was  concentrated 
behind  the  centn,  ftnd  Beresford^  dierotiified  witii  General 
Loigy  p^ye  Lunley  the  chief  oommtnd. 

Thirty  thooiaiid  inheatFjt  inofB  ihsu  two  thowmd 
cavalry,  and  tliirty-eight  pieces  of  artillery,  eighteen  being 
nine-pounder-»,  were  now  in  line  ;  but  one  brii^adc  of  tlie 
fourth  diviBio&  was  stiU  absent,  the  Bntish  infiuitry, 
the  pith  t&d  ttrength  of  hvtUe,  did  not  exceed  •even 
tfaoonnd,  imd  alraidy  Blake's  anoganoe  was  duJcing 
Bcraford'e  antibority.  The  Frem^  had  forty  guns,  foar 
thousand  viteran  cavalry  and  nineteen  thousand  chosen 
infantry :  obedient  to  one  discipline,  animated  by  one 
national  feeling,  thcur  composition  compensated  for  the 
ivaat  of  namben^  and  their  geneial'i  talent  was  inuBeasu^ 
ably  greater  than  his  advecBarf'a. 

Sonlt  examined  Beresfbrd's  position  without  hindcranoe 
on  the  evening  of  the  IStL  He  knew  the  fourth  division 
was  then  beibre  Badajos,  heard  that  Blake  would  not 
airive  before  the  17th,  and  raolred  to  attack  next  mom- 
ing,  having  detected  the  weakness  of  the  BngjUsh  older  o£ 
battle.  The  hill  in  tiie  oentre,  commanding  the  Talyeide 
road,  was  undoubtedly  the  key  of  the  position  if  an  attack 
was  made  par.ilk'l  to  the  front  ;  but  Soult  saw  that  on  the 
right  the  rough  broad  heights  trended  back  towards  the 
'  Valyerde  road,  looking:  into  the  rear  of  Beresfbid  a  line, 
and  if  he  oonld  suddenly  place  his  masses  then  he  might 
roQ  np  the  right  on  the  centre  and  posh  it  into  the  valley 
of  ilic  Aroya  :  tlie  Valverde  road  could  tlien  be  seized,  tlic 
retreat  cut,  and  his  strong  cavalry  would  complete  the 
fiotoiy. 

Bereeford's  right  and  Soult  s  left  were  only  divided  by  a 
hill  about  cannon-shot  distance  horn  eacL  Separated 
from  the  allies  by  the  Albnera,  from  the  French  by  a 

rivulet  called  the  Feria,  thijj  height  was  neglected  by 
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Bepcsford,  but  Soult  in  the  nisjht  placed  behind  it  the 
greatest  part  of  liis  artillery  under  General  Ruty,  the  Mth 
corps  under  Giracd,  the  henyy  cavalry  under  Latonr  Man- 
bfnng ;  tlms  ixmoentrntiiig  fif toon  thousand  bmi  and  tlnitj 
guDB  wtthiii  ten  minutes'  vmgdk  of  Beresfbtd's  riglit  wrng : 
and  yet  that  general  conld  not  see  a  man,  or  draw  a  sound 
conclusion  as  to  the  plan  of  attack.  The  light  caralry, 
the  brigades  of  Godinot  and  W^le,  and  ten  guns  remained. 
These  he  placed  in  the  woods  which  lined  the  banks  of 
tiie  Feria  towards  its  oonflMOoe  with  the  Album.  Weii^ 
was  in  leserre,  Godinot  was  to  attack  the  village  and 
bridge,  bear  strongly  against  Beregford's  centre,  attract  his 
attention,  separate  his  wings,  and  duiible  up  his  right 
when  the  principal  attack  should  be  developed. 

Blake  and  Cole  brought  up  more  than  sixteen  tbousand 
men^  the  first  joining  in  dbe  night  the  seoond  at  nine 
o'doek  in  the  morning  afterthe  action  was  b^n  ;  yet  so 
defectively  had  Beresford  occupied  his  position  that  Soult, 
though  he  saw  how  the  allied  anny  hud  been  reinforced, 
made  no  change  of  disposition.  At  nine  o'clock  Godinot 
epMiged  6om  the  woods  with  his  divisiim  in  one  h^vy 
odnmn  preceded  by  a  battery  of  ten  guns ;  he  was  flanked 
by  the  light  cavalry,  followed  by  Wefl^'s  diviffion,  and  made 
straight  for  the  bridge  of  Albnera,  attempting  with  a  sharp 
cannonade  and  musketry  to  force  a  passage.  At  the  same 
time  General  Bnch<S^  being  on  his  tight,  led  two  hussar  regi- 
ments down  the  river  in  observation  of  Otway's  horsemen, 
while  the  French  lancers  paflsed  tiie  stream  above  bridge. 
The  3id  dragoon  guards  drove  Hie  lancers  back,  while 
Dickson's  Portuguese  guii.s,  iiuia  n^iw^  gruund  al)ove  the 
village,  ])lon<rbed  tlirougli  Godinot'g  columi),  which  crowded 
towards  the  bhdge  although  the  water  was  ford&ble  above 
and  below. 

These  feints  along  the  front  did  not  deceive  Beresford. 
He  saw  Werl^  did  not  follow  Godinot  elosdy,  and  felt  the 

principal  eii'ort  would  be  on  the  right    He  therefore 
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derired  Blake  to  throw  part  of  his  first  and  all  his  second 

line  across  the  broad  part  of  the  hills,  at  right  ancrles  to 
their  actual  front.  Then  drawing  the  Portuguese  ijilantry 
of  the  left  wing  to  the  centre,  he  sent  a  brigade  to  support 
Alien  at  the  bridge,  and  directed  Hamilton  to  hold  the 
othm  in  hand  as  a  geneial  reserve.  The  13th  dragoons 
he  posted  near  the  rirer  above  bridge,  and  sent  the  second 
English  division  to  support  Blake.  The  hoi-se-artill  iv, 
and  cavalry  under  Lumley,  and  Cole's  division,  took  ground 
to  their  right,  the  two  first  on  a  small  plain  behind  the 
Aroya  stream,  the  last  about  half  mnsket-shot  behind 
them.  This  done,  Beresford  galloped  to  Blake,  who  had 
refused  to  change  his  front  and  with  p'eat  lieat  told  Culonel 
Hardinge,  the  hearer  of  the  order,  the  real  [ittack  was  at 
the  village  and  bridge ;  he  was  entreated  to  obey,  but  was 
obstinate  until  Beresibrd  anived  in  person,  and  then  only 
assented  because  the  enemy's  colnmns  were  appearing  on 
his  flank ;  acting  however  wi^  soch  pedantic  slowness,  that 
Berebford,  impatient  of  his  foll^,  took  the  directiuu  m 
person. 

Great  was  the  confusion  and  delay  thus  occasioned,  and 
ere  the  troops  were  fcmned  the  French  were  amongst  them. 
For  scarcely  had  Gbdinot  engaged  Alien's  brigade,  when 
WerH  leaving  only  a  battalion  of  grenadiers  to  support 

tlie  former  and  borne  squadrons  to  watch  the  13th 
dragoons  and  connect  the  attack?,  conntermarched,  and 
gained  the  rear  of  the  fifth  corps  as  it  was  mounting  the 
hill  on  the  right  of  the  allies.  The  light  cavalry,  also 
quitting  Godinot>  crossed  the  Alboera  above  bridge,  as- 
cended the  left  bank  at  a  gallop  and  sweeping  round  the 
rear  of  the  liftli  corps  joined  Latuur  Maubourg,  who  wa.s 
already  in  face  of  Lumley 's  squadrons  i  Half-an-hour  had 
thus  sufiiced  to  render  Beresford's  position  neariy  despe- 
rate; for  two-thirds  of  the  French  had  been  thrown  in 
order  of  battle  across  his  right,  while  his  army,  disordered 
and  of  differmt  nations,  was  still  in  the  act  of  changui^ 
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its  front.  Vainly  he  strove  to  get  the  Spaniards  forward 
*  and  make  room  ior  iStcwart's  division,  the  French  gunjs 
opened,  their  infantry  threw  out  a  heavy  musketry  lire,  • 
their  cavalry  menaced  different  pdints,  and  the  Spaniarda, 
filing  &8t,  drew  back.  Sonlt  thought  the  whole  anny 
was  yielding,  he  pushed  forward  his  columns,  his  reserves 
cuiiie  up  the  hi;l  uud  Guuerul  iiuty  placed  all  the  French 
batteries  in  position. 

At  this  moment  William  Stewart  reached  the  foot  of  the 
height  with  Coiboroe  s  biigade,  and  that  able  offioer, 
seeing  the  confiosion  above,  desired  to  iform  in  order  of 
battle  previous  to  monnting  ;  bat  Stewart,  whose  boiling 
courage  generally  overlaid  his  judgment,  heedlessly  led  up 
in  column  of  companies,  j)assed  the  Spaiiisli  rijicht  and 
attempt^  to  open  a  line  as  the  battalions  arrived:  he  could 
not  do  it,  for  so  galling  was  the  French  fire  that  the  fore* 
most  troops  impatiently  charged,  heavy  rain  obacored  the 
view,  and  fonr  regiments  of  hnssars  and  lancers,  which 
unseen  had  gained  the  right  flank,  immediately  gallo])ed 
upon  the  rear  of  the  disordered  Ijrigade  and  slew  or  touk 
two- thirds:  the  31st  only,  heing  still  in  column,  escaped 
this  chaige  and  maintained  its  gronnd^  while  the  French 
horsemen,  riding  violently  over  everything  else,  penetrated 
to  all  parts  and  captnred  six  guns.  The  tumult  was  great, 
and  a  laucer  fell  upon  Beresford,  but  he,  a  man  of  great 
strengtli,  putting  the  spear  aside,  cast  the  trooper  from  his 
saddle,  and  then  a  shift  of  wind  blowed  aside  the  smoke 
and  mist,  whereapon  Lumley,  seeing  the  mischief  from  the 
pLiin  below,  sent  fonr  squadrons  np  against  the  straggling 
hnasan  and  cut  many  off.  Fenne  Villemor's  Spanish 
cavalry  was  nt  tin  iume  time  directed  to  charsje  some 

ml 

French  horsemen  in  the  plain,  hut  when  within  a  few 
yards  of  their  foes  they  turned  and  shamt^fully  tied. 

Great  was  the  disorder  on  the  hill.  The  shrinking 
Spaniards,  in  one  part  were  blindly  firing  though  the  British 
troops  were  before  them,  and  in  another  part,  flying  before 
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the  lancers,  would  have  broken  tliroagh  the  29th,  then 
adTEDciivj  t*»  the  succonr  of  C'>r{A>niv  ;  hut  terribly  , 
resolute  that  regiment  smole  fneadA  And  foes  without 
distiiictuiii  in  their  (mward  progroBB :  newwhik  Beresford 
urged  the  main  body  of  the  Spaniaids  to  advanoe  and  in 
bis  beat  seianf  an  ensign  by  tiie  heeast  bosre  bim  and  bis 
colours  by  main  force  to  tlie  front,  yet  the  troops  did  not 
f 'How.  :ind  the  coward  run  back  when  released  ^om  the 
inar.shars  iron  grasp. 

In  this  aisis,  the  mtther,  vhiob  bad  mined  Oidhoiiie's 
brigade,  saved  the  day,  for  Sonlt  ooold  not  see  tbe  whole  field 
of  battle  and  kept  his  troops  baited  in  masses  when  the 
decisive  blow  Tniglit  have  l  een  struck.  His  cavalry  indeed, 
began  to  hem  in  that  of  the  allies,  yet  the  hre  of  the  hoi^e- 
artillery  enabled  Lnndey.  covered  by  the  bed  of  the  Aroya 
and  supported  by  tbe  fourth  diirision,  to  cheok  them ;  Col- 
borne  stiU  kept  tbe  height  with  tbe  31st  regiment  and  the 
British  artillery,  under  Julius  Hartman,  was  coming  fast 
into  action  ;  William  Stewart,  also,  Laviiicr  esca|>ed  the 
lancern,  aLr^iin  mounted  the  hill  with  Houghton  s  bri- 
gade, which  he  brought  on  witlt  the  same  Tehemence  but 
in  a  juster  order  of  battle.  Tiie  day  now  deaied  and  » 
dreadftd  fixe  pomed  into  the  thickeat  dt  the  French  oolimiiiB 
taught  Sonlt  the  %ht  was  yet  to  be  won. 

Houghton's  refriiiitht  -  r*  uthed  the  hcii^ht  under  a  heavy 
cannonade,  and  the  ti^th,  after  breaking  tlirough  the  fugitive 
Spaniards^  wa«  charged  in  flank  by  the  French  hinoeni ;  boi 
two  companies,  wheeling  to  the  tight,  £»iled  this  attaidc 
and  then  the  third  brigade  of  Stefwart's  division  came  np 
en  the  left,  and  the  Spaniards  untkr  Za>  ;us  ;iiul  BaIlc:itLTu3 
moved  fonvaril.  Hartman's  aruilery  had  itiade  the  enemy's 
infantry  recoil,  yet  soon  recoverix^  they  renewed  the  battle 
with  greater  violence  than  before,  and  the  cannon  on  both 
sides  disebaiged  showexs  of  grape  at  half  laage,  while  the 
disohaige  of  mnsketiy  was  incessant  and  cften  witinn  pistol- 
riiot ;  but  the  crowded  columns  of  the  French  embun^a^iJded 
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tlieir  battle,  and  the  British  line  would  not  yield  them  an 
inch  oi  ground  or  a  moment  of  time  to  open  tUeir  ranks. 
Their  %htiDg  mm  h/mem  fierce  and  daBgaroae.  Stewart 
waB  tvrioe  votunded,  Colonel  Ihickwoirtli  vas  flkin^  and  ike 
gaUaat  Houghton,  haying  reonved  many  wounds  without 
shrinking,  fell  and  died  in  tliu  act  of  clu'eriri'j:  on  liis  men. 

Still  the  struggle  continued  with  unabati  d  I'my.  Colonel 
Inglis,  twenty-two  officfiEBaud  more  than  four  hundred  men^ 
out  of  five  hundred  and  flercnty,  fell  in  the  57th  abne,  and 
tiie  other  regiments  were  aoarcely  hotter  off,  not  one-thiid 
were  standing  in  any;  their  aamranition  fiuled,  and  as 
their  fire  slackened  the  enemy  establiBliLd  a  culumn  in 
advance  upon  the  right  Hank :  the  piay  of  the  artillery 
checked  it  indeed  for  a  moment,  but  in  that  dreadful  crisis 
Beorasfiad  wmied  I   Destmetion  stared  him  in  the  fiMe, 
his  peimal  resonioes        ezhaioated  and  tiie  unhappy 
tibonght  of  ft  retreat  rose  in  his  agitated  mind.   He  had 
before  posted  Hamilton's  Portuguese  with  a  \icw  to  a  retro- 
grade movemeiit^  and  novr  sent  Alten  orders  to  abandon 
the  bridge  of  Albnera,  rally  the  Portugiiese  artillery  on 
his  Germans,  and  take  groond  to  ooTor  a  retreat  hy  the 
Valwde  road.   Bat  while  ih»  eommander  was  thus  pre- 
paring to  resign  the  contest,  Colond  Hardinge,  using  his 
name,  had  urged  Cole  to  bring  up  the  fourth  division, 
and  then  riding  to  the  third  brigade  of  Stewart's  division, 
idiich,  under  Colonel  Abercrombie,  had  hitherto  been  only 
alightly  engaged,  direoted  it  also  to  posh  forward.  The 
die  was  thus  oast,  Besesfoid  acquiesoed,  Alten  reoeifed 
orders  to  retake  tho  village,  and  this  terrible  hattle  was 
continued. 

Two  brigades  of  the  fourth  division  were  present,  one  of 
PertDgaese  under  General  Harvey,  the  other  under  Sir 
William  Myen,  oomposed  of  the  7th  and  23rd  regiments, 
was  called  the  losileer  brigade.    Harvey  pushing  between 

Lumley's  cavalry  and  the  hill  was  charged  by  some  French 
horse  and  beat  them  off,  while  Cole  led  the  fusilccis  up 
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the  contested  height.  At  this  time  six  gans  were  in  the 
enemy's  possession,  World's  reserve  was  pressin^^  for- 
ward to  reinforce  the  French  front,  and  the  remnant  of 
Honghton's  brigade  conld  no  longer  maintain  its  ground, 
the  field  waa  heiq»ed  with  carcases,  the  knoers  were  riding 
ftirioQsly  about  the  captnied  artillery  on  the  npper  parts  of 
the  hill,  and  Hamilton's  Portngaese  and  Alten's  Germans, 
withdrawing  from  the  bridge,  seemed  to  be  in  fnll  retreat. 
Soon  however  Cole's  fudileers,  flanked  by  a  battalion  of  the 
Lnsitanian  legion  under  Colonel  Hawkshawe,  surmounted 
the  hill,  drove  off  the  lanceis,  recoyered  five  gnns  and 
one  colour,  and  passed  the  right  of  Houghton's  brigade, 
precisely  as  Ahercrombie  passed  its  left. 

Such  a  gallant  line,  issuing  from  the  midst  of  the  smoke 
and  rapidly  separating  itself  from  the  confused  and  broken 
mnltitode,  startled  the  enemy's  masses,  then  augmenting  and 
pressing  onwards  as  to  an  assored  yictory ;  tiiey  wayered, 
hesitated,  and  yomiting  forth  a  storm  of  fire  hastily  en- 
deayoored  to  enlarge  their  front,  while  a  feaiM  discharge 
of  grape  from  all  their  artillery  whistled  through  the  British 
ranks.  ^Myers  was  killed.  Cole,  the  tlireu  colonels,  Ellis, 
Blakeney  and  Hawkshawe  fell  wounded,  and  the  fosileer 
battalions,  struck  by  the  iron  tempest,  reeled  and  staggered 
like  sinking  ships:  but  suddenly  and  sternly  reooyering 
they  closed  on  their  terrible  enemies,  and  then  was  seen 
with  what  a  strenorth  and  majesty  the  British  soldier  fights. 
In  vain  did  Soult  with  voice  and  gesture  animate  his 
Frenchmen ;  in  vain  did  the  hardiest  veterans,  breaking 
from  the  crowded  columns,  sacrifice  their  lives  to  gain 
time  for  the  mass  to  open  out  on  such  a  hir  field ;  in  yain 
did  the  mass  itself  bear  up,  and  fieiedy  striying  fire  indis- 
criiaiuutely  upon  friends  and  foes,  while  the  horsemen 
hovering  on  tlie  flank  threatened  to  charge  the  advancing 
line.  Nothing  could  stop  that  astonishiDg  infuitij,  No 
sudden  burst  of  undisdplined  valour,  no  neryons  enthudasm 
weakened  the  stability  of  their  order,  their  flashing  eyes 
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were  bent  on  the  dark  coloinns  in  their  front,  their 
measured  tread  shook  the  ground,  their  dreadful  volleys 
swept  away  the  head  of  cyeiy  foxmatioii,  their  deafening 
ahonts  owpowend  the  dinonant  cries  that*  bioke  firom  aU 
fNiTts  of  the  tmrndtaoos  crowd,  as  slowly  and  with  a  horrid 
Luruagc  it  was  pushed  hy  the  iiievssaiit  vigour  of  the 
attjick  to  tlic  farthest  edge  of  the  liiiL^ht.  There  the 
i^'rexuh  reserve,  mixing  with  the  struggling  moltitude,  en- 
deaTonred  to  restore  the  fight  but  only  augmented  the 
irremediable  disorder,  and  the  mighty  mass  giinng  way  like 
a  loosened  diff  went  headlong  down  the  steep  .  the  rain 
^lo^yed  after  in  streams  discoloured  with  blood,  and  eighteen 
hiiTnlml  unwounded  men,  the  remnant  of  six  thousand 
unconquerable  British  soldiers,  stood  tnumpbant  on  the 
fatal  hill ! 

While  the  fbsileers  ware  battling  above,  the  cavalry  and 
Harvey's  brigade  advanced,  and  Latonr  Manbourg's  dra- 
goons, battered  also  by  Lcicbrc  s  guns,  retired  before  them, 
yet  still  threaten ing  the  fusilccrs  with  their  right,  and 
with  their  left  preventing  Lumley  iaUing  on  the  defeated 
in&ntry.  The  crisis  was  however  past,  and  Beresford, 
seeking  to  profit  from  the  droomstanoes  of  the  moment, 
made  Alton  retake  Albnera,  supported  him  with  Blake's 
first  line,  which  had  not  been  enfrafred,  and  quickly  brought 
up  Hamilton's  and  Collins's  i^uituguese,  ten  thousand 
fresh  men,  to  strengthen  the  fiisileers  and  Abercrombie's 
brigade.  But  so  rapid  was  the  execution  of  the  last, 
the  enemy  was  never  attained  by  thefle  reserves,  which  yet 
snfoed  severely,  for  Rnty  had  set  the  French  gnns  alto- 
gether, working  them  with  prodigious  activity  while  the 
fifth  corps  was  still  making  head,  and  when  the  day  wus 
irrevocably  lost,  he  regained  tlic  other  side  of  the  Albuera 
and  protected  the  passage  of  the  broken  in&ntry. 

Beraford,  too  hardly  handled  to  pnrsoe,  now  formed  a 
fiont  with  the  Portngnese  parallel  to  the  heights  where 
Sonlt's  troops  were  rallying,  and  though  the  action  continued 
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a  short  time  after  at  the  bridge  all  was  tenninated  before 
three  0  clock.  The  serious  tightmg  had  endured  only  lour 
honrs,  and  in  that  time  seyen  thrniaaad  allies  and  above 
eudit  tiuNiBMut  of  their  adnnariei  w0pe  stmoK  down* 
Time  Fnneh  geneiab  ireie  nomided,  iwo  dain,  and  ei^t 
linndred  soldieni  so  badly  hurt  as  to  be  lefb  on  the  field. 
On  Beresford's  side  only  two  thousand  Spaniards  and  six 
hundred  Gennans  and  Portuguese  were  killed  or  wounded, 
and  with  what  resolution  the  pure  British  fought  was  thus 
madeinapifest,  for  tiiejhad  but  df^teen  hnndred  men  left 
sfamding !  The  lanvd  is  nobly  won  when  the  exhausted 
▼iet<»r  reels  as  be  phujes  it  on  Ids  bleeding  fironi  The 
French  took  five  hundred  unwounded  ]»ri.soner8,  a  howitzer 
and  several  stand  of  colours.  The  i>ritiok  had  no  trophy  to 
boast  of,  but  the  horrid  piles  of  carcases  within  theti  lines 
told  with  dreadful  eloquence  who  wm  the  oonqneraiSy  and 
aU  the  night  the  lain  poored  down,  and  the  lirer  and  the 
hills  and  the  woods  resounded  with  the  dismal  damonr  and 
groans  of  dyiDir  men. 

Beresford  was  op}>rei=?cd  witli  the  number  of  his  wounded, 
far  exceeding  the  sound  amongst  the  British  soldiers. 
When  the  pioqnets  were  posted  few  remained  to  help  the 
snfoeiSy  and  in  this  end  distress  he  sent  Hardinge  to 
demand  assistance  fiom  Blake ;  but  wiath  and  mortified 
pride  were  predominant  with  that  general ;  he  refused,  say- 
ing, it  was  customary  with  allies  for  each  to  take  cnre  of 
their  own  men.    Yet  the  British  had  fought  for  Spfkin. 

Moming  came  and  both  armies  remained  in  their  re- 
epectiTe  situations,  the  wounded  still  oorering  the  fidd  o£ 
battle,  the  hostile  lines  still  menadng  and  dangeron&  The 
greater  number  had  fallen  with  the  Frencli,  the  best  sol- 
diers with  the  ii\\\v>.  :nid  Soult's  dark  masses  of  cavalry 
and  artillezy,  covering  ail  his  front,  seemed  able  alone  to 
contend  again  for  "rictory.  The  light  of  the  French  ap- 
pealed also  to  threaten  the  Badajos  road»  and  Bereaford  in 
gloom  and  doubt  awaited  another  attack;  soon  however 
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tbe  thifd*  brigade  of  the  fourth  diyimon  came  up  firom 
JtTumenha,  and  then  the  second  divi^siun  retook  its  old 
ground  between  the  Yalverde  and  Badajos  roads — on  the 
IStli  Soult  retreated. 

He  kft  t»  EngUflh  ffnmmkj  Berenl  hondNd  mm  too 
deeply  wonuided  to  be  femoyed,  hui  all  tbose  who  codU 
tmyel  he  had,  in  the  night  of  the  17th,  sent  by  the  royal 
road  of  Muniusteriu  to  Seville ;  and  now,  protecting  his 
movements  with  his  lior»emen  and  six  battalions  of  infantry, 
he  filed  big  light  on  to  the  road  of  Solano.  When  this 
flank  march  waa  eompletedy  Latoor  Maubonig  ooyered  the 
rar  with  the  beftvy  dngoonB  while  Biioh^  protected  the 
msrah  of  the  wounded  men  by  the  voyal  load. 

Beresford  sent  llauiilttjii  to  ,re-inveit  Badajos,  and  ihe 
whole  of  his  cavalry,  supported  by  Altcn's  Germans,  after 
the  I'reuch ;  but  soon  Wellington,  hurrying  from  the 
north,  reaohed  the  field  of  baltLe  and  directed  him  to  follow 
the  enemy  esotionB^  in  person,  while  the  thizd  andserenth 
dimoDs,  just  oome  down  fiom  the  Coa.,  completod  the  xe* 
investment  of  the  fortress.  » 

Soult  now  took  a  permanent  position  at  Llerena  to 
await  the  junction  of  Drouet's  division  and  leinforoo- 
SMnte  ficom  Andalusia,  resohed  to  contend  ^ain  for  Bada- 
jos. Mesnwliile  his  emby  advanoed  to  Usagre  <^flfngn4ny 
to  sooarthe  country  beyond ;  but  the  only  outlet  from  that 
place  was  a  bridge  over  a  river  with  steep  banks,  which 
the  French  general  Bron  passed  rashly  with  two  regiments 
and  being  charged  by  General  Lumley  lost  two  hundred 
men.  This  terminated  Beresford's  operations.  The  miser* 
able  state  to  which  the  Begeaflj  had  xednoed  the  Porta- 
giNse  troops  leqviied  his  presence  at  Laabon  and  Genecal 
Hill  succeeded  to  his  command. 
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Lord  Wellington  had  left  General  Spencer  with  an 
anny  to  straiteii  Ciudad  Bodrigo  and  watoh  Mumont^ 
who  had  succeeded  MaageiuL  But  Manaoni  ooold  from 
the^Salamanca  oonntry  cross  the  mountains  and  join  Sonlt 

to  disturb  the  siege  of  Badajos,  and  m  tliat  case  Spciicur, 
who  had  a  shorter  line,  was  to  join  "Wt/HiriutoD.  With 
this  precaution  it  was  hopod  the  piAoe  might  be  taken. 
But  though  no  operation  in  war  is  so  certain  as  a  modem 
81^,  if  the  roles  of  art  ore  strictly  followed,  no  opemtion 
is  less  open  to  imi^nlar  daring :  the  engineer  can  neither 
be  liuiried  nor  dtluycd  without  danger.  Now  the  time 
required  by  the  French  to  cnither  in  force  depended  ou 
Mannont>  whose  march  from  Salamanca  by  the  mountain 
passes  could  not  he  stopped  by  Spenoer.  It  was  also  pes* 
flihle  for  him  to  pass  tiie  Tagns  on  the  shortest  line  hy 
fords  near  Alcantara.  Bnt  Beresford's  siege  had  dam- 
aged the  carriages  of  the  battering  i^ns,  eleven  days  were 
re^juired  to  repair  them,  and  the  scanty  means  of  transport 
for  stores  was  diminished  by  canying  the  wounded  from 
Albuera :  hence  more  than  fifteen  days  of  open  trenches, 
incloding  nine  days  of  fire,  could  not  be  expected.  With 
good  gone,  plentiM  stores  and  regular  aappeis  and  miners, 
this  time  would  have  sufficed ;  but  none  of  these  tilings 
were  in  the  camp,  and  it  was  a  keen  jest  of  Picton  to  say, 
**  Lord  Wellington  sued  Badajos  in  foniili  pauperis."  I  lis 
guns  were  of  soft  brass,  false  in  their  bore,  and  tlie  shot 
«f  different  sises,  the  largest  beii^  too  small ;  the  Porta- 
gaese  gunners  were  inexperienced,  there  were  few  British 
artillery-men,  few  engineers,  no  sappers  or  miners,  and  no 
time  to  teach  the  troops  of  the  line  how  to  make  faisoines 
and  gabions. 

E^ular  and  sure  approaches  against  the  body  of  the 
pkuw,  first  redadng  the  outworks,  could  not  now  be  at- 
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tonpted  ;  yet  Beroeford's  lines  against  tbe  castle  and  Fort 

Christoval  micht  be  renewed,  avoiding  his  errors,  that  is 
to  say,  by  jiuiiimg  the  attacks  simultaneously  and  with 
more  powerful  means.  This  plan  was  adopted,  and  some- 
thing vas  hoped  fnm,  the  inhahitants^  something  from  the 
effect  of  Sonlt's  retreat  after  Album.  The  batteriiig 
train  was  of  fifty  pieces,  a  convoy  of  engineers'  stores  oame 
up  from  AlcacLT  do  Sal,  and  a  corapaDy  of  Britisli  artillery 
was  on  the  march  from  Lisbon  to  be  mixed  with  the  Por- 
tngoese,  making  a  total  of  six  hundred  gunners.  Volun- 
teas  fiom  the  line  acted  as  assistant  engineers,  and  a  draft 
of  three  hundred  intelligent  infiuntry  soldiers,  induding 
twenty-fiTe  artificers  of  the  staff  corps»  were  employed  as 
sappers. 

Hamilton*8  Portuguese  first  invested  the  place  on  the 
left  bank,  and  the  24th  of  May,  General  Houston,  having 
five  thousand  men,  invested  San  Clmstoval ;  a  flying 
bridge  was  then  laid  down  on  the  Qnadiana  below  the 
town,  and  Fieton  crossing  that  xiver  by  a  ford  aboye  joined' 
Hamilton.  Hill  commanded  the  covering  army,  all  the 
cavalry  was  pushed  forward  in  obsirvation  of  Sonlt,  and 
when  inteUigence  of  Drouet's  junction  was  obtained,  two 
regiments  of  cavalry  and  two  brigades  of  infuitiy,  which 
had  been  quartered  at  Ckwia  as  posts  of  communication 
with  Spencer,  were  called  up  to  reinforoe  HilL 

Fhillipon  had  during  the  interval  of  siege  levelled 
Berosford's  trenches,  repaired  his  own  damages,  mounted 
more  guns  and  obtained  a  small  supply  of  wine  and  vcge< 
tables  from  the  people  of  Estremadura,  who  were  still  awed 
by  the  presence  of  Soult's  army.  Within  the  place  all  was 
quiet,  tile  citaiens  did  not  now  exceed  five  thousand  souls^ 
and  many  of  them  were  seen  mixed  with  soldiers,  work- 
ing: at  the  defences ;  hence,  as  retrenchmenta  m  the  castle 
bclund  the  intended  points  of  attack  would  have  prolonged 
the  siege  beyond  the  calculated  period,  Lord  Wellington 
to  obtain  timely  notice  of  such  works  had  a  large  telescope 
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interior  cf  the  oaotle  ooaM  be  searched. 

In  the  night  of  the  -'Jih  the  engineers  broke  [rround 
for  a  false  attack,  and  the  following  night  sixteen  hundred 
workmen,  with  a  oovering  party  of  twelve  hnndiedi.  Bunk  a 
pimM  agpinst  the  eaitfe  wikhoat  beii^  diiooYwed ;  ai  the 
nine  tine  twdive  hmidied  mnkmin^  eDTerai  by  a  guard  of 
eight  hnsdred,  opened  %  paralld  hur  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  from  San  ChrLstoval  and  seven  himdicd  vards  from 
the  bridge>head.  On  this  line,  one  breaching  and  two 
counter  bntteries  wcie  XMsed  f^nst  the  fort  and  bridge- 
held  to  prerai  a  aaUj  Ikom  ikb  kit  fmA,  ind  a  foortii 
batloy  mm  9oaaammi  to  mnk  the  deteees  el  the 
castle,  but  the  workmen  ireie  diacovoed  and  a  heavy  fin 

Btnick  down  inaiiv- 

On  the  31st  tlie  attack  against  the  cattle,  where  the  aoil 
was  soft,  advanced  rapidly,  bnt  Ghriatoval  was  on  a  rock, 
earth  had  to  be  bioaght  fron  the  tear  and  the  attack  pro- 
'eeeded  abwly  and  with  conaideiiUln  kaa  Thia  day  the 
British  artillery  eompany  came  wp  en  mnke  ftom  Estranoe, 
the  engineer  liastened  work,  and  tu  save  Lime  ])ruuia- 
tnrely  traced  a  work  for  fourteen  t\s  cnty-foor-poundeis 
with  six  lai^  howitsers  to  batter  the  castle. 

On  the  Ghrietovil  aide  the  faattodea  wme  not  fiaiehed 
until  the  night  of  the  Isk  of  Janoi  lor  the  aoll  was  ao  rooky 
the  miner  had  tolevel  groimd  finr  phHbnns,  while  mertan, 
of  eighteen  inches'  diameter,  sent  shells  from  the  castle 
nnerringly  amon^t  the  workmen  ;  these  huge  missiles 
would  have  rained  the  works  on  that  side  if  they  had  not 
been  on  the  edge  of  a  ridge»  down  whidi  most  of  the  ibdls 
rolled  belbm  hunting :  yet  so  difieolt  is  it  to  judge  rightly 
in  war,  that  Fhilfipon  stopped  this  fire,  thinking  it  was 
throwii  away  !*  Tlie  progress  of  the  wurks  was  so  de- 
layed by  bringing  up  earth,  that  woolpacks  purchased  at 

•  All  FUllipim's  viewi  tad  pr«p«ntioiif  «ie  taken  fion  Ui  origfaul 
jowDil  of  ricso  la  BMonRilpt* 
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Elvas  were  adopted  us  u  bubstituti',  and  on  the  2ud,  all 
the  batteries  being  completed  and  armed  with  forty- 
tkroe  pMoea  of  different  ttzea^  twenty  were  pointed  against 
the  GMde.  The  thoi  bdiig  too  maJl  the  guis  the  fire 
wiB  ¥eij  meftetnal  st  finl^  and  fi?e  pieeca  heoame  mum- 
yiceable ;  but  towards  erenin^  the  pfadice  beoune  steadier, 
the  fire  of  Christoval  wdn  nearly  silenced,  and  the  covering 
of  masonry  fell  from  the  castlc-wall,  diaooTeiii^  a  ptarpen- 
dicular  bank  of  clay.  , 

In  the  night  of  the  3rd  a  fireeh  battery  for  seven  gone 
was  traced  against  ihe  castle,  about  six  hundred  yards  from 
the  breach,  hut  the  Mi  the  garrison's  &e  was  also  increased 
by  additional  guns,  iiix  of  the  besiegers'  pieces  were  dis- 
abled, principally  by  their  own  fire,  and  the  batteries  only 
slighilj  marked  the  bank  of  clay.  At  Christoval,  the 
fort  was  much  injured,  and  some  damage  done  to  the  eas^ 
also  from  the  batteries  on'  that  side,  ^fet  the  guns  were  so 
soft  the  rate  of  firbg  was  mudi  ledaocd.  In  the  night  the 
new  battery  wiis  armed,  the  damaged  works  repaired,  and 
next  day,  a&  the  enemy  had  caused  a  gun  from  Christoval 
to  plunge  into  the  tr^wdies  on  the  casUe  sidsi  the  paralM 
was  deepened  and  travecaes  ooostmcted  to  protect  the 

Fifteen  uninjured  pieces  still  played  against  tlie  castle, 
and  the  bank  of  day  fell  away  in  flakes,  yet  it  remained 

perpendicular. 

In  the  night  the  parallel  against  the  oastle  was  extended, 
a  fresh  battery  was  traced  out  five  hundred  and  twam^ 
yards  from  the  breach,  and  on  the  Ghrotoval  ride  new 

batteries  were  opened  and  some  old  ones  abandoned.  The 
garrison  now  b^an  to  retrench  the  castle  breach,  and  their 
workmen  were  soon  covered,  while  from  Christoval  two 
pieces  of  artiUery  plunged  direcUj  into  the  trenches  with 
gr^eiEwt:  on  the  other  hand  the  chty  bank  took  a  slope 
nearly  practicable,  and  stray  aheUs  set  fire  to  the  houses 
nearest  the  castle. 
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On  the  6th,  one  of  two  breaches  in  Christoval  being 
judged  practicable  a  company  of  grenadiers  with  twelve 
ladders  was  ordered  to  asaaolt ;  while  a  second  turned  the 
fort  to  divert  tlie  enemy's  attentioii ;  three  hundred  men 
cat  the  communication  between  the  fort  and  the  hridge, 
and  a  detachment  with  a  six-pounder  moved  into  the 
vulley  of  the  Gcbora  to  prevent  anj  passage  of  the 
Guadiana  by  boats. 

PIRST  ASSAULT  OF  CHRISTOVAL. 

Major  M*Into:5h  of  the  8r)t]i  rciriment  led  the  stormers, 
preceded  by  a  forlorn  hope  under  Lieutenant  Dyas  of  the 
51st,  and  that  gallant  gentleman,  guided  by  the  engineer 
Forster,  a  yonng  man  of  uncommon  bravery,  reached  the 
glads  and  descended  the  ditch  irithont  being  discovered. 
The  French  had  howevw  cleared  the  rabbish  away,  seven 
feet  of  perpendicular  wall  remained  at  the  breach,  carts 
and  pointed  beams  of  wood  chained  tugether  were  i)laced 
above,  and  shells  were  ranged  along  the  ramparts  to  roll 
down.   The  foriom  hope  finding  the  opening  impracticable 
was  retiring,  when  the  main  body,  which  had  been  exposed 
to  a  flank  Are  from  the  town  as  well  as  a  direct  fire  from 
the  fort,  came  Icapinoj  into  the  ditch  with  ladders  and 
strove  to  escalade.  The  ladders  were  too  short,  the  garrison, 
serenty^five  men  besides  the  cannoneers,  made  a  stout  re- 
sistance, the  conlosion  and  mischief  occasioned  by  the 
btmting  of  the  efaeOs  was  great>  and  the  stormefs  were 
beaten  off  with  the  loss  of  more  than  a  hundred  men. 

Bad  sncce-^s  produces  disputes.  The  failure  was  attri- 
buted by  some  to  the  breach  being  impracticable  from  the 
first,  by  others  to  the  confusion  which  arose  after  the  main 
body  had  entered.  French  writers  affirm  that  the  breach, 
practicable  on  the  night  of  the  5th  was  not  so  on  the  6th, 
because  the  besiegers  did  not  attack  until  midnisht  and 
the  worisLmeu  had  time  to  remove  the  ruins  and  raise  ixesh 
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obstacles :  the  bmvery  of  tlie  soldiers,  who  were  provided 
with  three  muskets  each,  did  the  rest.  The  combinations 
foi  the  asaaiilt  were  however  not  well  calculated  ;  the  stotm- 
ing  party  whs  too  weak,  the  ladders  few  and'  short,  the 
breach  not  soffidently  scoored  by  the  fire  of  the  batteries, 
and  the  Icadinjr  troops  were  repnlsed  before  the  main  body 
had  descended  the  ditch.  la  such  attacks  the  supports 
should  almost  form  one  body  with  the  leaders  ^  the  sense  of 
power  derived  from  numbers  is  a  strong  incentive  to  valour, 
and  obstacles  insuimountable  to  a  few  fanish  before  a 
multitnde. 

During  the  storm  six  iron  ^ns  were  placed  in  battery 
against  the  castle,  but  two  brass  pieces  became  unservice- 
able, and  the  following  day  three  others  were  disabled. 
However  the  bank  of  clay  seemed  to  offer  now  a  good 
slope,  and  in  the  ni^t  the  engineer  Patton  examined  it 
cloeely ;  he  was  mortally  wounded  in  returning,  yet  lived 
to  report  it  practicable.  At  Cliristoval  the  garrison  con- 
tinued to  clear  away  the  ruins  at  the  foot  of  the  breach, 
made  interior  retrenchments  with  bales  of  wool  and  other 
materials,  ranged  huge  sheUs  and  barrels  of  powder  with 
matches  along  the  nmparts,  and  gave  the  defenders,  chosen 
men,  four  muskets  each.  In  this  state  of  affiiirs  news 
came  that  Drouet  was  close  to  Llerena,  Marmont  on  the 
move  from  Salamanca ;  and  Wellinsfton  ordered  another 
assault  on  Chiistoval  at  both  breaches.  Four  bundled 
men,  canrying  sixteen  long  ladders,  were  employed,  the 
supports  were  better  closed  up,  the  appointed  hour  was  nine 
instead  of  twelve,  and  more  detachments  were  planted  on 
*  the  right  and  left  to  cut  off  communication  with  the  town — 
but  PhUiipon  la  opposition  made  the  garrison  two  hundred 
strong. 
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8BC0ND  ASSAULT  OF  CHBISTOTAL 

Major  M'Geechy  oommanded  the  stonnea,  the  forlorn 
hc^  ag^  led  bj  the  gallant  Djas,  iraa  aooompanied  by 
ihe  engineer  Hnnt^  and  a  little  after  nine  o'clock  the  lead- 
ing troop3,  boanding  forward,  were  followed  by  the  support 

amidst  a  sKatteriDsr  fire  of  musketry  which  killed  M*Geechy, 
Hunt.  HTiri  many  men  upon  the  glacis.  Loudly  shouted 
the  British  as  they  jumped  into  the  ditch,  but  the  Frcnoh 
acoffingly  called  them  on,  and  rolling  down  the  baneb  of 
powder  and  riieDs  made  leaifol  and  rapid  liaToa  Thme 
was  a  column  designed  for  each  bieach,  yet  both  came 
togetlier  at  the  main  breach,  where  confasion  arising  about 
the  ladders  a  few  only  were  reared,  and  the  enemy,  stand- 
ing on  the  ramparts,  bayoneted  the  foremost  assailants, 
o?ertnnied  the  laddeii,  and  ag^m  poued  their  destrootiTe 
five  i^n  the  crowd  below  until  one  hnndred  and  ftffy  felly 
rest  retired. 

The  castle  Ijrcuch  remained  for  assault,  yet  the  troops 
could  not  form  between  the  top  and  the  retrenchments 
behind  the  opening,  unless  Christoyal  was  taken  and  its 
goDB  used  to  dear  ilie  inteiior  of  tiie  castle ;  bat  to  take 
OfaristOTal  leqnired  sorenl  days ;  henoe,  as  Sonlt  was 
ready  to  ad?ance,  the  stores  were  remoyed  and  the  attadc 
turned  into  a  blockade.  The  allies  lost  four  hundred  men 
and  officers,  and  the  process  of  siege  was  altogether  false 
and  irregular. 

Mamont  now  joined  8011H,  Spencer  joined  WelUa^ 
ton,  and  the  IMi  of  Jwne  tike  Frenek  amies  entered 
BadajoB.    The  allies  were  only  a  few  miles  off  holding 

both  sides  of  the  Caja,  a  small  river  flowing  between  Elvas 
and  Campo  Mayor  into  the  Guadiana  ;  yet  their  dij^position 
was  so  skilfully  concealed  by  undulating  ground  and  woods 
that  on  the  2did  the  French  marahals  were  forced  to  send 
out  two  exploring  bodies  of  cavalry  to  obtain  information. 
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One  column  cnt  off  a  squadron  of  the  11  th  Light  Dragoons, 
and  the  2nd  Genxkan  Hussars  escaped  it  with  difficulty* 
The  other  column  was  checked  by  the  heavy  dragoons  and 
Madden's  Poitngaefle  oavaliy  with  a  sharp  sldniiishy  m 
which  happened  a  single  combat  similar  to  tiiat  between 
Ariosto's  llogcro  and  Mandricardo.  An  English  horse- 
man, standing  high  in  his  stirrups  with  raised  swurd,  en- 
countered a  French  officer  who  pierced  him  under  the  arm ; 
slowly  the  weapon  was  diiyen  ihrongh  his  body  yet  no 
shrinking  motion  could  he  observed  ;  he  seemed  only  to 
giye  more  force  to  his  descending  weapon,  which  bit  into 
the  Frenchman's  brain  jind  buLh  fell  dead  together. 

Soult  and  Marmont  had  above  sixty  thousand  men  in 
line,  seren  thousand  being  caTalry»  with  ninety  guns. 
WeUington  had  only  twenty-eight  thousand  eabces.aail 
bi^onets,  the  coiuiiry»  a  eavahy  one.  runkuhed  no  poBitiion 
to  compensate  for  inferior  numbers,  and  a  battle  gained 
would  certainly  have  terminated  the  war.  Yet  the  crisis 
passed  without  mischief,  because  Wdlington  so  concealed 
his  weakness,  and  outfi^sed  his  enemies  with  such  audacity, 
such  a  blending  of  lesokition  and  genius  that  the  Fienoh 
manbals  relivsd  and  separated  widiout  striking!  The 
political  and  military  dillicultics  supported  and  overcome 
by  the  Ensrlish  s^neral  at  this  period  were  indeed  most 
extraordinary,  and  must  be  sought  for  in  my  History  of 
the  War,  from  which  this  WQnk,  treating  only  oi  combats, 
ifl  extracted. 
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BLOCKADE  OF  CIUDAD  BODBIOO. 

Aftbe  ihe  second  siege  of  Badajos  the  contest  in  the 
Pemnsnla  presented  a  new  })lia8e.    French  reinforcements 

were  poured  int.*  Siiain.  forty  tliousand  old  soldiers  entered 
by  the  northern  line  alone,  and  General  Porsenne  took 
conmuind  of  the  Anny  of  f/w  Nortk,  which  now  contained 
seventeen  thousand  of  Napoleon's  yoong  guard.  The  king 
had  a  particular  force  ahont  Madrid  caSM  the  Armt^  cf 
ths  Centre;  Sonlt  commanded  the  Army  of  ihe  South  and 
Marmrmt  T/te  A  rmy  of  Portuaal,  with  which,  by  the 
emjtcror's  orders,  lie  took  post  in  the  Valley  of  the  Tagii^, 
leaving  a  division  at  Truxillo  south  of  that  river  and 
establishing  a  bri^e  of  communication  at  Almaraz,  which 
he  fortified  on  both  sides  stronglj. 

This  disposition  of  the  French  armies  was  at  once  ofTeti- 
sivcand  defensive.  Portugal  was  menaced  from  the  nuith 
by  Dui  -onnc.  avIio  had  Ciudad  liodrigo  as  an  advanced 
place  oi  arms ;  from  the  south  by  Soult,  wiio  had  Badji^os 
for  an  advanced  place  of  arms ;  in  the  centre  by  Marmont, 
who  could  march  on  Abrantes,  join  Porsenne,  or  unite  with 
Soult  In  defence  the  Frmch  were  still  more  powerfuL 
If  Wellington  assailed  LarsLnne,  the  latter  by  retiring 
could  concentrate  a  LTcat  force  while  Marmont  acted  on 
the  English  right  tiank,  and  together  they  could  present 
seven^  thousand  men  in  line.   If  he  assailed  Soult,  as  ho 
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liad  indeed  designed  before  the  failure  of  Badajos,  Mannont 
could  act  on  ]m  left  flank,  and  united  with  8oult  could 
present  sixty-Uve  thousand  fighting  men.  If  he  marched 
against  MainKnit  by  either  bank  of  the  Tagns,  that  mar- 
shal, rei]ifoiced  with  detachmentB  from  Boneniie,  Sonit, 
and  the  king,  oonld  deliver  battle  with  more  than  sevcnt) 
thousand  men. 

The  English  general  could  not  contend  with  such  power- 
ful armies  beyond  the  jnountams  of  Portugal,  yet  from 
political  pressure  he  could  not  stand  still,  and  there  were 
defects  in  his  adTeisaries'  breast-pbte  through  which 
he  hoped  to  pierce.  He  saw  that  Badajos  and  Rodrigo 
were  isolated  and  difficult  to  provision  ;  that  each  depended 
for  succour  on  the  junction  of  armies  under  generals  of 
equal  authority,  ill  disposed  to  act  together,  and  whose 
communications  were  long  and  uneasy,  furnishing  pretences 
for  noB'-codperation.  Mannont  had  indeed  a  direct  line  of 
interconrse  with  Doisenne  across  the  Gredos  moontains  by 
the  fortified  pass  of  Banos ;  but  to  reach  Soult  the  Tagus 
was  to  be  crossed  at  Almaraz,  the  defiles  of  Estremadura 
and  the  passes  of  the  Morena  to  be  threaded  before  a  junc- 
tion conid  be  made  in  the  plains  of  Badajos :  wherefore. 
General  Girard,  having  the  remains  of  Morder's  army, 
called  the  fifth  corp$,  was  employed  as  a  moving  column  in 
Estremadnra,  to  sapport  Badajos  and  connect  the  army  of 
Tortugal  with  that  of  Soult. 

In  this  state  of  affairs  AVeiimgton,  who  had  received 
large  reinforcements  after  the  siege  of  Badajos,  left  General 
Hill  in  August,  with  twelve  thousand  men  of  all  arms  to 
ke^  Girard  in  cheek,  while  in  person  he  marched  to  tiie 
north,  under  pretence  of  seeking  healthy  quarters  for  his 
sickly  troops  but  really  to  blockade  Giudad  Rodrigo,  which 
an  intercepted  letter  described  as  wanting  provisions ;  it 
had  however  been  previously  suppUed  by  Bessieres  before 
he  quitted  his  command,  and  this  effort  was  frustrated* 
The  army  was  then  placed  near  the  sources  of  the  Agueda 
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and  Coa,  closu  to  the  line  of  communication  between  Mar- 
mont  and  Uorsennc,  and  prcjtarations  were  made  for  a 
siege,  in  the  notion  that  the  Iwt  genenl'0  force  was  weak. 
But  that  also  was  an  error,  and  when  discovered,  a  blockade 
was  established.  Afanada,  whose  renewed  walls  had  be^ 
destroyed  hy  Spencer  wLcn  he  miuched  to  the  south, 
was  now  repaired  for  a  place  of  arms,  the  bridge  over  the 
Coa  was  restored,  and  with  the  ntmost  subtilty  of  com- 
bination and  the  most  exiensiTe  anangements  the  Bngliah 
general,  while  appeanng  only  to  blockade,  secretly  prepsfed 
for  a  siege.  All  his  art  was  indeed  feqnifod^  for  though 
the  Anglo- Portuguese  were  nt  this  time  eiLdity  thou.-^.i.iid 
on  paper,  with  ninety  guns,  twenty-two  thousand  nun  were 
in  hospital;  wherefore,  Hill's  corps  being  deducted,  less 
than  forty-fiye  tiionsand  were  on  the  watch  to  snatch  a 
fortress  which  was  in  the  keeping  of  eighty  thonsand. 

In  September  Eodrigo  called  for  snooonr,  whereupon  Mar- 
mont  and  Dorsenne  advanced  to  its  relief  with  sixty  thousand 
men,  six  thousand  being  cavalry,  and  they  had  a  hundred 
pieces  of  artillery.  Wellington  could  not  fight  this  great  army 
beyond  the  Agaeda^  bat  would  not  retreat  nntil  he  had 
seen  all  their  force,  lest  a  detachment  shonld  leliere  the 
place  to  his  dishonour.  In  this  Tiew  he  took  the  following 
pu-jitions. 

Pictou  B  division,  reinforced  with  three  squiulrons  of  Ger- 
man and  British  cavahry,  was  placed  at  the  heights  of  Elbodon 
and  Pastores  on  the  left  of  the  Agaeda,  within  three  miles  of 
Eodrigo.  The  light  division,  some  squadrons  of  caralry  and 

six  guiH,  were  j)osted  on  the  right  of  the  Agueda,  at  the  Va- 
dillo,  a  river  witk  a  riigged  channel  falling  into  the  Agncda 
three  miles  above  iiodrigo :  from  this  line  an  enemy  coming 
from  the  eastern  passes  of  the  hills  could  be  discerned.  The 
sixth  division  and  Anson's  brigade  of  cavaliy,  forming  the 
left  of  the  army,  was  nnder  General  Graham  at  Espeja  on 
the  lower  Azava,  with  udvuuciil  posts  at  Carpiu  and  .Mari- 
alva,  from  whence  to  Kodrigo  was  eight  miiea  over  a  plain. 
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Jalian  Sancliez's  Partida  watched  the  lower  Agueda^  and 
(he  heads  of  colamnB  thuBpneeoted  to  the  ionttm  on 
time  pointB,  namely,  Vadillo,  Pastoxes  and  Espeja.  Two 

bribes  of  heavy  caralry  on  the  Upper  Acara,  Bupported 
by  Pack's  Portugacse,  connected  Graham  with  Elbodon ; 
but  he  was  very  distant  from  Guinaldo,  the  piyot  of  opera- 
tions, and  to  obviate  the  danger  of  a  Hank  march  in  retreat, 
the  iSnt  and  eeTonth  ditidoiui  were  posted  in  Baccessioii 
towaids  Oninaldo.  The  anny  was  thus  spread  oat  on  dif- 
ferent roadd  whioh,  like  the  sticks  of  a  fiin,  had  their  point 
of  uiiiuii  on  the  Coa. 

This  disposition  was  faulty.  Broad  heights  lining  the 
left  bank  of  the  Agneda  ended  abniptly  above  the  villages 
of  Elbodon  and  Pastores,  and  were  flanked  in  their  whole 
len  jili  1  V  woods  and  great  plains  extending  from  Bodrigo 
to  tlic  Coa ;  they  could  not  therefore  be  held  against  an 
enemy  commanding  those  plains,  and  if  the  French 
pushed  along  them  suddenly  beyond  Guinaldo  the  di^itant 
wings  ooold  be  out  off.  At  Guinaldo  howefer,  three-field 
redottbls  had  hten  constmeted  on  high  open  gronnd,  to 
impose  npon  the  enemy  and  so  gain  time  to  assemble  and 
feel  his  disj)osition  for  a  battle,  because  u  retreat  beyond 
the  Coa  was  to  ])o  avoided  if  possible. 

On  the  23rd  the  French  encamped  behind  the  hills 
north-east  of  Bodrigo,  and  a  strong  detachment,  entering 
the  phun,  looked  at  the  light  division  on  the  Vadillo  and 
rotturned. 

The  -itb,  six  thousand  cavalry  and  four  divisions  of 
infantry  crossed  the  hills  in  two  columns  to  introduce 
the  convoy,  while  on  the  English  side  the  fourth  division 
ooenpied  the  position  of  Guinaldo,  and  the  redoubts  were 
completed.  Ko  other  ehange  was  made,  for  it  was  thought 
the  French  would  not  advance  further  ;  but  the  25th,  soon 
after  daybreak,  fourteen  squadrons  of  the  imperial  guard> 
drove  Graham's  outpost  from  Uarpio  across  the  Azava,  and 
the  Lanoem  of  Berg,  hayhug  ctossed  that  fiver  in  pursuit, 
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vera  flanked  by  some  in£uitiy  in  a  wood  and  beaten  back 
by  two  squadrons  of  ihe  l^th  and  16th  dragoons,  who 
re-oocnpied  the  post  of  Oarpio.  Bnring  this  skinnish,  four- 
teen l)attalionB  of  infantry  and  thirty  squadrons  of  cavalry, 
^vith  twelve  gnns,  under  Montbrun,  passing  the  Agueda  at 
Rodrigo  marched  towards  Guinaldo,  and  as  tlie  road  di- 
vided, one  branch  turning  the  Elbodon  heights  on  the  French 
light  tiie  other  leading  through  Pastores  and  Elbodon, 
the  point  of  diwication  being  covered  by  a  gentle  ridge, 
it  was  doubtful  which  branch  would  be  taken.  Soon  that 
doubt  vanished.  The  cavalry  pouriug  along  the  right-hand 
road  leading  to  Guinaldo  drove  in  the  advanced  posts,  and 
without  waiting  for  thdr  infiintiy  fell  on. 

COMBAT  OF  ELBODON. 

The  a<*tion  began  disadvantagcously  for  the  allies.  The 
left  of  the  third  division  was  turned,  the  74th  and  GOth  re- 
giments, being  at  Pastorcs  far  on  the  right,  were  too  distant 
to  be  called  in,  and  Picton,  having  three  other  regiments 
at  Elbodon,  conid  take  no  immediate  part  in  the  flght 
Wellin-t  ju  sent  to  Gninaldo  for  a  brigade  of  the  fourth 
division,  and  meanwhile  directed  General  Oolville  to  draw- 
up  the  77th  and  5th  British  regiments,  the  2l8t  Portuguese 
and  two  brigades  of  artillery  of  the  same  nation,  on  a  hill 
over  which  the  road  to  Guinaldo  passed,  supporting  their 
flanks  with  Alten's  three  squadrons.  This  position,  oonvez 
towards  the  enemy,  was  covered,  front  and  flanks,  by  deep 
ra%'ines ;  but  it  was  too  extensive,  and  before  Picton  could 
come  from  Elbodon  the  crisis  was  over.  Vainly  the  Portu- 
guese guns  sent  their  shot  through  Montbrun  s  horsemen, 
they  crossed  the  ravine  in  half  squadrons,  and  with  amazing 
vigour  rode  up  the  rough  height  on  three  sides ;  neither 
the  loose  fire  of  the  infantry  nor  the  artillery  stopped 
them,  but  they  were  checked  by  the  fine  fighting  of  the 
cavabry,  who  charged  the  heads  of  Uie  ascending  masses. 
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not  once  hnt  twenty  times,  and  always  witii  a  good  will, 
maintaining  the  upper  ground  for  an  hour. 

It  was  astonishing  to  see  so  few  troopers  resist  that 
Boxgjng  maltitade  even  on  snch  steep  ground,  but  when 
Montbnm,  obstinate  to  win,  brought  np  his  artilleiy,  his 
horsemen,  gaining  ground  in  the  centre,  cut  down  some 
gunners  and  captured  the  Portuguese  guns,  and  at  the 
same  time  one  German  squadron,  charging  too  far,  got 
entangled  in  the  ravines.  The  danger  was  then  imminent ; 
but  saddenly  the  5th  regiment^  led  by  Major  iCidge,  a 
daring  man,  dashed  bodily  into  the  midst  of  the  French 
cavalry  and  retook  iStie  artallery,  which  again  opened,  while 
the  77tb,  supported  by  the  2 lit  Portuguese,  vigorously 
repulsed  the  enemy  on  the  left.  These  charges  of  infantry 
against  a  powerful  cavalry  which  had  room  to  expand, 
conld  only  check  the  foe  at  particular  points,  and  Montbran 
pressed  with  firesh  masses  against  tiie  left  of  the  allies, 
while  other  sqnadrons  penetrated  between  their  right  and 
the  village  of  Elbodon,  from  the  enclosures  and  ^^neyards 
of  which  Picton  was,  with  difficulty  and  some  confusion, 
extricating  his  regiments.  He  could  give  no  succour, 
the  brigade  of  the  fourth  division  was  not  in  sig^t,  the 
French  in&ntiy  was  rapdly  approaching,  and  Wellington 
therefore  directed  boih  Ficton  and  Colville  to  611  back  and 
urate  in  the  [)lain  behind. 

Colvillc,  funning  liis  battalions  in  two  B^uarcs,  descended 
at  once  from  the  hill,  but  Picton  had  a  considerable  dis- 
tance to  moye,  there  was  a  great  interval,  and  at  that 
moment,  the  cavalry,  fearing  to  be  sorroonded,  gal- 
loped for  refhge  to  the  -Portngaese  regiment,  which  was 
farthest  iu  retreat.  Then  the  5th  and  77th,  two  weak 
battalions  formed  in  one  square,  Wiic  quite  exposed,  and  in 
an  instant  the  whole  of  the  French  hoisexuen  came  thun- 
dering down  upon  them.  But  how  Tain,  how  fruitless,  to 
match  the  sword  with  the  musket,  to  send  the  charging 
hmseman  against  the  steadfiMit  Teteran!   The  mnltita- 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


1S4  GUIKALDQ,  SEPTBMBBKi  IBll.        [Book  yi, 

diiUHis  aqpudxmi,  rending  the  akies  niib  their  Bboati^ 
dosed  npon  the  glowing  squwee  like  the  fidling  edges  of  9k 

burning  crater,  and  were  as  instantly  rejected,  scorched  and 
scattered  alui  ;  then  ii  rnlHuir  peal  of  uaiskctrv  echoed 
through  the  hills,  bayoncu  ghttered  at  the  edge  oi  the 
smoke,  and  witli  Unn  and  evm  step  the  British  regiments 
eame  £>rth  like  the  holj  men  from  the  AssTnan's  fbniaee. 

Pioton  new  effected  his  junction  snd  the  whole  retired 
to  Ouinaldo,  about  six  miles.  The  French  would  not  renew 
the  close  attack,  yet  [ilicd  them  with  shot  and  shell  until 
the  entrenched  camp  was  gained  and  the  fourth  division 
presented  a  fresh  front ;  Pack  then  eame  in  from  GampiUo, 
the  heavy  caTaliy  from  the  Upper  Aiava^  and  as  it  was  near 
dusk  the  action  ceased.  The  74th  and  0(Hh  regiments^ 
posted  at  Pastores,  were  abandoned  by  this  retreat,  but 
they  crossed  tlie  Agueda  at  a  ford,  and  moving  up  the  right 
bank  reached  Goioaldo  ui  the  night  after  a  march  of 
fifteen  hours. 

Gtaham  had  early  ree^ved  orders  to  ^  back  on  the 
&st  division,  yet  to  keep  posts  of  ohsenwtion  on  the 
Asava;  Sanehes's  infimtry  went  behind  the  Coa,  the 

guerilla  chief  himself  passing  with  his  cavalry'  to  the  French 
rear ;  the  Feventli  division  was  withdrawn  behind  the  left 
wing,  which  was  now  in  line  with  the  oentre,  though  still 
distant  The  light  division  should  hnve  come  by  Bobleda 
to  Chunaldo,  Craviiiid  reeeived  the  order  at  three  o'dook, 
heard  the  cannonade,  and  might  have  reached  Gninaldo 
before  luiilniirht  ;  but  fearing  aiiiurcli  in  dai  knciss  he  merely 
retired  a  league  from  the  Vadillo,  which  was  immediately 
passed  by  fifteen  hundred  French;  Qoinaldo  was  thus 
maintained  by  only  fourteoi  thousand  men,  two  thou- 
sand six  hundred  being  cavaliy.  Graham  was  ten  miles 
distant ;  ihe  %ht  division,  debarred  of  a  direct  route  by 
tlie  ciiLmy,  was  si.xteen  niiks  distant  ,  the  fifth  division, 
posted  at  Payo  in  the  muuii tains,  was  twelve  miles  distant ; 
and  during  the  night  and  the  following  d^y,  Maimont 
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united  sixty  thousand  men  in  front  of  Guinaldo.  The 
Engliili  general  was  then  in  great  danger,  yet  he  would  not 
abandon  the  light  division,  which,  intercepted  by  the 
French  cavalry  at  JKobleda,  did  not  arrive  imtii  after  three 
o'clock  in  the  ercaupg.  Mannont's  fortune  wm  fixed  in 
that  hoDT  f  He  knew  not  how  matters  really  etood,  and 
Laving  detached  a  strong  cohmin  by  the  vaHey  of  the 
Avaza  to  menace  the  allies'  left,  made  an  ostentatious  dis- 
play of.  the  imperial  guards  in  the  plain,  instead  of  attack- 
ing an  adTeisary  who  langhed  to  see  him  se  employed,  and 
soon  changed  the  state  of  affidm 

In  the  night,  by  an  aUe  conoentric  moTement,  Wellington 
united  his  whole  army  on  new  p'ound  between  the  Cua 
and  the  huuiccs  of  the  Ai^ueda,  twelve  miles  behind  Gain- 
aide.  Marniont,  unconsciaus  of  his  advantages,  instead  of 
tioiibling  this  difficult  mownent  had  also  letired  in  the 
night,  and  was  maiohing  hack  when  the  scouts  of  his 
column  in  the  TaUey  of  Azava  reported  that  the  allies 
were  111  rcUcat,  and  their  divisions  widely  separated.  Then 
discovering  all  the  deceit  of  Guinaldo  and  the  escape  of 
the  li^t  division,  he  ]HropheticaUy  exclaimed,  alluding  to 
Napoleon's  fortune,  And  WMn^l&u^  he  oIm  koM  a  Mar. 
In  this  mood  he  would  hare  continued  his  retreat,  hut 
Doreenne  forced  lum  to  wheel  round  and  pursue :  Welling- 
ton wa.s  then  however  in  a  strong  position  l)ehind  the 
stream  of  the  Villa  Maior,  where  he  could  not  he  turned, 
and  where  it  covered  all  the  prafiticable  roads  leading  to 
the  bridges  and  lords  of  the  Ooa^ 

COMBAT  OF  ALBBA  DB  FONTS. 

The  French  moved  by  two  roads  against  the  right  and 
centre.  Checked  on  the  first  by  the  light  division,  on  the 
seoond  their  horsemen  drove  the  cavalry  posts  across  the 
Villa  Maior  and  took  possesnon  of  Aldea  de  Ponte,  where 

at  twelve  o'clock  the  bead  of  their  infantry  attacked  a 
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brigade  of  the  fourth  divifflon  posted  on  opposing  heights 

under  General  Packenham.    Wellinrrton.  airivin*;  at  that 

CD  ^ 

moment,  directed  a  chaise,  and  the  French  were  driven 
hack ;  tbej  attempted  to  turn  the  brigade  by  a  wood  on 
their  own  left,  while  their  cavalry  advanced  to  the  foot 
of  the  hiUs,  bat  the  artilleiy  sufficed  to  baffle  the  dSatt, 
and  then  the  English  general  taking  the  ofienmye  tnraed 
their  left,  and  seized  the  opposite  hills:  this  finished  the 
action  and  A  Idea  de  Ponte  was  rc-occupied.  Wellington, 
who  had  been  much  exposed  to  fire,  rode  to  another  part, 
yet  scarcely  had  he  departed  when  the  French  from  the 
other  load  joined  those  near  Aldea  de  Ponte,  and  at  five 
o'ehxsk  retook  the  village ;  Pakenham  recovered  it,  bat  the 
enemy  was  very  nnmerous,  the  country  rugged,  and  so 
wooded  he  could  ii>*t  tell  what  was  passing  on  the  flanks: 
wherefore,  knowing  the  chosen  ground  of  battle  was  behind 
the  Coa,  he  abandoned  Aldea  de  Ponte  for  his  original 
post. 

In  the  night  the  allies  retreated,  and  on  the  morning  of 

the  28th  occupied  a  new  and  strong  position  in  a  deep 
loop  of  the  Coa,  where  it  could  only  he  attacked  uii  a  narrow 
front,  and  the  French,-  who  had  brought  only  a  few  days 
provisions  and  coold  gather  none  in  that  coontrj,  retired  • 
the  same  day.  Dorsenne  marched  to  Salamanca^  a  strong 
division  was  posted  at  Alba  de  Tonnes  to  commonicate 
with  Marmont,  and  the  latter  resumed  his  old  position 
in  the  valley  of  the  Tagus.  The  light  division,  reinforced 
by  some  cavalry,  now  resumed  the  nominal  blockade  of 
Ciudad  Eodrigo  in  concert  with  Julian  Sanchez ;  the 
rest  of  the  army  was  cantoned  on  both  sides  of  the  Coa, 
and  head^qoarters  were  fixed  at  Freneda. 

Only  three  hundred  men  and  officers  fell  in  these  combats 
on  the  British  side.  The  French  lost  more,  because  of  the 
unreturned  fire  at  Elbodon,  and  here  a  fine  chivalric 
action  on  their  side  merits  notice.  In  one  of  the  cavalry 
fights,  an  officer  in  the  act  of  striking  at  Feiton  Harvey 
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of  the  14th  Dragoons,  perceived  that  he  had  but  one  arm 
arul  ^^  ith  a  rapid  change  brought  down  his  sword  to  a  salute 
and  parsed  on ! 

SURPRISE  OF  AROYO  DE  MOUNOS. 

While  llodrigo  was  being  blockaded,  General  Hill  co- 
operated  with  the  Spaniards  in  Estreraadura  against  General 
Drouet,  who  first  joined  Girard  but  after  various  move- 
ments xetomed  to  the  Morena,  leaving  his  ooUeagae  at 
Oacens  between  the  Tagns  and  the  Gnadiana*  From  that 
plaoe  HiH  drove  him  the  26th  of  October,  and  hoping  to 
cut  liiin  oflf  from  the  bridge  of  Merida,  moved  by  a  cross 
road  next  day.  On  the  march  he  heard  Girard  had  halted 
in  Aroyo  de  Molinos,  leaving  a  rear-guard  on  the  Gaceres 
road — ^thns  showing  he  knew  not  of  the  eross-road  move- 
ment and  looked  for  pnnmt  only  from  Gaceres.  With  a 
rapid  dedsion  and  a  forced  march  the  English  genml 
moved  in  the  night  upon  Alcuesca,  just  one  league  from 
Arojo^  which  was  in  a  plain,  and  close  behind  it  rose  a 
rocky  sierra,  crescent-shaped,  and  about  two  miles  wide  on 
tlie  chord.  From  Alcnesca  one  road  led  direct  to  Aioyoy 
another  entered  it  on  the  left,  and  three  led  from  it^  the 
most  distant  of  the  last  being  the  Truxillo  road,  which 
rounded  the  extremity  of  the  sierra ;  the  nearest  was  the 
Merida  road,  and  between  them  was  that  of  Medellin. 
The  weather  was  very  stormy  and  wet,  but  no  fires  were 
peimitted  in  the  allies'  camp,  and  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  281h  ^e  troops  moved  to  a  low  ridge  half 
a  mile  from  Aroyo,  under  cuvcr  of  which  they  formed  three 
bodies.  The  infantry  were  on  the  winirs,  the  cavalry  in  the 
centre  ;  the  left  column  marched  straight  upon  the  village, 
the  right  towards  the  extreme  point  of  the  siena^  where 
the  Trnzillo  road  turned  the  horn  of  the  crescent ;  the 
eavaliy  moved  in  the  centre. 

One  brigade  of  Girard's  division  had  marched  at  four 
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o'doek  by  the  road  of  Medellin.   Donlnioittki's  brigade 

and  the  cavalry  of  Briche  were  still  in  tLe  place,  and  the 
hoi'r^cn  of  tlair  rtar-giiard,  unbridled,  were  tied  to  tree^ ; 
the  iniantry  wore  gathering  on  the  Medellin  road  outside 
the  village,  and  Gimrd  was  in  a  house  waiting  for  his  honey 
when  two  British  offioen  galloped  into  the  street  and  in  an 
instant  all  was  oonfoaion.  The  eavaliy  bridled  their  hones 
and  the  infantry  run  to  their  alamv-posts,  but  a  tempest 
raged,  a  thick  mist  rolled  dowu  the  crairirv  mountain,  a 
terriiio  shout  was  heard  amidst  the  clatter  f  the  ei^ents» 
and  with  the  driving  storm  the  7l8t  and  ^2nd  re^ments 
came  chaxging  down.  The  Fzsnch  leaisgoaxd  of  hane]neii» 
though  fighting  and  struggling  hard,  weie  instftntlj  driven 
to  the  end  of  the  village,  "where  the  infantr}',  hastily  fonu- 
iiig  tlicir  ^*iuares,  endeavoured  to  cover  the  main  body  ui 
the  cavaliy ;  but  then  the  71st»  lining  the  garden- walls^ 
(^ened  a  galling  fire  on  the  nearest  aqnaie^  the  92nd,  filing 
oat  of  the  streets,  formed  upon  the  French  li^^t,  and  the 
5(Hh  regiment,  following  closely,  Beenred  the  fffisonefs. 

The  rest  of  the  coluuui,  headed  by  the  Spanish  cavahy, 
skirted  out-side  the  lioUi»e8  to  mieroept  the  line  of  retreat, 
and  soon  the  guns  opened  on  the  squares,  the  13th 
Piagoons  oaptnred  the  French  artilleiy,  the  9th  Dragoona 
and  German  Hnssan  dispersed  their  caTalxy^  Oiiard,  an 
intrepid  officer,  although  wounded  still  kept  his  in&ntry 
together,  retreating  by  the  Truxillo  road ;  but  the  right 
oolamn  of  the  allies  was  in  possession  of  that  line,  the 
cavalry  and  artillery  w&ee  close  npon  his  flank,  and  the 
left  cdnmn  followed  fiuit ;  his  men  fell  by  fifties  and  his 
situation  was  desperate,  yet  he  would  not  snrxender,  and 
giving  the  word  to  disperse  endeavoured  to  scale  the  almost 
inacces^ibk^  w^ks  of  the  sierra.  His  pursuers,  not  less 
obsUnate,  immediately  divided.  The  Spaniards  ascended 
the  hills  at  an  ea^iier  point  beyond  his  left ;  the  39th 
Regiment  and  Ashworth's  Fortngaese  turned  the  mountain 
1^  the  TkuxiUo  road  i  the  28th  and  34th,  led  by  Genesal 
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Howard,  fullowed  hiui  step  by  step  up  the  rocks,  and 
piisoQcrs  were  taken,  until  the  pursuers,  heavily  loaded, 
wore  beaten  in  speed  hj  men  who  had  thrown  away  ihiir 
anus  and  paeka.  Qiiaid,  Dombmaki,  aad  Bncho,  eaeaped 
into  the  Onadalape  noantaiiiB,  and  then  eranng  the 
Guadiana  at  Orellana,  on  the  9tb  of  November  rejoined 
Drouet  with  six  hundred  men,  the  remains  of  three  thou- 
sand :  they  were  said  to  be  the  finest  troops  then  in  ^^pai% 
and  their  raolntion  in  such  an  appalling  aitoation  waa  no 
mean  pioof  of  their  esoellenee. 

Thirteen  hnndied  priaonefs,  indnding  General  Bion  and 
the  Prince  of  Aremberg,  all  the  artillery,  baggage,  com- 
missariat, and  a  contribution  just  raised,  were  taken.  The 
allies  had  seventy  killed  and  wounded,  and  one  officer, 
Inentenanft  Strenowiti,  was  taken.  He  waa  diatingniahed 
ftxt  oonrage  and  aoeoeasAil  enterpiiaes,  bnt  he  vaa  an 
Anatiian  who  had  abandoned  the  Fieneh  to  join  Jnfian 
Sanchez,  and  \v;is  liable  to  death '  by  the  laws  of  wui . 
Originally  forced  into  the  Fitncii  service  he  was,  in  reality, 
no  deserter,  and  General  Hill  applied  frankly  in  hia  iavoor 
to  Dronet,  who  was  so  good-tempeied  that  while  amarti^g 
nnder  thia  diaaater  he  lekaaed  hia  pxiaener. 

Thlfl  ezplcHt  Bet  all  the  Freneh  oorpa  in  motion  to 
revenge  it ;  but  on  tliu  i^Sth  of  November  Hill  with  a 
forced  march  again  surprised  three  hundred  infantry  and 
aome  hnaaaia  nnder  Captain  Neveux  ;  he  however 'lost 
only  toky  men,  escaping  the  Britiah  cavahy,  said  hia 
gefterona  antagpnist,  by  the  intrepid  and  admiiaUe 
manner  in  which  he  retreated," 

DXFB50B  or  TABIFA. 

Sonit  had  longreaolvedto  take  the  maritime  townof  Tari£i» 
and  General  Campbell,  governor  ei  Qihmltar,  being  equally 
leeolnte  to  prevent  him,  threw  in  an  English  garrison, 

under  Colonel  Skerrett    TUe  defences  were  ancient,  the 
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plaoe  being  encifcled  with  towefs  connected  hj  an  archery 

■wall,  iiTc<jular,  without  a  ditch,  and  too  tliin  to  resist  even 
field  artiiiery.  It  was  commanded  also  by  heiglits  witliin 
cannon-shot,  but  the  English  engineer  ^mith*  adapted  the 
defence  to  the  pecnliarities  of  ground  so  skilfiiUy  as  to  fiz 
the  enem/g  attention  entirely  to  one  pointy  whidi  offered 
fadliiies  for  an  internal  renstonce,  to  begin  when  the  weak 
raiiiparts  should  be  l)roken. 

Tarifa  was  cloven  by  a  periodical  torrent,  entering  at 
the  east  and  passing  out  at  the  west.  It  was  barred  at 
the  entrance  by  a  tower  with  a  portcullis,  in  front  of  which 
paUisades  were  phmted  across  its  bed.  The  houses  within 
the  walls  were  strongly  built  on  inclined  planes  rising 
from  each  side  of  the  torrent,  and  at  the  exit  of  the  latter 
were  two  massive  stmctures,  the  tower  and  castle  of  the 
Gusmans,  both  looking  up  the  hollow  formed  by  the  in- 
clined planes.  From  these  structures,  a  sandy  neck,  pro- 
longed by  a  causeway  for  eight  hundred  yards^  joined  the 
town  to  an  island  whose  perpendicular  ddes  forbade  entranoe 
save  by  the  causeway,  at  the  island  end  of  which  was  an 
unfinK<]ied  entrenchment  and  battery. 

On  the  neck  of  land  were  sand  hills,  the  highest,  called 
the  Catalina,  being  scarped  and  crowned  with  a  field-work 
holding  a  twdve-ponnder.  This  hill  masked  tiie  causeway 
towards  the  enemy,  and  with  the  tower  of  the  Gkismans, 
whicH  was  armed  with  a  ship  eighteen-pounder,  flanked 
the  western  front  of  the  tower.  This  tower  gun  also  shot 
cieax  over  Tarifa  to  the  slope  where  the  French  batteries 
were  expected,  and  there  was  a  ship  of  the  line  a  frigate 
and  some  gun-boats  anchored  to  flank  the  approaches. 

Reverting  now  to  the  external  defence.  Smith  detened 
the  enemy  fix)m  attacking  the  western  front  by  the  flanking 
fire  of  a  fortified  convent  l>Lyond  the  wallii,  by  the  Catalina 
hill,  and  by  the  appearance  of  the  shipping  ;  but  he  deceit- 
folly  tempted  an  attack  on  the  eastern  front  and  by  the 

*  Now  Ueiit.*OeiHnl  Sir  C.  Ssdtli. 
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line  of  the  torrent,  whose  bed  rendered  the  inner  depth  of 
wall  irreater  tlian  the  outer,  and  where  he  loopLoied  the 
houses  behind,  opened  commanicatioDS  to  the  rear,  and 
banicaded  the  streets.  Hence  the  enemy,  after  foidng  the 
breach,  woold  have  been  confined  between  the  honses  on 
the  inclined  pUnes,  exposed  on  each  side  to  musketry  from 
loopholes  and  windowfii,  and  in  front  to  a  tii-e  from  the 
Gusmans,  which  looked  up  the  bed  of  the  torrent :  finally 
the  garrison  could  have  taken  refuge  in  that  cafitle  and 
tower,  which,  high  and  massive,  were  fitted  to  cover  the 
evacoation,  and  were  pxovided  with  ladders  for  the  troops 
to  descend  and  retreat  to  the  island  under  protection  of  the 
Catalina. 

There  was  no  want  of  guns.  Besides  those  of  the  Cata- 
lina, there  were  in  the  island  twelve  pieces,  comprising  four 
twenty^four-pounders  and  two  ten-inch  mortars;  in  the 
town  were  six  field-pieces^  and  four  cohoms  on  the  east 
front,  an  eighteen-ponnder  was  on  the  Gnsmans,  a 
howitzer  on  the  portcullis  tower,  and  two  lield-pieces  were 
in  reserve  for  sallies  :  yet  most  of  the  island  ordnance  was 
mounted  after  the  investment,  and  the  walls  and  towers  of 
the  town  were  too  weak  and  narrow  to  sustain  heavy  gons, 
hence  only  three  field-pieces  and  the  cohoms  did  in  &ct 
reply  to  the  enemy's  fire. 

The  garrison,  incltidinc^  six  hundred  Spanish  infantry 
and  one  hundred  horse  of  that  nation,  amounted  to  two 
thousand  five  hundred  men,  of  whom  soven  hundred  were 
in  the  island,  one  hundred  in  the  Catalina,  two  hundred  in 
the  convent,  and  fifteen  hundred  in  the  town. 

On  the  19th  of  December  General  Laval,  having  eight 
thousand  men,  drove  in  the  advanced  pc^ts,  bnt  was 
with  a  sharp  skirmish  designedly  led  towardis  the  eastern 
front. 

The  20th  the  place  was  invested,  and  the  21st  some 
French  troops  having  incantionsly  approached  the  western 
front,  Captain  Wren  of  the  eleventh,  snddenlj  descended 
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from  the  Ctttalina  and  f»nied  them  off.  In  ih«  night  the 
enemy  approached  close  to  the  walls  of  that  front,  but  in 
the  mominc;  Wren  again  fell  on  them,  iiud,  at  the  same 
time,  a  Bally  of  discovery  was  made  from  the  convent,  and 
M>  TigoronsLj  that  Lieutenant  Wektead  of  the  eighty- 
fleeond,  enteibg  one  of  the  enemy's  eampB  captnied  a 
field-piece ;  he  was  nnahle  to  bring  it  off  in  &oe  of  the 
French  reserves,  yet  the  latter  were  drawn  by  the  skimush 
under  the  lire  of  the  ships,  of  the  island,  and  of  the  town, 
whereby  they  suffered  severely  and  with  diihculty  recovered 
the  captured  piece. 

In  tiie  night  of  the  2Snd  the  antioipations  of  the  British 
engineer  were  realized.  The  enemy  broke  ground  five 
hundred  yards  from  the  eastern  front,  and  worked  assi- 
duously until  the  26th  under  a  deBtnictive  fire,  replying 
principally  with  wall-pieces,  which  would  have  done  much 
mischief  if  the  garrison  had  not  been  copiously  supplied 
with'sand-bsgs. 

On  the  SSrd  the  ships  were  driTOn  off  in  a  gale  ;  on  the 
29th  the  French  guns  opened  against  the  town,  their 
howitzers  a^rainst  the  island,  and  the  piece  at  the  Gnsmans 
was  dismounted  yet  quickly  re-established  ;  but  the  ram- 
parts came  down  by  flakes,  and  in  a  few  hours  opened  a 
wide  breach  a  little  to  the  English  right  of  the  portimllis 
tower,  fikeivett  then  proposed  to  aband<m  the  place,  and 
though  strenuously  opposed  by  Major  King  and  the  en- 
gineer Smith  he  would  have  done  so,  if  General  Campbell, 
hearing  of  this  intentioni  had  not  called  away  the  trans- 
ports. 

Tari&  was  indeed  open  to  assault  and  escalade ;  but 
behind  the  breach  the  depth  to  the  street  was  fourteen 

feet,  and  Smith  ooTered  the  ground  below  with  iron 
^tincTs,  having  every  second  bar  IuiiuhI  up;  the  houses 
were  also  prepared  and  garrisoned,  and  tiic  troops  well  dis- 
posed on  the  ramparts,  each  rc(:nment  hanng  its  own 
quarter.   The  breach  was  held  by  the  eighty^serenth 
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under  Colonel  Uough.*  On  his  left  ^Ye^e  some  riflcmoa; 
oa  his  right  some  Spaniank  should  have  been,  yet  were 
not^  and  two  companies  of  the  47th  took  their  place. 

In  the  night  of  the  89th  the  enemy  fired  bsItob  of  grape, 
bat  the  besieged  cleared  tiie  foot  of  the  breach  betireen  tiie 

discharges. 

The  30th  the  breaching  fire  was  renewed,  and  the  wall, 
broken  for  tdxtj  feet,  otiercd  an  easy  ascent,  yet  the  be- 
sieged  again  removed  the  rubbish,  and  in  the  nig^t  were 
augmenting  the  defences,  when,  flooded  by  rain,  the  torrent 
bronght  down  horn  the  French  camp  a  mass  of  phinks, 
fascines,  gabions,  and  dead  bodies,  which  broke  the  pali- 
sadeB,  bent  the  portcullis  back,  and  with  the  burge  of 
waters  injured  the  defences  behind:  a  new  passage  was 
thos  opened  in  the  wall,  yet  the  damage  was  repaired 
befiire  morning,  and  the  imps  confidently  awaited  the 
assault 

In  the  night  the  torrent  subsided  as  quickly  as  it  had 
risen,  and  at  dayliirht  a  li%ang  streain  of  French  grenadiers 
glided  swiftly  down  its  bed,  and,  as  if  assured  of  victory, 
arrived  without  shout  or  tumult  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
Walls ;  but  then,  instead  of  quitting  the  hollow  to  reach 
the  breach,  they  dashed  like  the  toirent  of  the  night 
against  the  portcullis.  The  87th,  previously  silent  and 
obsorrant  as  if  at  a  spectacle,  now  arose  and  with  a  shout 
and  a  crashing  volley  smote  the  head  of  the  French  column ; 
the  leading  officer,  covered  with  wounds  and  falling  against 
the  portcullis  grate  gave  up  his  sword  through  the  bars  to 
Colonel  Gough  ;  the  French  drummer,  a  gallant  boy,  while 
beating  the  charge  dropped  lifeless  by  his  officer's  side, 
and  the  dead  and  wounded  filled  the  hollow.  The  sur- 
vivors breaking  out  right  and  left,  spread  jdong  the  slopes 
of  ground  under  the  ramparts  to  open  an  irregular  mus- 
ketiy,  and  at  the  same  time  men  from  the  trenches  leaped 
into  pits  digged  in  firontand  shot  fiist  i  but  no  divenion  at 

*  Now  Lord  Gough. 
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other  points  was  made  a&d  the  stonniiig  Golanm  was  dread- 
fully shattered.  The  ramparts  streamed  fire,  and  a  field- 
piece  sent  a  tempest  of  grape  wliidtling  through  the  French 
ranks  in  such  a  dreadful  manner  that,  unahle  to  endure  the 
torment,  they  plunged  once  more  into  the  hollow  and  re- 
gained their  camp,  while  a  shont  of  victory  mingled  with 
tiie  sound  of  musical  instruments  passed  round  the  waU  of 
the  town. 

The  allies  lost  five  officers  and  thirty-one  men  ;  the 
French  dead  covered  the  bluj)ei>  in  front  of  tlie  rampart, 
and  choked  the  bed  of  the  river :  ten  wounded  officers,  of 
whom  only  one  sunriyed,  were  brought  in  by  the  breach^ 
and  Skenetty  compassionating  the  sufferings  of  the  others, 
and  admiring  thdr  brayery,  permitted  Laval  to  fetch  them 
off.  The  siege  was  then  suspended,  for  the  rain  jiartially 
ruined  the  French  Latteries,  intemij)ted  their  cummiinica- 
tions  and  stopped  their  supplies,  and  the  torrent,  again 
swelling,  broke  the  stockades  of  the  allies  and  injured  their 
retrenchments :  some  vessels  also,  coming  ftom  Gibraltar 
with  ammunition,  were  wrecked  on  the  coast  Nevertheless 
a  fresh  assault  ^\ expected  until  the  night  of  the  4th, 
when  fri'iiunt  tiring  in  the  French  camp  without  any 
bullets  reaching  the  town,  indicated  that  the  enemy  were 
destroying  guns  previous  to  retreating.  Hence,  at  daylight 
the  besieged,  issuing  fix>m  the  convent,  conunenced  a  skir* 
mish  with  the  rear-guord,  but  were  impeded  by  a  heavy 

storm,  and  returned  after  making  a  few  prisonci*s.  Laval's 
misfortunes  did  not  end  there.  His  troops  had  contracted 
sickness,  many  deserted,  and  it  was  computed  the  expedi- 
tion cost  him  a  thousand  men ;  while  the  allies  lost  only 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  but  one  officer,  Longley  of  the 
engineers,  was  killed. 

Such  is  the  simple  tale  of  Tarifa,  yet  the  true  history  of 
its  defence  cannot  there  be  found.  Colonel  ^SkcTrett  ob- 
tained the  credit  yet  he  and  Lord  Proby,  second  m  com- 
mand always  wished  to  abandon  both  town  and  island.  It 
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ym  the  engineer  Smith's  Tigpnr  and  capacity  wMch  OTer- 
matched  the  enemy's  strcngtli  without,  and  the  weakness 
of  those  commanders  within,  repressing  despondency  where 
he  failed  to  excite  couiidence.  Next  in  jiicrit  was  tlie 
artillery  captain,  Mitchel,  a  noble  soldier  who  has  since 
perished  in  the  Syiian  campaign  against  Ibrahim  Pasha: 
his  talent  and  eneigy  at  Taiifa  wete  oonspicoons*  . 

El^QLISU  SIEGE  OF  CIUDAD  RODBIQO. 

Lurd  Welliu<it'>ii,  unable  to  maintain  the  blockade  of 
Kodrigo>  had  withdrawn  behind  the  Coa  in  November  and 
widely  spread  his  army  for  provisions;  but  the  year  1812 
opened  &YOuiably  for  his  views.  Napoleon,  then  preparing 
foT  his  gigantic  invasion  of  Russia,  had  recalled  from  Spain 
many  old  officers  and  sixty  thousand  of.  the  best  soldiers, 
including  all  the  Imperial  Guards.  The  Army  of  tfw 
North  y  thus  reduced,  was  ordered  to  c^uarter  about  Burgos ; 
the  Army  of  FoHuqal,  leaving  troops  to  guard  Almaras^ 
moved  across  the  Qredos  mountains  into  the  Salamanca 
country.  It  had  been  reinforced  with  eighteen  thousand 
men,  but  was  spread  for  subsistence  &om  Salamanca  to  the 
Asturias  on  one  side,  and  to  the  valley  of  the  Tagus  and 
Toledo  on  the  other :  Montbrun  also  had  been  detached 
from  it  to  Valencia.  The  Army  of  the  Cenii/n  was  in  a 
state  -of  great  disorder,  and  the  Idng  and  Maimont  were  at 
open  discord.  In  this  state  of  affidrs,  seeing  that  Ciudad 
Bodrigo  was  weakly  guarded,  that  Marmont,  deceived  by 
previous  combination,  had  no  suspicion  of  a  siege,  that 
Soult's  attention  was  lixed  un  Tarifa  ;  seeing  in  fine  that 
opportunity  waB  ripe,  Lord  Wellington  leaped  with  both 
feet  on  Ciudad  Bodrigo. 

Thirty-five  thousand  men,  cavalry  included,  were  dis* 
posable  for  this  siege,  the  materials  for  which  were  placed 
in  villages  on  the  left  of  the  Azava  river,  the  ammunition 
in  Almeiddy  where  seventy  pieces  of  ordnance  had  been 
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secretly  coUeeied.  Hired  carts  and  moles  were  employed 
ta  bring  np  the  storeB,  bat  £or  the  gnus  ihe  means  of 
teansport  wen  so  scanty  that  only  thirty-eight  could  be 
biooght  to  the  trenches.   A  bridge  was  laid  down  on  the 

Afi^ieda,  six  miles  below  tlie  fortress,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
and  the  investment  was  desired  for  the  6th,  but  as  the 
native  carters  took  two  days  to  make  ten  miles  of  good  road 
with  empty  carts,  it  could  not  be  made  before  the  8th : 
to  find  firalt  with  them  was  dai|geroiiS|  as  they  deserted  on 
the  slightest  offence. 

Rodrigo  was  on  high  ground  overhanging  the  right  bank 
of  the  Agueda.  An  old  rampart  thirty  feet  high,  nearly 
circular  and  flanked  with  a  few  projections,  formed  the 
body  of  the  phice ;  a  second  wall,  called  a  Fauste-hraye, 
with  ditch  and  coTered  way,  enclosed  this  lampart,  yet  was 
placed  so  low  on  the  descending  side  of  the  place  as  to  gi^e 
it  little  cover. 

Beyond  tlie  walls,  ou  the  side  farthest  from  tlie  river,  the 
suburb  oi  i^'raucisco  was  intrenched,  and  within  it  two  lai^e 
oonyents  were  fortified ;  the  convent  of  Santa  Gnis  on  the 
opposite  side,  near  the  river,  was  fortified  as  another  oat- 
work  ;  and  neariy  between  those  points  was  an  isolated  ridge' 
called  the  Little  Teson,  of  less  elevation  than  the  plac<) 
but  only  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  distant. 

Behind  the  Little  Teson  and  parallel  to  it  was  another 
ridge  called  tlie  Greieit  Teson,  which  at  six  handred  yards 
OT^ooked  the  leeser  one,  and  saw  oyer  it  to  the  bottom 
of  the  ditch. 

In  the  centre  of  the  large  Teson,  on  the  edge  towards 
the  town,  was  an  enclosed  and  palisadoed  redoubt  called 
Francisco,  which  was  supported  by  the  fire  of  two  guns  and 
a  howitzer,  placed  on  the  flat  roof  of  a  convent  in  the 
£»rtified  saborh.  An  old  castle,  forming  part  of  the  walls, 
gave  access  to  the  bridge  at  pistol-shot  distance  bat  was  of 
little  value  in  defence. 

On  the  side  of  the  Tcaons  the  ground  was  rocky,  the 
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ikoat  of  tlie  place  better  covered  with  outworks,  and  more 
fire  could  be  directed  on  the  trenches;  yet  that  line  of 
attftok  was  adopted  mih  leaaon ;  because  elsewheFe  the 

batteries  must  have  been  constructed  on  the  edge  of  tlio 
counterscarp  to  see  low  m  iiliIi  for  Lreachinj^,  Avhereas  the 
let>scr  Teson  would  enable  them  to  strike  over  the  glacis, 
and  a  deep  gully  near  the  latter  offered  cover  fijr  the  miner. 
It  was  therefore  resolved  to  storm  Fort  Francisco,  fonn  a 
lodgement  there,  open  the  first  paralld  along  the  greater 
Teson,  place  thirty-three  pieces  in  counter-batteries,  ruin 
the  defences,  and  drive  the  besieired  from  the  convent  of 
Francisco.    Then,  working  forwaid  by  the  sap,  to  raise 
breaching-batteries  on  the  lesser  Teson  and  blow  in  the 
connteracarp,  while  seyen  gans  demolished  a  weak  turet 
on  the  left,  and  opened  a  second  breaeh  to  turn  retrench- 
ments behind  the  prineipal  one.     Previous  to  breaking 
o round  Carlos  d'Espana  and  Julian  Saneliez  were  pushed 
to  the  Tonnes,  and  then  four  British  divisions  and  Pack's 
Portuguese  commenced  the  siege  ;  but  as  neither  fuel  nor 
cover  were  to  be  had  on  that  side  of  the  Agueda^  the  tvoopa 
kept  their  quarters  on  the  hither  hank,  cooking  their  pro- 
visions there  and  fordinc;  the  river  eaeh  day  in  severe  frost 
and  snow.    Eir^ht  hundred  carts  drawn  by  horses  had  been 
constructed  by  the  artihceis,  and  were  now  the  surest  means 
for  bringing  up  ammunition ;  but  so  many  delays  wexe  an- 
ttdpated  from  the  irregularity  of  the  native  carters  and 
muleteers  and  the  chances  of  weather,  that  Wellington 
calculated  upon  an  operutiou  of  twenty-four  days.  He 
hoj>ed  lu  hteal  that  time  from  his  adversaries,  yet  kncvv,  if 
he  fiailed,  the  olafih  of  arms  would  draw  their  scattered 
troopB  to  this  quarter  as  tinkling  bells  draw  swarming 
bees :  and  to  make  them  thus  gather  and  consume  their 
magazines  was  an  essential  part  of  his  warfare. 

On  the  8th  of  January  the  li^rht  divi.-jion  and  Tack'^ 
Portufniese  forded  the  Atrueda,  three  miles  above  the 
fortress,  and  took  post  beyond  the  great  Teson,  where  they 
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remained  quiet,  and  as  there  was  no  r^olar  investment 
the  enemy  ilid  not  think  the  siege  was  commenced.  But 
in  the  evening  the  troops  stood  to  tlicir  arms,  and  Colonel 
Golbome,  now  commanding  tlie  52\\d,  taking  two  com- 
panies from  each  regiment  of  the  light  division  stormed  the 
ledonbt  of  Francisco.  This  he  did  with  so  mach  fniy, 
that  the  assailants  appeared  to  he  at  one  and  the  same  time 
in  tlie  ditch,  mountinc^  the  parapets,  fightin^r  on  the  top  of 
the  rampart,  and  forcing  the  Lronxe  of  the  redouht,  where 
the  explosion  of  a  French  shell  had  burst  the  gate  open. 
Of  the  defenders,  a  few  were  killed  and  forty  made 
prisoners.  The  post  bdng  thus  taken  with  a  loss  of  only 
twenty-four  men  and  officers,  a  lodgement  was  begun  on 
the  right,  because  the  fort  was  instantly  covered  with  shot 
and  shells  from  the  town.  This  tempest  continued  through 
the  night,  yet  at  daybreak  the  parallel,  six  hundred  yards 
in  length,  was  snnk  three  feet  deep,  four  wide,  and  a  com- 
mnnication  over  the  Teson  was  completed :  thus  the  siege 
gained  several  days  by  this  w^-mansged  assanH. 

On  tlic  9tli  the  first  division  took  tlie  trendies,  and  the 
j)la€e  was  cneireled  by  posts  to  prevent  any  external  com- 
munication. In  the  night  twelve  hundred  workmen  com- 
menced three  connter-batteries  for  eleven  gnns  each,  under 
a  heavy  fire  of  shells  and  grape;  before  daylight  the 
labourers  obtained  cover,  and  a  ditch  was  snnk  in  front 
to  provide  earth  for  the  batteries,  wLich  were  made  cidvteen 
feet  thick  at  top  to  resist  the  powerful  artillery  of  the  [>lace. 

On  the  10th  the  fourth  division  relieved  the  trenches, 
and  a  thousand  men  laboured,  yet  in  great  peril,  for  the 
besieged  had  a  snperabnndance  of  ammnnition  and  did  not 
spare  ii  In  the  night  a  commonioalion  from  the  paraOel 
to  the  batteries  was  opened,  and  on  the  11th  tiie  tloid 
division  nndertook  the  sieore. 

This  day  the  magazines  in  the  batteries  were  excavated, 
and  the  approaches  widened;  but  the  enemy's  fire  was 
destrodive,  and  shells  fell  so  on  the  ditch  in  front  of  the 
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Ijftitoriefl  that  the  troops  were  withdrawn  and  earth  nused 

from  the  inside.  G  rent  JLimaire  Avas  also  sustained  i'rom  salvos 
of  shells  with  long  fuzes,  whose  himuitaneous  explosion  cut 
away  tlie  parapets  in  a  strange  manner,  and  in  the  night 
a  howitzer  from  the  garden  of  the  Fiandsco  oonyent  killed 
many  men. 

On  the  12th  the  light  diyiaion  resmned  woric,  and  the 

riflemen  dining  a  thick  fog  digged  pits  for  themselves  in 
front  of  the  trenches,  from  whence  they  picked  oflf  the 
enemy's  gunners ;  yet  th^  weather  was  so  cold  and  the 
besieged  shot  so  biisklj  little  progress  was  made.  The  ISth, 
the  same  causes  impeded  the  laboiuem  of  the  first  division. 
The  scarcity  of  transport  also  baulked  the  operations  ;  one 
third  only  of  the  native  carts  arrived,  the  drivers  were  very 
indolent,  most  of  the  twenty-four  pound  ammunition  was  still 
at  Villa  de  Ponte,  and  inteUigence  airived  that  Mannont 
was  prepaiing  to  sneoonr  the  place.  Wellington,  ihns 
pressed,  decided  to  open  a  breach  with  his  connter-batteries, 
which  were  only  six  hundred  yards  from  the  curtain,  and 
then  storm  without  blowing  in  the  counterscarp  :  in  other 
words,  overstep  the  rules  of  science  and  sacrihce  life  rather 
than  time,  for  the  capricious  Agueda  might  in  one  night 
flood  and  enahle  a  small  French  force  to  relieve  tiie  place. 

The  whole  army  was  now  brought  np  and  posted  in  vil- 
lages on  the  Coa,  ready  to  cross  the  Agueda  and  give  battle. 
Hill  also  sent  a  division  across  the  Tagus,  lest  Marrnunt, 
despairing  to  save  Kodrigo,  should  fall  on  the  oommunica- 
tions  by  Castello  Branco  and  Vilha  Velha. 

In  the  night  of  the  Idth  the  batteries  wera  armed  with 
twenty-eight  guns,  the  approaches  were  continned  by  the 
flying  sap,  and  the  Santa  Cruz  convent  was  surprised  by 
the  Germans  of  the  first  division^  which  secured  the  right 
flank  of  the  trenches. 

On  the  14th  the  enemy,  who  had  observed  that  the  men 
in  the  troches  when  relieved  went  off  in  a  disorderly 
manner,  made  a  sally  and  overtanied  the  gabions  of  the 
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flap:  iliej  eren  penetniled  to  the  panDel,  Mid  were 

upon  the  point  of  entcrini;  the  batteries,  when  a  few 
workmen  getting  togitlRT  checked  them  until  a  supjxtrt 
arrived.  The  guns  were  thus  saved,  but  this  sally,  the 
death  of  tiie  engiiieer  on  duty,  and  the  heavy  fire  from  the 
town,  delayed  the  opening  of  the  bieadung-battenea. 
However  at  half-past  four  in  the  evening,  twenty-five  heavy 
pmn  battered  the  faussc  bniye  and  ramparts,  wlnle  t\v.) 
pieces  smote  the  convent  of  Francisco.  Then  was  belicld 
a  spectacle  fearful  and  eablimc^  For  rbe  French  replied 
wilh  mofe  than  fifty  pieces,  mi  the  bellowing  of  eighty 
large  guns  flhodc  tiie  ground  far  and  wide;  the  smoke 
rested  in  heavy  volumes  upon  the  battlements  of  the  place 
or  curk'd  in  hght  wreaths  about  the  numerous  spires,  and 
the  shells  hiissiug  through  the  air  seemed  fiery  serpents 
leapinp^  from  the  darkness ;  ^e  walls  crashed  to  the  stroke 
of  the  ballet)  and  the  distant  mountains,  fiEuntly  returning 
the  sonnd,  appeared  to  moan  over  the  iaUing  eity.  When 
night  put  an  end  to  ^is  turmoil,  the  quick  clatter  of  mus- 
ketry Vi  ixs  heard  like  the  pattering  of  hail  after  a  peal  of 
thunder,  for  the  40th  regiment  assaulted  and  carried  the 
convent  of  Francisoo,  and  established  itself  in  the  suburb 
on  the  left  o£  the  attadc. 

Next  day  the  runparts  were  again  battered  and  leO  so 
fast  it  was  judged  expedient  to  commence  tlie  small  breach, 
wherefore  in  the  ni^j-lit  five  more  guns  were  mounted.  The 
1  nth  at  daylight  the  batteries  recommenced,  but  at  eight 
o  clock  a  thick  fog  comp^ed  them  to  desist ;  neverthden 
the  small  bieaoh  was  open  and  the  ^ace  was  Bummonedt 
yet  without  effect  At  night  the  pandlid  on  ^e  Lower 
Teson  was  extended,  a  .-harp  musketry  was  directed  ;ii:;niist 
the  gn»at  breach,  and  the  rilkmen  of  the  light  division, 
from  their  pits,  picked  off  the  enemy's  gunners. 

The  17tb  the  fire  on  both  sides  wsa  heavy  and  the  wall 
WIS  beaten  down  in  huge  cantles ;  bnt  sevml  of  the  be- 
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gibers'  guns  were  dismounted,  their  Ijatteiies  mjurod,  manj 
men  killed,  the  <r<-!Hml  of  artilleTy  wounded,  and  the  sap 
entiiely  ruined.  Tlie  nflemen  in  tiie  pits  were  overpowered 
witii  giape,  yet  tovards  oTening  recovered  the  upper  hand ; 
ihe  Freneh  eonM  tbon  only  fire  from  ^stant  embfatnres, 
and  in  the  mght  a  new  battery  afrainst  the  lesser  breach 
was  armed,  and  that  on  the  Lower  Teson  raised  to  afford 
more  cover. 

On  the  18th  the  beeiegeiB'  fire  being  resumed  with  great 
violence  a  tniret  was  ahaken  at  the  gmall  breach,  and  the 
large  breach  became  piacticahle  in  the  middle ;  the  enemy 

coramenced  retrenching  it  uud  the  sap  made  no  progress, 
the  engineer  was  badly  wounded,  and  a  twenty-four  pounder, 
bursting,  killed  several  men.  In  the  night  the  battery  on 
the  Lower  Teion  was  improved,  and  a  field-pieoe  and 
howiftMr  from  tiienoe  played  on  the  great  brMMsh  to  destroy 
the  retrenehments. 

On  the  19th  ))oth  breaches  became  practicablcj  the 
assault  \s'd6  ordered,  the  hattcring-gaus  \v(  re  tunied  against 
the  artillery  of  the  ramparts,  and  the  order  ot  attack  ter- 
minated with  these  lenarkable  words,  Ciudad  Rodrigc 
fMMl  i»  9krmei  Iftw  eMmng/* — "  W€  wiU  do  was  ^ 
soldiers'  comment 

For  the  .stonu  tlie  third  ;Lnd  liirht  divisions  and  Pack's 
P(fftuguese  were  organized  m  fi>nr  part?. 

W  Bight  atUiok.  On  the  extreme  right,  troops  posted 
in  some  houses  beyond  the  bridge  were  to  cross  the  river 
and  escalade  aa  oirtwork  in  front  of  the  casUe,  where  there 
was  no  ditch  bnt  where  two  guns  commanded  the  jnndion 
of  the  countersciirp.  On  their  left,  two  regiments,  assem- 
bled behind  the  convent  of  Santa  Crus  wjth  a  third  in 
reserve,  were  to  eaiei  the  ditch  at  the  extremity  of  the 
conntencarp,  esoahide  the  fiMisse-biaje,  aad  scoor  it  on 
their  left  as  &r  as  the  great  bieadL 

2**.  Ordai  breach.   One  hundred  and  eighty  men  cany- 
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ing  Lay-bags  were  to  move  out  of  the  second  parallel,  fol- 
lowed by  a  storming  party,  and  supported  by  Maokinnon's 
brigade  of  the  third  divisioiL 

3**.  aitaek.  The  light  diTidon*  anembled  behind 
the  convent  of  Fnuudaco,  was  to  send  three  rifle  oompanies 
to  scour  the  faussc-bniye  on  the  riirht.  At  the  same  time 
a  storming  pnrty,  preceded  by  men  carrying  liay-sacks  and 
followed  by  the  division,  wms  to  aasanlt  the  small  breach, 
detaching  men,  when  the  firaase-faraye  should  be  passed^  to 
their  right  to  asast  the  main  aasanlt^  to  the  left  to  fi>roe  a 
passage  at  the  Salamanea  gate. 

4**.  Fake  attcLck.  TIds  was  an  escalade  to  be  attempted 
by  Pack's  Portuguese  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  town. 

The  riicht  attack  was  conducted  by  Colonel  O'Toole. 
Five  hundred  volunteeis  under  Major  Mannera,  irith  a 
forlorn  hope  under  Lieut  Mackie,  composed  the  storming 
party  of  the  third  division.  Three  hundred  volunteers  led 
by  ^[ajor  George  Napier,*  with  a  forlorn  hope  under  Lieu- 
tenant Gurwood,  composed  the  storming  party  of  the  light 
division. 

The  deserten,  of  which  there  were  many,  had  told  the 
governor  the  light  division  had  come  out  ci(  its  turn,  and 

it  must  be  to  storm,  yet  he  took  little  heed,  and  all  the 
troops  reached  their  posts  without  scemin<r  to  attract  atten- 
tion ;  but  before  the  signal  was  (/wen.  imd  while  Wellington, 
who  in  person  had  pointed  out  the  lesser  breach  to  Major 
Napier,  was  still  on  the  gn^md,  the  attack  at  the  right 
commenced  and  was  instantly  taken  up  along  the  whole 
line.  The  space  between  the  trenches  and  the  ditch  was 
then  suddenly  covered  with  suldiers  and  ravaged  by  a  tem- 
pest of  grape  from  the  ramparts  ;  for  though  the  storming 
parties  in  the  centre  jumped  out  of  the  parallel  when  the 
first  shout  arose,  so  rapid  were  the  troops  on  their  right, 
that  before  they  could  reach  the  ditch,  Bidge,  Bunkin,  and 

*  Lieut. -Geiu  Sir  G.  Napier. 
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Campbell,  with  the  5th,  77th»  and  94tli  regimenta  had 
already  scoured  the  fausse-braye,  and  pushed  up  the  gnat 
bleach  anudat  hnxBtiiig  ahelb  the  whutling  of  grape  and 
muflketiy  and  the  ahrill  crieB  of  the  Frenoh,  who  were 
driven  figlnin^  behind  the  inner  retrenchments.  There 
they  rallied  and,  aided  by  musketr}'  from  the  houses,  made 
hard  battle  for  their  post ;  none  would  go  back  on  either 
side ;  jet  the  British  could  not  get  forward,  and  the  bodies 
of  men  and  officers,  filing  in  heaps,  choked  up  tiie  pas- 
sage, whidi  ham  ndnnte  to  minate  was  raked  with  grape 
by  two  guns  flanking  the  breach  at  the  distance  of  a  few 
yards  ;  yet  striving  and  tiumplins:  alike  upon  dead  and 
wounded  these  brave  men  maintained  the  combat. 

Meanwhile  the  stormeis  of  the  light  division,  who  had 
three  hundred  yards  of  groond  to  dear,  wodd  not  wait  for 
the  bay-bag^)  and  with  eztraordinaiy  swifbiess  running  to 
the  crest  of  the  glads  jnmped  down  the  scarp,  a  depth  of 
eleven  feet,  and  rushed  up  the  fausse-braye  under  a 
bmaoliing  diM-harge  of  grape  and  musketry.  The  ditch 
was  dark  and  intricate,  and  the  forlorn  hope  inclined  to  the 
left  while  the  stonners  went  straight  to  Uie  breach,  which 
was  so  narrow  at  top  that  a  gun  placed  across  nearly 
baived  the  opening ;  then  the  forkm  hope  rejoined,  and  the 
whole  rushed  up,  yet  the  head  was  forcibly  contracted  as 
the  ascent  narrowed  and  staggered  under  the  fire.  With 
the  instinct  of  self-preservation  the  men  snapped  their 
niuskets  though  they  had  not  been  allowed  to  load,  and 
Ni^ier,  hiAim  shattered  by  a  grape-shot,  went  down,  bnt, 
in  fidling  called  alond  to  use  the  bayonet,  while  the  nn- 
wounded  officers  instantly  and  simultaneously  sprung  to 
the  front :  the  iui]julse  of  victory  was  thus  given  and  with 
a  furiouri  riliuut  the  breach  was  carried.  The  supporting 
raiments,  coming  up  abreast,  then  gained  the  rampart,  the 
62nd  wheded  to  the  leR,  the  4did  to  the  right,  and  the 
place  was  w<m.  During  this  contest,  which  lasted  abont 
ten  minutes,  the  fi|^ting  at  tiie  great  breadi  was  unabated ; 
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bat  when  the  stormera  and  the  43rd  poured  along  the 
impart  towaids  that  quMrter  the  Fiench  warned,  three 
of  their  ezpenae  ]iiagiiine0  exploded,  and  the  tfaiid  diTiaon 
with  a  migfhtj  effort  broke  thtoogh  the  retren^raaents.  The 

garrison  fouj^ht  awhile  in  the  streots  indeed,  but  iiaall}  lied 
to  the  castlo,  whcro  tiiu  u"<ivenior  surrendered. 

Now  plunging  into  the  town  from  all  quarters  and 
throwing  off  all  discipline  the  troope  committed  frightful 
exoeaaee ;  bouses  were  soon  in  flames,  the  soldiers  menaced 
their  offioers  and  riiot  each  otiier,  intozioation  increased 
the  tumult  to  absolute  niadne^,  and  a  fire  beincr  wiUuUy 
lighted  in  the  middle  uf  the  great  magazine,  the  town 
would  have  been  blown  to  atoms  but  for  the  enorgetic 
oodness  of  some  offioera  and  a  few  soldieis  who  still  pre- 
serred  their  senses.  To  excuse  these  eioenes  it  was  said, 
"  the  soldiers  were  not  to  be  controlled."  Colonel  M'^Leod 
of  the  4.*jrd,  a  young  man  of  a  noble  and  enersretic  spirit, 
proved  the  contrary.  He  placed  guards  at  the  breach 
and  constrained  his  men  t<»  keep  ^eir  ranks  for  a  long 
time;  bat  as  no  oiganixed  eflforts  were  made  by  higher 
authorities  and  the  example  was  not  followed,  the  regiment 
dissolved  by  decrees  in  the  general  disorder. 

Three  hundred  French  fell,  fiftf  iii  Inunln  1  wi  re  made 
prim>ners,  and  immense  sti>res  oi  ammunition  with  a  hun- 
dred and  finy  pieces  of  artillery,  induding  tlie  battering- 
tiain  of  Mannont's  army,  were  captured.  The  less  of  the 
allies  was  twelve  hnndred  ftddien  and  ninety  officers,  of 
which  six  hundred  and  fiftv  men  and  sixtv  others  had  been 
slain  or  hurt  at  the  breaches.  General  Craufurd  and 
General  Mackinnon,  the  former  a  person  of  great  abihty, 
were  killed,  and  with  them  died  many  gallant  men  ;  amongst 
Others  a  captain  of  the  45tii,  of  whom  it  has  been  felid* 
tonsly  said,  that  "three  genefals  and  seventy  ether  oflioeia 
had  ftdlcn,  yet  the  soldiers  fresh  fn»m  tlie  strife  only  liilked 
of  Hardyman."  (Teneral  Vandaleur,  conimandins;  the  li^ht 
division  after  Orauiurd  fail,  was  badly  wounded ;  so  was 
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Colonel  Colbome,  and  a  crowd  of  inferior  rank,  and  un- 
liappily  the  slaughter  did  not  end  witk  the  stona ;  for  as 
the  priBonm  a&d  their  escort  ireie  maichiiig  out  hj  the 
breach^  aa  aoddeDtal  exploBioii  killed  namben  of  bolk 

This  siege  lasted  only  twelve  days,  half  the  time  origi- 
nally calculated,  yet  from  the  inexperience  of  enpnecrs 
and  soldiers,  and  the  extraordinarily  heavy  lire  of  the  place, 
the  works  were  rather  slowly  executed.  The  cold  also  im- 
peded the  laboureis,  yet  wiUi  less  severe  frost  the  trenches 
would  have  been  overflowed,  because  in  open  weather  the 
water  rises  everywhere  to  within  six  inches  of  the  surf;ic<.'. 
The  Greatest  impediment  was  the  badness  of  the  cutting- 
tools  lumL>hed  irom  the  storekeept^r-general's  office  in  Eng- 
land ;  the  profits  of  the  contractor  seemed  to  be  the  only 
thing  respected ;  the  engineeiB  eageify  sought  for  Fmu^ 
cnilefy,  beoanse  the  English  was  useless  I 

Marmont  heard  of  the  sie";e  tuc  loth  and  made  srreat 
efforts  to  collect  his  forces  at  Salamanca.  The  20th  he 
heard  of  its  fall  and  retired  to  Valhulolid ;  thus  harassing 
his  men  by  winter  marches.  Had  he  remained  between 
Salamanca  and  Rodngo  with  strong  advanced  guards  he 
would  have  recovered  the  place;  for  on  the  28th  the 
Acnieda  flooded  two  feet  over  the  stone  bridire  and  carried 
away  the  allies'  trestle-hrid^.  The  arniy  wa^^  then  on  the 
left  bank,  the  breaches  not  closed,  and  no  resistance 
could  be  <^eved.  The  greatest  captains  are  the  very  skves 
of  fortune. 


When  Ciudad  Rodrigo  fell  Wellington's  eyes  were 
tamed  towards  Badijos.  He  desired  to  invest  it  again 
early  in  March,  because  the  flooding  of  the  rivers  in  Beira, 
from  the  penodkMd  rains,  would  then  render  a  French  in- 
cursion into  Portugal  difficult,  enable  him  to  carry  nearly 
sJl  liis  forces  to  the  sieiro,  and  impede  the  junction  of  Sonlt 
and  Marmont  in  Jblstremadura.   Many  obstacles  arose. 
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some  military  some  political,  sonic  from  the  perverseness  of 
coadjutors  and  the  errors  of  subordinates ;  yet  on  the  5th 
of  MatTch  the  troops  were  well  on  their  way  towards  the 
TaguB^  and  then  the  English  general,  who  had  remained  on 
the  Coa  to  the  last  mom^t  that  he  might  not  awaken 
the  enemy's  suspieionBj  gave  up  Kodrigo  to  Castanos  and 
departed  for  Elvas. 

Victor  Aiteii  iS  cavalry  was  left  on  the  Yeites  in  advance 
of  the  Agueda  to  mask  the  movements,  but  Marmont  waa 
nnahle  to  meastue  his  advenaiy's  talent  or  £»thom  de- 
signs. He  had  again  spread  his  anny  ftr  and  wide, 
appeared  to  expect  no  fiurthar  winter  operations,  and 
havintr  lost  nil  his  secret  friends  and  emissaries  at  Ciudad 
Eodrigo,  where  tliey  had  been  discovered  and  put  to  death 
hy  Carlos  d'Espana  with  an  overstrained  severity  that  gave 
^neral  disgust,  knew  nothing  of  tho  allies'  maxoh  to  the 
Tagos.  On  the  other  hand  the  projected  siege  was  bj  the 
incredibly  yexations  conduct  of  the  Portngaese  B^ency 
delayed  ten  days  and  thrown  into  the  violent  equmocLial 
rains,  which  greatly  augmented  the  difficulties.  It  was  in 
vain  Wellington  threatened,  remonstrated,  and  wasted  his 
mental  powers  to  devise  remedies  for  those  evils  and  to 
impart  eneigy  and  good  &ith  to  that  eztraoidinaiy  govern- 
ment. Insolent  anger,  &lsehood  or  stolid  indifference  in 
aU  functionaries,  &om  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  met  him  at 
every  turn,  and  the  responsibility  even  in  small  matters 
became  too  onerous  for  subordinate  officers ;  he  was 
compelled  to  arrange  every  detail  of  service  himself  with 
the  native  authimties.  His  iron  strength  ci  body  and 
mind  were  thus  strained  nntil  all  men  wondered  how  they 
resisted  ;  and  indeed  he  did  fall  sick,  bat  zeoovered  after  a 
few  dayt?. 

On  the  15th  of  March  pontoons  were  laid  over  the 
Guadiana  four  miles  from  Elvas,  where  the  current  was 
doll,  and  two  hkige  Spanish  boats  were  ananged  as  flying* 
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bridges.    The  1  f>th  Bcresford  croased  that  river  to  invest 
Badajos  with  fifteen  thousand  men. 
Sonlt  was  then  before  Cadiz,  bat  Dronet  and  Danicati 

were  witli  ton  thousand  men  in  Estrcniadura  ;  wherefore 
General  Graliam  raiirched  with  three  divisions  ol  infantry 
and  two  brigades  of  cayalij  upon  Liercna,  while  Hill 
moved  by  Merida  upon  Almendralejos.  These  covering 
corps  were  together  thirty  thousand  strong,  five  thousand 
being  cavalry,  and  the  whole  aimy  presented  fifty-one 
thousand  sabres  and  bayonets,  of  which  twenty  thousand 
were  Portuguese.  Castafios  had  gone  to  Gallicia,  and  the 
filth  (Spanish  army,  under  Morillo  and  Fenne  Villemur,  fonr 
thousand  strong,  passed  down  the  Portuguese  frontier  to 
the  homer  Gn«diMta»  intending  to  fall  on  Seville  when 
Soult  should  march  to  sncoour  Badajos. 

As  the  alHes  u<lvanecd  Drouet  moved  bv  his  riijbt 
towards  Medellin,  to  maintain  the  conurmnication  with 
Marmont  by  Tmxillo.  Hill  and  Graham  then  halted,  the 
latter  at  Zafia,  having  Slade's  cavahrjr  in  front  Marmont 
meanwhile  recalled  his  dxth  division  ftom  Talavera  to 
Castile,  and  four  other  divisions  and  his  cavalry,  quar- 
tered at  Toledo,  marched  over  the  Guiidarama  towards 
Valladolid. 

it  was  therefore  manifest  that  he  would  not  act  this  time 
in  oonjunotion  with  Sonlt. 

THIRD  ENQLISB  SIEQE  OF  BADAJOS. 

Badajos  stands  between  the  Hivillas  a  small  stream,  and 
the  Guadiana  a  noble  river  five  hundred  yards  broad. 
From  the  an j^e  formed  by  their  confluenoe  the  town  spread 
out  like  a  fim,  having  eight  reguhir  bastions  and  curtains 
vrith  good  count^^arps  covered  way  and  glacis. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  rivers,  the  Rivillas  being  there 
for  a  short  distance  deep  and  wide,  was  a  rock  one  hundred 
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ieel  hi^  erowned  with  an  old  castle,  ihe  aaoent  to  which 
was  not  steep.    This  was  the  extreme  point  of  defence 

on  the  enemy's  left,  and  from  thence  to  the  Trihidad  bas- 
tion terminating  tliis  the  eastern  front  of  resL»tauce,  an 
inundation  protected  the  lamparte,  a  short  interval  excepted^ 
which  waa  defended  hy  an  outwork  bejond  the  stream 
called  the  oimette  of  Saa  Roqna 

On  the  enemy's  riorht  of  San  Roque,  also  beyond  the 
Bivillas  and  four  hiunlrt  a  vurds  from  the  walls,  another 
outwork  called  the  Picurina  was  coustmcted  on  an  isolated 
hill,  aboat  the  tame  di  t  uioe  from  San  Eoque  as  the  latter 
waa  iiom  the  eaaile.  Tiieae  two  outworks  had  a  covered 
commimication  with  each  other,  and  the  8an  Roqne  had 
one  with  tho  town,  but  the  inundation  cut  the  Picurina  off 
from  the  latter  and  it  was  an  inclosed  and  palisadoed 
work. 

The  sonthem  fiont^  the  loa|sest,  was  protected  in  the 
centre  by  a  erown-woark^  oonstmcted  on  the  lofty  Sierra  de 
Viento,  the  end  of  which,  at  only  two  hundred  yards,  oyer- 

looked  the  walls.  The  reniaiuder  of  that  front  and  the 
western  front  had  no  outworks. 

On  the  rii^lit  bank  of  the  Guadiana  there  were  no  houses, 
but  the  twice-besi^ed  fort  of  San  Chnstoval,  three  hundred 
feei  square,  stood  there  on  a  loAj  height,  and  from  its 
superior  elevation  looked  into  the  castle,  which  was  exactly 
opposite  to  it  aiid  consetjucntly  but  five  hundred  yarJ.-^  dis- 
tant. This  fort  also  eouiuianded  the  works  heading  the 
Btoue  bridge  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  stream. 

Phillipon's  garrison,  nearly  five  thousand  strong,  was 
composed  of  French,  Hesslaii,  and  Spanish  troops  in 
Joseph's  service,  and  he  had  nnce  the  last  sie^  made  him- 
self felt  in  every  direction,  scourine^  the  country,  defeating 
gruall  i^nierilla  bandii,  carrying  off  cattle  almost  from  under 
the  guns  of  Elvas  and  Campo  Mayor,  and  pushing  his 
Spies  to  Ciodad  Bodrigo,  Lisbon,  and  even  to  Ayamonte,  by 
which  he  gained  a  knowledge  of  the  forces,  material  and 
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pononal,  combined  ugainst  his  fiartfeBB,  and  prepared  aoootd- 
ingly.    He  bad  formed  an  interior  retrauibment  at  the 

castle  and  mounted  more  guns  there ;  he  had  strengthened 
San  Chiibiuval  on  the  side  before  attacked,  and  made  a 
covered  coxiuuttiucatLOXi  to  the  bridge-head ;  he  had  coa- 
stracted  two  lavelinB  on  tbe  south  front,  and  oommenced 
a  third  with  comiteigiiaids  for  the  Imstioiis.  At  the 
eastern  front  he  had  dn^  a  evmOfe  at  the  bottmn  of  the 
great  ditch,  which  was  in  some  parts  filled  with  crater. 
The  gorge  of  the  Pardalems  was  enclosed  and  connected  with 
the  body  of  the  place,  from  whence  it  was  overlooked  by 
powerful  batteries;  the  glacis  of  the  western  front  vas 
mined,  and  the  amah  of  a  bridge  behind  the  San  Roqneirag 
bnilt  up  to  canse  the  innndation.  The  inhabitants  had 
been  compelled  to  store  tuod  for  three  months,  and  provi- 
sions and  amniunition  had  come  in  on  the  10th  and  IGth 
of  February,  yet  the  supply  of  powd^  was  inado^uatey 
and  there  were  not  many  shells. 

Lord  Wellington  desired  to  assail  the  western  firont,  but 
the  engineer  had  not  mortars,  miners,  or  guns  enough,  or 
the  means  of  brinj^ng  up  stores  for  that  attack :  indeed 
the  want  of  transport  had  again  compelled  the  draw- 
ing of  stores  ^rom  £lvas^  to  the  manifest  hazard  of  that 
fortress.  Hence,  here  as  at  Ciudad  Rodrigo  time  was 
paid  for  with  the  loss  of  life,  and  the  crimes  of  politicians 
atoned  for  by  the  blood  of  scddienk 

It  was  finally  agreed  to  attack  the  bastion  of  Trinidad, 
because  the  counterguard  there  was  unfinished,  and  the 
bastion  could  be  battered  from  the  Picurina.  The  first 
parallel  was  therefore  to  embrace  that  fort,  the  San  Roque 
and  the  eastern  6ont,  so  as  to  enable  the  ooonter  batteries 
to  destroy  the  armaments  of  the  southern  fironts  which 
bore  against  the  Pionrina  hill.  The  Pioorina  was  to  be 
stormed,  and  from  thence  the  Triuiilad  and  the  next 
bastion,  called  the  Santa  Maria,  were  to  be  breached  ;  the 
gons  were  then  to  be  turned  against  the  cooneoting  ourtain. 
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known  to  be  of  weak  maaonrv,  to  open  a  third  breach 
whereby  a  Btorming  party  might  turn  any  retrenebments 
behind  the  other  breaches.  In  thiB  way  the  innndation 
eould  be  aToided.    A  French  deserter  dedared,  and  truly, 

thut  tlic  ditc-li  was  ei^'litecn  feet  deep  at  the  Trinidad,  yet 
Wellington  was  so  confident  that  lie  resolvcHl  to  Btonn  the 
place  there  without  blowing  in  the  counterscarp. 

The  battering  train  ma  of  fiffy-two  pieces,  induding 
flizteen  twenty-four-poiind  howitzers  for  tlurowing  shrapnel- 
shells  ;  bnt  this  species  of  missile,  much  talked  of  at  die 
time,  was  little  prized  by  Lord  Wellington,  who  had 
detected  its  insufficiency,  save  ^ith  lartre  gund  and  as  a 
common  shell ;  and  partly  to  avoid  expense,  partly  from  a 
dislike  to  injure  the  inhabitants,  neither  in  this,  nor  in  any 
siege  did  he  nse  mortara.  Here  indeed  he  oonld 
not  have  brought  them  up ;  for  the  peasantry,  and  even 
the  ordenanra  employed  to  move  the  batteruig  train, 
although  well  paid,  deserted. 

Of  nine  hundred  gonners  present  three  hundred  were 
British,  the  rest  Portuguese ;  there  were  one  hundred  and 
fifty  sappers,  Tolunteers  from  the  third  division,  unskilled, 
yet  of  signal  bravery,  and  the  engineer's  park  was  esta- 
Mished  Ijehind  the  heights  of  St.  Michael  which  faced  the 
Ficurina. 

In  the  night  of  the  1 7th,  eighteen  hundred  men  broke 
ground  one  hundred  and  sixty  yaids  from  the  Pieurina. 
A  tempest  stifled  the  sound  of  ihe  pickaxes,  and  a  com- 

munication  four  thousand  feet  long,  with  a  parallel  of 
six  hundred  yards,  throe  feet  deep  and  three  feet  six 
inches  wide,  was  opened  without  luudrancc  ;  bat  wlien  day 
broke  the  Picurina  was  xeinforoed,  and  a  sharp  musketiyy 
interepened  with  ditehaiges  from  some  field-pieces  and 
aided  by  heavy  guns  from  the  body  of  the  place,  was 
directed  on  the  trenches. 

In  the  night  of  the  1 8th  two  batteries  were  traced,  the 
parallel  prolonged  and  the  previous  works  improved ,  but 
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the  ganrison  Tused  ih6  parapets  of  the  Picnrina,  lined  the 

top  of  the  covered  way  with  sand-bags,  and  planted  luiis- 
keteers  to  gall  the  men  in  the  trenches. 

The  19thy  secret  notice  of  a  sally  being  xeceived, 
the  guards  were  reinforced ;  neverdieless^  at  one  o'clock 
0ome  cavalry  came  ont  by  the  TalaTera  gate,  and  thirteen 
hundred  in^ntry  under  General  Vielland,  second  in  com- 
maiiil,  iikd  unobserved  into  the  communication  between  the 
I'ieurina  and  San  Roquc ;  one  hundred  man.  were  also 
ready  in  the  former,  and  all  these  troops,  jumping  out  at 
once,  droTe  the  workmen  off  and  began  to  demolish  the 
paraUeL  Previous  to  this  outbreak  the  French  cavalry 
had  commenced  a  sham  fight  on  the  right  of  the  trenches, 
"svhen  the  smaller  party,  pretending  to  fly  toward  the  be- 
siegers, answered  Portuguese  to  the  challenfre  of  the  pic- 
quets,  and  were  allowed  to  pass.  Elated  by  their  stratagem, 
they  galloped  to  the  engineers'  park,  a  thousand  yards  in 
rear,  where  they  killed  some  men,  hut  SDCconr  came,  and 
the  troops  at  the  parallel,  having  rallied  on  the  relief,  beat 
the  infantry  back  along  the  front  of  the  ramparts  even  to 
the  castle. 

In  this  fight  the  besieged  lost  three  hundred  men  and 
ofllcers,  the  heeiegeiB  one  hundred  and  fifty ;  bnt  the  chief 
engineer,  Fletcher,  was  hadly  wounded,  and  several  hondred 

intrenching  tools  were  carried  off ;  Phillipon  had  promised 
a  high  price  for  each,  which  turned  out  ill,  for  the  soldiers, 
instead  of  pursuing  briskly  dispersed  to  gather  the  tools. 
After  the  action  a  squadron  of  dragoons  and  sax  field- 
pieces  were  placed  behind  the  St  Michael  ridge,  and  a  sig- 
nal*po6t  was  established  on  a  ndghbonring  moontain,  called 
Uie  Sierra  de  Viento,  to  ^i\c  notice  of  tlie  enemy's  motions. 

The  weather  continued  wet  and  hoistcruu^,  niakinfr  the 
labour  very  severe,  yet  in  the  night  of  the  19  th  the 
parallel  was  opened  on  its  whole  length  ;  the  20th  it  was 
enlarged,  and  ihongh  the  lain,  flooding  the  trenches, 
greatly  impeded  progress,  the  work  mtt  extended  to  the 
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left.  Three  coTmt4?r-batteries  were  then  coiunicnced  in  its 
mr,  beoausethe  ground  waa  too  soft  in  front  to  Bustaiu  the 
'guns,  and  the  San  Roque  was  within  three  hundred  jaida ; 
hence,  ihe  pamllel,  eig|iteen  hnndzed  yatds  long,  being  only 
guarded  by  feiurtoen  Irandied  men,  a  few  bold  aoldiem 
initrhfc  hy  a  sudden  rush  have  spiked  the  guns  in  ftent  of 
the  trench. 

A  slight  sally  was  this  day  repulsed,  and  a  shoulder  nvms 
g^ven  to  ^e  ri^t  of  the  pandlel  to  cover  that  iiank,  in 
gpod  time,  for  next  day  two  field^pieoee  pkoed  on  the  right 
bank  of  tbe  Gnadiana,  tried  to  rake  the  trenohea  and  were 
baffled  by  this  shoulder.  Indicatkmf  of  a  ahnilar  design 
against  the  left  flank,  irom  the  Pard;ileras  hill,  were  then 
observed,  and  three  hundred  men  \^ith  two  guns  were 
posted  on  that  side  in  some  broken  ground. 

In  tbe  night,  though  the  works  went  on,  run  agun  im* 
peded  progress,  and  the  beslegen,  fidling  to  drain  the  lower 
parts  of  the  parallel  by  cuts,  made  an  artificial  bottom  of 
fc-aiid-bags.  On  the  other  hand  the  besieged,  thinking  the 
curtain  adjoimng  the  castle  was  the  object  of  attack,  threw 
np  earth  in  front  and  removed  the  houses  behiud ;  they 
atomade  a  eovmd  eommvnioation  from  the  Trinidad  gate 
to  the  8tn  Roque,  to  take  this  supposed  attack  in  refeiae, 
and  as  the  laboor  of  di^ng  was  great,  hung  up  blown 
cloth  which  app^red  like  earth  ,  an  ingenious  expedient 
by  which  they  passed  unseen  between  those  points, 

Vauban's  maxim,  that  a  periect  iuv^tment  is  the  first 
leqoisite  in  a  siege,  had  been  neglected  to  spare  labour,  yet 
the  great  master's  art  was  soon  vindioatcd  by  his  oonntvy<» 
man.  PhillipoB,  finding  the  right  bank  of  the  Qnadiana 
free,  maJc  a  battery  in  the  night  for  three  field-pieces, 
which  at  daylight  raked  the  trenches,  the  shots  sweeping 
the  parallel  destructively ;  the  loss  was  groat  and  would 
hare  besn  greater  but  for  the  soft  gronnd,  whieh  prevented 
the  touch  and  bonnd  of  ih»  ballets*  Orders  were  thenfoie 
sent  to  ihe  fifth  dimon,  then  at  Campo  Mayor,  to  inrat 


Digitized  by  Google 


BooKYi.]  BADAJ08,  MARCH,  ltl2.  ICS 

the  place  on  the  other  bank,  but  tliode  troops  were  distant 
and  misfortunes  accumoiated.     Heavy  ram  filled  tk« 

nm  the  fixed  bridge  under  water, 
sunk  twelve  pontoons,  and  looke  the  tackle  of  tlie  fljing 
bridges ;  the  prontionB  of  die  army  could  not  be  brought 
over,  the  batterinj^-inms  iiiid  iiminanition  weic  atill  on  the 
right  bank,  and  the  sioirf  was  on  the  point  of  bei^vj:  raised. 
In  a  few  days  however  the  river  sub«ided,  some  Fortuguese 
flmft  were  brought  up  to  form  another  fljiag  bridge,  the 
pontoons  saved  weee  employed  row-hoali,  and  the  eomr 
Vindoation  thns  secored  for  the  rait  of  the  siege. 

On  the  "Ilird  rain  again  filled  the  trenches,  the  works 
crumbled  and  the  attack  Wiis  entirely  suspended.  Next 
day  the  fifth  division  invested  the  place  on  the  right  bank, 
the  weather  cleared,  and  the  batteries,  aimed  with  twenty- 
one  gune  and  seven  ftve-and«a-ha]f-inoh  howitiers,  opened 
on  the  25th,  but  were  so  vigorously  answered,  that  one 
howitzer  was  dismounted  and  several  artillery  and  engineer 
officers  killed.  I^evertheleis  the  San  Koque  was  silenced, 
the  ginrison  of  the  Picnrina  so  galled  by  marksmen  that 
none  dared  kok  over  the  parapet^  and  as  the  external 
appearanoe  of  tiiat  fort  did  not  indicate  mneh  strength 
General  Kempt  was  charged  to  assault  it  in  the  nifrht. 

This  outward  seeming  of  the  Picurina  was  fallaeiuus :  it 
was  very  strong.  The  fronts  were  well  covered  by  the 
^aois,  the  flanks  deep,  the  ran^act,  fbwteen  feet  parpen- 
diedar  fiom  the  bottom  of  the  ditoh,  was  grnoded  with 
slanting  pales  above,  and  from  thenoe  to  the  top  was  an 
earthen  slope  of  sixteen  feet.  A  few  jfalings  had  been 
knocked  utf  at  the  covered  way,  and  the  parapet,  slightly 
damaged,  was  repaired  with  sand-bags,  but  the  ditch  was 
deep,  narrow  at  the  bottom,  and  flanked  by  fbnr  splinter- 
pioof  casemates.  Seven  gone  were  monnted.  The  entrance 
in  the  rear  was  protected  with  three  rows  of  thick  pahng, 
the  g!vrri8on  was  above  two  hundred  strong,  and  every  man 
had  two  mnskets ;  the  top  of  tiie  rampart  was  garnished 
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wiih  loaded  sheila,  a  retrenched  guard-house  formed  a 

second  interaal  defence,  and  small  mines,  with  ii  looplioled 
gallery  under  the  euimterscar])  to  take  the  assailants  in 
rear,  were  begun  but  not  finished. 

Five  hundred  men  of  the  third  division  assembled  for 
the  attack.  Two  hundred  under  Major  Rndd  were  to 
torn  the  fort  on  the  left,  ^  an  eqnal  force  under  Major 
Shaw  to  turn  it  by  the  right,  ea<^h  being  to  detach  half 
their  force  to  seize  the  r  nmmiiitation  with  San  E,oque 
and  intercept  succour  coming  liom  the  town.  The  re- 
mainder were  to  attack  Picnrina  by  the  gorgOi  learing 
one  hundred  under  Captain  Fowis  as  a  reserve.  The  en- 
gineers, HoUoway,  8tanway,  and  Gips,  with  twenty-four 
sappers  bearing  hatchets  and  ladders,  guided  these  columns, 
and  fifty  men  of  the  light  division,  likewise  pro\  nkd  with 
axes,  were  to  move  out  of  the  trenches  at  the  moment  of 
attack. 


ASSAULT  OF  PICURINA. 

* 

The  night  was  fine  and  the  stormers  quickly  reached 
the  fort,  which  black  and  silent  beiore  then  seemed 
a  mass  of  fire^  under  which  the  stormers  run  up  to  the 
palisades  in  rear  and  endeavoured  to  break  through;  the  de- 
structive musketry  and  thickness  of  tiie  pales  rendered 
tiieir  efforts  nugatory,  wherelbre,  turning  against  the  sides  of 
the  work  they  strove  to  f:^t  in  there,  but  the  depth  of  the 
ditch  and  the  slanting  stakes  at  the  top  of  the  brickwork 
again  baffled  them. 

At  this  time,  the  French  shooting  fiist  and  dangerously, 
ihe  crisis  appeared  so  imminent  that  Kempt  sent  the  re- 
serve headlong  against  the  front.  The  fight  was  thus  sup- 
ported and  the  carnage  terrible.  A  battalion  which  came 
from  the  town  to  succour  the  fort  was  beaten  back  by 
the  men  in  the  communication,  the  guns  irom  the  town 
and  castle  then  opened^  the  guard  of  the  trenches  replied 
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with  musketry,  rockets  were  thrown  up  by  the  besieged, 

and  the  slirill  sound  of  alarm-bolls  mixing  "\ntli  the  shouts 
of  the  combatants  increased  the  tumult.  Still  the  Picurina 
sent  out  streams  of  iire,  by  the  light  of  which  dark  figures 
were  seen  furiously  struggling  on  the  ramparts  ;  for  Powis 
had  escakded  in  front  where  the  artillery  had  broken  the 
pales,  and  the  other  assailants,  throwing  their  ladders  in 
the  manner  of  bridi];es  from  the  brink  of  the  ditch  to  the 
slanting  stakes,  thus  passed,  and  all  were  figliting  hand  to 
hand  with  the  enemy.  Meanwhile  the  axe-men  of  the 
light  division,  compassing  the  fort  like  prowling  wolves, 
disoovered  the  gate,  and  hewing  it  down  broke  in  by 
the  rear.  Nevertheless  the  struggle  oontinued.  Powis, 
Holluway,  Gips,  and  Oaics  fell  wounded  on  or  beyond  the 
rampart,  Nixon  of  the  52nd  was  shot  two  yards  within 
✓  the  gate,  Shaw,  Kudd,  and  nearly  all  the  other  officers  of 
the  7dth  had  fallen  outside,  and  it  was  not  until  half  the 
garrison  were  killed,  that  Gaspar  Thieiy,  the  commandant, 
surrendered  with  eighty-six  men,  while  others,  not  many, 
rushing  out  of  the  gate  endeavoured  to  cross  the  inundation 
and  wc'i  r  (Irtt'rt  ned. 

PhiiUpon  had  thought  to  delay  the  siege  five  or  six  days 
by  the  resistance  of  Picurina,  and  one  day  later  this  would 
have  happened ;  for  the  mines  and  loop-holed  gallery  in 
the  counterscarp  would  have  been  completed,  and  the' 
work  was  too  well  covered  by  the  glacid  to  be  quickly 
ruined  by  fire.  His  calculations  were  baffled  by  this  heroic 
assault,  which,  lasting  only  an  hour,  cost  four  officers  and 
fif^  men  killed,  fifteen  officers  and  two  hundred  and  fif^ 
men  wounded ;  and  so  vehement  was  the  fight  throughout, 
that  the  gamson  forgot  or  had  no  time  to  roll  over  ^e 
shells  and  combustibles  on  the  ramparts.  Fhillipon  did 
not  conceal  the  danger  accruing  to  Badajos  from  the  loss 
of  the  Picurina,  but  he  stimulated  his  soldiers'  courage, 
by  calling  to  their  recollection,  how  infinitely  worse  than 
death  it  was  to  be  the  inmate  of  an  English  hulk — an 
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appeal  which  must  haye  heen  deeply  felt,  for  tiM  aiiBds  of 
civilized  natioDs  furnish  Bofhint^  more  inhuman  towards 
captives  of  war  thaa  the  prison -ships  of  England. 

When  Ficurina  was  taken  three  battalions  advanecd  to 
idenre  it,  and  though  »  great  tnnnoil  and  filing  fnm  the 
town  oontmned  nn^  midni^t,  a  lodgment  in  the  woiki 
and  coiiiiimnication  with  the  first  parallel  were  estahlished  ; 
the  second  parallel  was  alsio  betjnn,  but  at  da v light  the 
icdoubt  waa  overwhelmed  w  itii  iire,  no  troops  conld  remain 
md  the  lodgment  was  deetioyed.  In  the  evening  the  sappers 
elleoted  another  lodgment  on  the  flanke,  the  eeoond  paxallel 
WHS  then  opened  in  its  whole  length,  and  next  daj  the 
coiiiitt  r-battcries  on  the  right  ol  rituiiua  exchanged  a 
vigorous  tire  with  the  town. 

In  the  night  of  the  27th  three  breachiog-hattcries  were 
ttaoed  oat  The  fint,  between  the  Pionrina  and  the  innn* 
dation»  to  breaoh  the  right  Um  of  the  Trinidad.  The 
seoond,  on  the  Pienrina,  to  breaeh  the  Santa  Maria.  The 
third,  on  a  prolonircd  line  of  the  front  attacked,  contained 
three  Shrapnel  howitzers  to  scour  the  ditch  and  prevent 
the  garrison  working  in  it ;  for  Phillipon,  having  now 
discoTered  the  tme  line  of  attack,  was  nosing  the  eonntar- 
guard  of  the  Trinidad,  and  the  imperfect  rmlin.  At 
daybrealc  these  works  being  well  fbmished  with  gabions 
•and  sand-bags  were  lined  with  musketeers,  who  severely 
galled  the  workmen  employed  on  the  breaching-batteries. 
The  artillery  pmotbe  was  brisk  on  both  sides.  Two  of 
the  besiigers'  gum  were  dismonnted,  tiie  gabions  plaoed 
in  fipont  of  the  batteries  to  proteet  the  workmen  were 
knocked  over,  and  the  musketry  became  so  destructive 
the  men  were  withdrawn  to  throw  up  earth  from  the 
inside. 

In  the  night  of  the  27th  the  second  parallel  was 
eitmided  on  the  right,  to  raise  batteries  against  San  Boqno 
and  the  dam  whidi  held  np  the  innndation,  and  to  breach 
the  curtain  behind :  bat  the  ground  was  hard,  the  moon 
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gbsm  bii^tly,  the  labowen  were  quite  eipoeed  «nd  the 
irmk  WW  reiinqaished* 

On  the  28th  the  screen  of  gabions  before  the  batteries 
was  restored,  the  wui  kmin  resumed  their  labours  outside 
and  the  yMalid  was  improved.  The  besieged  then  with- 
drew their  guns  from  Sa&  Boque,  yet  their  marksmen  stiil 
shot  from  thence  with  great  ezactaeBB»  and  the  plmiging 
fire  from  the  caelle  dismeonted  two  hewitsera  in  one  of  the 
counter-batteries.  Durini!:  the  night  the  i'rcnuL  obritTvtd 
the  tracin{r-string  mai-kiiig  the  direction  of  the  sap  in 
front  of  fean  Eoque,  and  a  daring  fellow,  creeping  out  be- 
before  the  workmen  aniyed,  brongbt  it  in  the  line  of  the 
castle  fixe,  whereby  some  loss  was  siutained. 

In  the  night  the  howitaer  battery  was  re-anned  with 
t^venty-fou^-pounde^s  tu  pkty  on  the  San  Koque,  and  a 
ntw  Ireaching-battery  was  tniccd  on  the  site  of  the  Picu- 
xina ;  the  second  parallel  was  extended  by  sap,  and  a  trench 
was  digged  for  riflemen  in  front  of  the  batteries. 

The  29tli  a  slight  sally  made  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
rim  was  repulsed  by  the  Portngoese ;  bnt  the  sap  at  San 
lioque  was  ruined  bj  the  enemy's  fire,  and  the  besieged 
continued  to  raise  the  counter-guard  and  ravelin  of  the 
Trinidad  and  strengthen  the  front  attacked.  The  besiegers 
amed  two  batteries  with  eighteen-^poonden,  which  opened 
next  day  against  Santa  Mari%  yet  with  little  effect,  and 
the  explosion  of  an  expense-magazine  killed  many  men. 

While  the  siege  was  thus  proceeding,  Boult,  having 
little  fear  for  the  town  but  expecting  a  great  battle,  was 
carefully  organizing  a  powerful  force  to  unite  with  Drouet 
and  Daricao.  Those  generals  had  endeaTomed  to  hold  the 
distnct  of  La  Serena  and  keep  open  the  oommnnication 
with  Marmont  by  Medellin  and  Truxillo,  but  Graham 
and  Hill  forced  them  into  the  Morena,  and  on  the  other 
side  of  the  country  Morillo  and  Fenne-Villemur  dt^ended 
to  the  lower  Guadiana,  to  £ftll  on  Seville  when  Soult  should 
adTamoep   Nor  were  there  wanting  other  oombinations  to 
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embamas  and  delay  thai  maishal.  In  Febmaiy,  a  Spa- 
nish anny  had  asBembled  in  the  Randa  to  fiedl  on  Seville 

from  that  side  also,  which  compel  ltd  Soult  to  send  troops 
thero,  and  fatallv  delaved  hi??  march  to  ]]:?tremndnra. 
^larmout  was  however  concentrating  his  army  in  the 
Salamanca  coantry,  and  it  was  ramooicd  he  meant  to 
attack  Gindad  Rodiigo.  This  disquieted  Wellington :  for 
ihongh  Mannont  had  no  hatterin^-train  the  Spanish 
generals  and  enrineers  neglected  tlie  repairs  of  the  place, 
and  had  not  oven  brought  \\\)  tium  St.  Joa  dc  l\'s(iuiera 
proTisioDS  which  he  had  given  to  them.  The  fortress 
therefore  had  only  thirty  days'  supply  and  Almeida  was  in 
as  bad  a  state. 

On  the  30th,  it  being  known  that  Sonlt  was  advancing 
from  Cordova,  the  fifth  divi:iion  was  brouglit  over  the 
Guadiana  a^  a  rei^erve  to  the  covering  army,  leaving  a 
Fortognese  brigade  with  some  cavalry  of  the  Pamc  nation 
to  maintain  the  investment  on  the  right  bank.  The  si^ 
was  then  niged  on,  forty>eight  pieces  of  artilleiy  Iteing  in 
constant  play  and  the  sap  against  San  Roqne  advancing : 
the  French  fire  was  however  destrnctive,  and  tlieir  progress 
in  strengthening  the  front  atUicked  was  visible. 

On  the  1st  of  April  the  sap  was  pushed  close  to  San 
Roqne,  the  Trinidad  bastion  cmmbled  under  the  stroke  of 
the  boDet,  and  the  flank  of  the  Santa  Maria,  which  was 
ca^emated,  also  began  to  yield.  Next  day  the  face  of  the 
'i'ruiidad  was  broken,  but  tlie  Santa  Maria  casemates  being 
laid  open  the  buiicts  were  lost  in  their  cavities,  and  Phil- 
lipon  commenced  a  retrenchment  to  cut  off  the  whole  of 
the  attacked  front  from  the  town. 

In  the  night  a  new  battcrv  against  San  Koque  being 
armed,  two  officers  with  some  sappers  glided  behind  that 
outv  i  k,  gagged  the  sentinel,  plaeed  powder-liarrels  and  a 
match  against  the  dam  of  the  inundation  and  retired  un- 
discovered. The  explosion  did  not  destroy  the  dam,  the 
inundation  remained  and  the  sap  made  no  progress  becaoae 
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of  the  Frenok  xuuskctoers ;  for  though  the  besiegers'  marks- 
men  slew  manj,  xeinfoicements  irm  sent  a4srofls  the  iniin- 
dation  by  meuis  of  a  nft  with  paiapets,  and  men  also 
passed  by  the  cloth  oonuntmication  from  the  Trinidad. 

The  crisis  of  the  siege  was  now  approachins^  ra|iiilly.  Tlie 
breaches  were  nearly  practicable,  Soult  had  eflectetl  his 
junction  with  Drouet  and  Daricau,  and  Wellino;ton,  who 
had  not  sufficient  force  to  assault  the  place  and  give  battle 
at  the  same  time,  resolyed  to  leave  two  divisions  in  the 
trenches  and  fight  at  Albnera.  In  this  view  Graham  fell 
back  towards  ilmi  pliu;c,  and  lIiU,  dc;itrojing  the  bridge  at 
Mcrida,  marched  to  Talavcra  Ileal. 

Time  was  now,  as  m  war  it  always  is,  a  great  object,  and 
the  anxiety  on  both  sides  redoubled.  8oalt  was  however 
still  at  JLlerena  when,  the  breaches  being  declared  prac- 
ticable, tbe  assault  was  ordered  for  that  evening,  and 
Leith's  division  recalled  to  die  siege  ;  but  a  careful  per- 
sonal examination  caused  doubt,  and  Wellington  delayed 
the  storm,  until  a  third  breach,  as  originally  projected, 
should  be  formed  in  the  curtain  between  Trinidad  and  Maria. 
This  could  not  be  commenced  bdfoie  morning,  and  during 
the  night  the  French  workmen  laboured  asdduously  at 
their  retrenchnientSj  regardless  ol'  the  showers  of  grape  with 
which  the  batteries  scoured  the  ditch  and  the  breach.  On 
the  6th  all  the  batteries  were  turned  against  the  cur- 
tain, the  bad  masonry  crumbled  rapidly  away,  in  two  hours 
a  yawning  breach  appeared  and  Wellington  renewed  his 
order  for  the  assault  Eagerly  then  the  soldiers  got  ready 
for  a  combat,  so  fiercely  fought,  so  terribly  won,  so  dreadful 
in  all  its  circumstances,  that  posterity  can  scarcely  be  ex- 
pected to  credit  the  tale,  but  many  axe  still  alive  who 
know  that  it  is  true. 

Wellington  spared  Phillipon  the  affinmt  of  a  summons, 
and  seeing  the  breach  strongly  intrenched,  ihe  flank  fire 
still  powerful,  he  would  not  in  that  dread  crisis  trust  his 
fortune  to  a  single  effort.    Eighteen  thousand  danug  sol- 
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dim  boned  for  iht  signal  of  aitaok  and  he  waa  nnwilfing 

to  lose  the  service  of  any  ;  wherefore  to  eacii  division  he 
gave  a  inbk  such  an  few  geuerak  would  have  the  hardihood 
e?en  to  contemplate. 

On  the  right,  Picton'g  diYiiioii  waa  to  file  <mt  of  the 
trachea,  eroaa  the  BiTiUaa,  and  aeale  the  caatie  waUa,  fram 
eighteen  to  twenty-fmr  feet  high,  fonushed  with  all  means 
of  destruction,  uiid  so  narrow  at  top  that  the  defenders 
could  easily  reach  and  as  easily  overturn  the  laddei'd. 

On  the  left,  Leith's  diriaioa  was  to  make  a  false  attadc 
on  the  Pardalccas,  bat  a  real  aanuilt  on  the  distant  bastkn 
of  San  Vincente,  where  the  glads  was  mined,  the  ditch 
deep,  the  scarp  thirty  feet  high,  the  paraj)ct  garnished  with 
troops :  Phillipon  also,  followini:  his  old  plan,  had 
thr^  loaded  muskets  placed  beside  each  man  that  the  fixst 
fire  might  be  quick  and  deadly. 

In  the  oentre,  the  lonrth  and  light  divisions,  imder  Od- 
Tille  and  Andrew  Barnaid,  were  to  marsh  against  the 
breaches.  Furnished  like  the  tliird  and  fifth  divisions  with 
ladders  and  axt»s«,  they  wt  rc  preceded  by  storming  parties  of 
Uto  huudred  men,  each  having  their  separate  forlorn 
hopes.  The  light  diTision  was  to  assault  the  Santa  Maria, 
the  fourth  diTision  the  Trinidad  and  tiie  cnitain,  the 
oolfuuns  bong  divided  into  storming  and  firing  parties,  the 
former  to  enter  the  ditch,  the  Litter  to  keep  the  crest  of 
the  glacis. 

Between  these  attacks,  ^lajor  Wilson  of  the  4bth  was 
to  storm  the  San  Boqoe  with  the  goards  of  the  trenches, 
and  on  the  other  side  of  the  Goadiana^  Oenersl  Power  was 
to  make  a  feint  at  the  bridgo-head« 

At  tir:^t  only  one  hrii^ude  of  the  third  division  was  to 
have  attacked  the  caijtle,  but  just  bciore  the  hour  fixed, 
a  sergeant  of  aappeia  deserted  from  the  enemy  and  told 
Wellington  there  was  bat  one  commanication  fima  the 
oastle  to  the  town,  whereapon  he  ordered  the  whole  divisica 
to  adTanee. 
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Many  nice  arrangemc  nt.s  lilled  up  this  outline,  and  some 
were  ioilowed,  some  disregarded,  for  it  is  seldom  all  things 
aro  attended  to  in  a  desperate  fight.  TLe  eamy  waa  iioi 
idl^  While  it  m  yet  twilight  some  Fcwoh  oanJijr 
lode  from  the  Faidalenui  under  offiMr  who  endMTOured 
to  look  into  the  trenohee,  with  the  Tiew  to  aflceriain  if  aa 
assault  was  intended,  buL  the  picquet  there  drove  liim  and 
hi9  escort  back  into  the  works,  ^ftrVp^pff  then  fell  and  the 
troopa  awaited  the  aignaL 

ASSAULT  OF  BADAJ03. 

Dry  but  clouded  waB  the  night,  the  air  was  thick  with 
watery  exhalations  from  the  ri?ei8,  the  xamparts  and 
traiohea  tmnanallj  still ;  yet  a  low  murmur  penradod  the 
latter,  and  in  the  fomier  lights  flitted  here  and  tfasfs, 
while  the  deep  Toioes  of  the  sentinda  pvoohnmed  from  time 
to  time  that  all  was  well  m  Badajos.  Tliu  French,  con- 
fiding in  Pliillipnu  s  direful  skill,  watched  from  their  lofty 
station  the  approach  of  enemies  they  had  twice  before 
haffledt  and  now  hoped  to  driye  a  thiid  time  blasted  and 
ruined  from  the  walls.  The  British,  standing  in  deep 
oolmnns>  were  as  eager  to  meet  that  fiery  deslmctioD  as 
the  others  were  to  pour  it  down,  and  either  were  alike  ter- 
rible for  their  strength,  their  discipline,  and  the  passions 
awakened  in  their  resoluto  hearts. 

Former  fiulares  there  were  to  avenge  on  one  sid^  on 
hoth  leaden  who  furnished  no  extmse  for  weaiknesB  in  the 
hour  of  trial,  and  the  possession  of  Badijos  was  beeome  a 
point  of  persjiial  liDuour  with  the  soldiers  of  each  nation; 
but  the  desire  lor  glory  on  the  British  part  was  daahed  with 
a  hatred  of  the  citizens  from  an  old  grudge,  and  recent  toil 
and  hardship,  with  much  spilling  of  blood,  had  made  many 
incredibly  savage :  Ibr  these  things,  whioh  tender  the  noUe- 
minded  ayerse  to  cruelty,  harden  the  vulgar  spirit.  Num- 
bers also,  like  Cs^sar's  centurion  who  could  not  forget  the 
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plunder  of  Avaricnni,  were  heated  with  the  recollection  of 
Bodrigo  and  thirsted  for  spoil*   Thns  ever}'  passion  fonnd 

a  cause  of  L.xritement,  the  wondrous  power  of  discipline 
bound  the  whole  together  as  witli  a  band  of  iron,  and  in 
the  pride  of  arms  none  doubted  their  might  to  bear  down 
evezy  obstacle  that  man  could  oppose  to  their  fhry. 

At  ten  o'clock,  the  castle,  the  San  Kcqne,  the  hreacheB, 
the  Pardaleras,  the  distant  bastion  of  San  Vincente  and 
the  bridge-head  on  the  other  side  of  the  Guadiana,  were  to 
be  simultaneously  assailed.  It  was  hoped  the  strength 
of  the  enemy  would  quickly  shrivel  within  that  fiery  girdle, 
but  many  are  the  disappointments  of  war.  An  unforeseen 
accident  ddajed  the  attack  of  the  fifth  division,  and  a 
lighted  carcass,  thrown  from  the  casUe,  Ming  close  to  the 
third  division  exposed  its  columns  and  forced  it  to  antici- 
pate the  signal  by  half  an  hour.  Thus  everything  was 
suddenly  disturbed,  yet  the  double  columns  of  the  fourth 
and  light  divisions  moved  silently  and  swifUy  against  the 
breaches,  and  the  guard  of  the  trenches,  m^ng  forward 
with  a  shont,  encompassed  the  San  Boqne  with  fire  and 
broke  in  so  violently  that  scarcely  any  resistance  was 
made. 

Soon  however  a  sudden  blaze  of  light  and  the  rattling  of 
mnsketiy  indicated  the  commencement  of  a  more  vehement 
combat  at  the  casUe.  There  Kempt,  finr  Picton  hurt  by  a 
feJl  in  the  camp  and  expecting  no  change  in  the  hour  was 

not  present;  there  Kempt,  I  say,  led  the  third  division. 
He  passed  the  Rivillas  in  sintrle  files  by  a  narrow  bridice 
under  a  terrible  musketry,  re-formed  and  run  up  the  rugged 
hill,  to  fall  at  the  foot  of  the  castle  severely  wounded. 
Being  canied  back  to  the  trenches,  he  met  Picton  at  the 
bridge  hastening  to  take  the  command,  hat  meanwhile  the 
treops,  spreading  along  the  front,  had  reared  their  heavy 
ladders,  some  against  the  lofty  castle  some  against  the 
adjomiiig  front  on  the  left,  and  with  incredible  courage 
ascended  amidst  showen  of  heavy  stones,  logfi  of  wood,  and 
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bunting  shellB  rolled  off  the  parapet,  while  from  the  flanks 

musketry  was  plied  with  fearful  rapidity,  and  in  front,  with 
pikes  and  bayonets,  the  leading  assailants  were  stablvcd  and 
the  ladders  pushed  ftom  the  walls:  and  all  this  was 
attended  with  deafening  shouts,  the  crash  of  bieakiiig 
ladden,  and  the  shrieks  of  crushed  soldiers  answering  to 
&e  snllen  stroke  of  the  fidling  weights. 

Still  swarming  round  the  remaining  ladders  iIiodc  un- 
dannted  veterans  strove  who  should  first  climb,  but  all 
were  overtunied,  the  French  shouted  victoiy^  jrhile  the  Bri- 
tish, baffled,  yet  nntamed,  fell  back  a  few  paces  and  took 
shelter  imder  the  ragged  edge  of  the  hill  There  the 
broken  ranks  being  re-fonnedy  the  heroic  Gdonel  Bidge, 
springing  forward,  called  with  stentorian  voice  on  his  men 
to  folldw,  and  seizing  a  ladder  raised  it  against  the  castle, 
to  the  right  of  the  former  attack,  where  the  wall  was  lower 
and  where  an  embrasure  offered  some  £Msilify :  a  second 
ladder  was  placed  akmgside  of  his  by  the  grenadier  officer 
Caneh,  and  the  next  instant  he  and  Badge  were  on  the 
rampart,  the  shouting  troops  pressed  after  them,  and  the 
garrison,  amazed  and  in  a  manner  tiurprised,  were  driven 
%hting  through  the  doable  gate  into  the  town :  the  castle 
was  won.  Soon  a  rdnforoement  from  the  French  reserve 
came  to  the  gate,  thronii^  which  both  aides  fired  and  the 
enemy  retired ;  bat  Eidge  fell,  and  no  man  died  that  night 
with  more  glory — ^yet  many  died,  and  there  was  much 
g^ory. 

All  this  time  the  tumult  at  the  breaches  was  such  as  if 
the  earth  had  been  rent  asnnder  and  its  central  fires  bursting 
upwards  nnoontroUed.  The  two  divisions  reached  the  ^ads, 
just  as  the  firing  at  the  castle  had  commenced,  and  the 

flash  of  a  single  mnsket,  discharged  firom  the  covered  way 
as  a  signal,  showed  them  the  French  were  r^y :  yet  no 
stir  followed,  and  darkness  covered  the  breaches.  Some 
hay-packs  were  then  thrown,  some  ladders  placed,  and  the 
forlorn  hopes  and  stonning  parties  of  the  light  division. 
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siti<»n  :  but  then  a  bright  iiaiuc,  shootinn:  upwards,  displayed 
all  the  terrors  of  the  scene.  Tlic  ramparts  crowded  with 
dark  figures  and  glittanng  anns  were  on  one  siide,  on  the 
olliar  the  led  ooluiuit  of  tlw  BiiliBli,  deep  and  bioad, 
coming  on  like  itNama  of  Wning  laira :  it  was  tiie  toodi 
of  the  iniigieian's  \nind,  a  crash  of  thunder  followed,  and 
the  sturiiiing  partita  were  dasiicd  to  pieces  bj  the  explosion 
of  hundreds  of  sheik  and  powder-barrels. 

For  an  mstant  the  light  divuMn  soldim  stood  on  tlM 
brink  of  the  ditchy  airoTitil  at  tiie  ienifio  n^ti  Inii  tluBy 
with  a  about  that  malohed  ffen  aoond  of  the  explotioa 
they  flew  down  the  ladders,  or  di&daininc^  their  kid  luapt^d, 
reckless  oi  the  depth,  into  the  gulf  below  ;  and  nearly  at 
the  same  monent,  amidst  a  blaae  of  mmkelij  that  denied 
tbe  ejeSy  the  fooith  diraioa  oane  nDUung  in  to  dfinwtid 
with  a  like  fury.  Then  wm  only  fire  ladders  fbr  both 
columns,  ^vluch  were  close  together,  and  the  deep  cut  made 
in  the  bottom  of  the  ditch,  as  far  as  the  counter-guard  of 
the  Trinidad^  waa  filled  with  ^mter  from  the  inundation : 
into  Una  nuisy  mm  the  head  of  the  £»iiEth  dhision  fiall, 
and  it  it  said  abofe  %  Inuidied  of  the  ftisileiii,  the  mm 
of  Albuera,  were  there  smothered.  Those  who  followed, 
checked  not,  but,  as  if  the  di^iaater  had  been  exjiccted, 
turned  to  the  left  and  thna  came  upon  the  faoe  of  the  on* 
finished  nmlin,  which^  ind  bvoken,  was  iniihikjn 
for  the  breach  and  instantly  oorered  with  men ;  a  wide  and 
deep  chagni  waa  however  still  between  them  and  the  ram- 
parts, frein  whence  came  a  deadly  fire  wasting  their  ranks. 
Thus  baffled,  they  also  commenced  a  rapid  discharge  of 
mnakeliy*  and  dieoider  enaned ;  te  the  mm  of  the  light 
diTirion,  whose  eondneting  engineer  bed  been  diaabled  early, 
having  their  flank  confined  by  an  nnfinished  ditch  in- 
tend<'d  rut  oil  th--  Santa  Maria,  ruslic'l  towards  the 
breaches  of  the  curtain  and  the  Trinidad,  which  arere 
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indeed  before  them,  but  which  the  fourth  diyiiion  had  been 
destined  to  sioim. 
Great  was  tbe  confaaioii,  the  xaTiUn  was  cspowded  witli 

men  of  both  diyisions,  and  while  aome  oontinned  to  fire, 
others  jumped  down  and  run  towards  the  breach;  many 
ako  pa^ed  between  the  ravelin  and  the  counterguard  of 
the  I^cinidad ;  the  two  diTiaieDS  got  mixed,  and  the  re* 
aarreBy  which  ahonld  have  femained  at  the  qnanies,  also 
came  pouring  in  nntil  the  ditch  waa  qnite  filled,  the  rear 
still  crowding  forwai  tl  and  all  chccrin":  vehemently.  The 
enemy's  shouts  also  were  loud  and  terrible,  and  the  bursting 
of  aheUa  and  of  grenades,  the  roaring  of  gone  inm  the 
flanks,  answaiad  by  the  iron  howitzeia  from  the  paiaUel, 
the  hea?y  roU  and  horrid  explosion  of  the  powder-bamls, 
the  whizzing  flight  of  the  blazing  splinters,  the  loud  ex- 
hortatiuijs  of  the  officers,  and  the  continual  clatter  of  the 
jBsakete  made  a  maddening  din. 

How  n  mnltitode  bounded  up  the  great  bieaoh  as  if 
driven  bj  a  whiriwind ;  bnt  aooaa  tha  top  glittered  a  range 
of  sword-bladeB,  sharp-pointed,  keen-edged,  immovably 
fixed  in  ponderons  beams  chained  tosrethcr  and  set  deep  in 
the  ruins  ;  and  for  ten  feet  in  front  the  aecent  waa  covered 
with  loose  planka  Btudded  with  iron  points,  on  which  the 
ftet  ol  tha  Ibfemost  being  set  the  planks  slipped,  and  the 
imhappy  soldieni  Ming  forward  on  the  spikes  roiled  down 
npon  the  rankti  behind  Then  the  Frenchmen,  shontin^ 
at  the  sneccsd  of  their  stratagem  and  leaping  forward,  plied 
their  shot  with  terrible  rigidity,  for  every  man  had  several 
nraskets,  and  eadi  mnaket  in  addition  to  its  ordinary  charge 
contained  a  small  cylinder  of  wood  stodc  full  of  wooden 
slogs,  which  scattt  red  like  hail  when  they  were  discharged. 

Once  and  agaiii  the  assailants  nusliLd  up  the  breaches, 
but  the  sword-blades,  immovable  and  impassable,  always 
stopped  the  chaige,  and  the  hiasing  shdls  and  tiiondering 
pofwder-bamb  exploded  nsceasingly.  Hnndreds  of  mcii 
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li;nl  now  fallen,  hundreds  more  were  dropping,  yd  the 
heroic  officers  still  called  aloud  for  new  trials,  and  some- 
times followed  by  many  sometimes  by  few  ascended  the 
roiiiB ;  and  bo  fbrious  were  the  men  themsdlTaEi^  that  in  one 
of  these  chaigee  the  rear  strove  to  posh  the  foiemost  on  to 
the  8W0Td-bhid6fl,  willing  even  to  make  a  bridge  of  their 
writhing  bodies  ;  tlie  others  frustrated  the  attempt  by 
dropping  down,  yet  men  fell  so  fast  from  the  shot  it  waa 
hard  to  say  who  went  down  voluntatilj,  who  were  stricken, 
and  many  stooped  nnhnrt  that  never  rose  again.  Vain 
also  wonld  it  have  been  to  bieak  through  the  sword-blades ; 
for  a  finished  trench  and  parapet  were  behind  the  breach, 
where  the  assailants,  crowded  into  even  a  nair -wd  space 
than  the  ditch  was,  would  still  have  been  separated  irom 
their  enemies,  and  the  slaughter  have  continued. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  dreadful  oonfiiet,  Andrew  Bar* 
naid  had  with  prodigious  efforts  separated  his  division  from 
the  other,  and  preserved  some  degree  of  military  array ;  but 
now  the  tumult  was  such,  no  command  could  be  heard  dis- 
tinctly except  by  tiiosc  close  at  liand,  while  the  mutilated 
carcases  heaped  on  each  other,  and  the  wounded,  stnggling 
to  avoid  being  trampled  upon,  broke  the  formations :  order 
was  impossible !  Nevertheless  oflicers  of  all  .stations,  fol- 
lowed more  or  less  nmnerously  by  the  men,  were  seen  to 
start  out  as  if  struck  by  a  sudden  madness  and  rush  into 
the  breach,  which  yawning  and  glittering  with  steel  seemed 
like  the  mouthy  of  some  huge  dragon  belching  forth  smoke 
and  fiame.  In  one  of  tiiese  attempts  Colonel  Madeod  of  the 
4drd,  whose  feeble  body  would  have  been  qnite  unfit  lor 
war  if  it  had  not  been  snstained  by  an  unconquerable 
spirit,  was  killed.  Wherever  his  voice  was  liciird  there 
his  soldiers  gathered,  and  with  such  strong  resolution  did 
he  lead  them  up  the  ruins,  that  when  one,  falling  behind 
him,  plunged  a  bayonet  into  his  back,  he  complained, 
not,  but  continuing  his  course  was  shot  dead  within  a  yard 
of  the  sword-blades.   There  was  however  no  want  of  gal* 
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lant  leaders  or  despecate  foUowen,  until  two  boon  passed 
in  these  vain  effixris  odnvinoed  the  soldien  the  Trinidad 
was  impregnable;  and  as  the  qiening  in  the  cnrtain, 

dthough  less  stront^,  was  retired,  and  the  approach  impeded 
by  deep  holes  and  cuts  made  in  the  ditoli,  the  troops  did 
not  much  notioe  it  alter  the  partial  failure  of  one  attack, 
which  had  been  made  early.  Gathering  in  dark  groups 
and  leaning  en  their  muskets  they  looked  up  with  sullen 
desperation  at  tiie  Trinidad,  while  the  enemy  stepping  out 
on  the  ramparts  aiul  nimiiii;  their  shots  by  the  light  of  the 
fireballs  which  thej  threw  over,  asked,  as  their  victims 
fell,  Why  they  did  not  come  into  Badajos  f 

In  this  dreadful  situation,  while  the  dead  weie  lying  in 
heaps  and  others  continually  £Uling,  the  wounded  crawling 
about  to  get  some  shelter  iKmi  the  mercQess  shower  aboTe, 
and  withal  a  sickening  stench  from  the  biirnt  iiesh  of  the 
slain,  Captain  Nicholas  of  the  engineers,  was  ohserred  by 
Lieut.  81iaw  of  the  4drd,  making  incredible  efforts  to  force 
his  way  with  a  few  men  into  the  Santa  Maria.  Collecting 
fifty  soldiers  of  all  regiments  he  joined  him,  and  passing  a 
deep  cut  along  Ae  foot  of  this  breach,  these  two  young 
officers,  at  the  head  uf  tiieir  band,  nislied  up  the  slope  of 
the  ruins,  but  ere  they  gained  two-thirds  of  the  ascent, 
a  concentrated  lire  of  musketry  and  grape  dashed  nearly 
the  whole  dead  to  the  earth:  Nicholas  was  mortally 
wounded,  and  the  intrepid  Shaw  stood  alone !  *  After  this 
no  further  effort  was  made  at  any  point,  and  the  troops 
remained  passiTe  but  unflinching  beneath  the  enemy's  shot, 
which  streamed  without  intermission ;  for  many  f  the 
riiiemeu  on  the  glacis,  leaping  early  into  the  ditch,  had 
joined  in  the  assault,  and  the  rest,  raked  by  a  cross-fire  of 
grape  from  the  distant  bastions,  baffled  in  their  aim  by  the 

*  Now  H4or-OcBml  Shaw  Keanadj.  Caf^tam  Nidiolu  when  d|iiig, 
told  tbo  ttorj  of  this  dfott,  adding  tliat  lie  law  Shaw,  wUle  ^na  itandaiK 

alone,  deliberately  pull  out  hit  watch  and  repeating  the  hour  aloud  dadare 
that  the  braach  coald  not  be  cirried  that  night. 
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fmoke  and  flames  tern  4e  e^ksMU,  and  too  £bw  m 
wmAm,  Ind  «ntiral j  ftiled  to  0^  tlM  Fmdi  maricetij. 

About  midnight,  when  two  thousand  brave  men  had 
feTlen,  WuUington,  \\]\<>  was  on  a  heijxlit  close  to  the  qnar- 
xies,  sent  orders  for  the  remainder  to  retire  and  rc-iorm  for 
aaaoondaiBKalt ;  he  had  just  then  heard  that  the  castle 
naa  taken,  and  tiaiiknig  the  ^nemy  wmdd  aliU  keid  oat  in 
town  wtm  Tonhped  to  aasnl  the  hnaches  again.  Thia 
retreat  from  the  ditch  was  not  effected  without  fnrther  car- 
nage and  confusion  ;  for  the  French  fire  never  slackened, 
and  a  cry  arobe  that  the  enemy  were  making  a  sidly  from 
the  flanks,  which  cawed  a  rush  towank  the  laddenu  Then 
tiie  groans  and  lanwfntatifHMi  of  the  wonnded,  who  conld 
not  nMyve  and  espeoted  to  be  slain,  xnoieaaed ;  and  nany 
officers  who  did  not  hear  of  the  older  endeavoured  to  stop 
the  soldiers  from  guinij,  Iniek,  some  would  even  have  re- 
moved the  laddeiii  but  were  unable  to  break  tlie  crowd. 

All  this  time  the  third  division  lay  doee  in  the  castle^ 
■id  either  from  fear  of  riddng  the  loss  of  a  point  which 
insured  ihe  captnse  of  the  phoe,  or  that  the  egran  was  too 
difficult,  made  no  attempt  to  drive  away  the  enemy  from 
the  breaches.  On  the  other  side  }io\\  ever,  the  fifth  division 
had  commenced  the  false  attack  on  the  TardaLeras,  and  on 
the  right  of  the  Guadiana  the  Portugnese  were  sharply 
aagjiged  at  the  bridge ;  thns  the  town  was  giidled  with  fize ; 
Ibr  Walker's  brigade  had,  daring  the  isint  on  the  Farda> 
leras,  escaladed  the  distant  bastion  of  San  Vinoente. 
Moving  up  the  bank  of  the  river,  he  reached  a  French 
guard-house  at  the  barrier-gate  undiscovered,  the  ripple  of 
the  wateni  smothering  the  sound  of  the  footsteps ;  but 
ften  the  explosion  at  the  breaches  todc  phM)e,  the  moon 
dione  ont^  and  tlie  French  sentinels  disooveriag  the  colimui 
fired.  The  British  soldiers,  springing  forward  under  a  sharp 
musketry,  began  to  hew  (h)wn  the  wooden  barrier  at  the 
covered  way,  but  the  Portuguese,  panic-stricken,  threw 
down  the  scaling-ladders ;  the  others  snatched  them  up. 
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and  fonnag  the  baoier  jumped  into  the  didoli;  but  Ifcere  the 
gmdnig  engpsMT  wis  kiUed,  ihaie  mm  &  cvmttt  wMek 
embanMBed  ihe  oohmn,  and  vIkm  tfae  ftwwmogt  men 

sncccialed  in  rearing  the  ladders  they  were  found  too  short, 
for  tlie  wiillis  were  generally  above  thirty  feet  Ligli.  The 
lire  of  the  French  was  deadly,  a  small  miike  was  sprung 
beatBSth  the  soldieis'  feet,  bwns  of  wood  and  live  shells 
were  rolled  over  on  their  heads,  showers  of  grape  fiom  the 
flank  swept  the  ditch,  and  man  after  man  dropped  dead 
from  the  ladders. 

Fortunately  some  of  the  defenders  wm  called  awa^f 
to  aid  in  leooreiing  the  oastle,  ikt  lampsirts  wefe  not  en- 
iudj  maimed,  and  the  assailanis,  haying  dkcomed  a 
oener  of  the  bastion  when  the  scarp  was  only  twmty  ht/t 
hi^h,  placed  three  ladders  under  an  embraiiure  which  had 
no  gun  and  was  only  stopped  with  a  gabion.  Some  men 
got  up  with  difficulty,  Ibr  the  ladders  were  still  too  shert^ 
hot  the  fint  man  being  poshed  np  by  his  oomiades  drew 
athera  after  him  until  many  had  gained  the  summit ;  and 
though  tlij  rrciicli  shot  hca\ily  against  thorn  from  both 
iiankB  and  from  a  house  in  front,  they  thickened  and  could 
not  be  driven  back.  Half  the  4th  Regiment  then  entered 
the  town  itoell  while  the  othecs  pushed  along  the  aanpait 
iowaids  the  breaoh,  and  by  dint  of  hard  fighting  soooes- 
gively  won  three  bastions.  In  the  last,  General  Walker, 
leaping  forward  sword  iu  hand  just  as  a  Frencli  cannon icr 
discharged  a  gun,  fell  with  so  many  wounds  it  was  wonder- 
fid  how  he  sanivedy  and  his  s^diera  seeing  a  lighted 
snatch  on  the  gnrand  eried  ont  a  mine !  At  that  wotd, 
snoh  is  the  power  of  imagination,  those  troops  whom  neither 
the  strong  barrier  nor  the  deep  ditch,  nor  the  high  wnlls, 
nor  the  doadly  lire  of  the  enemy  oould  stop,  gtaggered  back 
%|^MiUed  hj  a  ohimeia  of  thdr  own  raising;  and  in  that 
disocder  a  French  reserve  nnder  General  Teillande  drove 
on  them  with  a  firm  and  rapid  charge,  pitching  SMe  over 
the  walk,  kilimg  uthcrs  outright,  and  cleansing  the  ram- 
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parts  even  to  the  San  Vinoente :  but  there  Leitii  had  placed 

II  battalion  of  the  o8tL,  and  when  the  French  came  up 
shouting  and  slaying  all  before  them,  it  arose,  and  mth. 
one  close  yoUey  destroyed  theuu  Then  the  pamc  ceased, 
and  in  compact  order  the  soldiera  once  more  charged  along 
-the  walls  towavda  the  breaches ;  yet  the  French,  although 
tamed  on  bo^  flanks  and  abandoned  by  fortune,  would 
not  yield. 

Meanwhile  the  detachment  of  the  4th  Regiment  which 
had  entered  the  town  when  the  San  Vinoente  was  first 
canied,  was  strangely  situated ;  for  the  streets  thoo^  emp^ 
were  brilliantly  iUwninated,  no  person  was  seen,  yet  a 
low  bnzst  and  whisper  were  heard  around,  lattices  were  now 
and  then  gently  opened,  and  from  time  to  time  shots  were 
fired  from  underneath  the  doors  of  the  houses  by  the 
Spaniards,  while  the  regiment,  with  bugles  sounding,  ad- 
vanced towards  the  great  square  of  the  town.  In  its  pro- 
gress seyeial  mnles  going  with  ammunition  to  the  breaches 
were  taken,  bat  the  sqoare  was  as  empty  and  silent  as  the 
streets,  and  the  houses  as  bright  with  lamps.  A  terrible 
enchantment  srcmed  to  prevail,  nothinir  to  be  seen  but 
light,  and  only  low  whispers  heard,  while  the  tuiiiult  at  the 
breaches  was  like  the  crashing  thunder:  there  the  fight 
raged,  and  quitting  the  square  the  regiment  attempted  to 
take  the  en wy  in  reverse,  but  they  were  received  with  a 
rolling  musketry,  driven  back  with  loss,  and  resumed  their 
movement  through  the  streets. 

At  last  the  breaches  were  abandoned  by  the  French, 
other  parties  entered  tlie  place,  desultory  combats  took 
place  in  various  parts,  and  finally  Veillande  and  Phillipon, 
both  wounded,  seeing  all  ruined,  passed  the  bridge  with  a 
few  hundred  soldiers  and  entered  San  ChristovaL  Early 
next  morning  they  surrendered  upon  summons  to  Lord 
Pitzroy  Somerset,  who  with  great  readiness  had  pm^hcd 
through  the  town  to  the  drawbridge  ere  the  French  had 
time  to  oxganize  further  resistance  ;  yet  even  at  the  moment 
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of  rum,  this  noble  pjovcraor  hnd  sent  horseiaen  ont  from 
the  fort  in  the  night  to  cairy  the  news  to  Soult  s  army, 
which  they  leaehed  in  time  to  pierent  a  greater  misfortiine. 

Now  commenced  that  wild  and  desperate  wiekednesB, 
which  tarnished  the  lustre  of  the  soldier's  heroism.  All 
indeed  were  not  alike,  hundreds  risked  and  many  lost  their 
liyes  in  striving  to  stop  the  violence ;  hut  madness  gene- 
rally prevailed,  and  the  worst  men  heii^  leaders  all  the 
dieadfkd  passioiui  of  hmnan  nature  were  displayed.  Shame-, 
less  rapacity,  brutal  intemperance,  savage  Inst,  cmelty  and 
murder,  shrieks  and  piteous  lamentations,  groans,  shouts, 
imprecations,  the  hissing  of  lires  bursting  from  the  houses, 
the  erashing  of  doors  and  windows,  and  the  reports  of 
mnskets  used  in  violence  resomided  for  two  days  and 
nights  in  the  streets  of  Badajcs !  On  tiie  third,  when  the 
city  was  sacked,  ^shen  the  soldiers  were  exhausted  by  their 
own  excesses,  the  tumult  rather  subsided  thiiii  was  quelled  : 
the  wounded  men  were  then  looked  to,  the  dead  disposed  of ! 

Five  thousand  men  and  officers  fell  dozing  the  siege, 
including  seven  hundred  Portuguese ;  three  thousand  five 
hundred  were  stricken  in  the  assault,  sixty  officers  and 
more  than  seven  hundred  men  slain  on  the  spot.  Five 
generals,  Kempt,  Harvey,  Bowes,  Golville,  and  Picton  were 
wounded,  the  first  three  severely ;  six  hundred  men  and 
officers  fell  in  the  .  escalade  of  San  Vincente,  as  many  at 
tlie  castle,  and  more  than  two  thousand  at  the  breaches : 
each  division  there  lost  twelve  hundred  !  But  how  deadly 
the  strife  was  at  that  point  may  be  gathered  from  this ; 
the  43rd  and  52nd  regiments  d  the  light  division,  alone 
lost  more  men  than  the  seven  regiments  of  the  third  division 
engaged  at  the  castle ! 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  this  frightful  carnage  took 
place  in  a  space  of  less  than  a  hundred  yards  square. 
That  the  slain  died  not  all  suddenly  nor  hy  one  manner  of 
deadL  That  some  perished  bj  steel,  some  by  shot,  some 
bj  water ;  that  some  were  crodied  and  mangled  by  heavy 
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weights,  some  trampled  upon,  some  dashed  to  atoms  hy  the 
fiery  explosions ;  that  for  hours  this  destruction  was  en- 
dured without  shrinking  and  the  town  waiS  won  at  last : 
th«Be  ifaugB  consideNd  it  must  be  admitted  thai  »  ^tish 
imy  bewB  nitk  H  m  anvfol  ]»ow«r.   And  ftbe  wo«M  k 
be  to      the  Fmuh       Mile  sen,  tiie  garnwii  stood 
and  fought  manfcdly  Mid  with  good  discipline,  beha\^ng 
worthily.    Shame  there  was  none  on  any  side.    Yet  who 
shall  do  justioe  to  the  bravery  of  the  Bntish  soldiecs^?  the 
BoUe  emnlation  of  the  officers  ?   Who  shall  measure  ml 
the  gkcy  oC  Eidge,  id  Maeieed,  el  Nu^oIm,  of  (VHaro 
of  lite  nflee,  who  perisbed  on  the  bveadi  al  the  llead  of  the 
stonners,  and  with  him  nearly  all  the  volunteers  for  that 
desperate  scTvice  ?     Who  sliall  describe  the  springing 
valour  of  that  Portuguese  grenadier  who  was  killed,  the 
teemost  warn.  «t  the  Santa  Maria  ?  or  the  martial  fory  of 
ihafe  deBpmto  iiflimatt»  wiw^  in  bis  resokttoii  to  win, 
thrust  himself  beneatii  the  cUned  swoidrblades,  and  ttoe 
suffered  ibe  enemj  to  dasb  las  bead  to  pieces  with  the  ends 
of  their  muskets  ?    Who  can  sufficiently  hoiiuur  the  intre- 
pidity of  Walker,  of  Shaw,  of  Oanch,  or  tlie  resolution  of 
Feigusoa  of  the  4hkd^  who  haying  at  Rodrigo  xeoeiTed  two 
deep  wennds  wis  hu9  with  kb  barts  still  open  leadiiig 
the  stotmen  of  bis  wgiiwent^  tbe  ilurd  time  a  yokaaketat 
and  ibe  third  time  wowided !    Nor  are  these  selected  ae 
pre-eraijieut  ;  many  aud  signal  were  the  other  examples  of 
unbounded  devotion,  some  known  some  that  will  never  be 
known  ;  for  m,  sofih  a  tumult  muoh  passed  Bnohscrred,  and 
often  the  ohseryers      themselves  ere  tiisj  conld  bear  te»- 
timsny  to  whs*  tbej^SMr:  b«t  no  age,  n»  nation  ever  sent 
forth  braver  troops  to  battle  tiuu»  tine  who  stonoed 
Badajus. 

When  the  havoc  of  the  night  was  told  to  WelHtifrton, 
the  pride  of  conquest  sunk  into  a  passionate  bozst  of  giief 
for  tiie  loss  o£  bis  galknfc  soUisn. 
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TiiE  Eiifjlish  sceneral  desired  to  fiojlit  8onlt  in  Andalusia, 
and  his  cavalry  mndec  Six  Stapleton  Cottoa  Y«ry  soon  ot6£* 
took  tke  bane  and  <bfiea4«d  them  near  Ungi8« 

wiUi  a  I088  to  tilt  lielon  of  iftj  or  UEtjf  omo,  but  to  tlht 
wiqiiubdd  of  tm  or  tkfM  hnndnd,  one  lalf  bebg  pri- 
soners. Uad  that  action  been  rapidly  followed  up  by  a 
powerful  army  a  great  viotfoy  woold  probably  have 
oiQwned  this  oxtiaoidiiUHy  wuiw  ttmpaign,  but  obstacles^ 
untiinelj  and  unexpected,  amflo^  Ai  Bodiigo,  i  Cacloa 
d'Eapana's  oppreflnona  had  enated  a  daagaioas  spirit  in 

thi'  Lrarrir^on,  the  poojile  of  the  vnjinity  wcru  uiiiniieJ,  huth 
that  fortress  and  Ahueida  were  insecure,  and  Marmont  waa 
on  the  Goa.  These  things  were  to  be  remedied  before 
Aadaliwia  eeadd  be  invaded,  let  tbeir  danger  was  not 
aheelnfay  and  WelKngion  lingered  aboat  Badi^,  hoping 
Soolty  in  anger  for  its  fall,  would  risk  a  blow  north  of  the 
Morena^  That  marshal  was  indeed  deeply  muved.  but  the 
Spanish  armies  weare  menacing  beville,  and  the  allies  were 
doable  his  nnaibani;  henee  he  retiEmcd  to  Seville  and 
Wdtiagteo  nasdMd  to  Boos  wkick  Mamont  m  now 
UHraging  niiii  great  wleMe. 

Following  the  letter  not  the  spirit  of  Napoleon's  orders, 
for  he  was  dise^intcnted  at  being  debarred  a  junction  with 
Sonlt,  Marmont  had  reluctantly  made  this  diversion,  and 
seemed  to  have  eakaled  his  iU-niU  by  a  sava^  varfure. 
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Carlos  d'Espana  Hed  before  him,  the  Portugiicsc  militia 
were  disperaed  in  n  skinoish  near  Guarda,  Victor  Alten 
retreated  aorofls  the  TaguB  at  Villa  Velha  whea  the  French 
were  still  fifty  miles  distant,  and  though  personally  a  very 
brave  man  was  so  disturbed  in  judgment  that  he  meditated 
burning  the  bridge  there,  which  would  have  mined  Lord 
Wellington's  combinations.  The  whole  country  was  in 
commotion,  the  population  flying  before  the  rayaging  enemy 
and  dXL  things  in  disorder ;  the  Pofrtuguese  general  Leoor 
alone  preserved  a  martial  attitude  ;  he  checked  the  Frencli 
cavalry,  snved  tlic  magazines  and  hospitaia,  and  hung  upon 
the  French  rear  when  they  retired.  When  the  allies  came 
on  from  Badajos  Mannont  was  at  fint  inclined  to  6ght, 
but  found  it  too  dangerous  6mn  the  flooding  of  the  rivers 
behind  him,  and  it  was  only  by  the  interposition  of  fortune 
that  he  avoided  a  great  disaster.  Finally  lie  retired  to 
Salamanca,  carrying  with  him  as  a  prisoner  Captain  Colqu- 
houn  Grant,  a  scouting  officer  of  great  eminence,  whose 
escape  furnished  an  episode  in  this  war  move  suipiismg 
even  than  that  of  Colonel  Waters. 

This  gentleman,  in  whom  the  utmost  darliiL:  was  bo 
mixed  with  subtlety  of  genius,  and  both  so  tempered  by 
discretion  that  it  is  hard  to  say  which  quality  predo- 
minated, had  been  sent  from  Badajos  to  watch  the  French 
movements.  Attended  by  Leon,  a  Spanish  peasant,  Mik- 
ful  and  quick  of  apprehension,  who  had  been  bis  compa- 
nion on  many  farmer  occasions,  he  rcac^hed  the  Salamanca 
district,  passed  the  Tonnes  in  the  night  in  uniform,  for  he 
never  assumed  any  disguise,  and  remained  three  days  in 
the  midst  of  the  French  camps.  He  obtamed  exact  in- 
formation of  Marmcnt's  object,  of  his  provisions  and  bcs^ 
ling-ladders,  notes  of  wliich  he  sent  to  Wellinirton  from  day 
to  day  by  Spanish  agents.  The  third  night,  some  peasants 
brought  him  an  order  which  said,  the  notorious  Grant 
was  within  the  cirde  of  cantonments  and  the  soldiers  were 
to  strive  for  his  ci^tare,  to  whUb  end  also  guards  were 
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placed  in  a  cirole  nmnd  the  armj.  Giant  oonsulted  the 
peasants,  and  before  daylight  entered  the  village  of  Hnerta 

close  to  a  ford  on  ihc  Tormes.  A  iVench  battalion  ^vas 
there,  and  on  the  other  bank  of  tlu  river  M  tie  cavalry 
-videttcs,  patrolling  hack  and  forward  ibr  the  Bpace  of  three 
hnndred  yards  yet  meeting  always  at  the  fonL 

At  dajli^t,  the  aoldien  being  at  their  alann-post,  he 
iras  secretly  brought  with  his  hone  behind  the  gable  of  a 
house,  which  hid  him  from  the  infantry  and  was  nt  rir  the 
ford.  The  peasants  standiiig  on  louse  Stones  spread  tlicir 
large  cloaks  to  hide  him  from  the  videttes,  he  waited  until 
the  latter  were  separated  the  full  extent  of  their  beat,  and 
then  patting  spun  to  his  hone  dashed  through  tiie  foid 
between  them,  receiyed  their  cross  fire  withont  damage, 
reached  a  wood  where  the  jjuiouit  wad  baiiicd,  and  was 
soon  rejoined  by  Leon. 

Grant  had  before  ascertained  that  ladders  for  stoiming 
«  Bodrigo  were  prepaied,  aod  the  French  offioera  openly 
talked  of  doing  so ;  but  deainng  forther  to  test  this  and 
ascertain  if  Mannont's  march  might  not  finally  be  for 
the  Tagus,  wishinsr  also  to  diocover  the  French  force,  he 
placed  lumaelf  on  a  wooded  hill  near  Tamames  where  the 
road  branched  off  to  the  passes  and  to  Bodrigo.  There 
lying  perdue  while  the  army  passed  in  march,  he  noted 
erdky  battalion  and  gun,  and  finding  all  went  towards  Bod- 
rigo entered  Tamames,  to  find  that,  the  greatest  part 
of  their  scaline- 1  adders  were  Lft  there,  showing  the  inten- 
tion to  storm  liudrigo  was  not  real.  This  it  was  wldch  had 
allayed  Wellington's  fears  for  that  fortress  when  he  sought 
to  entice  Sonlt  to  battle. 

Maimont  tiien  passed  the  Coa,  but  Giant  preceded  him, 
with  intent  to  discorer  if  his  farther  march  woald  be  by 
Guarda  upon  Coimbra,  ur  by  Sabugal  upon  Castello  Branco  ; 
for  to  reach  the  latter  it  was  necessary  to  descend  from  a 
very  high  ridge,  or  rather  succession  of  ridges,  by  a  pass  at 
the  lower  month  of  which  stands  Penamaccr.  Upon  one 
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«f  the  nrfnior  ndges  of  tins  p«B  he  placed  liims^,  think- 
ing the  dwurf  oaks  covering  the  hill  would  secnre  him  from 
diBco^ery  ;  but  from  the  higher  ridge  the  French  detected 
his  moYementSr  with  their  gltigpn,  and  ia  »  lew  moments 
hmk,  whoea  Ijnx  cyet  ymm  tbrnyg  «b  the  wvteh,  mIM 
oat,  the  FrmAl  ^  FnnAi  Scoom  dngooBS  mm 
galloping  Tip,  Ghb*  nd  his  folkmr  teted  kte  tlie  wood 
for  a  little  space  and  then  snddenly  wbeelinc:  rode  off  in  a 
diiierent  diiectujii  ;  at  every  turn  new  enemies  appeared, 
and  at  last  the  hunted  men  dismouiited  and  Hed  on  foot 
iiinai^  bw  oaks ;  hoi  agai&  thflQfc  ipm  net  by  iD^^ 
dalaciiBd  in  snail  paitici  do<wii  Hio  ndca  of  tin  paM  and 
^fficted  in  liiev  chaso  \ff  tlio  wanrm^  of  Imfai  on  tho  nd^o 
above.  Leon  fell  exhausted,  and  those  who  first  came  up 
killed  him  in.  dei>pite  of  hia  con^panion  d  entseatiei :  a  bai- 
harous  action  i 

GfHrt  tii0]F  onnad  to  MwiMt,  wfaa  invited  him  to 
dinMr  and  tfao  oouvcnakim  tMmedr  on  tibe  pnaonflE^s  nt- 
pUntu  The  Pxendi  nanbd  mI  he  had  be«i  long  ob  ^ 
watch,  knew  all  his  captive's  baiiius  and  disguises,  and 
discovered  that  only  the  night  before  he  Iiad  slept  in  the 
French  head-quarters,  with  othar  advenUises  which  had 
Mi  happeaedy  ftr  tioa  Cbaafe  mrer  weed  diifgoiBe ;  hoi 
tbna  waa  aBoAar  Chwl^  toj  nauakaUa  ia  Mb  nay*  ^vho 
waed  to  mudn  fer  noiite  m  ikm  FiwdA  qwarten^  viiiig 
all  manner  of  disguises ;  hence  the  similarity  of  names 
caused  the  actions  of  both  to  be  attributed  to  one,  and  that 
is  the  only  palliatiyo  for  Mamumli's  subsequent  ooBdnct. 

TnatiDg  Ins  pomar  wiih  appaiant  kindnsss,  k  ex- 
acted from  him  an  especial  parole  thai  he  woaid  net  admii 
ft  lesene  hy  the  FaHidnn  wiiOe  his  70imM7  trough 
Spain  to  France  :  this  secured  his  captive,  though  Welling- 
ton offered  two  thousand  dollars  to  any  guerilla  chief  who 
should  reoow  him.  The  exaetioix  of  such  a  parole  was  a 
tacii«Dmplim«ii  totiienaB;  hni  Mamoal  stniftletter 
mtili  tbeeecQittBtlie^yeanrof  B«y€ime^  is  wUehy  still 
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m  enw  M  t»       bog  iMk  MiB  GiH^  ht  MgnateihiB 

captive  as  a  dangerevs  spy  yrho  ImA.  ^gmtYs/Brnkb  mUbki^ 

and  whom  he  liad  not  executed  on  the  spot  out  of  respect 
to  something  resembling  muibnn  which  he  wore :  he  there^ 
im  deoMd^  that  at  Bayonae  ht  abould  be  plMed  in  irons 
md  Mt  to  PttML    Tlib  w  so  liltia  m  anivd  vifek 

iirant  wad  made  ac4^uainted  with  the  letter. 

At  BajiHme,  in  oidinajcy  cases,  the  custom  was  for 
prisoneis  to  watt  on  the  amlhonties  and  xieomo  passportB 
teVodnn;  this  was  dose;  ^ekhherwM  puponl^  de» 
layed,  and  Gnat  wHk  sagaoimu  boUnen  rafrvDod  hmn 
escaping  town  i  d  s  the  Pyrenees.  Judging,  that  if  the 
govtriior  did  not  rcuiipture  him  at  once  he  would  entirely 
aeppress  the  letter  and  let  the  mattor  diop,  he  asked 
«t  tiM  holds  if  mj  JitwkoBmwufsmg  to  Pacis^  and 
&idiog  General  Soobam,  llien  «b  Mi  wtaiiii  flwm  Speia,  was 
80  bent,  he  introduced  hin^elf,  requesting  permission  to 
join  his  party.  The  oth^  readily  assented,  and  while  thus 
trayeliiDg  the  genciad,  nnacqnainted  with  Majmont's  in- 
tntions,  often  rallied  Ihb  mspaaion  abeat  bis  adventanrai, 
1M»  itoilriiig  fae  was  than  an  lastrnMBt  to  Inrwaid  llie 
awt  fengmwi  mi  drimof  tben  aU. 

In  ])ti.>sinji^  throucrh  Orleans,  Grant  1>y  a  species  of  in- 
tuition discovered  a  ^cret  Engliish  agent,  and  from  him 
laoeived  a  recommendation  to  another  in  Pans.  He  looked 
mfoia  Maownl'a  denble-dealiaf;^  and  tiis  eiqpMsed  desigB 
ts  tnka  aiway  bis  lift,  as  otfuifabnt  to  a  disdMuge  of  bis 
}*arole,  which  was  morcuver  only  given  with  respect  to 
iSpain  ;  hence  on  reachinj!^  l^aris  he  tf)ok  leave  of  Souham, 
opes^  an  mtereoiirse  with  the  Parisian  agent  and  obtained 
mnefy.  He  wo«kl  »ot  go  befian  tbs  pobce  to  bsye  bis 
passport  eaaauBedy  but  took  lodgings  bi  a  pabKe  skMst 
frequented  tbe  coffee-bouses  and  visited  the  theatres,  lor 
the  secret  agent,  intimately  connected  with  the  j)oiice, 
aoon  ascertained  that  bis  eaeape  bad  been  anaoticsd 
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After  several  weeks,  the  a^nt  told  liirn  a  passport  was 
leady  for  one  Jonathan  Back,  an  Ameiican  who  had  died 
saddenly  on  the  day  it  was  to  be  daimed.  Oiant  demanded 
the  passport  and  instantly  departed  for  the  month  of  tiie 
Loire,  where,  for  reasons  not  necessary  to  mention,  he  ex- 
pected more  assi^titiice.  New  ditlirulties  awaited  him,  yet 
they  were  overcome  by  fresh  exertions  of  his  surprising 
talent,  whioh  fortnne  seemed  to  delist  in  aiding.  Having 
taken  a  passage  in  an  American  ship  its  departare  was  nn- 
expectedly  delayed  ;  but  he  frankly  told  his  situation  to 
the  captain,  wlio  desired  hira  to  become  a  discontented 
seaman,  gave  him  sailor  s  clothing  with  forty  doilars,  and 
sent  him  to  lodge  the  money  in  the  Amerioan  consul's 
hands  as  a  pledge  that  he  wonld  prosecnte  for  ill  nsage 
when  he  reached  the  United  States :  this  hmg  the  emtorn, 
the  consul  j?ave  him  a  certificate  to  pa^s  from  port  to  port 
as  a  dischaiged  sailor  seeking  a  ship. 

A  promise  of  ten  Napoleons  induced  a  French  boatman 
to  row  him  in  the  night  to  a  small  island,  where,  by  nsage, 
En^^lish  yessels  watered  nnmolested  and  permitted  the  few 
inhabitants  to  fish  and  traffic  without  intern iptiun.  The 
masts  of  the  British  ships  were  dimly  seen  beyond  the 
island,  the  termination  of  all  Qrant's  toils  seemed  at  hand, 
when  the  boatman  from  fear  or  malice  retomed  to  port 
Some  men  wonld  have  striked  in  desperation  to  force  for- 
tune and  so  liave  j)crished;  others  would  liave  sunk  in 
despair ;  the  money  promised  was  all  Grant  had  and  the 
boatman  demanded  full  payment ;  bat  with  inexpressible 
coolness  he  gave  him  one  piece  and  a  rebuke  for  his  mis- 
conduct ;  the  other  threatened  a  reference  to  the  police  yet 
found  himself  overmatched  in  subtlety :  his  opponent  re- 
plied that  he  wonld  then  denounce  hira  as  aiding  the 
escape  of  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  adduce  the  price  of  his 
boat  aa  a  proof  of  his  guilt ! 

An  old  fisherman  was  afterwards  engaged  and  faithfully 
performed  his  bargain,  but  there  were  no  English  vessels 
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near  the  island ;  however  the  fisherman  caught  some  fish, 
with  which  lie  sailed  towards  the  M  Utiiward  where  he  had 
heard  of  an  English  ship  of  war.  A  glimpse  was  obtained 
and  thej  were  steenng  i^mi  way  when  a  akot  fnm  a  ooast- 
batteiy  brought  them  to,  and  a  boat  with  soldieiB  put  off 
to  bond.  The  fisherman  was  steadfiist  and  trae.  He 
called  Umut  hi6  son,  and  the  .-^uMit.  rs  were  only  sent  to 
warn  them  not  to  pass  the  hattery  because  an  English 
vessel,  the  one  they  were  in  search  of,  was  on  the  coast. 
The  old  man  bxibed  the  soldien  with  his  fish,  assuring  them 
he  mnst  go  with  his  son  or  they  would  starve,  and  he  was 
80  well  aeqnainted  with  the  eoast  he  oonld  easOy  escape  the 
enemy.  Being  desired  to  wait  till  night  and  then  de- 
part, he,  under  pretence  of  avoidin^^  the  English  vessel 
made  the  soldiers  point  out  her  hearings  so  exactly  that 
when  darkness  fell  he  run  her  straight  on  board,  and  the 
intiqHid  Giant  stood  in  safety  on  tiie  qnarter-deok. 

In  England  he  got  permission  to  choose  a  French  offioer 
to  exchange,  that  no  doubt  might  remain  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  his  escape,  and  great  was  his  :istunii?liment  to 
find  in  the  lar&t  prison  he  visited  the  uld  tisherman  and 
his  real  son,  who  had  been  captured  notwithstanding  a 
protection  given  to  them  for  their  services.  Grant,  whose 
generosity  and  benevolence  were  as  remarkable  as  the 
qualities  of  his  understanding,  soon  obtained  their  release, 
sent  them  with  :i  suiu  ot  money  to  France,  returned  to  the 
Peninsula,  and  within  four  months  from  the  date  of  his 
first  capture  was  agpun  on  the  Tonnes,  watching  Mannont's 
anny  as  befora  Other  adTentnies  ooold  be  mentioned  of 
this  generous  and  spirited,  yet  gentle-minded  man,  who, 
having  served  his  country  nobly  in  every  climate,  died  a 
victim  to  continual  hardships. 


Digitized  by  Google 


190  ALUABAX^  HAY,  1812.  [Bmvxi. 

SUEPEISE  OF  ALMA&AZ. 

So  many  obstacles,  military  and  political,  were  to  be 
overcome  before  Andalusia  ooold  be  invaded,  tiiat  Lord 
WeUingloai  Mogaad  that  piojeot  «ad  meditated  inBtead 
■n  ateok  oa  Ifmont   To  obttin  iwcoeflB  it  ww  Mm- 

tial  to  isolate  him  as  modi  as  possible,  and  in  that  wkm 

variuiLS  cum Ijiniit ions  were  matured  :  but  tlio  most  important 
stroke  was  to  destroy  the  bridge  and  forte  at  Aimaraz  on 
the  Tagos.   Strong  in  wocks,  that  place  was  also  a  gnst 

^lifl^B^i^b  ^ioflf  it^tlRBfl  40ife^l  ^^Ot^'^By  t^l^^L  l^Q^t  ^^J^lj^  ^Gft^Sl^^^bSiA^sjL  ilfe^^ 

paiottgc  of  the  Tagu^j  for  xiaiifotoeiiM»tB  oomiagibom  Sm^ 
but  was  snfficient  to  serve  a«  a  base  and  pboe  of  arms  ler 

an  army  to  operate  on  the  rciir  and  flank  of  the  lintish,  if 
they  engagcd.with  Marmout  in  Castile.  General  Hill,  who 
remained  with  a  foroe  in  the  Akmtejo,  was  chaiged  mAi 
this  gseit  a»d  dsBgeroos  oiteipEise,  for  a  dear  nader- 
gtendiag  of  whibh  -the  nature  of  tha  coontiy  sniBt  be 
described. 

The  left  Inuik  <if  the  Tagus,  fmni  Toledo  to  Almamz,  is 
lined  with  rugged  mountains,  di&cult  for  small  bodies  im- 
practicable for  an  army.  From  Almaraz  to  the  frontier  of 
PortBgal  the  banks  aie  more  open,  yet  stili  difficnit,  huA 
tiie  Tagns  was  only  to  be  oioflBed  at  oertain  points^  to  whiok 
bad  roads  led.  From  AlmaraE  to  Aloantaia  the  bridi^ 
both  those  included,  were  ruined,  ai»l  those  of  Ar/.(>l)ispo 
and  Talavera  above  Almaraz  were  of  little  value  because 
of  the  nigged  mountains.  Soult's  pontoon  equipage  had 
been  ci^tiiied  in  Badajos,  and  the  ^enoli  ooaUl  oidy  croas 
tiie  Tagos  between  Toledo  and  the  frontier  of  Portugal 
by  Marmont's  boat  bridge  at  Almaraa,  to  seenre  whidi  ho 
bad  constructed  three  strong  forts  and  a  bridgc-htad. 

The  first,  called  Ragusa,  contained  stores  and  provisions, 
and  was,  though  not  finished,  exceedingly  strong  ;  it  had 
a  loopholed  stone  tower  twent^-fiive  feet  high  within,  and 
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tras  flanked  without  by  a  field-work  near  the  bridge.  This 
was  on  the  north  baiik.  On  the  south  Lank  the  bridge 
had  A  fortified  head  of  masonry,  wbidi  was  again  flanked 
hf  a  raioak  caUed  Fort  Nafoleon,  pboed  <m  a  height  % 
little  in  advaaoe ;  but  nperfeotlj  oMtracted,  inasmveh 
as  a  iride  berm  in  the  middle  of  the  scarp  {nmished  a 
lauding- plac^  for  troops  est  aladinj^.  It  was  yet  strong, 
becanse  it  contained  a  second  intetior  defence  or  retrench- 
fliMity  inth  a  ioopholed  itone  tow«r,  ^  ^tch,  dzawfandge, 
pafisadM. 

These  forti  and  iho  Ividge-head  were  aoned  with  eighteen 

guns  and  crarrisoned  with  eleven  hundred  men,  which 
rnsured  command  of  the  riyer;  but  the  mountains  on 
the  left  bank  preduded  the  pMBUge  of  ui  array  towacds 
Iiofwcr  Eeticnadiiia)  save  by  the  wyA  road  to  TnudUo, 
irhM,  mileB  from  the  Tagne,  weat  over  the  lofty  rugged 
Mir:0  cte  ridge  ;  to  secure  the  Bumniit  of  this,  the  French 
had  drawn  a  line  of  works  across  the  throat  of  the  pass ; 
that  is  to  eay,  a  large  fortified  house  waa  connected  by 
■■aUer  |io0ia  with  the  ancient  watdi-tovrer  of  Miiabete, 
whiefa  oontamed  eight  guns  and  m  snnoimded  by  a 
rampart  twelve  feet  high. 

If  all  these  works,  and  a  road  which  Marmont,  following 
the  tnices  of  an  ancient  lioman  way,  was  now  openiiig 
aevofls  the  Gvedoe  nuwtiins,  had  been  finished,  the  oom- 
mnmcatioii  of  the  Franoh,  though  curcnitouB,  would  have 
been  rery  good  and  secure.  Wellington  feared  that  accom- 
pIiDliiaent  and  designed  to  surprise  Almaraz  previous  to 
the  siege  of  Badajos,  when  the  redoubts  were  ffxr  from  com- 
plete; hat  thePortogiiesegoyeiameiitiiegleotedtofBmiBh 
Ab  mans  of  imasportiiig  the  artilleiy  from  Lisbon  and 
he  was  baffled.  Hill  now  marohed  to  attempt  it  with  a 
force  of  six  tliousand  men,  includino:  four  hundred  caTah^, 
two  held  brigades  of  artillery,  a  pontoon  equipage,  and  a 
battciriag-faain  of  six  in»  twenty-f our-pound  howit^sm  But 
liie  «iiteifiiae  was  beooiae  mm  difficolt   For  idiea  the 
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amy  iras  imind  BadajoB  anlj  the  resistance  of  ihe  forbi 
was  to  be  looked  to ;  now  Foy's  division  of  Marmont's 

army  was  in  the  valley  of  the  Tagus,  and  troops  from  the 
king's  army  occupied  Talaveni.  i)rouet  was  also  with 
eiglit  or  nine  thousand  men  neax  Medellin,  and  closer  to 
Merida  than  Hill  was  to  Almaraz ;  he  might  therefora 
intercept  the  latter's  letzeat — and  the  king's  ordeca  wm 
imperatiTe  titat  lie  shonld  bing  on  the  iinglish  foiee  in 
Estrcmadura.  Hill  had  therefore  to  steer,  going  and 
coming,  through  all  thtoc  lorces  with  an  unmeldy  convoy, 
and  as  it  were,  blot  out  their  strong  place  without  a  batUe. 

Wellington  now  took  many  pxecantiona  to  diyert  the 
French  attention  to  other  points,  and  to  fntnish  sapport 
withont  indicating  the  true  object ;  and  Hill,  though  dan- 
gerously delayed  by  the  difficulty  of  restoring  the  bridge  of 
Merida,  which  he  had  himself  destroyed  during  the  siege  of 
Badajos,  crossed  the  Guadiana  ^vith  six  thousand  men, 
twelve  £eld-pieoeB,  pontoons,  battering-train  and  fifty 
conntry  carts,  conyeying  mateiial  and  anunnnition. 

The  15th  he  reached  Tnuullo,  and  daring  his  march  the 
guerillas  of  the  Guadalupe  mountains  made  demonstrations 
at  different  points,  between  Almaraz  and  ArzobiBpo,  as  if 
seeking  a  place  to  cast  a  bridge  that  he  might  join  Wel- 
lington. Foy  was  deceived  by  these  feints,  for  his  spies  at 
Tmzillo  had  told  him  of  the  passage  of  the  Gnadiana» 
but  said  Hill  had  fifteen  thousand  men,  and  that  two 
brigades  of  cavalry  were  following :  one  report  even  stated 
that  thirty  thousand  men  had  entered  Truxillo,  whereas 
there  were  less  than  six  thousand  of  all  arms. 

Early  on  the  16th  the  armament  reached  Jaraicejo, 
formed  tiiree  columiis,  and  made  a  night  march,  intending 
to  surprise  at  the  same  moment,  the  tower  cl  Ifirabete  the 
fortified  house  in  the  pass  and  the  forts  at  the  bridge  of 
Ahaaraz.  The  left  column,  directed  against  the  tower, 
was  commanded  by  General  Chowne.  The  centre,  with 
the  dragoons  and  artillery,  moved  by  the  royal  road  under 
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General  L<mg.  The  right,  oompoaed  of  the  50th,  7l8t, 
and  92nd  r^ments,  under  Hill  in  person,  was  to  penetrate 

by  the  narrow  and  difficult  way  of  Roman  Gordo  airaiust 
the  forts  of  the  bridge.  Day  broke  before  any  column 
leached  its  destination,  and  all  hopes  of  a  surprise  were 
extingoiBhed :  an  nntowaid  beginning,  nnaToidable  with 
the  right  and  centre  colmnn  becanse  of  the  bad  roads,  bnt 
Chowne  was  negligent,  for  the  Mirabete  tower  might  Lave 
been  assaulted  before  dayli*^ht. 

Hill  now  saw  that  to  reduce  the  Mirabete  works  in  the 
paea,  he  most  incur  more  loss  than  was  justifiable,  and 
be  in  such  plight  that  he  could  not  finally  carry  the  forts 
below  ;  yet  it  was  only  through  the  pass  the  artillery  coidd 
move  against  the  bridge.  In  this  dilemma,  after  losing  the 
17th  and  part  of  the  18th,  in  fruitless  attempts  to  discover 
some  opening  through  which  to  reach  Almaraz  with  his 
guns,  he  lesohed  to  leaye  them  on  the  Sierra  with  the 
centre  coltmm,  make  a  false  attack  on  the  tower  with 
Chovvne's  troops,  and  in  person,  witli  the  right  column, 
secretly  penetrate  by  tlie  scarcely  j)racticablc  line  of  itoman 
Gordo  to  the  bridge,  intent,  with  infantry  alone,  to  storm 
works  which  were  defended  by  eighteen  pieces  of  artillery 
and  powerful  ganisons ! 

This  resolution  was  even  more  hardy  than  it  appears 
without  a  reference  to  the  general  state  of  affairs.  His 
march  had  been  one  of  secrecy,  amidst  various  divisions  of 
the  enemy;  he  was  four  days'  jonmeyfrom  Merida,  his 
first  point  of  retreat ;  he  expected  I>ronet  to  be  reinforced 
and  advance ;  and  hence,  whether  defeated  or  victorious  at 
Aliiiitruz,  \ii6  icti'cilt  would  be  very  dangerous  ;  exceedingly 
so  if  defeated,  becauisc  lus  iiiie  British  troops  could  not  be 
repulsed  with  a  small  loss,  and  he  would  have  to  fall  back 
through  a  difficult  country,  with  his  best  soldiers  dispirited 
by  fsilme  and  burthened  by  numbers  of  wounded  men. 
Then  harassed  on  one  side  by  Drouet,  pursued  by  Foy  and 
D'Armagnac  on  the  other,  he  would  have  been  exposed  to 
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the  grcatc^c  misfortunes,  every  slanderous  tongue  would 
hnve  Heen  let  loose  on  the  rashness  of  ut tacking  impreg- 
nable forts,  and  a  military  cnxeer,  hitherto  so  glorious, 
might  hftTe  terminal^  in  shame;  Devoid  «f  intmsted 
ambitioii,  he  vai  vnahakeii  by  such  iem,  and  remained 
concealed  until  the  eyening  of  the  18th,  when  he  com- 
menced the  descent,  with  desifm  to  escalade  the  Fort  Napo- 
leon before  daylight.  The  march  was  less  than  slx  imies,  but 
the  head  of  the  troops  only  leaehed  the  fort  a  little  before 
daylii^t,  the  rsMT  was  distent,  and  it  was  doahtfiil  if  the 
scaling  laddm,  eat  in  halfes  to  tiiread  the  shoit  namw 
turns  in  the  precipitous  descent,  would  serve  for  an  assault. 
8vHie  small  hills  concealed  the  head  of  the  column,  and  ut 
that  moment  Ghowne  commeneed  his  hXse  attack  at  Mira- 
bete.  Pillan  of  white  smoke  rose  on  the  k>fiy  hiow  of  the 
Sierra,  the  heavy  sound  of  artilleiy  came  rdlliBg  over  the 
vallcY,  and  the  garrison  of  Fort  Napoleon,  crowding  on  the 
ramparts,  were  ^luing  at  those  portent  ;.us  oigns  of  war, 
when,  quick  and  loud,  a  British  shout  broke  on  their  ears, 
and  gallantly  the  50th  regiment  and  a  wii^  of  the  7lst 
came  bonnding  over  the  low  hilk 

Surprised  the  French  were  to  see  an  enemy  so  dose 
while  the  Mirahete  was  still  defended,  yet  they  were  not 
unprepared  j  a  patrol  of  Englitsh  cavalry  had  been  seen 
fxfm  the  f<  rt  on  the  17th,  and  in  the  evening  el  the  ISth  a 
woman  had  given  exact  infonnation  of  Hill's  nnmbem  and 
designs.  This  intelligence  had  cansed  the  commandant, 
Aubert,  to  mareli  in  tlkc  niulit  with  reinforcements  to  Fort 
iS'apoleon,  whieli  was  ihercibre  defended  by  six  companies 
ready  to  fight,  and  when  the  first  shout  was  heard  they 
smote  with  musketry  and  aitilleiy  on  the  British  front, 
while  the  gone  of  Fort  Ragusa  took  them  in  flank.  A 
rise  of  ground,  twenty  yards  from  the  ramparts,  soon  covered 
the  assailants  from  the  front  fire,  and  General  Howard, 
leading  witli  the  foremo^it  into  the  ditch,  commenced  the 
escaUbde.   The  breadth  of  the  beim  kept  off  the  ends  of 
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the  ahorteoed  laddeift  from  ihe  parapet,  b«t  the  iini  men 

jumped  on  to  the  benn  itself  and  drawing  up  tlie  ladders 
planted  them  there ;  then  with  a  seconcl  escalade  they  won 
the  rampart  and  closely  %htmg  ail  went  togetkeir  into  the 
letrepohmeint  loand  the  glqno  tcror.  Aubert  waa  wemiddd 
and  taken,  and  ike  gamaon  fled  towaida  the  bridge-head, 
but  the  victcmous  troops  would  not  be  shaken  off,  they 
entered  that  work  also  in  one  confused  mass  with  the 
fugitives,  who  continued  their  flight  over  the  bndge  itaelfl 
Still  the  British  mldiers  pushed  their  headlong  ehaige, 
alajing  the  hindnesl,  and  thcjironild  ha^  pawed  iheriirar 
if  aome  of  the  boats  had  nol  beea  desfcKiyed  bj  straj  ahote 
Ixom  the  forts,  which  were  now  sharyily  eaiiTiuTiading  each 
other,  for  the  artilleiy-mea  had  turned  the  guns  of  Kapoleon 
on  Fcfft  Rao^usa. 

Many  Fieneh  leaping  into  the  vaier  wm  drowned,  the 
greatest  pari  were  made  priacmers,  and  to  the  amaaemeni 
of  the  conquerorij  the  pauiu  pervaded  the  othtr  side  of 
the  river,  where  the  garrison  of  Ragusa,  though  per- 
fectly safe,  fled  with  the  others  i  Some  grenadiers  of  the 
02ad,  swimming  over,  baooght  baek  boats,  with  whiek 
the  biidge  was  rest(»ed ;  the  iowcis  and  works  of  Bagnsa 
were  then  destroyed,  and  the  stores  ammunition  provisions 
and  boats  burned.  In  the  night  the  troops  returned  to 
the  Mirabete  ridge  with  the  colours  of  the  foreign  zegi« 
ment  and  two  hnndfied  and  fi%  piisonen,  inolnding  a 
ranmaadant  and  sixteen  other  officess,  their  own  loss  being 
a  hundred  and  eighty  men.  One  officer  of  artillery  was 
killed  by  his  o\^ti  mine,  placed  iur  the  destructiuu  of  the 
tower,  but  the  only  oflicer  slain  in  the  assault  waa  Captain 
Candler,  a  bfave  man,  who  fell  leading  the  gieaadieis  of 
the  50th  am  to  the  lanq^  of  Fort  Napoleon. 

Rapidity  was  an  essential  cause  of  this  saoocaB.  Foj  had 
ordered  D'Aimagnac  to  niuforce  the  forts  with  a  hatLalion, 
"whicli  might  liuve  entered  Fort  Kaguba  early  in  the  morn- 
ing id  the  l^tk ;  bnt  instead  ef  marohing  before  daj*hreak, 
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it  did  not  move  until  eleven  o'clock,  and  meeting  the 
fugitives  on  the  road  caught  the  panic. 

Hill  was  about  to  reduce  the  works  at  Mirabete,  when 
Sir  W.  Eiskine,  oonfbBed  by  the  French  moTements,  gare 
a  Mse  akffin,  which  caused  a  retreat  on  Merida,  and  Wel- 
lington, in  reference  to  Erskine,  told  the  ministers,  that 
his  generals,  stout  in  acti<^n  persontJly  as  the  poorest 
soldiers,  were  overwhelmed  with  fear  of  lesponsibihty  when 
left  to  themselves :  the  slightest  movement  of  an  enemy 
deprived  ihem  of  judgment  Bnt  every  officer  knew,  that 
without  powerful  interest  his  future  prosj)ects  and  past 
services  would  wither  under  tlie  blighi  of  a  dij^aster  ;  that 
a  selhsh  government  would  instantly  ofer  him  as  a  victim 
to  a  misjadging  public  and  a  ribald  press,  with  which 
success  is  the  only  criterion  of  merit.  English  generals 
are,  and  must  be,  prodigal  of  their  blood  to  gain  reputation  ; 
bnt  I  lie)  are  timid  in  command,  hecause  a  single  failure 
without  a  hnXt  consigns  them  to  shame  and  abuse. 

Having  resumed  his  former  position,  Hill  engaged  in  a 
series  of  maiches  and  countermarches  against  Drouet,  yet 
no  action  ocenrred,  save  one  between  (General  Slade  and 
General  LalleniunJe,  who  met,  with  two  regiments  of  dra- 
goons on  each  side.*  blade,  contrary  to  orders,  drove  back 
the  French  horsemen  for  eight  miles,  and  through  the 
defile  of  Maquilla  he  followed  in  disorder ;  but  in  the  plain 
beyond  stood  Lallemande's  reserves,  with  which  he  broke 
the  disorderly  muis,  killed  or  wounded  fifty,  pursued  for 
six  miles  and  took  a  hundred  priooners.  Two  days  after, 
the  Austrian  Strenowitz,  having  but  hfty  men  of  Blade's 
dragoons,  recovered  all  the  wounded  prifonen,  defeated 
eighty  French,  killed  many  and  took  twenty-six :  such  is 
the  differenee  between  mere  dash  and  military  skill. 

In  the  summer  of  1812  Lord  Wellington  resolved  to 
fiiiht  Marmont  There  were  many  reasons  for  this,  but 
til  >  principal  one  was,  that  Napoleon  being  in  the  heart  of 
Bussia  and  his  own  anny  stronger,  especially  in  cavaby. 
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than  it  had.  yet  been  or  was  likely  to  bo,  if  he  did  not 
then  strike  no  better  opportunitj  could  be  expected.  Bat 
though  he  had  ninety  thonaaad  men,  firitiflh  and  Portu- 
giieeey  rix  thonsand  were  in  Cadiz,  and  the  Walcheren 
expedition  was  still  to  be  atoned  for ;  the  regiments  which 
Lad  served  there  were  so  sickly  that  only  thirty-two  thou- 
sand British  were  in  linej  yet  to  these  he  could  join 
tventy-hve  thousand  Portuguese,  making  fifty-seven  thou- 
sand sabres  and  bayonets,  which  he  judged  soffioieni  .  Of 
this  force  HiH  had  seventeen  thousand,  two  thousand  being 
cavalry  ^nth  twenty-four  guns.  General  1)  Urban  was 
with  twelve  hundred  Portuguese  horsemen  in  the  Tras  Os 
Montes,  and  was  to  cooperate  with  Wellington,  who  had 
therefinre  nearly  forty  thousand  of  all  aims,  three  thousand 
fiye  hundred  being  cavalry,  with  fifty-four  guns. 

Abnaraz  bridge  had  been  destroyed  to  lengthen  the 
French  lateral  line  of  conmiuuication  ;  Alcnntara  was  now 
repaired  to  shorten  the  British  line ;  and  thougli  the  break 
in  that  stupendous  structure  was  ninety  feet  wide  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty  above  the  water,  the  genius  of 
Colonel  Sturgeon  overcame  the  difficulty.  Hill's  army  was 
thus  brought  ii  lurtnight  nearer  to  Wellinj^ton  than  Drouet 
was  to  Marmont,  if  both  marched  with  artillery ;  and  as  the 
amy  of  the  centre  was,  by  the  king's  misrule,  in  a  state  of 
great  disorder,  Maimont  was  for  a  time  isolated  horn  all 
the  otiier  armies  save  that  of  the  north,  now  under  General 
Ca^arelli,  who  was  however  occupied  by  maritime  expedi- 
tions £tom  Coruna. 

Marmont  was  a  man  to  be  feared.  He  was  quick  of 
apprehension,  morally  and  physically  brave,  scientific,  used 
to  war,  strong  of  body,  in  the  prime  of  life,  eager  for  glory ; 
and  though  neither  a  great  nor  a  fortunate  commander, 
such  a  one  as  might  bear  the  test  of  fire.  He  liiui  btrongly 
fikrtified  three  convents  at  Salamanca,  and  having  about 
twenty-five  thousand  men  in  hand,  demanded  aid  fiom  the 
king,  ficom  Sodt,  and  firam  the  amy  of  the  ivirtli.  His 
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design  was  to  dispute  the  Tonnes  and  Douro  in  succession, 
the  first  by  liis  forts,  the  second  with  an  army,  which  he 
oonld  augment  to  foftynsiz  thouBand  without  extratieoiis 
aid  bj  calling  Bonet's  di'virion  from  the  Astmias. 

On  the  13th  of  June  Wellineton  advanced  to  the 
Tomiea.  The  hrid^  of  Salamanca  wa5?  ban'cd  by  the 
French  forts,  all  the  others  had  been  destroyed  save  that 
of  Aiba  de  ToimeB,  the  castle  of  which  waa  ganisotied ; 
ili^  allies  however  paaed  the  river  alwye  and  Mow  8ala» 
manca  by  the  fords  of  Santa  Marta  and  Los  Cantos,  and 
General  Clinton  invented  the  forts  with  the  sixth  division. 
Manuont,  who  had  two  divisioiis  and  some  cavalry,  retired 
by  the  foad  of  Ton>.  Salamanca  then  became  a  scene  of 
rejoicing.  The  houses  were  illuminated,  the  people,  shoot- 
ing singing  and  weeping  for  joy,  gave  Wellington  their 
welcome  while  his  army  took  a  position  on  the  hiU  of  San 
Ghristoval  live  miles  in  advance. 

4 

SIBOB  OF  THE  SALAMANCA  FORTS, 

Clinton  had  only  four  heavy  guns  and  three  twenty-four 
pound  howitzers,  but  the  train  used  by  Hill  at  Aimaraz 
had  passed  the  Tagus  at  Alcantara  on  its  way  up.  The 
strength  of  the  forts  had  however  been  nndernestimated. 
They  contained  eight  hnndred  men, and  that  of  San  Vicente^ 
placed  on  a  per[>endicular  cliff  overhanging  the  Tonnes, 
had  a  fortified  convent  within,  was  well  flanked  and 
separated  by  a  deep  ravine  from  the  other  forts :  these  last, 
called  San  Cajetano  and  La  Merced,  were  smaller  and  of  a 
sqnare  form,  yet  with  bomb-proo£i  and  deep  ditches. 

The  encrineer  Bur;^^ii\Tie,  directing  the  siege,  commenced 
a  batteiy  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  Vicente,  and 
as  the  ruins  of  convents  destroyed  to  make  the  forts  ren- 
dered it  imposaUe  to  excavate,  earth  was  brought  from  a 
distance ;  bnt  the  moon  was  np,  the  night  short,  the  Fr^di 
mnsketiy  heavy,  the  sixth  division  inexp^enced,  a|id  at 
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daybreak  the  battery  was  still  iiiipcrfcct  Meanwhile  an 
attempt  was  made  to  attach  the  miner  secretly  to  the  coun- 
tcracaip,  but  the  vigiltuice  of  a  trained  dog  bafiied  this 
des^n :  the  attempt  was  thea  <^idy  made,  yet  defeated 
liy  a  pkmgiiig  fire  from  the  top  ol  ilieooiiveiit 

On  the  18th  dgbt  hundred  Germaiw,  placed  in  the 
rains,  mastered  all  the  enemy's  fire  save  that  from  h^op- 
holes,  and  two  iicld-})ieces  were  placed  on  a  neii^hbouring 
convent  to  silence  the  French  arUilery,  but  failed. 

In  the  night  the  first  battery  Wi8  aimed ;  at  daybreak  on 
the  19th  eeren  giinB  opened,  and  by  nine  o'clock  the  wall 
of  the  conTcnt  was  cat  away  to  the  lerel  of  the  rampart ; 
a  second  breaching  battery  of  iron  howitzers,  which  saw- 
lower  down  the  scarp,  tlien  comnionecd  its  fire,  but  tliat  ord- 
nance was  unmeet  for  battering,  and  the  enemy 'i  musketry 
brou^t  down  a  captain  and  more  than  twenty  guxmers. 

The  SOth  Golond  Dickson  anived  with  more  iron 
howitsera  ftnm  Blvas,  and  the  second  battery,  reinforced 
with  additional  pieces,  revived  its  fire,  striking  only  the 
convent,  a  hiiire  cantle  of  which  came  to  the  "n'ound,  crash- 
ing  many  of  the  garrison  and  laying  bare  the  inside  of  the 
building:  carcasses  were  immediately  thrown  into  the 
opening,  but  the  enemy  extinguished  the  flames.  A  lien- 
tenant  and  fifteen  gunners  were  lost  tiiis  day,  ammonition 
failed,  and  the  attack  was  suspended. 

During  this  sie^re  the  aspect  of  affairs  had  chancred  on 
both  sides.  Weliingtou,  deceived  as  to  the  strength  of  the 
fcMTts,  now  found  by  intefcepted  returns  that  both  Soult 
and  Maimont  were  fiur  stnmger  than  he  had  expected ; 
and  he  had  calculated  tfaat  Sonet's  diTision  wonld  not  quit 
the  Austurias ;  but  that  general  was  In  full  march  for 
Leon,  Catlarelli  was  preparing  to  reinforce  Mannont.  and 
thus  the  brilliant  prospect  of  the  campaign  was  suddenly 
douded.  Meanwhile  Marmont,  having  united  four  divi- 
sions of  inBuitry  and  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  twenty-five 
thousand  men,  came  to  the  succonr  of  tiie  fiirte.   His  ap- 
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pioadi,  over  an  open  oountry,  being  descried  at  a  consider- 
able distance,  a  brigade  was  called  from  the  sie^e,  the  bat- 
tering train  was  sent  across  tlie  Toruus,  and  the  army 
formed  in  order  of  battle  on  the  top  of  San  Christoval. 
This  position  was  four  miles  long,  rather  concave,  and  the 
Steep  descent  in  front  tangled  with  hoUow  roads,  stone 
inclosores  and  TiUages ;  the  summit  was  broad,  even,  and 
covered  with  ripe  com,  the  right  was  flanked  by  the  Upper 
Tonnes,  the  left  dipped  into  the  country  bordering  the 
Lower  Tonnes ;  for  in  passing  Salamanca  that  river  took 
a  sweep  round  the  back  of  the  position.  The  in&ntij 
heavy  oavahy  and  gons  crowned  the  summit  of  the  moon- 
tain,  bnt  the  light  cavaliy  was  in  a  low  coontiy  on  the  left, 
where  there  was  a  small  stream  and  a  marshy  flat.  In 
front  of  the  left,  centre,  and  riglit,  the  villages  of  Christo- 
val, Castillanos,  and  Moresco,  were  nearly  in  a  line  at  the 
foot  of  the  position,  which  overlooked  the  country  for  many 
miles,  yet  had  neither  shade  nor  fuel  to  cook  with,  nor 
water  nearer  than  the  Tonnes,  and  the  heat  was  y&j 
oppresdye 

At  live  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  enemy's  horsemen 
approached,  pointing  towards  tlie  left  of  tlie  position,  as  if 
to  turn  it  by  the  Lower  Tormes ;  to  check  this  the  light 
cavaliy  made  a  short  forward  movement  and  a  partial 
chaige  took  place,  when  the  French  opened  six  guns  and  the 
others  xetired  to  their  own  ground.  The  light  division 
immediately  closed  towards  the  left,  but  tlie  French  c;u  airy 
halted.  Meanwhile  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  bore 
with  a  rapid  pace  in  one  dark  volume  against  the  right,  and 
halting  at  the  foot  of  the  position  sent  a  flight  of  shells 
on  to  the  summit ;  nor  did  this  fire  cease  nntil  after 
dark,  when  Mannont,  taking  possession  of  Moresco,  esta- 
blished himself  behind  iliat  village  and  Castellanos  within 
gun-shot  of  the  allies. 

That  night  the  English  general  slept  amongst  the  troops, 
and  the  fiist  streak  of  light  saw  both  sides  under  amis. 
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Some  flignab  were  interchanged  between  Mannont  and 
the  forts,  yet  all  remained  qniet  until  eyening,  when  Wel- 
lington detached  tke  sixty-eiglitli  regiment  to  drive  the 
French  from  ^loresco.  This  attack,  mnde  witli  vigour, 
giircecded,  but  the  troops  being  recalled  just  as  daylight 
£uied,  a  body  of  French  passing  nnperceiTed ,  through 
standing  com  broke  into  the  village  unexpectedly,  and  ^d 
considerable  execution.  In  the  skirmish  an  officer,  named 
Mackay,  being  surrounded,  refused  to  surrender,  and  fight- 
ing against  a  mnlUtode  received  more  wounds  than  the 
human  frame  was  thought  capable  of  sustaining :  yet  he 
lived  to  show  his  honourable  scats. 

Next  day  three  divisions  and  a  brigade  of  cavalry  joined  * 
Lluiiiioiit,  who,  iiaviDg  now  forty  thousand  men,  extended 
his  left  and  seized  a  part  of  the  height  in  advance  of  the 
allies'  right  wing.  From  thence  he  could  discern  the 
whole  of  their  order  of  battle^  and  attack  their  right  on 
even  terms ;  but  Graham,  using  the  seventh  division,  dis- 
lodged his  detachment  with  a  sliarp  skirmish  before  it 
could  be  formidably  reinforced,  and  in  the  night  the  French 
withdrew  to  some  heights  six  miles  in  rear. 

It  was  thought  Maimont's  tempestuous  advance  to 
Moresco  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  should  have  been  his 
ruin  ;  but  Wellington  argued,  that  if  he  came  to  fight 
it  was  better  to  defend  a  strong  position  than  descend  to 
combat  in  the  plain,  because  the  French  inferiority  was  not 
such  as  to  insure  a  result  decisive  of  the  campaign ;  and 
in  case  of  Mure,  a  retreat  across  the  Tormes  would  have 
been  very  difficult  To  this  may  be  added,  that  during  the 
first  evening  there  was  some  confusion  amongst  the  allies, 
for  the  troops,  of  different  nations,  formed  their  order  of 
battle  slowly,  and  the  descent  of  the  mountain  towards 
the  enemy  was  by  no  means  easy.  Walls  hoUow  ways  and 
villages  covered  the  French  front,  and  Marmont,  having 
plenty  of  gims  and  troops  ready  of  movement,  could  have 
evaded  the  action  until  night    This  reasoning  however 
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failed  on  the  21st.  The  allies,  whose  in&ntry  was  a  third 
mare  their  oayahy  three  times  as  numerous  and  much 
better  mannted,  might  hm  poured  down  by  all  the  leadg 
at  daybreak,  and  Abu  ICaimont,  toned  on  both  flanks  and 
followed  vehemently,  eonld  never  have  made  his  retreat  to 
tlic  DouTo  through  the  open  country  :  on  the  22nd,  when  his 
other  troops  came  up,  the  chances  were  uu  longer  the  same. 

Marmont  now  withdrew  his  right,  abandoning  the  road  of 
Toro,  but  keeping  that  of  TwcdesillaB,  and  placing  his  left 
cdi  the  Tormes  at  Htterta»  irheie  ih^  nvm  took  a  sadden 
bend,  desoen^g  perpendicularly  towf»ds  the  allies.  Thus, 
coiiimanding  the  ford  of  Huerta,  he  could  pass  the  river 
and  communicate  by  the  left  bank  with  his  forts.  Wel- 
lington made  corresponding  dispositions,  closing  towards 
tiie  lirer,  and  placing  the  light  division  at  the  ford  of 
Aldea  Lengna ;  idule  Ghraliam  descended  i?iih  two  divi- 
fidons  to  the  nearer  fotd  of  (Santa  Marta,  and  General 
Bock's  heavy  German  cavalry  went  over  the  Tormes  to 
watch  the  ford  of  Iluerta. 

On  the  23rd  all  was  tranquil,  but  at  break  of  day  on 
the  24th  some  dropping  ^stol-shots,  and  now  and  then  a 
ehont,  came  fiuntly  fiom  a  mist  covering  the  lower  ground 
beyond  the  river ;  the  heavy  sound  of  artery  succeeded, 
and  the  hissing  of  bullets  cutting  through  the  thickentd 
atinus}»here  told  that  the  French  were  over  the  Tormes. 
Soon  the  fog  vanished,  and  the  German  horsemen  were 
seen  retiring  in  close  and  beanti^  order  before  twelve 
thousand  Fiench  in&ntxy  advandng  in  batlie  array.  At 
intervals,  twenty  guns  would  start  Ibrwards  and  send  thdr 

bullets  whistling-  ;Liid  tearinir  up  the  ground  beneath  the 
Germans,  while  scattered  partits  of  light  cavalry,  scouting 
out^  capped  all  the  hills  in  succession  and  peering  abroad 
gaVe  signals  to  the  main  body.  Wellington  then  sent 
Gtaham  over  the  rivar  with  two  divia<ms  and  a  brigade  <tf 
Bn^ish  cavahy,  concentrating  the  rest  of  bis  troops  near 
Honsoo  to  await  the  event 
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Bock  continued  his  retreat  in  fine  order,  regardless  alike 
of  the  oannonade  and  of  the  light  horsemen  on  his  flankfly 
nnial  the  enemy^s  seontB  gained  a  hei^t»  from  wheoee,  ail 
tiie  diBtanoe  of  three  miles,  thej  for  the  first  time  perodved 

Graham  s  twelve  thousand  luin,  ranged  vitli  eiirhteen  guns 
on  an  order  of  battle  pcrpeudiciilar  to  the  Tormes.  From 
the  Bame  point  Wellington's  heavy  columns  were  seen 
elustering  on  the  height  above  the  fords  of  8anta  Marta^ 
and  the  light  division  at  Aldea  Lengoai  ready  either  to 
advanoe  against  the  French  troops  left  on  the  right  bank, 
or  to  pass  the  rivtr  in  aid  of  Graham.  At  this  sight  Mar- 
mont  hastily  faced  about  repassed  the  Tormes  and  resumed 
his  former  ground. 

Wellington,  nnidlling  to  stir  before  the  forts  fell,  here 
again  lefoaed  an  accidental  advsntage :  for  it  is  not  eai^ 
to  see  how  the  French  could  ha^e  avoided  a  defeat,  il  1m» 
had  moved  witli  all  the  troops  on  Ike  right  bank  agtiinst 
the  French  diiisions  on  that  side. 

The  forts  were  now  closely  pressed.  On  the  23rd,  the 
heavy  gnns  being  brought  back,  a  battery  to  breach  San 
Cajetano  was  armed  with  four  pieoes ;  yet  the  line  of  fire 
being  oblique  only  beat  down  the  parapet  and  knocked 
away  the  palisades.  The  escalade  of  that  fort  and  La 
Merced  was  however  tried  at  ten  o'clock,  but  in  half  an 
hour  failed  with  a  loss  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  and 
iMoeam ;  the  wonnded  were  brought  off  next  day  under 
tmoe,  and  the  enemy  had  all  &e  credit  of  the  fight  General 
Bowes,  whose  rank  might  have  excused  his  leading  so 
small  a  force,  was  wounded  early  in  this  assault,  and  was 
having  his  hurt  dressed  when  he  heard  the  troops  were 
yielding,  whereupon  he  returned  to  the  fight  and  fell 

Want  of  powder  now  suspended  the  siege  until  the  26th^ 
when  a  convoy  arrived.  Then  tiie  second  and  third  bat- 
teries were  re-anned,  and  the  field-pieces  replaced  on  the 
neighhouring  convent.  The  iron  howitzers,  throwing  hot 
shot,  soou  set  the  convent  within  San  Vincente  on  fire ; 
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but  the  garmm  extingaished  the  flames  and  this  babnoed 

coml»at  continued  during  the  night.  In  the  morning  how- 
ever the  bcsiei^ers'  fire  w.ls  redouhled,  the  convent  was  in 
a  blaze,  the  breach  of  Cajetano  improved,  and  a  fresh 
stoxming  paitj  was  wsembled,  when  the  white  flag  mnred 
from  Cajetano.  Negotiatioii  engaed,  but  Wellingtoii, 
judging  it  an  artifice  to  gain  time,  ordered  a  double  aBSaolt^ 
when  Cajetano  scarcely  fired  a  shot,  and  the  flames  raged 
so  at  Vincente  no  opposition  could  be  made.  Seven  hun- 
dred prisoneiB,  thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  provisions,  arms, 
clothing,  and  a  secure  paeaage  OTer  the  Tonnes,  were  the 
immediate  fruits  of  this  captoxe :  not  the  less  prized  that 
the  breaches  were  found  more  fonnidable  than  thoee  at 
Rodrijro,  and  a  storm  would  have  been  very  doubtful  if  the 
garrison  could  have  gained  time  to  extinguidh  the  flames 
in  San  Vincente.  The  allies  had  ninety  killed,  and  their 
whole  loss  was  five  hundred  men  and  officers,  of  which  one 
hundred  and  sizty  men  with  fifty  horses,  fell  outside 
Salamaneai  the  rest  in  the  siege.  , 
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When  his  forts  were  taken  Marmont  retreated.  Wel- 
lington pnisued  by  easy  marches,  and  on  the  2nd  of  July 
inflicted  a  slight  loss  on  the  rearguard  at  the  bndge  of 

Tordisellas ;  it  would  have  been  a  great  one  if  he  had  not 
l>een  deceived  by  a  false  report  that  the  French  had  broken 
the  bridge  the  night  before. 

Marmont  now  took  the  line  of  the  Duero,  having  for- 
tified posts  at  Zamora  and  Toro,  where  he  had  broken  the 
bridges,  and  at  Fuente  Duero  and  Tudela  also,  preserring 
only  that  of  Tordesillas.  His  left  was  at  Simancas  on  the 
Pisuerga,  which  was  unfordable,  and  the  bridges  at  that 
place  and  Valladolid  were  commanded  by  fortified  posts. 
His  centre  was  at  Tordesillas  and  very  numerous  ;  his  right 
on  heights  opposite  the  ford  of  PolloSi  which  WeUington 
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seized  instantly  as  it  gave  him  a  passage,  yet  a  difficult  one 

unfit  for  a  large  force  ;  wherefore  head-quarters  were  fixed 
at  Kueda,  and  the  aiuiy  dii^posed  with  the  head  against 
the  ford  of  PoIIoii  and  bridge  of  Tordesillas,  the  rear  on 
the  Zapardiel  and  Trabancos  rivers  to  oppose  any  outbxeaJc 
from  tiie  Valladolid  side.  Mannont's  line  of  defence, 
measored  firom  Valladolid  to  Zamora,  was  mxty  miles; 
fruiii  bimancas  to  Toro  above  tliirtj  ;  but  the  actual  occu- 
pation was  not  above  twelve ;  the  bend  of  tlie  river  gave 
him  the  chord,  the  allies  the  arc,  and  the  fords  were  few 
and  difficnlt 

It  was  Wellington's  design  to  force  Mannont  by  the 
cooperation  of  the  Gkdlician  and  other  Spanish  forces  to 

live  on  his  fixed  magazines  ;  but  Castanos,  like  all  Spanish 
generals,  failed  in  the  hour  of  need.  Mannont  had  then 
the  means  of  rendering  the  campaign  futile  if  not  disas- 
trous to  the  British  general,  yet  with  a  false  judgment  he 
ihiew  away  his  advantages  by  striving  to  better  them. 
Bonet's  recall  from  the  Astorias  was  a  great  error. 
Napoleon  and  Wellington  had  alike  foreseen  the  in)])ortance 
of  holding  that  province ;  the  one  ordered  the  other  cal- 
culated on  its  retention,  and  their  judgment  was  now  vin- 
dicated. The  Gallicians  and  Adtuiians  immediately  moved 
by  the  coast  towards  Biscay,  where  the  maritime  expedition 
from  Comna,  a  large  one  nnder  Sir  Home  Popham,  had 
descended  on  several  points :  Gaffiirelli  therefore  retained 
the  reinforcement  destined  for  Mannont,  and  that  marshal, 
gaining  six  thousand  men  under  Bonet,  lost  twelve  or  thir- 
teen thousand  of  the  army  of  the  north,  and  opened  all  the 
northm  provinces  to  the  Spaniards. 

In  this  state  of  affiuis  neither  WeUington  nor  Mannont 
had  reason  to  fi^it  on  the  Dnero.  The  latter  because  his 
position  was  so  strong,  he  could  safely  "wiit  for  Bonet 's 
and  Caflarelli's  troops  while  the  king  operated  against  the 
allies'  communications.  The  former  because  he  could  not 
attack  the  French,  excq»t  at  great  disadvantage ;  for  the 

■ 


Digitized  by  Google 


806  DUEaU,  JULY,  1812.  [Booktu. 

tods  of  the  Boiio  vm  UtQe  known,  and  tliat  ol  PoQos 

very  deep.    To  paai  the  liTW  there  and  fonn  ^thin  gun- 

shot  of  the  eneniy  £>  left,  without  other  combinations,  pro- 
mised nothing  but  defeat,  for  the  strength  of  ground  was 
with  the  French.  While  tkej  had  the  bridge  at  Torde- 
aillas,  an  attempt  to  lioioe  a  paasage  wonkl  have  enaUed 
Marmont  to  &U  on  the  front  and  lear,  if  the  opemtun 
was  within  his  Teac^ ;  if  beyond  hiB  reach,  that  is  to  say, 
near  Zamora,  he  could  cut  tlie  communication  with  Rodrigo 
and  yet  preserve  bis  own  with  Calfarelli  and  the  king. 

Wellington  tlierefore  resolved  to  wait  until  the  fords 
shonld  becoxne  k>wer>  or  the  Gallicians  and  Partidas  should 
be  penmaded  to  act,  and  thna  £)ice  the  French  to  detabh 
men  or  dislodge  Inr  want  of  pioviakne. 

P 'Urban 's  Portuguese  cavalry,  Avliich  was  on  the  French 
side  of  the  river,  liow  incommoded  Marmont 's  riglit,  and 
poy  inarched  to  drive  them  i  hat  Ueneial  li^akenhaui, 
oonixnanding  the  third  division,  immediately  croflBed  the 
iasd,  of  PoUoi^  vhich  bvoo^t  Foy  back»  mi  Marmoat 
then  augmented  the  effideney  of  hie  cavalry  by  taking  a 
thousand  horses  from  the  infantry  officers  and  sutlers. 

On  the  8th  B«)net  arrived,  and  the  Frencli  marshal  ex- 
tending his  right  to  Toro,  commenced  repairing  the  bridge 
there.  Wellii^n,  in  like  manner,  alratched  bis  left  to 
the  Qoaxraa^  yet  keepiing  his  oentie  still  on  the  Trabanooe, 
and  his  right  at  Kned%  with  postanear  ToideiUhie  and  the 
ferd  of  Polios.  In  this  situation  the  armies  remained  for 
some  days,  durini:  which  Graliam  and  Picton  went  to 
England  in  bad  health,  and  the  principal  powder  magazine 
at  Salamanca  exploded  with  hurt  to  many ;  hat  no  other 
6?entfi  woidi  veouding  oceimed.  The  weather  waa  fine, 
the  poimtiy  rich,  the  troops  leoeiTed  thebiatieiis  regularly, 
and  wine  was  so  plentifu)  it  was  hard  to  keep  the  sddifrB 
sober  ;  the  caves  of  lliieda,  natural  or  cut  in  the  ruck 
below  the  surlace  of  the  earth,  were  su  lUiUieiise  and  held 
§0  much  wine,  that  the  drunkards  of  two  armies  £uled  to 
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make  any  veny  aenslUe  diioiaiiiioii  in  Ae  quantity,  and 

liiaiiy  men  perished  in  that  labyrinth.  The  soldiers  of  each 
army  also,  passing  the  Duero  in  groups,  held  anucable  in- 
teFcoQxae^  GonT(ir&ing  of  battles  that  were  jfet  to  be  fought 
The  campB  on  the  banks  of  the  Dnero  Beamed  at  timfla 
to  belong  to  one  general^  80  difficult  is  ili  to  make  IwaTe 
men  hate  each  other. 

To  the  officers  of  the  allies  all  looked  prosperous,  they 
were  impatient  for  the  si^al  of  battle,  and  many  com- 
plained that  the  Fmeh  had  been  peimitted  to  letieat  from 
Chdi^YaL  Had  WeUiimion  been  finaUj  fovoed  back  to 
Portugid,  his  reputation  would  baTe  heexk  grievonslj  aBsaiied 
by  his  own  people.  The  majority,  peering  furwiird  with 
misty  political  Tision  OYerlooked  the  difficulties  close  at 
hand,  but  their  geneial  was  fretted  with  eeie  and  miwti- 
iieation,  for  aUemi  and  evil  diconsteBM  seeped  to  com* 
bine  against  bin.  The  Spanish  eoi^teiation  bad  fidled  in 
all  quarters,  the  enemy  in  front  was  growing  strongs, 
Soult  was  seriously  menacing  Cadiz,  and  the  king  was  said 
to  have  been  joined  by  Brouet ;  the  Portuguese  troops 
wcate  dssertiog  in  graat  numbers  fim  misei; ;  the  English 
goreniment  bad  absurdly  and  perniciously  interfered  with 
the  supply  of  the  military  chest,  there  was  no  money  and 
the  per-  rial  resources  of  Wellington  alone  kept  the  army 
in  its  forward  positaon.  I  hare  never/'  said  he,  been 
in  such  distraw  as  at  preeent,  and  soma  seiious  misfortune 
must  happen  if  the  gorenmkent  do  not  attod  seriously  to 
the  subject  and  supply  us  r^ularly  with  money.  The 
arrears  and  distresses  of  the  Portuguese  government  are  a 
Joke  to  ours,  and  if  our  credit  was  not  better  than  theirs 
we  should  certainly  starve.  As  it  is,  if  we  don't  find 
means  to  pay  our  Ulh  ftv  butoher's  meat  ibm  will  be  an 
end  to  the  war  at  onee.'' 

Thus  stnpt  lui  it  were  to  the  skin,  he  wiis  goinor  once 
more  to  hide  his  nakedm  ss  in  the  mountains  of  Portugal, 
when  Maimont^  proud  of  his  own  uniipened  skiU,  and 
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perhaps,  from  the  experience  of  SaQ  Cbristoviil,  under- 
yaluing  )dB  tAyersKrfB  tactics,  desirous  also,  it  was  said, 
to  gain  a  victory  witliout  the  presence  of  a  king,  Mannont, 
pushed  on  hy  fate,  madly  broke  the  chain  which  restrained 
his  enemy's  strength. 

To  nndexstand  the  remarkable  morements  which  were 
now  about  to  commence,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  a 
French  army  while  the  harvest  was  on  the  gronnd  had  no 
regard  i/)  lines  of  coinrniinication  ;  it  had  supportis  on  all 
sides,  and  tlie  troo])s  were  taught  to  reap  the  standing  com, 
and  grind  it  themselves  if  their  cavalry  could  not  seize 
floor  in  the  Tillages.  This  organiiation,  approadiing  the 
ancient  Roman  military  perfection,  baffled  the  irregular, 
and  threw  the  regular  force  of  the  -  allies  entirely  upon  the 
defensive  ;  their  Hanks  once  tunictl  a  retreat  followed  to 
save  the  communicatiuiiri,  but  the  French  offered  no  point 
for  retaliation.  Wherefore,  with  a  force  composed  of  four 
different  nations,  Wellington  was  to  make  diffioolt  eyolu- 
tions  in  an  open  comitiy,  his  only  chances  of  success  being 
the  casual  errors  of  his  adversary,  an  able  general,  who 
knew  the  country  })erfectly  and  had  troops  well  discipliiitd, 
and  of  one  nation.  The  game  would  have  been  quite 
unequal  if  the  English  had  not  heen  so  strong  in  cavalry. 

In  the  course  of  the  15th  and  16th  Mannont,  who  had 
preyiously  made  deceptive  movements,  concentrated  his 
beautiful  and  gallant  army  on  its  right  towards  Tore, 
whicli  place,  intercepted  Itlters,  reports  of  deserters  and 
the  talk  the  peasants,  had  for  several  days  assigned  as 
his  point  of  passage.  On  the  morning  of  the  16tli  the 
£nglish  exploring  officers,  passing  the  Duero  near  Torde- 
silhis,  found  only  the  garrison  there,  and  in  the  evening 
the  reports  stated,  that  two  French  divisions  had  already 
crossed  by  the  bridge  of  Toro  ;  wherefore  Wellinirtou 
united  his  centre  and  left  at  Canizal  n  the  Guarena  durin"* 
the  night,  intending  to  attack ;  but  as  he  had  stiil  some 
doubts  of  the  real  object,  he  left  Sir  Stapleton  Cotton  on 
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the  Trabanoos  wiih  the  right  wing,  composed  of  the  fourth 

and  liglit  divisions  and  Anson's  cavalry.  Suddenly  Mar- 
mont  recalled  his  troops,  returned  to  Tordesillas  and  i'uilo:?, 
passed  the  Duero  and  concentrated  at  Nava  del  Eej  in  the 
eremng  of  the  17th,  some  bi  his  men  harint^  maiched 
ftrty,  some  fifty  miles  wiihont  a  halt  Wellington  Kas 
near  Toio,  and  Cotton  remained  behind  the  Trabanoos 
during  the  night  without  orders  in  a  bad  position  ;  but 
Wellins^ton  hastened  to  his  aid,  bringing  up  Bock Le 
Marchant^B,  and  Alten's  cavahy,  while  the  fifth  division 
took  post  six  miles  in  rear  of  the  Trabancos, 

COMBATS  OF  CASTBEJON  AND  THE  GUARENA. 

At  dayljfeak  Cotton's  outposts  were  driven  in,  yet  the 
balk  of  his  cavalry  and  a  troop  of  horse  artillery  showed 
a  front,  havinir  the  two  infantry  divisions  in  support, 
the  fourth  behind  his  left  the  li^t  division  behind  his 
right,  bnt  widely  separated  by  a  vall^.  The  conntxy  was 
open,  like  the  downs  of  England,  with  here  and  there 
water-gulleys,  dry  hulluws  and  naked  heads  of  land,  be- 
hind one  of  which,  on  the  other  side  of  the  TrabaucoSy 
lay  the  French  army.  Cotton,  seeing  only  horsemen, 
pnabed  his  cavalry  towards  the  river,  advancing  cantionsly 
by  his  right  along  some  high  table-land,  and  his  troops 
were  lost  at  first  in  the  morning  fog  which  was  thick  on  the 
stream.  But  very  soon  the  deep  tones  of  artillery  shook 
the  ground,  the  sharp  ring  of  musketry  was  heard  ia  tlio 
mist,  and  the  43rd  K^ment  was  hastily  brought  through 
the  vilhige  of  Castrejon  to  support  the  advancing  cavaiiy ; 
for  besides  the  deep  vaUey  separating  the  fourth  from  tiie 
light  division,  there  was  a  ravine  with  a  marshy  bottom 
between  the  cavalry  and  infisuitry,  and  the  village  furnished 
the  only  good  passfigc. 

The  cannonade  became  heavy,  and  the  spectacle  sur* 
prisingly  beantifol   The  lighter  smoke  and  mist^  mingling 
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and  curling  in  fantastic  pillars,  formed  a  huge  and  glittering 
dome  tinged  of  many  c  uours  by  the  rising  sun,  and  tbrough 
the  g;roai  TEpoor  below  the  restless  honwen  were  seen  or 
lost,  SB  the  fume  thickened  fiom  the  ia|id  plaj  of  the 
artillery ;  while  the  Unff  head  of  land  heyond  the  Ti»- 
bancos,  now  covered  with  French  troops,  appeared  by  an 
optical  doception  cluse  at  hand,  dilated  to  the  size  of  a 
iDOantain,  and  crowned  with  gigantic  aoldiers,  who  were 
contmnallj  breaking  off  and  sliding  down  into  the  fight 
Snddenly  a  duononnted  EngliBh  caTaby  offioer  stalked  from 
the  midst  of  the  smoke  towards  the  line  of  infantry  ;  hia 
gait  was  peculiarly  rigid,  and  he  appeared  to  hold  a  bloody 
handkerchief  to  his  heart,  but  that  which  seemed  a  cloth 
was  a  broad  and  dreadful  wound :  a  bullet  had  entirely 
eflbced  the  flesh  from  his  kft  shonlder  and  hieaat  and 
carried  away  part  of  his  ribs,  his  heart  was  bared  and  its 
movement  plainly  discerned.  It  was  a  piteous  and  yet  a 
noble  sight,  for  his  countenance  though  ghastly  was  lirui, 
bis  step  scarcely  indicated  weaknefld,  and  his  voice  never 
faltered.  This  unyielding  man's  name  was  Williams ;  he 
died  a  short  distance  from  the  field  of  battle ;  it  was  said, 
in  the  arms  of  his  son,  a  youth  of  fourteen,  who  had 
followed  his  father  to  the  Peninsula  in  liupes  of  obtaining 
a  commission,  for  they  were  not  in  aMuent  circumstanoe& 

Cotton  maintained  this  exposed  position  until  seren 
o'dodc,  when  Wellington  and  Beresford  came  up,  and  both 
were  like  to  have  been  slain  together.  For  a  squadron 
of  French  cavalry,  breaking  away  from  the  head  of  land 
beyond  the  Trabancos,  had  just  before  come  with  such 
speed  aotoes  the  ^ey  it  was  for  a  moment  thought  they 
were  deserting;  but  with  headlong  course  they  mounted 
the  table-land  on  which  Cotton  s  left  wing  was  posted,  and 
drove  a  whole  line  of  British  cavalry  skirmishers  back  in 
coniu^ion.  The  reserves  then  came  up  from  Alaejos^  and 
these  furious  swordmen^  scattered  in  all  directions,  were  in 
turn  driven  away  or  cut  down ;  yet  thirty  or  forfy,  led  bf 
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their  sr^llant  officer,  suddenly  apjx'ared  al>ove  tlic  ravine 
separating  the  British  winga  just  as  Wellington  and  Beres- 
foid  anived  on  the  slope  beneath  them.  Some  infantry 
pieq[aet8  were  in  the  bottom,  and  higher  up  were  two  goaa 
covered  by  a  aqnadion  of  light  cavaby  dispoeed  in  perfect 
order.  When  the  French  officer  saw  this  squadron  he 
reined  in  his  horse  with  difficulty,  his  troupers  gathered  in 
a  confbsed  body  round  him  and  seemed  lost  men,  but  their 
daring  leader  waving  his  sword  soused  down  with  a  shout 
ii^ion  the  sqoadion ;  the  latter^  taming,  galloped  thzongh 
the  gone,  and  thna  the  whole  maaB,  finends  and  enemies, 
went  like  a  whirlwind  to  the  bottom,  carrying  away  in  the 
tnmult  WelHngton  and  Beresford,  who,  sword  in  hand, 
scarcely  got  clear.  The  French  horsemen  were  now  quite 
exhausted  and  a  reserve  squadron  of  heavy  dragoons  out 
most  of  them  to  pieces ;  yet  their  invindble  leader,  as- 
sanlted  by  three  enemies  at  onee,  stmok  one  dead  from  his 
horse,  and  with  surprising  exertions  saved  himself  from  the 
others,  though  they  rode  hewing  at  him  on  each  side  for  a 
quarter  of  a  mile. 

Scarcely  was  this  over  when  Marmont,  having  ascer* 
tained  that  a  part  only  of  Wellington's  army  was  before 
him^erosBed  theTnbanoos  in  two  columns,  uid  penetrating 
between  the  light  and  fourth  division  marched  straiglit 
upon  the  Guarena.  The  British  retired  in  three  columns, 
the  light  division  being  between  the  fifth  division  and  the 
French,  close  to  the  latter,  the  cavalry  on  the  flanks  and 
resr.  Theair  was  eztrsmdy  sultiy,  the  dust  rose  indouds, 
and  the  close  order  of  the  tiw^  was  lendesed  very  oppres- 
sive by  a  siroo  breeze ;  but  where  the  light  division  marched 
the  miluary  spectacle  was  strange  and  ccr^uid.  Hostile 
columns  of  infantry,  only  half  musket-shot  iruiii  each  other, 
were  inarching  impetuously  towards  a  common  goal,  the 
offioen  on  each  side  pointing  forwards  with  their  swords,  or 
touching  their  ci^  and  waving  their  hands  in  courtesy, 
while  the  German  eavabry,  huge  men,  on  huge  h<M9MS>  rode 
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between  in  a  close  compact  body,  as  if  to  prevent  a  col- 
lision. At  times  the  loud  tones  of  command  t<j  hasten  the 
march  were  heard  passing  from  the  front  to  the  rear  on 
both  sides,  and  now  and  then  the  rush  of  Fraich  hnllefeB 
oame  sweeping  orer  the  ooliiniiiSy  whese  violeiit  pace  was 
continually  accelerated. 

Thus  moving  for  ten  miles,  yet  keeping  the  most  perfect 
Older,  both  y  nrtie^^  approached  the  Guarena,  and  the  enemy 
seeing  the  light  division,  althon^  more  in  their  power  than 
the  others,  was  yet  outstripping  them  in  the  march,  increased 
the  fire  of  their  <rnns  and  menaced  an  attack  wiiL  mfantry. 
But  the  (lerman  cavalry  instantly  drew  close  round,  the 
colomn  plunged  suddenly  into  a  hollow  dip  of  ground  on 
the  left,  and  ten  minates  after  the  head  of  tiie  division  was 
in  the  stream  of  the  Ghiarena  between  Osmo  and  Castrillo. 
The  fifth  division  entered  it  at  the  same  time  higher  up 
on  the  h  ft.  aiid  the  fourth  division  passed  on  the  riirht. 
The  soldiers  of  the  light  division,  tormented  with  thirst  yet 
long  nsed  to  their  enemy's  mode  of  wai&rei  drank  as  they 
marched;  those  of  the  fifth  division^  less  experienced, 
stopped  a  few  moments,  and  on  the  instant  forty  French 
giins  gathered  on  the  heights  above  sent  a  tempest  of 
bullets  amongst  tUcm.    So  nicely  timed  was  the  operation. 

The  Guarena,  flowing  from  iom  distinct  sonrces  which 
united  bebw  Castrillo,  ofoed  a  very  strong  line  of  defence; 
yet  Mannont,  hoping  to  carry  it  in  the  first  confosion, 
brought  u])  all  his  artilkry  and  pu^htd  the  head  of  his 
right  column  over  an  upper  branch.  But  Wellington,  ei- 
peoting  this,  had  previously  ordered  up  the  other  divisions, 
of  his  simyi  and  they  were  in  line  before  Mannont's  in- 
ftntiy,  oppressed  with  heat  and  long  marches,  could  gather 
strength  to  attempt  the  paissage  of  the  other  branch. 
Carier's  brigade  of  cavalrv  first  crossed,  and  was  ftl lowed 
by  a  column  of  infantry  just  as  the  fourth  division  had 
gained  the  table-land  above.  Carier's  hoisemen  entered 
the  valley  on  the  left,  while  the  in&ntiy  in  one  oolunm 
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menaced  the  front ;  yet  the  sedgy  banks  of  the  stream  would 
liAYe  been  difficult  to  foicei  if  Victor  Alten,  slow  to  peiceiTe 
an  adyantage^  had  not  suffered  the  French  cavaliy  to  cms 
in  oonsideiable  numbers  without  opposition.    He  &8t 

assailed  them  by  successive  si^uadrons  instead  uf  regimcLits, 
and  when  the  fourteenth  and  German  Hussars  were  hard- 
pressed,  brought  up  the  third  dragoons ;  but  they  also  were 
driven  back  by  the  fire  of  the  in&ntry  and  many  fell : 
finally  Carier  was  wounded  and  taken,  and  the  French 
retired.  Meanwhile  the  27th  and  40th  re^ments,  coming 
down  the  hill,  broke  the  enemy  's  infantry  with  an  impetuous 
bayonet  chaige,  and  Alten  s  horsemen  sabred  some  of  the 
fogitives. 

Mamumt  lost  a  general  andfiye  hnndied  Boldim  by  this 
combat,  but,  thon^  baffled  at  one  point,  and  beaton  at 

another,  he  concentrated  his  army  and  licld  both  banks  of 
the  branch  he  had  gained.  Wellington  also  concentrated^ 
and  as  the  previous  operations  had  only  cost  him  8i;c  hun- 
died  men  and  the  French  bat  eight  hnndred,  the  day 
being  still  young  the  positiona  open  and  within  cannon* 
shot,  a  battle  wa^  expected.  Mamiont's  troupo  had  how- 
ever been  marchintr  for  two  davs  and  nijjhts,  and  W  eiimfi:- 
ton's  plan  did  not  admit  of  hghting  unless  in  defence,  or 
with  Boch  advantage  as  that  he  coold  emah  his  opponent 
and  keep  the  field  afterwards  against  the  king. 

The  French  marshal  had  now  passed  a  great  riyer,  but* 
prised  the  allies'  right,  and  pushed  it  back  above  ten  miles ; 
he  had  nevertheless  failed  as  a  general  His  aim  had  been 
by  menacing  the  commnnication  between  Salamanca  and 
Bodrigo,  to  draw  the  alliea  back ;  yet  on  the  evening  of 
the  16th,  having  passed  the  Boero  at  Toro,  he  was  near» 
to  Salamanca  than  they  were,  and,  persisting,  Wellington 
mnst  have  fought  him  at  disadvantage,  or  passed  the  Tormes 
at  Haerta  to  regain  the  road  of  Kodrigo.  Mannont  how- 
ever relinqnished  this  stroke  to  make  a  forced  maich  of 
eighty  miles  in  forty-eight  hoars,  and  after  many  nice 
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evuluti*»n>,  in  wliitli  he  lost  a  thousand  men  by  the  sword 
and  fatigue,  found  his  advcn^aiy  on  the  18th  fiacing  him 
in  the  yery  poeition  he  had  turned  on  the  evening  of  the 

On  the  19th  the  armiee  were  qniet  until  evening,  when 

the  French  utrc  t^uddcnly  concentrated  in  out*  mass  on 
their  left.  Wellington  made  a  corresponflin^r  movement 
on  the  table-land  above.  This  caused  the  light  diviaiA  to 
oralook  the  enemy's  main  hoAj,  whieh  wae  at  rest  lomid 
the  hivouae  fifes,  and  would  haTe  remained  bo  if  & 
Stapleton  Cotton  coining  uj*  liad  not  turned  a  battery 
npon  a  group  of  French  oflicers.  At  the  lii  -t  t^h^t  they 
seemed  surprised — for  it  was  a  discourteous  and  ill-con- 
sidered  aot — at  the  second  their  gunners  ran  to  their 
pieces,  and  a  reply  from  twelve  heayier  guns  wounded  an 
artillery-offioer,  killed  several  British  soldiers,  swept  away 
a  \vhole  section  of  Portnpiese,  and  compelled  the  division 
to  withdraw  in  a  morticing  manner  to  avoid  unnecessary 
blood-spilling. 

Wellington  Aow  expected  a  battle,  because  the  hoghts 
he  occupied  trended  backwards  to  the  Tonnes  on  the 

sliortesi  line,  and  as  he  had  thrown  a  Bpfinish  garrison 
into  the  castle  of  Alba  de  Tonnes  he  thought  the  French 
could  not  turn  his  right ;  if  ihey  attempted  it,  he  could 
shoulder  them  off  the  Tonnes  at  the  fold  of  Huerta.  At 
daybreak  however,  instead  of  crossing  the  Guaiena  in  front 
to  dispute  the  hisrh  land,  Mannont  mar  ii«  1  rapidly  np  the 
river  and  crossed  the  stream,  though  the  banks  were  diffi- 
cult, before  any  disposition  could  be  made  to  q^poee  him. 
He  thus  turned  the  ri^t  and  gained  a  new  range  of  hiUs 
trending  towards  the  Tormes,  and  parallel  to  those  whidi 
Welliu'^ton  possessed.  Then  conii..'aivvd  ;*  scene  similar 
to  that  of  the  18th  but  on  a  greater  scale.  The  allies 
moving  in  two  lines  of  battle  within  musket-shot  of  the 
French  endeavoured  to  cross  thdr  mardi ;  the  guns  on  both 
sidcA  exchanged  rough  salutations  as  the  acddenta  of  ground 
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iavoarcd  their  play,  and  the  officers^  like  gallant  gentle- 
men  who  bore  no  malice  and  knew  no  fear,  made  their 
militaiy  recognitions,  while  the  hotsemen  on  each  nde 
watched  with  eager  e yee  for  an  opening  to  chaige :  bat  the 

French,  moving  as  uiic  man  alone:  the  crest  of  the  heights, 
preserved  the  lead  and  made  no  mistake. 

Soon  it  became  evident  that  the  allies  would  be  out- 
flanked, and  Wellington,  fiUling  off  a  little,  made  towards 
the  heights  ocea|Red  by  Marmont  dnring  the  siege  of  the  • 
furts,  intending  to  halt  thirc  ^yh\\c  an  advanced  guard, 
forcing  a  march,  secured  the  pusitiua  and  fords  of  Cliris- 
tovaL  But  he  made  no  effort  to  seize  the  ford  of  Huerta, 
lor  his  own  march  had  been  long,  the  French  had  passed 
over  nearij  twice  as  mnch  ground,  and  he  duraght  they 
could  not  reach  the  Tonnes  that  day.  When  night 
approached  he  discovered  his  en'or.  His  second  hne  had 
indeed  got  the  heists  of  Yellosa,  hut  In's'iirst  line  was 
heaped  np  in  low  groond  near  the  French  anny,  whose 
fires,  cTowmng  all  the  opposite  hUls,  showed  they  commanded 
the  ford  of  Hnerta.  Wellington  seeing  this  ordered  the 
bivouiic  tires  to  be  made  with  much  smoke,  under  cover  of 
which  he  filed  the  troops  off  with  great  ceienty  towards 
Vellosa,  bat  the  Portuguese  caraliy,  coming  in  from  the 
front,  were  mistaken  for  French  and  lost  some  men  by 
cannoDrshot  ere  th^  were  recognised. 

Very  much  disquieted  by  this  day's  operations  was  the 
English  loader.  Marmont,  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
conntiy,  had  outflanked,  oatmarched  him,  and  gained  the 
command  of  the  Tormes,  ihos  securing  his  jonction  with 
the  king's  anny^  and  he  might  fight  or  wait  for  reinforce- 
ments while  the  scope  of  the  allies'  operations  would 
hourly  become  more  restricted.  Meanwhile  Caiiat  elli  had 
&ially  detached  eighteen  hondred  cavalry  with  guns  to  aid 
Marmont,  they  were  coming  on,  and  the  king  also  was 
taking  the  field ;  hence  though  a  victory  should  be  won, 
unless  it  was  decisive,  Wellington's  object  would  uot  be 
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ftdwioed.   That  object  was  to  deliver  the  Peniiunila  by  a 

course  of  solid  operations,  incompatible  with  sadden  and  r  ^-li 
etrukes  unauthoriziil  Ly  anything  but  hope  ;  wherefore, 
yielding  to  circumstaiiccs,  he  resolved  to  retreat  oa  Portugal 
andabidehiatiiiio;  jet  with  a  bitter  qnxit»nothiDg800thed 
by  the  teooUeotion,  that  he  had  refiiaed  to  fight  at  advan- 
tage eiaedy  one  month  before  upon  the  rerj  hills  he  now 
occupied.  Nevertheless,  his  stedfast  temper,  N\liicK  then 
*  prevented  him  from  seizing  an  adventitious  chance,  would 
not  let  him  yield  to  fostnne  more  than  she  could  laviBh 
from  him :  he  still  hoped  to  give  the  lion's  stroke,  and  le- 
solved  to  cover  Salamanca  and  the  oommmucation  with 
Oiudad  Rodrigo  to  the  last  moment.  Now  was  shown  the 
straiiL;^  imcertaiuty  of  war.  A  letter  stating  hia  inability 
to  hold  his  ground  was  sent  to  Castanos,  Marmont  inter- 
cepted it,  and  resolved  to  posh  on  without  waiting  fe  the 
king,  who  afterwards  annoimoed  this  aoddent  as  aaobfle 
stroke  by  Wellins^on  to  draw  on  a  premature  battle  ! 

On  the  21  Hi,  the  allies  1h  ing  on  San  Christoval,  the 
French  threw  a  garrison  int  *  Alba  de  Tonnes,  from  whence 
the  Spaniards  had  been  withdrawn  bj  Oaiks  D'£spana, 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  English  geneiaL  M annont 
then  passed  the  Tonnes  by  fords  between  Albaaud.  II  uei  ta, 
and  moving  up  the  valley  of  the  Machechuco  encamped 
at  the  outer  edge  of  a  forest  Wellington  passed  the 
Tonnes  in  the  evening  by  the  bridge  of  SalamsDca  and  the 
fords  of  Santa  Marta  and  Aldea  Lengoa ;  bat  the  third 
division  and  D'Urban's  cavalry,  remaining  on  the  right 
bank,  intrenched  themselves,  lest  tlic  French,  who  had 
left  a  division  on  the  heights  of  Babila  Fuente,  should 
lecroes  the  Tormes  in  the  night  and  overwhelm  them. 

When  the  light  division  descended  the  rough  side  of  the 
Aldea  Lengoa  mountain  to  cross  the  river  night  had  come 

down  suddenly,  and  with  more  than  cominon  (Jarkness,  for 
a  stonn,  that  common  precursor  of  a  battle  m  the  Feiiiu- 
eohk,  was  at  hand.  Torrents  of  rain  deepened  the  ford,  the 
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water  foamed  a&d  dashed  with  increasing  violenoe,  tiie 

thunder  was  firequent  and  deafening,  and  the  lightning 
passed  in  sheets  of  fire  close  over  the  column,  playing  npon 
the  points  of  the  bayonets.  One  flash  £&lliiig  amongst  the 
eaysdrj  near  Santa  Marta  killed  many  men  and  horses, 
while  hnndreds  ef  fiightened  animalSy  hreaking  loose  and 
galloping  wildly  ahoat,  were  supposed  to  be  the  enemy 
chariring  in  the  darkness,  and  some  of  their  patrols  were 
indeed  at  liand,  hoverine  like  birds  of  prey :  but  nothing 
could  disturb  the  beautiful  order  in  which  the  serene 
TetenuBS  of  the  light  divisioii  were  seen  by  the  fiery  gleams 
to  pass  the  fiMming  nwt^  pmsning  their  maieh  amidst 
this  astoundbg  tumoil,  alike  regardless  of  the  stonii  and 
the  enemy. 

The  position  now  taken  was  nearly  the  same  as  that 
occupied  by  General  Graham  a  month  before,  when  the 
ibxts  of  Salamanca  were  inrested.  The  left  wing  rested  in 
low  groimd  on  the  ToiEmes,  having  a  cavalij  post  in  finnit 
The  ri^t  wing  was  extended  on  a  range  of  heights,  which 
ended  also  in  low  ground,  near  the  Tillage  of  Arapiles. 
This  line,  perpendicular  to  the  Tormes  from  lluerta  to 
Salamanca,  was  parallel  to  it  firom  Alba  to  Huerta,  and 
oovered  Salamanca.  But  the  enemy,  extending  his  lefit 
along  the  edge  of  the  forest^  menaced  the  line  of  oommimi* 
cation  with  fiodngo ;  and  in  the  nig^t  adme  came  that 
General  ChanTel,  hrbging  up  Oaffiurelfi's  horsemen  with 
twenty  p:uns,  had  reached  Fuilus  the  SOtli,  and  Wduld  join 
Marmont  the  22nd  or  23rd.  Hence  Wellington,  feeling 
he  mast  now  retreat  to  Bodrigo,  and  fearing  the  French 
cavahy  thns  leinlofced  wonld  hamper  his  moYements^ 
deteiminedi  unless  thej  attacked  him  or  committed  some 
flagrant  ftolty  to  retire  hefioro  ChanTel's  hoisemen  conld 
arrive. 

At  daybreak  on  the  22nd,  Marmont  called  the  troops 
at  Babila  Fuente  over  the  Tonnes,  brought  Bonet's  and 
Mancnne's  divisions  out  of  the  forest^  and  took  possessiott 
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of  tlie  ridge  of  Calvariza  de  Ariba  ;  lie  also  occupied  in 
advance  of  it  on  his  right,  a  wooded  beiirht  on  which  was 
an  old  chapel  called  Nnestra  Benora  de  la  Pena.  Bat  at 
A  little  distance  from  his  left  and  from  the  En^ish  rights 
Blood  a  pair  of  eolitaiy  btllB,  called  indiffevently  tiie 
Arapiles  tft  the  S0rmamto$.  Steep  and  Bavagely  rugged, 
about  half  cannon-shot  from  each  other,  their  possession 
would  have  enabled  Marmoat  to  cross  Wellington  s  risrht, 
and  force  a  battle  with  every  advantage.  Neverthe- 
less they  were  neglected  by  the  Englifih  at  first,  until 
Ookmel  Wateors^  having  obserrod  an  enem/e  detadiment 
stealing  towards  them^  infotmed  Beiegfeid,  who  thought  it 
of  no  consequence,  but  Waters  rode  to  Wellington,  who  im- 
mediately sent  troops  to  seize  them.  A  l  luiliat  biiiiiiar 
to  that  which  happened  between  (Ja)sar  and  A£ranius  at 
Lerida  then  ensued ;  for  the  Frendi^  aeetng  thia  detaeh- 
xnent^  broke  thor  own  ranks  and  running  to  the  encoonter 
gained  the  fixst  Arapiles  and  kept  it^  yet  were  repulsed  in 
an  endeavour  to  seize  the  second.  This  skirmish  was 
followed  by  one  at  Nuestra  ISenora  de  la  Pena.  half  of 
which  was  gained,  the  enemy  keeping  the  other  half,  where 
Victor  Alten^  aiding  the  attack  with  a  squadron  of  German 
hnsBsrs,  was  wounded  hj  a  mnsket-shoi. 

The  loss  of  the  distant  Arapiles  rendered  a  retreat 
difficult  to  the  allies  durii^  daylight ;  ht  though  the  one 
gained  was  a  fortress  in  the  way  of  the  French  army, 
Marmont,  by  extending  his  left  and  gathering  a  force 
behind  his  own  rock,  could  frame  a  dangerous  battle  during 
the  movement.  Wdlingtcm  therefore  extended  his  troops 
on  the  ri^t  of  his  own  Hermanito,  placing  the  light  com- 
panies of  the  guards  at  the  village  of  Arapiles  in  low 
ground,  and  the  fourth  division,  with  exception  of  the 
27th  KcLnnient,  on  a  gentle  ridge  behind  them.  The  fifth 
and  sixth  divisions  he  gathered  in  one  mass  upon  the 
internal  slope  of  the  English  Hermanito,  where  the 
ground  being  hoUow  hid  tiiem  from  the  enemy ;  and  during 
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these  movementa  a  sLarp  canonnade  was  exchanged  from 
the  tops  of  those  frowning  hills,  on  whose  crowning  rocks 
the  two  genenls  sat  like  zaTeaoiis  TultaieB  watching  for 
their  quarry. 

Marmont's  project  was  not  yet  developed.   His  troope 

from  Babila  ruuute  were  still  in  the  forest  some  miles  oflf, 
niid  he  had  only  two  divisions  close  np.  The  occupation 
of  Oalvariza  Ariha  and  Nuestra  Senora  de  la  Pe]i%  might 
be  therefore  onlj  a  daring  defensiye  measure  to  cover  the 
fonnation  of  his  army ;  hut  the  occupation  of  the  Her- 
manito  was  a  start  forward  for  an  advantage  to  be  after- 
wai'ds  turned  to  profit,  and  seemed  to  fix  the  operations  on 
the  left  of  the  Tonnes.  In  this  donbt  Wellinirton  bronjrht 
Up  the  first  and  light  divisions  to  confront  the  French 
on  Calvarin  Ariba^  and  calling  the  third  division  and 
D'lrrbttQ's  cavalry  over  the  river^  posted  them  in  a  wood 
near  Aldea  Tejada,  en^ly  refused  to  the  enemy  and 
tinscen  by  Liiu,  vit  securinLT  the  inain  road  to  Rodrigo. 
Thus  the  position  was  huddenly  reversed  ;  the  left  rested 
on  the  English  U^rmanito,  the  right  on  Aldea  Tejada ; 
that  which  was  the  rear  became  the  front ;  and  the  interval 
between  the  third  and  fourth  divifdons  was  occupied  by 
Bradford's  Portuguese  infimtry,  a  Spanish  division,  and 
the  British  cavalry. 

Breaks  and  hollows  so  screened  the  men  that  few  could 
be  seen  by  the  French,  and  those  seemed  pointing  to  the 
Kodrigo  road  in  retreat ;  moreover,  tiie  commissariat  and 
baggage  had  been  ordered  to  the  rear  and  the  dust  of  th^ 
march  was  seen  many  miks  off:  nothing  indieated  an 
approaching  battle.  Such  a  state  of  adairs  could  not  last 
long.  At  twelve  u  clock  ^larmont,  thinking  the  important 
bearing  of  his  Hermanito  on  Wellington's  retreat  would 
induce  the  latter  to  drive  him  thenoe,  brought  up  Foy's 
and  Ferey'B  divisions  in  support,  placing  the  first,  witb 
some  guns,  on  a  wooded  height  between^the  Hermanito  and 
Kuestra  JSenora  de  la  Fcna  ;  the  bccond,  with  Boyer's  * 
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dnigouns  on  a  ridue  behind  Foy.  Nor  ^viis  tliis  iil- timed, 
for  Wellington,  thinking  lie  could  nut  insure  a  safe  retreat 
in  daylight  was  goiiig  to  attack,  hut  on  the  approach  of 
th«e  troops  gave  coanterKHrdm  lest  he  should  hring  on 
a  generaL  battle^djisadvantageoiialy. 

The  French  from  Balnla  Faente  had  not  then  leaohed 
the  edge  of  the  forest,  yet  Marmont  resoh  cd  to  fight,  and 
fearing  ihe  allied  would  retreat  before  his  diapositiona 
were.completedy  ordered  Thomieres'  division,  covered  hy 
fi%  guns  and  supported  by  the  light  cavalry,  to  make  a 
flank  moYement  ^  its  left  and  menace  the  Bodrigo  xoad. 
Then  hastening  the  mtnih  of  his  other  divisions,  he 
"Watched  when  Wellington  should  move  in  opposition  to 
Thomieres,  designing  to  fall  upon  him,  by  the  village,  with 
six  divisioDS  of  infantry  and  Boyer'a  dragoons,  which 
be  now  ordered  to  take  fresh  ground  on  the  left  of  the 
Heimanito  lodc,  leaving  only  one  regiment  of  cavalry  ivith 
Foy. 

In  these  new  circumstances  the  two  armies  embraced  an 
oval  basin,  formed  hy  different  ranges  of  hills  that  rose 
like  an  amphitheatre,  the  Arapiles  rocks  appearing  like 
the  door-posts.  Around  this  basin,  which  was  more  than 
a  mile  from  norUi  to  south  and  mere  than  two  miles  from 
east  to  west,  the  hostile  forces  were  grouped.  The  northern 
and  esteni  half  formed  the  allies'  position  ;  the  eastern 
heights  were  held  by  the  French  right,  wliile  their  left, 
^^PfflPting  of  Thomieres'  division  the  artillery  and  light 
eaTalry,moTed  along  the  southern  side  of  the  basiD,  but  with 
a  wide  loose  maroh ;  for  there  was  a  long  space  between 
Thomieres*  division  and  those  in  the  forest  destined  to 
furui  tlio  centre ;  a  longer  space  between  him  and  the  divi- 
sions about  the  French  llennanito.  The  artillery,  fifty  trnns, 
massed  on  Thomieres'  right  iiank,  opened  its  fire  grandly, 
taking  ground  to  the  left  by  guns  in  succession  as  the 
^  infantry  moved  on  ;  and  these  last  marched  eagerly,  con- 

'y         tinually  contracting  their  distance  from  the  allies  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


Book  m.']  SALAHANCil,  JULY,  1812.  221 

brining  up  their  left  shoulders  as  if  to  envelope  Welling- 
ton's position  and  embrace  it  with  fire.  At  this  time 
al80>  Bonet's  troops^  one  legiment  of  which  held  the  Fieaoh 
ATapiles,  carried  the  idUage  of  that  name;  and  although 
soon  driven  from,  tke  greatest  part  of  it  again  maintained 
a  fierce  strnfwlc. 

Mannont's  hist  arrangements  had  occupied  several 
lioiii8»  bat  as  they  gave  no  positive  indication  of  his  de- 
signs, Wellington,  ceasing  to  watch  them,  had  retired  fiom 
his  Hermanito  ;  but  when  he  was  told  tlie  French  left  was 
in  motion  pointing  towards  the  Cindad  Ilodri^ni  road,  he 
returned  to  the  rock  and  observed  their  movements  for 
some  time  with  a  stem  contentment  Their  left  wing  was 
entirely  sepamted  from  the  centre,  ihe  &alt  was  flagrant, 
and  he  fixed  it  with  the  stroke  of  a  thunderbolt.  A  few 
orders  issued  from  his  lips  like  the  incantations  of  a 
wizard,  and  suddenly  the  dark  mass  of  troops  which 
eorered  the  English  Hermanito,  as  if  possessed  by  some 
mighty  spirit,  rushed  violently  down  the  interior  slope  of 
the  monntain  and  entered  the  great  basin  amidst  a  storm 
of  bullets,  which  seemed  to  shear  away  the  wliule  surface 
of  the  earth  over  which  they  moved.  The  fifth  division 
instantly  formed  on  the  right  of  the  fourth,  connecting  the 
latter  with  Bradford's  Portagoese,  who  hastened  forward 
at  the  same  time  firom  the  right  of  ihe  army,  and  the 
heavy  cavalry  galloping  up  on  the  right  of  Bradford  closed 
this  front  of  battle.  The  sixth  and  seven tli  divisions, 
flanked  on  the  ri^t  by  Anson's  light  cavalry,  were  xaoged 
at  half  cannon-shot  on  a  second  line,  which  was  prolonged 
by  tiie  Spaniards  in  the  direction  of  the  third  diwon ; 
and  this  last,  reinforced  by  two  squadrons  of  the  14*h 
Drafoon.M.  mul  D'TTrhan's  Portuorucse  horsemen,  funned 
the  extreme  right  of  the  army.  Behind  all,  on  the  highest 
ground,  the  first  and  light  divisions  and  Pack's  Porta- 
guese  were  disposed  in  heavy  masses  as  a  reserve. 

When  this  ^nmd  disposition  was  OGmpleted^  the  third 
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division  and  its  attendant  horsemen,  formed  in  four 
ooluixms  and  tianked  on  the  left  bj  twelve  guns,  leceived 
ordttS  to  OIOB0  Thomieres'  line  of  marcL  The  renuunder 
of  the  fini  line,  indnding  tlie  main  body  of  the  emhy^ 
WM  to  ftdvanoe  when  the  att»ck  of  the  third  diyifnon 
should  be  developed ;  and  as  the  fourth  Jivibiun  mu^t  in. 
this  forward  movement  neceBsarilj  lend  its  Hank  to  the 
enemy's  ^ops  stfttioned  on  the  Frencli  Hermanito,  Pack 
WM  to  Mnil  thai  rock  the  moment  the  left  of  the  Biitiah 
line  pafliod  it  Thus,  after  long  coiling  and  winding,  the 
armies  came  together,  and  dniwini^  up  their  huge  irains 
like  angiy  serpents  mingled  in  deadly  strifeT 

BATTLE  OF  SALAMANCA. 

Mannont,  from  liis  Hermanito,  saw  the  country  beneath 
liiiu  suddenly  covered  with  enemies  at  a  moment  when  he 
was  in  the  act  of  making  a  complicated  evolution,  and 
when,  by  the  xaah  advance  of  his  left,  his  troops  were 
separated  into  three  parts  too  dispersed  to  assist  each 
other,  and  those  n^rest  the  enemy  neither  strong  eoongh 
to  hold  their  crround  nor  aware  of  what  they  had  to 
encotmter.  The  third  division  was  however  still  liiddcn 
by  the  western  heights,  and  he  hoped  the  tempest  of 
hnUets  in  the  basin  beneath  would  check  the  British  line 
until  he  oonld  bring  up  his  other  divisions,  and  by  the 
village  of  Arapiles  fidl  on  what  was  now  the  left  of  the 
allies'  position.  But  even  this  his  only  resource  lor 
saving  the  battle  was  weak,  for  there  were  in  reserve  ^ 
&8t  and  light  divisions  and  Pack's  Portogaese,  in  all 
twelye  thousand  troops,  witii  thirty  pieces  of  artillery; 
the  village  was  also  well  disputed,  and  the  English  rock 
stood  out  m  a  strong  bastion  of  defence.  However, 
nothing  daunted,  Marmont  despatched  officer  after  officer, 
some  to  hasten  the  troqis  from  the  forest  othm  to  stop^  » 
the  progress  of  his  left  wing,  and  irith  a  ssngoine  ex- 
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pecUition  he  still  looked  for  victory,  until  Pakenliam  shot 
with  the  third  division  like  a  meteor  across  Thomieres' 
path;  then  pxide  ax^  hope  alike  died  within  him,  and 
desperately  he  ma  hnrryiDg  in  person  to  that  £bM  point, 
when  an  exploding  shell  stretched  him  on  the  earth  with 
a  broken  as  rm  and  two  deep  wounds  in  his  side.  Oonlnsion 
ensued,  and  the  troops,  distracted  by  ill-judged  orders  and 
connter-orderg,  knew  not  where  to  movei  whom  to  %ht^  or 
whom  to  avoid. 

It  was  fire  o'dook  when  Pakenham  fell  upon  Thomieres; 
and  it  was  at  a  moment  when  that  geneial,  whose  column 
had  gained  an  open  isolated  hiU,  expected  to  see  the  allies 
in  full  retreat  towards  the  Rodrigo  road,  closely  followed 
hy  Marmont  from  the  Arapiles.  The  counter-stroke  was 
terrible  i  Two  batteries  ot  artillery  placed  on  the  summit 
of  the  western  heights  suddenly  took  his  troops  in  flank, 
Pakenham's  massiTe  odnmns,  soppoited  hj  eavahy,  wm  - 
in  his  front,  and  two-thirds  of  his  own  division,  lengthened 
out  and  unconnected,  were  still  in  a  wcod  where  they 
could  hear  but  could  not  see  the  storm  now  Iturstine:: 
isom  the  chief  to  the  lowest  soldier  all  felt  they  were  lost, 
and  in  an  instant  Pakenham,  the  most  fi»nk  and  gallant 
of  men,  commenced  the  batUe. 

As  the  British  masses  came  on,  forming  lines  while  in 
march,  the  French  gnnners,  standing  up  manfully,  sent 
out  showers  of  irrape,  and  a  crowd  of  light  troops  poured 
in  a  lire  of  musketry,  under  cover  of  which  the  main  body 
endeavoured  to  display  a  front.  But  bearing  onwards 
through  the  skifmisheis  with  the  might  of  a  giant  Paken- 
ham hrdce  the  half-itoned  lines  into  fragments,  and  sent 
the  whole  in  confusion  upon  the  advancing  supports  ;  ono 
only  officer  remained  by  the  artillery ;  standing  alone  he 
fired  the  last  gun  at  the  distance  of  a  few  yards,  but 
whether  he  lived  or  thm  died  could  not  be  seen  for  the 
smoke*  Some  squadrons  of  light  cayahy  fell  on  the  right  of 
the  third  division ;  the  fifth  regiment  repulsed  them,  and 
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tiien  B'Urban'B  Portngaese  honemen,  reinlomd  by  two 

squadrons  of  the  14th  Dragoons  under  Felton  Harvey, 
gained  the  enemy's  flank,  while  the  Oporto  regiment,  led 
by  the  English  Major  Watson,  chaiged  his  infantry,  but 
Watson  feU  dee^y  wounded  and  his  men  retired. 

Pakenham  oontmnod  hiB  tempestaons  course  againBt 
Ae  remainder  of  TbomiereB'  troops,  which  wore  now 
arrayed  on  the  wooded  heights  behind  the  first  hill,  yet 
imperfectly  and  offering  two  fronts  ;  the  one  opposed  to  the 
third  division  and  its  attendant  horsemen,  the  other  to  the 
fifth  division  Bradford's  brigade  and  the  main  holy  of 
oataliy  and  trtillery,  all  of  whioh  weie  now  moving  in  one 
greait  line  mtoss  tiie  basin*  Meanwhile  Bonet,  repulsed 
from  the  village  of  Arapiles,  was  sharply  engaged  outside 
with  the  fourth  division,  Maucune  kept  a  menacing 
position  behind  the  French  Hermanito,  Clauzel's  division 
camo  up  from  the  forest,  and  the  connection  of  the  centre 
and  left  was  in  some  measoie  restoied :  two  divisions  were 
however  yet  in  the  rear,  and  Boyer's  dragoons  were  still 
in  march.  Thomieres  had  been  killed,  Bonet,  who  suc- 
ceeded Marmont,  was  disabled,  hence  more  confusion ; 
bat  the  command  then  devolved  on  Clauzel,  and  he  was 
of  a  capacity  to  sustain  this  terrible  crisis,  which  may  be 
dras  described.  The  Ibtirth  and  fifth  divisions  and  ^rad- 
fijid's  brigade,  hotly  engaged,  wen  steadily  gmning  gronnd 
on  the  English  left  ;  the  heavy  cavalry  Anson^  light 
dn^oons  and  Bull's  troop  of  artillery  were  next  in  line, 
advancing  at  a  trot  on  Pakenham  s  left,  and  on  that 
general's  right  D'Frban's  horsemen  overlapped  the  enemy. 
Thus  in  less  than  half  an  hoar,  and  before  an  order  of 
bataehad  even  been  fonned  by  the  French,  their  com- 
mander-in-chief and  two  other  genenls  had  fiedlen,  and  the 
left  oi  their  army  was  turned,  thrown  into  confusion  and 
enveloped. 

Clauzel's  division  had  joined  Thomieres'  and  a  new 
front  had  been  spread  on  the  sonthem  heists,  bat  loose 
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and  tmfit  to  resist ;  for  thd  troops  were,  some  in  double 

lines  some  in  columns,  some  m  squares,  a  powerful  sun 
Stniek  on  their  eyes,  and  the  light  soil,  stirred  up  and 
diivea  forward  by  a  breeze  which  arose  iu  the  west  at  the 
moment  of  attack,  came  mingled  with  smoke  full  upon 
ihem  in  sach  stifling  Tolnmes,  that  scarcely  able  to 
breathe  and  qnite  nnable  to  see,  their  fire  was  giyen  at 
random.  In  this  situation,  while  Pakenham,  bearing  on- 
ward with  conquering  violence  was  closing  on  their  flank, 
and  the  hfth  division  advancing  with  a  storm  of  hre  on 
their  firont,  the  interval  between  the  two  attacks  was 
suddenly  filled  with  a  whirling  clond  of  dost,  moving 
swiftty  forward  and  carrying  within  its  womb  the  trampling 
sound  of  a  charging  multitude.  It  jusscd  the  left  of  the 
third  division,  and  then  Le  Marchant's  heavy  horsemen. 
Hanked  by  Anson's  light  cavalry,  broke  out  from  it  at 
full  speed,  and  the  next  instant  twelve  hundred  French 
in&ntiry,  formed  in  several  lines,  were  t»im]iled  down  with 
a  terrible  damonr  and  disturbance.  Bewildered  and 
blinded  they  cast  away  their  arms  and  run  tlirough  the 
openings  of  the  British  squadrons,  stooping  and  demanding 
quarter,  while  the  dragoons,  big  men  on  big  horses,  rode 
onward,  smiting  with  their  long  glittering  swords  in  nn- 
oontroUable  power,  and  the  third  division  followed  at  speedy 
shoating  as  the  French  masses  Mi  in  snecession  before 
this  dreadful  charge. 

Nor  were  these  valiant  swordsmen  vet  cxliansted.  Le 
Marchant  and  many  officers  had  fallen,  but  Cotton  and  nil 
his  staff  were  still  at  their  head,  and  with  ranks  confused 
and  blended  in  one  mass,  stiU  galloping  forward,  they  sus* 
tained  fiom  a  fresh  column  an  irr^^r  stream  of  fire 
which  emptied  a  hundred  saddles ;  yet  with  fine  courage 
and  ilownright  force,  the  survivors  broke  through  this  the 
third  and  strongest  body  of  men  that  had  encountered 
them,  and  Lord  Edward  Somerset^  continuing  his  course 
at  the  head  of  one  squadron  with  a  happy  perseverance, 
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oaptuied  five  gons^  The  Fmck  left  was  thiu  entiidj 
broken,  more  than  two  tiunisaBd  priBonem  were  taken, 

their  light  horsemen  abandoned  that  part  of  the  field,  and 
Thomieres'  division  no  lon^r  existed  as  a  mihtary  body. 
Anson's  cayahry  which  had  passed  quite  over  the  lull 
and  had  soffeied  little  in  the  charge,  iras  now  joined  by 
D'Urban'B  troopers  and  took  the  plaoe  of  Le  Manshant'a 
exhaosted  men  \  the  heavy  German  dragoons  followed  in 
reserve,  forming:  with  the  tliird  and  fifth  divisions  and  the 
gnns  one  foinii  lable  line,  two  miles  in  advance  of  where 
Pakenham  had  first  attacked :  and  that  impetuous  officer 
with  unmitigated  strength  still  pressed  £>rward  spieading 
terror  and  disorder  on  the  enemy's  left 

Bat  while  these  ngnal  eyents,  whioh  ooeiqned  about 
forty  minutes,  were  passing  on  the  nllies*  right,  a  terrible 
battle  raged  in  the  centre.  T  or  when  the  first  shock  of 
the  third  division  had  been  observed,  the  fourth  division, 
moving  in  a  line  with  the  fifth,  had  passed  the  vilkige  of 
Axapiles  under  a  prodigioas  cannonade,  and  Tigorwisly 
driving  Bonet's  troops  step  by  step  to  the  southern  and 
eastern  heights,  had  compelled  them  to  mingle  with  the 
broken  remains  of  Clauzel's  and  Thomieres'  divisions. 
Tliis  combat  ha\ing  opened  the  French  Hermanito  about 
the  time  of  the  cavaky  charge,  enabled  Pack's  Portuguese 
to  assail  that  rock,  and  the  front  of  battle  was  thus  oom- 
pletely  defined,  for  Foy's  division  was  then  exchanging  a 
distant  cannonade  with  the  first  and  light  divisions. 
However  Ikjnct's  troops,  notwithstanding  Marmont's  fall, 
and  the  loss  of  their  own  general,  fought  strongly,  and 
Clauzel  made  a  surprisingly  vigorous  efibrt,  and  beyond 
all  men's  expectations  to  restore  tiie  battle.  Soon  a  great 
change  was  visible.  Ferey's  division,  drawn  off  fym  the 
height  of  Calvarasa,  arrived  in  ^e  centre  behind  Bonet's 
men  ;  the  light  cavalry  Beyer's  drap^oons  and  two  divi- 
sions of  infantry  from  the  forest  were  also  united  there ; 
and  on  this  mass  of  fseek  men  Clauzel  rallied  the  xem- 
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nants  of  Ids  own  and  Tiiomieres'  division.  Tiius  Sarmt's, 
&MDiiier's  and  Ferej'8  unbiokeii  divia<ui9,  sapported  by 
all  th6  cmlrj,  were  Boddenly  suuned  to  oover  the  line  of 
retreat  on  Alba  de  Tormes,  while  Maucune  still  held  the 
French  Hermanito,  liavin:^  Foy  on  his  riirht. 

But  Ulauzeli  not  content  with  having  thus  got  the  army 
together  in  a  oonditioii  to  efifeot  a  letoeat^  attempted  to 
ton  the  tide  of  fictoty,  founding  hope  on  %  nusfertue 
which  had  befallen  Pa^  For  that  offioer^  asonding  1^ 
French  Hermanito  in  one  hea\7  culiimn,  was  within  thirty 
yards  of  the  summit,  believing  himself  victorioos,  when  the 
enemy  leaped  suddenly  forward  from  the  rooks  npon  Mb 
front  and  i^on  baa  1^  flank ;  Ae  hostile  masses  dosed, 
there  was  a  ihibk  elond  of  smoke,  m  shout,  a  stream  of  fire, 
and  the  side  of  the  hill  was  covered  with  the  dead  vvoundcd 
and  flying  Portuguese.  They  were  unjustly  scoffed  at  for 
this  ^ilure,  no  troops  could  have  withstood  that  crash 
Upon  anch  steep  ground,  and  the  propriety  of  attacking  the 
hill  at  all  seems  qnestioiiable.  The  lesolt  went  nigh  to 
shake  the  whole  battle.  For  the  fourth  division  had  just 
then  reached  the  sonthcm  ridge  of  the  basin  and  one 
regiment  had  actually  gained  the  summit^  when  twelve  hun- 
dred French,  arrayed  on  the  levme  dope,  chaxged  np  hill ; 
the  British  were  quite  breathless  aoad  disordered  by  the 
previous  fighting  the  French  came  up  resolutely  and 
without  a  shot  won  the  crest :  they  even  pursued  down  the 
other  side  until  two  supporting  legimeuts  below  ohecked 
them. 

This  ooontet^blow  took  place  at  the  mouMiii  of  Paok"^ 
defeat,  and  Mauenne,  no  longer  in  pain  for  the  Hermanito, 

iinm(  (iiatcly  menaced  the  left  flank  and  rear  of  the  fourth 
division  with  skinnishers,  but  a  wing  of  the  40th  regi- 
ment, wheding  about  with  a  rough  charge,  cleared  the  rear. 
Mauenne  would  not  engage  mose  deeply  at  that  time,  yet 
Feiej's  troops  pressed  vigoconsly  against  the  front  of  the 
fourth  division,  and  Brennier  did  the  same  by  the  hrst  Une 
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of  the  fifth  division  ;  Bovct's  dragoons  also  came  on  rapidly, 
and  the  allies  outflanked  and  overmatched  lost  ground  ; 
fiercely  and  fast  the  French  followed  and  the  fight  once 
more  raged  in  the  basin  below.  General  Cole  had  before 
this  fallen  deeply  wonnded,  and  Leith  bad  the  same  for- 
tune; bnt  Bmsford  promptly  drew  Spry's  PortogneBe 
brigade  from  the  second  line  of  the  fiitli  division,  and  thus 
flanked  the  advancing  columns  of  the  enemy :  yet  he  also 
fell  desperately  wounded,  and  Beyer's  dragoons  came  freely 
into  action,  because  Anson's  cavdiy  had  been  checked  after 
lie  Maxchaiit'a  charge  by  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery. 

Now  the  crisis  of  batde  had  arrived,  victory  was  for  the 
general  who  had  the  strongest  resents  in  hand,  and  Wel- 
lington, seen  that  day  at  every  point  where  and  when  his 
presence  was  most  required,  hrought  up  the  sixth  division, 
and  tamed  the  scale  by  a  charge,  rough,  strong,  and  sue- 
cessfuL  Nevertheleas  the  straggle  was  no  slight  one. 
Hnlse's  brigade,  which  was  on  the  left,  went  down  by 
hundreds,  and  the  ()lst  and  11th  regiments  won  their 
way  desperately  and  through  such  a  fire  as  British  soldiers 
only  can  sustain.  Some  of  Boyer's  dragoons  also,  breaking 
m  between  the  fifth  and  sixth  divisions,  slew  many  men 
and  caosed  some  disorder  in  the  53rd;  yet  that  brave 
regiment  lost  no  groond,  nor  did  Glansel's  impetaoos 
counter-attack  avail  at  any  point,  after  the  first  burst, 
airainst  the  steady  courage  of  the  allies.  The  Bonthem 
iidge  was  regained,  the  French  generals  Menne  and  Ferey 
were  woonded,  the  first  severely,  the  second  mortally; 
Glaosd  himsdf  was  hnrt^  Beyer's  reserve  of  drngoons^ 
coming  on  at  a  canter,  were  met  and  broken  by  ilie  fire 
of  Hulse's  noble  brigade,  and  the  current  of  the  fight 
once  more  set  for  the  British.  The  third  division  con- 
tinued to  outflank  the  enemy's  left,  Maucune  abandoned 
thr  Hermanito,  Foy  retired  firom  Calvariza,  and  the 
allied  host,  lighting  itself  as  a  gallant  ship  after  a  sadden 
gust,  again  bore  onwards  in  blood  and  §^oom :  for  though 
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the  air,  purified  by  the  storm  of  the  niglit  before,  wa^ 
peculiarly  clear,  one  va^st  cloud  of  smoke  and  dust  rolled 
along  the  basiii,  and  within  it  was  the  battle  with  all  its 
sights  and  sounds  of  tocior. 

When  Wellington  had  ihns  restored  the  fight  in  the 
centre,  he  directed  the  first  division  to  push  between  Foy 
and  the  rest  of  the  French  armv,  which  would  have  ren- 
dered  it  impossible  for  the  latter  to  rally  or  escape ;  but 
this  order  was  not  executed,  and  Foy  s  and  Maucune's 
divisions  were  skilfolly  nsed  by  Ghmzd  to  piotect  his 
fetreat  The  Ibnner,  posted  on  undulating  ground  and 
flanked  by  dragoons,  covered  the  roads  to  the  fords  of 
Hucrta  and  Eiicina  ,  the  second,  rt-iiiforced  uitli  tifteen 
guns,  was  on  a  steep  ridge  in  front  of  the  forest,  covering 
the  road  to  Alba  de  Tormes ;  and  behind  this  ridge,  the 
rest  of  the  amy,  then  falling  back  in  disorder  before  the 
third  fifth  and  sixth  divisions,  took  xefbge.  Wellington 
immediately  sent  the  light  division,  in  two  lines  flanked 
by  dri^oons,  against  Foy.  and  supported  them  with  the  first 
division  in  columns,  flanked  on  tin  riuUt  by  two  brigades 
of  the  fourth  division,  which  he  drew  from  the  centre  when 
the  sixth  division  had  restored  the  fight  The  seventh 
division  and  the  Spaniaids  followed  in  leserve,  the  country 
was  covered  with  troops,  and  a  new  anny  seemed  to  have 
arisen  out  of  the  tarth. 

Foy  throwing  out  a  cloud  of  skirmishers  retired  by 
wings,  firing  heavily  from  every  rise  of  ground  upon  the 
light  division,  which  letnmed  no  shot,  save  by  its  skir- 
mishers, and  for  three  miles  the  march  was  nnder  this 
musketry,  occasionally  thickened  by  a  cannonade,  but  the 
French  aim  was  baffled  by  the  twilight  and  rapid  gliding 
of  the  lines.  Meanwhile  the  French  general  Desgraviers 
was  killed,  the  tianking  brigades  from  the  fourth  division 
penetrated  between  Maucune  and  Foy,  and  it  seemed 
difficult  for  the  latter  to  extricate  his  troops.  Tet  he  did 
so  dexterously;  for  augmenting  his  skirmishefs  on  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


tSO  8ALAMAMCA,  JULY,  1B12.  [Book  tii. 

last  defensil)le  rid^re,  along  the  foot  of  wluch  run  a  manAj 
Btxeuai,  be  redoubled  iiis  moaketry  and  made  a  menacing 
demonstration  with  his  horsenm  just  ai  the  darlaMSS  ML 
The  Bhtiflh  gniifl  immediately  op^ed,  a  eqiiadroii  of  di»- 
goons  galloped  forweids  from  the  l«ft»  tlie  infiuntrj  im* 
petuou-iy  hastened  to  the  siLuimit  of  the  hill,  and  a  rough 
^hock  seemed  at  Land ;  but  there  was  no  1<  n^rr  uu  enemy ; 
the  main  body  had  gone  into  the  forest  on  their  left  duxiiig 
the  &dng,  and  the  nkirmiflhew  fled  swiftly  after  eorved 
by  the  amoke  and  daikneaii. 

Maucune  was  now  maintaining  a  noble  battle.  lie  was 
outflanked  and  outnumbered,  yet  the  safety  of  the  French 
army  depended  on  his  courage,  he  knew  it,  and  Paken- 
bam,  ™^*'^»g  his* bold  demeaaonry  adviaed  Clinton^  who 
mm  immedialely  in  bis  front,  not  to  assail  bim  until  ike 
third  division  should  have  turned  his  left.  Nevertheless 
Clinton  plunged  his  troops  into  action  under  great  disad- 
vantage, for  after  remamiug  some  time  unnecessarily  under 
Maneone's  batteries,  which  ploughed  heavily  throog^  their 
lanks,  they  were  soddaily  direeted  to  attack  the  bilL 
Assisted  by  a  brigade  of  the  fourth  division  tiiey  mshed 
np,  and  in  the  darkness  of  the  niglit  the  fire  showed  from 
afar  how  the  battle  went  On  the  J^glisk  side  a  sheet  of 
flame  was  seen,  sometimes  advancing  with  an  even  ftmi, 
sometimes  pricking  forth  in  spear-beada,  now  frUxng  baek 
in  waving  lines  and  anon  darting  upwards  in  one-  vast 
pyramid,  the  apex  of  which  often  approached  yet  never 
gained  tlie  actual  summit  of  the  muuntaiu  ;  but  the  French 
musketry,  rapid  as  lightning,  ^Nurkled  along  the  brow  of 
the  height  with  nnvaiying  fulness,  and  with  what  destnc- 
tive  effects  the  daik  gaps  and  changing  shapes  of  tiie 
adverse  fire  showed  too  plainly :  meanwhile  Pakenhani 
turned  the  left,  Foy  glided  into  the  forest,  and  Alaucune's 
task  being  then  completed,  the  effulgent  crest  of  the  ridge 
became  black  and  silent  and  the  wbde  Fvendi  army  van* 
isbed  as  it  were  in  the  darkness. 
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During  this  fight  Wellington  in  person  made  the  Ught 
division  advance  towards  the  ford  of  Huerta,  having  the 
forest  on  his  right ;  for  he  thought  the  >Spam^  g^ison 
was  still  in  the  castle  of  Alba,  and  that  the  enemy  must 
be  found  at  the  fords.  For  tiiis  final  Btroke  he  had 
strengdiened  hia  left  wing,  nor  was  he  direrted  fiom  it  by 
Foy  's  retreat  into  the  forest,  because  it  pointed  towards  the 
fords  of  Encina  and  Gonzalo  where  the  right  vnng  of  the 
allies  would  find  lum ;  moreover  a  squadron  of  French 
dragoons,  borsting  from  the  forest  soon  after  dark  and 
firing  thar  pistols,  had  passed  at  fall  gallop  across  the 
front  of  the  4drd  Begiment  towards  the  ford  of  Huerta, 
indicating  great  confusion  in  the  defeated  army,  and  con- 
fiminj?  Wellincrt<m's  notion  as  to  the  direction  :  vet  the 
troops  were  then  marching  through  standing  com  where  no 
enemy  could  have  preceded  them  ! 

Had  the  eaatle  of  Alba  been  held  the  French  eonld  not 
have  carried  off  a  third  of  their  annj ;  nor  wonld  fiiey  haye 
been  in  much  better  plight  if  Carlos  d'Espana,  who  soon 
discovered  hi  error  in  witli  lriiwing  the  garrison,  had 
informed  Wellington  of  the  fact ;  but  he  suppressed  it  and 
soffered  the  colonel  who  had  only  obeyed  his  orders  to  be 
oensnred.  The  left  wing  therefore  reached  the  fords  with- 
oat  meetii^  any  enemy,  and,  the  night  bebg  &r  spent, 
was  there  halted.  The  right  wing,  exhausted  by  long 
fighting,  halted  after  the  action  with  Maucunc,  and  thus 
the  French  gained  Alba  unmolested ;  yet  the  action  did 
not  terminate  without  two  remarkal)le  accidents.  While 
riding  dose  behind  the  43id  B^ment,  WeUington  was 
strack  in  the  thigh  by  a  spent  ball  whidi  passed  through 
his  hokter ;  and  in  the  night  Sir  Stapleton  Cotton,  who 
had  gone  to  the  ford  of  Huerta.  was,  in  returning,  shot 
through  the  arm  by  a  Portuguese  sentinel  whose  challenge 
he  disreirnrded.  These  were  the  last  erents  of  this  fiunoos 
battle  in  which  the  English  general,  to  ose  a  Frendi 
officer's  expiession,  defeated  forty  thomvad  fMn  in  forty 
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minuU$f  yet  he  fongbt  it  as  if  bis  genios  diBdained  sneh 

trial  of  its  strength.  Late  in  tlie  evening  of  that  gieat 
day  I  saw  him  beliiiiJ  my  regiment,  then  marchincr  to- 
wards the  ford.  He  was  alone,  the  flush  of  victory  was 
on  his  brawy  bis  eyes  were  eager  and  watcbfol,  but  bis 
Toice  was  calm  and  even  gentle.  More  than  the  lival  of 
MarlboroQgb,  for  be  bad  defeated  greater  gt^nerals  than 
Marlborough  ever  encountered,  he  seeimd  with  prescient 
pride  only  to  accept  the  victory  as  an  earnest  of  greater 
glory 


COMBAT  OF  LA  SEBNA. 

During  the  few  hours  of  darkness  succeeding  the  battle 
of  Salamanca,  Clanzel  witb  a  wonderful  diligence  passed 
tbe  Tonnes  at  Alba ;  but  Wellington  also  crossed  that 
river  with  bis  left  wing  at  daylight,  and  movino^  up 

stream  overtook  the  French  on  the  Aluuir  livulct,  iKi^r 
tlie  village  of  La  Serna.  He  launched  his  cavalry  against 
them,  and  their  squadrons  iied  from  Anson's  troopers 
abandoning  three  battalions  of  in&ntry,  wbo  in  separate 
columns  were  making  up  a  hollow  slope,  hoping  to  gain  the 
crest  of  some  heiirhts  before  the  pursuing  cavalry  could  fall 
on.  The  two  foremoj>t  reached  the  higher  ground  and  there 
formed  squares,  but  the  last,  when  half-way  up,  seeing 
Bock's  heavy  German  dragoons  galloping  hard  on,  iiftoed 
about  and  commenced  a  disorderly  fire ;  tbe  squares 
above  also  pUed  their  muskets,  and  as  the  Germans,  after 
crossing  the  Almar,  had  to  pass  a  turn  of  narrow  road  and 
clear  rough  ground  before  opening  a  chaining  front,  they 
dropped  fast  under  tbe  fire.  By  two's,  by  three's,  by  tens, 
by  tw^ties  tbey  fell,  yet  tbe  mass,  eormounting  the  diffi- 
culties of  tbe  ground,  hurtled  on  the  column  and  went  clean 
throutrh  it :  then  the  squares  above  retreated  imd  gtvcTal 
hundred  prisoners  were  made  by  those  able  and  daring 
horsemen. 
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TluB  chaige  im  BuoooBsfdl  eren  to  wonder,  and  the 
Tioton  standing  in  the  midat  of  oaptiyea  and  admiring 

friends  seemed  invincible ;  jet  those  who  witnessed  the 
scene,  nay  the  actors  themselves  remained  with  the  convic- 
tion of  the  military  truth,  —  that  cavalry  are  not  able  to 
cope  with  veteran  infantry,  aave  hj  surprise.  The  hill  of 
La  Sema  offered  a  fiightfol  spectacle  of  the  power  of  the 
nraaket  The  track  of  the  Germans  was  marked  hj  their 
huge  bodies.  A  few  minntes  only  had  the  combat  lasted 
and  above  a  luindred  had  fallen — fifty-one  ^\'cn  killed 
outright  In  several  places  man  and  horse  had  died  simul- 
taneously, and  so  saddenly^  that  falling  together  on 
their  sides  th^  appeared  still  alive,  the  horse's  legs 
stretched  out  as  in  moTement,  the  rider's  feet  in  the 
stirmps,  the  bridle  in  hand,  the  sword  raised  to  strike,  and 
the  large  hat  fastened  under  the  chin,  giving  to  the  grim 
yet  undistorted  coantenance  a  sapematural  and  tenible 
expression. 

When  the  French  £rand  their  rear-guard  attacked  they 
turned  to  its  socoonr,  bat  seeing  the  li|^t  division  coming 

up  recommenced  the  retreat,  and  they  were  soon  joined  by 
Caffarelli's  horsemen  and  guns,  under  General  Chauvel. 
Too  late  they  joined  for  the  battle,  yet  covered  the  retreat 
with  a  resolution  that  deterred  the  allied  cavalry  from 
meddling  with  them.  Claoiel  then  carried  his  tamj  off 
with  sock  celerity  that  his  head*qnarters  were  that  night 
forty  miles  from  the  field  of  battle. 

King  Joseph  was  at  tliis  time  at  131asco  Sancho,  one 
short  march  from  the  beaten  army :  he  came  to  aid  Mar- 
mont  with  fourteen  thousand  men,  and  so  early  as  the  ^  ith 
could  easUy  have  effected  a  junction ;  but  he  then  knew 
only  of  Marmont's  advance  from  the  Dnero,  not  of  his 
defeat.  Next  day  he  received,  from  that  marshal  and 
Clauzel,  letters  describing  the  battle  and  saying  the  army 
must  go  over  the  Duero  to  establish  new  communi<». 
tions  with  the  Army  of  the  North.   A  junction  witk  them 
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was  still  pof?sible.  but  the  king  retreated  in  haste,  leaving 
bekiad  two  otiicers  and  twentv-scven  L'»rscnieii,  wLu  were 
Best  day  attacked  and  captured  by  se^en  troopers  of  the 
14ih  Pngoons  led  by  Gorponl  Hwley^*  »  noble  BoU&et 
tlniadflBaribedby  an  cffieer  under  whom  he  had  many  tunes 
ciiarged.  A  finer  fellow  never  rode  into  the  fidd.  His 
feats,  besides  the  one  at  BLi^co  Sancho,  were  extraordinary. 
He  was  a  very  handsome  man,  rode  magnificently,  and  had 
altogether  sack  a  noble  beaiing  before  the  enemy  aa  is  not 
often  seen.'' 

Clanael  manbed  npon  ValladoJid,  abandoning  the  gai^ 
mom  of  Toro  TordesillaB  and  Zamora,  and  besn^  still 

pressed  by  the  British  went  up  the  Arlazan  river.  Tlitii 
the  king  passed  over  the  Guadarama  mountains  to  Madrid 
and  Wellington  entered  Valladolidy  where  he  found  large 
BtoreSi  Beventeen  pieces  of  artillery,  and  eight  hundred  sick 
andvonnded  men.  TbiB  terminated  the  Salanuuiea  opera- 
tions,  whieh  present  the  following  remarkable  resolta.  On 
the  18th  of  July  Marmont's  army,  forty-two  thousand 
sabres  and  bayonets  with  seventy-four  truns,  passed  the 
Duero  to  attack  the  allies.  On  the  3()th  it  repassed  that 
ziyer  in  retreat,  having  in  those  twelve  dayci^  inarched  two 
hnndied  mileSy  finight  three  oombats,  and  a  general  battie, 
in  whieh  one  marshal  of  France,  seven  generals,  and  twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  men  and  inferior  officers  were  killed 
wuun  led  Mr  taken,  toircther  with  two  eagles,  several  stan- 
dards and  twelve  guns,  exclusive  of  those  found  at  Valla- 
dolid.  In  the  same  period  the  aUies,  who  had  forty-six 
thousand  sabres  and  bayonets,  with  sixty  gonsy  the  exoeas 
of  men  being  Spanish,  marched  one  fanndred  and  sixty 
miles,  and  had  one  marshal,  Beresford,  four  crenerals  and 
six  thousand  oien  and  oiiioei^  killed  or  wounded. 

*  Now  SfCqgenX-m^K  at  thit  Toner. 
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Wblunotov,  baving  entiielj  Mpmted  the  king's  army 
from  Mannont'a,  bad  to  choose  between  pnTsiiing  the 

latter  uud  besieging  Burgos,  or  maiclimg  on  Madrid,  lie 
adopted  the  latter,  and  crossing  the  Guadarama  mountains 
descended  on  the  Spanish  capital,  leaving  General  Clinton 
with  twelve  thonsaiid  men  to  watch  Glanzel  and  eo- 
operate  with  Spaniards  from  Gallicia.  Joseph  had  good 
troops,  and  being  unwilling  to  fly  before  a  detachment 
occupied  the  Escurial,  placing  detachments  on  all  the 
roads.  In  this  state  i)  Ur ban's  Portuguese  cavaliy  drove 
back  Trielhord's  oatposto  and  entered  Majadah<md& 
Some  Oermaii  infrmtiy,  Bock's  heavy  cavahy,  and  a  troop 
of  hcme-artOIeiy  then  entered  Las  Rosas,  a  mile  in 
D  " Urban  s  rear  ;  but  in  the  evening,  Triclbard,  reinforced 
by  bduazzetti  s  Italian  dragoons  and  the  lancers  of  Berg, 
lefcomed ;  whereupon  Urban  called  up  the  horse- artillery 
and  wonld  have  chaiged,  bat  his  Portuguese  fled,  and 
three  of  the  guns  being  overturned  on  rough  ground  were 
taken.  The  victorious  cavalry  passed  tbrougb  Majada- 
honda  in  pursuit,  and  though  the  German  dragoons, 
albeit  surprised  in  quarters,  stopped  the  leading  French 
squadrons,  yet,  when  Sdiiassetti's  hoirse  came  up,  the  fight 
would  have  ended  badly  if  Ponsonby  s  cavaby  and  the 
seventh  division  had  not  arrived.    Trielhard  then  retired, 
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carrying  away  captive,  the  Portuguese  general,  Visconde 
de  Barbacena,  the  colonel  of  the  German  cavalry,  and 
others  of  less  rank.  The  whole  loss  was  above  two  hun- 
dred^ and  the  German  dead  lay  very  thickly  in  the  streets, 
many  were  stretched  m  theii  shirts  and  tionseis^  across  the 
sills  of  the  doois,  thus  nuinifesting  the  snddenness  of  the 
action  and  their  own  bravery. 

After  this  combat  the  king  crossed  the  Tagus  with  his 
court,  but  m  the  most  horrible  confusion,  for  his  army, 
composed  of  Spaniards  French  and  Italians,  began  to  plun- 
der the  oonToy.  Marshal  Jonidan  threw  himself  into  the 
midst  of  the  disorderly  troops,  and  b^ng  aided  by  other 
generals,  with  great  personal  risk  arrested  the  mischief, 
aiitl  succeeded  in  makinjj  the  multitude  file  over  the  bridq^e 
of  Aranjues  ;  yet  the  procession  was  lugubrious  and  sliock- 
ing ;  crowds  of  weeping  women  and  children  and  despairing 
men,  oonrtieis  of  the  highest  rank,  desperately  straggling 
with  savage  soldiers  for  the  animals  on  wlii<^  they  were 
endeaToniing  to  save  their  ftmilies.  Lord  Wellington  did 
not  molest  them.  Ignorant  of  their  situation,  or  more 
probably,  compassionating  their  misery  and  knowincr  the 
troops  could  escape  over  tlie  Tagus  he  would  not  stnke. 
Perhaps  also  he  thought  it  wise  to  leave  Joseph  with  the 
burthen  of  a  conrt. 

The  king,  expecting  to  find  a  strong  reinforcement  firom 
Soult  at  'rolcdu,  was  inclined  to  nuLrch  towards  the  Mo- 
rena  ;  but  instead  of  troops  he  fo\ind  a  positive  refusal,  and 
a  plan  for  uniting  his  own  and  Suchet  s  army  to  8oult  s 
in  Andalosia.  From  thence  aU  were  to  menace  Lisbon,  but 
this  was  too  yast  for  the  king's  genins,  and  bis  personal 
anger  at  being  denied  the  troops,  oTeranning  prudence, 
he  directed  his  march  on  Valencia,  peremptorily  com- 
laanuiiig  Soult  to  abandon  Andalusia  and  join  him  there. 
Meanwhile  Wtliington  entered  Madrid  and  was  met  by 
the  whole  population — ^not  with  feigned  enthusiasm  for  a 
conqueror  for  there  was  no  tomnltaous  eznltation,  fiunine 
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was  amonij^st  thcra,  and  misery  had  subdued  tlicir  spirit : 
bat  with  tears  and  every  sign  of  deep  emotion  they  crowded 
aroond  his  hoise^  hong  by  his  stirrape,  toaohed  his  dothes 
and  thromng  themselTes  on  their  knees  blessed  him  aloud ! 

Madrid  was  still  vexed  by  the  presence  of  an  enemy  in 
tlic  Retiro,  whicli  was  garriiuncd  with  two  thou^and  good 
soldiers  betjid(  s  convalescents,  and  contained  enormous 
stores,  twenty  thousand  stand  of  anus,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  pieces  of  artillery,  and  the  eagles  of  two  French 
T^giments.  The  works  however  were  bad,  the  French 
yielded  on  terms,  were  sent  to  Portugal,  and  on  the  way 
were  basely  robbed  and  many  murdered  by  the  escort :  an 
infamous  action  perpetrated  hy  Spaniards,  far  from  Madrid. 
It  was  strange  to  see  ir'rcnck  generals  used  to  war  thus 
giving  up  armies  as  it  were  to  their  enemies ;  for  including 
the  g^urisons  of  Toro,  Tovderillas,  Astoiga  and  Zamora, 
all  of  which  might  have  been  saved  bnt  were  not,  and  this 
of  the  Retiro,  which  should  not  have  been  left,  six  thousand 
good  soldiers  were  absolutely  given  as  a  present  to  swell 
the  loss  of  Saiamanca. 

Some  time  Wellington  remained  ,in  Madrid,  apparently 
occapied  with  balls  and  boU-fights,  yet  really  watching 
events  to  decide  whether  he  should  operate  in  the  north 
or  south.  The  hour  of  action  came  at  last.  Soult  aban- 
doned Andalusia,  and  the  29th  of  August,  his  rtar-guard, 
lost  two  hundred  men  in  Seville,  where  it  was  attacked  by 
Colonel  Skemtt  and  some  Spaniards  from  Cadiz;  the  former 
then  joined  Hill,  who  after  a  series  of  operations  against 
Drouet,  in  one  of  which  he  defeated  the  French  cavalry, 
now  cwne  to  La  Mancha.  The  south  of  Spain  was  for  the 
enemy  then  a  scene  of  confusion  which  gave  Wellington 
time  for  action  in  the  north.  His  presence  there  was 
absolutely  required  ;  for  Clausel  had  re-occupied  Yalladolid 
with  a  renovated  force  of  twenty-two  thousand  men  and 
fifty  guns,  Clinton  had  made  some  serious  errors,  and  the 
Spanish  generals  had  as  usual  failed  on  all  polnta. 
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Leaving  II ill  a  powerful  force  to  co-operate  with  all  the 
soutiiem  Spanish  armies  beyond  the  Tagii?,  Lord  Wel- 
lington  quitted  Madrid  the  Ist  of  Beptember,  and  at 
Axe?aIo  oonoentiaAed  twenty-^me  tboMaiid  nun,  three 
tiliowDd  being  cavalry  ;  yet  the  Portuguese  soldien  were 
ill  equipped,  and  could  scarcely  be  fed  becaose  of  the  con- 
unued  misconduct  of  their  «rovemment. 

On  the  <)th  he  passed  the  Dnero  to  hgl  t  Ciauzei,  and 
called  on  Caetanoe  to  join  him  widi  ^  GaUufaiiB ;  but 
Mldom  did  a  Spanish  genenl  deviate  into  aetivity ;  Caetanos 
delayed  and  Glamel  retreated  slowlj  up  the  beantiM 
valleys  of  the  Pisner<ra  and  Arlanzan,  which,  in  denial 
of  the  stories  about  French  devastation,  weie  carefollj 
cultivated  and  filled  to  repletion  with  oom  inne  and 
oil  Nor  weie  thej  deficient  in  militaiy  stpengttu  Off 
tiie  high  Toad  ditehes  and  nmleti  impeded  ^e  troopa, 
while  cross-ridges  continually  tumished  strong  positions 
flanked  with  lofty  hills  on  either  side,  by  means  of  which 
Olanzd  baffled  his  advenarj  in  a  surprising  manner. 
Each  day  he  ofifeied  battle,  yet  on  gmnd  WeDington  was 
imwilling  to  anail,  partly  because  he  momentarily  expected 
the  Gallicians,  chiefly  because  of  the  declining  state  of  his 
own  army  liuiii  sickness,  and  tliat  the  hope  of  ulterior 
operations  in  the  south  made  him  unwilling  to  lose  men. 
By  flank  movements  he  dislodged  the  enenyi  yet  each  day 
darkness  ftJl  ere  they  were  completed  and  the  moining's 
svn  always  saw  Clauzel  i^n  in  position.  Thus  he  barred 
the  way  at  eiirht  places,  and  finally  covered  Bnrcros  the 
Itith,  by  taking  the  strong  position  of  Cellada  del  Camino. 

But  deven  thoasand  Spanish  in£uitry,  three  hundred 
eaiaby,  and  mght  gvnSi  had  now  joined  Wellington,  who 
wonld  hare  Men  on  tenkly  iiie  17ih,  if  Olaosd,  alike 
wary  and  skilful,  had  not  observed  the  increased  numbers 
and  retired  in  the  night  to  Frandovinez ;  he  was  however 
next  day  pushed  sharply  back  to  the  heights  of  Buxgos, 
and  the  following  night  passed  through  that  town  leaTing 
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behind  larrre  stores  of  c^ain.  CaffarelH,  who  Lud  cnme 
down  to  [Jace  the  castle  in  a  state  oi  deUiOce,  nowjomed 
bim  and  both  retreated  upon  Bri^csca. 

The  allies  entered  fimgot  amidst  great  ooofonen.  Tht 
garrigoii  of  the  oaslile  had  set  fire  to  some  IioiieeB  impeding 
the  defence,  the  conflagration  spread,  and  the  Partidas 
gatherincr  like  wolves  round  a  carcass  entered  the  town 
for  mischK-f.  Mr.  Sydenliam,  an  eye-witne.sa  not  unused 
to  scenes  of  war,  thus  described  their  prooeedings,  What 
iriih  the  flames  and  plimdenng  of  the  goenllM,  who  are  as 
had  as  Tartars  and  Goesadu  of  the  Kisehach  or  Zagatay 
hordes,  I  was  afraid  Burgos  woold  he  entiielj  destroyed, 
but  order  was  at  length  restored  hy  the  miuiiul  exertions 
of  Don  Miguel  Alam" 

SIEGE  OF  BUBOOS. 

Caifarelli  had  placed  eighteen  hundred  iniantrj,  besides 
aitillerj-men,  in  the  castle,  and  Dubrcton,  the  govemor, 
in  coBxage  and  skiJl  surpassed  even  the  hopes  of  his  san- 
guine oountrfmen.    The  works  inclosed  a  rugged  hiU, 

between  vvliiLli  and  the  river  the  city  of  Burgos  was  situ- 
ated. An  old  wall  with  a  new  parapet  and  liaiiks  oflered 
the  first  line  of  defence  ;  the  second  line,  within  the  other, 
was  of  earth,  a  kind  of  field-retrenchment,  but  well  pali- 
saded ;  the  third  line,  sunikrly  oonstmcted,  contained  two 
elevated  points,  on  one  of  which  was  an  intrenched  build- 
ing called  the  White  Church,  on  the  other  the  ancient 
keep  of  the  castle.  This  last,  the  high^t  point,  was 
intrenched  and  surmounted  with  a  casemated  work  called 
the  Napoleon  Battery,  which  commanded  every  thin!];  around, 
sare  on  the  north.  There  the  hill  of  San  Michael,  only 
three  hundred  yards  distant  and  scaiody  less  eloTBted 
than  the  fortress,  was  defended  by  a  horn-work  with  a 
sloping  scarj)  twenty-five,  and  a  counterscarp  ten  feet  high. 
This  work  was  merely  closed  by  strong  palisades,  but  was 
under  the  fire  of  the  Napoleon  battexy,  well  flanked  by  the 
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castle,  and  covered  in  £ront  by  intrcBchments  for  out 
piequets.  Nine  heavy  gons,  eleTen  field-pieceB  and  aiz 
mortars  or  howitzeiB,  were  mounted  in  the  foitresB ;  and  as 

the  reserve  artillery  and  stores  of  the  Army  of  Portugal 
were  deposited  there  the  annament  coold  be  augmented. 

FIEST  ASSAULT. 

So  completely  commanded  were  all  the  bridges  and  fords 
over  the  Arlanzan  by  the  castle  guns,  that  two  days 
elapsed  ere  the  allies  could  cross;  but  on  the  IDth,  the 
pasBage  being  effected  above  the  town,  Major  Somen 
Goeka  with  the  79th|  sapported  by  Pack's  FOTtngaeae, 
drove  in  the  Freneh  ontpoats  on  the  hill  of  San  Michael, 
aud  in  the  niglit,  reinforced  with  the  42nd  regiment, 
assailed  the  horn-work.  The  conflict  was  murderous. 
The  main  storming  column  was  beaten  off,  and  the  attack 
wonld  have  fidled  if  Cocks  had  not  forced  an  entnmoe  by 
the  gorge.  The  garrison  was  thns  cnt  off,  yet  the  assail- 
ants were  not  closely  supported  and  the  French  breaking 
throuirli  them  escaped.  The  troops  complained  of  each 
other,  and  the  loss  was  above  four  hundred,  while  that  of 
the  enemy  was  less  than  one  hundred  aod  fifty. 

The  defences  of  the  castle  were  feeble  and  incomplete, 
yet  Wellington's  means  were  so  scant  that  he  relied  more 
upon  the  enemy's  weakness  than  his  own  power.  How- 
ever, it  was  said  water  was  scarce  and  the  provision-maga- 
xines  might  be  homed ;  wherefore  twelve  thousand  men 
were  set  to  the  sIl^c  while  twenty  thousand  fonned  the 
covering  army. 

For  the  attack,  the  trenches  were  to  be  opened  on  the 
right  of  San  Michael  towards  the  town,  and  a  batteiy  for 
five  guns  established  on  the  right  of  the  captured  horn- 
work.  A  sap  was  then  to  be  pushed  from  the  trenches 
towards  the  first  mSl^  and  from  thence  the  engineer  was 
to  proceed  by  gaiicry  and  mine. 
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When  the  first  mine  should  be  completed,  the  battery 
from  San  Michael  was  to  open  against  the  second  line  of 
d^lence,  and  the  assault  given  on  the  first  line.  Ap- 
were  then  to  be  oontmued  against  the  seoond 
line,  and  the  batteiy  tamed  against  the  thiid  line  in  jBront 
of  the  White  Ghnreh,  where  tiie  defenoes  were  ezeeedinglj 
weak.  Meanwhile  a  trench  for  musketry  was  to  be  dug 
along  the  brow  of  San  Michael,  and  a  concealed  battery 
prepared  within  the  homework  for  a  final  attack  on  the 
Napoleon  battery ;  Imt  the  artillery  consisted  of  only  three 
d^teen-ponnders  with  five  iron  twenty-fonr-ponnd  how- 
itzcrs  :  slender  means  wLich,  ratlicr  than  the  defects  of  the 
fortress,  governed  the  line  of  attack. 

When  the  hom-work  fell,  a  lodgement  was  commenced 
in  the  interior,  and  eontinned  vigoronsly  nndef  a  destrno* 
tive  fire  from  the  Napoleon  battefy,  bnt  good  ooyer  was 
obtained  in  the  night. 

On  the  21st  the  crarrison  mounted  gt  veral  field-guns, 
and  at  night  fired  heavily  with  grape  and  shells  on  the 
workmen  digging  the  mnsketry  trencL  The  22nd  this 
file  was  redonbledy  yet  the  besiegers  worked  with  little 
loss,  and  their  mnsketeers  galled  the  en«ny.  In  the  night 
the  battery  was  armed  ^vith  two  eighteen-pouiiders  and 
three  howitzers,  and  the  secret  battery  within  the  hom- 
work  was  commenced ;  but  Wellington,  now  deviating 
from  his  first  plan,  directed  an  escalade  against  the  first 
line.  In  this  view,  at  midnight  foor  hundred  men  with  lad- 

ders  ^vcru  S:;ccr!jtly  posted  in  ii  lioUrnv  road,  lift}'  )'ards  from 
the  wall,  which  was  from  twenty-three  to  twenty-five  feet 
high  without  lianks;  and  to  aid  this  main  column^  a 
Portogiiese  battalion  was  assembled  in  the  town  of  Bnigoe 
for  a  flank  attack. 
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In  ibis  MBudt,  ihhoigk  tht  rwiugogw  me  ni^Ued 
Ij  the  fin  of  ib*  oOHMii  g«dl»  tt0  pdacipal  party,  e»> 
]x>se(l  of  detachments  under  Major  Lawrie,  entered  tiie 

ditch ;  yet  altogetlier  and  confusedlj  ;  LawTie  was  killed, 
the  soldiers  who  mounted  the  ladders  were  bayonetted, 
oeahoatibte  ^w^W  weie  thrown  down  in  abundance,  tmd 
tiie  mai  psf%  way,  Imiag  half  Hhm  irambflr  httiaui. 
The  woviiM  wm  bttmght  o€  next  da^  mder  a  tract,  tod 
it  is  said,  that  on  the  body  of  m  officer  the  French  ffmnSL 
a  r  luplcte  plan  of  the  siege.  It  was  a,  very  disastrous 
attempt,  i\hich  delayed  the  regular  progress  for  two  days, 
iacwaood  the  e&es^f'a  oonnge  tad  produced  a  bad  efiiect 
upon  the  troops,  some  of  whom  were  abmidj  diapiritoil 
Uw  stom  of  tiM  him-woik. 

The  original  plan  being  now  resumed,  the  hdlow  waj 
from  whence  the  escaladcrs  had  ad^'anced,  running  along 
the  front  of  defence,  was  converted  into  a  parallel,  and  the 
treneh  made  deep  and  narrow  to  seeiie  them  firom  the 
phmgmgihot  of  teeeitk^  Muketon  wero  also  pknted 
to  keep  dawn  tlw  eBCBiy's  fin*  But  hmvy  mm  moon- 
modeil  the  troops,  and  the  French  nieed  a  palkniM  work 
on  their  own  riirht,  which  Hanked  this  parallel,  and  from 
thence  they  killed  so  many  of  the  besiegers  niarkfimen  that 
the  latter  were  withdrawn. 

In  <^  ni|^  a  flyng  fion  ti|^  of  the  panBd 
was  pwhed  witton  twenty  yaids  «f  ihe  fint  line,  kit  tke 
dSrectiag  engineer  wai  killed,  and  witii  kirn  nan j  sen,  im 
the  French  j)lied  tlicir  musketry  sharply,  and  rolled  large 
shells  down  tlie  steep  side  of  the  hill.  The  head  of  the 
sap  was  indeed  so  commanded  as  it  approached  the  wall, 
that  a  six-feet  trench,  added  to  the  height  of  the  gabions 
above,  Bcaicelj  protected  the  workmen ;  wherefoie  the 
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gallery  for  a  miDe  was  worked  as  rapidly  as  the  inexpe* 
rience  of  the  miners  would  permit 

When  the  secret  battery  in  the  hom-voik  <tf  San  Mi- 
cliael  wns  completed  two  eighteen-povndai  wm  removed 
from  ikB  fint  baMeij  to  aim  it,  being  lephoed  bj  two  im 
bewitMiSL  Thelattwwmined  to  drive  the  Fieiiebinaiktf- 
men  from  their  offensiye  palisaded  wiH,  but  tfter  firins^  one 
hundred  and  forty  rounds  m  ithuut  sncc^  the  attempt  was 
relinqoifihed^  aud  ammunition  was  so  scarce  that  the  sol* 
diers  were  paid  to  ooUeet  the  enemy's  bnlleta. 

A  ngiag  was  noir  eommeDced  in  front  of  the  first  Iwt* 
teiy,  down  tiie  ftee  of  San  Michael,  to  obtain  footing  fbr  b 
musketry  trench  to  overlook  the  enemy's  defences  below  ; 
and  though  the  \surkmen  were  exposed  to  the  whole  fire  of 
the  castle  at  the  distance  of  two  hundred  yards,  and  were 
knocked  down  fast,  the  work  went  steadily  on. 

On  the  the  galleij  was  advanoed  ei^iteen  feet  aad 
the  sofl  found  foiTOVable ;  bat  the  men,  in  paasing  the  sap, 
were  bit  by  ibe  Freneb  uailtmen,  and  an  assistant  engi- 
neer was  killed.  In  the  nieht  the  ]>amlkl  was  piulunj^ed 
on  the  right  within  twenty  yards  of  the  ramparts,  with  a 
view  to  a  seooikd  gallery  and  mine,  and  nrasketeers  were 
planted  there :  at  the  same  time  the  t^pag  was  oontinned^ 
and  the  mndcet  treneh  completed  iriib  little  lo«,  thon^ 
the  whole  file  of  ibe  castle  was  coneontrated  on  tiie  spot* 

The  27th  the  French  strengthened  their  second  line,  cut 
a  step  along  the  edge  of  the  counterscarp  for  a  covered  way, 
and  palisaded  the  communication.  The  hesiegers  iinished 
the  mnsketry  tren^  on  the  right  of  their  panUel,  and 
opened  a  giJleiy  for  akd  second  mine ;  bat  the  fiisl  mine 
went  on  slowly,  the  men  in  the  sap  being  galled  by  stones, 
grenades,  and  small  shells  which  the  French  threw  into 
the  trenches  by  hand :  the  artillery  fire  nho  knocked  over 
the  gabions  of  the  musketry  trench  on  »San  Michael  so 
fMit  that  the  troops  were  withdrawn  daring  the  day. 

In  the  nif^t  a  trench  of  communicaticn,  fonniiig  a- 
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second  parallel  behind  the  first,  was  bc^n  and  nearly  com- 
pleted iiom  the  hill  of  San  Michael,  but  at  daylight  the 
Fiench  fire  was  heavy,  and  the  shells  which  passed  over 
came  rolling  down  tho  hiU  again  into  the  trench.  The 
completion  of  the  work  was  therefore  deferred  until  nighty 
and  though  the  back  roll  of  the  sheOB  continned  to  gall 
the  troops,  this,  and  the  other  trenches  in  front  of  the  hom- 
work  above  and  on  the  right  of  the  parallel  below,  were 
filled  with  men  whose  fire  was  incessant:  the  first  mine 
abo  waa  now  completed^  and  being  kiaded  with  n  thousand 
ponnda  of  powder,  and  the  galleiy  strongly  tamped  for 
fifleen  feel  with  bags  of  clay,  another  stona  was  ordered. 

THinn  ASSAULT. 

At  midnight^  the  hollow  road  being  lined  with  men  to 
fire  on  the  defences,  the  stonning  party,  three  hnndred 
strong,  was  assembled  there,  attended  by  others  who  canned 

tools  and  materials  to  secure  a  lodgment  when  the  breach 
should  be  carried.  The  mine  was  then  exploded,  the  wall 
fell,  and  an  officer  with  twenty  men  rushed  forward  to  the 
ananlt  The  effect  of  the  explosion  was  disappointing, 
yet  it  cast  the  wall  down,  the  enemy  was  stnpified,  and 
the  forlorn  hope,  a  sergeant  and  fonr  daring  soldiers,  gained 
the  summit  of  the  breach  ;  soon  hoNYever  the  French  reco- 
vered, and  threw  them  over  pierced  with  bayonet  wounds. 
Meanwhile  the  officer,  with  his  twenty  men,  missed  the 
breach  in  the  dark,  and  finding  the  wall  unbroken  returned, 
saying  there  was  no  breaeh ;  then  the  main  body  r«|guned 
the  trenches,  and  before  the  sergeant  and  his  comrades  came 
in  with  streaming  wounds  to  tell  their  tale  the  enemy  was 
reiufurced :  the  scarcity  of  ammunition  would  not  jx-rmit  a 
fire  to  be  directed  upon  the  work  daring  the  night,  and 
the  French,  raising  a  parapet  behind  it^  placed  obstacles  on 
the  ascent  which  deterred  the  besiegeni  from  renewing  ihe 
assaolt  at  daylight 
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Twelye  days  had  now  elapsed  since  the  siege  commenced, 
one  assault  had  snoceeded,  two  had  failed,  twel?e  handled 
men  had  been  Ukd  or  ironnded,  little  progre^  was  made, 
and  the  troopB  were  dispirited,  notably  the  Portuguese,  who 
seemed  to  be  losing  their  ancient  spirit  Discipline  was 
relaxed,  ammunition  was  wasted,  work  in  the  trenches 
avoided  and  n^leoted  by  offioers  and  men,  insubordinatioiL 
was  gaining  gioond  and  leproachinl  orders  were  iasned, 
the  gnaids  only  bang  noticed  as  presenting  an  hononiable 
exception. 

The  French  marksmen  in  the  flanking  palisaded  work, 
were  bo  expert  that  every  thing  which  oonld  be  seen  from 
ihenee  was  hit,  nntil  the  howitser  battery  on  San  Michael 
was  leinfoToed  with  a  captnied  French  eighteen-poonder, 
and  this  mischievous  post  was  at  last  demolished.  At  the 
same  time  the  gallery  of  the  second  mine  was  pushed  for- 
ward, and  a  new  breaching  battery  for  three  guns  con- 
structed behind  it,  so  close  to  the  enemy's  defences,  that 
they  screened  it  hma  the  artillery  fire  of  their  npper 
ibrtresB.  To  arm  this  work  the  three  eighteen-poimders 
were  dragged  in  the  night  from  San  Michael,  and  next  day 
were,  under  a  musketry  fire  which  thinned  the  workmen, 
placed  in  battery ;  but  the  watchful  Dubreton  brought 
a  howitaser  down,  with  which  he  threw  shells  into  the  bat- 
tery, and  making  a  hole  through  a  flank  wall,  throst  out  a 
light  gim  also,  which  sent  its  bullets  whizzing  through  the 
thin  parapet  of  the  work  at  every  round.  The  allies  were 
thus  driven  from,  their  post,  more  French  cannon  were 
brooght  from  the  upper  works,  and  the  battery  was  de- 
molished, two  of  the  gim-carriages  being  disabled,  a 
tmnnion  knocked  ofl^  one  of  the  guns,  and  the  muzzle 
of  another  split :  and  vainly  the  marksmen  endeavoured 
to  quell  this  lire,  the  French  eventually  remained  masters. 

In  the  night  a  more  solid  battery  was  made  on  the  left 
of  the  rained  one,  hut  at  daylight  the  French  firoi  phmging 
from  above,  made  the  parapet  fly  off  so  rapidly,  the  besiegers 
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veUiiqiNalbed  it  tlio,  letoining  io  tlieur  minca  and  bteach- 
ing  liatterj  oa  8»n  Miofaael   The  two  gmif  stiU  serrioe- 

able  were  remandt  l  t  •  tic  upper  battery,  to  beat  down  & 
i^trenciiBi^t  forme*!  l»y  the  French  beliiml  the  old  breach  ; 
but  the  weather  was  so  wet  and  stormy,  that  the  workmen^ 
those  of  the  guards  excq>ted>  abaadomed  the  trenches,  and 
«t  daylight  the  guns  were  stiU  Aoit  of  their  dcstinatioii 
However,  on  the  2nd  of  October  they  were  placed,  and  at 
foTir  ^>  (luuk  III  the  evening,  their  tire  liaving  cleansed  the 
old  breach  and  the  second  mine  being  tamped  ias  explo- 
SMDy  ft  doable  assaxdt  was  ordered.  For  this  opeiation  a 
hattalioii  of  the  24ih  British  lUyiiwnt»  under  Oaptain 
Hedda*wiek,  was  formed  in  the  hoUow  way,  having  one 
advanced  parfv  under  Lieut.  Holmes  near  the  new  mine> 
and  a  second  imder  Lieut  Tiaier  towards  the  old  breach* 


lOVBTH  ASSAITLT. 

At  five  o'clock  the  mine  exploded  with  terrific  effect, 
Winling  nany  of  the  French  into  the  air  and  breaking 
Aoum  one  hundred  feet  of  the  waU;  the  next  instant 
HohMS  and  his  fame  nen  went  rashtng  thnm^  the 
smoke  and  crumbling  ruins ;  and  Frazer,  as  <^uick  and 
brave,  was  already  fiehting  with  the  defenders  on  the 
annunit  of  the  old  breach.  The  su|)|ports  followed  closely^ 
and  in  ft  few  minutes  both  points  were  oarxied  with  ft  kas 
of  thirty-seven  killed  and  two  hundred  wounded,  seven 
being  officers, — amongst  theaa  the  conducting  engineer. 

During  the  night  lodgments  were  formed  on  the  ruins 
of  the  new  breach,  imperfectly  and  under  a  destructive 
fire  fit)m  the  upper  defenoes ;  but  the  happy  attaok  revived 
the  spirits  of  tiM  aimyi  jessek  with  powder  were  oomi^g 
coastwise  fnm  Gomna,  a  convoy  was  ezpeoted  by  land 
from  Rodrigo,  and  a  supply  of  ammunition,  sent  by  Sir 
Home  Fophamy  reached  the  csuup  from  iSantander.  This 
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promising  state  ut"  affairs  was  uf  j^liort  diiratiun.  On  the 
evening  of  the  5th  three  hundred  French  came  swiftly 
down  the  hill,  and,  swoepiiig  ftway  labaurers  and  guards 
ficom  thetrenobw,  kiliad  cr  wouMied  iumdred  miMj 
mmj  got  poMKflM  «f  Ae  oU  hnidiy  dostaojpad  As  irorkB 
and  carried  off  all  the  tools. 

In  the  night  the  allies  repaired  the  damage  and  pushed 
sa{«  from  eack  flaok,  to  meet  in  the  centre  near  the  second 
Fmch  line  and  serve  m  %  parallel  to  check  future  sallies. 
Keaairlufe  the  homkiMm  «n  San  Midiael  ooBtiimed  their 
fin,  and  the  hmohuig  batterjr  in  tiie  hom-work  ofMied ; 
but  tRe  guns,  being  unable  to  sec  the  wall  riullicieiitly  low, 
soon  ceased  to  speak  and  the  embrasures  were  masked. 
Or  the  other  hand  the  besi^ed  could  sot,  £rom  the  fiteej^ 
neiB  tf  ^  oastle-hiU^  defSMS  tiior  gvis  to  bear  on  the 
lodgDMBt  «l  the  bmehef  in  tibe  fint  line ;  yet  their  mm- 
quetry  was  murderous,  and  they  rolled  down  large  shells 
to  retard  the  approaches  towards  the  seeond  line. 

On  the  7th  the  besiegers  were  so  close  to  the  wall  that 
the  bmnteen  above  oonld  not  play  wiihaat  danj^er  to  the 
warlonij  «idtvo  FiomIi  Md-pieoe0»  taken  in  thehoa- 
work,  wme  tabstitiited.  The  braaehing  battery  on  San 
]\Iicliael,  being  amended,  then  renewed  ita  tire  and  at  hve 
0  clock  had  beaten  down  hity  feet  from  the  parapet  of  the 
second  line,  yet  the  enemy's  retom  was  heavy  and  another 
ei^tm-posnder  kit  %  tmnioii.  In  the  nig^  Uo^« 
oniages  with  snpports  for  the  broken  inmnions  were 
provided,  and  the  disabled  gims  again  fired  with  low 
charges ;  but  rain  now  iiiled  the  trenches,  the  communi- 
oatioDs  were  induced  the  workiaen  negligent,  the  ap- 
pronoboa  to  the  aeoond  line  went  on  alowlyy  and  again 
PvhBBloa  came  tirandering  down  fiom  the  upper  gDonnd, 
drina^  the  guards  and  wofksen  from  the  new  pandlel  at 
the  lodgiiKiiU,  k  vellins:  all  the  works,  carrying  off  all  llic 
tools,  and  killing  or  wounding  two  hundred  men.  Colonel 
Oocki,  promoted  kt  hie  gattant  condnot  at  the  stonning 
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of  Saa  MuduMl,  restored  iSttd  fight  tnd  lepolsed  ihie 

French  but  fell  dead  on  the  ground  recovefred :  he  was  a 
young  man  of  a  modest  demeanour,  brave,  thooghtfol,  and 
enterprising :  he  li?ed  and  died  a  good  BoUi^. 

After  this  seffsre  eheok  the  approidies  to  the  seoond 
line  were  abandoned,  the  tranches  weie  extended  to  embmoe 
the  wliole  of  the  front  attacked,  and  as  the  battery  on  San 
I^licliacl  had  now  formed  a  practicable  breach  twenty- 
five  feet  wide,  the  parallel  was  prolonged  towards  it, 
and  a  traneh  ma  epoied  fan  madmen  at  thirty  yaida' 
distanee.  Neverfljeless  another  aaniiilt  ooold  not  he  risked, 
because  the  powder  was  nearly  exhaosted,  and  the  fhx>p6, 
if  unsuccessful,  would  liavc  been  without  aminuTiiti<»n  in 
front  of  the  French  army,  then  gathering  head  near  Bri- 
msoa.  Heated  shot  me  however  thrown  at  the  White 
Ghnrah  to  bom  the  mag^oines;  and  the  mums  wm 
direeled  to  drive  a  galleiy  on  the  other  ride  of  the  casHe 
against  the  churcli  of  S;ni  Roman,  a  building  occupied  by 
the  French  beyond  their  line. 

On  the  lOth  a  supply  of  ammnnition  arrived  from  San- 
tander,  bat  Dobreton  had  meanwhile  strengthened  his 
works,  and  isolated  the  new  breaeh  on  one  fiank  by  » 
stockade,  extending  at  right  angles  from  the  second  to  the 
third  line  of  defence.  The  fire  from  the  Na]Hjleon  battery 
then  compelled  the  besiegers  again  to  withdraw  their  guns 
within  the  hora-wotk,  and  the  attempt  to  bom  the  White 
•Ghnroh  was  relinquished,  yet  the  gallery  againet  Sea 
Eoman  was  oontinned. 

On  the  15th  the  battery  in  the  horn-work  was  reanped 
-against  the  iS'apoleon  battery,  but  was  silenced  in  three- 
qnarteiB  of  an  hour.  The  embrasures  wm  then  altered, 
that  the  gona  mi^t  bear  on  the  breaeh  in  the  seoond  line, 
and  the  besiegers  wodked  to  repair  the  nusohief  done  by 
ritiii,  and  tu  push  the  gallery  under  San  Koman,  where 
the  mine  was  loaded  with  nine  hundred  pounds  of  powder. 

The  17th  the  battery  of  the  hom-work  deaced  awaj  the 
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temporary  defences  at  the  breach,  the  howitzers  damaged 
the  lampart  oa  each  side,  and,  a  small  mine  being  sprung, 
a  caTalifir  or  mound  from  which  the  enemy  had  killed 
manymeninihetMiDeheB  was  iaken^  yet  the  Fienohaoon 
recovered  that  mak* 

On  the  18th  the  new  breach  beingj  practicable,  the  storm 
was  ordered,  the  explosion  of  the  mine  under  San  Homan 
to  be  the  signal;  that  church  was  alao  to  be  aasaiilted, 
and  between  these  attaoka  the  woika  coyering  the  ancient 
bmab  were  to  be  eeoaladed. 

*  • 

nVTH  ASSAULT. 

At  halfopast  lirar  o'dodc  the  mine  at  San  Boman  ez^ 
fdoded,  with  little  injury  to  the  ehnieh  itself  but  the  latter 

resolutely  attacked  by  some  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
troops,  and  thoui^^h  the  enemy  sprung  a  countermine,  which 
brought  the  building  entirely  down,  the  assailants  lodged 
themadTes  in  the  niins.  Meanwhile  two  handled  of  the 
Ibot-gnards,  widi  strong  supports,  pouring  through  the  old 
Inreach  in  the  first  line  esodaded  second,  and  between 
that  and  the  third  line  were  strongly  met  by  the  French. 
A  like  number  of  Gennans  under  Major  Wonub,  similarly 
snpported,  eimaltaneously  stormed  tiie  new  bfeach,  and 
some  men  mounting  the  hill  aboye  actually  gained  the 
third  line.  Unhappily  at  neither  point  did  the  supports 
follow  closely,  and  the  Germaus,  cramped  on  their  left  by 
the  enemy  s  stockade,  extended  their  ri^ht  towards  the 
goaids ;  bat  at  that  moment  Dubreton  came  dashing 
like  a  toirent  ton  the  upper  groond  and  in  an  instant 
deaied  the  breaches.  Wnimb  and  many  other  biaTe  men 
fell,  and  the  French  gathering  round  the  guards  forced 
them  beyond  the  outer  line.  More  than  two  hundred 
men  and  officers  were  killed  or  wounded  in  this  combat, 
and  next  night  the  enemy  xeoovered  San  Eoman  by  a 
sally. 
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The  siesrc  was  now  virtually  tcruiinatcd.  fur  tliuvi(:]i  tlie 
fiencii  were  beaten  out  of  Saa  iioman  agiiu,  aad  a  gailerj 
WM  oprnd  from  thai  chrnnk  against  ikm  aeeoai  Kne,  tbesa 
mn  iMEO  denoBftnlMW  Tke  Ms  itf  Baxgos  was  iaed 
OQtsida  For  while  the  mege  was  going  on,  Oaffisnfii  aadl 
Clauzel  Lad  received  a  reiiiforceiuont  «i  twelve  thousand 
men  from  France,  and  thus  forty-four  thousand  good  troops 
wmjnfmiU^n^e  the Gastla  Wfoe Oetobor^ akhoogk 
Osjoodi  not  aoi  nntil  So«ha%  appwatod  to  ^^*»fiH 
in  chief,  had  airiTed.  It  was  sIsd  sssintial  to  oonhne 
their  opemtiuns  with  the  kine,  who  had  formed  a  crreat 
army  to  recover  Madrid  ;  but  all  the  lines  of  correspondence 
were  so  cirooitoos  and  beset  by  the  PartidaSi  that  the  most 
gpeedy  tad  csrtsia  cflMnninatian  was  thwngh  the  Minister 
sf  war  at  PHri%  wiio  fand  tlie  iDfivmatian  he  wanted  in 
the  English  newspapers!  For  the  latter,  while  deoeiving 
the  British  pnblic  by  accouiits  of  battles  never  fought, 
victories  never  gained,  enthusiasm  and  vigcw  nowheore 
ensting,  with  gmt  assidnity  enligiitened  the  eMDj  1900 
tke  mnalMis,  sltnatioB,  ■otsBCBfts  tnd  fsinftiwMSts  cf 
1^  allies. 

Sonham  arrived  the  Srd  of  October  ^vitli  more  reinforce- 
ments from  France,  but  he  imagined  that  sixty  thousand 
troops  were  around  Bugos»  axdnsm  oC  the  Partid^,  mi 
tibittkresdliisM«Bwmooniiags|»fruMad^  whmas 
MM  wers  ooming,  and  liftda  nMce  tlna  Ourty  tkounnd 
were  around  Burgos,  eleven  thousand  being  Gallicians, 
ttciuxxii}  so  good  as  the  Partidas.  WelliriLrton's  real  strength 
was  in  Ids  Anglo-Portuguese^  now  only  twenty  thousand  ; 
Ibt  besides  tlioss  kiUsd  or  wMmded  at  tiis  siage^  the  mck 
had  gmM  to  the  rsar  ftster  than  the  leoofrend  men  eaiss 
np.  Some  nnattadied  regiments  and  escorts  near 
Secrovia  and  other  points  north  of  the  Guadarama,  and  a 
reinlbrcemcnt  of  five  thousand  men  had  been  sent  from 
Rngiand.  in  September ;  but  the  toner  bdfmged  to  Hill's 
axmy^  and  of  the  latter,  the  life-goaids  and  bines  had  gcme 
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i»  Liabon.  .  Henee  a  icguDMni  of  foot-gnaxds,  and  some 
detachments  <^  the  line,  in  all  tbsee  Aoiisaiid,  were  the 

only  available  forces  in  the  rear. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  siege,  the  EngHsh  general, 
seeing  the  French  scattered  and  only  reinfoiced  by  oon- 
mip4B|  did  not  £aar  intemptum;  ih»  Ims  so,  tluit  Sir 
Hone  Fopbam  mm  again  mewaoing  the  coast  Hne;  aii4 
BOW,  wben  tiiej  wen  oonoentrating,  lie  wis  wiHing  to 
fight ;  for  he  thought  Puphaui  and  tlic  guerilla^  would 
keep  CafFarelli  employed,  and  he  was  himself  a  match  for 
ClanzeL  Sooham  however,  over-rating  the  allies'  force, 
faand  a  defeat,  as  being  the  <nlj  banior  between  Well^ 
and  France;  and  £ur  firam  meditating  an  advance  dreaded 
an  attaok ;  henoe,  as  want  of  provisions  forbad  a  concen- 
tration of  liis  army  permanently  nuai'  Jiuri^os,  he  prepared,  to 
fight  on  the  Elu;).  vSoun  however,  the  English  newspapers 
told  him  Soult  was  in  loazoh  firoxa  Andalusia — that  the 
king  intended  to  mere  npon  Madrid, — that  no  English 
ttoops  had  left  that  capital  to  join  Wellington,— that  the 
wtmj  of  the  latter  was  not  nnmeroos,  and  the  castle  of 
Boigos  was  iiureiy  pressed :  then  he  resolved  to  raise  the 
siege. 

On  the  13th  a  skirmish  took  place  on  a  stream  beyond 
Menasterio,  where  Captain  Perse  of  the  16th  Dragoons, 
twice  foroed  iioin  the  bridge  twice  xeoovered  it,  and  main* 
taiaed  his  post  nntil  F.  Ponaonby,  who  commanded  the 

Cavalry  reserves,  arrived.  Ponsonby  and  Perse  were  both 
wounded,  and  this  dem  nstratiou  was  followed  by  various 
others  until  the  evening  of  the  ISth,  when  the  whole 
Frenoh  anny  was  united  and  the  advanced  gnaid  captnred 
a  pioqtiet  of  Bnmswickem.  This  sudden  movement  pie- 
Y&iM.  Wellington  taking,  as  he  designed,  the  advanced 
position  of  Monasterio.  Falling  back,  therefore,  he  took 
ground  covering  the  siege,  where  on  the  20th,  Maucune, 
advancing  with  two  divisions  of  in^try  and  one  of  cavalry, 
guned  some  advantage^  yet^  having  no  supports,  was  finally 
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outHaiikcd  and  beaten  back  to  Monasteiio  bj  two  divisions 
under  Sir  Edwaid  Paget 

There  were  now  in  position,  iwen^-one  thoosand  An^o- 
Fortngaese  in&ntfy  and  emlry,  eleven  thousand  Qalli- 

ciana,  and  the  guerilla  horsemen  of  Marquinez  and  Julian 
Sanchez.  Four  thousand  were  troopers,  but  only  two 
thousand  six  hundred  were  British  and  German,  and  the 
Spanish  honemen^  regular  or  irregular,  oonld  scarcely  bo 
leokoned  as  oomhatants.  The  artilleiy  oonnted  forij-two 
pieces,  including  twelve  Spanish  gons  extremely  ill  equipped 
and  scant  of  ammunition.  The  French  had  nearly  five 
thousand  cavalry,  and  more  than  sixty  i^ing.  WclHn^n 
stood  therefore  at  great  disadvantage  in  numbers,  compo- 
sition, and  real  strength.  In  his  r^  was  the  castle  and 
the  river  Axianzaa,  the  fends  and  bridges  of  which  were 
commanded  by  the  guns  of  tiie  fortress ;  his  generals  of 
division,  Paget  excepted,  were  not  of  marked  ability,  his 
troops  were  somewhat  desponding,  and  deteriorated  in  dis- 
cipline. His  situation  was  altogether  dangerous.  Victory 
could  scarcely  be  expected,  defeat  would  be  destruction, 
and  he  had  provoked  a  battle  not  knowing  Oa&reUi's 
troops  were  nnited  to  SoQham'& 

Souham  should  have  forced  an  action,  because  his  ground 
was  strong,  his  retreat  open,  his  army  powerful  a  ad  com- 
pact, his  soldiers  full  of  confidence,  his  lieutenants,  Glauzel 
Mamnine  and  Foy,  men  of  distinguished  talents,  able  to 
seoond,  and  »ble  to  socoeed  him  in  the  ohief  command: 
the  chances  of  victory  were  great,  the  chances  of  defeat 
comparatively  small.  It  was  thus  he  judged  the  matter 
himself,  for  Maucune's  advance  was  desit^ed  as  the  pre- 
lude to  a  great  battle,  and  the  English  general  was  then 
willing  to  stand  the  trial  fiat  generals  are  not  absolute 
masters  of  events.  Extraneons  events  here  governed  both 
sides.  The  king  by  the  junction  of  Sonlt's  army  was  at 
the  head  of  a  great  foree,  and  had  dengned  not  only  to 
drive  Hiil  iiuui  Madrid  but  to  cut  Wellington  off  from 
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Portugal :  hence  he  had  ordered  Seiih-iiu  not  to  fight.  Hill 
at  the  same  time  frave  notice  of  the  king's  advance ;  and 
Wellington,  fearing  to  be  isolated  when  HiU  was  forced 
fiom  Madrid,  xaised  the  aef^e  and  xesolved  to  letreat 

Some  fitting  bad  meanwhile  taken  place  at  Bnigoa. 
Dnbreton  had  agun  obtained  poflsession  of  the  rains  of  San 
Roman  l  ut  was  diivcn  away  next  mominir,  and  then,  the 
order  to  raise  the  siege  being  received,  the  guns  and  stor^ 
were  removed  from  the  batteries.  The  greatest  part  of  the 
dian^t  animals  had  however  gone  to  fetch  powder  and 
artillery  from  Santander,  and  the  eighteen-ponnden  conld 
not  be  earned  off.   Thna  the  mege  was  raised  after  five 

assaults,  several  sallies  and  thirty-tLrce  Jays  uf  iuycstment, 
duriug  which  the  besiegers  Ljst  more  than  two  thousand, 
and  the  besieged  six  hundred  men  killed  or  wounded :  the 
latter  also  suffered  severely  from  continual  labour,  want  of 
water  and  bad  weather;  for  the  fortress  was  too  small  to 
aiffioid  shelter  for  the  garrison,  and  the  greater  part  had 
bivouacked  between  the  lines  of  defence. 

BETBBAT  FROM  BUBOOS. 

It  was  commenced  in  the  ni^t  of  the  21st  by  the  follow* 

ing  daring  enterprise.  The  army  quitted  its  position  after 
dark,  the  artillery,  the  wheels  being  muffled  with  ^traw, 
passed  the  bridge  of  Burgos  under  the  castle  guns  with  such 
silence  and  celenty,  that  Dubreton,  watchful  and  suspicious 
as  he  was,  knew  nothing  of  the  march  until  the  partidas, 
fittling  in  nerve,  commenced  galloping,  when  he  ponied  a 
destnictive  fixe  down  bnt  soon  lost  the  range.  By  tiiis 
delicate  operation  Souham  was  compelled  to  follow,  instead 
of  using  the  castle  to  intercept  the  line  of  retreat ;  for  if 
Wellington  had  avoided  the  fortress,  the  French  by  passing 
through  it  coold  have  forestalled  him  at  OeUada  del 
Camino. 

The  23rd  the  infimtiy  crossed  the  Pisnerga ;  bat  while 
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the  main  body  made  this  long  march,  Bouham,  luiviiig 
pMBod  through  BngOB  in  the  night  of  the  22nd,  fjyrooBlj 
attidced  tiie  m^i^uid  under  Sir  StspMoB  CottoB,  whidi 
was  conpofled  of  etfaliy  «id  homo  MftiHery,  tw»  ht*- 

talions  of  Germans  and  tlie  partidas  of  Marc^uincz  and 

Snnrhez. 

A  t  ^^eA  on  o'clock  the  pickets  were  fixei  dziTOB  £rom  the 
bridge  oi  fianiel,  and  thai  fnm  the  HonnMi  8traaiB»  alter 
lAack  the  whole  m^gnaid  drew  up  in  a  lar^c  plain  behiBd 
OeUada  Cammino.  It  had  on  the  left  a  range  of  hills 
ocrapie(!  hy  Marquinez,  on  the  rifrht  the  Arlanian,  and 
across  the  middle  of  tiie  plain  a  marshy  rivulet  cut  the 
nnm  road,  being  only  paanUe  hy  a  fittfe  bridge  near  a 
howe  caDed  the  Yenta  de  Fobik  In  front,  abooi  ludf-way 
between  this  stream  and  Cellada,  there  wae  a  hrtNid  ditoh 
with  a  P(X'"n(]  bridge  and  a  hamlet.  Cotton  retired  ov<* 
the  marshy  stream^  bat  left  Anson's  horsemen  and  Halket's 
in^intrj  as  a  rcar-gnard  bejond  the  ditch,  and  then  Ansoiiy 
placing  the  11th  Dngoona  and  the  gona  in  advaaoe  at 
Gellada  Camino  on  a  gentle  eminence,  likewise  prepared  to 
pass  tlic  stream. 

OOlOUkX  OF  YBVTA  DS  POZO. 

When  tiie  French  approaehed  Ceilada>  two  Bqiadnw 

of  the  11th  beat  back  their  leading  horsemen  and  the 
artillen'  plied  them  briskly  mth  shot ;  yet  the  main  body, 
adirancing  at  a  trot  along  the  road,  oompolled  the  whole  to 
retire  beyond  the  bridge  of  Yenta  de  P<^.  Meanwluk 
tile  Fiench  general  Ooito,  leading  a  brigade  of  hnflsani  and 
Mbwed  by  Boyer's  dragoons,  ascended  the  bills  and  drove 
Marquinez  from  them  towards  a  raTine  at  the  foot,  which 
could  only  be  jmssed  at  particular  points ;  towards  one  of 
tboae  tiie  partida  galloped,  just  as  the  French  on  the 
plain,  after  a  abaip  atnigg^  had  forced  the  llih  Piagooa» 
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ncToss  the  diidi  betvreoi  Gelkda  and  Veiita  de  Pozo. 
The  Qmom  vAmm  in  tiM  laailei,  audi  the  £Mk 
might  have  been  disputed  if  it  had  Bot  been  ihm  tmed 

})y  Curto  y  but  that  event  compelled  Anson  to  retire  on  the 
Venta  de  Pozo  stream.  His  movement  was  covered  by  the 
16th  Dngoitts,  and  while  passing  the  bridge  there,  the 
pvtidMy  peoriag  deim  firam  the  hills,  80  closely  par- 
sued  by  the  Fieneh  hnssais  ihsit  the  luzed  mm  hvrded 
on  the  flank  of  the  16th  at  the  moment  it  was  chars^cd 
in  rear  by  the  enemy  pursuing  in  the  plain  :  Colonel 
Pelley  and  many  men  were  taken ,  and  the  regiment  waa 
driyen  back  on  the  leseryeo,  whieh  heweyer  stood  fts^  and 
i^ethe  Fxcneh  weie  lefbning  tiie  whole  got  over  the 
of  YeBta  de  Pom. 
Cotton  now  formed  a  new  line.  Anson  was  on  the  left 
of  the  road,  the  German  in&ntiy  and  guns  were  in  supp<Mrt, 
the  heavy  German  cavabry  on  the  right — the  whole  pre« 
sentfaig  an  impoBung  ovder  of  battle.  Bat  then  Gaffiueelli'B 
eavahy,  composed  of  the  Isneevs  ef  Bevg  a  r^me&t  of 
chassenrs  and  several  squadrons  of  gens  d'armes,  all  fresh 
men,  entered  the  line  on  the  French  left.  At  tirst  they 
tried  the  stream  on  a  wide  iront,  and  finding  it  impaasable 
vriieded  with  a  qoiek  daring  deeinoii  to  tiieir  i^t,  trot> 
ting  under  the  heavy  poimfiiig  ef  the  English  artillery 
oyer  the  bridge  and  forming  beyond  in  opposition  to  the 
German  cavalry.  The  latter  chars^ed  ivith  a  rour^h  shock 
and  broke  their  right,  but  they  had  let  too  many  come 
aw^t  the  Fiendi  kit  gained  an  advantage,  and  their  x^l^ 
beiag  foil  of  metde,  lalHed;  then  a  teim  swesd  eembai 
had  place,  in  which  tiie  gens  d'annes  fovglil  m>  fiercely  tlMil 
the  Grennans,  maugre  their  size  and  courage  and  tlie  su]ie- 
riority  of  their  horses,  were  beaten  back  in  disorder.  The 
French  followed  on  the  spnr  with  shrill  and  eager  cries, 
and  Aamn  being  outflanked  and  menaced  on  both  sides 
retreated  also,  not  happily,  hs  Boyec^s  dragoons  had  new 
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erased  the  mine  at  th^  foot  of  the  hills  and  came  thvn* 
deriiig  in  on  his  left,  breaking  the  xanks  and  sending  all 

to  the  rear  in  a  confdsed  mass. 

The  Germans  first  extricated  themselves  and  formed  a 
firesh  line  on  which  the  others  rallied,  and  the  gens  d'armes 
and  lancers,  who  had  suffered  seyerely  from  the  artilleiy  as 
well  as  in  the  awoid-fight,  halted ;  hot  Bojer's  dngoons^ 
ten  squadrons,  then  attacked  the  new  line  which  was  still 
confused  and  wavering,  and  though  the  German  officetB  rode 
gallantly  to  meet  the  chaise  their  men  iulluwed  but  a  short 
way  and  finally  turned,  when  the  swiftn^  of  the  Engli^ 
hocaes  alone  prevented  a  tenible  catastrophe. 

Some  &TOiiiable  gronnd  enaUed  the  line  to  refonn  onoe 
more,  yet  only  to  he  again  broken ;  bat  meanwhile  Welling- 
ton in  person  placed  Halket  s  infantry  and  the  guns  in  a 
poBitioM  to  cover  the  cavalry,  and  they  remained  tranquil 
until  the  enemy,  in  full  pursuit  after  the  last  charge,  came 
galloping  down  lending  their  left  flank,  when  the  power  of 
ate  musket  was  manifested.  A  tempest  of  bullets  emptied 
the  French  saddles  by  scores,  their  hitherto  Tictodoaa 
horsemen  after  three  froitleBS  charges  drew  off  to  the  hiUs, 
and  the  British  cavalry,  covered  by  the  infantry,  made  good 
its  retreat  to  the  Pisuerga.  The  loss  in  this  combat  was 
considerable  on  both  sides.  The  French  sofiloed  most,  but 
took  a  cdoneL  and  seventy  other  prisoners ;  and  before  the 
%ht  they  captured  a  commissaiiat  store  near  Bui^gos. 

While  the  rear-guard  was  thus  engaged,  dnmkenness 
and  insuburclinatiun,  the  usual  concomitants  of  an  English 
retreat,  wero  exhibited  at  Torquemada,  wli<  rc  the  well- 
Stored  wine- vaults  became  the  prey  of  the  eohiici  y :  twelve 
thoosand  men  were  at  one  time  in  a  state  of  helpless  ine* 
bvtety.  This  WB8  bad,  and  Wellington  having  now  retreated 
fifty  miles,  resolved  to  check  the  pursuit  His  previooB 
arrangements  had  been  well  combined,  but  the  means  of 
trail. ^purt  were  scanty,  the  weather  severe,  his  convoys 
of  sick  and  wounded  were  still  on  the  wrong  side  of  the 
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Duero ;  wherefore,  crossing  the  Carion  river  at  its  coaflaeDoe 
with  the  lower  Puneigay  he  turned  and  halted. 

Here  he  was  joined  bj  a  regiment  of  guards  and  detach- 
ments coming  from  Oordia,  and  his  gronnd,  extending  from 

Villa  Uriel  to  Dueuas  Ijilow  the  meeting  of  the  waten?, 
war^  strong ;  f<jr  though  the  upper  Pisuerga  was  parallel  to 
the  Carion,  the  lower  part  turned  suddenly  to  flow  at  a  right 
anglo  from  the  conflaenoes.  Hence  his  position,  a  range  of 
hills,  lofty  yet  descending  with  an  easy  sweep,  was  covered 
in  front  by  the  Oarion,  and  on  the  right  by  the  lower 
Pisiierfica.  A  detachment  was  left  to  destroy  the  hridge  of 
Baiios  on  tliis  last  river,  and  a  battalion  was  sent  to  aid 
the  Spaniards  in  destroying  the  bridges  high  up  on  the 
Canon  at  Palencia.  On  the  immediate  front  some  hon86» 
and  convents  beyond  both  rivers,  furnished  posts  to  cover 
the  deetraction  of  the  bridges  of  Mtiriel  and  San  Istdio  on 
the  Cariun,  and  that  of  Duciias  on  the  lower  Pisutrga. 

Souham  cannonaded  the  rear-giiard  at  Torqnemada  on 
the  24fth,  and  passing  the  upper  Pisuei^  sent  i^'oy's 
division  against  Palencia^  bat  ordered  Mancnne  to  pursuo 
ihe  allies  to  the  bridges  of  Bancs,  Isidxo,  and  Mnriel, 
halting  himself,  if  feme  does  not  lie,  beeanse  the  nnmber 
of  French  drunkards  were  even  more  numerous  than  those 
of  the  British  army. 

COMBAT  ON  THE  CAEION. 

Before  the  enemy  appeared  the  snmmits  of  tlie  hills 

were  crowned,  the  bridges  Kiined.  and  that  San  Isidro 
Ftr^mgly  protected  by  a  convent  liiled  with  troops.  The 
left  of  the  position  was  equally  strong,  but  the  advantage 
of  a  dry  canal  with  high  banks,  running  parallel  with  the 
Carion,  were  oveilookedy  and  ihe  village  of  Muriel  was 
not  occupied  in  snffiaent  strength.  Foy  meanwhile  reached 
Palencia,  where,  according  to  some  French  writers,  a 
treacherous  attempt  was  made  imder  cover  of  a  parley,  to 
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kill  him ;  be  kowmr  drove  tlie  allies  with  lois  6om  the 
town,  and  in  each  baste  that  all  the  bridges  were  abesi- 

doned  in  a  perfect  condition,  and  the  French  cavalry 
spreading  abroad  gatLi^rcnl  baggage  and  pri^u&rs. 

This  untoward  ev*  nt  cuinptlkd  WoUingion  to  throw 
heck  has  left  at  Muiiel,  thus  offving  two  fronts,  the  one 
fteing  Pelenoia  the  otiier  the  Canon,  and  in  thst  state 
Maiicune,  having  dispersed  some  ca<;adore3  dctLnding  % 
furd,  fell  with  a  strong  l>ody  luiantry  and  guns  on  the 
troops  at  Muriel,  just  as  a  mine  was  exploded  and  the 
party  ooTenng  the  bndgs  wen  pessiiig  the  broken  eieh 
bj  means  of  laddeo.  The  play  of  the  mine  obeoked  the 
advance  of  the  French,  but  suddenly  a  horseman,  daxtiBg 
at  full  sp<'<'d  from  their  cohimn.  rode  down  lu  the  bridge 
under  a  ihghk  of  bullets  from  his  own  people,  calling  out 
he  was  »  doserter.  When  he  feached  the  chasm  mads  by 
the  ezplosiony  be  Potently  ebeoked  his  firaming  bone^ 
held  up  bis  bands,  ezdsimed  that  be  was  a  lost  man,  and 
with  hurried  aecents  asked  if  there  was  no  ford  near. 
The  good-uatu£ed  soldiers  pointed  to  one  a  little  way  oS, 
whersnpon  the  gallant  £aUow  looked  earnestly  for  a  few 
moments  to  fix  the  ezact  point,  than  wbeeliiig  sharply 
ronn  d,  kissed  his  band  in  derision^  and  handing  low  over 

his  saddle-bow  da,<hed  back  to  his  own  comrades,  amidst 
showers  of  siiot  and  shouts  of  laughter  from  both  sid^ 
Mancone's  column,  covered  by  a  concentrated  hre  of  gons, 
then  passed  the  liver  at  the  ford  thns  disooyerod,  made 
some  prisoners  in  the  village  and  lined  the  dry  bed  of  tiie 
canal. 

At  this  moment  Wellinn^on  came  up  and  turning  some 
guns  upon  the  enemy  desired  that  the  village  and  canal 
might  be  rotaken ;  General  Oswald  said  they  oonld  not 
be  bdd  afterwards,  bnt  Wellington,  whose  retreat  was 

endangered  by  the  presence  of  the  enemy  on  that  side 
of  the  river,  peremptorily  » i  I-  red  one  brigtide  to  attack 
the  main  body,  and  another  brigade  to  dear  the  canal^ 
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strengtliuiiiiig  tiic  last  with  Spanbh  troops  and  Bruiis- 
uickers.  A  sharp  fire  of  artillery  and  uiubketry  ensued, 
^nd  the  allies  suffered  some  loss,  especially  by  cannon-shot, 
wbiek  fam  ^  other  side  of  the  riT«r  phinped  into  the 
Merrea  a»d  Hbxvw  the  Spaniaida  into  oonfasion:  tiiej  iran 
^Edling  back,  ivhen  ^eir  fiery  coittlryiittn^  Mignd  Alam, 
with  exhortatiuQ  and  example,  for  tliough  wounded  he 
would  not  retire,  urged  them  forward  until  the  enemy  was 
driven  over  tha  ri¥e& 

Ikoi]^  tlMfle  efents  other  Fr^iok  tnx^  ajHw^tod 
mtBooowsfally  to  seuse  the  lai^  of  San  Ittdro»  but  at 
titat  of  BaSot  on  the  Pianerga  the  wme  ftaled,  and  tiidr 
cavalry  galloping  over  made  both  working  and  covering 
party  prisoners.  Wellington  a  position  was  thus  sapped. 
For  Souham  ooiild  concentrate  on  the  allies*  left  by  Fa- 
landa  and  fince  them  to  fight  with  ikm  back  upon  the 
lower  Fiatieiga ;  or  he  oonld  paai  Ant  nra  on  hie  own  • 
left  and  fSoreatal  tiiem  on  the  Dneio  at  Tndehk  If  the 
allies  pushed  over  the  Pisuerga  by  the  hiitlire  of  Duefuis, 
Souham,  having  the  initial  movement,  might  be  first  un 
the  ground  while  Foy  fell  on  their  rear.  If  Wellington 
mght,  bj  n  n^id  morttiient  down  the  right  of  the 
PisiMiga^  to  CHMB  at  Cabeion,  the  next  bridge,  and  so 
gain  ^e  Dnero,  Sonham,  moving  by  the  left  bank,  might 
fail  on  him  wLilc  in  march  and  hampered  between  the 
Duero,  Pisuerga,  and  Esque villa  :  he  must  then  have  retired 
through  Valladolid  and  Simancas,  giving  up  his  com- 
nmnioailionB  with  Hill.  In  this  oritieal  state  of  affioiSi 
keeping  good  wateh  on  the  left  of  tiie  Pisneigay  and  knowing 
Ute  groond  l^iere  was  rugged,  the  roads  narrow  and  bad, 
while  on  the  right  bunk  they  were  good  and  wide,  the 
English  general  sent  his  baggage  in  the  night  to  Valla- 
dolid,  withdrew  all  the  troops  before  day-break  on  the 
26thy  made  a  nzteen^nule  march  to  Cabeaon,  paaaed  to 
^  left  of  the  Fiaaerga,  and  mined  the  bridge.  It  wae 
a  fine  stroke  of  generalship. 

6  2 
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Bdog  then  master  of  bui  own  movemehts  be  seat  a  de- 
tadunent  to  liold  the  bridge  of  Tndds  on  the  Dneto,  imme- 
diately behind  liiiu.  and  employed  the  seventh  division  to 
secure  the  iiiuit-  diatant  bridges  of  Valladolid,  Simanctis, 
and  Tordesillas.  The  line  of  that  great  river,  now  in  foil 
water^  being  thus  aflsaied,  he  again  halted,  portlj  becaaae 
ihe  groond  was  &Toiixabley  parUj  to  giye  ihe  oommiasary- 
general  Kennedy  time  to  remore  the  rick  men  and  other 
, incumbrances  fr<  iri  Sukananca.  This  operation  was  at- 
tended with  great  disasters,  from  the  negligence  of  medical 
and  escorting  officers  conducting  the  oonvoys,  and  the 
oolueqnent  bad  conduct  of  the  aohUen.  Ontngea 
perpetrated  on  the  inhabitants  along  the  whole  line  of 
march,  terror  was  predominant,  and  the  ill-nsed  driTeis 
and  Liuktecrs  deserted  by  hundreds,  some  with,  some 
without  their  cattle.  Great  sufferings  were  endured  by  the 
sick,  the  commissariat  lost  nearly  the  whole  of  the  animals 
and  carriages  employed,  the  villages  were  abandoned,  and 
the  nnder-commissaries  were  bewildered,  or  paralyzed  by 
the  temble  disorder  thus  spread  along  the  line  of  com- 
munication. 

8onham  pursued  on  the  26th  by  the  right  of  the 
Pisuerga,  deterred  £rom  taking  the  left  bank,  by  the  rugged 
nature  of  the  ground,  and  by  the  king's  orders  not  to  risk 
a  serious  action.  In  the  morning  of  the  27th  his  whole 
army  was  collected  in  front  of  Cabezon,  hut  he  contented 
himself  with  a  cannonade  and  an  unmeaning  display:  the 
former  killed  Colonel  Robe  of  the  artillery,  the  latter  en- 
abled Wellington  for  the  first  time  to  discover  the  numbers 
he  had  to  contend  with,  and  taught  him  that  he  could  hold 
neither  the  Pisueiga  nor  the  Duero  permanently.  If  ever- 
iheless  he  k  1 1  his  actual  position,  and  when  the  French, 
leaving  a  division  in  his  front,  extended  their  right  by 
Valladolid  to  Simancas,  he  caused  the  bridges  at  those 
places  to  be  destroyed.  Congratulating  himself  that  he 
had  not  fought  in  front  of  Bulges  with  so  powerM  aa 
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army,  he  now  resolved  to  retire  behind  the  Duero  and,  if 
pressed,  even  behind  the  Tormes.  Meanwhile,  as  General 
Hill  would  then  be  liable  to  a  flank  attack,  and  the  more 
certamly  if  any  disaster  happened  on  the  Dneio,  he  ordered 
him  to  retreat  at  once  from  Madrid,  giving  a  discretion  as 
to  the  line,  yet  denring  him,  if  possible,  to  come  by  the 
Guadarama  passes :  for  he  still  desijrned,  if  all  went  well, 
to  unite  with  Hill  in  a  central  position,  keep  Souham  in 
check  with  a  part  of  his  force,  and  with  the  remainder  fall 
upon  Sonlt  who  was  now  directing  the  king's  army. 

On  the  28ih  Sooham,  still  extending  his  right,  endea- 
voured to  force  the  bridges  at  Valladolid  and  Simanoas  on 
the  Pisuerga,  and  that  of  Tordcsillas  on  the  Dnero.  The 
first  was  defended  by  the  seventh  division,  but  the  French 
being  strong  and  eager  at  the  second  it  was  destroyed,  and 
the  regiment  of  Branswick  Oels  was  detached  to  rain  that 
of  Tordenllas.  This  was  effected,  and  a  tower  behind  the 
rains  being  coenpied,  the  remainder  of  the  Brunswickers 
took  post  in  a  pine  wood  at  some  distance.  The  French 
arrived  and  seemed  baffled,  yet  very  soon  sixty  officers  and 
non-commissioned  officers,  headed  by  Captain  Guingret,  a 
daxing  man,  £»rmed  a  small  raft  to  hold  their  arms  and 
elo&es,  and  then  plunged  into  the  water  with  their  swords 
between  their  teeth,  swimming  and  pushing  the  raft  before 
them.  Under  protection  of  a  cani]  aiade  they  thus  crossed 
this  great  river,  though  it  was  in  full  and  strong  water,  and 
the  weather  veiy  oold»  and  having  reached  the  other  side, 
naked  as  they  were  stormed  the  tower,  whereapon  the  Brnns- 
wickers,  amazed  at  tiie  action,  abandoned  their  gronnd, 
leaving  the  gallant  Frenchmen  masters  of  the  passage. 

When  Weliiiiirton  heard  of  the  attack  at  Simancas,  and 
saw  the  whole  French  army  in  march  to  its  right  down  the 
Pisuerga,  he  destroyed  the  bridges  at  Valladolid  and  Cabe- 
and  crossed  the  Doero  at  Tudela  and  Puente  de  Duero 
on  the  29th;  but  scareelj  had  he  effected  this  when  intel- 
ligence of  Gningret's  splendid  action  at  Tordesillas  reached 
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Idm.  His  position  was  criMcal,  bat  vnik  tiie  deoinon  of  a 
gjeat  captain  he  marched  instantly  by  his  loft,  rt.(i(  lied  the 
heights  between  liucda  and  Tordesillas  on  the  oOth,  and 
there  fronting  his  powtfiul  enemy  forbad  fnrther  progress. 
The  boadge  had  been  veptiied  lij  the  Fvenoh,  but  their 
main  body  had  not  yet  amyed,  and  WeUington'a  Mopaciny 
position  was  too  ngnificant  (o  be  nuamdentood.  The 
bridges  of  Toro  and  Zamora  were  then  destroyed  by  detach- 
ments, and  though  the  French,  spreailitig  along  tln'  river, 
ooQunenoed  repairing  the  former,  the  junction  with  Hill's 
amy  waa  ingued,  and  the  English  generaly  thinking  the 
bridge  of  Tdo  oonld  not  be  veatovtid  for  aerenl  days,  again 
hoped  to  maintain  the  line  of  the  Bmo  pennanently,  be- 
caiLst;  1 1  ill,  of  whose  operations  it  now  Lime  to  speak,  was- 
fast  approaching. 

BBTREAT  fKOU  MADBTO. 

The  king  moved  with  fifty  thonaand  Teteran  infimtry^ 

eight  thousand'cavalry  and  eighty-four  pieces  of  artillery, 
to  drive  the  allies  from  Madrid.  Sonlt  and  Jourdan  a<;ted 
under  him,  and  the  former  fiist  attacked  General  Cole  at 
the  Puente  Largo,  near  Aranjuez  (m  the  Tagns,  but  though 
the  English  mines  £uled  to  destroy  the  bridge  the  Fienoh 
wererigoioafllyiepiiked.  General  Hill  being  thus  menaced 
resolyed  to  retreat  by  the  Guadarama  and  join  Wellington, 
who  h('  knew  to  be  pressed  by  superior  forces:  he  also 
thought  the  valley  of  the  Tagus,  although  opened,  could 
not  furnish  pcoTisions  for  the  French ;  but  the  commissary 
who  had  the  care  of  that  line  had  not  lemoyed  the  great 
magaiines  Ibnned  for  the  alUes'  adwioe  to  Madrid,  and 
they  wm  fbU.  Soolt  might  haTO  naed  them  to  interpose 
between  Wellington  and  Portugal  while  Sonham  pressed 
him  in  retreat ;  yet  neither  he  nor  Hill  nor  Wellington 
knew  of  their  existence !  Such  is  war. 
Hill  burned  his  pontoons  and  then  cansing  the  fort  <^ 
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the  Ketiro  m  Madiid  to  be  blown  up  with  all  its  stores^ 
lelreated  by  easy  marches  aeross  the  Guadarama^  followed 
gently  by  the  ]^!eiich;  fi>r  Sonlt  did  not  know  his  actual 

force,  and,  suspecting  Wellington's  design  to  unite  and 
ficrht  a  battle,  moved  cautiously.  When  near  Arevalo,  fresh 
orders,  founded  on  new  combinati(»i8,  changed  the  direction 
of  Hill's  uuffch.  Souham  had  repaixed  the  bridge  of  Toio 
several  days  sooner  than  WeUington  escpected,  and  thns  his 
design  to  join  Hill  on  ihe  Adaja  and  attacik  Sonlt  was 
baffled ;  for  Souham,  possessing  Toro  and  Tordesillas,  could 
fall  upon  his  rear;  and  he  could  not  bring  Hill  up  to  attack 
Souham,  because,  haidng  destroyed  the  bridges,  he  had  no 
means  to  pass  the  D«eio,  and  Sonlt  moving  by  Fontiveros 
would  leach  the  Tonnes  on  his  lear.  His  central  position 
as  tkcrcfure  no  longer  available  for  offence  or  defence,  and 
he  directed  Hill  to  gain  Alba  de  Tonnes  at  once  by  the 
road  of  Fontiveros.  On  the  6th  he  f<^  back  himself  to 
San  Ohristoval,  covering  Salamanca. 

Joseph,  thinking  to  pfevent  Hill's  junction,  had  gained 
Arevalo  by  the  Segovia  road,  and  on  the  8th,  Souham  s 
sc(*vits  l)eing  met  with  at  Medina  del  Campo,  lor  the  llrst 
time  since  he  had  quitted  Valencia  the  king  obtained 
news  of  the  army  of  PortngM*  One  hundred  thousand 
combatants,  of  which  above  twelve  thousand  were  cavahy, 
with  a  hundred  and  thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  were  then  as* 
Sembled  on  plains,  over  which,  three  months  before,  Mar- 
mont  had  marched  with  so  much  contidcnce  to  his  own  des- 
truction; andSoult,  expelled  from  Andalusia  by  Marmont's 
defeat,  was,  after  having  made  half  the  circuit  of  the 
Peninsnl%  come  to  drive  into  Portugal,  that  very  army 
whose  vi<!*ory  had  driven  him  from  the  south.  Wellington 
had  foreseen,  and  foretold,  that  the  acijuisition  of  Anda- 
lusia, though  politically  important  and  useful,  would  prove 
injurious  to  himself  at  the  moment  The  prophecy  was  now 
folfilled:  the  Fmch  had  concentrated  a  mighty  power, 
ftom  which  it  required  both  skill  and  fortune  to  escape. 
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Meftnwhile  the  Spanish  annies  let  loose  by  tiiis  union  of 

all  the  French  troops  kept  aloof,  or,  coming  to  aid,  wcw 
found  a  burden  rather  than  a  hilp. 

On  the  7th  Hill  passed  the  Tomies  at  Alha,  and  the 
bridge  there  was  mined ;  for  Wellington,  holding  CiistoTal 
and  being  still  nnoertain  of  the  teal  nnmbeiB  of  the  enem 
was  desiioiiB  to  maintain  the  line  of  the  Tonnes  penna- 
nently  and  giye  his  troops  repose.  His  own  retreat  had 
been  of  two  hundred  miles;  Hill  had  marched  a  trreater 
distance ;  Skemt  had  come  from  Cadiz  ;  the  soldiers, 
who  besieged  Burgos^  had  been  in  the  field,  with  scarcely 
an  interval  of  repose,  since  Jannaiy;  all  were  barefooted^ 
their  eqmpments  wm  spoiled,  the  cavalry  were  weak, 
the  hors^  out  of  condition,  and  discipline  was  generally 
failinfr. 

The  excesses  committed  on  the  retreat  from  Burgos 
have  been  touched  upon  ;  and  daring  the  first  day's  march 
from  the  Tagns  to  Madrid,  five  hundred  of  the  rear-guard, 
chiefly  of  one  regiment,  finding  the  inhabitants  of  Talde- 
moro  bad  fled  plundered  the  booses ;  dmnkenness  followed, 
and  two  hundred  and  fifty  fell  into  the  hands  of  tlie  enemy. 
The  conduct  of  an  army  can  never  be  fairly  judged  by 
foUowing  in  the  wake  of  a  retreat.  Here  there  was  no 
want  of  proviaons,  no  hardships  to  exasperate,  yet  the 
anthor  of  this  history  counted  on  the  first  day's  march 
from  Madrid  seyenteen  bodies  of  mordered  peasants ;  by 
whom  killed,  or  for  what,  whether  by  English  or  Germans, 
by  Spaniards  ur  Portuguese,  whether  in  dispute,  in  robbery, 
or  in  wanton  villany,  was  unknown ;  but  their  bodies  were 
in  the  ditches,  and  a  shallow  observer  might  thence  have 
drawn  most  foul  and  fidse  oondnsions  against  the  En^^ish 
general  and  nation. 

Wellington  desired  a  battle.  Cristoval  was  strong, 
the  Arapiles  glorious  well  as  strong,  and  by  the  bridge 
of  Salamanca  and  the  fords  he  could  concentrate  on  either 
position  by  a  shorter  line  than  the  FrencL    Yet  he  pre* 
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pared  for  retreat,  by  sending  sick  men  and  stores  to  iLe 
rear,  ordering  up  small  convoys  of  provisions  on  the  road 
to  EodrigQ,  and  destroying  spare  ammunition.  He  gave 
dothmg,  anus  and  aoooatrements  to  tlie  Spanish  troops, 
hat  an  hour  after  had  the  mortification  to  see  them  selling 
their  eqoipments  nnder  his  own  windows !  At  this  time, 
indeed^  the  Spaniards,  civil  and  military,  began  to  evince 
hatred  of  the  JBiitish.  Daily  did  they  attempt  or  perpetrate 
murder,  and  one  act  of  peculiar  atrocity  merits  notice.  A 
horse^  led  by  an  English  soldier,  being  finghtened,  backed 
against  a  Spanish  officer  commanding  at  a  gate ;  he  caused 
the  soldier  to  be  dmgged  into  his  guard-house,  and  there 
bayonettcd  kirn  in  cold  blood,  and  no  redress  could  be  had 
for  this  or  other  crimes,  save  by  counter-violence,  which 
Kas  not  long  withheld.  A  Spaiush  colonel  while  wantonly 
stabbing  at  a  rifleman  was  shot  dead  by  the  latter ;  and  a 
Jiritish  volunteer  slew  another  officer  ut  the  head  of  his 
own  regiment  in  a  sword  hgiit,  the  troops  of  both  nations 
looking  on,  but  here  there  was  nothing  dishonourable  on 
either  side. 

The  dvil  authorities,  not  less  savage,  treated  every 

person  with  intolerable  arrogance.  The  Prince  of  Orange 
having  rcmuiistrated  about  quarters  with  the  sitting 
junta,  they  ordered  one  of  their  guards  to  kill  him ;  and 
he  would  have  been  killed,  had  not  Lieut  Steele  of  the 
43rd,  a  hM  athletic  person,  felled  the  man  before  he 
oonld  stab,  but  then  both  had  to  fly.  The  exasperation 
caused  by  these  things  was  leading  to  serious  mischief 
when  the  enemy's  movements  gave  another  direction  to 
the  rising  passions. 

On  the  10th  Soult  opened  aconoentrafted  fire  of  eighteen 
guns  against  the  castie  of  Alba  de  Toimes,  which,  erown- 
iiig  a  bare  rocky  knoll  and  hastily  intrenched,  furnished 
scarcely  any  shelter  from  this  tempest ;  for  two  hours  the 
garrison  could  only  reply  with  musketry,  but  eventually 
was  aided  by  the  fire  of  four  pieces  from  the  left  bank  of 
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the  river;  the  post  was  thos  delSended  tmial  dark  with 
such  vigour  that  the  enemy  wcmld  not  assault.  During 
the  night  the  gamson  was  reinforced,  the  damaged  walls 
were  repuxed,  baraicades  were  made,  and  in  the  momog 
tiie  enemy  iritiidmr.  This  oombat  mt  the  allies  a  him- 
died  men. 

On  the  11th  the  kmg  reorganised  his  army.  Uniting 
his  own  troops  with  the  army  of  tlie  south,  he  placed  the 
whole  under  Soult,  and  removed  Souham  to  make  way  for 
Drouet.  Caffiyeeili  had  before  returned  to  Bmgos  irith  his 
diTisiims  and  guns,  and  what  with  gamsons^  atxaggkn, 
ind  loBBes,  Bcaieelj  ninety  thousand  eombatants  were  on 
the  Tonnes ;  bnt  twdve  thousand  were  cavalry,  nearly  all 
were  veteran  troops,  and  they  had  one  huntlied  and  t\vriity 
pieces  of  artillery.  Such  a  mighty  power  could  not  re- 
main idle,  the  country  was  exhausted  of  provisions,  the 
soldiers  wanted  btead,  and  the  king,  eager  enough  Ibr 
hatUoi  fot  he  was  of  a  biaye  spirit  and  had  something  of 
his  brother's  greatness  of  sovd,  sought  oonnsel  how  to 
deliver  it  with  most  advantaire. 

Jonrdan  was  for  the  boldest  and  shortest  mode,  lie 
said  Wellington's  position  was  composed  of  three  parts, 
namely,  a  right  wing  at  Alba ;  a  centre  at  Oalvariza  Anba ; 
a  left  wing  at  San  Oristoyal,  and  sepatated  from  the  centre 
by  the  Tonnes.  This  line  was  fifteen  miles  long,  the 
Tonnes  was  still  fordable  in  Tmuy  j)lace.s  above  Salamanca, 
and  therefore  tho  French  anny  mii^lit  assemble  in  the 
night,  pass  the  river  at  day-break  by  the  fords  between 
Villa  Gonsdo  and  Huerta,  and  make  a  conoentrated  attack 
upon  Galwisa  de  Ariba,  which  wonld  force  on  a  dedsiTe 
batde. 

Soult  opposed  this.  He  objected  to  attacking  a  position 
Wellincrton  knew  >v  well,  which  he  migbt  liave  fortified, 
and  where  the  army  must  flight  its  way,  even  from  the  fords, 
to  gain  room  for  an  order  of  battle.  He  proposed  instead, 
to  mo?e  by  the  left  to  certain  foids,  three  in  nnmber,  he- 
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tween  Exeinc  and  Galisancho,  seven  or  eight  miles  above 
Alba  de  Tonaes.  Easy  in  themselves,  their  luuks  were 
suited  to  force  a  passage,  and  by  a  eUglit  oiicttit  the  iMngB 
in  maich  would  not  be  seen  by  the  enemy.  The  anay 
would  thus  two  Tnarchcg,  would  be  placed  on  the  flank 
and  rear  of  the  allies,  and  would  fight  on  ground  chosen 
by  its  own  generab,  instead  of  ground  ehosen  by  the 
^lerny;  or  it  oonld  force  an  action  in  a  new  positum 
whence  the  enemy  could  with  difficulty  retire  in  the  event 
of  diaaBter :  WeUington  nrast  then  fight  to  disadvantage^ 
or  letixe  hastily  aacrifidng  part  of  his  army  to  sare  the 
rest,  and  the  effect,  militarily  and  politically,  would  be 
tlie  same  as  if  he  was  beaten  by  it  front  attack. 

Jourdan  observed,  that  this  was  prudent,  and  might  be 
saocessfol  if  Wellii^n  accepted  battle ;  but  that  genexal 
could  not  thexeby  be  forced  to  fight,  which  was  the  graai 
object ;  ho  would  have  time  to  letreat  before  the  Fvench 
could  touch  his  communication  with  Rodrigo,  and  it  was 
supposed  by  some  generals,  he  would  retreat  on  Almeida  at 
once,  by  San  Felices  and  Barba  de  Puerco.* 

Neither  Soult  nor  Jourdan  knew  the  position  of  the 
Afapiles,  and  the  former,  while  niging  his  plan,  offered  to 
yield  if  the  king  was  so  inclined ;  bat  tiiough  Jonrdan's 
proposition  was  supported  by  all  the  generals  of  the  army 
of  Portugal,  except  Clausel,  who  leaned  to  Soult's  opinion^ 
the  last  marshal  commanded  two-thirds  of  the  army,  and 
the  question  was  finally  decided  agreeably  to  his  connseL 
Nor  is  it  easy  to  determine  whidi  was  xight^  for  thoog^ 
Jonrdan's  reasons  weie  strong,  and  the  resalt  confonnahle> 
the  failure  was  only  in  the  execution.  Nevorthekss  it 
would  seem,  so  <rreat  an  army  and  so  conlident,  for  the 
French  soldiers  eagerly  demanded  a  battle,  should  have 
grappled  in  the  shortest  way. 

Wdlington,  well  acquainted  with  his  gronnd,  desired  » 

*  For  thi^  (  luncil  of  war,  and  the  opiniuns,  1  have  the  iveraooid  aatho- 
nty  ot  Marshal  Joordan. 
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battle  on  either  side  of  the  Tormos.  His  hope  was  indeed 
to  prevent  the  passage  of  that  river  until  the  raini,  ren- 
dering it  nnfordable,  should  force  the  French  to  retire 
from  want  of  proriaioDs,  or  engage  him  on  the  position 
of  Cristoval :  jet  he  also  courted  a  fight  on  the  Arapiles, 
those  roeky  monuments  of  his  former  vietorj.  He  had 
sijity-eight  thousand  combatants  under  anns^  fifty-two 
thousand  ot  which,  including  four  thousand  British  cavalry, 
were  Angio-Fortngiiese,  and  he  had  neailj  serenty  guns. 
With  this  foroe  coneentrated  npon  the  strong  ridges  of 
Galwisa  Ariba  and  the  two  ArapileSy  the  saperioiity  of 
twenty  fhonsaiid  men  would  scaioelj  hm  availed  the 
French.* 

Sonlt's  ])roject  was  adopted,  bristle  bridares  were  made 
for  the  artiilezy,  and  at  daybreak  on  the  14th  his  bridges 
were  thrown,  while  the  cavalry  and  infimtiy  passed  by  the 
upper  forda  The  amy  then  took  a  position  at  Mosarbes. 
Imving  the  load  from  Alba  to  Tamames  vnder  the  left 
flank.  Wellington  remained  in  Salamanca,  and  when  the 
first  report  told  him  the  enemy  was  over  the  Tonucs,  he 
made  the  caustic  observation,  that  he  would  not  recommend 
it  to  some  of  them.  Soon  however  the  concurrent  testi- 
mony of  many  reports  conTiaoed  him  of  his  mistake^  he 
galloped  to  the  AmpOes,  ascertained  the  direction  of  Soolt's 
maivh,  and  drew  off  the  second  diyision,  the  cavalry,  and 
some  guns  to  attack  the  head  of  the  French  column.  The 
fourth  division  and  Hamilton's  Portuguese  remained  at 
Alba  to  protect  this  movement ;  the  third  division  secured 
the  Arapiles  nntil  the  troops  from  Cristoval  shonld  amve  ; 
and  he  was  still  so  confident  that  the  hoik  of  the  troops  did 
not  qnit  Cristoval  that  day.  At  MonriMS  he  loand  the 
French  already  too  stronc:  to  he  seriously  meddled  with, 
yet  covered  }>y  a  canuonade  which  kept  oil  tlieir  cavalry, 
he  examined  their  position,  and  soon  discovered  that  the 

*  For  the  dake'i  wcrat  vim  hat  I  hai  lib  o«m  Mteityw 
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evil  was  >^'itliout  remedy.  Wherefore  he  destroyed  the 
bridire  of  Alba,  leaving  only  three  hundred  j>paniards  in 
the  castle,  with  orders,  if  the  arm^  retired,  to  save  them- 
0elve8  as  they  could. 

He  stall  hoped  the  French  would  give  battle  at  the 
Arapiles,  bnt  placed  the  diyinon  at  Aldea  Tejada  on 
the  Junjruen  stream,  to  secure  a  passage  in  case  Soult 
should  finally  compel  him  to  choose  between  Salamanca 
and  Hodrigo.  Meantime  iiauzers  army,  under  Drouet, 
finding  the  bridge  of  Alba  broken  and  the  castle  occu- 
pied, ako  crossed  the  Tonnes  at  Galisancho,  and  then 
Soult,  who  had  oonunenced  fortifying  Mozarbes,  ex- 
tended his  left  towards  the  Rodrigo  road:  yet  slowly, 
because  the  gruund  ^^  as  heavy  and  crossed  by  the  many 
sources  of  the  Jungueu  and  Valmusa  streams,  which  were 
flooded  with  the  rain.  Tliis  moTement  was  like  that  of 
Marmont  at  the  batUe  of  Salamanca,  bnt  on  a  wider  circle, 
and  an  outward  range  of  heights,  beyond  a  sadden  attack 
and  catastrophe.  The  result  in  each  case  was  remark- 
able. MainiMiit  closing  with  a  short  quick  turn,  a  fakun 
striking  at  an  eai^ie,  received  a  buffet  that  broke  his 
pinions  and  spoiled  his  flight.  Soolt,  a  wary  kite, 
saiUng  slowly  and  with  a  wide  wheel  to  seize  his  piey, 
lost  it  altogether. 

When  Wellington  saw  the  French  cavalry  pointing  to  the 
Rodrigo  road,  he  judged  the  design  was  first  to  establish  a 
fortified  head  of  cantoumentfi  at  Mozarbes,  from  whence  to 
operate  against  the  communication  with  Bodtigo ;  where- 
fore  suddenly  casting  his  army  into  three  columns  he 
crossed  the  Junguen,  and  ooveiing  his  left  flank  with 
cavalry  and  guns  defiled  in  order  of  battle,  with  a  wonderful 
boldness  and  facility,  before  the  enemy,  at  little  more  than 
cannon-shot.  He  had  good  fortune  however  to  aid  ;  for 
there  was  a  thick  fog  and  a  heavy  rain  which  rendered  the 
bye-ways  and  fields  nearly  impassable  to  the  French  while 
he  used  the  high  roads.   Then  he  took  his  army  in  one 
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mass  quite  round  the  French  left,  and  having  gained  tbe 
Valmusa  river  halted  for  tbe  night,  in  rear  of  those  who 
kad  bean  threateniag  him  in  fiont  oofy  a  lew  boon  before  I 

This  ms  truly  a  surprising  exploiiy  jel  it  was  noi 
creditable  to  the  genenUip  on  either  side.  The  EBglish 
coLumander,  li:i\  inL^  suffered  Soult  to  pass  the  Tonnes  and 
turn  his  position,  waited  too  long  on  the  Arapiies,  or 
this  dangerous  moTement  would  have  been  uuieceMary; 
and  a  oonhiaatioA  ef  bad  roads,  bad  weather,  and  want 
of  tigov  OIL  i3m  other  flSde,  nndeiad  it  possible  and  no 
more.  It  has  been  stid  by  a  great  master,  that  the  de^ 
of  Soult's  military  tjenius  was  a  want  of  promptness  to  strike 
at  the  decisive  moment,  and  here  he  wa?  cortainly  slack. 

On  the  16th  the  aUks  retired  by  three  roads,  all  of 
which  led,  bj  Taaames  8aa  Mubob  and  Mi^rtin  M  Bio^  to 
Bodiigo,  through  a  forat  penetrable  in  all  directions :  in 
the  cTening  they  halted  behind  the  MatiUa  riyer.  This 
inarch  was  only  of  twelve  miles,  yet  stragglers  were 
numerous,  and  the  soldiers  tiuding  vast  herds  of  s\Tine 
quitted  thdir  colours  by  hundreds  to  shoot  them ;  indeed 
musk  a  rolling  mnsketij  eohoed  ^aoo^jk  the  fotest^  Wel- 
lington thought  the  enemy  was  npon  him.  Eveiy  efiert 
was  made  to  stop  this  exoe^  and  two  oienden  wore 
haiiii;cd;  but  the  hunury  men  broke  fruiii  tlic  columiia,  the 
property  of  whole  districts  was  swept  away  in  a  few  houi*s, 
and  the  army  was  in  some  deg^  phMsed  at  the  mercy 
the  enemy.  The  latter  howeftr  wm  contented  to  j^eea 
the  strag^my  of  whom  they  oi^tared  two  thonssnd-;  Huif 
did  not  press  tiie  rear  until  eyeaing,  when  tfamr  lanoen 
fell  on,  and  were  checked  by  ike  2Sth  rwegmient  and  the 
Light  Dragoons. 

During  the  night,  the  light  division  haTing  the  rear- 
guard, the  cavalry  in  the  £ront  fon  some  nnknown  reason 
£led  off  by  the  flanks  withont  ginng  any  intimation  of  tbo 
movement,  and  at  daybreak  as  the  soldien  of  the  diTiflion 
were  rolling  their  blankets  some  strange  horsemen  were 
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mm  behind  the  bm«ae;  thcj  were  iekn  lor  SpanuaMbf^ 
until  iheir  csatiaas  morementB  and  TiTacity  of  geetme 

showed  them  to  be  French  ;  then  tlic  troops  ran  to  arms. 
In  good  time,  for  five  hundred  yards  in  front,  the  wood 
Opened  on  a  laige  plain  where  eight  thousand  f  lenoh 
Norsemen  were  disoovend  advancing  in  one  solid  mass,  yet 
«anle0Bljy  and  nitheni  BoBpeGtiog  the  vidnity  of  th«  Britiah* 
The  diviautt  unmediately  fonned  eolnnms^  two  Bi|tuidioii8 
<if  dragoons  came  hastily  up  from  the  rear,  u.nd  Julian  San- 
chez' cavaky  also  appeared  in  small  parties  on  the  tight 
^nk. 

Thia  che<^ed  the  enemy's  marcli  and  the  inftntry  re- 
tired; whereofon  the  FMnch,  ftioiog  to  dose  on  their 
heaivy  mnweWy  aant'  many  «|[«idiena  to  the  li^t  and 

left,  some  of  which  rode  on  the  flanks  near  enoi^h  to  handy 
wit  in  the  Spanish  tongue  with  the  British  soldiers,  and 
Teiy  soon  mischief  waa  visible:  the  road  was  strewed  with 
ba^gg^age^  the  b&tmen  oame  niniung  in  for  protection^  aonie 
womded,  aome  without  anna,  and  aU  braaiUias  aa  just 
eaoaped  from  a  surprise.  The  thiokneaa  of  the  fineat  had 
enabled  the  French  liorsemcii  to  pass  unperccivcd  on  the 
-flanks,  and,  as  opportunity  offered,  they  galloped  froni  side 
to  side,  sweeping  away  the  beggage  and  sabnug  the  con^ 
dnctODiand  guards  ;  they  even  meaaeed  one  o£  theooliuiiiMl 
but  were  cheeked  by  the  fire  of  the  artilleiy.  In  one  of 
these  ehaiigea  General  Paget  waa  earned  el^  and  it  might 
have  been  Wellington's  fortune,  for  he  also  was  continnally 
riding  between  the  columns  and  without  an  escort.  The 
main  body  of  the  army  soon  passed  the  Hucbra  river  in 
three  places  and  took  poet  behind  it ;  but  when  the  light 
division  accived  at  the  edge  of  a  tabMand  which  ovediong 
the  folds,  the  Freaeh  cavalry  anddenly  thickened,  and  the 
sharp  whistle  of  musket-bullets  with  the  splintering  of 
branches  giive  nuuce  that  their  ml'antry  were  also  up  ;  for 
Soulty  hoping  to  forestal  the  allies  at  Tamames,  had  pushed 
acolomn  towards  that  place  from  his  left,  but  finding  Hill's 
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troape  there  in  position,  tamed  alioii  to  his  right  in  hopes 
to  cut  off  the  rear-guard. 

OOMBAT  OF  THB  HtJEMLL 

The  Englieh  and  German  cavalry,  warned  by  the  mns* 
ketry,  crossed  the  fofda  in  time,  and  the  light  division 
should  have  followed  without  delay  ;  for  the  forest  ended 
at  the  cdcre  of  the  tabk-lund,  and  the  descent  to  the  river, 
eight  hundred  yards,  was  quite  open  and  smooth,  the  fords 
of  the  Haehra  deep.  Instead  <^  doing  this^  an  order  was 
giyen  to  lonn  sqnares!  AU  persons  were  amased,  bnt 
Wellington  happily  came  up  and  caused  the  astonished 
troops  to  <rlide  off  to  the  fords.  Four  companies  of  the 
43rd  and  one  of  riflemen,  left  hy  him  to  cover  the  pas- 
sage, were  instantly  assailed  on  three  sides  with  a  fire 
showing  that  a  lai^e  force  was  at  hand ;  a  driving  rain 
and  mist  prevented  them  from  seeing  their  adversaries, 
they  were  foreed  throngfa  the  wood,  and  thrown  oat  on  the 
open  slope,  ^Yhe^e  they  maintained  their  ground  for  a  quarter 
of  ail  lionr,  and  then  swiftly  mnniiicr  to  tho  fords  passed 
them  under  a  sharp  musketry.  Only  twenty-seven  fell, 
for  the  tempest,  beating  in  the  Frenchmen's  fiices,  baffled 
their  aim,  and  the  division  gons,  playing  from  the  low 
gronnd  with  grape,  cheeked  the  pnnniit:  yet  the  deep 
bellowing'  of  thirty  pieces  of  heavy  French  artillery  in 
reply,  showed  iiow  critically  tiim  d  was  the  parage. 

The  banks  of  the  Huubra  were  steep  and  Ijrokcn,  but 
the  French  in&ntry  spread  to  the  right  and  left  and 
there  were  several  fords  to  be  guarded;  the  fifty-second 
and  the  Portngnese  defended  those  below ;  the  gons,  sup- 
ported by  the  riHemen  and  43rd,  defended  those  above,  and 
behind  the  right  of  the  light  division,  on  higher  ground, 
was  the  seventh  division.  The  bulk  of  the  army  was 
massed  on  the  right  of  this  positioui  covering  ail  the  roads 
leading  to  Sodrigo. 
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One  brisk  attempt  made  to  force  the  fords  guarded  by 
the  52n(l,  was  vigorously  repulsed  by  tbat  repment,  but 
the  skirmishing,  and  the  cannonade,  which  never  slack- 
ened, continued  until  dark ;  and  heavily  the  French  guns 
played  on  the  light  and  7th  divinonB.  The  former  was 
of  neoettity  held  near  the  ibrds  and  in  colonrn,  lest  a 
sudden  rush  of  cavalry  should  carry  oflf  the  division  pieceB 
from  the  fiat  jij^ouikI,  and  it  was  plunged  into  at  every 
round,  yet  suffered  little  loss,  because  the  clayey  soil, 
saturated  with  rain,  swallowed  the  shot  and  smothered  the 
flhdUL  Bat  the  7th  divioion  wasy  with  astonishing  want 
of  judgment,  kept  by  Lord  Balhoasie  on  open  and  harder 
ground,  in  one  huge  liiass,  tempting  havoc  for  hours,  when, 
a  hundred  yards  in  liis  rear  the  rise  of  the  bill  and  tlic 
thick  forest  would  have  entirely  protected  it,  without  in* 
any  manner  weakening  the  position !  Nearly  three  hiin«~ 
dred  men  were  thus  lost 

On  the  18th  the  army  was  to  have  drawn  off  beforer 
dayligbt,  and  Wellington  was  uneasy,  because  tbe  Huebra, 
gwd  ior  defence,  was  yot  difficult  to  rcmu\'e  from  at  that 
seeson,  inasmuch  as  the  roads,  hollow  and  nurow,  led  up 
a  steep  bank  to  taUe-land,  which  was  open,  flat,  maxshyy 
and  soored  with  water^^aUies.  Moreover  firorn  the  ora- 
flowing  of  one  stream  the  principal  road  was  impassable  a 
mile  in  rear  of  the  position.  Hence  to  get  off  in  time, 
without  jostling  and  without  bcinjr  attacked,  required  nice 
management  All  the  baggage  and  stores  had  marched  in 
'  the  nighty  with  orders  not  to  halt  until  they  reached  the 
high  lands  near  Aodrigo ;  bat  if  the  pieoeding  days  had 
prodnoed  some  strange  oconnenoes,  tiie  18th  was  not  less 
fertile  in  them. 

WeUiugton,  knowin<r  the  most  direct  road  was  impas- 
sable from  the  Hood,  had  directed  several  divisions  by 
another,  kmger  and  apparently  more  difficolt ;  this  seemed 
so  extraordinary  to  some  generals,  that,  alter  consulting 
together^  they  deemed  him  nnfit  to  conduct  the  army,  and 
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led  tlicir  troops  by  what  appeared  to  them  the  fittest  line 
of  retrc;it !  The  condemiitd  cuuimander  had  before  day- 
light placed  himself  on  his  owu  road,  and  waited  impa* 
tiflttUj  for  the  aniral  of  the  leading  dmnoii  until  dawn  ; 
thin,  mnpectiiig  aomelliiiig  of  what  had  bappened,  he  gal« 
loped  to  tiie  other  load  and  found  the  woold-be  leaders, 
stopped  by  that  flood  which  his  arran<?ement8  had  been 
made  to  avoid.  The  insuboniiiiiiti  )U  and  the  dani^  to 
the  whole  armj  were  alike  glaring  ;  yet  the  practical 
leimke  mm  eo  severe  and  well  timed,  ih^  hmniliatioii  bo 
oonplele  and  00  deeply  folt,  tlial»  ivith  one  pnmd  sarcasiao 
obeemtMHi,  indicaiting  contempt  move  than  anger,  he  led 
back  the  troops  and  drew  off  all  his  forces  safely. 

Some  euiiiusion  and  great  danger  still  attended  the 
opeiatiaii,  for  even  on  the  true  road  one  water-goUj  was 
80  deep  that  the  light  di?iaon,  ooTering  the  xear,  eonld 
only  pass  it  man  by  man  over  a  foiled  tree ;  bnt  Soidt^ 
vnaMe  to  food  his  troops  a  day  longer,  stopped  on  the 
Huebra  mth  his  laaiii  body  and  only  sent  some  cavalry  to 
Tamames.  Thus  the  allies  retired  unmolested,  but  whe- 
ther £rom  necessity,  or  from  negligence  in  the  subordinates, 
ike  means  of  tiaaspoit  were  too  scanty  for  the  lemoral  of 
the  woonded  men,  most  of  whom  were  inirt  by  esmnon- 
shot;  many  were  thus  left  behind;  and  as  die  enemy 
never  passed  the  Iluebra,  these  miserable  creatures  peiished 
by  a  horrible  luiifcnng  death. 

The  marshy  plains  over  which  the  army  was  now 
marohing  exbansted  the  stiaigth  of  the  wearied  soldien^ 
thoQsands  straggled,  the  depredations  on  the  herds  of 
swine  were  repeated,  and  the  temper  of  the  troops  generally 
prognosticated  the  greatest  misfortunes  if  the  retreat 
should  be  continued.  This  was  however  the  last  day  of 
triaL  Towards  evening  the  weather  clenred  up,  the  hills 
aesir  Bodngo  fomished  dry  InTonacs  and  Ibel,  good  rations 
restored  the  strength  and  spirits  of  the  men,  and  next  day 
Bodrigo  and  the  neighbouring  villages  were  occupied  in 
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tranqdlHty.   The  caTsliy  wm  Hhm  sent  out  to  tlie  foRst^ 

and  being  aided  by  Sanchez'  Partida,  brought  in  from  a 
thoimud  to  Mteen  hundred  stragglers  who  mu^t  otherwise 
have  perished. 

Such  was  the  retreat  from  Boigos.  The  French  gathered 
good  Bpoil  of  baggage,  bat  what  the  exact  IO00  o£  the  alliee 
in  men  was  cannot  be  m/ct\y  detennined,  beeaiue  no 
Spanish  returns  were  ever  seen.  An  appr03dmation  may 
however  bi-  easily  made,  and  the  whole  loss  of  the  double 
retreat  cannot  be  set  down  at  ie^  than  nine  thousand, 
including  the  siege  of  Bugoe* 
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MAROH  TO  YITTOBIA. 

In  England,  the  retreat  from  Bmgos  pirodiiced  anger 
and  fear;  for  the  publio  bad  been  tanght  to  believe  tbe 
Frendi  weak  and  dispbited,  and  the  rerecsea  were  unex- 
pected. Lord  Wellesley  justly  attributed  them  to  the 
imbecile  selfish  policy  of  Mr.  Perceval  and  his  colleasrues, 
which  he  characterized  as  having  "  nothing  regular  but 
confimonJ'  Lord  Wellington  alone  supported  the  conteat^ 
for  the  Portogaeae  and  Spaniah  Goyemmenta  had  become 
absolntelj  hostile  to  him,  and  were  striving  to  make  the 
people  of  those  countries  hostile  also.  However,  in  1813,  the 
aspect  of  the  war,  not  in  the  Peninsula  only  but  all  over  the 
civilized  world,  was  changed  bj  the  failure  of  Napoleon's 
gigantic  expedition  to  Russia^  and  the  English  General, 
mozally  strengthened  this  great  event,  and  seeing  time 
ripe  for  a  decisive  blow,  snooessfiilly  exerted  all  his  mental 
vigour  to  overbear  the  folly  and  vices  of  the  governments  | 
he  had  to  deal  with.  He  renovated  discipline,  compressed 
the  intrigues  of  the  Portuguese  Eegency,  and,  going  to 
Cadiz,  obtained  of  the  Spanish  Cortex  paramonnt  military 
authority,  and  assent  to  a  general  combination  all  over  the 
Peninsula*  The  three  nations  gave  him  two  hundred  ihxf^ 
sandmen.  Of  this  great  power  the  Anglo-Portuguese  army 
furnished  seventy  thousand  with  ninety  ]»ieoes  of  nrtil- 
leiy,  and  sixteen  thousand  Anglo-Sicilians  wexe  at  Aiicaut 
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His  llauks  rested  on  the  Biscay  and  Mediternniean  seas, 
on  each  of  which  floated  British  fleets,  now  elective 
auxiliarieBi ;  because  the  French  lines  of  retreat  being  dose 
to  and  panllel  mth  the  coast  on  both  sidea  of  Spain,  every 
port  abandoned  by  them,  fonushed  a  storefaonee  to  the 
allies,  rendering  the  navy  a  moveable  base  of  opera* 
tionti. 

To  oppose  him  were  great  armies  on  the  French  side, 
yet  all  in  confnaon.  Napoleon  had  drawn  off  thousands 
of  the  old  aoidien  and  experienced  offioen  to  give  stability 
to  the  new  levies  with  which  he  was  striving  to  restore  his 

failing  fortunes  ;  and  to  compensate  for  the  weakness  thus 
occasioned,  he  directed  the  king  to  concentrate  on  the 
northern  line  of  invasion  and  act,  not  as  the  monarch  of  a 
sabdued  coontry,  but  as  the  general  of  an  army  in  the 
fields  having  to  contend  with  an  equal  power.  This  view 
demanded  promptness  and  vigour  to  dear  the  communica- 
tions of  iniiugciiti;,  judgment  to  adopt  suitable  positions, 
and  one  imperious  command  over  all  the  generals ;  and 
thus  governed  the  French  soldiers  were  numerous  enou^ 
to  hope  for  victory  against  greater  nnmbem  than  Welling^ 
ton  could  employ  against  them.  For  thoo^  reduced  by 
drafts,  and  the  secondaiy  war  of  the  Spaniards  after  tiie 
retreat  of  ]3nrgos,  to  two  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  men, 
of  whicli  seventY-cicrht  thousand  were  on  the  suutheni  line 
of  invasion  and  thirty  thousand  in  hospital,  a  hundred 
and  twenty  thooaand  men  with  a  hundred  guns,  including 
a  reserve  at  Bayonne,  were  on  the  northern  line  of  invasion. 
This  was  a  great  power,  of  one  nation,  one  spirit,  one  dis* 
cipline,  and  the  emperor  with  comprcliciij^ivc  genius  had 
exj'lained  how  it  was  tu  be  laade  available.  But  Joseph 
could  not  comprehend  the  spirit  of  the  great  master's  in- 
structions, and  was  unwilling  to  obey.  Quarrelling  with 
bis  subordinates^  he  would  be  still  a  king,  lost  time,  made 
fiilse  movements,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  eampugn,  in- 
stead of  being  concciiUuted  on  the  right  point  and  under 
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one  head,  liis  troops  were  scattered  over  all  the  north  of 
Spain,  under  <reneralH  who  agn^  in  nothing  but  opposiuon 
to  Ins  military  cuuunancL 

Socbwii  the  ftite  of  afiaiis  when  Wellington,  fonuiag 
Iwd  iDMMi|  <Mid  ui  fotj  thoQwinwi  figkUag  bna  to^ 
General  Orahaa,  with  ofdm  to  pmetnte  tioongh  the  For* 
tugiiese  province  of  Trus  os  Monies  to  the  Esla  river  in 
Spain,  thus  tuminir  that  line  of  the  Buero  which  Mar- 
mont  had  the  year  betiare  ma  U  an  iron  barrier.  With  t^ 
miliar  mass,  thiitj  tfaouniid,  he  designad  to  foce  the  Teni«i» 
pw  the  Bfiero,  «aite  wiA  GmhMB,  ma^aimt  hm  taif  t» 
ninety  thooaand  by  ealUag  down  ike  GaHieiMU  nnd€r  Gas* 
tahos,  and  ilu  ri.  nin^ng  the  whole  on  a  new  front,  march 
all  uhreaM  uj^ou  the  scattered  French  and  drive  thmi  re- 
fluent tu  the  Pyreneea.  A  grand  deaign  and  grandly  exe^ 
ented.  For  ationg  of  hflirt  and  strong  o£  hand  faia  vetonm 
naraliad  to  the  anmaler,  tlie  of  imAr^  Tiotanai 

playin<!:  abottt  tMr  bayonoto,  md  lia  their  leader,  so  proudly 
contid"  lit,  that  in  crossin^!^  the  stream  which  marks  the 
fruiiLiti'  of  Spain,  he  vo^v  in  liis  stizrups,  and  waiing  his 
hand  died  oat,  Adieu  Fortu^U 

Howirere  the  Fiench  anplofed  and  diapoeed  at  that 
eritieal  monMnti  wImb  the  serpent  they  had  {mnmad  only 
a  lew  months  beibre,  sbwiy  trailing  bk  exkansled 
into  Portujral,  had  thtis  cavSt  his  slough,  and  with  glistening 
crest  and  rattling  scales  was  again  rolling  forward  in  vola- 
minons  strength  ? 

The  king  was  ai  Vattadolid  with  hia  gaafda  holding  a 
nook  court  inetead  of  a  general's  oiderij  room. 

Drouet  with  the  army  of  the  centre  was  in  raardi  from 
Segovia  towards  the  Buero  ahovc  Vnllad  diil. 

General  Iieral  who  commanded  ton  thousand  men  at 
Madrid,  was  preparing  to  move  with  a  large  oonvoy  of  pio- 
tores  and  other  property  towards  Segom. 

Oeneral  Gaan  widi  the  army  of  the  sonth  was  moring 
his  troops,  in  a  state  of  uncertainty,  between  the  Uj^mt 
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Tormes  and  the  Duero,  having  an  advanced  division  of 
iiif;intry  and  cavalry  at  Balamanca  under  General  Vil- 

■ 

lattc 

General  Heille  with  tiio  amy  of  Poitugil  mm  on  the 
Dnflvo  and  the  Fffl*^ 
The  podtkm  of  the  Fmoh  nas  Oieieforo  defined  by  tiie 

three  rivers.  The  Esla  covered  their  right  winsr,  the  Duero 
their  centre,  the  Tormes  their  left,  and  the  point  of  con- 
centratioQ  was  Vailadoiid.  ButLeval's  troops  at  Madrid  were 
ieolated,  aad  thai  was  not  all  the  extent  of  the  liinrnimiiMttitin 
Claaid,  now  eommanding  the  amy  of  the  north,  was  en- 
gaged in  Nawre  warring  down  the  insurgents,  Foy  as  Im 
lieutenant  was  in  Biscay  with  a  hurge  detachment,  and 
halt  of  Keiile's  army  was  on  the  march  to  join  Clauzel. 
Add  to  this,  many  false  reports,  false  conjectures,  and  oon- 
tinued  diqfKites  as  to  the  real  plan  of  the  English  general^, 
and  the  oanfoaon  of  the  king^a  oommaBd  will  be  oompie- 

On  the  22nd  of  May,  Graham  heing  well  advanced,  Lord 
Wellington  put  his  right  wing  in  motion  towards  the 
Tonnes,  and  the  26th  at  10  o  clock  in  the  morning  the 
hcada  of  the  eoinmns  appeared  with  exeeUent  oonoert  oioae 
to  thait  nm  od  all  the  nid& 

Yillalte,  »  good  ofieeE;  banioaded  the  bridge,  aoit  hk^ 
baggt^  to  the  rear,  and  called  in  a  detachment  from  Alba, 
yet  wiFhiriir  to  discover  the  real  force  of  his  iiiemY  ^v;ated 
on  the  heights  above  the  ford  of  Santa  Marta  too  long ;  for 
the  ground  enabled  Wellington  to  oanoeal  his  movements, 
and  Fane'a  honeiiea  with  six  gana  paned  the  lord  of 
Santa  Marta  in  ViUaitto'a  rear  unaaeo,  while  Viotor  AHen's 
cavalry  removed  the  barricades  on  the  bridge  and  pushed 
through  the  town  to  attack  in  front.  The  French  (reneral 
indeed  gained  the  heights  of  Gabrerizos,  marching  towards 
-Babila  Fuente,  before  Fane  got  over  the  river,  but  at  the 
defile  of  Aldea  Loigaa  waa  oTertaken  by  both  odimuia  of 
cavalry,  and  being  fust  battered  by  the  gone  waa  ohaiged. 
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Bat  horsemen  fire  no  match  for  sacb  infimtTj,  whose  ooa* 
rage  ami  (lis(  iplinu  nothing  could  quell.  They  fell  before 
the  round  shot  in  sections,  and  one  hundred  died  in  the 
lanks  without  a  woond  from  intolerable  heat,  yet  the 
cavaliy  made  no  imprearion,  and  in  the  fiMse  of  thirty  thon- 
sand  enemioB  thej  made  their  way  to  Babila  Foente,  where^ 
bdng  joined  by  the  detachment  from  Alba,  the  whole  die- 
appeared  from  the  sight  of  their  admiring  and  applauding 
opponents.  Twn  hundred  had  fallen  dead  in  the  ranks,  a 
.like  nombeTt  unable  to  keep  up,  were  captured,  and  a  lead- 
ing gun  oTertnned  in  the  ddUe  retarded  az  othen^  all  of 
whioh  wm  taken. 

On  the  28th,  haying  approached  the  point  on  the  Dnero 
where  he  proposed  to  throw  the  bridge  for  communication 
with  Graham's  corps,  Wellington  left  Hill  in  command, 
.and  went  off  suddenly  to  the  Esla,  being  uneasy  for  his 
-combination  there.  Fteing  the  Dnero  at  Miianda,  by 
means  of  a  basket  numng  on  a  rope  Btretbhed  from  rook 
to  rook,  the  river  foaming  hondreda  of  feet  below^  he  on 
the  30th  reached  Carvajaks. 

Graham  had  met  with  many  dilVk  iiUios  in  the  rnsrered 
Tias  OS  Montes,  and  though  the  Gallicians  did  not  fail 
here,  the  combination  was  retarded  by  the  difficulty  of 
crossing  the  EbUl  It  was  to  have  been  eflfected  the  ^tfa, 
at  whidi  time  the  right  wing,  continning  its  mareh  ficm 
the  Tormes,  could  have  been  near  Zamora  and  the  passage 
of  the  Bucro  insured ;  the  French  would  then  have  been 
surprised,  separated,  and  overtaken  in  detail ;  now  though 
Still  ignorant  that  a  whole  army  was  on  the  Esla,  they 
wen  alarmed,  and  had  planted  the  opposite  bank  with 
picqnets  of  caraliy  and  in&ntry ;  mereorer,  the  stream  was 
full  and  rapid,  the  banks  steep,  the  fords  bard  to  find, 
difficult  and  deep,  and  the  appearance  of  the  alHes  on  the 
Tormes  was  known  through  all  the  cantonments.  Never- 
th^esB  Wellington  early  on  the  31st  caused  some  sqnadroDS 
of  hnssais,  with  infsntiy  holding  by  their  stinups,  to  pass  a 
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fdd,  and  Ofaham  appiotehed  the  right  bank  irifh  all  his 

forces ;  a  French  picquet  was  surprised  by  the  hussars, 
the  pontoons  were  immediately  laid.  ;nid  the  columns  com- 
menced croBfflng,  but  seTerai  men,  even  of  the  cavaky,  were 
drowned. 

On  the  Ist  of  June  the  rar  was  still  on  the  Eshi,  yet 
the  van  entered  ZamoKaytheFrenehfetiring  on  Toro.  Next 

day  their  rear-guard  of  cavalry  was  overtaken  by  the 
hussara,  ^ave  battle  and  wa^  broken,  driven  back  on  the 
infantry,  and  lost  two  hundred  men. 

Wellington  halted  the  drd  to  bring  the  Gallicians  down 
on  his  left,  and  to  close  up  his  own  rear,  for  he  thought 
the  Frenoh,  who  were  ooneentrating,  might  giye  hattie ; 
but  he  had  entirely  mastered  the  line  of  the  Duero,  and 
those  who  understand  wnr  may  say  whether  it  was  an  effort 
worthy  of  the  man  and  his  army.  Some  of  his  columns 
had  marched  «i  hundred  and  fifty,  some  above  two 
hmndred  and  fifty  miles  in  the  wihl  Tiaa  os  Montes; 
through  ihose  regions,  thought  to  he  impraetieahle  even  fw 
small  corps,  forty  thousand  men,  infantry  cavalry  artillery, 
and  even  pontoons,  liad  been  carried,  and  placed  as  by  a 
supernatural  power  upon  the  Esla  before  the  enemy  knew 
that  they  were  in  moTement. 

The  field  was  now  dear  for  the  shook  of  anns,  hut  the 
foroes  wefe  unequally  matehed.  Wdlington  had  ninety 
thousand  mou,  and  more  than  one  hundred  pieces  of  artil- 
lery in  hand.  Twelve  thousand  were  cavalry,  the  British 
and  Portuguese  were  seventy  thousand ;  and  this  mass  of 
regnlaiB  was  aided  by  all  the  Partidas ;  Sanchez'  horsemen, 
a  thousand  strong,  were  on  the  right  beyond  the  Baeio ; 
Poriier,  Baroena^  Salasar  and  Manso  on  the  left  between 
the  Upper  Esla  and  the  Canon  ;  Saomil  menaced  Avila, 
the  Empecina'lii  bAvered  about  Leval ;  and  the  Spanish 
reserve  of  Andalusia,  having  crossed  the  Tagus  on  the 
dOth,  all  the  numerous  small  bands  swarmed  around  as  it 
advanced.   On  the  other  hand,  though  the  French  conld 
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collect  nine  or  ten  thousand  horsemen  and  one  hundred 
gimSy  tiieix  iaiautry  was  less  than  half  the  uuiiiber  ot  tke 
iUios,  bcini;  enlj  (birty-five  tiwHiaiiid  stM«g,  coDdndTO  «f 
LeviL  Th&  «aj  to  violoty  waB  iSbatAn  opn,  and  on  ik» 
4^  WeDington  miMbed  fcHrwwd  witii  conquering  iklkmrn^ 
pouring  a  torrent  of  war,  the  depth  and  yiolencc  of  wliich 
the  king  was  even  now  ignomnt  of. 

It  was  thonght  Joseph  would  %kt  on  the  ijanon.  But 
thm^  he  had  then  fift j-five  thooaad  igktiiig  maip  ttab^ 
dTeafaSpaniBh  diTinoft  eBcortiiig  tha«n?oy8  and  liaggiga» 
he  did  not  judge  thai  river  a  good  poritkm  and  lotired 
behind  the  upper  Pisuerga.  Meanwhile  he  gent  Jourdan 
to  examine  liurLTos  casile.  and  expedited  fre^h  letters, 
having  before  written  tram  VaUadolid,  to  Foy  iSainit 
and  Glaaiel,  caUing  them  towaida  tho  plaina  of  Batgo§ ; 
oUmis  to  8iioh«t^  dimti]^  hui  to  mmxA.  iipoD  Xangoaa; 
Iml  Sadbot  wai  then  oagaged  in  Cataknin,  daniel  was  ui 
Aragon,  Foy  on  the  coast  of  Guipufiooa,  and  ♦Sariui  par- 
guing  Longa  in  the  Montana. 

Joseph  was  still  unacquainted  with  his  enemy.  Higher 
than  amntf  or  thonsaiid  he  did  noi  estimale  hii 
ium,  and  piepoaed  to  on  the  elofated  pkina  of 
Burgos.  But  mm  than  a  huDdied  thottamd  mm  were 
before  arui  Lirovmd  hini  ;  for  the  Partidas  of  tlic 
Astunas  aiid  Montana  were  drawing  together  on  his  right, 
Julian  Sanchez  and  the  Partidas  of  Castile  wsce  olosi^  OB 
his  left^  and  AbifliNd  vith  the  Aadaiaaian  reairye  md 
Ficn's  evfahy  had  paaied  the  Qredoa  «ioaitiuM»  aad 
nera  in  foil  manh  for  YaUadolid.   He  waa  however  hope- 

i'ul  to  win  if  he  could  mllv  Clauzel's  and  Foy's  divi^^ions 
in  time,  and  his  despatches  to  the  iunner  were  trct^uent 
and  ui^nt  Come  with  the  infantry  of  the  army  of  For- 
tngali  Come  with  the  army  ol  the  norths  and  we  shall 
drive  the  allies  over  the  Daeio !  Saeh  wm  his  ery,  h«i 
he  was  not  a  general  to  contoid  with  Wellington  and 
recover  the  iuiuutury  uiovemcut  at  such  a  crinis. 
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While  still  on  the  i'isueru^a  he  received  J  nirt Ian  s  rojtort. 
The  castlo  q£  BmgjOB  wafi  onteu&bie,  ikim  were  uo  maga- 
mm  of  provisions,  the  new  woiks  were  trnfiniahed  and 
oMnoia&ded  tiie  vhkli  w«n  uiiftble  to  hold  oat  »  daf  « 
Of  Oianfeel'fl  and  Poy^t  diwioiiB  withanf  htA  been  bend. 
This  intelligence  was  decisive,  and  he  resolved  to  retire 
behind  the  Ebro.  All  the  French  outposts  in  the  Bureba 
and  Montana  were  immediately  withdrawn,  and  the  great 
depdt  ef  Bwgot  WHS  eTMsmted  upon  Vittoria,  wMoh  vm 
thus  eneiimbend  irith  the  aztOleiy  depdti  of  Madrid,  Val- 
kdeUd,  and  Bwi^  and  with  ^  baggage  and  itoM  of 
many  armies  and  many  fugitive  families ;  and  at  that 
moment  also  arrived,  from  Prance,  a  convoy  of  treasure 
which  had  long  waited  for  escort  at  Bayonne. 

Meanwhile  the  tide  of  war  flowed  onwaids  wiUi  teirihla 
power.  The  allies  having  etoflsed  the  Canon  the  7tk,JoeGph 
ntived  to  Bnrgoe  with  his  left  win^,  eonpoaed  ef  the 
armies  of  the  south  and  centre,  while  Reille's  army,  forming 
the  riirht  wing,  moved  by  (Ja^tro  Xerez.  Wellington  fol- 
lowed hard  :  conducting  his  operations  oontinnally  on  the 
same  piinoiple»  he  poshed  his  left  wing  and  the  GaUioiaM 
ftlong  hye-xends,  and  paased  the  npper  FSsneiga  on  the 
Sth,  9th,  and  IO^l  Having  thus  tamed  the  line  of  the 
Pisuerga  entirely,  and  outflanked  R^ille,  he  made  a  short 
}o\imey  the  11th,  and  on  the  12th  halted  his  left  wing  to 
anange  the  supines ;  yet  still  pushed  forward  the  right 
iiii^,  lesolved  to  malce  the  French  yi^  tiie  oastle  of 
BmgOB  or  fight  for  possesnon. 

Reille  who  had  regiuned  ike  great  rad  to  Borgoa  ^ 
Pth,  was  now  strongly  posted  behind  the  Honn aza  stream, 
barring  the  way  to  Burgos ;  the  other  armies  were  in 
reserve  behind  Estepar.  In  this  situation  they  had  be^ 
fbr  thfee  days,  diemd  by  intelHgenee  of  Napc^eon's  vio- 
tory  at  Bantaen  and  the  oonseqnent  annistioe ;  hot  on  the 
12th,  Wellington's  columns  came  up,  and  the  light  divi* 
sion,  preceded  by  the  hussars  aud  dragoons,  turned  ilciiie's 
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right,  while  fhe  Twt  of  the  troops  attacked  the  whole  range 

of  heights  to  Estopar.  ReiUf,  linding  horsemen  acting 
behind  h\3  right  flank  wliile  his  front  was  strongly 
menaced,  made  for  the  bridge  of  Baniel  undw  the  fire 
of  Gavdiner'g  hone^artdlleiy ;  he  lost  some  prisona  with  a 
gun,  aadan  efot  ww  made  to  eat  him  off  from  tiie  hridge, 
hat  he  here  the  artillery  fire  without  ahrinking,  and 
evading  a  sltIous  attack  parsed  the  Arlanzan  with  a  loss 
of  only  thirty  men  killed.  The  three  French  armies  being 
then  covered  by  the  Urbel  and  Arlanzan  rivets  could  not 
be  easily  attacked,  all  the  stores  of  Burgos  were  removed, 
and  in  the  nig^t  the  kingi  having  mined  the  castle,  le- 
tieated  along  ihb  hi^  road  to  Panoorbo,  into  whidi  he 
threw  a  crarrisun.  Now  every  thing  was  done  confusedly. 
Tlie  in i DCS  under  the  castle  exploded  outwardly  at  the 
moment  a  colmnn  of  iniiuitiy  was  defiling  beneath,  several 
streets  were  laid  in  rains,  thoneands  of  shells  and  other 
combastibleB  were  driven  upwards  with  a  homble  erssh, 
the  hills  rooked  above  tiie  devoted  oolamn,  and  a  shower 
of  iron,  timber,  and  stony  fragments  falling  on  it,  in  an 
instant  destroyed  more  than  three  hundred  men  !  Fewer 
deaths  might  have  sufficed  to  determine  the  crisis  of  a 
great  battle  I  Suoh  and  so  fearful  is  the  consequflDoe  of 
enor,  so  terrible  the  responsibilitj  of  a  genml ! 

Wisely  did  Napoleon  speak  when  he  told  Joseph,  if  he 
would  command  he  must  give  himself  up  entirely  to  the 
bu3ine:58,  labouring  day  and  night,  thinking  of  nothing  else. 
Here  was  a  noble  aimy  driven  like  sheep  before  prowling 
wolves,  yet  in  evety  action  the  inferior  generab  had  been 
prompt  and  skilful,  the  soldien  brave,  ready  and  daring, 
and  in  a  country  very  ftvounble  for  defence ;  but  the  mind 
of  a  i;rcat  commander  was  wanting,  and  the  Esla,  the 
Tormes,  the  Duero,  the  Canon,  the  Pisuerga,  the  Arlanzan, 
seemed  to  be  dried  up,  the  rocks,  the  mountains,  the  deep 
raAincs  to  be  levelled.  Clauzel's  strong  positions,  Dubre- 
ton's  thundering  castle,  disappeared  like  a  dream,  and 
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sixty  thousand  veteran  soldiers,  willing  to  fi^'t,  were  hur- 
ried witli  all  the  confusion  of  defeat  across  the  Ebro  :  nor 
was  that  barrier  found  of  more  avail  to  mitigate  the  roshing 
Tiolenee  of  their  formidable  adveisaiy. 

Joseph  haring  placed  the  defile  and  fort  of  Pancorbo 
between  Inm  and  his  enemy,  thought  he  cmdd  safely  await 
his  reinforcements,  and  extended  his  wings  for  the  siike  of 
pabsistence.  Hence  on  the  l(>th  Drouet  marched  to  Arc 
on  the  left,  while  Gazan  held  the  centre,  having  a  strong 
advanoed  gnard  beyond  Panoofbo ;  fe  as  the  king's  hope 
was  to  retake  the  oflbnsiTe,  he  retained  the  power  of  issoing 
beyond  the  defiles,  and  his  soonimg  parties  were  pushed 
forward  on  Al  sides.  The  rest  of  the  army  was  cantoned 
hv  diviBiouri  in  rear,  and  Reille  from  behind  the  Lbro 
was  to  watch  the  road  to  i^ilbao,  being  there  joined  by 
Sarmt. 

While  these  moranente  were  in  progress,  all  the  incom- 
branoes  of  the  aimies  were  assemUed  in  the  basin  of  Vit- 

toria,  and  many  small  garrisons  of  the  army  of  the  north 
came  in  ;  for  Clauzel,  havinc:  received  the  king's  first  letter 
on  the  15th  of  June,  had  gathered  his  scattered  columns  to 
rejoin  by  the  way  of  Logrono ;  bnt  his  garrisons  were  many, 
and  he  eonld  coily  conoentrate  lonrteen  thoosand  men. 
The  king  was  neferihdesB  oonfident  in  tiie  strength  of  his 
front,  and  had  no  doubt  of  retaking  the  offensive  when  all 

his  forces  came  in. 

Hii§  dream  wns  short-hved.  On  the  l.Sth,  wiiile  the 
explosion  at  Burgos  was  still  ringing  in  the  hills,  Wel- 
lington was  marching  by  his  left  towards  the  eoantry  about 
the  soaroes  of  the  Bbro.  This  great  mofement^  masked  by 
the  eayahry  and  the  Spanish  irregnlara  who  in&sted  the 
rear  of  the  French,  suddtiuly  placed  the  army  between  the 
sources  of  the  Ebro  and  the  great  mountains  of  Reynosn  ; 
this  cut  the  French  entirely  ofi*  from  the  sea-coast  and  all 
the  ports,  except  Santona  and  Bilbao,  were  immediately 
evaenated.   Santona  was  inyelted  by  the  Spaniards,  and 
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«Im  £i^iBh  ib^  enlmd  Swt  Attdm,  wbm  »  4e^t  sad 
kaqniil  iMim  wm  nM^nhfiii,  and  tlitt  oonnaetMa  oC 

the  army  with  Porti]^  was  serered  ;  she  wis  east  off  as  a 

heavy  tender  is  cast  firom  its  towing-rope,  and  ail  the 
British  militiiry  eaUhlishments  w«re  tcauakoed  bj  sea  to 
the  cc»ast  of  Biaeay. 

^mnt  the  kft  hmk  aCl^  Ebw  ta  ank  a  baltk;  arta 

phk-e  the  army  on  the  gnat  commnnicatioii  with  France, 
while  the  fleet,  ki  epinsr  |m*e,  furuisjlu-d  fresh  depots  ut 
Biihao  aad  other  p0r(&  The  first  was  an  ancertain  opera- 
iion  b<caan  ol  the  imiy  larwiir  and  dangMoaa  defiles  which 
watobaptBied;  tka  saeiNid  was  aecva  mm  M  Umiaai 
ahoald  In! ;  bat  both  wm  oonpaAibla  ta  a  eettatn  point ; 
for  to  gain  the  fujvdi  i^&d  leading  from  Burgos  to  Bilbao, 
was  a  good  step  f<T  either,  and  failing  of  that,  there  was  a 
road  leading  by  Voimaceda  to  Bilbao  in  reserve.  Where- 
ion  with,  n  eaf^e'a  swaep  WeUiagton  broo^  hii  left  wag 
lovBd,  and  povad  Iub  mmrnvm  colanaB  tknoj^  all  iha 
deep  aanmr  TaOi^  aad  roigad  dsfilaa  tovaida  tin  great 
road  of  Bilbao.  At  Mcdinii  dc  romur,  a-  central  point,  lie 
left  the  sixth  division  to  guard  his  stores  and  but 
the  march  of  the  other  divisions  was  unmitigated  ;  neitha 
tfe  winltf  galHoi;^  iMT  the  isviBCi^  nor  tiia  fiac^^ 
aiiingHt  Ik  locks,  lataidad  iyB«k  cm  «f  t^ 
where  horses  could  not  draw  men  banled,  when  ^  wbaeli 
would  not  roll  the  guns  were  let  down  or  lifted  up  with 
ropes  ;  and  strongly  did  the  rough  veteran  infantry  work 
their  way  through  those  wild  and  beantiial  regions :  six 
daja  they  loikd  naopaaingly,  on  tha  amntlii  inattad  bf 
Longa'a  Spaniaida  and  all  tiia  saMBer  bands,  wbiob  caaM 
trickling  from  the  mountains,  they  biffst  like  raging 
streams  from  e?eiy  de^e  and  went  foaming  into  the  baiiin 
of  Vittoria. 

IHnring  tbia  moTenMait  many  lapoarts  reached  the  Frcncb, 
Mio  absurdly  exaggerated,  as  that  Wellington  had  one 
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hundred  and  ninety  thousand  men,  yet  all  indicating  tlie 
true  direction  oi  his  march  ;  and  as  early  as  the  1 5th, 
JotirdaD^  warning  Joseph  that  the  allies  wonld  turn  his 
i^^t,  pwDDed  Urn  ta  pliee  EeiUe  at  Vafaniioeda  and  tUxm 
the  oiWanmcBtoiiiidi  the  same  qi^^  Joseph  yielded 
so  &r  iliat  Reille  was  ordered  to  concentrate  at  O^na,  and 
gain  Valmaceda  by  Ordiina  if  it  was  still  possible  ;  if  not 
he  wad  to  descend  rapidly  upon  Bilbao,  and  rally  Foy's 
difiaioii  and  the  gairisons  of  Biscay  npon  his  aimj :  bat 
no  gsnaai^ssidsd  dispositioiis  w«re  made^ 

Bolls  caQsd  in  Manonne  from  Fkiss,  and  hsfing  fean 
foft  his  stielf  fa^po  liim  a  eluHce  between  a  direot  road 
across  the  hills,  or  tlic  circuitoiH  route  of  Puente  Lara. 
Maucune  started  late  in  the  night  of  the  17th  by  the 
direct  road  ;  and  when  Reille  reached  Osma,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  18th,  he  filMmd  a  stnng  Bi^ish  oolnmn  issning 
fromtiiedflfiksinhisfronty  and  in  poneomm  of  the  high 
road  to  Ovdoiia.  This  was  Graham.  He  had  three  divisions 
and  a  considerable  budy  of  cavalry,  and  the  French  joreneral, 
who  had  eight  thousand  ini'antry  and  fourteen  guns,  engaged 
him  with  a  sharp  skirmish  and  cannonade,  wherein  fifty 
men  feU  on  the  side  of  the  allies^  above  a  hnndred  on  ikat 
of  the  enemy.  Bnt  at  half-past  two  o'doek,  Manonne  had 
not  arrired,  and  beyond  the  mountains,  on  the  left  of  the 
French,  the  sound  of  a  battle  arose  and  seemed  to  ad- 
vanoe  along  the  f  alley  of  Boveda  m  rear  of  Osma.  BeiUe, 
SQBpeoting  the  trath^  instentlj  retired  fighting  towaids 
Eqpcgo,  wheie  the  months  of  the  two  vaUeje  opened  on 
each  ether,  and  flnm  that  of  Bo?eda  Manoone's  troops 
rushed  forth  b^imitni  with  dust  and  powder,  breathless, 
and  bruken. 

That  general  had,  as  beforesaid,  marched  ovef  the 
*  Ara^ena  ridge  instead  of  going  by  the  Pnente  Lara,  and  his 
leading  hngpide,  after  dearing  the  defiles,  halted  nte  the 

Tillage  of  San  MiBan  in  the  yalley  of  Boteda,  williont 

planting  pickets ,  he  was  thus  awaiting  his  other  brigade  and 
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tl^o  ^M^SW^  suddenly  the  lighi  dimon,  moviiig  m 
ft  line  pev^lel  with  Onham's  maitli,  appealed  en  Bome 

rising  ground  in  front.  The  surprise  was  equal  on  botli 
sides,  but  tiie  iiritisli  nticmen  instantly  dashed  down  the 
hill  vith  loud  cnes  and  a  bickering  lire,  the  52nd  followed 
in  support,  and  the  French  retreated  fighting  as  thej  best 
oouldL  The  rest  of  the  £ng|i8h  legiments  weare  in  raem, 
thinking  all  their  enemies  before  them,  when  the  second 
French  brigade,  followed  by  tlie  bagirai^,  cauic  Lustily  oui 
from  a  narrow  cleft  in  some  pirp^iidicular  rocks  on  their 
light  hand.  A  confused  action  ensued,  for  the  reserve 
SQEambled  oyer  rough  intenrening  ground  to  attack  this 
new  foe,  who  made  for  a  hill  a  little  way  in  froot,  and 
then  the  52nd,  whose  rear  was  thus  menaced,  quitting  their 
first  enemies,  wheeled  round  and  running  full  sjieed  up 
the  hill  met  them  on  the  suuimit ;  so  pressed,  the  French 
cast  off  their  packs,  and  half  fljing,  half  fighting,  escaped 
along  the  side  of  the  mountains,  while  their  first  biigade, 
still  retreating  on  the  road  towards  Esp^jo,  were  puisoed 
by  the  riflemen.  Meanwhile  the  snmptor  animals,  sadlj 
affrighted,  ruu  aUout  the  rocks  with  a  wonderful  clamour  ; 
and  though  the  escort,  huddled  together,  fought  desperately, 
all  tlie  baggage  beokme  the  spoil  of  the  victors,  and  four 
hundred  of  the  French  fell  or  were  taken :  the  rest,  by 
their  nnyietding  resolation  and  activity,  escaped,  though 
punoed  tfarongfa  the  monntaiuB  by  some  Spanbii  iiregolais: 
Beillc  then  retreated  iKhiiid  Salinas  de  Anara. 

either  JieiUe  nor  the  few  prisoners  he  had  made  could 
acoount  for  more  than  six  An^^o- Portuguese  divisions  at 
these  defites  ;  hence,  as  no  enemy  had  been  UXi  on  the 
great  road  from  Burgos,  the  king  judged  that  HiU  was 
marching  with  the  others  by  Valmaceda  into  Guipuscoa,  to 
menace  the  great  cunimumcutiuu  with  France.  It  was  * 
however  clear  that  six  divisions  were  on  the  nglit  and  rear 
of  the  French  position,  and  no  time  was  to  be  lost ;  where* 
fore  Gasan  and  D'Erlon  marched  in  the  night  to  nnite 
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behind  the  Zadora  mer,  up  the  left  bank  of  which  Qvej 

Iiiiu  to  file  into  the  basin  of  Yittoria.  But  their  waj  was 
through  the  pass  of  Puebln  dc  Arj^nzan,  two  miles  lon^, 
and  60  narrow  as  scarcely  to  furnish  room  for  the  great 
road ;  wherefore  to  cover  the  nxoyement^  Eeille  fell  back 
daring  ihe  night  to  Sabijana  Morillas  on  the  Bayas  riyer. 
His  orders  were  to  ^spnte  the  ground  vigorously,  for  by 
that  route  "\Vellin2:ton  could  enter  the  basin  before  tlie 

CD 

uthei's  could  thread  the  pass  of  Puebia  ;  or  ho  mi<^)it  send 
a  corps  from  Trias,  to  attack  the  king's  rear  on  the  Miranda 
side  while  his  front  was  engaged  in  the  defile.  One  of 
these  things  the  En^ish  general  shonld  have  endeavonrod 
to  accomplish ;  bnt  the  troops  had  made  long  marches  on 
the  18th,  and  it  was  dark  before  the  fuurth  divisiun  reached 
Espejo:  B'Erlon  and  Gazan,  therefore,  without  difficulty 
passed  the  deiile^  and  the  head  of  their  column  appeared  on 
the  other  side  jnst  as  the  allies  droYO  Keille  back  from  the 
Bayas. 

Wellington  had  reached  that  river  before  mid-day  the 

19th,  aiid  if  he  could  have  forced  it  at  once  the  other 
two  armies,  then  in  the  defile,  would  have  been  cut  off ; 
Beille  was  however  well  posted,  his  front  covered  by  the 
stream,  his  right  by  the  village  of  Subijana  de  MorillaSy 
which  was  occupied  as  a  bridge*head,  his  left  secored  by 
n^ged  heights ;  it  was  only  by  a  combat  in  which  eighty 
Frencli  fell  that  he  was  forced  •  beyond  the  Zadora ;  bnt 
the  uilier  armies  had  then  passed  the  defde,  the  crisis  was 
over,  and  the  allies  pitched  their  tents  on  the  Bayas.  The 
king  now  heard  of  Clauzcl  at  Logrono,  and  called  him  to 
Vittoria ;  he  also  directed  Foy^  then  in  march  for  Bilbao, 
to  rally  the  garrisons  of  Biscay  and  Oniposooa  and  joia 
him  on  the  Zadora.    These  orders  were  received  too  late. 

The  basin  into  which  the  king  had  tlius  poured  all  his 
troops,  his  pares,  convoys  and  incumbrances,  was  eight 
miles  broad  by  ten  long,  Vittoria  being  at  the  further  end. 
The  Zadora,  naiiow  and  witk  nigged  banks^  after  passing 
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that  town,  flows  through  the  Puebla  defile  towariL  the 
Ebro,  dividin*^  the  basin  unequally,  the  knrcst  portion 
being  on  the  left  bank.  A  traveller  coming  from  the 
Ebro  by  the  royal  Madrid  road,  would  enter  the  bwin  by  the 
Puohla  defile,  breaking  tl^ngb  a  rough  mouitam  ridge. 
On  onerging  firam  the  pass,  at  the  diitenoe  of  nz  miles  on 
the  left  he  would  see  the  village  of  Subijuna  de  ^lunlliis, 
facing  the  0}»ciiiiig  into  the  basin  which  Reille  had  de- 
fended on  the  Bayas.  The  spires  of  Vittoria  would  ajppeer 
ei^t  miles  in  front,  and,  radiating  from  that  town,  the 
xond  to  Logrono  on  his  right  hud,  the  fiMid  to  BOhto 
hj  Murpia  on  the  left  hand,  crossing  the  Zedovn  bj  & 
bridge  near  tlie  village  of  Ariaga.  FurdiLr  on,  the  road 
to  Estella  and  Pampeluna  would  be  seen  on  the  rii^ht, 
the  road  to  JDurango  on  the  k£t,  and  between  them  the 
vaytl  eanaewaj  Ifleding  oro'  the  grant  Azklmn  lidge  hj  the 
defiloi  of  SaUnai.  Of  all  Ihm  mds,  thoog^  some  vem 
praeticable  for  guns,  espedally  that  to  Pampelonn,  the 
r>.y;i]  causeway  alone  could  suliicc  for  such  an  i i k- umbered 
army  ;  and  as  the  idliea  were  ])elund  the  ridge  bounding 
the  basin  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Zadora,  on  a  line 
parallel  to  the  canaewnj,  thej  oonkL  by  pielooging  their 
left  eat  off  that  xonte. 

Joseph,  fooling  ^toB  danger,  thought  to  march  by  SiHnae 
to  Durango,  there  to  meet  Foy's  troops  and  the  garrisons  of 
Guipnscoa  and  Biscay  ;  but  in  tiit*  ruui^h  country,  neither 
his  artillery  nor  his  cavalry,  on  which  he  greatly  depended 
though  the  cavalij  and  artilkry  of  the  ailitt  wm  ecareely 
kespowttfbly  oonUaotersnMsky  aiidhemnBthaTeaoit  theD^ 
into  Fvanee :  moreoTer,  if  pwaied  hy  Wellington  in  that 
mountainous  r^on,  .su  iavouxuMc  for  irre^ai^,  he  could 
not  long  remain  in  Spain.  It  viM  then  proposed  to  retire 
to  Pampelnna  and  bring  Sachet's  amy  up  to  Zaragoza ; 
hat  Joseph  dssired  to  kesp  the  gieat  oommonioation  with 
France ;  fog  tfaeo^  the  Pampelnna  road  was  practioable 
to  whcdsy  it  reqniicd  som^hing  more  for  the  ensmuNis 
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mass  of  ^nins  and  caniages  of  all  kinds  now  heaped  around 
Vittona. 

One  laige  wawoj  had  mavched  tlia  19th,  and  1^ 
fighting  men  in  front  wm  thus  diminiahed ;  yet  the  plain 
ms  stiU  oormd  with  artiHery  paves  and  equipages,  and 

Ae  kinf^,  infirm  of  purpose,  continued  to  wustc  timu  in 
vain  conjectures  about  his  adversary's  movements. 

On  the  2l8t,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Maooune's 
diviajon,  mm  than  three  thousand  good  soldien,  marched 
iviiii  a  Mond  oonvoj,  and  the  king  adopted  a  new  line  of 
batde.  Eeille,  loniforaed  by  a  Franoo^Spani^  brigade  of 
uiiaiitry  and  Digeon's  dragoons,  took  the  extreme  right 
to  defend  the  passa^  of  the  Zadora,  where  tlie  Bilbao  and 
Durango  roads  crossed  it  hy  the  bridges  of  Gamaca  Mayor 
and  Ariaga*  The  oentre  nnder  Oaian  and  Dionet  waa 
idistuisiz  or  eof^i  miles  from  Gamaia»  lining  the  Zadom 
also ;  bat  on  another  front,  for  the  stream,  tamini;  suddenly 
to  the  left  round  the  heights  of  Margarita,  descended  thence 
to  the  Puebla  defile,  nearly  at  right  angles  irith  its  pre- 
moB  oomse.  There  covered  by  the  river,  on  an  easy 
open  range  of  heights,  Ckoan's  right  was  extended  from 
an  isolated  hill  in  front  of  the  village  of  Margarita  to  the 
royal  road;  his  centre  was  astride  of  the  royal  road  in 
fmiit  of  the  village  of  Arincz  ;  liis  left  r.rcupied  rugged 
grouud  behind  Subijana  de  Alava,  facing  the  Puebla 
dehle,  and  a  brigade  under  Maransm  was  on  the  Puehia 
ridge  bejyond  the  defile.  Dronet  was  in  seeond  Hne; 
the  mass  <tf  ambj,  many  gons,  and  the  king's  guards 
formed  a  reserve  behind  the  centre  about  the  village  of 
Gomecha,  and  fifty  pieces  of  artillery  were  pushed  in 
front,  pointing  to  the  bndges  of  Mendosa,  Tres  Faente8> 
Villodas,  and  Nandares. 

While  the  king  was  making  conjeetnres,  Wellington  |)ad- 
made  a  new  duqposition  of  his  iforoes;  finr  thinking  Joseph 
would  not  fight  on  the  Zadora,  he  sent  Griron  with  the 
GaUidans  on  the  li^th  to  seiza  Ordaua,  and  Graham  was 
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tu  li:ivc  fullowcd,  but  linally  penetrated  through  difficult 
Till  tim tain  ways  to  Murguia,  thus  cutting  the  enemy  off 
from  Bilbao  and  menacing  his  commonicatioaB  with  France. 
The  anay  was  then  scattered  by  the  preYions  marches 
and  Wellington,  halting  on  the  2(Hh  to  rally  colnnins, 
took  that  opportunity  to  examine  the  French  position 
where,  contrary  to  his  expectation,  they  seemed  resolved 
to  fight,  wherefore  he  gave  GrahaTii  fresh  orders  and  hastily 
recalled  Giron  from  Oidona.  Tlie  long-expected  battle 
was  then  at  hand,  and  on  neither  side  were  the  nnmhers 
And  coniBge  of  the  troops  of  mean  aoooant  The  sixth 
division,  six  thousand  five  hundred  strong,  had  been  left 
hi  ^^Icilina  Je  Pumar,  and  hence  only  sixty  thousand  Anglo- 
Tortuguese  sabres  and  bayonets,  witli  ninety  pieces  of 
eannon,  were  actuailj  in  the  field,  but  the  Spanish  aux- 
iliaries raised  the  nnmhen  to  eighty  thousand  combatants. 
The  regular  muster-roll  of  the  French  was  lost  with  the 
battle,  yet  a  careful  approximate  reckoning  gives  about 
sixty  thousand  sabres  and  bayonets,  and  in  number  and 
£ize  of  guns  they  had  the  advantage,  yet  their  position 
v^n^  visibly  defective. 

Their  host  line  of  retreat  was  on  the  prolongMaon  of 
Reille's  right,  at  Gamara  Mayor ;  but  he  was  too  distant  to 
be  supported  by  the  main  body,  and  therefore  the  safety  of 
tlie  latter  depended  on  his  fighting.  Many  thousand  carriages 
and  other  impidimcnts  were  heaped  about  Vittoria,  block- 
ing all  the  roads  and  disordering  the  artiUexy  pares ;  and 
on  the  extreme  left^  Maransin's  biigade^.  occupying  the 
Pnehla  ridge  was  isolated  and  too  weak  to  hold  its  ground. 
The  centre  was  indeed  on  an  easy  range  of  hills,  its  front 
open,  with  a  slope  to  the  river,  and  powerful  batteries  l>ore 
on  all  the  bhdges  ;  nevertheless,  many  of  the  guns  being 
advanced  in  the  loop  of  the  Zadora,  were  exposed  to 
musket-shot  from  a  wood  onHhe  right  bank. 

Seven  bridges  were  within  the  scheme  of  operations,  yet 
none  were  broken  or  retrenched.  Tiic  bridge  ui  Lu  Paebhi, 
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facing  tlie  French  left  was  beyond  the  defile  ;  that  of  Nan- 
clares,  facing  fSubijana  de  Alava,  was  at  the  French  end  of 
the  defile ;  three  bridges  around  the  deep  loop  of  the  riyer 
opened  upon  tiie  right  of  the  French  centre;  that  of  Men- 
dom  WW  highest  np  the  stream,  Vellodas  lowest  down^ 
Tres  Puentes  in  the  centre :  the  bridges  of  Gamura  Mayo? 
and  Ariaga  were,  as  abready  said,  guarded  by  Reille. 

Wellington  projected  three  distinct  battles.  Graham^ 
moving  by  the  Bilbao  load,  was  to  force  a  passage  with 
tw^^  thonsand  men  against  Eeille,  and  Giion's  Gallicians 
were  called  np  to  hia  support ;  the  design  bring  to  shnt  np 
the  French  centre  and  kft  between  the  Zadora  and  the 
Puebla  mountain.  Hill,  having  i\lorillo*s  Spaniards,  Syl- 
Tiera's  Portngnese  and  the  second  British  dxYi^on,  with 
cavaliy  and  guns»  in  all  twenty  thonsand  men,  was  to  force 
the  passage  of  the  Zadora  river  beyond  ths  Pnehia  defile, 
and  there  assail  Maransin  with  his  right,  while  his  left, 
threading  the  pass  to  enter  the  basin  on  that  side,  turned 
and  menaced  the  i'lench  left  and  secured  the  bridge  of 
Nanclares. 

In  the  centre  battle,  the  third,  fourth,  serenth  and  light 
divisions  of  inftntry,  the  great  mass  of  artillery,  the  heavy 
cavalry  and  Portuguese  horsemen,  in  all  thirty  thousand 

combatants,  were  led  by  Wellington  in  person.  Being 
encamped  along  the  Bayas,  these  bodies  had  only  to  march 
over  the  ridge  which  bounded  the  basin  of  Yittoria  on  that 
side,  and  come  down  to  their  respective  points  on  the 
Zadora,  namely,  the  bridges  of  Mendoza,  Tres  Pnentes, 
VHIodas  and  Nanelares ;  but  the  country  was  so  rugged 
exact  concert  conld  not  be  luaiutaincd,  an  l  cacli  genend 
of  division  was  in  some  degree  master  of  his  movements. 

4» 
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BATT»  OF  TITTORIA. 

At  dayimak  on  the  2l8t»  ibe  weather  being  rmj  mik 
*  thick  vvponr,  the  troope  nmed  firam  the  Bftjaa,  craied 

the  ridge  and  slowly  approaehed  the  Zadom,  while  HiB 

01)  the  other  side  of  the  ridge  couimciiecd  the  pa^safre  of 
tluit  river  beyond  the  defile  of  Pnehla.  On  his  side 
Morillo  B  k^paniards  led,  and  their  tirst  brigade  assailed 
the  mountain  to  the  right  of  the  gnat  load;  hot  theaseent 
liioved  80  steep  the  aoldien  i^ipeanlito  otimb  laHiflr  than 
walk  tip,  and  tiie  seeond  brigade,  which  was  to  comwot  the 
hrst  with  the  Britislt  troops  below,  ascended  only  half-vay. 
Little  opposition  wa.>  nmde  until  the  first  brigade  was  near 
the  summit,  when  sidrmiBhing  commenced,  and  Morillo 
was  woonded ;  his  second  brigade  then  jmned  him,  and  the 
Franoh,  feeiUng  the  importance  of  die  height,  xehdbxeed 
HainuishL  HiU  soon  sneooiiied  Morillo  wilh  the  71st 
lament,  and  a  battalion  of  light  mfciiitry,  both  nnder 
Colonel  Cadoiran  ;  yet  the  fight  was  doubtful ;  for  though 
the  BritiBh  w<Hi  the  summit  and  gained  ground  along  the 
side  of  the  mouitain^  Gadogan  fell,  Gasan  sent  ViUaitte's 
dxfision  to  aid  Maransin,  and  so  stnm^y  did  these  troops 
fight  that  the  allies  eonld  fwaroely  hold  thnr  p^roond.  HiU 
however  sent  more  troops,  and  with  the  reniaiinlfr  of  Iiis 
corps  passed  the  Zadora,  threaded  the  Puebla  dehic,  and 
fiercely  issuing  forth  on  the  other  won  the  village 
of  Sabijana  de  AUm  in  £ront  of  Gaian's  line,  and  tim 
connecting  his  ri^t  with  the  troops  cn  the  moimtain, 
maintdned  that  forward  position  in  despite  of  the  enen^'s 
eflurts  until  tbe  centre  battle  was  begun  on  his  left. 

Meanwhile  \W'llington,  keeping  all  his  cavalry  in  mass 
as  a  reserve,  placed  thr  f.mrth  division  opposite  tl  *  ^  ridge 
of  NancUrai,  the  light  diviilon  at  the  Inidge  of  Villodas, 
both  being  corered  by  rugged  ground  and  woods,  and  the 
light  divirion  so  close  to  the  water,  the  skirmishers  could 
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iiave  killed  the  French  sinners  in  the  loop  of  the  river. 
Tke  weatl^  had  now  cleared  up,  and  then  Hill's  battle 
WB8  prolonged  bj  the  nflemen  of  the  light  divisun  with  a 
Ixtiiig  &e  on  the  enenj's  Bkiiiiudieni;  but  no  ierioos  effort 
mm  made,  beoaiue  Uie  tiiird  and  seventh  divinom,  meeting 
irith  roujrh  ground,  had  nut  readied  their  point  of  attack; 
and  it  wonld  have  heen  imprudent  to  push  the  fourth 
division  and  cavalry  over  the  bridge  of  NanclareSy  with  the 
Puebla  defile  in  their  lear^  before  the  other  divisions  wm 
mtdy  to  attack. 
While  this  waiting,  %  Spanish  peasant  told  WdHngton 

the  bridsre  of  Tics  ruentco  un  the  left  of  the  lidit  division 
vstki  unguarded,  and  offered  to  lead  the  troopH  over  it. 
General  Kempt  s  brigade  was  on  the  instant  directed 
towBids  tiint  qnarter^  and  being  oonoealed  by  some  rooks, 
passed  the  narrow  bridge  at  a  ninning  pace,  moimted  a 
steep  rise  of  ground  and  halted  olose  mider  the  erast ; 
being  then  actually  behind  the  king's  advanced  posts,  and 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  his  line  of  battle.  Some 
French  cavalry  approached,  and  two  round  shots  were  hred 
bj  the  enemy,  one  of  which  killed  the  poor  peasant  to 
whose  courage  and  inteQigenee  tin  aUies  were  so  mncli 
indebted;  bat  no  movement  of  attadc  was  made,  and 
Kempt  called  the  15th  Imssars  over  the  river  :  they  came 
at  a  gallop,  crossing  the  narrow  brid«ie  one  by  in  .  }i«»rse- 
man  after  horseman,  and  still  the  French  remained  to2^d» 
showing  an  anny  but  no  general 

It  was  now  one  o'clock,  Hill's  assanlt  on  the  village 
of  Subijana  was  entirely  defveibped,  and  a  curling  smoke, 
faintly  t^een  far  up  the  Zadora  on  the  enemy's  extreme 
riirht,  and  tuliowcd  by  the  sound  of  distant  guns,  told  that 
Graham's  attack  had  also  commenced.  Then  the  king, 
finding  both  flanks  in  danger,  caused  his  reserve  to  file  otf 
towards  Vittoria,  and  gave  Cfasan  ordeis  to  retire  by  snc- 
ccssivc  masses ;  but  at  that  moment  the  third  and  scvenl^ 
divisions  were  seen  moving  rapidlj'  down  to  tlic  bridge  of 
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Mendoza,  whereapon  Oasaa's  artillery  opened,  a  body  of 
his  cavalry  drew  near  the  bridge,  and  the  French  light 
troops,  very  strong  there,  commenced  a  vigorous  musketry. 
Some  British  guns  replied  to  the  French  cannon  from  tlie 
opposite  bank,  and  the  value  of  Kempt's  forward  position 
iFaa  inBtantly  made  manifest ;  for  Andrew  Barnard,  spring 
ing  forward,  led  the  riflemen  of  the  light  division  in  iho 
most  darin<^  manner  between  the  French  cavalry  and  the 
river,  takin;[^  their  light  troops  and  jrunners  lu  ihink  and 
engairin^^  them  so  closply  that  the  English  artillerymen, 
thinking  his  dark-clothed  troops  enemies,  played  on  both 
alike. 

This  singular  attack  enabled  a  brigade  of  the  third 
division  to  pass  the  bridge  of  Mendoza  without  opposition  ; 

tLu  otliu-  bricrade  fordud  the  rivtT  higher  up,  followed  by 
the  sen  nth  division  and  Vandeleurs  brigade  of  the  light 
di virion.  The  French  abandoned  the  ground  in  front  of 
Villodas,  and  the  battle,  which  had  slackened,  then  revived 
with  extreme  violence.  Hill  pressed  the  enemy,  the 
foorth  division  passed  the  bridge  of  Nanelaies,  the  smoke 
and  sound  of  Graham's  gnns  became  more  distinct,  and 
the  banks  of  the  Zadora  presented  a  continuous  line  of 
lire.  Jiut  the  Frencli,  weakened  in  the  centre  by  the 
draft  made  of  Villatte's  division,  and  shaken  in  resolution 
by  the  king's  order  to  retreat,  were  in  evident  perplexity, 
and  no  regnlar  retrograde  movement  coold  be  made,  the 

aUics  were  too  close. 

The  seventh  division  and  Colville's  brigade  of  the  thinl 
division,  having  forded  the  river,  now  formed  the  left  of  the 
British,  and  were  immediately  engaged  with  the  French 
right;  bat  then  Wellington,  seeing  the  hiU  in  fifont  of 
ArincK  nearly  denuded  of  troops  by  the  withdrawal  of  Vil-" 
latte's  troops,  led  Picton  and  the  rest  of  the  third  division 
in  close  column  at  a  running  pace,  diagontilly.  across  the 
front  of  both  armies,  towardti  that  central  pomt.  I'his 
attack  was  headed  by  Barnard's  riflemen,  and  followed  by 
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tihe  renudxider  of  Kempt's  brigade  a&d  the  hnsgais ;  *  and 
at  tlie  same  time  when  ^e  fonrth  division  had  pamd  the 

bridge  of  Nanclares,  the  heavy  cavalry,  a  splendid  body, 
galloped  over  also,  squadron  after  sc[uadion^  into  the  plain 
ground  between  Cole  and  Hill. 

Thus  canght  in  the  midst  of  their  dispositionB  for  re^ 
treat,  the  French  threw  ont  a  prodigioos  nnmher  of  skir- 
mishers, and  fifky  pieces  of  artillery  played  with  astonishing 
acti^^ty.  To  answer  this  fire  Wellingtuii  brought  over 
most  of  Ills  guns,  and  botli  sides  were  shrouded  by  a  dense 
cloud  of  smoke  and  dust,  under  cover  of  which  the  French 
retired  by  degrees  to  the  second  range  of  heights  in  front 
of  Gomecha,  on  which  their  reserve  had  been  posted,  yet 
holding  the  village  of  Arines  on  the  main  road.  Picton's 
troops,  still  headed  by  the  riflemen  of  the  hght  division, 
then  plunged  into  that  villnc^(^  amidst  a  heavy  fire  of 
muskets  and  artillery,  and  three  guns  were  captured ;  but 
the  post  was  important,  fresh  French  troops  came  down, 
and  for  some  lame  the  smoke  and  dust  and  damonr,  the 
flashing  of  the  fire-arms,  and  the  shouts  and  cries  of  the 
combatants,  mixed  with  the  thunderin;^'  uf  the  guns,  were 
terrible :  finally  the  British  troops  issued  fortli  vietorions  on 
the  other  side.  During  this  conflict  the  seventh  division,  re- 
inforced by  Yandeleur's  brigade  of  the  light  division,  was 
heavily  raked  by  a  battery  at  tiie  village  of  Maigaritay 
until  the  52nd  regiment  with  an  impetuous  charge  carried 
that  village,  and  the  87th  won  the  village  of  Hennandad, 
and  so  fighting,  the  whole  line  advanced. 

When  the  village  of  Arinez  was  won,  the  French  oppo- 
sed to  Hill  at  Subijana  de  Alava  were  turned,  and  being 
hard-pressed  in  fiont  and  on  their  left  by  the  troops  on  the 
Fuebla  mountain,  fell  back  two  miles  in  disorder,  striving 
to  regain  the  line  of  retreat  to  Vittori&   It  was  thought 

*  Tbe  eoneeptfon  and  exeevtion  of  fhis  norcinait  bat  been  itpeatedly 
ghen  to  Fktoi.  Eizoneoulj  lo.  My  awtfioilly  it  tiio  Doke  of  Wd* 
liogtoB* 
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jjomc  cavalry  laanched  at  the  moment  would  luive  disor- 
ganized the  yshoh  French  battle:  none  moved  howcTer, 
and  the  oonfiised  multitude  shooting  ahead  recovered  order. 
Bat  the  gromid  ms  exceedinglj  divenified  with  woods  and 
plains,  here  mefed  with  coniy  tiisre  hvolDai  hj  dakkm, 
trmeyiirds  and  hamkto ;  henee  the  setitm,  ftr  six  iniles, 
resolved  itself  into  a  running  fight  and  cannonade,  the 
dust  and  siuuke  and  tumult  of  which  filled  all  the  basin, 
pasi^ing  onwards  towards  Vittoria.  Many  guns  were  taken, 
and  at  six  o'clock  the  French  reached  the  last  defieosiUe 
hsig^t,  one  mile  in  finmt  of  VittoEia.  Beiund  tltem  was 
ihe  plain  in  wUdi  tiie  dtj  stood,  and  be^md  Haee  Imnisbs, 
thousands  of  carriages,  animals  and  non-combatants,  men 
Huuicn  and  children,  were  huddling  together  in  all  the 
madnees  of  terror,  and  as  the  English  shot  went  booming 
over  head,  the  vast  crowd  started  and  swenred  with  a 
mTnlsi've  mavsment,  while  a  doll  and  honid  sobnid  of 
distress  arose :  hot  then  was  no  hope,  no  stay  for  anny  or 
multitude.    It  was  the  wreck  ui  a  iiatiou. 

French  courage  was  not  yet  quelled.  Reille  on  whom 
every  thing  now  depended  maintained  his  post  on  the 
Upper  Zadara»  and  the  armies  of  the  soitth  and  oentre, 
diftwing  up  on  their  last  heights  between  the  viUages  of  * 
Alt  and  Annentia,  made  their  mnskete  flash  like  lighlr- 
ning,  while  more  than  eighty  pieces  of  artillery,  massed 
together,  pealed  with  such  a  horrid  uproar,  that  the  hills 
laboured  and  shook  and  streamed  with  tire  and  smoke, 
amidst  which  the  dark  figures  of  the  French  gunners  wm 
seen  bonnding  with  a  fantie  CDeigy.  This,  terrible  ean- 
nonade  and  musketry  cheeked  the  allies,  tiie  ihbrd  diYisien, 
meeting  the  brunt  of  the  storm,  could  scarcely  maintain  its 
ground,  and  the  French  generals  beiran  to  draw  off  their 
in£uitry  firom  the  right  wing,  when  suddenly  the  fourth 
division  rushing  forward  carried  the  hill  on  the  French 
left  Then  the  heights  were  all  abandoned,  for  at  that 
moment  Joseph,  finding  the  royal  road  so  blocked  by  oar* 
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riages  the  artillery  couM  not  pfiss,  iiidicated  the  road  of 
SalvBtierra  for  retreat,  and  the  troops  at  once  went  ott  in  a 
eonfused  mass.  The  British  £»lloirad  hard,  and  the  light 
oarahj  galloped  through  the  town  to  inteioept  tiio  noir 
line,  i?Mch  poaied  »  manii  and  im  lyceirioe  choked  wilJi 
carriages  and  fogitiTe  people,  while  on  each  side  there 
were  deep  drains.  Disorder  mischief  then  prevailed 
entirely.  The  guns  were  left  on  the  edge  of  the  marsh, 
the  artillery-men  fled  with  the  horses,  and  the  infan^, 
.  hreakiiig  tfasoo^  the  mkenihle  muHitade  mot  dam 
off:  the  cftTalry  hoirever  BtiU  aoted  witii  ocder,  and  many 
generous  horsemen  were  seen  to  carry  dnldren  and  women 
from  the  dreadful  scene. 

This  retreat  placed  Reille  in  great  danger.  His  ad- 
Tinoed  troops  under  Samit  had  been  originally  pooled  at 
the  irillage  of  AiaDgois,  beyond  the  Zadora,  hoMii^  some 
heights  which  covered  tiie  bridges  of  Aritga  and  Qumm 
Mayor.  They  were  driven  from  thence  by  Graham's  van- 
crnard  nndcr  General  Oswald,  who  seized  Gamarn  Mirn  r  uw 
tiic  Durango  road,  and  forced  the  Franco-bpaniards  Iroiu 
Dorana  on  the  rovnl  causeway:  thns  the  first  blow  on  tids 
side  depriyed  the  king  of  his  best  line  of  letieat  and  con- 
ftied  1dm  to  the  load  of  Pampeliina. 

Sarrut  recrossed  the  river  in  good  order,  and  with  one 
of  his  hrigades  took  post  at  the  bridjre  of  Ariaora  and 
in  the  village  of  Abediuco  beyond  it;  the  otiier  being  in 
reserve  to  support  him  and  General  La  Martiniere,  who 
defiended  the  bridge  of  Gaman  Major  and  the  village  of 
that  name,  also  beyond  the  liTer.  Digeon's  dragoons  were 
behind  the  villacre  of  Ariaga ;  Reille's  own  dragoons  wefe 
behind  the  bridge  of  Gamani ;  one  brigade  of  light  cavalry 
was  on  the  extreme  right  to  sustain  the  Franco-Spanish 
troops,  higher  up  the  river ;  another,  nnd«:  General  Cnrto, 
eras  on  the  French  left,  extending  down  the  Zadom. 

Longa's  Spaniards  were  to  have  attacked  Gaaiara  at  an 
early  hour,  when  it  was  feebly  occupied,  but  they  did  not 
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stir,  and  the  vill:uj:o  beintr  reinforced,  Robinson's  briqrade 
of  tlie  5th  divibiun  assaulted  it  instead.  He  laa  lc  the 
attack  at  a  mnning  pace  at  fiist,  but  the  French  iire  be- 
came so  heavy,  that  his  men  stopped  to  reply,  and  the 
columns  got  intennized;  however,  enconiaged  by  their 
officers,  and  especially  by  the  example  of  General  Robin- 
son, an  inexperienced  man  Imt  of  a  daring  spirit,  they 
renewed  tlie  charge,  broke  thr<»ui^h  the  village  and  even 
crossed  the  bridge.  One  gun  was  captured,  and  the  pas- 
sagie  seemed  to  be  won,  when  EeiUe  suddenly  tuned  twelve 
pieces  npon  the  village,  and  La  MartLnieie  rallying  his 
men  nnder  cover  of  this  cannonade  retook  the  bridge:  it 
"was  with  difticulty  the  allied  troops  could  even  hold  the 
village  until  they  were  reinforced. 

Now  a  second  British  brig^e  came  down,  and  the  bridge 
was  again  canied,  but  the  new  troops  were  so<m  driven 
back  as  the  others  had  been,  and  the  bridge  remained  for- 
bidden ground.  Graham  had  meanwhile  attacked  the  vil- 
lage of  Abechuco  covcrinjr  the  bridge  of  Ariaira,  and  it  w;;3 
carried  at  once  by  the  German  riflemen,  who  were  sup- 
ported by  Bradford  8  Portngoese  and  the  lire  of  twelve 
gons;  yet  here,  as  at  Qamara,  the  French  maintained  the 
bridge,  so  that  at  both  places  the  troops  on  each  side 
remained  stationary  nnder  a  reciprocal  fire  of  artillery  and 
small  arms,  lleille,  with  inferior  numbers,  thus  continued 
to  interdict  the  passage  until  the  tumult  of  WelUngton's 
battle  coming  up  the  Zadora  reached  Yittoria  itself,  and 
a  part  of  the  British  horsemen  rode  ont  of  that  city  npon 
Saimt's  rear.  Digeon's  dragoons  kept  this  cavalry  in 
check  for  the  moment,  and  Rdlle  had  previonsly  formed  a 
reserve  of  infantry  \' hich  now  proved  his  safety.  For  JSfU*- 
rut  was  killed  at  the  bridge  of  Ariaga,  and  Menne,  next  in 
command,  could  scarcely  draw  off  his  troops  while  Pigeon  s 
dragoons  held  the  British  cavalry  at  point,  bnt  with  the 
aid  of  his  reserve  Reille  finally  rallied  all  lus  troops  at 
Betonio.    He  had  now  to  make  head  on  several  sides. 
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because  the  allies  wore  coming  down  from  Ariaga,  from 
Durano,  and  from  Vittoria;  yet  he  fought  his  way  to  Me-« 
tauco  on  the  8alvatierra  road  and  there  covered  the  general 
tetreat  with  some  degree  of  order.  Vehementlj  and  closely 
did  the  BridBh  pmsue,  and  neither  the  demeanoor  of  the 
French  cavalry,  which  made  several  vigorous  charges,  nor 
darkness,  which  now  fell,  could  stop  their  victorious  career 
until  the  flying  masses  had  passed  Metaueo. 

This  was  the  battle  of  Vittoria.  The  French  had,  com- 
paratively, few  men  slain,  but  to  use  Gazan's  words,  lost 
all  their  eqnipages,  all  their  gons,  all  their  treasoxej  all 
their  stores,  all  their  papers;  no  man  conld  even  prove 
how  muqli  pay  was  due  to  him:  generals  and  subordinate 
officers  alike  were  reduced  to  the  clothes  on  their  backs, 
and  most  of  them  were  barefooted/'  Never  was  an  aimy 
more  hardly  used  by  its  commander,  the  soldiers  were  not 
ha]f  beat^:  yet  never  was  a  victofy  more  complete.  The 
French  carried  off  but  two  pieces  of  artillery  from  the 
Ijattle.  Jourdan's  baton,  a  stand  of  colours,  one  hundred 
and  forty-three  brass  pieces,  one  hundred  of  wliich  had 
been  used  in  the  fight,  all  the  pares  and  depots  from  Ma- 
drid, Valladolid,  and  Burgos,  carriages,  ammunition,  trea- 
sure, every  thing,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors.  The 
loss  in  men  did  not  exceed  six  thousand;  the  loss  of  the 
allies  was  five  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
killed  wounded  and  missing.  Of  tliese  one  thousand  and 
fyrty-nine  were  Porturruesc ;  five  hundred  and  iifty-three 
Spanish.  Hence  the  English  lost  more  than  double  what 
Portogoeee  and  Spaniards  did  together;  yet  both  fought 
well,  and  eqiedally  the  Portuguese:  but  British  troops  are 
the  soldiers  of  battle.  The  spoil  was  immense,  yet  so 
plundered,  princi])ally  by  the  followers  and  non-combatants, 
for  with  some  exceptions  tiie  flighting  troops  may  be  said  to 
have  marched  upon  gold  and  silver  without  stooping  to  pick 
it  up,  that  of  five  millions  and  a  half  of  doUais,  indicated 
by  the  Fiendi  accounts  to  be  in  the  money-chests,  not  one 
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Ukr  cifliie  to  ^  pvblie.   W^lington  sent  fifteen  Mo&n 

•with  power  to  examine  ail  loiided  animals  parsing  the  Ebro 
and  the  Duero,  yet  very  little  was  rt'co\cred  ;  and  tliis 
roltbei]^  wa0  not  oonfioed  to  ignorant  and  vulgar  peojde : 
eiBoa  were  aeen  mized  with  the  mob  contepding  for  tho 

On  tiie  22iid,  Giioii  tnd  Longa  pmBoed  iiie  «mroy 

which  had  moved  under  Maucuue  un  the  minL''  of  the 
battle;  the  heavy  cavalry  and  Portuguese  horsemen  re- 
named at  Vittoria,  Pakenham  came  with  the  sixtli  divi- 
man  fnm  MediM  Fanuyr,  and  WeUington  punned  Joeeph 
irfao  bad  been  flying  up  the  Bcrandia  and  Anqml  Talleys 
all  nicrhi  Rdlle  oDTered  the  retreat,  and  reached  Huarta 
in  the  valley  of  A  r at j nil,  thirty  miles  firom  the  field  of 
battle,  on  the  evening  of  the  22nd,  while  Joseph  attained 
YnuBuiy  ficom  which  roads  branched  off  to  Pampdmut  on 
one  side,  and  to  Tokm  and  St  Estefaan  on  the  othec^ 
Then  he  reoudnedjkhe  SSid,  expedhing  orden  to  difoent 
points  on  the  French  frontier  U>  prepare  provisions  and 
succounj  for  Ins  sufiering  army;  and  he  sent  Reille  by 
St  Estevan  to  the  Lower  Bidas^^oa  with  his  in^tiy,  six 
bnmdred  svhri  cavahry,  the  artiilfiry-men  and  horaes:  Gtb* 
lan's  and  D'Bzkm's  tEOops  marched  upon  Paaipelim% 
intending  to  erov  the  frontier  at  St  Jean  Pied  de  Port. 

At  Pampeluna  the  army  bivouacked  on  the  glacis  of  tlit 
fortress,  and  in  such  destitution  and  msuburdination  the 
governor  would  not  sutler  them  to  enter  the  town* 

Meanwhile  WeUington,  who  had  sent  Graham  s  corps  into 
Chupnsooa  by  the  paas  of  St  Adrian,  overtook  the  French 
nar  and  eaptnred  one  of  the  two  gona  sayed  from  Yittoria^ 
and  on  the  28th  the  king  fled  into  France  by  the  Ronces- 
valles.  Foy  and  Clauzel  were  thus  isolated  on  each  flank 
and  in  great  danger.  The  iirst  had  a  strong  country,  hut 
his  troops  wen  disscmiiiated,  and  the  fogitiTes  frnn  tha 
battle  spread  aodi  alnm  that  tha  forts  of  Axtaban,  Mont- 
dragon,  and  SalloaSy  Uoeking  the  pasB»  into  Guposooa^ 
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were  abanduned  to  Lunga  aud  Giruii.  Fuy  liad  thiis  only 
one  battalion  in  hand,  yet  rallying  the  fuiritive  garrisons 
he  advanced  and  £rom  some  prisoners  acquired  ezact  in- 
teUigence  of  the  baltie.  Then  he  esdeied  the  two  oonvoya 
from  Ytttona  to  maidi  daj  and  ni^t  tomods  Fnnoe,  md 
leinfoicing  himself  with  Manomie's  escort  gave  battie  to 
the  Spanish  ireneral;  but  they  had  three  times  liis  force  ;nid 
worsted  iuiii  With  a  loss  of  six  guns  and  above  two  hundred 
men.  He  retreated  to  YiilaiianG^  where,  late  m  the  even- 
ing  of  the  ^th,  Graham  oame  npon  him  finm  the  aide  pa» 
of  San  Adiian:  he  had  then  nliied  a  oongidwable  Ibioe 
and  gaye  battle  on  the  Orio  with  Manomie's  troops  and 
St.  Pol's  Italian  ^vi::iuii :  the  tirst  were  beaten,  \\i  tlie 
Italians  gained  some  advantages,  and  tbc  position  was  so 
strong  that  Graham  had  recouise  to  Bank  operations,  where- 
upon Foy  xetired  to  ToIom,  and  again  ofiiBied  battle. 
Gxaham  now  toined  his  fbmk  with  Spaniafds,  bioke  hia 
ficont  witii  the  An^o^Fovtogoese,  diove  his  wings  bejfond 
Tolosa  on  each  side,  and  bursting  the  gate  of  the  toTMi 
forced  a  passage  through  his  centre  by  the  main  road. 
NoTertheless  Foy  made  his  retreat  good  with  a  loss  of  only 
fonr  handled  men,  and  he  had  killed  and  wonnded  more 
than  four  hnndied  Anglo-Portuguese  in  the  two  days'  ope- 
rations. The  Spanish  loss  was  not  known,  but  mnst  ha?e 
been  considerable,  and  Graham,  who  was  himself  hurt,  halted 
two  days  to  hear  of  Wellington's  progress.  During  that 
time  the  convoys  reached  France  in  safety,  and  Foy,  his 
force  increased  by  the  junction  of  detachments  to  more 
than  sixteen  thousand  m^,  threw  a  garrison  into  San  Se- 
bastian and  joined  Reille  on  the  Bidassoa:  twenty-five 
thousand  men  were  then  on  that  river,  and  Graham  halted 
to  invest  Sebastian. 

While  these  events  paased  in  Guipuscoa,  Clauzel  was 
more  hardly  pressed  on  the  other  flank  of  the  alUes.  He 
had  approached  Vittoria  with  fourteen  thousand  men  on 
the  i2nd,  bui  hndin-j  i'akeuham  there  with  the  6th  divi- 
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non  redred  to  Logiona  ond  halted  until  the  eyening  of 

the  23rd,  thus  enabling  Wellington,  who  thought  he  was 
at  Tudela,  to  discover  his  real  situation  and  march  upon 
him.  Then  he  tied  to  Tudela,  reached  it  the  27th,  after 
a  march  of  sixtj  miles  in  forty  hours,  and  thinking  ho 
had  outstripped  his  pnrsaers  proposed  to  enter  France  by 
Tafialla  and  Olite,  when  an  alcalde  told  him  Wellington  had 
forestalled  hiiu  ai  tliose  jdaces  and  he  marched  up(>n  Zara- 
goza.  He  could  have  been  intercepted  again,  but  Welling- 
ton fearing  to  drive  him  on  Suchet,  only  launched  Mina  in 
pursuit^  and  Glauzel  after  destroying  guns  and  baggage 
finally  escaped  by  Jaoca  into  Fiance.  The  king  had  mean- 
while caused  Qmn  to  re-enter  Spain  by  the  Bastan,  but 
Hill  quickly  drove  him  thence.  Joseph's  reiprn  was  over. 
After  years  of  toils  and  combats,  admired  rather  than  un- 
derstood, Lord  Wellington,  emerging  &om  the  chaos  of  the 
Peninsula  struggle  crowned  the  Pyrenees — a  recognixed 
conqueror.  From  that  pinnacle  the  dangour  of  his  trum> 
pets  was  heard,  and  the  splendour  of  his  genius  blazed  out, 
a  flaming  beacon  for  warring  nations. 


Digitized  by  GoOgle 


BOOK  X. 


While  the  main  amies  waived  in  the  north  of  Spain, 
the  Meditenaaean  coast  was  the  scene  of  a  secondaiy  con*  ^ 
test,  maintained  by  an  English  expedition  sent  from  Sicily 

ill  1812.  Destined  at  first  for  CuUtloniii,  it  final Iv  landed 
at  Alicant,  where  it  remained  inactive  until  April,  1813, 
when  Sir  John  Murray,  whose  want  vigour  on  the  Douro 
was  overbahinced  by  anstociatic  inflaence  at  home,  assumed 
command.  Actmg  in  oonjmiction  with  the  Spanish  gene* 
ral  Elio,  he  commenced  a  series  of  petty  enterprises  and 
broached  several  projects  which  he  had  not  iicrvc  to  exe- 
cute, but  which  roused  Suchet  to  serious  action.  That 
marshal,  previously  inert,  concentrated  in  the  nidit  of  the 
ilth  all  his  disposable  force,  and  next  morning  fjediing  npon 
Mijares,  Elio's  lieutenant,  d^^d  him  with  a  loss  of 
fifteen  hundred  prisoners.  Then  he  mardied  against  Mur- 
ray ^vlio  retreated  tlirougli  the  puss  of  Biar  to  a  position  of 
battle,  leaving  Colonel  F.  Adam  with  two  thousand  five 
hundred  men  and  six  guns  in  the  dehie.  The  ground  was 
yeiy  strong,  but  the  French  light  troops  crowned  the  rocks 
on  each  side  and  after  two  hours'  fighting  the  allies  aban* 
doned  the  pass,  with  a  loss  of  two  guns  and  some  prisoners 
besides  killed  and  wounded,  yet  made  their  retreat,  tlirec 
mile8  to  the  main  position,  in  good  order,  and  were  not 
pursued. 

This  double  success  in  one  day  indicated  the  approach 
of  a  dedsiye  battle,  in  anticipation  of  which  Murray  had 
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studied  an  J  chosen  his  gTound  with  judgment  His  h'ft, 
composed  ot  \S  liittinghain's  iSpaiiisli  division,  was  in- 
trenched on  a  rugged  sierra,  along  which  the  troops  coming 
from  Biar  prolonged  the  line  on  a  front  of  two  miles,  until 
the  ridge  ended  abraptly  over  the  town  of  CastaUa^  which, 
with  its  old  castle  crowning  an  isolated  sogar-loaf  hill,  was 
prejtared  for  defence,  having  all  the  a]>proaches  commanded 
by  batterief',  and  being  stronsrly  occupied  with  McKenzie's 
British  division.  The  cavalry  was  disposed  on  a  plain, 
ptrtlj  in  front  partly  behind  the  town.  Clinton's  English 
and  Roche's  Spanish  divisions  were  in  reserve  in  rear  of  the 
right,  on  a  lower  height  nearly  perpendioiikr  to  the  mi^n 
front,  and  tlu  ir  line  ;is  well  as  the  town  was  covered  bv  tlie 
dry  bed  of  a  loiTeiit  called  a  haranro,  having  precipitous 
sides  and  being  in  many  ]jlaces  a  hundred  feet  in  depth : 
that  fgmt  was  therefore  refused  and  soarcdj  attackable. 

On  the  12th  Soviet's  cavalry  issuing  cantioasljfroin  the 
defile  of  Biar  extended  to  its  1^  on  the  pbin  ;  the  infantry, 
following,  took  posse^j^ion  of  a  low  ridge  facing  the  Sierra, 
find  then  the  cavalry  passing  the  baranco  turned  the 
town  as  if  to  menace  the  divisions  in  reserve.  This  move* 
ment  alarmed  Morray,  and  notwithstanding  the  impieg* 
nable  strength  of  the  ground  he  shrunk  from  the  encounter ; 
while  Suehet  was  advancing  he  thrice  gave  orders  to  the 
quarter-master  (jeneral  Donkin  to  put  the  army  in  retreat  ; 
the  last  time  so  peremptorily,  that  obedience  must  have 
folio we  l  if  at  that  moment  the  French  light  troops  in  ad* 
vance  had  not  commenced  firing. 

BATTLE  OF  CASTALLA. 

►Suiiiei's  diispositions  were  slowly  made,  as  if  he  feared  to 
commence,  and  as  a  mountain  spui*,  jutting  from  the  Sierra 
between  Wliittinorham  and  the  troops  from  Biar,  hid  two- 
thirds  of  the  allies  from  his  view,  he  first  sent  an  exploring 
eolumn  of  infantry  towards  CastaUa,  to  turn  the  intercepting 
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spur  and  difleOTer  all  the  eonditioiw  of  the  poeitaon ;  when 

that  was  effected  his  cavalry  closed  towards  the  banmco. 
Tin  n  he  formed  two  powerful  columiia  of  attack  and  sent 
them  against  \V  hittiugham  and  Adam  on  each  side  of  the 
spmr,  retaining  a  reserve  on  his  own  ridge,  and  keeping  his 
exploring  oohunn  tomrds  Oastalla  to  meet  any  sally  fiom 
tiiat  point 

The  ascent  against  Whittingliam  was  so  ruggedly  steep, 
and  the  upper  part  f?o  intrenched,  that  the  Hattle  resolved 
Hseli  there  at  once  into  a  stationary  skirmish  of  light 
troops,  while  on  the  other  side  of  the  spur  the  Frenoii 
mounted  the  height,  .sbwly  indeed  and  with  many  skir* 
mishers,  yet  so  resolutely,  that  it  was  evident  good  fighting 
only  would  send  tlicui  down  a-^a.iii.  Their  light  troops, 
spreading  over  the  face  of  the  Sierra  and  in  some  places 
attaining  the  summit,  were  met  and  held  in  play  by  the 
Ai^lo-Sicilian  troops  with  changing  fortane  but  where 
the  nudn  oolnnin  came  on  the  27ih  Beglment  there  was  a 
terrible  crash  of  battle,  and  preeeded  by  a  sdnprnlar  en- 
counter. For  an  abrupt  declination  of  grounci  luiviug 
eiiiiUetl  the  French  to  halt  and  re-form  for  the  decisive 
assault,  out  of  hre,  yet  close  to  that  regiment  which  was  by 
order  lying  down  in  ezpeetetion  of  the  chazge,  a  grenadier 
officer,  rising  alone  to  the  upper  gronnd,  challenged  Waldron 
the  captain  of  the  27th  Grenadiers  to  single  combat  The 
latter,  an  agile  Irishman  of  boiling  courage,  leaped  forward 
to  the  duel,  and  the  hostile  lines  though  ready  to  charge 
awaited  the  result  The  champions'  swords  dashed  and 
glittered  in  the  son,  but  Wahhran  deft  his  advenary's  head 
in  twain  and  the  27th  springing  up  with  a  deafening  shout 
charged  and  sent  the  French,  mangre  their  numbers  and 
courage,  down  the  mountain  hide,  covering  it  with  their 
dead  and  wounded.  It  was  a  glorious  exploit,  erroneously 
attributed  in  the  d^patch  to  Colonel  Adam,  having  been 
Qonduoted  entirely  by  the  colcnel  of  the  regiment,  Heeres. 

Bucliet  seeing  his  principal  colnnm  thus  broken  and 

X  2 


Digitized  Dy  Uoogle 


308  CASTALLA,  APRIL,  1813.  [Boos  z. 

li;i\  iiig  tlie  worst  of  the  fight  in  other  parts,  made  two 
secondary  attacks  Avith  his  reserve  to  cover  a  rally,  yet 
fiuled  in  hoth  and  his  army  was  thus  separated  in  three 
parts  without  oonnection ;  far  the  column  beaten  by  Eeeres 
was  in  great  confb8io&  at  the  foot  of  the  siezray  the  ex* 
ploring  column  was  on  the  left,  and  the  eayalry  beyond  tlie 
baranco,  the  only  passage  across  it  being  commanded  by 
the  allies.  A  viirorous  sally  from  Castalla,  and  a  general 
advance,  would  therefore  have  compelled  the  French  in- 
fuxtry  to  fall  bade  upon  Biar  in  confusion  before  the 
cavalry  could  come  to  their  assistance.  The  victory  would 
thus  have  been  completed,  but  Murniy,  who  had  remained 
during  the  whole  action  behind  Castalla,  first  gave  Suchet 
time  to  rally  and  retire  in  order  towards  the  pass  of  Biar, 
and  then  gradually  passing  out  Clinton's  and  Hoche  s  divi- 
sions by  the  right  of  the  town  with  a  tedious  pedantic 
movement^  changed  his  own  firont,  keeping  his  1^  at  the 
foot  of  the  heights,  and  extending  his  right,  covered  hy 
the  cavalry,  towards  another  sierni  ealled  Onil :  General 
Mackenzie  however,  nuA'ing  out  by  the  left  of  Castalla 
with  four  battalions  and  eight  guns^  followed  the  enemy 
without  orders. 

Suchet  had  by  this  time  plunged  into  the  pass  with  his 
infitntiy  cavalry  and  tumbrils  in  one  mass,  leaving  the 
rear-guard  of  three  battalions  and  eight  guns  to  cover  the 
passage ;  these  being  pressed  by  ^laekenzie  and  sharply 
cannonaded,  turned  and  offered  battle,  answering  gun  for 
gun ;  hut  they  were  heavily  crushed  by  the  £nglish  shot, 
the  clatter  of  musketry  commenced,  and  one  well-directed 
vigorous  charge  would  have  overturned  and  driven  them 
in  mass  upon  the  other  troo])s,  then  wedged  in  tlie  narrow 
defile.  Mackenzie  was  willing,  but  his  advance  had  been 
directed  by  the  quartermaster-general  Donkin,  not  by  Mur- 
ray, and  he  was  now  compelled  by  the  latter,  despite  of  ail 
remonstrances  and  the  indignibt  cries  of  the  troops,  to 
retreat !  8uchet,  thus  relieved  from  nun  by  his  adversary, 
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immediately  occupied  a  position  across  the  (icfile,  havini^ 
lugiiaokB  on  the  ridges  above ;  and  though  Murray  hnally 
sent  some  light  companies  to  attack  his  left  he  retained 
hiB  position  until  night 

^Hiis  battle^  in  which  the  aUies  had  abont  seventeen 
thousand  men  of  all  arms  and  the  French  about  fifteen 
thousand,  Suchet  says,  was  brought  on  against  his  wish  by 
the  impetuosity  of  iiis  light  troops,  and  that  he  lost  only 
eight  hundred  men.  His  statement  is  confirmed  by  Vacani 
the  Italian  historian ;  bat  Mmraj  affirmed  that  it  was  a 
pitched  battle,  and  that  the  Fiendli  lost  above  three  then- 
sand  men.  In  favour  of  Snchet's  version  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  neitiu  r  the  place,  nor  the  time,  nor  the  mode 
of  attack  was  answerable  to  his  talents  and  exp<.  rii  iice  in 
war,  if  he  had  leally  intended  a  pitched  battle  ;  and 
though  the  fight  was  strong  at  the  piindipld  pointy  it  was 
scarcely  possible  to  have  bo  many  as  tfaxee  thoosand  killed 
and  wounded.  Tet  eight  hundred  seems  too  few,  because 
the  loss  of  the  victorious  troops,  with  all  advantages  of 
ground,  was  more  than  six  hundred.  This  however  is 
certain ;  if  Suchet  lost  three  thousand  men,  which  would 
have  been  at  least  a  fourth  of  his  infiuitiy,  he  must  have 
been  so  disabled,  that  what  with  the  narrow  defile  of  Biar 
in  the  rear,  and  the  distance  of  his  cavalry  in  the  plaini  to 
htiVL  escaped  at  all  was  extremely  discreditable  to  Muiiay'd 
generalship. 

SHOLISH  SIBQB  OF  TABAGOHl. 

It  has  been  shown  that  Lord  Wellington  pat  every  armed 
body  of  the  Peninsnla  in  movement  against  the  French 

when  he  commenced  the  march  to  Vittoria  ;  and  nnder  his 
combinations  tlie  Duke  Delparque  should  have  joined  Elio 
him  Andalusia  before  the  battle  of  Castalla,  which  would 
have  raised  the  allied  forces  there  to  fifty  thousand  men, 
including  the  irr^^ulais.  Delparqne  with  the  osoal  Spanish 
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procFtiritination  delayed  his  arriyal  until  the  end  of  May, 
and  then  Murray  had  to  execute  his  ])art  of  the  folloss 
pko,  sketditd  by  Wellin^on  to  hamper  bucket  aad  pre- 
Tent  him  from  moving  to  the  king's  aanrtanoa  Tiw 
Spaniaids,  nrnneEOOB  bat  imwieldy^  were  to  oppose  thai 
mareltal  in  front  on  the  Xnoar^  while  Mnmj  with  the 
Anglo-Sicilians  was  tu  embark  and  sail  for  the  sic^e  uf 
TaTasrnna  in  liia  rear  :  if  he  detached  men  to  mise  the 
aiege  the  Spaniards  were  to  advance,  and  Munay  Wds  to 
Yetum  and  aid  them  to  keep  the  eonntrj  thus  gained :  if 
Snehet  came  baok  to  leoorer  his  gronnd  this  opentian  ww 
to  be  repeated. 

On  the  31st  of  May  Murray,  in  pursuance  of  this 
arrangement,  sailed  with  fifteen  thousand  men  under  arm^, 
his  British  and  Germans  being  about  eight  thousand,  his 
cavaliy  seven  hnndied.  His  b«tt«ttng^train  was  complete 
and  powerfol,  the  materials  for  gabions  and  faaomes  pie- 
vionsly  oolleoted  at  Ivica,  and  the  naval  part  under 
Admiral  Ilallowel  strong  in  ships  of  the  line,  frigates, 
bomb-vesisek,  gun-boats  and  transports.  There  was  how- 
ever no  cordiality  between  General  Clinton,  the  second  in 
command|  and  Momj ;  nor  between  the  latter  and  his 
qnartermaster-genefBl  Donkin ;  nor  between  Donkin  and 
the  admiral :  subordinate  officers  also,  adopting  false  no- 
tions, some  from  vanity  some  from  hearhity,  added  to  the 
uneasy  state  of  the  leaders,  and  tiiere  was  mudi  tale- 
bearing. I^either  admiral  nor  general  were  yery  sangoine 
as  to  success,  and  in  no  qnarter  a  dear  comprehension  of 
Lord  Wellington's  ably  devised  plan. 

When  the  fleet  passed  Valencia  with  a  fair  wind  Siichet 
knew  the  expedition  aimed  at  Catalonia,  and  ])repared  to 
aid  that  principality  ;  but  he  could  not  maroh  beibre  the  7th 
of  June,  and  Murray's  armament,  having  very  favonrahle 
weather,  anchored  on  the  evening  of  the  2nd  in  the  Bay  of 
Taragona,  whence  five  shipe  of  war  were  sent  with  two 
battalions  of  infantry  and  some  gung,  under  Colonel  Prcvot 
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to  attack  San  Fclip])c  de  Balagucr.  This  fort,  only  gar- 
risoned by  a  hundred  men  and  but  sixty  icct  square,  was 
on  a  steep  isolated  loek  in  the  goi^ge  of  a  pass,  blocking 
the  only  oanuge-mij  from  Torton  to  Tangona.  The 
mountains  oii  eitiior  hand  oomnumded  it,  yet  were  neariy 
inaooesnble  themeelTeSy  and  great  hbonr  was  required  to 
form  the  batteries. 

Prevot,  landing  the  3rd,  was  joined  by  a  Spanish  brigade, 
and  in  concert  with  the  navy  plaoed  two  aix-ponnders  on 
the  heights  sooth  of  the  pass,  from  whence  at  aeren  hnn* 
died  yaacda'  distance  they  threw  shn^el-sheUs.  Next  day 
two  twelve-ponnders  and  a  howitzer,  brought  to  the  same 
])oiiit  by  the  sailors,  opened  also,  and  at  night  the  seamen 
with  extraordinary  exertions  dragged  up  five  twenty-four 
pounders  and  their  stores.  The  troops  then  constrncted 
their  batteiieB  with  great  labonr,  for  ti^e  earth  was  carried 
np  from  below,  and  everything  else,  even  water,  hnn^ 
from  the  ships,  the  landing-place  being  more  than  a  mile 
and  a  lialf  off ;  wherefore,  time  being  vahiablc.  favourable 
terms  wore  oiered  to  the  garrison.  They  were  refused  and 
the  fire  continued,  yet  with  sli^^  micoess,  one  battery 
was  relinqnished,  and  a  violent  storm  retarded  the  constmo* 
tion  of  the  others. 

Colonel  Prevot  liad  early  warned  Murray  that  liis 
mean.s  wcie  insulhciont,  and  a  second  Spanish  l)ri£fade  was 
now  sent  to  liim ;  but,  so  severe  was  the  labour,  the  breach- 
ing batteries  were  still  ineomplete  on  the  6th,  and  out  of 
three  gons  movmted  one  was  disabled.  Meanwhile  Snchet, 
who  was  making  forced  marches  to  Toitoza,  ordeared  the 
governor  of  that  place  to  succoiu*  San  Felippe,  and  lie 
would  certainly  have  raised  the  siefre.  if  Captain  Peyton  of 
the  Thames  frigate  had  not  brought  up  two  eight-inch 
mortars,  with  which  on  the  7th  he  exploded  a  small  maga- 
zine, whereupon  the  garrison  surrendered.  The  besi^gere 
then  ocenpied  the  place,  and  meanwhile  Murray  had  com* 
menced  the  siege  of  Taragona. 
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Bertoletti,  an  Italian,  oommanded  in  the  place  and  was 

supposed  to  be  disaiTected,  yet  he  proved  himself  a  loyal 
and  energetic  officer.  His  g-iurison.  sixteen  hundred  stronjr, 
five  hundred  being  privateer  seamen  aad  Franco-Spaniards, 
served  him  veil,  and  when  Murray  oocnpied  the  Olivo  and 
Loretto  heists  the  fint  day,  and  the  town  was  bombaided 
in  the  night  by  the  navy,  tiie  fire  was  returned  so  sharply 
that  tlie  tiotilla  suffered  most  Two  batteries  were  then 
r>])(  iii  d  the  (>th,  hut  were  found  too  distant,  and  a  third  was 
commenced  six  hundred  yards  from  Fort  Royal.  The 
8th  a  practicable  breach  was  made  in  that  outworic,  yet 
the  assanlt  was  defemd,  and  some  {aeoes  fomored  to  ^y 
£rom  the-Oliyo ;  wheienpon  the  besieged,  finding  the  fire 
fikcken,  repaired  the  breach  at  Fort  Royal  and  increased 
the  defences.  The  sub^sequeut  proceediiigs  cannot  be  un- 
derstood without  reference  to  the  relative  positions  of  the 
French  and  allied  aimies. 

Taxagona  was  sitnated  on  one  of  a  clnster  of  rocks  ter^ 
minating  a  range  descending  to  the  sea,  bat,  with  the  ex- 
ce}»tion  of  that  range,  surroumled  by  an  open  country 
called  the  Campo  de  TanKjuna^  itself  environi»d  by  very 
rugged  mountains,  through  which  several  roads  descend 
into  the  plain. 

Westward  there  were  only  two  cairiage-ways  fiom  Tortoza. 
One  direct,  by  the  Col  de  Balaguer  to  Taiagona ;  the  other 
circuitous,  leading  by  Mora,  Falcet,  Momblaiu  li  und  Reus. 
The  capture  of  San  Felippe  blocked  the  first,  the  sccoTid 
was  in  bad  order,  and  at  best  only  available  ibr  small 
mountain-guns. 

Northwwd  there  was  a  cairiage-way  leading  from 
Lerida^  which  united  with  that  from  Faket  at  MomblandL 

Eastward  was  tlic  royal  causeway  from  Barcelona,  run- 
ning through  Villa  Franca  and  Torredembarra,  and  after 
passing  Villa  Franca  sending  two  branches  to  the  right^ 
one  through  the  Col  de  Cristin%  the  other  through  Col  de 
Leibra. 
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Between  these  wions  loads  the  moimtaiiui  were  too 

nigged  to  permit  ( r  jss  communications,  and  troops  coming 
from  different  sides  could  oiily  unite  in  tlie  Campo  de 
Taragona ;  where  Murray,  who  had  fifteen  thoiisaiid  fighting 
men,  and  Copons,  who  had  six  thousand  xegolaiB  and  the 
iir^gidw  divifden  of  Manso,  ooohi  present  twentj-fiTa 
thensand  eombatants. 

Copons  indeed  told  Murray,  that  his  troops  could  only 
ficrht  in  position,  and  he  would  not  join  iu  any  operation 
to  endanger  his  retreat  into  the  mountains  ;  but  his  force, 
the  best  in  Spain,  was  now  at  Bens  and  the  Col  de  Bala- 
gner,  readj  to  harass  and  oppose  any  Freneh  eorps  which 
shoold  attempt  to  descend  into  the  Campo.  Mniiay  oould 
also  calcnlate  npon  seven  or  eight  hnndred  seamen  and 
marines  to  aid  liim  in  the  siege,  or  in  a  battle  near  the 
shore,  and  he  expected  three  thousand  fresh  troops  from 
Sicily.  Sir  Edward  PcUew,  commanding  the  great  Medi- 
tenanean  fleet,  promised  to  distract  the  French  by  a  descent 
eastward  of  Banelona^  and  finally,  a  general  rising  of  the 
Somatenes  might  have  been  effected :  those  moontuneers 
were  indeed  all  at  his  disposal,  to  procure  intelli<ren<  e,  to 
give  timely  notice  of  the  French  marches  and  impede 
them  by  breaking  up  the  roads. 

The  French  power  was  greater  but  more  scattered.  On 
the  west  Sachet,  coming  with  nine  thousand  men  from 
Valencia,  was  to  be  reinforced  by  Pannetier's  brigade  and 
some  troops  from  Tortoza,  up  to  eleven  or  twelve  thou«md 
men  with  artillery  ;  but  the  fall  of  San  Felippe  de  Balaguer 
barred  his  only  carriage-way,  and  the  road  by  ^lora  and 
Momblanch,  which  remained  open,  was  long  and  bad.  On 
the  eastern  aide  Manrice  Mathiea  could  bring  seven  thou- 
sand men  with  artillery  from  Barcelona;  Decaen  could 
move  from  the  Ampurdam  with  an  equal  number,  and  hence 
twenty-five  thousand  men  iu  aii  might  finally  bear  upon  the 
allied  army. 

But  buchet  had  more  than  a  hundred  and  sixty  miles  to 
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march,  and  Maurice  Mat^iea  was  to  collect  his  forces  from 
various  ])laces,  and  march  seventy  miles  after  Murray  liad 
disembarked  ;  nor  could  he  stir  at  all  until  Tamgona  waa 
totnally  besieged,  lest  the  allies  should  nembvk  and 
sitadc  Bwoekiia.   Decaoi  had  in  like  manner  to  look  to 
the  aeonrity  of  tbe  Ampurdam,  and  was  one  hnndred  and 
thirty  miles  distant.    Wherefore  the  English  general  could  " 
calculate  upon  ten  days'  clt^ar  operations  after  investment, 
before  even  the  heads  oi  thv  cmmy  s  columns  could  issue 
from  the  hills  bordering  the  Campo ;  and  it  waa  poflrible 
that  Suohet  might  eDdflaivour  to  cripple  the  SpaiiiaidB  in 
hia  front  at  Valenoia  befoie  he  manshed  to  tiie  aueeoiir  of 
Tanwrona.    Eastward,  and  westward  also,  the  royal  cau^^c- 
way  was  in  ])hices  exposed  to  the  lii*e  of  the  naval  squad- 
ion,  and  though  the  first  siege  of  Tamgona  had 
that  an  army  ooold  not  be  stopped  by  this  fire,  yet  it  was 
an  impediment  not  to  be  left  ont  of  the  oaloiilation.  Thoa, 
a  central  pontion.  possearion  of  the  enemy's  point  of 
junction,  the  initial  ihumdh nt,  the  trood-will  of  the  people, 
and  tlie  aid  of  powerful  flank  diversions  belonged  to  Mur- 
lay :  superior  numbers  and  better  soldiers  to  the  French, 
flinee  the  aUiea,  heave  and  formidable  to  fight  in  a  poaitMn, 
were  not  well  oonstitated  for  general  operationflL 

Tar.iirona,  if  the  resonroM  Inr  an  internal  defence  be 
disregarded,  was  a  wtak  place.  A  simple  revetment  three 
feet  and  a  half  thick,  without  ditch  or  counterscarp, 
covered  it  on  the  west ;  the  two  outworks  of  Fort  Boyal 
and  San  Carios,  alight  obataoles  at  beat,  were  not  aimed  or 
even  repaired  tmtii  aflter  the  inTeatment,  and  the  gairiaoiiy 
too  weak  for  the  extent  of  rampart,  was  oppressed  with 
lahonr.  Here  then,  time  beinp:  precious  to  both  sides, 
ordinary  rules  should  have  been  set  &iide  for  daring 
operations,  and  Muiray's  troops  were  brave.  They  had 
been  acting  together  for  neaiiy  a  year,  and  after  the  fight 
at  Castalla  became  so  eager,  that  an  Italian  regiment, 
which  at  Alicant  was  ready  to  go  over  bodily  to  the 
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enemy,  now  ydimteered  to  lead  the  assault  on  Fort  Eoyal. 
This  confidence  was  not  shared  by  their  jrcneral.  Up  to 
the  8th  his  proceedings  were  ill-judged,  aud  hi&  after 
operation  disgraceful  to  the  British  anny. 

FalflB  xeportB  bad  made  Suchet  reach  Toxtcna  on  ths 
5ih,  aad  put  two  thoosaDd  Fienchmeii  in  motion  from 
Lerida;  whcfcfupon  Murray  avowed  alarm  and  r^et  at 
having  left  Alicant ;  yet  he  constmctcd  heavy  counter- 
batteries  near  the  Oiivo,  sent  a  detachment  to  Vails  on  the 
Lerida  road,  and  placed  ISfanso  on  that  of  Barcelona. 

On  tin  dth  the  emigBsries  said  the  French  wm  coming 
from  the  east  and  from  tiie  west,  and  would,  when  united, 
exceed  twenty  thousand:  Murray  then  sought  an  inter- 
view with  the  admiral,  and  declared  his  intention  to  raise 
the  siege.  His  views  changed  indeed  during  the  conter- 
eoce,  hat  he  was  discontented,  and  the  two  commanders 
were  endently  at  yBrianoe^  for  HaUowel  would  not  join  in 
a'smnmons  to  the  governor  and  again  hombarded  the 
place. 

On  the  10th  spies  in  Barcelona  crave  notice  that  ten 
thousand  French  with  fourteen  guns  would  inarch  from 
that  city  next  day,  whereupon  Gopons  joined  Manso ;  but 
Mumy  landed  serenil  mortan,  aimed  the  batteries  at 
the  oiivo,  and  on  the  11th  opened  their  fire  in  concert 
with  tlie  ships  of  \\  ia\  Trofessinc!:  also  a  desire  to  light  the 
column  coming  from  Barcelona,  he  sent  the  cavalry  under 
Lord  Frederick  B^tinck  to  Altafalla,  and  while  pre- 
4^ding  to  seek  a  position  of  battle  to  the  eastward  left 
ordere  to  storm  the  outworks  that  ni^t^  yet  letnmed 
before  the  hour  appointed,  extremdy  difltorbed  by  intelli- 
gence tliat  Maurice  Mathicu  was  at  Villa  Franca  with 
eight  thousand  comhutants,  and  Suchet  closing  on  the  Col 
de  Balaguer.  His  infirmity  of  mind  was  now  ai»}»arent» 
At  eight  o'clock  he  repeated  the  order  to  aaeMwlt^  and  the 
storming  party  was  awaiting  the  signal,  when  a  counter- 
mand arrived:  the  siege  was  then  to  be  nised  and  the 
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guns  removed  immediately  from  the  Olivo.  Tb  i  m- 
mandant  of  artillery  reraonstrate<l.  and  the  ^neral  jn-jmised 
to  hold  the  batteries  until  next  niglit ;  but  meanwhile  the 
detachment  at  Vails  and  the  cavaliy  were  called  in,  withoat 
any  notioe  to  Copone  thoogb  he  depended  on  their 

Bupport 

All  the  artillery  stores  and  the  heavy  *^mu  of  the  bat- 
teries on  the  low  ground,  were  removed  to  the  beach  for 
embarkation  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  and  at  twelve 
o'clock  Lord  Frederick  Bentinok  airived  with  the  cavaliy : 
it  is  said  he  was  ordered  to  shoot  his  hones,  bat  refused  to 
obey  and  moved  towards  the  Col  de  Bakgoer.  The  de« 
tachiiRnt  from  Vails  arrived  next,  the  infantry  marched 
to  Cape  Salou  to  embark,  the  horsemen  foiiowed  Lord 
Frederick,  and  were  themselves  followed  by  fourteen  pieces 
of  artillery ;  yet  each  body  moTod  independently,  and  all 
was  confiised,  incoherent,  afflicting,  and  dishononrable. 

When  the  seamen  were  embarking  the  gun^,  orders  were 
sent  to  abandon  that  business  and  collect  boats  for  the 
reception  of  troops,  the  enemy  being  supposed  close  at 
hand  ;  and  notwithstanding  Murray's  previous  promise  to 
hold  the  Olivo  he  now  directed  the  artillery  officer  to  spike 
the  guns  and  bum  the  carnages.  Then  loud  murmnis 
arose,  army  and  navy  were  alike  indignant,  and  so  excited, 
it  is  said  personal  insult  was  offered  to  the  general  Three 
staff-ofiicerB  repaired  in  a  body  to  his  quarters  to  offer 
plans  and  opinions,  and  the  admiral,  who  did  not  object  to 
raising  the  siege  but  to  the  manner  of  doing  it,  would  not 
suffer  the  seamen  to  discontinue  the  embarkation  of  artil* 
lery ;  he  uri^^d  an  attack  upon  the  column  coming  firom 
Barcelona,  and  opposed  the  order  to  spike  the  iruns  at  the 
Olivo,  offering  to  be  responsible  for  carryiDg  ail  dear  off 
during  the  night 

Mnnay  again  wavered.   Denying  he  had  ordered 
battering-pieces  to  be  spiked,  he  sent  counter-orders,  and 
directed  a  part  of  Clinton  s  troops  to  advauce  towards  the 
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Oky9k  riyer ;  yet  a  £bw  luran  afterwards  he  peremptorily 
renewed  the  order  to  deetroj  the  gims.  Eyen  this  un- 
happy action  was  not  performed  without  confusion.  Gene- 
ral Clinton,  forgetful  of  his  own  arrangemeuta,  with  an 
obsolete  courtesy  took  off  his  hat  to  salute  an  enemy's 
batteiy  which  had  fired  upon  him;  fixigettiiig  that  this 
action  from  that  partieular  spot  was  the  oonyentional 
signal  for  the  artillery  to  spike  the  guns,  and  they  were 
thus  spiked  prematurely.  All  the  troops  were  embarked 
in  the  night  of  tlie  12th,  and  many  stores  and  horses  on 
the  1 3th,  without  inteiruption  hom  the  enemy  ;  but  nme* 
teen  batterin^pieoes,  whose  caniages  had  been  bnmty 
were,  in  yiew  of  the  fleet  and  army,  earned  in  trinmph  wiih 
all  the  platforms,  fascines,  gabions,  and  small  anmranition 
into  the  fortress  !  Murray,  seemingly  unaffected  by  this 
misfortune,  shippi  1  hinl^;elf  on  the  evening  of  the  12th 
and  took  his  usual  repose  in  bed  ! 

During  these  prooeedings,  the  French,  nnable  to  sor* 
moont  the  obstacles  opposed  to  their  junction,  unable  eyen 
to  commnnieate  by  their  emissaries,  were  despairing  of  the 
safety  of  Taragona.  Suchet  did  not  reach  Tortoza  before 
the  lOth.  hut  a  detachment  from  the  gan-ison,  had  on  the 
8th  attempted  to  succour  San  Felippe,  and  nearly  captured 
the  nayal  Captain  Adam,  Colonel  Prevot,  and  other  officers 
who  were  examining  the  conntiy.  On  the  other  side  Maa-> 
rice  Mathieo,  reaching  Villa  Franca  the  10th,  announcing 
that  Decaen  was  close  behind  with  a  powerful  force,  drove 
Copons  from  Arbos  the  11th,  and  sent  his  scouting  parties 
into  Vcndrills,  as  if  he  was  resolved  singly  to  attack  Murray. 
8ir  £dward  Pellew  had  however  landed  his  marines  at 
Bosas,  which  anested  Decaen's  march  ^  and  Maurice  Ma* 
thieu,  alanned  at  the  cessation  of  Are  about  Taragona, 
knowing  nothing  of  Suehet's  movements  and  too  weak  to 
fight  the  allies  alone,  fell  back  in  the  night  of  the  12th  to 
the  Llobregat. 

Sachet's  operations  to  the  westward  were  even  less  ded** 
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isivc.  HiB  advanced  guard  under  Panettier  reached  Perillo 
the  10th,  and  the  11th,  hearing  notliinc,'  from  liis  spies,  he 
oaused  Panettier  to  pass  by  his  left  over  the  mountains  to 
Bome  heights  ienmnatiiig  abraptly  on  the  Campo ;  there  on 
iSbe  12th  he  ma  but  tirenty-five  miles  fiom  Tangona,  and 
m  patiol,  deseending  into  the  plains,  meeting  Lord  Fiede* 
rick  Bcntinck's  troopers  reported  that  Murray's  whole  army 
wari  at  hand  :  wlierefore  he  would  not  enter  the  Campo, 
hut  at  night  kindled  large  ^es  to  encourage  the  garrison. 
These  signals  were  nnofaser?ed,  the  coontzy  people  had  dis* 
i^iearedy  no  inleUigenoe  could  he  pioennd,  and  Bnchet 
eonld  not  follow  bim  with  a  laxge  force  in  these  wild  hills, 
where  there  was  no  water.  Thus  on  both  sides  of  Taragoiia 
the  succouring  armies  were  quite  baffled  at  the  moment 
chosen  by  Munay  for  HigliL 

6nchet  now  receired  alarming  intelligenee  from  Valencm, 
yet  still  anxions  for  Taisgona^  pushed  towaxds  Felippe  de 
Balagtter  on  the  14tli,  thinking  to  find  F^wfot's  dinrion 
alone ;  but  the  head  of  his  column  was  suddenly  cannon- 
aded by  the  Tliames  frigate,  and  he  found  the  British  lieet 
anchored  oSl  San  FeUppe  and  disembarking  troops.  Mur- 
lay's  opentaons  were  indeed  as  ifr^gnlar  as  those  of  a  par- 
tisan, jet  without  partiaan  vigour.  He  had  heard  in  the 
night  of  the  12th  of  Panettier's  nMveh,  and  to  protect  the 
cavalry  and  guns  un  lrr  Lord  i  rcJtriLk,  sent  ^lackenzie's 
division  by  sea  to  Balauuer  on  the  13th,  following  with 
the  whole  army  on  the  14th.  Mackenzie  drove  back  the 
French  posts  at  both  sides  of  the  pasB»  the  emhaikatton  of 
the  cftTalry  and  artillery  then  eommeneed,  and  Buehet,  still 
uncertain  If  Ikngona  had  ftUen^  aianhed  to  faring  off 
Panettier. 

At  this  moment  Murray  heard  that  Maurice  Mathieu*3 
colnmD,  which  he  always  erroneously  supposed  to  be  under 
Becaen,  had  retired  to  the  Lk)bregat,  that  Copons  was 
agam  at  Beus,  and  Taiagona  had  not  been  leinfinced^ 
Elated  by  this  infonnathm,  he  revolved  various  projects  in 
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liis  m'mdf  at  one  time  thinkin!]^  to  fell  upon  Sucliet,  at 
fuiotheT  to  cut  off  Panettier;  now  resolviikg  to  marcli  upon 
CambiiUa,  and  even  io  mmoM  Tangona  again  by  land; 
tlieai  he  was  for  Bending  a  detachment  hy  sea  to  snqnise 
the  latter,  yet  finally  diaemfaarked  the  anny  on  the  15tb» 
and  being  ignorant  of  Suchet's  last  movement  decided  to 
strike  at  Panettier.  With  that  oi)jcct,  lie  detached  Mac- 
kenzie by  a  mowed  valley  against  Valdillos,  which  he 
leaohed  on  the  l&th ;  but  Sachet  had  canied  off  Paaettier'g 
brigade,  and  next  day  the  detachment  was  recalled  by 
Mniray,  who  now  only  thooght  of  re-embarinng. 

This  deteruiiiiatioii  was  caused  by  a  fresh  alarm  from 
the  eastward.  Maurice  Mathieu,  hearing*  that  the  siege 
wa8  laifled,  and  the  allies  had  re-landed  at  the  Col  de  Ba- 
Isgaer,  retraoed  hia  steps  and  boldly  entered  Gambrills  the 
17ih,  on  which  day,  Mackenzie  having  retained,  Mumy's 
whole  anny  was  concentrated  in  the  pass.  Snohet  was  then 
behind  Perillo,  and  as  Copuud  vva.>  at  Reus,  by  Murray  s  de- 
sire, to  attack  Maurice  Mathieu,  the  latter  waa  in  danger, 
if  the  English  general  had  been  citable  of  a  vi^corous 
Stroke  On  the  other  hand  Sachet,  too  anxions  for  Valen- 
da,  had  disregarded  Mackenzie's  movement  on  Valdillos, 
and  taught  by  the  disembarkation  of  the  army  at  San  Fe-> 
lippe  that  the  fate  of  Taragona,  for  good  or  evil,  was  decided, 
had  on  the  16th  retired  to  Perillo  and  Ampo^ita,  attentive 
only  to  the  movement  of  the  fleet. 

Meanwhile  Manriee  Mathien  endeavomfed  to  saiprise 
Oopons,  who  was  led  into  this  danger  by  Murray ;  for  having 
desiied-him  to  harass  the  French  geneial's  rear  with  a 
view  to  a  general  attack,  be  changed  liis  plan  withuut 
giving  the  Spaniard  notice.  However  he  escaped,  and  . 
Mnxray  was  free  to  embark  or  remain  at  Col  de  Balagoer. 
He  cflJled  a  eooBcil  of  war,  and  it  wis  concluded  to  re- 
embark  ;  but  at  that  moment  'the  great  Mediterranean 
fleet  appeared  in  the  offing,  and  Admiral  Hallowel,  ob- 
serving a  signal  amiounciDg  Lord  ^V  illiam  Bentmck's 
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arrival,  answered  with  more  promptitnde  than  decorum, 
artf     delighted."    Thus  ended  an  operation  perhaps 
the  most  disgraceful  that  ever  befel  the  British  nnns, 

Munaj'a  nusoondnct  deeply  affectod  LoEid  Wellii^ton's 
operationB.  The  Engliflh  battering  train  being  taken, 
Suchet  liad  iiothing  to  fear  for  Catalonia,  which  was  fiill  of 
fortreases,  and  he  could  therefore  move  hy  Zamfroza  to  dis- 
turb the  siege  of  Fampeluna;  that  measure  wa^  conse- 
quently rdinqoished  for  a  blockade,  and  the  nege  of  8aa 
SeboBtian  was  nndertsken,  which  involved  the  adoption  of 
an  immense  line  of  covering  positions  along  the  Pyrenees 
from  llancesvallcs  to  the  Bidiu^soa,  and  iJong  tlie  left  bank 
of  that  river  to  the  sea.  The  sie^c  itself  was  also  difficult, 
and  rendered  more  so  by  the  culpable  negligence  of  the 
En^ish  naval  administration. 

Passsges,  the  only  port  near  the  scene  of  operations 
suited  for  the  su])j)ly  of  the  army,  bein?  between  the 
coveriii^^  uuJ  bcsico^n^  forces,  the  stores  and  y^-dus  onee 
landed  were  in  dan<rer  from  every  movement  of  the  enemy  ; 
and  no  permanent  magazines  could  therefore  be  established 
nearer  than  Bilbao^  at  which  port  and  at  8t  Ander  and 
Gonina,  the  great  depots  of  the  army  were  fixed;  the 
stores  being  transported  to  them  from  the  estabHshments 
in  Portugal  But  the  French  held  SanLuua,  ^vhcacc  their 
jirivatoers  interrupted  the  communication  along  the  coast 
of  ^pain  ;  American  privateers  did  the  same  between  Lis- 
bon and  Corona ;  and  the  inteioonise  between  Sebastian 
and  the  ports  of  France  was  scarcely  molested  by  the 
English  vessels  of  war,  becanse  Wellington's  urgent  remon* 
Btrances  could  not  procure  a  sufficient  naval  force  on  the 
coast  of  Biscay. 

8IE6B  OF  8AH  SEBASHAK. 

Bnilt  on  a  low  sandy  isthmus,  having  the  haiboor  on 
one  side  the  river  Uromea  on  the  other,  Sebastian  was 
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strong^;  and  behind  it  rose  the  Monte  OrguUo,  a  rntrc^cd 
cone  four  hundred  feet  high,  washed  by  the  ocean  and 
crowned  with  the  small  castle  of  La  ^lota.  This  bill  was 
eat  off  6om  the  town  hj  a  line  of  defensiYe  works  and 
eorered  with  batteries,  but  was  itsdf  commanded,  at  a  dis- 
tance  of  thirteen  hundred  yards,  by  the  Monte  OUa  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Ummea. 

The  land  front  oi  the  to^rn,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  wide  and  stretching  quite  across  the  isthmns',  con- 
sisted of  a  high  curtain  or  rampart,  yery  solid,  with  half 
bastions  at  either  ^d  and  a  lofty  casemated  flat  bastion  or 
cavalier  in  the  centre.  A  reg:ular  bom-work  was  pushed 
out  from  tliis  front,  :inil  six  hundred  yards  beyond  the 
horn-work  the  isthmus  was  closed  by  the  rid<re  of  San 
Bartoiomeo,  at  the  foot  of  which  stood  the  suburb  of  San 
Martin. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  Unimea  were  certain  sandy 
hills  called  the  Ckofreiy  through  which  the  road  from  Pas- 
sages passed  to  a  wooden  bridge  over  the  river,  aiul  tlitnce, 
by  a  suburb  called  Santa  Catalina,  along  the  top  of  a  sea- 
wall which  ibrmed  a  fatme-braie  for  the  horn-work. 

The  flanks  of  the  to?m  were  |Hrotected  by  simple  ram*- 
parts,  washed  on  one  side  by  the  water  of  the  harbour, 
on  the  other  by  the  Ummea,  which  at  high  tide  covered 
four  of  iLu  twenty-seven  feet  comprised  in  its  elevation. 
This  was  the  weak  side  of  the  fortress,  though  protected 
by  the  river,  for  it  had  only  a  single  wall,  which  was  ill- 
flanked  by  two  old  towem  and  a  half-bastion  called  San 
Elmo,  close  under  the  Monte  Oigullo.  There  was  no 
ditch,  no  counterscarp,  no  glacis  ;  tiie  wall  oould  be  seen 
to  its  base  from  the  Chofre  hills,  at  distances  varying  from 
five  hundrud  to  a  thousand  yards  ;  and  when  the  tide  was 
out  the  Unimea  left  a  dry  strand  under  the  rampart  as  far 
as  St  Elmo.  Howeyer  the  guns  from  the  batteries  at 
Monte  Oigullo,  espedally  that  called  the  Miiador,  oould 
lake  this  strand*   Theotiier  flank  of  the  town  was  secured 
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hj  ihe  haibonr,  in  the  moulh  of  which  was  a  moky  ialandy 
called  Sa&ta  Glara,  where  the  French  haii  ealabliahcd  » 

post  of  twenty-five  men. 

Previotis  to  the  battle  of  Vittoria  Sebafitian  was  nearly 
dismantled;  thm  w«fe  no  bomb-proo&,  no  palisades,  no 
oatworks ;  the  wsUs  wm  foal  and  the  place  only  supplied 
with  water  by  an  aqueduct  Joseph's  defeat  restored  its 
importance  as  a  fortress.  General  Bmannel  Bej  entered  it 
the  22nd  of  June,  bringing!:  witLi  hiio  the  convoy  which 
quitted  Vittoria  the  day  bcfurc  the  battle.  The  town  was 
thus  filled  with  emigrant  Spanish  families^  and  the  minas-^ 
teis  and  other  persons  attached  to  the  court ;  the  popular 
'  tion,  oidinarily  eight  tiiotiaand,  was  inoreased  to  sixteen 
thousand,  and  disorder  and  conftuion  ware  predominant 
Rev,  pushed  i>y  necessity,  forced  all  f)ersons  not  residents 
to  march  at  once  to  France  ;  the  people  of  quality  went 
by  sea,  the  others  by  land,  and  fortunately  without  beinjf 
attacked,  for  the  Partidas  would  have  gjiven  them  no 
quarter. 

On  the  27th  Foy  threw  a  reinforcement  into  the  place, 
and  next  day  Mendizabal's  bjumiards  appeared,  wlureupon 
B^y  burned  the  wooden  bridge  and  both  the  suburbs,  and 
commenced  fortifying  the  heights  of  San  Bartolomeo. 

The  29th  the  Spaniards  sli^y  attacked  San  fiarte- 
loBieo,  and  were  repulsed. 

TLiL  Ist  of  July  the  Lrovernor  of  (iuetcria  abandoned  that 
place,  and  his  troops,  three  hundred,  entered  San  Sebastian ; 
at  the  same  time  a  veesel  from  St  Jean  de  Luz  arrived 
with  fifty-six  caniMmiers  and  some  workmen.  The  gar- 
rison was  thus  increased  to  three  thousand  men,  and  all 
persons  not  able  to  provide  snbsistenoe  fbr  thmsdves  were 
ordered  awav  ;  lULau while  ^lendizabal  cut  ofl'  tlie  anueduct. 

On  the  3rd  an  English  frijrate  and  sloop  wiih  bunie 
small  craft  arrived  to  blockade  the  harbour,  but  French 
Tcssds  firom  St  Jean  de  Lnz  oontinned  to  enter  by  night 
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On  the  4th  Rey  sallied  to  obtain  news,  and  alter  some 
hours'  skirmishing  returned  with  prisoners. 

The  6th,  French  yeaBek  with  a  detachment  of  troops  and 
a  ooDfliderable  ocamj  of  prmsicaui  from  Si  Jean  de  Lns 
entered  the  harbour. 

The  7th  Mendizabal  tried,  unsuccessfully,  tu  set  fire  to 
the  convent  of  San  Bartoloraeo. 

The  9th  Graham  arrived  with  British  and  Portuguese 
troops,  and  on  tiie  Idth  the  Spaniards  mardied  away. 

At  this  time  Bolle  mm  at  Vera  and  EchaUar,  in  a 
menadng  position,  bat  Wellin^n  drave  him  thenee  on 
the  15th  and  cstallisli<jd  the  seventh  and  light  divisions 
there,  thus  covering  the  passes  over  the  Pena  de  Haya 
mountain,  by  which  the  siege  might  have  been  interrupted. 

Before  Graham  arrived  the  French  had  constrooted  a 
redombt  on  San  Bartolomeo,  connecimg  it  with  the  coniFent 
of  that  name  wbich  they  also  fortified.  These  ontworka 
were  supported  by  posts  in  the  ruined  houses  of  the  8;in 
Martin  suburb,  and  by  a  circular  redoubt,  fonned  of  casks, 
on  the  main  road,  half-way  between  the  convent  and  horn- 
work.  Hence,  working  along  the  isthmns,  it  was  neoes* 
sary  to  cany  in  soocesBton  three  lines  coTering  the  town, 
and  a  fourth  behind  it,  at  the  foot  of  Monte  Orgullo,  be- 
fore the  castle  of  La  Mota  could  he  assailed,  and  seventy- 
six  pieces  were  mounted  on  the  WiiUs. 

The  besieging  army  consisted  of  the  hfth  division  under 
General  Oswald,  and  the  Portuguese  brigades  of  J.  Wilson 
and  Bradford,  reinforced  by  detachments  from  the  first 
diviflion.  Indnding  the  artillery-men,  some  seamen  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  0  Rcilly  of  tlie  Surveilluntc,  and 
one  hundred  regular  sappers  and  miners,  now  for  t)io  first 
time  used  in  the  sieges  of  the  Peninsula,  nearly  ten  thou- 
sand men  were  emj^yed,  with  forty  pieces  of  artillery. 
The  siege  dep6t  was  at  Passages,  from  whence  to  theChofre 
sand-hills  was  only  one  mile  and  a  half  of  good  road,  and 
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a  pontoon  bridge  was  laid  OTer  the  Ummea  riw  aboTe  the 

Chofres ,  but  from  thence  to  the  height  oi  Bartolomeo  was 
more  than  five  miles  of  very  bad  road. 

Early  in  July  Major  Smith,  the  engineer  of  Tarifa,  pro- 
posed  a  plan  of  siege,  founded  upon  the  facility  fhrnished 
by  the  Cbofire  bills  to  dfistzoy  the  flanks,  lake  tbe  prind- 
pal  front  and  form  a  breach  with  the  same  batteries ;  the 
"works  would  he  observed  be  secured,  except  at  low  water, 
bv  tlio  Urnmea,  and  connter-batteriLs  could  be  constructed 
on  the  left  of  that  river,  to  rake  the  line  in  which  the 
breach  was  to  be  formed.  Agpdnst  the  castle  and  its  out- 
works he  relied  piincipallj  upon  vertical  fire,  instancing 
tbe  reduction  of  Fort  Bonrbon  in  ike  West  Indies  in  proof 
of  its  efficacy.  This  plan  would  probably  have  reduced 
Sebastian  in  a  reasonable  time  mthout  any  reiii:irk:i!)lc  loss 
of  men,  and  Lord  Wellington  approved  of.it  though  he 
erroneously  doubted  the  efficacy  of  the  Tertical  fire.  Ho 
renewed  his  approval  after  examining  ike  works  in  person, 
and  all  his  ordeis  were  in  that  spirit ;  but  neiiber  tbe  plan 
nor  his  orders  were  followed,  and  the  siege  which  should 
have  been  an  ordinary  event  of  war  obtained  a  mournful 
celebrity.  Wellington  has  been  unjustly  charged  with  a 
contempt  for  the  maxims  of  the  great  masters  of  the  art 
iji  bis  desire  to  save  tiqpe :  he  did  not  however  urge  the 
engineer  beyond  the  roles.  T<de  tke  phee  in  ike  guieketi 
vutnnery  but  do  not  from  oter  speed  fail  to  take  it^  was  the 
sense  of  his  instructions.  The  haste  was  with  Graham, 
one  of  England's  best  soldiers,  but  of  a  genius  intuitive 
rather  than  reflective,  which,  joined  to  great  natural 
modesty  and  a  certain  easiness  of  temper,  caused  him  at 
times  to  abandon  bis  own  correct  conceptions  for  less  judi- 
cious counsels  of  men  who  advised  deviations  from  the 
original  plan. 

In  the  night  of  the  10th  two  batteries  were  raised 
against  the  convent  and  redoubt  of  San  Bartolomeo;  and 
in  that  of  the  13th,  four  batteries,  to  contain  twenty  of  the 
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heaviest  guns  and  four  eight-inch  howitzeRi»  were  marked 
<rat  on  the  Cho6e  8aiid-Iiills>  at  distances  TaiyiDg  icam  tax 
hundred  to  thirteen  hnndred  jrards  firom  the  eastern  ram- 
part of  the  town.  No  parallel  of  support  wab  made,  be- 
cause the  river  was  supposed  unfordable,  but  good  trcnclies 
of  coxmuunicationB  and  subsequentlj  regular  approaches 
were  formed.  Two  attacks  were  thus  established.  One  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Ummea  by  the  Portngoese  brigades ; 
one  on  the  left  bank  hj  the  fifth  division ;  yet  most  of  the 
troops  "Nvere  encamped  on  the  right  bank  to  facilitate  a 
junction  with  the  covering  armj  in  the  event  of  a  general 
battle. 

On  the  14th  a  French  sloop  entered  the  harbour  with 
suppUes^  and  the  batteries  of  the  left  attack  opened  against 
San  Bartolomeo,  throwing  hot  shot  into  the  convent.  The 

besieged  responded  with  musketry  from  the  redoubt,  with 
heavy  guns  from  the  town,  and  with  a  field-piece  which 
they  had  mounted  on  the  belfry  of  the  convent  itself. 

The  loth  Colonel  Fletcher  took  command  of  the  en* 
gineeis,  but  Major  Smith  retamed  tiie  direction  of  the 
attack  firom  the  Ohofre  Hills,  and  Wellington's  orders  con* 
tinued  to  pa^s  through  hia  hands.  This  day,  the  convent 
being  set  on  fire  the  musketry  of  the  besieged  silenced 
and  the  defences  damaged,  the  Portuguese  troops  of  the 
fifth  division  felt  the  enemj,  but  were  repulsed  with  loss^ 
the  French  sallied^  and  the  fixing  only  ceased  at  night* 

m, 

A  battery  for  seven  additional  guns  was  now  commenced 
against  Bartolomeo  on  the  right  of  the  Urumea,  and  the 
original  batteries  again  set  hre  to  the  convent,  yet  the 
fiames  were  extinguished  by  the  garrison. 

In  the  night  of  the  16th  Bey  seunded  the  Urumea, 
designing  to  cross  and  storm  the  batteries  on  the  Chofi^ ; 
but  the  lords  discovered  were  bhiftiug,  and  the  difficulty  of 
execution  deterred  him. 

The  17th,  the  convent  being  nearly  in  ruins,  an  assault 
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mi  ordered.    Detaehmente  from  WUson's  Portuguese, 

supported  by  the  light  company  of  the  9th  Briti^^h  regi- 
ment and  three  companietj  of  the  royals,  com]ji)^cd  the 
one  column,  which  under  General  Hay  was  to  storm  the 
ledonbt^  while  ano^ber  colmim  under  Geoexal  Bradford, 
oompofled  of  Fortiigiuae,  supported  by  three  companies  of 
the  9th  British  zedment  under  Colonel  Cameron,  aasailed 
the  convent. 

STORMING  OF  SAN  BAilTOLOMKO. 

At  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  two  six-poimders  opened 
againat  the  redoubt,  and  the  French,  reinforoed  and  oocn* 
pying  the  suburb  of  San  Mardn  in  support,  announced 
iriih  a  sharp  return  of  fire  their  resolution  to  fight  The 

Portuguese  ad\anccd  slowly  at  both  attacks,  and  the 
companies  of  the  9th  passing  through  them  first  fell  upon 
the  enemy.  Cameron's  grenadiers  going  down  the  fiace  of 
the  hill  were  exposed  to  a  heavy  cannonade  from  the  hom- 
work,  yet  soon  gained  the  coyer  of  a  wall  fifty  yards  from 
the  oonvent  and  there  awaited  the  second  signal.  This 
rapid  advance,  which  threatened  to  cut  off  the  ganison 
from  the  suburb,  joined  to  the  fire  of  the  two  six-pounders 
and  some  other  field-pieces  on  the  farther  side  of  the 
Uromea,  caused  the  French  to  abandon  the  redoubt, 
whereupon  Cameron  jumped  over  the  wall  and  assaulted 
both  the  ecmTent  and  the  houses  of  the  suburb.  At  the 
lattii'  a  tierce  struggle  ensued,  and  Captain  Woodman 
was  killed  in  the  upper  room  of  a  house,  after  fighting  his 
way  from  below ;  yet  the  grenadiers  carried  the  couTent 
with  such  ntpidity,  that  the  French  couhi  not  explode 
some  small  mines  and  hastily  joined  the  troops  in  the 
suburb.  There  the  fighting  continued,  Cameron's  force 
was  much  reduced  and  the  affair  was  becoming  doubtful, 
when  the  remainder  of  his  regiment  arrived  and  the 
subm'b  was  with  much  fighting  entirely  won. 

At  the  right  attack  the  company  of  the  9th,  although 
retarded  by  a  ravine,  by  a  thick  hedge,  by  the  slowness  of 
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the  Poriuguesej  and  hy  a  heavy  fire,  entered  the  abandoned 
redoubt  with  little  loss ;  but  the  troops  were  ikm  rashly 
led  agauuit  the  euk  redoubt,  oontnury  to  aidm,  and  were 
beaten  baok  by  the  enemy.  The  low  was  thus  balanoecL 
That  of  the  Fnndi  was  two  hundred  and  forty,  and  the 
companies  of  the  9th  under  Cameron,  alone,  had  Beven 
officers  and  sixty  men  killed  or  wounded.  The  opera- 
tkoi,  although  successful,  was  an  error ;  for  the  aevan-gun 
hatteiy  on  the  liglit  of  the  Unnnea  wae  not  opened, 
wherelbie  die  aaeaidt  was  predptate  or  the  hatteij  was 
not  necessary ;  bat  the  loas  jnatified  the  oonoeptien  of  the 
battery. 

When  the  action  ceased  the  engineers  made  a  lodgment 
in  the  redoubt,  and  oommeneed  two  batteries  to  rake  tiie 
faem-work  and  the  eaatem  nmpart  of  the  piaoe.  Two 
other  hatteiiea  were  ako  conunenoed  on  the  right  bank  of 

the  Urumea. 

The  ISth  the  besieged  threw  up  traverses  on  the  land 
front  to  meet  the  raking  lire  of  the  besiegers;  and  the 
latter  dmrrtrcd  four  pieces  np  the  Monte  Olia  to  plunge 
into  the  jidirador  and  other  wodu  on  the  Monte  Oigollo. 
In  the  night  a  lodgment  was  made  on  the  mina  of  San 
Martin,  the  two  batteries  at  the  right  attack  were  armed, 
and  two  additional  mortars  dragged  up  the  Monte  Olia. 

On  the  19th  all  these  batteries  were  aimed,  and  in  the 
vi^t  the  Frenoh  were  driren  fieom  the  eask  redoubt. 

On  the  20th  ail  the  batteries  opened  tiieir  fiie,  the 
gieateet  part  bdng  directed  to  form  the  braacL 

Smith  s  [A'iiii  wad  similar  to  that  followed  by  Marshal 
Berwick  a  century  before.  He  proi)f>sed  a  lody^ment  on 
the  bom-work  before  the  breach  should  be  assailed ;  but 
he  had  not  then  read  the  description  of  that  siege,  and 
miknowingly  fixed  the  breadiing^point  preciaely  where  the 
fiail  had  been  meet  strmigly  rehnilt  alter  Berwick's  attaek. 
This  was  a  iauU,  yit  a  <ljglit  one,  because  the  wall  did  not 
resist  the  batteries  very  long ;  but  it  was  a  serious  matter 
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that  Gnhan,  at  the  soggestion  of  the  uomimuider  of  the 

artillery,  began  hi.s  opcnitions  by  breaching.  Smith  ob- 
jected to  it  and  Fletcher  acquiesced  very  rehictantly,  on 
the  undcrstauding  that  the  rain  of  the  defences  was  onlj 
pOBtponedy  an  nndentaading  aftenraids  unhappily  far* 
gotten. 

This  firat  attack  was  not  eatiflfiu^torj,  theireather  ptoTod 

bad,  some  pms  mounted  on  ship-carriages  failed,  one 
twenty-fonr-[H.amdcr  \\m  rendered  unserviceable  by  the 
enemy,  another  by  accident,  a  captain  of  engineers  was 
killed,  and  the  shot  had  little  effect  on  the  solid  wall  In 
the  night  however,  the  ship-guns  were  monnted  on  hotter 
oarriages,  and  a  parallel  across  tiie  isthmus  was  projected ; 
Lilt  the  greatest  [mrt  of  the  workmen,  to  avoid  a  tempest, 
sought  shelter  in  the  suburb  of  San  Martin,  and  when  day 
broke  only  one-third  of  the  work  was  performed. 

On  the  21st  the  besiegers  sent  a  sonunons,  but  the 
governor  relosed  to  xeoeiTe  the  letter.  The  firing  was  then 
renewed,  and  thoogh  the  main  wall  resisted  the  parapets 
crumbled  ;  the  batteries  on  Monte  Olia  also  plunged  into 
the  honi-work,  ut  sixteen  hundred  jards'  distance,  with 
Siftoh  ef^Vct,  that  the  besieged,  having  no  bomb-pro'  fs, 
were  forced  to  dig  trenches  to  protect  themsdves.  The 
French  fire,  directed  solely  agsdnst  the  breaching  bat* 
tones,  was  feeble,  but  at  midnight  a  shell  tlirown  from 
the  castle  into  the  bay  gave  the  signal  for  a  sally,  during 
which  French  vessels  with  supplies  entered  the  harbour. 
The  besi^^  now  isolated  the  breach  by  cuts  in  the 
rampart  and  other  defences,  yet  the  besiegers'  parallel 
aoras  the  isthmus  was  completed,  and  in  its  progress  laid 
bare  the  mouth  of  a  drain  four  feet  high  and  three  feet 
wide,  containing  the  pipe  of  the  aqueduct  cut  ofi*  by  the 
Spaniards.  Through  that  dangerous  opening  Lieutenant 
Keid,*  a  ymmg  and  zealous  engineer,  crept  even  to  the 
oounteiscaip  of  the  hQni<-work,  where  he  found  the  passage 

*  Now  Sir  W.  Rod,  goTcraor  of  Malta. 
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closed  and  reiuinciL  Thirty  barrils  uf  powder  were  placed 
in  this  drain,  aiul  eiirht  feet  was  stopped  with  8and-l)ags, 
thus  foimiog  a  globe  of  compression  designed  to  blow,  as 
through  a  tabe,  snoiigh  mbbish  over  the  oonntencarp  to 
fill  the  nanow  ditch  of  the  hom-work. 

On  the  22nd  the  fire  from  the  batteries,  tinezampled 
from  its  rapidity  and  accuracy,  opened  wliat  appeared  a 
practicable  breach  in  the  eastern  flank  wall,  between  two 
towers  called  Los  Homos  and  Las  Mesquitas^  bat  the 
descent  into  the  to>wn  behind  this  breach  was  more  tiian 
twelTe  feet  petpendienlar,  and  the  giirison  were  seen  from 
Monte  Olia  diligently  working  at  the  interior  defenees  to 
receive  the  assault:  they  added  also  another  gun  to  the 
battery  of  St.  Elmo,  just  under  the  Mirador  battery,  to 
ilauk  the  front  attack.  On  the  other  hand  the  besiegers 
had  placed  four  nzfy-eight-pound  canonades  in  batter}^  to 
play  on  the  defences  of  the  breach,  yet  the  fire  was  slack 
because  the  guns  were  now  greatly  enlarge  d  at  the  ventsi 

On  the  23rd,  the  sea  blockade  being  null,  the  French 
Tcsscls  carried  off  the  l)a(]ly-\vuuiidt'd  men.  This  day  also 
the  besiegers,  judging  the  breach  between  the  towers  prac- 
ticable, turned  the  gons^  at  the  suggestion  of  Oswald,  to 
break  the  wall  on  the  right  of  the  main  breacL  Smith 
opposed  this,  urging,  that  no  adTantage  would  be  gained 
by  liiuking  a  second  opening  to  get  at  which  the  troops 
must  first  pass  the  great  breach  ;  time  would  be  thus  lost, 
and  there  was  a  manifest  objection  on  account  of  the  tide 
and  depth  of  water  at  the  new  point  attacked.  His  coun- 
sel was  oveiTiiIed^  and  in  the  course  of  the  day,  the  wall 
being  thin,  the  stroke  heavy  and  quick,  a  second  breach 
thirty  feet  wide  was  rendered  practicable. 

The  ten-inch  mortars  and  sixty- eight-pound  carronades 
were  now  turned  upon  the  great  breach  and  a  stockade 
separating  the  high  cnrtain  from  the  fiank  against  which 
the  attack  was  conducted.  Under  this  fire  the  houses 
near  the  beach  were  soon  in  flames,  which  destroyed  several 
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wherefore  the  assault  was  ordered  for  next  morning.  But 
when  the  tro«>ps  assembled  the  flames  were  still  so  fieroe 
the  attack  was  deferred,  and  the  battexieft  agun  opened. 

During  the  night  the  Tigihnt  gOTOBor  mmmted  two 
fidd^pieoes  on  the  eafilier^  fifteen  leet  above  the  other 
defewoee  tad  ooMiMiding  ^  high  ewrtttn ;  end  he  etill 
hud  on  the  horn- work  a  light  piece,  and  two  cascuiatcd 
gnus  on  the  iiauk  ut  the  cavalier.  Twu  other  field-pieces 
were  moooted  on  an  intrwushment,  oroeaiBg  the  ditch  of 
tiie  Und  fiEmit  hmL  beeriag  on  the  ipproaohes ;  a  twwatj* 
fonr-ponnder  hioked  ftoni  the  tower  of  Lai  Mesqaitas, 
flanking  the  main  breach ;  two  fo«tr*ponideta  were  in  the 
tower  of  Hurnos  ;  two  ht  avy  guns  on  the  iiaiik  of  St. 
Elmo,  and  two  others  on  the  right  of  the  Mirador,  looked 
on  the  breach^  from  within  the  fortified  line  of  Monte 
Oignllo.  Thus  fomieen  pieoea  were  stiU  a?aihiMe  ler 
detaee,  and  the  letiining  eearwall,  or  Jhmm  be- 
tween whieh  and  the  riTer  the  storming  parties  most 
necessarily  advance,  was  covered  with  live  shells  to  roll 
OTer  on  the  columns  below.  Behind  the  burning  houiies 
oUier  edifices  were  loopholed  and  filled  with  mosketeen; 
hot  the  flames  Ibiieed  the  French  to  withdww  their  gina 
until  the  moment  of  attadt,  and  aa  the  Briiiah  art^eiy 
ofiioen  were  confident  that  in  dajl^ht  they  could  silence 
the  enemy's  fire  and  keep  the  parapet  clear  of  men,  Qraham 
renewed  his  (oder  fox  the  asBault 

riBflT  8T0RM  OF  8AK  8BBASTIAV. 

In  the  night  of  the  24th  two  thoneand  men  of  the  fifth 

division  filed  into  the  trenches  on  the  isthmus.  Of  this 
force  a  battalion  of  the  ll  'vals  under  Major  Frazer  wa3 
destined  for  the  great  bjDeach ;  the  3$th  Begiment  under 
Colonel  Greviile,  was  to  aasail  the  lesser  and  moat  distant 
hreaeh ;  the  9th  B^g;naent  nnder  Colenci  GameioDi  was  to 
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support  the  Royals.  A  detachment  selected  from  the  light 
companies  of  all  those  battalions  was  placed  iu  the  centre 
of  the  Boyak,  under  Lieutenant  Campbell*  of  the  9tli 
fiaguDoniy  and  aooompanied  by  tiie  ei^uieer  Machel  with  a 
ladder  party,  being  designed  to  (mep  the  lii^h  curtain 
after  the  breach  should  be  mm. 

From  the  trenches  to  the  points  of  attack  was  three 
hundred  yards,  along  the  space  between  the  hom-work  and 
the  river,  the  way  being  strewed  with  rocks  slippery  fom 
aea-weed,  and  the  tide  had  left  laige  deep  poola  of  water ; 
the  pan^[>et  of  the  hom-WOTk  was  entue,  the  parapets  of 
the  other  works  and  the  two  towers,  closely  flanking  the 
breach,  were  far  from  being  rumed,  and  every  place  was 
thickly  garnished  wifii  musketeers.  The  difficulties  were 
obvious^  and  a  detachment  of  Portugum  was  placed  in  a 
trench  on  the  isthmna,  only  sixty  yards  tnm  the  xampattB 
to  quell,  if  possible,  the  fire  of  Uie  hom-wodc 

It  was  still  dark  when  the  stormers  moved  oat  of  the 
trenches,  and  the  globe  of  compression  in  the  drain  being 
exploded  against  the  horn-work  the  astonished  garrison 
abandoned  the  flanking  parapet ;  the  troops  then  rushed  on- 


■ 

LJL 

■1 

of  the  Ununea  than  from  the  enemy.*  Fraser  and  the 
engineer  Harry  Jones  first  reached  the  breach,  the  enemy 
had  fallen  back  behind  the  ruins  of  the  burning  houses, 
and  those  brave  officeia  rushed  up  expecting  their  troops 
woold  follow ;  but  not  many  followed,  for  it  was  eKtrenwly 
dark,  the  narrow  way  and  the  roeks  had  oontiacted  the 
^nt  and  disordered  the  colnmn,  and  the  sc^diera  came 
straggling  and  out  of  wiiid  to  the  foot  of  the  breach.  The 
foremost  gathered  near  their  gallant  leaders,  but  the  deep 
descent  into  the  town  and  volumes  of  flames  and  smoke 
still  iflsoing  from  the  houses  awed  the  stontest ;  more  than 
two-thirds,  irritated  by  the  destmctiTe  flank  fire,  had 

*  Now  Brigadier- Oeueral  Sir  CoUa  CMDpbeU  in  the  PnigMb. 
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broken  off  at  the  demi-bastion  to 

battle  with  the  enemy  lining  the  rampart  on  their  kft,  and 
the  shells  from  Monte  Oigullo  fell  npidlj.  Tliea  the 
French  at  the  breach,  recorering  confidence,  smote  inth  a 
Bmashing  musketry  torn  the  ruins  and  loopholed  houses 

the  head  of  tlie  column,  while  those  in  the  towers  smote  it 
on  the  flanks  ;  and  from  every  t^uarter  came  showers  of 
grapo  and  hand-grenades  tearing  the  rank^  in  a  dreadful 
manner. 

Fnxer  was  killed  on  the  flambg  ruins,  the  intrepid 
Jones  stood  there  awhile  longer  amidst  a  few  heroic  eoU 

diers,  liopinii:  for  aid,  but  none  came  and  he  and  those  uitli 
him  were  struck  down  ;  the  en^jineer  Machcl  had  iKea 
killed  early,  his  ladder-bearers  fell  or  were  dispersed,  and 
the  rear  of  the  colnmn  had  got  discttdered  before  the  head 
was  beaten.  It  was  in  vain  Greville,  Cameron,  with 
Captain  Arehimbean  and  other  regimental  cfficeni  strove 
to  rally  their  men  and  till  the  breach  ;  in  vain  Campbell, 
breaking  through  the  tumultuous  crowd  with  the  survivors 
of  his  chosen  detachment,  mounted  the  ruins  ;  twice  he 
ascended,  twice  he  was  womided,  and  all  around  him  died. 
Then  the  Royals  endeavoured  to  retire,  bat  got  intermixed 
with  the  S8th  and  some  companies  of  the  9th,  which  were 
Seeking:  to  pass  them  and  get  to  tlie  lesser  breach  ;  and  thus 
swayed  by  different  impulses,  pout  up  between  the  horn- 
work  and  the  river,  the  mass,  reeling  to  and  fro,  could 
neiiher  advance  nor  go  back  until  the  shells  and  musketry^ 
constantly  plied  in  front  and  flank,  thinned  the  concourse 
and  tiie  trenches  were  regained  in  confasion.  At  daylight 
a  truce  was  agreed  to  for  an  hour,  durinsr  which  the  French, 
who  had  removed  J  onty  and  other  wounded  men  from  the 
breach;  carried  off  the  more  distant  sufferers  lest  they 
shoold  be  drowned  by  the  rising  of  the  tide. 

Five  officCT  of  engineers,  inclnding  Sir  Bichord  Fletcher, 
and  forty-four  officers  of  the  line  with  five  hundred  and 
twenty  men,  were  kiiied,  wounded  or  made  prisoners  ia 
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ibis  aasatdt,  ihe  fiulme  of  which  was  signal,  jet  the  causes 

"were  obvious. 

V.  Lord  Wellington  on  the  22nd  had  given  final  direc- 
tions for  the  attack,  finishincr  thus  :  "  JFair  dayliffkt  muH 
be  taken  for  the  onatid."  These  instnictions  and  their 
emphatic  tenninatioii  were  unheeded. 

2°.  Major  Smith  had  ascertained  that  the  ebb  tide 
would  serve  exactly  at  davUrcak  on  the  24th,  but  the 
assault  was  made  the  25  th  and  before  daylight ;  hence  the 
higher  water  contracted  the  ground,  increased  the  obstacles, 
and  forced  the  column,  with  a  narrow  front  and  uneasy 
progress,  to  tricUe  onwards  instead  of  dashing.with  a 
broad  surge  against  the  breach. 

3**.  The  troops  filed  tediously  out  of  long  narrow  trenches 
in  the  night,  and  were  immediately  exposed  to  a  lire  of 
grape  from  their  own  batteries  on  the  Ghofres.  This 
fire  shoold  have  ceased  when  the  globe  of  compression  was 
sprang  in  ihe  drain,  bnt  from  the  darkness  and  noise  that 
explosion  was  neither  seen  nor  heard. 

4*^.  There  was  a  ncdect  of  moral  influence,  followed  by 
its  natural  consequence,  want  of  vigour  in  execution.  No 
general  went  out  of  the  trenches.  Oswald  had  opposed  the  . 
plan  of  attack,  and  bis  opinion,  in  which  other  officers  of 
rank  joined,  was  freely  expressed  out  of  council,  it  was  said 
even  in  the  hearing  of  tiie  troops,  abating  that  liaring 
confidence  which  victory  loves. 

Wellington  repaired  immediatdy  to  St.  Sebastian,  and 
would  have  renewed  the  attack,  bat  there  was  no  ammuni* 
tion,  and  next  day  eztraneons  events  compelled  him  to 
turn  the  si^  into  a  blockade^  The  battering-train  was 
tlien  sent  to  Passages,  and  at  daybreak  the  garrison  siJlied 
and  swept  off  two  hundred  Portuguese  with  thirty  British 
soldiers.  This  terminated  the  first  siege  of  «Sau  Sebastian,, 
in  which  the  allies  lost  thirteen  hundred  men. 
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Tbb  Iwtlie  of  Vittofia  was  fon^t  ihe  21gt  of  Jane,  and 
on  tiie  Ist  of  July  Manhal  Soult,  under  a  decree  iasned  at 
Bieeden,  saoceeded  Joseph  as  tientenant  to  the  emperor. 

The  12th,  travelling  with  Furjirisini?  expedition,  that 
marshal  assumed  command  of  the  French  troops,  now  reor- 
ganiied  in  one  hody  called  the  army  of  Spaing  and  he 
had  secret  orders  to  put  Jos^h  forcibly  aside  if  necessBij^ 
bnt  that  monardi  yolnntarily  retired.* 

Beinforeed  from  the  interior,  Sonlt's  army  was  composed 
of  nine  divisions  of  infantry,  a  reserve  and  two  re«^lar 
divisions  of  cavalry,  besides  light  horsemen  attached  to 
*  the  in£uitry.  Including  garrisons,  and  thirteen  German 
Italian  and  Spanish  battalions  not  belonging  to  the  or- 
ganization, he  had  one  handled  and  fourteen  thousand 
men :  and  as  the  annies  of  Catalonia  and  Aragon  num- 
bered at  the  same  period  above  sixty-six  thousand,  the 
whole  force  still  employed  against  Spain  exceeded  one 
hundred  and  eighty  thonsand  men^  with  twenty  thousand 
horses. 

Soult  was  one  of  the  few  whose  eneigy  rendered  them 

worthy  lieutenants  of  the  emperor,  and  with  singnlar  cea! 
and  ability  he  now  served.  Nominally  he  La  i  niriLty- 
seven  t]\ousand  men  under  arms,  with  eighty-six  pieces  of 
artilleiy ;  but  the  foreign  battalions,  most  of  which  were 
to  return  to  tiieir  own  countries  to  discipline  new  levies^ 

For  this  fact  Marshal  Soolt  ia  mj  authority. 
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oomied  iriih  the  gunmm  of  Pawpdima^  Ban  Sebastian^ 
Santona  and  Bayomie,  amoaiited  to  Berenteai  thoofland. 

The  pennaneiit  armi/  of  Sjmin  fLLrnished  therefore,  only 
seventy-seven  thousand  five  hundred  men  under  arms, 
seven  thousand  being  cavalry,  and  its  conditioa  was  iK>t 
aatiafiictoiy.  The  military  administration  was  disoigan- 
ized,  recent  disasters  bad  daKomagdl  the  soldiers  and 
deterionied  disMfline,  and  the  people  were  fljing  from  the 
frontier. 

To  secure  his  base  and  restore  order  ere  he  retook  the 
offiensiYe  was  Soult's  desire ;  but  X^apoleon's  orders  were 
imperatiye  against  delay  and  he  was  compelled  to  b^g^in, 
thoo^  W^Ungton's  adTBooe  from  Porta^  had  been  so 
lapid  that  the  great  resources  of  the  French  frontier  were 
not  immediately  available,  and  everything  was  reeling  and 
rocking  in  terror  from  the  blow  given  to  the  anny  at 
Vittozia. 

Bajonne,  a  f<»rtre8S  of  no  gnat  strengthy  had  beoi  ei^ 
tirely  n^leoted,  but  the  aiming  and  ptovisionii^  that  and 
other  pUu^es,  the  restoration  of  an  intrenched  camp  ongi* 

nally  traced  by  Vauban  to  cover  Bavonne,  the  enforcement 
of  discipline,  the  removal  of  the  immense  train  oi  Joseph's 
wasteful  court,  a  general  system  for  supplies  established, 
and  jndicioiis  efforts  to  stimniate  the  dvil  anthorities  and 
excite  the  national  spirit,  soon  indicated  tiie  presence  of  a 
great  oommander.  The  soldiers'  confidence  tiien  rerived 
and  some  leading  merchants  of  Bayonne  zealously  seconded 
the  general ;  yet  the  people  were  more  inclined  to  avoid 
burthens  than  to  answer  calls  on  their  patriotism. 

Sonh,  hanng  examined  the  line  of  militaiy  positions  on 
the  14th,  ordered  EeiUe,  who  then  occnpied  the  passes  of 
Vera  and  Bchallar,  to  prepare  pontoons  f)r  throwing  two 
bridges  over  the  Bidassoa  at  Biriatou  ;  but  Wellington,  as 
before  said,  drove  him  from  those  passes  next  day.  He 
however  prepared  his  bridges,  and  by  the  16th,  Soolt  had 
parepared  a  gigantic  offenaiTe  moTemeni 
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His  army  was  divided  into  three  corps  of  battle  and  a 
rawnre.  Ckoiel  with  the  left  was  at  St  Jean  Pied  de 
Port»  aad  in  oommuniGation,  bj  the  Fnnoh  ficontier,  with 
s  divisioii  under  General  Parb  at  Jaca»  belonging  to  Sachet 
yet  under  Soult's  ordefs. 

Bronet,  Count  D'Erlon,  with  the  centre,  occupied  the 
heights  near  Espclctte  and  Ainhoa. 

Eeille  with  the  riirlit  wing;  was  on  the  monntains  over* 
looking  Vera  from  the  aide  of  France. 

The  reierve,  nnder  Vilatte^  gnaided  the  right  bank  of 
the  Bidassoa  from  the  month  to  Iron,  at  which  pkoe  the 
stone  bridj^  was  destroyed.  The  heavy  cnvalr}'  under 
Trielhard  and  the  light  horsemen  under  Pierre  iSouit,  the 
maiahal's  brother^  were  on  the  banks  of  the  ^ive  and  the 
Adonr. 

To  oppose  this  foioe  Wellington  had  in  Navam  and 

Guipuscoa  above  a  hundred  thousand  men.  Of  these  the 
Anglo-Portiijriiese  funiished  fifty  thousand  infantry  and 
seven  thousand  cavalry  ;  the  Spanish  regulaiB  under  Giron, 
Labispal  and  Carlos  d'Espana,  about  twenty-five  thousand 
infiuitij ;  the  rest  were  inegolar,  and  hence  the  troops  in 
line  were,  of  the  allies,  eighty-two  thousand  y  of  the  French 
seventy-eight  thousand. 

The  tlieatre  of  operations  was  quadrilateral,  with  sides 
isom  forty  to  sixty  miles  in  length  and  having;  a  fortress 
at  each  ang^e,  namely,  Bayonne,  St.  Jean  Pied  de  Port, 
St  Sebastian  and  Pampdonay  all  in  possession  of  the 
French.  The  interior,  broken  and  tormented  by  peaked 
hiouiitiuus,  narrow  erac^ay  passes,  deep  watercourses,  dread- 
fill  precipices  and  forests,  appeared  a  wilderness  which  no 
military  combinations  could  embrace.  But  the  great 
Spinal  ridge  of  the  Pyrenees  funished  a  clue  to  the  laby- 
rinth. Running  diagonally  across  the  quadrilatendy  it 
entirely  separated  Bajonne,  St  Jean  Pied  de  Port  and 
San  Sebastian  from  i  anipeluTiii  the  troops  blockadinsf 
the  latter  were  thus  cut  uii  Ixom  those  besieging  k^au 
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SebttstiaD,  the  only  ^rect  eomnnmication  between  them 

bein^iC  a  crreat  road  runniirj:  behind  the  mountains  from 
Toloza,  by  Inirzuu,  to  P:  impel  una. 

A  secondary  range  ot  mountains  on  the  French  side  of 
the  great  spine,  inclosing  the  valley  of  Bastan  and  lining 
that  of  the  Bidaasoa,  foniished  positions  for  the  centre  and 
left  of  the  oovering  annies,  with  interior  but  difficult 
lateral  commnnications. 

The  troops  coverinc;  Pampeluna  were  on  the  Great  Spine 
of  the  Pyrenees.  Behind  them  were  valleys  into  which  the 
passes  across  the  spine  led,  descending  at  the  other  side  in 
parallel  lines,  and  giving  to  each  division  means  for  a 
concentric  retreat  on  Pampdona. 

Wellington  having  his  battering*tniin  and  stores  about 
San  Sebastian,  which  was  nearer  and  more  accessible  to 
the  enemy  than  Pampeluna,  made  ins  army  lean  towards 
that  side ;  his  left  wing,  including  the  army  of  si^e,  was 
twenty-one  thonsand,  with  singularly  strong  positionB  of 
defence ;  and  his  centre,  twenty-foor  thousand  strong,  oonld 
in  two  marches  unite  with  the  lefb  to  cover  the  siege  or  fall 
upon  the  flanks  of  an  enemy  a  1 .  incinq^  by  the  hisrh  road 
of  I  run ;  but  tiixeo  days  or  more  were  re  4  ui  red  by  those 
troops  to  concentrate  for  the  secority  of  the  blockade  of 
Fampelnna  on  the  right 

Sonlt  thought  no  dedaive  result  would  attend  a  direct 
movonent  upon  San  Sebastian,  and  by  his  seaboard  inter- 
course he  knew  tliat  ]'l;Lce  was  not  in  extremity  ;  but  he 
Lad  no  communicati'  ii  with  Pampeluna,  and  feared  its  falL 
Wherefore  he  resolved  nipidly  to  concentrate  on  his  left 
by  means  of  the  great  French  roads  leading  to  St.  Jean 
Pied  de  Port,  covering  his  movement  by  the  NiveUe  and 
Nive  rivers,  and  by  the  positions  of  his  centre ;  thus  he 
hoped  to  gather  on  Weiliugton's  right  quicker  than  that 
geuerul  could  gather  to  oppose  him,  and,  compensating  by 
numbers  the  disadvantage  of  assailing  mountain  positions, 
force  a  way  to  Pampeluna. 
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That  fortress  succoured,  he  designed  to  seize  the  road 
of  Innsan,  and  either  &U  upon  the  Bepamted  divisions  of 
the  centre  in  detail  as  they  descended  from  the  Oreat  8|nne^ 

or  operate  on  the  rear  of  the  troops  besieginir  San  Sebastian^ 
"while  a  corps  of  observation,  left  on  the  Lower  Bidassoay 
menaced  it  in  front  The  si^e  of  kSau  iSeba^itian  and  the 
blockade  of  PampeLima  would  be  thus  raised,  the  French 
amy  be  united  in  an  abundant  oountEji  and  its  communis 
cation  with  Sudiet  secured. 

To  inislLiui  Wellin;;ton  by  vexing  iiis  right  simulta- 
neously With  tlie  constnictioa  of  the  bridges  agiiinst  hiA 
left,  Boult  directed  general  Pahs  to  march  from  Jaooay 
whien  time  suited,  by  the  hi||^  valleys  towards  Sangoessa, 
to  drive  the  partigans  horn  that  lide,  and  join  the  left  of 
the  army  when  it  should  hare  reached  Pampeluna.  Clan- 
zcl  was  directed  to  repair  the  roads  in  his  own  front,  push 
the  heads  of  columns  towards  the  Roncesvalles  pass,  and 
witb  a  strong  detachment  menace  Hill  s  ^auk  by  the 
lateral  panes  of  the  fiastan. 

On  the  20th  Beille'a  troopB  on  the  heights  of  Sane  and 
¥era>  bdn^  eautiouriy  relieved  by  Villatte,  marohed  to- 
wards St.  Jtau  Piud  di'  Port,  which  they  were  to  rcacli 
early  on  the  22nd,  and  on  that  day  the  two  divisions  of 
cavairy  and  pare  of  artillery  were  to  concentrate  at  the 
nme  place.  D'fiilon,  with  the  oentrep  wis  to  hold  his 
politicals  in  fiunt  of  fiiU  while  these  great  movementa 
were  talcing  plaoe. 

Villuttc,  having  lifteou  thuiisand  sabres  and  bayonets, 
remaiiicil  in  observation  on  the  Bidassoa.  If  threatened 
by  superior  forces  he  was  to  retire  upon  the  intrenched 
camp  at  Bayonne^  halting  flnccessively  on  certain  positions. 
If  oidy  a  small  ooipB  crooed  the  river  he  was  to  drive 
it  vigorously  back,  and  if  the  allies  retired  in  conse- 
quence uf  Suult  8  operations  he  was  to  relieve  »San  Sebastian 
and  follow  them  briskly  by  Tolosa, 

Hapidity  was  of  vital  importance  to  the  French  maiahal. 
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but  heavy  ntns  BweUed  ih6  fltieams  and  fomed  the  roads 

in  tlic  deep  country  between  Bayonne  iind  the  moimtidns ; 
the  head-quarters  which  should  have  arrived  at  St.  Jean 
Pied  de  Port  on  the  20th,  were  a  few  miles  short  oi  that 
place  the  2l0t,  and  KeiUe'a  troope  wm  forced  to  go  round 
by  Bajonne  to  ^  caiuewaj.  The  oavaliy  was  aim 
ntaided,  and  the  army,  men  and  hones,  worn  down  bj 
severe  marches.  Two  days  were  thus  lost,  yet  the  lilth 
more  than  sixty  thousand  fighting  men,  including  cavalry, 
national  guards  and  gendarmes,  with  sixty-six  pieces  of 
artilh  ry,  were  a^embled  to  force  the  passes  of  KoncesvalleB 
and  Maya,  the  fonner  in  the  Qieat  Spine,  the  latter  giving 
entiaaoe  to  the  Bastan.  The  main  road  leading  to  Eon- 
cesvalles  was  repaired,  three  hundred  sets  of  bnUocks  were 
provided  to  drag  the  guns,  and  the  nuti  iual  guards  of  the 
frontier  on  the  left,  being  to  assemble  in  the  night  on 
the  heights  of  Yropil,  were  reinforced  with  regular  troops 
to  fex  and  turn  the  light  of  the  aUies  at  the  Ibandiy  of 

•  At  Si  Jean  Pied  de  Port  Sotdt  was  almost  in  contact 

with  tlic  alUes  at  the  passes  of  the  Roncesvalles,  which 
were  also  the  points  of  the  defence  nearest  to  Pampelmia. 
fie  had  thirty  thousand  bayonets,  the  frontier  national 
guards  to  aid,  and  his  artillery  and  cavaliy  were  massed 
behind  his  infantiy ;  for  here  the  great  road  from  St.  Jean 
Pied  de  Port  to  Pampdnna,  the  only  one  fit  for  cannon, 
(jntcifd  the  muiintaiiio :  but  to  understand  his  moveiuents 
a  short  description  of  the  country  is  nece^^aryj  taking  the 
point  of  departure  from  his  camp. 

Before  him  was  the  Val  Carlos,  formed  by  two  descend* 
ing  shoots  from  the  Great  Spine  of  tiie  Pyrenees.  That 
on  his  left  hand  separated  this  valley  from  the  valley  of 
Orbaiceta  ;  that  on  his  right  hand  separated  it  from  several 
conjoint  valleys  known  as  the  Alduidvs  and  Baygorry,  the 
latter  name  being  given  to  the  lower,  the  former  to  the 
npper  parts. 

z  2 
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The  ^i^eat  road  to  Pampelima  led  tip  the  left  hand 

tonoTie  bv  the  remarkable  rocks  of  Chateau  Pi<mon,  near 
Inhere  narrow  l^rancheg  went  off  to  tbe  villaire  of  San  Car- 
los on  the  right,  and  to  the  foundry  of  Orbaiceta  on  the 
left  The  main  line,  after  ascending  to  the  sonunit  of  the 
Oreat  Spine,  tamed  to  the  right  and  run  along  the  crest 
until  it  reached  the  pass  of  Ihaneta,  where  turning  to  ^e 
left  it  led  down  by  the  famous  Roncesvallcs  into  tlic  valley 
of  Tlrros, 

A  lateral  continuation  however  run  along  the  magistral 
crest  beyond  the  Ibaneta  to  another  pass  called  the  Men- 
dichnri,  which  also  led  down  into  the  Val  de  Unos,  and 
from  Mendichuri  there  was  a  way  into  the  Alduides  valley 

through  a  side  pass  called  the  Atalosti. 

On  Soult  s  right  hand  the  Val  Carlos  was  bounded  by 
the  ridge  and  rock  of  Ayrola,  from  the  summit  of  which 
there  was  a  way  directly  to  the  Mendichuiri  and  the 
lateral  pass  of  Atalosti;  and  the  gronnd  between  those 
defiles,  called  the  Lindouz,  was  an  accessible  monntain 
knot,  tying  all  the  valleys  together  and  consequently  com- 
manding them. 

Continuing  along  the  Great  Spine,  after  passing  the 
Atalosti,  there  would  be  on  the  riirht  hand,  descending 
towards  the  French  frontier,  the  Val  de  Ayra»  the  Al- 
dnides  and  the  Bastan.  On  the  left  hand,  descending  to 
Pampeluna,  would  be  the  Val  de  Zubiri  and  the  valky  of 
Lanz,  separated  from  each  other  by  a  lofty  wooded  ran^. 
All  these  valleys  on  each  side  were,  in  their  order,  connected 
by  roads  leading  over  compnmtively  low  portions  of  the 
Oreat  Spine,  called  by  the  French  eoh,  or  necks,  by  the 
Spaniards  jmrrfoa,  or  doors. 

General  Byng  and  ^lorillo,  the  first  having  sixteen  hun- 
dred British  troops,  the  second  four  thousand  Sj)aniards, 
were  in  position  before  Soult  Byng,  reinforced  with  two 
Spanish  battalions,  held  the  rocks  of  Altobiscar,  just  above 
Chateau  Pignon.   On  his  right  a  Spanish  battalion  was 
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posted  at  the  foundry  of  Orbaiceta ;  on  his  left  Morillo's 
remaming  Spaniards  were  near  the  village  of  Val  Carlos, 
on  a  minor  height  called  the  Iroulepe. 

Behind  the  Great  Spine,  in  the  valley  of  Urros,  General 
Cole  held  the  fourth  division  in  support  of  Byng,  but  he 
was  twelve  miles  off,  separated  by  the  Ibaiieta  pass,  and 
ooold  not  come  up  under  four  hours.  General  Campbell^ 
having  a  Portngaese  division  two  thousand  strong,  watched 
the  Aldnides ;  hat  he  was  eight  miles  off,  and  separated  by 
the  lateral  pass  of  AtalostL  General  Picton,  with  the 
third  division,  was  at  Olaj^ic  in  the  valley  of  Lantz,  on 
the  Spanish  side  of  the  Spine  ;  and  both  he  apd  Campbell 
could  at  pleasure  gain  the  valley  of  Zubiii — Picton  by  a 
cross  communication — Campbell  by  the  pass  of  Urtiaga, 
which  was  directly  in  his  rear ;  he  could  also  join  Cole  in 
the  valley  of  Urros  by  the  pass  of  Sahorgain. 

In  this  state  of  affairs  Soiilt  placed  twelve  thousand 
infantry  within  two  miles  of  the  Chateau  Pignon  against 
Byng,  and  directed  the  national  guards  at  Yropil,  rein- 
forc^  with  regolaxs,  to  move  into  the  valley  of  Orbaiceta 
and  torn  the  Spaniards  at  the  foondry*  A  second  column 
four  thousand  strong  was  placed  in  the  Val  Carlos  to  assail 
Mcrillo  at  Iroulepe.  A  third  column  of  sixteen  thousand, 
under  iieilie,  assembled  in  the  night  at  the  loot  of  the 
Ayrola  rock,  with  orders  to  ascend  at  daylight  and  move 
along  the  crest  of  the  ridge  to  seize  the  culminant  Lindonz. 
From  that  point  detachments  were  to  be  pushed  through 
the  passes  of  Ibaneta  Mendichnrri  and  Sahorgain  into  the 
Roncesvalky,  while  others  extended  to  the  riu^ht  as  far  as 
the  pass  of  Urtiaga,  thus  cutting  off  Byng  and  Morillo 
firom  Cole  and  Hamilton. 

COMBAT  OP  RONCESVALLES. 

On  the  23rd  Soult  issued  an  order  of  the  day  remark- 
able for  its  force  and  frankness.    Conscious  of  ability  he 
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ftTOwed  a  feeliiqr  of  big  own  worth ;  but  he  was  too  proud 
to  depfedale  brave  advenariei  on  the  ev6  of  hMe, 

''Lei  tu  noi/'  he'sttd  to  Wb  iddien,  ''dtfhmd  the 
etmny  of  the  praiif  fMek  ft  dm^  io  kim,    Tk$  dikpmUUmt 

of  tJic  pen4»rnl  ham  hem  prompt,  skil/u/,  and  eofmeuHw^ 
the  r  a  lour  and  steadiness  of  his  Uroops  haw  been  praise- 
worthy.' 

On  the  25tili  »fc  dayli^i  he  led  up  agMUt  Ae  toeks  of 
Altobiaear. 

Bjng,  warned  the  evening  before  that  danger  was  near, 
and  jealous  for  the  village  of  Val  Carlos,  had  sent  the  57th 
regiment  down  there,  jet  kept  hie  main  body  in  hand  and 
gave  notioe  to  Cole. 

Sool^  ttnowing  out  a  nndtitnde  of  Bkunudbcfs,  pndied 
forward  his  supporting  colmnni  and  gima  as  fiot  as  the 
steepness  of  the  road  and  difficult  nature  of  the  ground 
would  permit ;  hnt  the  British  fought  strongly,  the  French 
fell  fa»t  among  the  rocks,  and  their  musketry  pealed  in 
Tain  for  hoars  along  that  cloudy  field  of  battle,  five  thon- 
aand  feet  above  tiie  level  of  the  j^ns.  Their  nnmben 
however  eontinnally  mereased  in  inmt,  and  the  national 
guards  from  Yropil,  skirmishing  with  the  Spaniards  ai  tlie 
foundry  of  Orbaiceta,  thn^atenotl  to  turn  the  right.  Val 
Carlos  was  at  the  same  time  menaced  by  the  central  co- 
lomn,  and  Reille  ascending  the  rock  of  Ayrola  tamed 
MonUo's  left 

At  mid-daj  Cole  arrived  in  person  at  Altobisoar,  his 

troops  were  however  distant,  and  the  French,  renewing 
their  attack,  uei^k-cted  tlie  Val  Carlos  to  gather  more 
thickly  against  Byng.  He  resisted  their  efforts,  but  Eeiile 
made  progress  along  the  sommit  of  the  Ayrola  ridge, 
Morillo  back  towards  Ibatieta^  and  the  French  were 
nearer  that  pass  than  Byng,  when  Ross's  brigade  of  Cole's 
division,  coming  up  the  Mendichuri  pass,  appeared  on 
the  Lindouz,  at  the  instant  when  the  head  of  Reille's 
column  was  closing  on  the  Atalosti  to  cut  the  communica- 
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tion  with  Campbell.  This  last-named  ofEccr  liad  been 
earij  molested,  according  to  Soult's  pUm,  by  the  frontier 
goaids  of  the  Val  d6  Bajgonj,  yet  he  aeon  deteoted  the 
^int  »nd  moved  by  his  right  towuds  Atalosti  whiD  he 
heaid  the  firing  on  that  side.  The  VaFd'Ayra  sefianted 
liiui  from  the  rid^e  of  Ayrola  along  which  Eeille  was  ad- 
yancing,  yet,  noting  tliat  general's  strength  and  fseeing 
Boss's  brigade  labouring  up  the  steep  ridge  of  Mendiohuriy 
he  judged  its  commander  to  be  ignorant  of  what  was  going 
<m  aboTB,  and  sending  Cole  notioe  of  tiie  enemy's  prox- 
imity and  gtrengih,  offered  to  pass  the  Atalosti  and  join 
battle,  if  he  could  be  furnished  afterwartU  with  provisions 
and  transport  for  his  sick. 

But  before  this  message  reached  Cole,  a  wing  of  the 
20th  Eegiment  and  a  company  of  Bnmswickers,  fonning 
the  head  of  Boss's  colnmn^  had  gsaned  the  Lindoiu,  irhere 
snddenly  they  enconnteied  Beille's  advanced  goaml  The 
moment  was  critical,  and  Koss,  an  eajrer  hardy  soldier, 
called  aloud  to  charge,  whereupon  Caittain  Tovey  of  the 
20th  ran  forward  with  a  company,  and  full  against  the 
6th  French  Light  Infgmtiy  dashed  with  the  bayonet 
Brave  men  fell  by  that  weapon  on  both  sides,  but  numben 
prevailed  and  Tovey's  soldiers  were  eventually  poshed  baok. 
Ross  however  gained  his  object,  the  remainder  of  his  brigade 
had  time  to  come  np  and  the  pass  of  Atalosti  Wds  secnred : 
yet  with  a  loss  of  one  hundred  and  forty  men  of  the  20th 
Begiment  and  forty-one  of  the  Branswickm. 

Previous  to  this  vigorous  action,  Cole,  seeing  the  French 
in  the  Yal  Carlos  and  the  Orbaiceta  valley  on  both  flanks 
of  Byng,  whose  front  was  not  the  less  pressed,  had  rein- 
forced the  Spaniards  at  the  foundry,  but  nuw  recalled  his 
men  to  defend  the  Lindouz  ;  and  learning  from  Campbell 
how  strong  ReiUe  was,  caused  Byng,  with  a  view  to  a  final 
retreat,  to  relinqnish  Altobiscar  and  approach  Ibaneta* 
This  movement  uncovered  the  road  leading  down  to  the 
fonndry  of  Oxbaioetai  yet  it  concentrated  all  the  troops ; 
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«ad  Campbdly  although  he  codd  not  c&ier  the  line,  Cole 

being  unable  to  meet  his  demands,  made  such  skilful  dis- 
positions as  to  impress  Eeille  with  a  notion  that  Li^  nam- 
bers  were  considerable. 

During  these  operations  the  skirmishing  nerer  ceased ; 
but  a  thick  fog  coming  np  the  valley  stopped  a  general 
attack  which  Sonlt  was  preparing,  and  when  night  fell 
Cole  still  held  the  Great  Spine,  having  lost  three  hundred 
and  eighty  men  killed  and  wounded.  His  right  was  how- 
ever turned  by  Orbaiceta,  he  had  only  eleven  thousand 
bayonets  to  oppose  thirty  thousand,  and  his  line  of  le- 
treat,  five  miles  down  hill  and  flanked  by  the  landonz,  was 
trnfaYonrable  ;  wherefore  in  the  night  he  sDently  threaded 
the  p.vscs  and  gained  the  valley  of  I'rros.  His  rear-guarii 
foiluwcJ  in  the  morning  :  Campbell  went  off  by  Urtiaga 
into  the  Zubiri  valley,  and  the  Spanish  battalion  retreated 
from  the  foundry  by  a  goat  path.  The  great  chain  was 
ihns  abandoned,  yet  the  result  of  the  day's  operation  was 
unsatisfactoiy  to  Soult  He  had  lost  four  handled  men, 
he  had  nui  gained  ten  miles,  and  was  still  twenty-two 
miles  from  Pampehina,  w  ith  stroma:  positions  in  the  way, 
where  increasing  numbers  of  intrepid  enemies  were  to  be 
expected. 

His  combinations  had  been  thwarted  by  fortcme,  and  by 
errors  of  execution  which  the  most  experienced  freneraJs 

know  to  be  inevitable.  Thus  fortune  sent  the  fu-  at  the 
moment  he  was  tlirusting  forward  his  heaviest  masses,  and 
Acillc  failed  in  execution.  He  was  to  have  gained  the 
LindouK  with  all  speed,  but  previous  to  aacendbg  the 
sock  of  Ayrola  lost  time,  reorganizing  two  newly  arriTed 
conscript  battalions  and  serving  out  provisions:  the 
two  hours  t litis  employed  would  have  sufficed  to  seize  the 
Lindouz  l)ef  re  Ross  got  through  the  pass  of  Mendiehuri. 
The  fog  would  still  have  stopped  the  spread  of  his  column 
to  the  extent  designed  by  Soult ;  yet  fifteen  or  sixteen 
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thousand  men  would  have  been  placed  on  the  flank  and 
rear  of  Byng  and  Morillo. 

On  tlie  26th  Soult  pat  his  left  idng  on  Cole's  tnok, 
bat  ordered  BeiUe  to  follow  the  crest  of  the  moantains 
and  saze  the  passes  from  the  Bastan  in  HilFs  rear  while 
B'Erlon  pressed  him  in  front.  Hill  would  thus,  Soult 
hoped,  he  crn«hcd  or  thrown  off  from  Pampeluna,  and 
B'Erlon  could  thus  reach  the  valley  of  Zuhiri  with  his 
left,  while  his  right  descending  the  valley  of  Lanz  would 
hinder  Ficton  from  joining  Cole.  A  ret^t  by  those 
generals,  on  separate  lines,  would  then  be  inevitable^  and 
the  French  army  tuuld  issue  in  a  compact  order  of  battle 
from  the  mouths  of  the  two  valleys  against  Pampeluna. 

• 

COMBAT  OF  UNZOAIH. 

All  the  columns  were  in  movement  at  daybreak,  but 
every  hour  brought  its  obstade.   The  fog  still  hung  heavy 

on  the  mountain-tops.  Reille's  guides  being  bewildered 
refused  to  lead  the  troops  along  the  crests,  ami  at  ten 
o'clock,  having  no  other  resource,  he  marched  down  the 
Mendichnri  pass  and  fell  into  the  rear  of  Soult's  column, 
the  head  of  which,  though  retarded  also  by  the  fog  and 
rough  ground,  bad  overtaken  Cole's  rear-guard.  The  leading 
infantry  struck  hotly  upon  some  British  light  companies 
nndcr  Colonel  Wilson,  while  a  .squadron,  passing  their 
flank,  fell  on  the  rear;  but  Wilson,  facino;  about,  di'ove  them 
off,  and  thus  fighting  Cole  reached  the  heights  of  Linzoan. 
There  Ficton  met  him  with  intelligence  that  Campbell  had 
reached  Eugui  in  the  Yal  de  Zubiri,  and  the  third  division^ 
having  crossed  the  woody  ridge,  was  also  in  that  valley. 
The  junction  uf  all  was  thus  secured,  the  loss  of  the  day 
was  less  than  two  hunclre<1,  and  neither  woumled  men  nor 
baggage  had  been  left  behind ;  but  at  four  o'clock  the  French 
seiased  some  heights  which  endangered  Cole  s  position,  and 


Digitized 


3M  rrUNBBS,  JULY,  IBIS.  [Booszt* 

he  again  fell  back  a  mile,  ofiering  battle  at  a  puerto  in 
tlie  ridge  separating  the  Tnlley  of  Urroa  iam  that  of 
Znbiri ;  Sat  the  ftfmar,  though  dBBcemding  on  a  ptiaUel 
line,  did  not  open  on  Pampehma.  Boxing  iUfl  sktrmitb 
CampbeU,  coining  from  Eugui,  showed  his  Portuguese  on 
the  ridge  above  the  French  right  flank ;  he  was  however 
distant,  Pkton's  troops  were  still  further  off,  and  there 
was  light  for  an  action  if  Sonlt  had  pressed  one;  haif 
dietorbed  with  inteUigence  leoeiTed  fiom  D'&kiiy  and 
doabtfnl  what  Campbell's  troops  might  be,  he  put  the 
attack  until  next  morning,  and  ate  daik  the  junction  of 
all  the  allies  was  effected. 

This  delay  was  an  error.  Cole  was  alone  for  five  houis, 
and  ^ftery  action,  bj  augmenting  the  wounded  men  and 
creating  oonfosioni  wonld  hare  augmented  the  diffioalties 
of  a  retreat,  for  troops,  fatigued  with  inceiBsant  fighting 
and  marching  dnrin<^  two  dajB  and  a  night.  Moreover 
Reille's  failure  fruiii  the  fog,  liud  reduced  the  primary 
combinations  to  D'Erlon's  co-operation,  and  reports  now 
brought  the  mortifying  conviction  that  he  also  had  gone 
wrong:  by  rongh  fitting  only  conid  Sonlt  therefore  attain 
his  r^  j<^  ct,  and  it  is  said  his' manner  diseovered  a  secret 
anticipation  of  failure :  yet  his  temper  was  too  stedfast  to 
yield,  for  he  gave  orders  to  advance  next  day  and  renewed 
his  instructions  to  D'i^rlon,  whose  operations  must  now  be 
noticed. 

That  general,  who  had  eighteen  thousand  4ghting  men, 
placed  two  divisions  on  tiie  morning  of  the  25th  near  tlie 

passes  of  Maya,  having  previously  caused  the  national 
jjnards  of  Val  J^^ayc^orry  to  make  demonstrations  towards 
till'  lateral  passes  of  Arriette,  Yspeguy  and  Lorietta  on 
IliUs  right.  Oeneral  William  Stewart,  commanding  a 
division,  and  still  the  same  daring  but  improdent  man  he 
had  shown  himself  at  Albnera,  was  deoeiTed  by  these 
feints,  and  looked  to  that  qnarter  which  was  guarded  by 
*Sylviera's  Portuguese  more  than  to  his  own  front  His 
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division,  consisting  of  two  British  brigades,  was  conse- 
quently neither  posted  as  it  should  be,  nor  otherwise  pre- 
pared for  an  attack.  His  ground  was  strong,  but  however 
rugged  a  position  may  be,  if  it  is  too  extensive  and  the 
troops  are  not  disposed  with  judgment,  the  inequalities 
constituting  its  strength  become  advantageous  to  an 
assailant. 

There  were  three  passes  over  the  Col  de  Maya  to  defend. 
Aretesque  on  the  right,  Lessessa  in  the  centre,  Maya  on 
the  left ;  and  from  these  entrances  two  roads  led  into  the 
Bastan  in  parallel  directions  ;  one  down  the  valley  through 
the  town  of  Maya,  the  other  along  the  Atchiola  moun- 
tain. General  Pringle's  brigade  guarded  the  Aretesque, 
Colonel  Cameron's  brigade  the  Maya  and  Lessessa  passes. 
The  Col  itself  was  broad  on  the  summit,  three  miles  long, 
and  on  each  flank  lofty  rocks  and  ridges  rose  one  above 
another  ;  those  on  the  right  blending  with  the  Goramendi 
mountains,  those  on  the  left  with  the  Atchiola  mountain, 
near  the  summit  of  which  the  82nd  Regiment  belonging 
to  the  seventh  division  was  posted. 

Cameron,  encamped  on  the  left,  had  a  clear  view  of 
troops  coming  from  Urdax,  one  of  D'Erlon's  camps  ;  but  at 
Aretesque  a  great  round  hill,  one  mile  in  front,  masked 
the  movements  of  an  enemy  coming  from  Espelette,  the 
other  French  camp.  This  hill  was  not  occupied  at  night, 
nor  in  the  daytime  save  by  some  Portuguese  cavalry 
>'idettes,  and  the  nearest  guard  was  an  infantry  picket  of 
eighty  men  posted  on  the  French  slope  of  the  Col.  Behind 
this  picket  there  was  no  immediate  support,  but  four  light 
companies  were  encamped  one  mile  down  the  reverse  slope, 
which  was  more  rugged  and  difficult  of  access  than  that 
towards  the  enemy.  The  rest  of  Pringlc's  brigade  was 
disposed  at  distances  of  two  and  three  miles  in  the  rear, 
and  the  signal  for  occupying  the  position  was  to  be  the 
fire  of  four  Portuguese  guns  from  the  rocks  above  the 
Maya  pass.    Thus  of  six  British  regiments^furnidhing 
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more  than  tliree  thousand  lightino;  men,  half  uiJy  were  in 
line,  and  chictiy  massed  on  the  left  of  a  position,  \\\<\c, 
open^  and  of  an  easy  ascent  from  the  Aretesqiie  .side. 
Stewart  also,  quite  deodved  aa  to  the  leal  atate  of  affiurs^ 
waa  at  Eliaondo,  aerend  miles  off»  vhen  at  midday  D'Erloik 
commence  the  battle. 

COMBAT  OF  MAYA. 

From  the  Areteaqnc  pa^ s  a  glimpse  had  heen  obtained  at 
dawn  of  cavalry  and  infantry  in  movement  along  the  hills 
in  front,  and  soon  afterwards  aome  peasants  annomiced 
the  approach  of  the  French.  At  nine  o'clock  a  staff  officer, 
patrolling  round  the  oreat  hill  in  front,  discovered  sufficient 
to  make  him  order  up  the  light  companies  from  the  reverse 
slope  to  support  the  picket,  and  they  formed  on  the  ridge 
wiUi  their  left  at  the  rock  of  Areteaqne,  joat  aa  d'Aimag- 
nac'a  division,  coming  from  Espelette,  monnted  the  great 
hill  in  front ;  Abba's  division  followed,  and  Maransin  with 
a  third  division  advanced  from  Ainhoa  and  Urdax  against 
the  Maya  pass,  seeking  also  to  turn  it  by  a  narrow  way 
leading  up  the  Atchiola  mountain. 

D'Armagnac  instantly  forced  the  picket  back  with  great 
loss  upon  the  light  companies,  who  sostained  his  assault 
with  infinite  difficulty  ;  the  alarm  guns  were  then  heard 
from  the  Maya  pass,  and  Pringle  liastcned  to  the  front ; 
but  his  battalions,  moving  huniedly  irom  different  camps, 
came  up  irregularly.  The  d4th  arrived  first  at  a  running 
pace,  yet  by  companies  not  in  mass,  and  breathless  from 
the  length  and  ruggodness  of  the  ascent ;  the  89th  and 
iiSth  followed,  but  not  immediately  nor  together  ;  and 
nicanwliilo  P'Armacrnac,  closely  svi|.]»»rted  by  ALbe,  with 
domineering  numbers  and  valour  combined,  maugre  the 
desperate  fighting  of  the  light  companies  and  the  34th, 
established  his  columns  on  the  broad  ridge  of  the  position. 
Colonel  Cameron  sent  the  50th  from  the  left  to  the 
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HBsbtaiice  of  the  ovennaiclied  troops,  and  tiiat  fierce  and 

fonnidable  old  regiment  charging  the  head  of  an  advancing 
column  drove  it  clear  out  of  the  pass  of  Lcsses^a  in  the 
centre.  Bat  the  French  were  many,  and  checked  at  one 
point  they  assembled  with  increased  force  at  another ;  nor 
eonld  Piingle  restore  the  battle  irith  the  39th  and  28th 
regiments,  which,  cnt  off  from  the  others,  were,  though  figlit- 
ing  strongly,  forced  back  to  a  second  and  lower  ridge  crossing 
the  main  road  into  the  Bastun.  They  were  followed  ])y 
D'Armagnac,  while  Abbe  pushed  the  50th  and  34tU 
towards  the  Atchiola  road  to  the  left,  upon  Cameron's 
brigade.  That  officer,  still  holding  the  pass  of  Maya  with 
the  left  wings  of  the  7l8t  and  92nd  regiments,  now  brought 
their  right  wings  and  the  Portuguese  guns  into  action : 
but  so  dreadful  was  the  slaughter,  especially  of  the  f)2nd, 
that  the  enemy  was,  it  is  said,  actually  stopped  for  a  time 
by  the  heaped  mass  of  dead  and  dying ;  and  then  the  left 
wing  of  that  noble  regiment,  coming  down  from  the  higher 
ground,  was  forced  to  smite  wonnded  friends  and  exulting 
foes  alike,  as  mingled  together  they  stood  or  crawled  before 
its  fire.* 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  when  Stewart  reached  the  field 
by  the  mountain  road  of  Atchiola.  The  passes  of  Lessessa 
and  Aretesque  were  lost ;  that  of  Maya  was  still  held  bj 
the  left  wing  of  the  Tlst,  but  Stewart,  seeing  Maransin's 

men  gathered  thickly  on  one  side  and  Abb^'^'s  men  on  the 
other,  abaiiduiied  it  for  a  new  position  ou  the  first  rocky 
ridue  covering  the  road  over  the  Atchiola.  He  called  down 
the  82nd  from  the  highest  part  of  that  mountain,  sent 
messengers  to  demand  further  aid  from  the  seventh  division, 
and  meanwhile,  though  wounded,  made  a  strenuous  re- 
sistance, for  he  was  a  very  gallant  man.  During  this 
retrograde  movement,  Maransin  suddenly  thrust  the  head 

*  lo  nj  orii^iud  work,  misled  bj  filie  informatton,  I  nid  die  toldien 
of  the  92Qd  were  ell  Iriah :  but  tlieir  colonel,  McDoneld,  aftenrarde  gave 
me  imfhi^ible  proof,  by  a  liet  of  nainci,  tbat  fhej  were  Sootchnea. 
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of  hiB  division  aerm  ilie  fironi  of  the  Brituh  line  and  con* 
nested  luB  left  with  Abb^  throwing  as  he  passed  a 

destructive  fire  into  the  wasted  remnant  of  the  92nd, 
which  even  then  gave  way  but  sullenly,  and  still  fought 
though  two  -thiids  had  fallen  :  however,  one  after  the  other^ 
all  the  r^gunonti  were  fi)md  b«ok,  the  PortagQeee  gons 
were  taken  and  the  position  lost 

Abb^  now  followed  D'Arraagnac  on  the  road  to  the 
town  of  Maya,  leannjj  Manuisin  to  deal  with  Stewart's 
new  position,  and  notwithstauding  its  extreme  strength 
the  French  gained  ground  nntil  aiz  o'olook;  for  the  Bri- 
tish, shmnk  in  nmnbeniy  wanted  ammonition,  and  a  port 
of  the  82nd  defended  the  rocks  on  whieh  they  were  posted 
with  stones.  In  this  desperate  condition  Stewart  was 
upon  the  point  of  abandoning  the  mountain  entirely,  when 
Barnes'  brigade  of  the  seventh  division,  arriving  from  Ech- 
allar,  charged  and  droie  the  Frencli  back  to  the  Maya 
ri4ge*  Stewart  was  then  master  of  the  Atchiola,  and 
D'£rlon  thinking  greater  leinforoements  had  oome  np^ 
recalled  his  other  divisions  fh)m  the  Maya  road  and  re- 
united his  whole  corps  on  the  Col.  lie  had  lost  fifteen 
hundred  meu  and  a  general,  but  he  took  fionr  guns,  and 
fourteen  hundred  British  soldieiB  and  one  gmefal  were 
killed  or  wonnded. 

Such  was  the  oonuneneeoient  of  Sonlt's  opemtionB  to 
lOBtore  the  fortunes  of  France.  Three  considerable  actions 
fought  on  the  same  da)  Lad  (  tndud  in  his  favour.  At 
St.  Sebastian  the  allies'  assault  was  repulsed  ;  at  Bonoes- 
Yalles  they  abandoned  the  passes;  at  Maya  they  were 
defeated — yet  the  deoisiTe  bh)w  was  yet  to  be  stniok. 

Lord  Wellington  heard  of  the  fight  at  Maya  on  his  way 
back  from  St.  Sebastian  after  the  as.^:mh,  wuk  the  fake 
adilition  that  D'Erlon  was  beaten.  As  early  as  the  22nd 
he  hud  known  that  ^ult  was  preparing  a  great  ofieosive 
moTement;  yet  the  impassive  attitude  of  the  French 
oentrsy  the  disposition  of  their  reserve,  twioe  as  strong  an 
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he  at  first  siL|i]  »osid,  together  with  the  bridges  prepared  by 
Beille,  were  calculated  to  mialead  and  did  mislead  hinu 
Soult'g  oombinatioBS  to  bring  his  centre  fisallj  into  line 
on  tlie  enet  of  tho  gnat  chain  were  impenetiaUie;  and  the 
English  genenl  oonld  not  beliere  hk  adyereary  would 
throw  himself  uith  only  thirty  thousand  men  into  the 
valley  of  the  Ebro,  unless  sure  of  aid  fium  Buchet  But 
that  general's  moyements  indicated  a  detenoination  to 
vemain  in  Catalonia,  and  WeUingtoUy  in  contnet  to  Soult» 
knew  that  Pampelnna  waa  not  in  extremity  and  thought, 
the  ananlt  not  having  been  made,  that  San  Sebastian 
was.  Hence  the  operations  against  his  right,  their  full 
extent  not  known,  appeared  a  feint,  and  he  judged  the 
real  effort  would  be  to  raise  the  akge  of  San  Sebastian. 
But  in  the  night  of  the  25th  correct  intelligence  of  the 
Maya  and  Boncemlles  tSbm  anived.  Qiaham  was  then 
ordered  to  torn  the  siege  into  a  blockade,  to  embark  the 
guns  and  stores,  and  hold  Ids  spare  troops  ready  to  join 
Girou  on  a  position  of  battle  marked  u\it  near  the  Bidassoa, 
Cotton  wa^  directed  to  move  the  cavalry  up  to  Pampeluna, 
and  Abispal  was  instructed  to  have  some  of  hia  Spanish 
troofs  in  hand  to  act  in  advance  of  that  tetress.  Mean- 
while Wellington,  having  arranged  his  lines  of 
dence,  proceeded  to  San  E^stevan,  which  he  reached  early 
in  the  morning. 

While  the  onbarkation  of  the  guns  and  stores  was  going 
on  it  was  essential  to  hold  the  posts  at  Veia  and  Sdiallar, 
heoanse  D'Eilon's  object  wae  not  pronounced;  and  an 
enemy  in  poesesmon  those  places  could  appvoaeh  San 
Sebastian  by  the  roads  k-^ding  uvcr  tlic  Piiui  de  Ilaya,  or 
by  the  defiles  of  Zubietta  leading  round  that  juountain. 
But  when  Wellington  reached  Irueta,  saw  the  reduced 
state  of  Stewart  B  division,  and  knew  Picton  had  marched 
fiom  Olagae^  he  directed  all  the  troops  within  his  power 
npon  Pampduna,  and  to  prevent  mistakes  indicated  the 
valley  of  Lanz  aa  the  general  line  ui  nioYemcnt.    Of  Pic- 
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ion's  exact  podtioD^  or  of  bis  inteiitioii%  nothing  positiTe 
was  known;  but  SQppoang  liim  to  liaTO  joined  Cole  at 

Linzoain,  as  indeed  he  had,  Wellington  judged  their  com- 
bined forces  euflicient  to  check  the  enemy  until  assistance 
could  reach  them  from  the  centre,  or  from  Pampeluna,  and 
he  so  advised  Picton  on  the  evening  of  the  26th.* 

Following  these  oiden  the  seventh  division  marched  in 
the  night  of  the  26tb,  the  sixth  division  the  next  morning, 
and  Hill  in  the  following  night.  Meanwhile  the  light 
division  quitting  Vera  reached  the  summit  of  the  Santa 
Cruz  mountain,  and  there  halted  to  cover  the  defik  s  of 
Zubietta  nntii  Longa's  Spaniards  should  take  post  to  block 
the  roads  leading  over  the  Pena  de  Haya.  That  effected 
it  was  to  thread  the  passes  and  descend  npon  the  great 
road  of  Irurzun,  thus  securing  Grahams  communication 
vith  the  army  round  FanipciuDa. 

These  movements  spread  fear  and  coninsion  far  and 
wide.  All  the  narrow  valleys  and  roads  were  crowded 
vrith  baggage,  commissariat  stores,  artillery  and  fogitive 
families ;  reports  of  the  most  alarming  nature  were  as  usual 
rife;  each  diviiiion,  ignorant  of  what  had  really  happened 
to  the  other,  dreaded  that  some  of  the  numerous  misfor- 
tunes related  might  be  true;  none  knew  what  to  expect  or 
where  they  were  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  one  univeraal 
hubbub  filled  the  wild  regions  through  which  the  French 
army  was  working  its  fiery  path  towards  Pamptluiia. 

P'Erlon's  inactivity  gave  great  uneasiness  to  Soidi,  who 
repeated  his  original  orders  to  push  forward  by  his  left 
whatever  might  be  the  force  opposed ;  thus  stimulated  he 
advanced  to  Elizondo  the  27th ;  yet  again  halted  there^ 
and  it  was  not  until  the  morning  of  the  2Sth,  when  Hill's 
retreat  had  opened  the  way,  iliuL  he  followed  through  the 
pass  of  Vellate.    His  further  progress  belongs  to  other 

*  AlIdieMooi^cetnresaiidpiooeediiigtaregiTenon  thed^ 
•athority. 
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oomlniuitioiis  arising  from  Sonlt's  direct  opentioiuiy  wliich 

sliiill  now  be  coutmued. 

Picton  assuming  command  of  all  the  troops,  seventeen 
thousand,  in  the  valley  of  Zubiri  on  the  evening  of  tke 
26th,  refareatod  before  dawn  the  27th,  without  hope  or 
intention  of  oorering  Pampelnna.  Soolt  followed  in  two 
oolninna  down  boih  banks  of  the  Gay  river,  the  cayaby 
and  artillery  closing  the  rear ;  each  side  m  oved  in  compact 
order,  the  narrow  valley  was  overgorgcd  with  troops,  and  a 
bicker  of  musketry  alone  marked  the  separation  of  the 
hostile  forces.  Meanwhile  the  garrison  of  Fampelana 
made  a  sally,  and '  the  Count  of  Abispal  in  great  idann 
spiked  some  of  his  guns,  destroyed  his  magarines,  and 
V.  juM  haTO  suffered  a  disaster,  if  Carlos  D'Espana  had  not 
foi  tunutely  arrived  from  the  Ebro  with  his  division  and 
ch(  rked  the  garrison.  Imminent  was  the  crisis  however, 
f<Nr  Cole,  first  emei]^g  firom  the  Znbiri  vaUey,  had  passed 
yil1alba»  three  miles  from  Pampelana,  in  retreat;  Picton, 
following  close,  was  at  Huarte,  and  Abispal's  Spaniards 
were  in  confusion:  in  fine  Soult  was  all  but  successful, 
w  hen  Picton,  feciing  the  importance  of  the  crisis,  suddenly 
tamed  on  some  steep  ridges  which  stretched  across  the 
months  of  the  Znbiri  and  Lans  Talleys,  screening  Pam- 
pelona. 

Posting  the  third  division  on  the  right  he  prolonged  his 
left  with  Morillo's  Spaniards,  called  upon  Abispal  to 
support  lum,  and  directed  Cole  to  occupy  some  heights  a 
little  in  advance.  That  general  had  however  noted  a  nlient 
hill  one  mile  further  on,  and  commanding  the  great  road, 
where  two  Spanish  re^ments  of  the  blockading  troops  were 
still  posted,  aud  towards  theiu  Jiu  dirccicd  his  course. 
Suidt  liad  also  marked  this  hill,  and  a  French  detachment 
waa  in  full  career  to  seize  it,  when  the  Spaniards,  seeing 
the  British  so  dose,  vindicated  thdr  ground  by  a  sadden 
chatge.  This  was  for  Soolt  the  stroke  of  fate.  His  double 
cdnmns,  just  then  em^ng  exultant  fiom  the  nanow 

2  A 
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vtHejj  stopped  at  the  nglit  df  ten  tiMniA  moi  onywiiiii^ 

the  summit  of  the  mountain  in  opposition,  while  two  milea 
farther  buck  m  1  Picton  with  a  greater  number,  for 
Ahaqial  had  now  taken  post  on  Mobila'a  left.  To  ad- 
wice  by  the  gresl  load  was  then  impiMbk^  and  to 
0laiid8tiliwaidftii|;«ni8;  fbr^  Fteaikmmj,  coxtawted 
to  »  wftOBL  in  fiiont,  mm  deft  in  ito  wfaeli  kngtii  iStm 
river  Guy,  and  compressed  on  tack  side  by  mountains 
winch  there  narrowed  the  valley  to  a  quarter  of  a  mil?.  In 
this  diihculty  boult,  with  the  promptness  of  a  great  coiur 
aMmder,  instsBtlj  abot  the  head  of  Ciinsers  colanma  to 
Us  ngli^  MNM  thft  ridge  wU^  e^MEated  tha  ZMai  fjeen 
the  Lam  ▼aUej,  and  tbieur  one  of  BeOIe's  difhioM  of 
infuntry  and  a.  body  of  ca.valry  a-cross  the  mountuiuis  on  hij 
.  left,  beyond  the  Guy  river,  thus  giving  himself  a  strong 
position  of  battle  and  menacing  Picton  s  right  ilaak. 
£eille's  ranaining  divisions  he  estaUiahed  at  tiie  Tillage 
of  2abaldioain  th«  Vai  de  Zobiri,  ekee  wdat  Gde'ari|^t, 
wluk  Cknunl  aeiied  the  tillage  of  Saaiofeft  doee  fidar 

that  general's  Itft. 

While  Soult  was  tUua  establishing  a  line  of  battle,  Wel- 
lington, who  had  quitted  Hill's  quarters  in  the  Bastan  ei^y 
on  tile  27tk,  oaeoaaed  the  gveat  Maoatain  epne  into  tiM 
Talley  of  Lans^  without  being  aide  to  kam  anyihiag  el 
Reton'a  xnefenuiito  or  poehion  vntil  he  readied  Oelii,  a 
few  miles  from  Sanrofen.  There  he  foTind  Long's  brigade 
4]f  light  cavalry,  placed  to  furnish  poaUi  oi  correspuiidenoe 
in  the  mountains,  and  fnm  him  heard  that  Picton  had 
abandoned  the  heighti  of  Iiinioain ;  whempoii»leaTii^iiH 
atraetiaiiA  to  stop  all  the  troepa  eeiiag  dewn  the  Talley  of 
Lanz  until  the  state  of  a£BEurs  near  P&mpdima  eoald  ha 
ascertained,  he  made  at  racing  speed  fur  ^Siiuroien.  As  he 
entered  that  village  he  aaw  Claozers  divisions  moving 
aloag  the  eiest  of  the  mountain^  and  thna  knew  the  allied 
troops  in  the  TaOej  ol  Lena  wcm  iatmeptid ;  wheietei^ 
polling  up  hie  hene^  he  wvoto  m  the  parapet  of  the  biidga 
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ai  Sanioreii  freeli  instractions  to  torn  craytibiiig  fiom  ihat 
v»n«7  to  tlie  right  by  %  eroes-foad,  ^<;|i  led  out  of  it  to 

i\Iarciiluiii  ;iiid  thence  round  the  hills,  to  enter  tlic  valley 
again  at  Oricain  in  rear  uf  the  puoition  occupied  by  Cole. 
As  Lord  Fitzroj  S<Mxi«Eset,  who  had  kept  up  with  him, 
galloped  inth  thm  osden  out  of  SMamen  bj  one  xomL  the 
Ffenck  light  emixj  dbshed  in  bj  anothor,  «&d  WcUisgtim 
zode  alone  np  the  moontun. 

A  Portuguese  battalion  on  the  left,  first  recognising 
him,  raised  a  joyful  cry,  and  soon  the  siirill  clamour  was 
taken  up  by  the  next  r^iinentB,  swelling  as  it  ran 
along  the  liiufi  into  that  atem  and  appaUiag  shout  whidi 
the  British  soUicr  is  wont  to  giro  upon  the  edge  of 
battle,  and  which  no  enemy  erer  heard  tmmoTed.  In  a 
conspicuous  place  he  stopped,  desirous  that  both  armies 
should  know  he  was  present,  and  a  spy  who  was  there  pointed 
oat  Soult,  then  so  near  that  his  features  oookL  be  plainly 
dutingwiBhed.  Fixing  his  ^es  attentivdj  upon  that  f» 
nidable  nan,  he  thns  qtokoy  T&mUr  it  a  yreaii  com- 
mundrr^  but  he  is  a  cautious  one,  and  will  delay  /lis  attack 
to  asccrtnin  the  cause  of  tJit.^e  shouts  ;  that  will  aire  titm 
for  the  sixth  dieision  to  arrive  and  I  ihail  beat  Mm," 
The  event  justiled  the  pndietion. 

Cole's  position  was  the  simniit  of  a  SBonntem  niMi 
whieh  filled  all  Ae  spaee  between  the  Guy  and  Lani  val- 
leys, as  far  back  as  Hnarte  and  Villalba.  It  wa5  highest 
in  the  centre  and  well  d^  lined  towanls  the  enemy,  but  the 
trace  was  irreLiuhir,  the  right  being  thrown  hack  towards 
the  viUage  of  Arietta  so  as  to  flank  the  gnat  road^  which 
wia  also  sw€pt  by  gma  placed  on  a  lower  range  behind. 

OverlooldBg  Zabaldiea  and  the  Gny  mer  was  the 
bulginci;  hill  vindicated  by  the  ^Spaniards,  a  distinct  but 
lower  point  on  the  n^ht  of  the  position.  The  left,  also 
abating  in  height,  was  yet  extremely  nigged  and  steep, 
ovarlooking  the  Lanz  river,  and  Boss's  brigade  was  posted  on 
that  side,  having  in  firont  a  Portuguese  battalion^  whose 
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fiank  Tested  on  a  Bmall  dispel   Campbell  was  on  the  right 

of  lloss.  Ansoij  wiis  on  the  highest  ground,  partly  heliind, 
partly  on  the  ri<;ht  of  Campb(-l!.  Bynu  s  brifrade  was  on  a 
second  inass  of  liills  in  reserve,  and  the  Spanish  hill  was 
further  reinforced  hy  a  battalion  of  Portogaeee. 

This  fiont  of  boAtle  was  less  than  two  miles  and  well 
^ed,  its  flafikfi  being  washed  by  the  Lani  and  the  Gnj ; 
and  those  torrents,  pursuing  their  course,  broke  by  narrow 
passages  through  the  steep  ridges  screening  Pampeluna 
£r8t  occupied  by  Picton,  where  the  second  line  was 
posted ;  that  is  to  say,  at  the  distance  of  two  miles  from, 
and  nearly  paiaUel  to  the  fint  position,  bnt  on  a  more  ex- 
tended front  Carlos  d'Bspana  nuuntained  the  blockade 
behind  these  ridi^es,  and  the  Britisli  cavalry  under  Cotton, 
took  post  on  some  open  ground  in  the  rear  of  Picton's  right 
wing. 

Sonlt's  position  was  aiso  a  monntain  filling  the  space 
between  the  two  riTOiB.  It  was  eren  more  ragged  than 
that  of  tho  aUies,  and  was  only  separated  firom  it  bj  a  deep 

narrow  ravine.  Ckiuzers  three  divisions  leaned  to  the 
right  on  the  village  of  Sauroren,  which  was  duwn  in  the 
Talley  of  Lauz  and  close  under  the  chapel  height ;  Reille's 
two  divisions  occupied  the  village  of  Zabaldica,  qnite  down 
in  the  valley  of  Znbiri  nnder  the  xi^t  of  the  allies.  The 
remaining  division  of  this  wing  and  the  light  cavalry  were, 
as  before  said,  thrown  forward  on  the  mountains  at  tlie 
other  side  of  the  Guy  nver,  menacing  Picton  and  seeking 
to  commanicate  with  Pampeluna.  The  Preach  guns  at 
Zabaldica  opened  fire,  but  the  elevation  required  to  send 
the  shot  npward  rendered  it  so  inefiectoal,  that  the  greatest 
part  of  the  artillery  remained  in  the  nanow  valley  of  Znbiri. 

COMBAT  OP  ZABALniOA. 

Soult  had  made  another  effort  to  gain  the  Spaniards'  hill 
and  establish  himself  near  the  centre  of  the  allies'  line 
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of  battle,  but  had  been  vaUantly  repulsed  just  before 
the  arrival  of  WeUington  who  rehiforoed  tiie  post  with 
the  40th  Britiah  i^pginieiit  Theire  ww  then  a  general 
Bkinnish  along  the  front,  under  coyer  of  which  Sonlt 

examined  the  whole  position,  and  the  firing  continued  on 
the  niuuiitain  side  until  a  terrible  storm,  the  usual  pre- 
cursor of  English  battles  in  the  Peninsula,  brought  on  pre- 
matore  darkness  and  terminated  the  dispate.  This  was 
the  state  of  affiyn  at  dayhreak  on  the  28th,  hnt  a  signal 
alteration  had  place  hefoie  the  ^reat  hatde  of  that  day 
commenced,  and  the  movements  of  tlie  wandering  divi- 
sions by  which  this  change  was  effected  must  now  be 
traced. 

Although  the  Lanx  cohered  the  left  of  the  allies  and  the 
light  of  the  Frendi,  the  heights  ocoapied  hy  hoth  were 
prolonged  beyond  that  river ;  the  eontmnation  of  the  allies' 

range  sweeping  forward  so  aa  to  look  into  the  rear  of  Sau- 
roren,  while  the  continuation  of  the  French  range  fell  back 
in  a  direction  nearly  parallel  to  this  forward  inclination  of 
the  allies'  ridge.  On  each  side  they  were  steep  and  high,  yet 
lower  and  less  ragged  than  the  heights  on  which  the  annies 
stood  opposed  ;  for  on  the  latter,  rocks  piled  on  rocks  stood 
out  hke  castles,  so  diiiicalt  to  approa<:h  and  so  dangerous 
to  assail  that  the  hardened  veterans  of  the  Peninsula  only 
woold  have  dared  the  trial.  Both  sides  were  therefore 
strong  m  defence ;  bat  Sonlt  was  forced  to  attack  or  retreat, 
and  Wellington  looked  anzionsly  for  his  sixth  diviBion 
from  Marcalain,  by  a  road  which  run  behind  his  ridge 
beyond  the  Lanz,  and  fell  into  that  valley  at  Oricain,  one 
Bulo  in  rear  of  Cole  s  left.  It  had  been  turned  into  that 
load  from  the  higher  part  of  the  Lanz  valley  by  Lord  Fitz- 
roj  Somerset,  and  was  followed  by  Q^eral  Hill  when  he 
arri^  at  the  point  of  diTarication ;  the  way  was  thns  open 
for  D'Erlon  to  join  Soult,  and  the  rapidity  with  which 
that  marshal  had  seized  Sauroren  would  thus  have  proved 
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a  master-stroke,  if  his  lieuwuMiir  had  pursued  Hill  vio;or- 
oiislj  ;  for  the  change  of  direction  gave  the  sixth  division 
a  much  of  eighteen  instead  id  Soar  horn  to  join  tbe 
mxkj,  md  Hilly  fanoi  io  tike  %  poeition  at  Maicalain, 
eoTadog  the  gnat  road  of  Iramin'  on  Wellington's  left, 
was  there  joined  by  the  seventh  division  and  tli*  whole 
were  thiuwu  out  v(  the  line  of  battle.  But  iliinu^  tliese 
important  movcmcntB,  wliich  were  not  completed  until  the 
efening  the  28th,  and  which  iinalljr  placed  all  tiie  alliea 
in  militaij  commmiifiation,  D'£rlon  lemained  inaotifo  in 
UieBaetaa! 

The  proximity  of  the  sixtli  division  on  the  iiiurumg  of 
the  28tli,  with  the  certuinty  of  Hill's  co-operation,  made 
Wellington  think  Soult  avouM  not  venture  an  attack  ;  and 
the  latter,  disquieted  about  D'Erlon,  of  wlunn  he  <mly  kneir 
Urn/t  he  had  not  loUoired  his  instrnctianfl;  eertainlj  Tiew«d 
the  Britidi  porition  inth  naeas^r  aaiaoipali<m%  and  again 
With  anxious  eyes  took  cognizance  of  its  rugged  strcnsrth, 
seeming  dubious  and  distrustful  of  fortune.  He  could  not 
operate  with  advantage  by  his  left  beyond  the  Guy  liver, 
because  the  mountains  there  were  rough,  and  his  enemy, 
having  shorter  lines  of  movement,  could  meet  him  with  idl 
arms  combined ;  moreover  his  artillery,  unable  to  emerge 
from  the  Val  de  Zubiri,  except  l>y  the  great  road,  would 
thus  have  been  exposed  to  a  counter  attack.  In  tluB  dubious 
state  he  crossed  the  Lanz  and  ascended  the  prolongation  of 
the  allies'  lidge,  which,  as  he  had  possesBion  of  the  bridge 
of  SauToien,  wss  f<»  the  moment  his  own  ground ;  fimn 
thence  he  could  see  into  the  left  and  rear  of  Cole's  posi- 
tion, but  the  country  towardii  Marcalain  was  so  broken  he 
could  not  discern  the  march  of  the  sixth  division.  The 
deserters  however  UM  him  that  four  divisions,  namely,  the 
second,  sixth  and  seventh  British,  and  Sylvieia's  Portii> 
goese,  which  was  under  Hill,  were  expected  from  thai 
side;  he  was  thus  influenced  attack,  because  the  valley, 
widening  as  it  descended,  oii'ercd  the  means  of  assailing  the 
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allies  in  ^ont  and  flank,  and  intercepting  the  diTiaoDB 
frott  Mamlain  by  the  same  ^mbiiwtioiL 

One  of  GImunI's  diviflioiiB  alx«ady  eooofied  Smmrai, 
and  the  other  two  were  now  posted  on  eaoli  eide  of  that 

villa£re  :  that  on  the  riuiit  liarnl  ^vas  ordered  to  send 
flankers  to  the  ridge  from  whence  Soult  had  made  hiB 
obsenrations,  and  upon  signal  to  moye  down  the  valley, 
wiieel  to  tbe  hSt,  and  assail  the  rear  of  the  aliieB  while  the 
etiier  two  djrifljgDB  aaiaaledtheg  front;  fiye  ihooaand  men 
wodd  thus  be  enveloped  by  sixteen  thousand,  and  Sonlt 
hoped  to  cnish  tlicin  notwithstanding  the  strcnerth  of 
ground.  Meanwhile  Reille's  two  divisions  on  the  side  of 
Zabaldica,  weie  each  to  send  a  brigade  against  the  Spanish 
hill  and  conneot  the  ri^t  of  their  attack  with  Cianael's 
kft*  The  lemaining  brigades  wm  to  follow  in  sapped, 
the  diTision  beyond  the  Gny  waA  to  keep  Pioton  in  check, 
uiid  ail  were  to  throw  themselves  iiaukly  into  action. 

rags  BATTLE  OF  SAUBOBIST. 

At  middaj  on  the  28th  of  July,  the  anniTersary  of  the 
Talftfwa  fi^t,  the  French  gaitbend  in  masses  at  the  foot  of 
the  position,  and  thdr  flidrmisheia  qnickly  spread  oyer  the 

fact-  ui  tilt  luouiitam,  working;  upward  like  a  cunflagration  ; 
but  the  coiumns  of  attack  were  not  all  ready  when  Clauzers 
right-hand  division,  without  awaiting  the  general  signal  of 
battle^  thveir  out  flankers  on  the  ridge  beyond  the  Laaa 
and  pushed  down  the  valley  in  one  mass.  With  a  rapid 
paoe  it  turned  Cole's  left  and  was  preparing  to  wheel  up 
on  lii.s  rear,  when  tinldeuly  r^Iaddcns  Portuguese  hritrade 
of  the  sixth  division  appeared  on  the  crest  of  the  ridgo 
beyond  the  river,  driving  the  flankers  baok  and  descending 
as  from  the  doods  with  a  rattling  fire  upon  the  right  and 
lear  of  the  column ;  and  not  less  snddenly  die  main  body  of 
that  diyision,  emerging  from  behind  the  same  ridge  near 
the  village  of  Oricaiu^  presented  a  line  of  battle  across  the 
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front    It  was  agam  tlie  oonnter-Btroke  of  Salunaiica ! 

The  French  while  striving  to  encompass  Cole's  left  were 
themselves  encompassed.  For  two  brigades  of  Cole's  di\i- 
sion  instaatly  turned  and  smote  them  on  the  left,  the 
Portagaese  smote  them  on  the  light,  and  thus  scathed 
o&  both  flanks  with  fire,  they  were  violently  shocked 
and  pushed  hack  with  a  mighty  ibvoe  hy  the  sixth  divi<- 
sion ;  yet  not  in  flight,  but  lighting  fiercely  and  strewing 
the  gi'ound  with  their  enemies'  bodies  as  well  as  with 
their  own. 

Clanzel's  second  division,  on  the  other  side  of  Sanraen, 
seeing  this  dire  conflict^  with  a  hnnied  movement  assailed 
the  chapel  height  to  draw  off  Cole's  fire  from  the  troops  in 

the  valley,  and  gallantly  did  the  Preiich  soldiers  throng  up 
the  craggy  steep  ;  yet  the  general  unity  of  the  attack  was 
mined ;  neither  the  third  division  nor  Keille's  brigades 
had  yet  leoeived  the  signal^  and  their  attacks  weie  made 
irregularly,  in  sncoessiony  ranning  firam  right  to  left  as  the 
necessity  of  aiding  others  became  apparent  It  was  how- 
ever a  tenable  battle  and  well  fought.  One  column  darting 
out  of  the  village  of  Banroron,  silently,  sternly,  without 
firing  a  shot,  worked  up  to  the  chapel  under  a  tempest  of 
bullets,  which  swept  away  whole  ranks  withoot  abating  the 
speed  and  power  of  the  mass ;  the  P<»rtagaese  there  sfamnk 
abashed,  and  tiiat  part  of  the  position  was  won ;  soon  how- 
ever they  rallied  on  iluss's  British  brigade,  and  the  whole 
runninfT  forward  charged  the  French  witli  a  loud  shout  and 
dashed  them  down  the  hilL  Heavily  stricken  the  latter 
were,  yet  undismayed,  and,  re-forming,  again  ascended  to 
be  again  broken  and  overtunied  Bnt  the  other  columns  of 
attack  were  now  bearing  upwards  through  the  smoke  and 
flame  with  which  the  skirmishers  covered  the  face  of 
the  mountain  ;  another  Portuguese  regiment,  fighting  on 
the  light  of  Eoss,  yielded  to  their  fury ;  a  heavy  body 
crowned  the  heights,  and  wheeling  ag^iinst  Boss's  exposed 
flank  forced  him  back  aba   His  ground  was  instantly 
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occupied  by  the  enemies  ^vith  whom  he  had  been  outraged 
in  front,  and  the  fire  xaged  dose  and  despeiate  on  the 
crest  of  the  position,  chaige  sncoeeding  chaige,  and  each 
aide  yielding  and  advaiicmg  by  tonifl.  This  astounding 
eflfort  of  French  Talour  was  of  no  avail  Wellington 
brought  Bjng's  brigade  forward  at  ii  running  pace,  and 
called  the  27th  and  4bth  British  reinments  froiii  the  higher 
ground  in  the  centre  against  the  crowded  masseSi  which  he 
thus  rolled  badcward  in  disofderi  throwing  them  one  afler 
the  other  -violently  down  the  moontain-side ;  yet  with  no 
child's  play;  the  two  BriiiBh  regiments  fell  npon  the 
enemy  three  separate  times  with  the  bayonet,  and  lost 
more  than  half  their  nwn  numbers. 

JDuring  this  battle  on  the  mountain-top,  the  sixth  diid- 
mon  gained  gionnd  in  the  Lana  valiey,  and  when  it  airived 
<m  a  finmt  with  the  lefik  of  the  vietorions  troops  near  the 
chapel,  Wdlington,  seeing  the  mcmentaiy  disorder  of 
the  enemy,  ordered  IMadden's  Portuguese  brigade  beyond 
the  Lanz,  which  had  never  ceased  its  fire  against  the 
right  flank  of  the  French  column,  to  assail  the  village  of 
Sanzoren  in  rear ;  hnt  the  state  of  the  action  in  other  parts 
and  the  eadianstion  of  the  troops  soon  indnoed  him  to 
oomitermand  this  moyement 

On  the  French  left,  Reille's  brigades,  connecting  their 
right  with  Clauzels  third  division,  had  environed  the 
Spanish  hill,  ascended  it  unchecked,  and  at  the  moment 
when  the  fourth  division  was  so  hardly  pressed  fiom  Saa- 
xoren,  made  a  Spanish  regiment  give  way  on  the  left  of  the 
40th  ;  but  a  Portuguese  battalion,  rushing  forward,  again 
covered  the  tiank  of  that  invincible  regiment,  while  it 
waited  in  stem  silence  until  the  French  set  their  feet  upon 
the  broad  summit  Then,  when  their  glittering  arms 
appeared  over  the  brow  of  the  monntatn  the  chaiging  oij 
was  heard,  the  erowded  mass  was  broken  to  pieoes  and  a 
tempest  of  bullets  followed  it  down  the  mountain.  Four 
times  this  assault  was  renewedi  and  the  French  o&cers 
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«m  seen  tma  to  poll  np  their  tired  men  by  ^  belig,  m 
iem  ani  wwlnie  they  were  to  win  ;  it  wis  tlM  Uwr  cf 

Sisv|»hns  :  the  vehement  shout  and  shock  of  the  Briti^ 
soldier  alwayb  prevailed,  aod  at  last,  ivitli  tliinned  ranks, 
tired  limbs,  &nd  ^Mating  hearts,  hopeless  from  repeated 
£yhnML  ther  beoHne  bo  afaaelied  thai  three  Bntieh  ooai- 
pawiiw  iidBoed  to  l»«ar  down  a  whole  bripdo.* 

Wkfle  the  batOe  wm  ihna  being  fcfo^  on  die  moan> 
tain,  the  I'n  nch  cavalry  beyond  the  Guy  river  passed  a 
rivulet,  and  with  a  fire  oi  carhmc^  iorced  the  10th  Hu -sLr:j 
to  yield  aome  rocky  ground  on  Picton's  zigiht,  but  tbe  l6th 
HnseaBi  xanewod  the  combat^  Idllod  two  offioan^  and 
dioTO  the  French  over  the  liyalot  again. 

Snch  were  tiie  leading  events  of  this  sanfriunary  rtrop^le, 
wliidi  Lord  Wellington,  fresh  from  the  %ht,  with  homely 
emphasis  calldd  Uudgemi  f'-orl-*'  Two  generals  and 
( ^jhteen  hundred  men  had  been  killed  or  voanded  on  the 
Fien^  aido^  io\kmw%  their  offioiai  reports ;  n  sandbar  fir 
hdow  the  estimate  made  at  the  time  by  tiia  allies,  whoaa 
loss  amounted  to  two  thousand  six  hundred.  These  dis- 
crepancies between  liostile  calculations  ever  occur,  ;aid 
there  is  little  wisdom  in  disputing  where  proof  is  unattain- 
able ;  yet  the  numbers  actually  engaged  were  twentj-five 
thousand  Fnneh  and  twelye  thonaand  allks ;  heaee,  if  the 
strength  of  the  letter's  position  did  not  safe  them  fiom  Ae 
greater  loss  their  steadfast  courapre  is  more  to  be  admired. 

The  29th  thearmn  s  r<  icvi  m  pu.-iii  ii  without  firinff  a 
shot,  and  the  wandexing  divisions  on  both  sides  wi^re  now 
entering  tlic  lin& 

Hill,  having  sent  all  his  baggage  artiUeiy  and  wonnded 
men  to  Benophno  behind  Pioton's  ridire,  still  ooonpied 
his  poriitiou  coverinir  tii-j  ^\lurouJa,iu  and  Irurzun  roads  ; 
thus  po:»ted  he  likewise  menaced  the  valh'V  of  Lanz  in  rear 
of  Soult  s  right,  his  communication  with  Oricaui  bong 
maintained  by  the  seventh  division ;  the  lif^tdiviaon  wis 

t  For  dui  &ct  1  had  Ulc  authontj  of  a  Jr  reach  colunci  artilleiy. 
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also  approachiriQ,  Hill  s  kft,  and  therefore  on  Wellington's 
side  tlie  cima  was  over.  He  bad  yindicated  Mb  poeitioa 
irith  only  sixteen  thousand  oombatants,  aad  now,  including 
iiie  fifNOUBli  tnxqps  blockading  Fampdmift^  be  bad  fifty 
iboMand  m  dose  mifitvy  oondniialion.  Tbirfy  tbwand 
flushed  ^ith  recent  tiucccsses  were  in  hand,  and  Hill'g 
troops  were  well  placed  for  retaking"  the  oficiiaive. 

Soult'g  situation  was  proportionably  difficult.  Seeing 
be  eoold  net  fum  tbe  poeiiim,  he  had  Be&t  big  artilkiy, 
part  of  bia  cmbff  aad  bk  wounded  men^  back  to  Fiaiioe 
uamediatdy  after  tbe  baittle,  oidering  tbe  two  foimer  to 
join  Villatte  on  the  Lower  Bidassoa  and  awuii  imthcr 
in&tructiuiid.  Having  shaken  oli  this  burthen  he  awaited 
B'Erlon's  amvaL  by  tbe  yalley  of  Lan2y  aad  that  general 
did  reach  Oetiiy  a  &w  miles  abo?e  Saaioren,  at  mid-day 
<m  the  2Mi^  Ininging  mteUigeDoei  obtauned  indirectly 
ivriii^  Mb  march,  that  Otaham  bad  retired  from  the 
Bi'Jiissoa  and  Villatte  had  crossed  that  river.  1  liis  Lixivc 
Soult  a  hope  that  his  first  morements  had  disengaged  San 
Sebastian,  and  he  instantly  conceived  a  new  plan  of  opera- 
tioDB,  dang^YU  indeed,  yet  con£onnable  to  tbe  cntieal 
state  of  bis  affiiuB. 

No  saooess  was  to  be  expected  from  another  attack,  yet 
he  could  not  when  reinforced  with  eighteen  thousand  men 
retire  hy  the  road  he  came  without  some  dishonour;  nor 
could  he  remain  when  be  was,  because  his  supplies  of  pro- 
TisionsandaBuniimtion,denTed  fimn  distant  mag^ainfis  by 
slow  and  small  convoys,  was  mieqnal  to  tbe  eoBSunptieaB. 
Two-ibirds  of  the  British  troops,  great  part  of  the  Portu- 
gnese  and  all  the  Spaniards,  were,  as  he  supposed,  assem- 
bled in  his  £ront  uxuier  Wellington  ;  or  on  his  xight  iiank 
under  Hill ;  and  it  was  probable  other  reinfcioements  were 
on  tbe  march;  wherefore  be  raohed  to  prokog  bis  tig^ 
with  D'Erkn's  corps,  and  eantaooaly  drawing  off  tbe  vest 
of  his  army  place  the  whole  between  the  allies  and  the 
Bastan,  in  mihtary  oonnection  with  his  rtserve  and  d 


d6i  PYRENEES,  JULY,  1813.  [Book  xj. 

to  IliB  fiontiar  inagazineB*  ThuB  poeted  he  could  oombiDe 
all  Ms  forces  in  one  operation  to  leUeye  San  Sebastian, 
and  profit  from  new  combinations. 

In  the  evening  of  the  29  th  the  second  division  of 
cavalry^  whiok  was  in  the  valley  of  Zubiii,  passed  over  to 
that  of  Laos  and  joined  D'Erlon,  who  was  oideved  to 
maich  eaily  on  the  dOth  along  the  ones  xoad  leading  on 
Marcalain,  by  which  Hill  had  before  marched  out  of  that 
valley.  Dnrin*^  the  tiicrht  the  first  division  of  cavalry  and 
La  Martinicrc's  divi^on  of  infantry,  both  on  the  extreme 
left  of  the  French  anny,  retired  over  the  mountains  to 
Engoi,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Zubiri  valley,  having 
Olden  to  eroes  the  separating  ridge  there  and  join  D'Eiloii 
in  the  valley  of  Lanz.  The  remainder  of  Reille's  wing 
moved  by  the  crest  of  the  position  to  Sanrorcn,  being  Gra- 
dually to  relieve  Clauzel's  troops,  which  were  then  to  move 
up  the  Lanz  valley,  follow  D'Erlon,  and  be  followed  in 
like  manner  hy  B^lle:  meanwhile  OlaozeL  detached  two 
regiments  to  the  ridge  s  Ix  yond  the  Lanz  river,  to  cover  his 
own  march  and  open  a  military  connection  with  D'Erlon, 
whose  new  line  of  operations  was  just  beyond  those 
heights. 

Id  the  night  Sonlt  again  heard  from  deserters  that 
three  divisiene  were  to  make  an  offensive  movement  next 
day  by  the  Maiealaan  road  on  his  right,  and  at  daylight 

hu  was  convinced  the  men  spoke  truly;  because  from  the 
ridges  held  by  Clauzcl  Ijuyond  Sauroren  he  descried  co- 
lumns descending  from  Ficton's  position  and  from  above 
Oricain^  while  others  wm  in  movement  apparently  to 
torn  Ghuuel'a  xi^^t  flank.  These  colnmns  were  MoriUo's 
Spaniards,  Campbell's  Portogoese,  and  the  seventh  divi- 
sion, !Ji archill 2:  to  adopt  a  new  disposition,  which  shall  b© 
presently  explained. 

Early  in  the  morning  Soult's  combination  was  apparent, 
Foy's  division,  the  last  of  Keille's  wing,  was  seen  in  march 
along  the  creet  of  tiie  monntatn  to  Sanroren,  where  Man- 
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cxine's  division  had  preYiously  relieved  Coriroux's,  and  the 
'  latter,  belonging  to  Glaozely  was  moTing  up  the  valley  of 
Lanz.  WeUiiigton,  who  was  not  a  ge&eial  to  Bofo  a  flank 
marcli  acroBS  his  firont  within  cannon-shot,  immediately 
opened  his  batteries  from  the  ehapd  height,  and  sent 
skinnishers  a<?ainst  Sanrorcn.  Soon  this  fire,  spreading  to 
his  right,  became  brisk  between  Cole  and  Foy,  but  it 
subsided  at  Sanroren ;  whereupon  Soult,  relying  on  the 
strength  of  the  gronnd,  diiected  Beilie  to  mamtain  Sanio- 
len  until  nightfall  and  went  off  himself  to  join  D'Erlon, 
his  design  being  to  faU  upon  the  troops  he  had  seen 
moving  to  turn  his  right  and  cru^h  them  with  superior 
numbers.  It  was  a  daring  project,  well  and  hnely  conceived^ 
but  he  had  to  deal  with  a  man  more  rapid  of  perception 
and  of  a  rougher  stroke  than  himsell  He  oyertook 
D'Erlon,  who  had  three  divisions  of  infantry  and  two  of 
heavy  cavalry,  to  find  him  facing,  not  the  troops  seen  in 
march  the  evening  before,  but  Hill  who  was  in  position 
with  ten  thousand  men. 

GOXBAT  OF  BUSHSA. 

Occupying  a  Tery  eztensiTe  mountain  ridge,  Hill's  right 

was  strongly  posted  on  rugged  ground,  but  his  Idi  was 
insecure,  and  D'Erlon,  who  had  not  le?s  tlum  twenty  thou- 
sand sabres  and  bayonets  in  line,  waa  followed  by  La  Mar- 
tiniere's  division  of  in&ntEy.  Soult's  combination  was 
therefore  still  extremely  powerful,  the  light  troops  were 
already  engaged  when  he  arriyed-HUid  the  same  soldiers 
on  both  sides  who  had  so  strenuously  combated  at  Ma^ 
were  again  opposed  to  each  other. 

D'Armagnac  made  a  false  attack  on  Hill's  riglit,  Abb^ 
endeavoured  to  turn  his  left  and  gain  the  summit  of  the 
xidge  in  the  direction  of  Bnenza;  Manuudn  followed  Abb^ 
and  the  divisions  of  cavalry,  entering  the  line,  connected 
the  two  attacks.   D'Armagnac  pushed  his  feint  too  &t. 
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became  8<  ri -  usly  en^ged  ami  was  beaten  :  bnt  after  some 
iMid  fighting  Abbe  turned  the  left  flank,  gained  tile  • 
fBUBit  of  th*  BMHnrtaiHj  «id  mdoed  iko  pogitioft  n- 

Hill  who  bad  lost  four  hundred  tihti  ritind  the 
heights  of  E(piaru;:i,  drawing  towaida  Marcaiain  with  his 
right  bnt  throviiug  back  his  Idt,  mn^  being  there  joined 
bjGuipbeU  snd  MoriUo  wpim  oivad  faftttb.  £k»H» 
wlioie  pimdpal  loss  vm  m  B'Annagnae'f  dhruioD,  kid 
however  ^ined  his  main  object.  He  had  tnmed  Hill's 
lefty  secnred  a  fresh  line  af  retreat  and  a  shorts  com- 
munication nitk  Yillatte  by  the  pMi  o£  Doaaa  Maria  ;  aad 
wiihaly  the  fOMwand  of  the  gnat  bma  load  to  Tokn^ 
windi  was  distant  onlj  one  kagaa  Hie  fint  tiioctght  was 
to  seize  it  and  march  npon  Toloza  or  l^niani  to  rai^e  the 
siege  of  ^kn  Bdiiastian,  and  there  wai  nQthiag  to  oppose 
hie  doing  80^  exeept  the  li^t  dmBk»,  irhoee  Mronenis 
■hall  be  notioed  henafter;  hut  utithcr  Hill  m  SeiK 
knew  of  its  presence,  and  if  the  French  marshal  s  other 
combinations  had  been  happily  executed  be  would  bare 
broken  into  Guipuscoa  on  the  31st  with  fifty  thousand 
men,  throat  aside  the  light  diYision  in  his  maich,  and 
taken  Ckahasn  in  mene  while  YiOatte'e  rame  attaeked 
him  in  front.  Wellington  would  baye  followed,  jret  scarcely 
in  time,  for  he  did  not  snsj)cct  his  view©  and  wa?^  itmorant 
of  his  strength,  thinking  D'£rlon  s  force  to  be  only  three 
difisione^  nherias  it  was  few  divisions  ni  inluttij  nd 
two  of  esvalfy.  This  enor  hewew  did  not  ptefent  him 
from  seizing  the  deeisive  point  of  operation  and,  like  a 
great  captain,  giving  a  coanter*stroke  which  Soult,  trust- 
ing to  the  strength  of  Bcille's  position,  littie  expected. 
For  when  La  Martimeie's  dxriaioii  and  the  omhj  had 
abandoned  tlM  mountains  abore  Eleano,  and  ^Zabaldiea 
%y;is  c\ lu  iKLti'd,  Picton,  reinfurctd  with  two  squadrons  of 
cavalry  and  a  battery  of  artillery^  was  directed  to  enter 
thn  2Msd  Ta%  and  torn  the  French  kft  Meanwhile 
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the  seventh  division  swt  pt  over  the  liills  beyond  the  Lanz 
river  upon  Clauzei's  right  with  safetj  because  Camp- 
beli  and  Mosillo  insved  commimic&tio&  with  Hill,  wlio 
was  oidered  to  posh  the  head  of  his  eohunn  lowaidt 
Olagae  and  meium  SvfMs  iw  in  llie  valley  of  Lani: 
He  was  in  march  to  do  this  when  I)  Erlon,  as  shown, 
met  and  forced  him  back.  Daring  these  movements  Gole 
mmx  eeaaed  to  skirmiah  with  Foj  on  the  mountain  be^ 
twm  Zabaldieft  and  SaoRira^  while  the 
foceed  with  Byng^a  brigade  aMnUed  the  laHer  tillage. 

Ficton  qvieklj  gamad  the  Val  de  Znbm,  and  tkiew  hia 
akinaiahew  agiunat  Foj'a  left  flank  ontheaMBftiaB,  lAib 

on  the  other  flank  General  Inglis,  one  of  those  veterans 
who  purchase  every  step  of  proiuotion  with  their  blood, 
advancing  with  only  hve  hundred  men  of  the  seventh 
diYiflioD,  broke  al  one  shock  the  tw«  Ibmtik  xcgnneata  en 
the  ridges  aoFvaring  GSauel'a  right,  aad  diofa  tham  dowm 
into  lLc  valley  of  Lanz.  liv  lost  ludecd  ono-tliird  of  his 
own  men,  but  instantly  spreading  the  remainder  in  skir- 
mishing order  along  the  descent  opened  &  bitmi^  fixe  npott 
theiankel€k»niu'adiTOMi^whiakwaaiA  inaidiiif  tha 
valley  from  Samoren,  and  tinown  into  diawder  by  having 
two  regii  IK ri  thus  suddenly  tumbled  upon  it  iiom  thu  top 
q£  the  mountaiii* 

Foy's  dinien  was  maidiing  along  the  crest  ef  the  po- 
aittoii  between  Zahaldiea  mi  Saarcrai  aA  the  memant  of 
this  attack ;  bi^  he  was  too  fror  off  to  ghre  aid,  and  his  own 
licrht  troops  were  engaged  with  Cole's  ^jkirniisherB ;  more- 
over inglis  had  been  so  sadden  that  before  the  evil  was 
wall  peaeaiYad  it  was  paal  imtdy ;  fair  Wellington  in* 
flmtly  poahed  the  abitii  division  wnder  Pakanhan  to  the 
left  of  Saororen,  and  sent  B  \  headlong  down  from  the 
dbapd  height  against  Mancune,  who  was  in  that  village. 
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This  Tigoiovg  aamlt  was  simiiltaneoiulyeiifoiced  ftom  the 

other  side  of  th^  Laos  by  Madden's  Portii^^ucse,  and  the 
battery  near  the  chapel  sent  its  bullets  crashing  iLiuugh 
the  houses  or  booming  up  the  valley  towaids  Gonroux  s 
odnnm,  which        never  ceased  to  rex. 

The  Tillage  and  bridge  of  Sannnen  and  the  stnits 
beyond  were  soon  covered  with  a  paU  of  smoke,  the  mus- 
ketry pealed  frequent  and  loud,  and  the  tumult  and  affray 
echoing  from  mountain  to  mountain  Med  aU  the  valley. 
Byng  with  haid  fitting  canied  Saonven^  fourteen  hun- 
dred prisoneiB  weie  made,  and  the  two  French  divisions 
being  entirely  broken,  fled,  partly  up  the  valK  v  towards 
Clauzcl's  other  divisions,  partly  up  the  original  position,  to 
seek  refuge  with  Foy,  who  remained  on  the  summit  a 
helpless  spectator  of  this  ront.   He  rallied  the  fogitives  in 
great  nnmbeis,  bat  had  soon  to  look  to  himself,  f<^  his 
own  skiruiisherd  were  now  driven  up  the  niountam  by 
Cole's  men,  and  his  left  was  infested  by  Picton  s  detach- 
ments.   Thus  pressed,  he  fell  back  along  the  hills  sepa- 
rating the  Talley  of  Zabiri  hom  that  of  Laos,  and  the 
woodsi  enabled  him  to  effect  his  retreat  without  much  loss ; 
yet  he  dared  not  descend  into  either  valley,  and  thinking 
himself  entirely  cut  off,  sent  advice  to  Soult  and  went  over 
the  Great  Spine  into  the  Alduides  by  the  pass  of  Urtiaga. 
Olanzel  meanwhile  had  been  driven  up  the  valley  of  Lam 
to  Olague,  where,  being  joined  by  La  Martiniere,  he  took 
a  position ;  and  Welhngton,  whose  pursuit  had  been 
damped  by  hearing  of  Hill  s  action,  also  halted. 

The  lilies  lost  nineteen  hundred  men  killed  wotinded 
or  taken  in  this  and  Hill's  battle,  and  nearly  twelve  hun- 
dred were  Portuguese,  for  the  soldiers  of  that  nation  bore 
the  bnmt  of  both  fights.  On  the  French  side  the  b  <  was 
enormous,  Oonroux  's  and  Maucune's  divisions  were  com- 
pletely disoiganiaed.  Eight  thousand  men  under  Foy  were 
entirely  separated  from  the  main  body ;  two  thousand  at 
the  lowest  computation  were  killed  or  wounded ;  manj  were 
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dispersed  in  the  woods  and  ravines,  and  three  thousand 
prisoneiB  were  taken.  Soolt's  fighting  men  wore  thns  te- 
dnoed  to  thirtj-fiye  thousand^  of  which  fifteen  thousand 
tinder  Ganzel  and  Rmlle  were  disfnrited  hj  defeat,  and 

the  whole  in  a  critical  situation,  seeing  that  Hill's  force, 
increased  to  fifteen  thousand  men  by  the  junction  of  Mo- 
lillo  and  Campbell,  was  in  their  front  at  Egnaros,  and  thirfy 
thousand  on  their  rear  in  the  Talle/  of  Lanz ;  for  Picion, 
finding  no  enemies  in  the  valley  of  Zubiri,  had  joined  Cole 
on  the  heights. 

Wellington  had  sent  some  Spaniards  to  Marcalain  when 
he  heard  of  Hill's  action,  yet  he  was  not  yet  awaie  of  the 
tme  state  of  affidn  on  that  side,  and  his  operations  were 
founded  on  the  notion  that  Soult  was  in  retreat  towards 
the  Bastan.  Hence  ho  designed  to  follow  closely  and 
push  his  own  left  forward  to  support  Graham  on  the 
BidasBoa;  but  he  still  underrated  D'Erlon's  £aree,  and 
thought  La  Martiniere's  diyision  had  originally  retreated 
up  the  Val  dc  Zubiri  to  Roncesvalles,  instead  of  crossing 
the  intervening  ridge  to  the  Lanz  valley;  and  as  Foy's 
eolumn  was  numerous,  and  two  divisions  had  been  broken 
at  Sanroren,  he  judged  the  force  immediately  under  Sonlt ' 
to  be  very  weak,  and  made  dispontions  aooordingly.  The 
sixth  diyision  and  the  13th  light  drairoons  were  ordered 
to  join  Picton,  the  whole  to  move  upon  the  Roncesvalles ; 
Cole  was  called  down  into  the  valley  of  Lanz,  and  Hill 
was  directed  to  press  Soult,  taming  his  lig^t,  yet  still 
directing  his  own  march  upon  Lans.  The  seventh  division 
was  to  let  Hill  cross  its  front,  and  then  march  fur  the  pass 
of  Dona  Maria. 

These  anangements  show  that  Wellington  expected^ 
Soult  to  rejoin  Olanzel  and  make  for  the  Bastan  by  the 
pass  of  Vellate.  But  the  French  marriial  was  so  &r 
advanced  he  could  not  return  to  Lanz ;  he  was  betireen 
two  fires,  and  could  only  retreat  into  the  valley  of  St. 
Estevan  by  the  pass  of  Dona  Maria;  wherefore,  calling  up 
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Claozel,  and  giving  D'Erlon  whose  divisions  were  in  good 
order  the  rear-giiard,  he  commenced  his  march  at  mid- 
night towards  the  pass.  Mischief  was  thickening  around 
him*  Gnham,  <m  tlia  finliah  left»  had  twenty  thonmid 
moi  tmtf  to  moie  cither  ^guami  VlUiitte  er  into  the 
valley  of  St.  Estevan  ;  and  there  remained  on  that  side  the 
light  divisiuu  under  Charles  Aiten^  of  whoi»e  operatiofui  it 
ii>  time  to  speak. 

Thst  genonl  hsd  diOioeiided  the  novntMn  of  flunt^ 
Cms  on  ih»  evening  of  the  28ih  to  gun  the  great  road  ot 
Irurzim  ;  but  whether  by  orders  from  Graham,  or  in  default 
of  orders,  the  difiiculty  of  communication  being  extreme  in 
those  wild  regions,  he  commenced  his  movement  very  late. 
Hid  diirioieH  MiDg  on  hiB  nar  biigade  while  in  Bi^^ 
troops  got  diepened  in  tiiet  frightfol  wildemees  of  woods 
nnd  precipices.  Many  soldiers  made  faggot  torches,  waving 
them  as  signals,  and  so  moving  about  the  lights  ser\'ed 
indeed  to  assist  those  who  earned  theo^  jet  misled  and 
hewildcnd  others  who  saw  than  nt  n  distaaoey  for  the 
heights  and  the  ravines  were  afike  studded  wilh  these 
small  fires,  and  the  soldiers  calling  to  each  other  filled  the 
whole  region  with  their  clamour.  Thus  they  continued  to 
Tove  and  shont  until  mormng  showed  the  fsMO  of  ih»  mo«n« 
tain  oovered  with  tired  and  scattered  men  and  aniwisb, 
who  had  not  gained  half  a  league  of  ground  heyond  their 
starting  place,  and  it  was  many  houis  ere  they  could  be 
collected. 

Alten,  now  for  tiizee  days  sepaxated  from  the  snnjv  Mt 
movnted  offioen  in  various  direetions  to  ohtain  tidbgui^ 

and  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  renewed  his  march,  but 
at  Arevsa  halted  without  sufferinir  fires  to  be  lighted  :  for 
he  knew  nothing  oi  the  enemy  and  was  feaifui  of  discover- 
ing his  sitnatioiL  At  night  he  moved  again,  and  finally 
estabUdied  his  hivooaos  near  Leemnberri  early  on  the  80di» 
having  heard  the  noise  of  Hill's  battle  at  Biienza  m  tho 
course  of  the  day.    The  light  division  was  thus  brought 
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into  the  immodiate  system  of  operations^  and  liad  Sonlt 
contmned  his  march,  Sifter  driTi&g  back  Hill,  it  would  havB 

been  in  ^eat  danger.  Now  it  'was  a  new  power  thrown 
into  Wellington's  hands  at  a  critical  moment,  for  Villatte, 
contrary  to  the  intelligence  received,  had  not  advanced,  and 
Sonlt  was  therefore  completely  isc^ted :  he  had  indeed  no 
lesouToes  save  what  his  ability  and  courage  oonld  supply. 

His  single  line  of  retreat  by  Doiia  Maria  was  secore 
only  as  far  as  San  Estevan,  and  from  that  town  he  could 
march  np  the  Bidassoa  to  the  Bastan,  to  regain  France 
by  the  Col  de  Maya ;  or  down  the  same  rirer  towards  Ym 
by  SumbiUa  and  Yanzi,  from  both  of  which,  roads,  braneh- 
inn;  off  to  the  riirht,  led  over  the  mountains  to  Echallar : 
yet  he  might  be  intercepted  on  either  side.  The  Col  de 
Maya  way  was  good,  bat  that  down  the  Bidassoa  was  a 
long  and  terrible  defile,  00  contracted  about  the  bridgies 
of  Tanai  and  Snmbilla  that  a  few  men  only  conld  mardi 
abreast  This  then  he  had  to  dread.  First,  that  AVelling- 
ton  by  the  pass  of  Veil  a  to  would  leach  the  Bastan  before 
him,  and  block  the  Maya  passes.  Second,  that  Graham 
wonld  occupy  the  rocks  of  Tamd  and  cat  him  off  from 
Echallar.  Then,  confined  to  a  narrow  mountain-way 
Icadintr  irom  San  Estevan  to  Zagaramurdi,  far  too  mgged 
for  wounded  men  and  baggage,  he  would  be  followed  by 
Hill,  and  perh^  headed  at  Urdax  by  Wellington. 

In  this  state,  the  first  object  being  to  get  thnragh  Bona 
Maria,  Sonlt  commenced  his  retreat  in  the  night  of  the 
30th,  while  Wcllinnrton,  still  iirnorant  of  the  real  state  of 
affairs,  halted  in  the  valley  of  Lanz  to  let  Hill  pass  his 
front  and  enter  the  Bastan.  Bat  eaily  on  the  31st>  Soolt'a 
real  strength  became  known,  and  the  seventh  division  was 
din  cted  to  idd  Hill,  while  Wellington  marched  himself 
through  the  pass  of  Vellate,  and  sent  Alten  orders  to  cut 
in  upon  the  French,  intercepting  their  march  where  he 
coald.  Longa,  who  was  with  Giaham,  had  instructioui 
to  seize  the  defiles  at  Tann,  aiding  the  light  diTisioft  to 
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block  that  wftj^  and  Graham  was  to  hold  all  his  corps  m 
XMdinew  to  mm  with  the  Bame  Tiew. 

COMBAT  OF  WSa  UAMJL, 

Tt  -  uoral  Hill  overtook  the  French  rear-guard  early  on 
the  ;^lst,  just  as  the  sevenih  division  appeared  on  hia 
rights  and  the  enemj  could  only  gain  the  amnmit  of  the 
Dona  Maria  paas  under  the  fire  of  his  guns ;  there  how- 
ever they  turned,  aad  throwing  out  skirmishers  made 
strong  battle.  General  Stewart,  leading  the  attack  and 
now  for  the  third  time  engaged  with  D'Erlon'a  troops,  was 
again  badly  wonnded  and  bio  fint  brigjade  waa  lepnlaed ; 
yet  Pringle  renewed  tiie  attack  with  the  aeeond  brigade, 
and  broke  the  enemy's  right ;  the  seventh  division  did  the 
same  fur  the  left,  and  some  prisoners  were  taken ;  but  a 
thick  fog  prerented  farther  pursuit,  and  the  loss  of  the 
French  was  nnknown :  that  of  the  alliea  waa  about  foot 
hundred. 

The  seventh  division  remained  on  the  m  tuntain.  Hill, 
foUowing  his  orders,  moved  by  a  short  but  rugged  way 
between  Dona  Maria  and  Ydlate  over  the  Great  B^e 
to  join  Wellington,  who  had  during  this  combat  entered 
the  Bastan.  Meanwhile  General  Byng,  previously  pushed 
forward,  had  captured  at  Elisoudu  a  large  convoy  of  pro- 
visions and  ammunition  left  there  by  D'Erlon,  had  made 
iereral  hundred  priaonewi  after  a  sharp  akirmish,  andaeiied 
the  pass  of  Maym^  Wellington  then  oocnpied  the  hills 
through  which  the  road  from  San  Eatovan  led  to  the 
Bastan,  and  full  of  hope  he  was  to  strike  a  terrible  blow  ; 
for  Soult^  after  pa&sing  Dooa  Maria,  had  halted  in  Saa 
Eatevan,  although  £ram  hia  acoata  he  knew  the  conToy 
had  been  taken  by  Byng.  He  waa  in  a  deep  valley,  and  four 
divisions  wtiu  Ichiud  the  crest  of  the  mountains  nvi  r- 
luukin|»  his  post ;  the  seventh  division  was  on  the  summit 
of  the  Doha  Maria  pass ;  the  light  diviaion  and  Graham'fl 
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Spaiuariis  were  marching  to  block  the  valley  at  Vera  and 
Echallar;  Byug  was  at  Maya,  and  Hill  was  moving  by 
Almandoz  just  behind  WeiliDgton:  a  few  hoon  gained 
and  the  French  must  sonender  or  dispene ! 

Strict  oideiB  were  ^ven  to  prevent  the  lighting  of  fires, 
the  stragi^liug  of  soldiers,  or  any  other  indication  of  the 
presence  of  troops,  and  the  Ensrlish  commander  placed 
himself  on  some  rocks  at  a  cuiniinant  point  from  whence 
he  conld  observe  every  movement  Soult  eeemed  tranqnil, 
and  when  fonr  of  hia  "^ww  d'amm"  were  seen  to  ride  np 
the  valley  in  a  careleeB  manner  some  8taff*officeiB  proposed 
to  cut  them  oil;  Wellington,  whose  object  was  to  hide  his 
own  presence  forbade  this,  but  the  next  moment  three 
marauding  English  soldiers  entered  the  valley  and  were 
carried  off  by  the  French  horsemen ;  half  an  hour  after- 
wards the  drams  beat  to  arms  and  the  columns  began  to 
move  out  of  San  Bstsvan  towards  Snmbilla.  Thus  the 
disobedience  of  three  plundering  knaves,  unworthy  of  the 
name  of  soldiers,  deprived  one  couiiummate  commander  of 
the  most  splendid  success^  and  saved  another  &om  the 
moat  terrible  disaster.* 

Sodt  walked  from  his  prison  yet  his  chains  still  hong 
upon  liim.  The  way  was  narrow,  the  multitude  great, 
the  basrgage,  and  the  wounded  men  borne  on  their  com- 
rades' shoulders,  filed  in  long  procession,  and  Clauzei'a 
troops,  forming  the  rear-guard,  were  still  near  San  Estevan 
the  next  morning.  Scarcely  had  th^  marched  a  league 
when  Cole's  skinnishera  and  the  Spaniards,  thronging 
along  the  heights  on  their  flank,  opened  a  fire  to  which 
little  reply  could  be  made;  the  smUIkts  and  baggage  then 
got  mixed  in  disorder,  numbers  tied  up  the  hills,  and  the 
energy  of  Soult,  whose  personal  exertions  were  conspicuous, 
could  scarcely  prevent  a  general  dispersion.  However 
prisoners  and  baggage  were  taken  at  every  step,  the  boldest 

*  The  hidM  as  ben  itated  were  fappHed  to  me  by  the  Dake  of 
WetBngtoii. 
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wore  (liriiiiaycd,  arid  worse  would  have  awaited  them,  if 
Wellington  had  been  m  other  points  well  seconded  by  his 
sabordinate  generals. 

Instead  of  taking  the  fint  load  leading  from  Sambill» 
to  Eeballar,  the  head  of  the  Freneh  oolnmn  jMuned  omvard 
towards  that  leading  from  the  bridge  near  Yanzi ;  the 
valley  narrowed  to  a  mere  cleft  in  the  rocks  as  they 
advanced,  the  Bidaaeoa  was  on  their  left,  and  there  was 
a  tribntaiy  torrent  to  cross,  the  bridge  being  defended  faj 
a  battalion  of  Spanish  Cacadores  from  Vera.  The  head 
of  the  column  was  now  as  much  disordered  as  the  rear, 
and  had  the  Car^adores  been  reinforced,  only  those  French 
near  kiumbilla,  who  could  take  the  road  from  that  plaoe  to 
Echallar,  would  have  escaped;  but  the  Spanish  genend 
Longa  kept  aloof^  D'Erlon  won  the  defile,  and  Beille'a 
divisions  were  following  when  a  new  enemy  appeared. 

The  light  divi.-5iuii  iiad  been  directed  to  head  the  French 
at  San  Estevan  or  Snmbilla.  The  order  was  received  on 
the  evening  of  the  31st,  and  General  Altcn,  threading  the 
defiles  of  Znbieta  and  descending  the  deep  valley  of  Lcarins, 
reached  Elgoriaga  about  mid-day  on  the  Ist  of  August, 
having  then  marohed  twenty-four  miles.  He  was  little 
.more  than  a  league  from  Estevan,  was  about  the  same 
distance  from  Sumbilla,  and  the  movement  of  the  French 
along  the  Bidassoa  was  immediately  discovered.  In- 
stead of  moving  direct  on  Snmbilla  he  tamed  to  his  left, 
ehunbered  np  the  f^reat  mountain  of  Santa  Cms  and  made 
for  the  bridge  of  Ymizi.  The  weatLtr  was  very  sultry,  the 
mountain  steep  and  hard  to  overcome,  many  men  fell  and 
died  convulsed  and  frothing  at  the  mouth,  others  whose 
spirit  and  strength  had  never  before  been  qneiled,  leaned 
on  their  mnskets  and  mattered  in  sallen  tones  that  they 
yielded  for  the  first  time  However,  towards  evening, 
after  marching  nineteen  consecutive  hours  and  over  forty 
miles  of  iiiuuntain  roads,  the  head  of  the  exhausted  column 
reached  the  edge  of  a  precipice  near  the  bridge  of  Yanzi* 
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Below  it,  within  pistol-shot,  Reille's  divisions  were  seen 
hurrying  forward  along  the  honid  dehie  in  which  thej 
were  pent  up,  a  fire  of  musketry  commenoed,  and  tiie  eoene 
which  followed  is  thus  deeoribed  by  an  eye-witneeB.* 

**  We  OYerlooked  the  enemy  at  stone's  throw,  and  from 
ihe  summit  of  a  tremendous  precipice.  The  river  sep«irated 
ugy  but  the  French  were  wedged  in  a  narrow  road  with 
inaocesaible  rocks  on  one  fdde  and  the  river  on  the  other. 
Gonfnnon  impoBsible  to  describe  followed,  the  wonnded 
were  tiiruwn  down  in  the  rush  and  trampled  upon,  the 
cavalry  drew  their  swords  and  endeavoured  to  charge  np 
the  pass  of  Echallar,  but  the  infeuoitry  beat  them  back,  and 
Sfrvend,  hones  and  all,  were  precipitated  into  the  river; 
some  fired  yerticaUy  at  ns,  wounded  called  out  for 
quarter,  while  others  pointed  to  them,  supported  as  they 
were  on  branches  of  trees,  on  which  were  suspended  great 
coats  clotted  with  gore,  and  blood-stained  sheets  taken 
from  different  habitations  to  aid  the  sufferers." 

On  these  mismble  supplicants  brave  men  conld  not  fire, 
and  so  piteous  was  the  spectacle  that  it  wjis  ^vith  averted 
or  doubtful  aim  they  shot  at  the  others,  although  the  latter 
rapidly  plied  their  muskets  in  passing,  and  some  in  their 
veteran  hardihood  even  dashed  across  the  bridge  of  Tanzi 
to  make  a  counter-attack.  It  was  a  soldier-like  but  vain 
effort,  the  night  found  the  British  in  possession  of  the 
bridf^e,  and  though  the  great  body  of  the  enemy  escaped 
by  the  mountain  path  to  EchaUar,  the  baggage  was  cut  off 
and  fell,  together  with  many  prisoners,  into  the  hands  of 
the  light  troops  which  were  still  hanging  on  the  rear  in 
pursuit  from  San  Est^van. 

That  day  the  French  losses  w«e  great,  yet  Wellington 
was  justly  discontented  with  the  result*  Neither  Longa 
nor  General  Alton  had  fulfilled  their  missions.  The 
former  should  have  stopped  D  'Erlon ;  the  latter  should  have 

*  Memoin  of  C«irtaiii,  now  H^or  Cooke,  Gent]«maii»at-Aimi, 
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passed  the  bridge  of  Yanzi  and  sti  uck  a  crreat  blow :  it  waa 
for  that  his  soldiers  had  made  such  a  prodigious  exert  i  n. 

In  the  ni^t  Soolt  lallied  has  diyirions  about  Ech&llar, 
and  on  tho  numung  <d  tha  2nd  oooapied  the  Poerto  of 
that  name.  His  left  waa  on  the  lockB  of  Za^ramnrdi ; 
bis  right  uii  the  IvantcUy  mountain,  communicating  with 
Villatfce,  who  held  certain  ridges  between  the  Ivantelly  and 
the  head  of  the  great  Khune  mountain.  GlauaeL  a  three 
diyisions^  reduced  to  six  thouaand  men,  wm  on  a  strong 
hill  between  the  Puerto  and  town  of  BchaUar.  This 
position  was  momentarily  adopted  by  SoxJt  to  make  Wel- 
lington discover  his  final  object,  but  that  general  would 
not  suffer  the  affiront.  He  had  the  fourth,  scTenth,  and 
light  diyisiona  in  hand,  and  resolved  to  fall  upon  01auzel» 
whoae  poeition  waa  dangerously  advanced. 

COMBATS  OF  ECUiXLAE  AND  IVANXELLY. 

From  Yanzi  the  light  division  marched  to  the  heights  of 
Santa  Barbara,  which  were  connected  with  the  Ivantelly, 
thus  turning  Claozel'a  position  and  menacing  Soult's 
rights  while  the  fourth  division  moved  to  attack  his  front, 
and  ihe  seventh  menaced  his  left ;  these  attacks  were  to 
be  simultaneous,  but  General  BariifS  led  Ins  brigade  of  the 
seventh  division  against  Clauzel's  strong  post  before  the 
fourth  and  light  divisions  were  seen  or  felt  A  vehe- 
ment fight  ensued,  yet  neither  the  steepness  of  the 
mountain,  nor  the  overshadowing  multitude  of  the  enemy, 
clustering  above  in  support  of  their  skirmishers,  could 
arrest  the  assailants,  and  the  astonishing  spectacle  was 
prescntcnl  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  driving  by  sheer  vsdour 
and  force  of  arms,  six  thousand  good  troops  from  ground 
so  rugged,  the  numbers  m%ht  have  been  reversed  and  the 
defence  made  good  without  much  merit.  Incalculable  is 
the  prepoiidciauce  of  moral  power  in  war  !  These  were  the 
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Frenchmen  who  had  assailed  the  terrible  rocks  above  San- 
roren,  with  a  force  and  energy  that  all  the  valour  of  the 
haidieBt  British  Teteraiig  scamly  sufficed  to  repel ;  yet  now, 
five  dayB  only  having  elapsed,  althoo^  posted  so  stroDglj, 
they  did  not  sustain  the  shock  of  one-fourth  of  their  own 
numbers  ?  And  at  this  very  time,  eighty  British  soldiers, 
the  comrades  and  equals  of  those  who  achieved  this  won- 
derful exploit,  having  wandered  to  plunder,  surendered  to 
some  French  peasants,  who  as  Lord  Wellington  truly  ob- 
served, they  would  under  other  circumstaiices  hate  eat 
vpl"  What  gross  igiinrance  of  human  nature  then  do 
those  writers  display  who  assert,  that  the  employing  o£ 
brate  force  is  the  highest  qoalification  of  ageneral  i 

Clanzel  fell  hack  fighting  to  a  strong  ridge  beyond  the 
pass  of  Echallar,  havinii;  his  right  covtred  by  the  Ivantelly 
mountain,  which  was  strongly  occupied.  ^Meanwhile  the 
light  division  ascended  the  broad  heights  of  Santa  Barbara, 
and  halted  nntil  the  operations  of  the  fonrth  and  serentii 
divisions  render  it  advisable  to  attack  the  Ivantelly,  which 
lifted  its  suojar-loaf  head  on  their  ri^-ht,  risinoj  as  it  were 
out  of  the  Santa  Barbara  heights,  and  shutting  them  off 
from  the  ridges  through  which  the  troops  beaten  at  Echallar 
were  now  retiring.  Evening  was  coming  on,  a  thick  mist 
capped  the  crowning  rocks,  where  a  strong  French  re^ment 
was  ensconced,  and  the  division,  besides  its  terrible  march 
the  previous  day,  had  been  for  two  days  without  suste- 
nance. Weak  and  fainting,  the  soldiers  were  leaning  on 
their  ams  when  the  advancing  fire  at  £challar  imported 
an  attack  on  the  Ivantelly,  and  Andrew  Barnard  led  five 

companies  of  riflemen  u]i  tlie  niountain.  Four  companies 
of  the  43rd  followed  m  support,  the  misty  cloud  descended 
lower,  the  riflemen  were  soon  lost  to  the  view,  and  the 
sharp  dang  of  their  weapons,  heard  in  distinct  reply  to 
the  more  sonorous  rolling  musketry  of  the  French,  told 
what  work  was  going  on.    For  some  time  the  echoes  ren* 
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iated  it  dtmMiil  haw  the  action  went,  but  ilie  following 

coDijianies  of  tlie  43rd  could  find  no  trace  of  itii  enemy 
flftve  the  killed  and  wounded :  Barnard  had  fought  his  way 
tinaidcd  and  without  a  check  to  the  summit,  where  hig 
dick-elothed  mariky  vetennB  naaed  their  Tiotoxiooi 
shoat  on  the  hi^eet  peak,  just  M  the  coming  night 
showed  the  lon(^  ridges  of  the  mountains  heyond  sparkling 
with  the  last  mufiket-ihk>hed  irom  Clauiel'a  troopa  rctinng 
in  disorder  inm,  EchaUar. 

This  day  cost  the  British  four  hnndied  men,  and  Wel- 
lington himself  nanowly  escaped  the  enemy's  hands.  He 
had  Uiktu  towards  Echallar  half  a  compiiiiy  of  the  43rd  as 
an  escort,  and  placed  a  sergeant,  named  Bloody  with  a 
par^  to  watch  in  firont  while  he  examined  his  maps.  A 
Flench  detachment  endeaTOUied  to  oat  the  party  off,  and , 
their  troops,  rushing  on  at  speed,  would  infallibly  have 
fallen  una^iurcs  upon  Wellington,  if  Blood,  leaping  down 
the  precipitous  rocks,  had  not  given  him  warning :  as  it 
was,  they  arrived  in  time  to  send  a  vdky  after  him  while 
galloping  away. 

Here  after  nine  days  of  contiuual  ni'  vcnn  nt,  during 
which  till  M  rious  actions  had  heen  fought,  the  operations 
ceased.  Ui  the  allies,  including  the  Spaniards,  seven 
thousand  three  hundred  officere  and  soldien  had  beeo 
killed  wounded  or  taken,  and  many  were  dispersed  fimn 
fatigue  or  to  plunder.  On  i]w  French  side  the  loss  was 
terrihle,  and  the  disorder  rendered  the  official  returns  inac- 
curate. Wellington  called  it  twelve  thousand,  but  hearing 
the  French  officers  admitted  more,  raised  his  estimate  to 
fifteen  thoosand.  The  engineer  BdmoB,  in  his  Jonnials  of 
Sieges  compiled  from  official  docimients,  sets  d<twn  above 
thirteen  thousand.  Soult  in  his  official  correspondence  at 
the  time,  gave  fifteen  hundred  for  Maya»  four  hundred 
Boncesvalles,  two  hundred  on  the  27th,  eighteen  hundred 
the  28th,  after  which  he  spoke  no  more  of  losses  by  battle. 
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There  remains  therefore  to  he  added,  the  comhats  of  Lin- 
zoain,  the  battles  of  Sanroren  and  Buenza  on  the  oOth, 
tiie  coiabatd  on  the  31st,  1st  and  2nd :  finally,  four  then- 
0and  iiT! wounded  prisoners.  Let  this  suffice.  It  is  not 
needful  to  Bound  the  stxeun  of  Uood  in  all  ita  hoirid 
depths. 
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CATALONIA. 

While  "Wellington  waa  thus  victorious  in  NaTame^ 
Lord  W.  Bentinck,  haying  reorganiied  Murray's  army  at 
Alicant)  waa  pvalung  the  war  in  Oatalonia ;  Ibr  to  that  pro* 
vince  Snehet  retired  alter  the  battle  of  Vittotia,  rdin- 

quiftliing  Valencia  and  Arragon  thou<;li  he  knew  Clauze! 
was  at  Zaiagoza.  Bat  in  oTery  waj  his  determination 
to  act  mdependentljy  however  injnriona  it  might  prove 
to  the  emperor's  interest,  was  apparent  Had  he  joined 
Ghuuel,  fortj-fire  thousand  men,  well  based  on  ^rtresses, 
would  have  menaced  Wellington's  right  flank  when  Soult 
took  the  command;  neitlur  Sebastian  nor  Pampeluna 
conld  then  have  been  inTested,  and  Souit's  recent  defeats 
woold  have  been  spared. 

Lord  WiUiam  Bentinck  had  command  of  the  Spanish 
armies  as  well  as  his  own,  and  Lord  Wellington  had 
planned  a  cautious  scheme  for  renewed  operations,  with 
reference  to  his  own  position  in  the  Pyrenees ;  but  Lord 
William,  whose  thonghis  were  ranning  on  Sidly  and  an 
invasion  of  Italy,  pushed  headlong  into  Catalonia,  and 
though  a  brave  and  able  man  he  did  not  meet  with  much 
success.  Having  passed  the  Ebro  late  in  July,  leaving 
the  fortress  of  Tostoza  behind  him,  he  on  the  30th  sat  down 
before  Taragona  with  his  own  and  Bel  Parqne's  armies. 

Up  to  this  time  the  Spaniards,  giving  copious  but  false 
information  to  Lord  William  and  none  to  Sachet,  had 
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indaced  a  series  of  erron  on  both  sides.  The  EngHshman 
thinking  his  advereaiy  weak  had  pressed  forwards  rashly. 
The  Frenchman  deeming  the  other's  holdness  the  result  of 

strength  thought  himself  weak,  and  awaited  reinforcements 
from  upper  Catalonia.  However  Suchet  soon  reeogniried  liig 
own  superior  force,  and  advanced  on  the  16th  of  August  to 
attack  with  thirty  thousand  men ;  and  then  Lord  William, 
also  discoyering  the  trae  state  of  afiaus,  refused  the  hatUe 
he  had  proroked  and  retired.  He  had  indeed  equal  num- 
bers, yet  of  a  (quality  not  to  be  put  m  competition  with  his 
opponents. 

During  the  retreat  his  brother  Lord  Frederick,  being  on 
the  left,  defeated  the  French  hnssais  with  a  loss  <tf  fifty 
men,  and  it  was  said  either  General  Hahert  or  Harispe 

was  taken  but  escaped  in  the  confusion.  This  checked  the 
enemy  and  in  the  mountains  above  Tortoza  the  allies 
halted.  Suchet  would  not  assail  them  there ;  he  destroyed 
the  works  of  Tangona  and  took  a  permanent  positioD 
behind  the  Llobr^t,  giying  np  the  fertile  Oampo  de  Tara- 
gona,  allowing  the  allies  to  inyest  Tortosa,  and  isolating 
himself  entirely  from  tliu  operations  m  A  avarre,  where  he 
might  hjivo  decided  the  war.  Seeing  this  timidity,  Lord 
William  again  moved  forward,  but,  again  misled  by  iaJse 
infonoation,  detached  Del  Paique's  army  by  the  way  of 
Tadela  to  Nayaxre.  Passing  himself  beyond  Tangona  to 
Villa  Franca,  he  placed  Colonel  Adam,  with  twelye  hundred 
incn,  ten  miles  in  advance  at  the  strong  pass  of  Uidal. 

In  this  position,  having  lost  Del  Part^ue's  army,  and  left 
Whittingham's  Spanish  division  in  the  rear  for  the  sake  of 
subsistence,  Lord  William  was  ea[posed  to  a  formidable 
attack  from  Snchet,  who  had  more  than  thirty  thousand 
men  on  the  Llohregat,  a  few  miles  off.  But  he  could  only 
be  approached  on  two  lines — one  in  front,  froui  Molino  del 
Rey,  by  the  royal  road  ;  the  other  on  his  left  by  ^lartorel 
and  San  Sadumi.  The  first  he  blocked  with  Adam's  corps, 
at  Ordal,  which  he  now  reinforced  with  three  bai 


Uiyitized  by  Google 


m  CATAXiONU*  SBPtSBCBBa,  1818.      [Book  xi^ 

a  sqaadron  of  >Spamsh  cavalry  ;  the  second,  a  rugged  and 
difficult  wijy  he  goaided  by  two  Catalan  corps  under  EroloB 
tnd  MansOi  remforoed  nith.  a  Oilabiw  hafttaHoa:  ihm 
mm  indeed  a  thiid  line  <m  hie  rig^t  bj  Ayionet,  but  it  nas 
little  bctttr  tlian  a  goat- path. 

He  had  designed  to  push  his  main  body  close  to  Ordal 
<m  the  eyening  of  the  l^th,  yet  from  some  slight  cause,  and 
in  war  dig^t  caneee  often  dekennine  the  &te  of  natione^ 
he  delayed  it  until  next  day.  Meanwhile  he  mwed  the 
country  in  advance  of  that  defile  without  discovering  an 
enemy,  his  conhdential  emissaries  assuzed  him  the  French, 
were  not  going  to  advanoe,  and  he  so  eatpraeed  himself  to 
Adam  on  his  letiuRL  Aiepoit  of  aeontraiytendeneywaa 
made  by  Colonel  Keeres  of  the  27th,  on  the  anthority  of  a 
Spanish  woman  who  h;id  before  proved  her  accuracy  imd 
ability  aa  a  spy,  but  she  was  now  disbelieved,  and  this 
inoiediili^  mm  unlbirtiinate ;  for  Smohet  thus  biaTod,  and 
hie  oommnnioation  with  Lerida  tbieatened  by  Maneo  on 
the  side  of  Martorel,  was  in  person  actually  marching  to 
attack  Orilal,  and  Becaen  and  Maurice  Mathieu  were 
turmng  the  kCt  by  Ean  Sarduxu. 

COMBAT  OF  OiiDAL. 

The  heights  occupied  by  Adam  rose  gradually  from  a 
magnificent  bridge,  by  which  the  main  road  was  carried 
over  a  deep  impracticable  lavine.  The  eeoond  battalion 
'  of  the  27th  British  Begjment  wae  on  the  ri^t,  eome  Ger- 
mans and  Swiss  with  six  guns  defended  a  dilapidated  htk 
commanding  the  mam  road.  The  Spaniards  were  in  the 
centre ;  the  Angio-Calabrese  on  the  left ;  a  British  squadron 
of  Ga?alry  in  reserve.  A  brij^t  mocmlight  fiicilita^  the 
moTements  of  the  Fieneh^  three  daring  sooats  sent  in 
adyance  discoyered  the  state  of  afiairs,  and  a  little  before 
midnight,  the  leading  column  under  General  Mesclop  parsed 
the  bridge  without  let  or  hindrance,  mounted  the  hp.jghta 
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with  a  npid  pace  and  driving  back  the  pickets  gave  the 
fiiBt  aUffm.  The  fi»t  effori  waB  againat  iha  27ihy  but  tha 
Ocormana  and  Spaniah  hattaliona  ware  also  aaaailed  in  ane- 

cession  ii^  the  French  masses  got  free  of  the  bridge :  the 
Calabrese  were  too  far  on  the  left  to  take  a  share  in  the 
aetion.  The  combat  was  fieiee  and  obstinate.  Harispe^ 
commanding  the  French,  oonatandy  outflanked  the  rig^  of 
tiie  allies,  and  at  the  same  time  prcaBed  their  centre,  where 
the  Spaniards  fuuglit  gallantly.  Adam  was  wounded  early, 
Beev<^  succeeded  him,  and  seeing  Lis  flank  tamed  and  his 
men  falling  iaat^  in  abort,  finding  himself  engaged  with  s 
whole  aimj  on  a  position  of  which  Adam  had  lost  the  key 
by  neglecting  tiie  bridge,  reaohed  to  letreat  He  first 
ordered  the  guns  to  fall  back,  but  scekinsr  to  cover  the 
movement  by  charging  a  column  of  the  enemy,  which  waa 
prasing  fonraid  on  the  hi^-ioad,  he  also  fell  aeverdy 
wounded  and  there  waa  no  leoogmaed  commander  on  the 
spot  to  succeed  him.  Then  the  afiair  became  confused. 
For  though  the  order  to  retreat  was  given  the  Spaniards 
continued  to  %ht  desperately,  the  27th  thought  it  shame 
to  abandon  them»  and  as  the  Germans  and  Swiss  still  held 
the  old  fovt  the  gons  came  back.  The  action  was  thus 
continued  with  great  fury,  and  Colonel  Carey  bringing  his 
Calabrese  into  line  from  the  left  menaced  the  right  flank 
of  the  French.  He  was  too  late.  The  Spaniards  OTer- 
lAehned  in  the  centre  wcte  by  that  time  broken,  the  rig^ 
waa  completely  tnmed,  the  old  finrt  waa  lost,  the  enemy'a 
skirmishers  got  into  the  rear,  and  at  three  o'clock  the  allies 
dispersed,  the  most  part  in  fliirht :  the  Spnnish  cavalry 
weie  then  overthrown  on  the  main  road  by  the  i*'rcQch  • 
hnssaiB  and  finir  gona  were  taken  in  the  tnmnlL 

Captain  Waldion  with  the  27th,  reduced  to  eighty  men, 
being  joined  by  Captain  Muller  with  about  the  dume  num- 
ber of  (Jermans  and  kSwIss,  broke  through  small  parties  of 
the  enemy  and  efiected  a  retreat  in  good  order  by  the  hills 
on  each  side  of  the  road.   Colonel  Caiey  endeaTOuied  to 
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gain  the  road  of  Sadomi  on  the  left,  but  met: tin-  with 
iJecatn  3  jr'  iJc  on  that  ?ide  retraic^  Lis  dtcp©,  crossed  the 
field  of  battle  in  the  rear  of  Sachet's  columns  and  made  fior 
Viik  ^im  de  Sitjo,  when  he  fivdiy  cmfattked  viUiovt 
loM^  MTe  ft  tern  rtrageleiiL  Tlie  ovcrllimr  wis  eomplete, 
and  the  priioncr^  w^r^  ilI  rirst  very  numerous,  vct  darkness 
enabled  many  to  escape,  and  two  thoofiand  "^f?^  toOik. 
refuge  with  Manso  and  Brdet. 

Sndie^  eontmntiig  hv  cavecar,  dond  ^MNit  nine  o'clock 
m  Lord  W.  Bentindc,  vho  vetiied  akirmMhing  bduad 
Viil  I  I'ranca.  He  was  there  assailed  bv  the  French  horse- 
men,  some  of  which  fell  oa  his  lear-goard,  while  others 
edged  to  their  right  to  secore  the  oominiuucation  with 
Decaen^  and  tiie  latter  was  looked  for  by  both  parties  with 
great  aaxietj:  he  was  however  delayed  by  the  wirirtancie 
of  Manso  and  Erole^  lu  the  rugecd  country  between 
Martorel  and  SadomL  Suchet's  cavalry  therefore,  con- 
turned  to  infest  the  rear  of  the  retreating  ann j  until  it 
readied  »  deep  banaoo,  where,  the  passage  being  dangerotis 
and  the  Frenoh  horsemen  importonate,  that  braTe  and 
honest  soldier,  Lord  Frederick  l>caunck,  charged  their 
right,  and  fitting  hand  to  hand  with  the  enemy's  gene- 
lal  Myen^  wmmded  him  and  oyerthrew  hia  aqnadioiu 
They  lalHed  indeed  upon  fhcir  dn^^oons  and  endearoiired 
to  turn  tlic  flank,  but  were  stopped  by  the  fire  of  two  guns  ; 
and  meanwhile  the  cuirassierii  on  the  French  left,  wliile 
pressing  the  I5run^^wick  hussars  and  menacing  the  infantry, 
were  roughly  oheoked  by  the  fire  of  the  10th  Regiment. 
This  cavahry  action  was  yigorous,  and  the  allies  lost  moie 
.  than  ninety  men  ;  tin  liaranco  was  however  safely  passed 
and  about  three  o'clock  the  pursuit  ceased.  The  Catalans 
meanwhile  had  retreated  towards  Igolada  and  the  An^^o- 
Sicilians  retbed  to  Taragona. 

Lord  WiUiam  Bentinck  then  retomed  to  Sicily,  leafing 
the  command  to  Sir  William  Clinton,  lie  hud.  eommitted 
errors,  hot  the  loss  at  Urdal  was  due  to  the  folly  of  Goionei 
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Adam,  and  whoever  relies  on  his  capacity  in  peace  or  war 
will  be  disappointed. 

BEKEWED  SI£G£  OF  SAN  SEBASTIAIT. 

After  the  combats  of  Echallar  and  lyantelly  Souk  rc 
sumed  his  fonner  defensive  positions,  that  is  to  say,  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Bidassoa  up  its  right  bank  to  Vera,  and 
from  thence  by  the  lower  ranges  of  the  Pyrenees  to  St 
Jean  Pied  de  Port.  Lord  Wellington  also  reoccapied 
his  old  position  on  the  iniiiu  spiiic  and  on  the  advuiiced 
counter  ridges,  which  gave  him  the  command  of  the  Bastau 
and  the  vaUcy  of  San  Estevan.  Many  causes  had  con- 
cunred  to  deter  him  from  poshing  his  sneoess^  and  thoi^h 
ihis  termination  was  scarcely  defensible  on  great  military 
principles,  the  difficulties  were  so  great  tliat  he  contented 
himself  with  renewing  the  siege  of  San  Sebastian,  the 
blockade  of  which  had  been  always  maintained. 

On  the  8th  of  August  the  attack  was  renewed  by  sink** 
ing  a  shaft  and  driving  a  gallery  to  countermine  the  enemy, 
who  was  supposed  to  he  working  under  the  cask  redoubt ; 
but  water  rose  to  the  height  of  twelve  feet,  the  work  was 
discontinued,  and  the  siege  itself  was  vezationsly  delayed 
by  the  n^ligenoe  of  the  English  goTemment  generally, 
as  to  providing  guns  and  stores,  and  by  the  astounding 
insulting  refusal  of  the  Admiralty  to  supply  the  necessary 
naval  aid.  To  use  Lord  Wellington's  expression.  "  JSltice 
Great  Britain  had  been  a  natal  power^  a  British  army 
had  never  b^e  been  left  in  such  a  eituaiionat  a  moet  imr 
portant  moment" 

Durini^  this  forced  inactivity  the  garrison  received  sup- 
plies and  reinforcements  by  sea,  repaired  the  damaged 
works,  raised  new  defences,  filled  the  mag^nes,  a^d  pnt 
sixty-seven  pieces  of  artillery  in  a  condition  to  play.  Eight 
hundred  and  fifty  men  had  been  killed  and  wounded  since 
the  commencement  of  the  siege ;  but  more  than  two  thou* 
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Mad  six  bondred  good  aoildien  wen  .still  under  aims,  and 

to  riliow  their  confidence  celebrated  the  emperor's  birthday 
by  crowning  the  cattle  with  a  splendid  illumination — cn- 
Giroling  it  with  a  £ery  l^eud  to  his  honour  in  characteis 
BO  laige  IB  to  be  distinctly  read  by  the  beBiegera 

On  the  19ili  of  August,  a  battering  tndn  demanded  by 
Wellincrton  three  m<»ntlis  before,  did  iirn\c  from  England, 
and  in  the  night  of  the  22nd  fifteen  heavy  pieces  were 
plaoed  in  battery.  A  second  battering  train  came  on  the 
23xdy  angmenting  the  nnmber  of  pieces  to  a  handled  and 
seventeen  ;  but  with  cbaiaoteristk  official  negligence,  this 
enormous  uriuament  brought  shot  and  i>helL>  for  onlj  une 
day's  consiiniption  i 

On  the  24th  the  Chofire  batteries  were  enlarged,  and  two 
batteries  were  bigim  on  the  heists  of  BartolomeOy  designed 
to  bleach  the  ftoes  of  the  hcm-woik  of  St  John  and  the 
end  of  the  hi<:h  curtain,  which  rose  in  gradation  one 
above  another  in  the  same  line  of  shot.  The  approaches 
on  the  isthmns  were  poshed  forwavd  by  the  sap,  bat  the  old 
trenches  were  still  imperfect,  and  at  daylight  on  the  25th  » 
sally  from  the  horn-work  swept  the  left  of  the  parallel, 
injured  the  sap,  and  nuuie  pome  prisoners. 

On  the  ^Utli  hfty-seven  pieces  opened  with  a  general 
salYO,  and  continaed  to  play  with  astounding  noise  and 
rapidity  ontil  ersning.  The  firing  from  the  Ghofres  de- 
stroyed the  revetment  of  the  demi-bastion  of  St.  John,  and 
nearly  ruined  the  towers  at  tlie  old  breach,  together  ^nth 
the  wall  connc*cting  them ;  but  from  the  i.<thma8,  the  b^ 
teiies  only  injored  the  hom-work,  and  Wellington,  who  was 
present  at  this  attack,  ordered  a  new  one  of  six  guns  to  be 
constnicted  amonirat  some  ruined  houses  on  the  riijht  of 
the  parallel,  and  only  three  hundred  yardiJ  from  the  main 
front :  two  shafts  were  also  sank  for  driving  gallecieB  to 
protect  this  battery  against  the  enem/s  mines. 

In  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  boats  of  the  sqnadroifty 
carrying  a  liuudicd  boldiots,  put  uiT  to  attack  the  iiland 
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of  Santa  Clara,  and  landed  with  some  difficulty  under  a 
heavy  fire,  jet  took  the  island  with  a  loss  of  twenty-eight 
men  and  officers,  eighteen  being  seamen. 

In  tJie  niLilLt  of  the  :^7th  the  French  sallied  against  ihc 
new  battery  on  the  isthmus,  hut  on  the  cdc^e  of  the  trenches 
the  9th  Regiment  met  and  checked  them  with  the  bayonet 

At  daybieak  the  besiegeiB'  fire  was  extremely  heavy,  and 
the  shrapnel  shells  were  supposed  to  be  deetnictiye ;  the 
practice  was  however  very  uncertain,  the  shells  frequently 
Hew  amongst  the  guards  in  the  parallel  and  one  struck  the 
held-officcr  of  the  day.  To  meet  sallies  the  trenches  were 
famished  with  banqnettes  and  puapets ;  yet  the  work  was 
slow,  because  the  Spanish  authorities  of  Oniposcoa  neg- 
lected to  provide  carts  to  convey  mat*  rials  from  the  woods, 
and  this  hard  labour  was  performed  by  the  Portuguese 
soldiers. 

Lord  Wellington  again  visited  tiie  works  on  the  28th, 
and  in  the  night  the  advanced  batteiy,  which  at  the  desire 

of  the  chief  engineer  I'ktcher  had  been  constructed  for 
only  four  guns,  was  armed  and  opened  the  29th ;  bat  an 
aoddent  kept  back  one  gon^  the  enemy's  fire  dismounted 
another,  and  thus  only  two  instead  of  six  guns,  as  Wel- 
lington had  designed,  smote  Si  John  and  the  end  of  the 
high  curtain.  The  general  firing  however  damacrcd  the 
castle  and  the  town- works,  their  guns  were  nearly  silenced, 
and  B3  sixty-three  pieces,  of  which  twenty-nine  threw  shells 
or  sphenoal  case-shot,  were  now  in  play  from  the  Ghofres, 
the  snperioritj  of  ilie  besf^ers  was  established. 

At  this  time  the  I'rumea  was  discovered  to  be  fordable 
by  Captain  Alexander  Macdouald  of  the  artillery,  who  had 
Toiantanly  waded  across  in  the  ni^t,  paflsed  close  nnder 
the  works  to  tiie  breach  and  retomed.  Hence,  as  a  few 
minntes  would  suffice  to  bring  the  enemy  into  the  Ghofire 
batteries,  to  save  the  guns  from  being  tspiked  their  vents 
were  covered  with  iron  plates  fastened  by  chains ;  and  this 
was  also  done  at  the  advanced  batteiy  on  the  isthmiui. 
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The  materials  for  a  battery  to  take  the  defences  of  the 
MoDte  Orgullo  in  reverse  were  now  sent  to  the  islaad  of 
Santa  Clm,  and  some  pieces  on  the  Chofires  were  tamed 
against  tiie  retaining  wall  of  the  hom-work,  in  the  hope  of 

shaking  down  any  roines  there  without  destroying  the  wall 
itself,  which  oilered  cover  for  the  troops  advancing  to  the 
assault. 

.On  the  isthmiiB  the  trenches  wm  now  wide  and  good, 
the  sap  was  pushed  to  the  demi-hastion  of  the  hom-weriic, 

ainl  the  sea-wall  supporting  the  high  road  into  the  town, 
which  had  cramped  the  formation  of  the  columns  iu  the 
first  assault,  was  broken  through,  giving  acoeas  to  the 
atiaad  and  shortening  the  way  to  the  breaches. 

In  this  state  a  &]se  attack  was  ordered  in  the  night  to 
iiiuke  the  enemy  spring  his  uiinc^,  a  desperate  sorvice, 
executed  l>y  Lieutenant  Macadam.  The  order  was  sudden, 
no  volunteers  were  demanded,  no  rewards  offered,  no  means 
of  excitement  resorted  to ;  yet  snch  is  the  inherent  bravery 
of  British  soldiera,  that  seventeen  men  of  the  royals,  the 
nearest  at  hand,  immediately  leaped  forth  ready  and 'wil- 
ling to  encounter  what  seemed  certain  death.  With  a 
rapid  pace,  all  the  breaching  battens  playing  hotly  at  the 
time,  they  reached  the  foot  of  the  breach  unperoeiTed  and 
roshed  np  in  extended  order  shontiiig  and  faii^ ;  but  the 
Freneli  musketry  laid  the  whole  party  luu  wiUL  exception 
of  their  commander. 

On  the  «K>th,  the  sea  flank  of  the  place  being  opened 
from  the  half-bastion  of  8t  John  to  the  most  distant  of 
the  old  breaches,  five  hnndred  feet,  the  Ohofre  batteries 
were  turned  again«?t  the  castle  and  defences  of  Monte  Or* 
guilo,  while  the  advanced  battery  on  the  isthmus  demo* 
lished,  in  conjunction  with  the  fire  fipom  the  Chores,  the 
face  of  Si  John  and  the  end  of  the  high  cnrtain  above  it. 
The  whole  of  that  quarter  was  now  in  ruins,  for  the  San 
Bartolomco  batteries  had  broken  the  demi-hasti«in  of  the 
hom-work  and  cut  away  the  palisades.    Then  Wellington, 
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again  coming  to  the  siege,  ie8oi?dd  to  make  a  lodgement 
on  the  breach,  and  ordered  an  aasanH  for  th»  next  day  at 
eleven  o'clock,  when  the  ebb  of  tide  would  leave  foil  space 

between  the  hom-wurk       the  water. 

The  gallencs  on  the  isthmus  had  now  been  pushed  close 
up  to  the  sea  wall,  and  three  mines  were  formed,  with  the 
doable  object  of  opening  an  easy  way  for  the  troopB  to 
reach  the  stiand  and  rendering  useless  any  sabterraaean 
defensive  works  uf  the  enemy.  At  two  o'clock  iu  the 
morning  they  were  sprung  and  opened  three  wide  passages, 
which  weie  immediately  connected,  and  a  traverse,  six  feet 
high,  was  ran  across  the  month  of  the  main  trench  on  the 
left  to  screen  the  opening  from  the  grape-shot  of  the  castle. 
Everythinr^  was  then  ready  for  the  assault,  but  ere  that 
terrible  event  is  told  the  French  state  of  defence  must  be 
made  known. 

'  General  Graham  had  been  before  the  place  fifty-two  days, 
daring  thirty  of  which  the  attack  was  eospended.  All  that 

time  the  garrison  had  laboured  incessantly,  and  though  the 
heavy  lire  of  the  besiegers,  since  the  appeared  to  have 
mined  the  defences  of  the  enormous  breach  in  the  sea  flank 
it  was  not  so.  A  perpendicolar  ^  behind,  of  more  than 
twenty  feet,  barred  progress,  and  b^ond  that,  amongst  the 
ruins  of  the  burned  houses,  was  a  strong  counter  wall  fifteen 
feet  high,  loopholol  for  musketry  and  extending  in  & 
pazalMi  direction  with  the  breaches,  which  were  also  cat 
off  from  the  soond  part  of  the  rampart  by  traverses  at  the 
extremities.  The  only  really  practicable  road  into  the  town 
was  by  the  narrow  end  of  the  high  curtain  above  the  half 
bastion  of  St.  John. 

In  front  of  the  loopholed  wall,  aboat  the  middle  of  the 
great  breadi,  stood  the  tower  of  Los  Homos,  still  capable 
of  some  defence,  and  beneath  it  a  mine  was  charged  with 
twelve  hundred  weight  of  powder.  The  streets  were  all 
trenched  and  furnished  with  traverses  to  .cover  a  retreat 
to  Monte  Orgnllo ;  and  before  the  main  breach  coald  be 
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eren  reach^  a  lodgment  was  to  be  effected  in  the  horn- 
work  ;  or,  18  in  the  fonner  assault,  the  adTance  made  imder 
a  flankiiig  fin  of  moskotrf  for  two  hundred  J9xd^  tke  lint 
step  bdng  close  to  the  n&tk  mil  at  a  stlicnt  angle,  where 

two  mines  charged  with  eight  hundred  pounds  of  powder 
were  prepared  to  overwhelm  the  advancing  columns.  To 
support  this  fljstem  of  retrenchments  and  mines  there  was 
Still  one  nxteen*|KNiBder  at  St  Elmo  flankiiig  the  left  of 
the  hreaehes  on  tiie  riyer  free ;  a  twel've  and  an  dghi- 
pounder  in  the  casemates  of  the  cavalier  to  sweep  the 
land  lace  of  St.  John  ;  many  gims  from  the  Monte  Urgullo, 


and  there  was  afbur-pounder  hidden  on  the  horn- 
work  to  open  doling  the  asnudt.   Neither  tiie  resolntion 

of  the  governor  nor  the  courage  of  the  garrison  was  abated, 
but  the  overwhelnung  tire  had  reduced  the  fighting  men, 
and  fiey,  who  had  only  two  hundred  tnd  fi%  in  resenre, 
demanded  of  Bonlt  whether  his  hraTe  garrison  sfaonld  be 
exposed  to  another  assault       Th4i  arm^  ttauld  endeatour 
to  succour  him  ''  was  ^e  reply,  and  he  abided  his  fate. 

This  assault  before  the  defences  rained  was  ob- 
fionsl J  a  repetition  of  the  fonner  fitel  enrar ;  and  the  me 
genersls  who  had  before  pnUiclj  disapprored  of  the  opera* 
tions  now  more  freely  dealt  out  censures,  which,  not  ill- 
founded,  were  most  ill-timed,  because  doubts  descend  from 
the  commanders  to  the  soldiers.  Lord  Wellington  thoii^t 
the  fifth  division  had  been  thus  diseooiaged,  and  inoensed 
at  the  eanse,  demanded  fifty  Tolnnteen  from  eadi  of  tiie 
fifteen  regiments  composing  the*  lirst  fourth  and  light 
divisions^  tmn  who  could  show  other  troops  how  to  m<m»t 
m  breach.*'  That  was  the  phrase  employed,  and  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  gaUaat  soldien  instantiy  marohed  to 
San  Sebastian  in  answer  to  the  appeal  Oohmd  Gooke 
and  Major  Robertson  led  the  p^ards  and  Germans  of  the 
first  division;  Major  Rose  commanded  the  men  of  the 
fourth  divinon ;  Colonel  Hont^  an  officer  who  had  abeady 
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won  his  promotion  at  former  aBsaaltsf,  kd  tlie  £erce  rngged 
-vctaans  of  the.  light  diviaioii :  yet  thflce  wm  good  offion 
and  bmTB  soldiere  in  the  fifth  cKiririon. 

At  first  a  siuipk  lodgment  on  the  great  breach  was 
designed,  and  the  volunteers  and  one  brigade  of  the  fifth 
divirion  only  were  to  be  empl<r|red ;  but  in  a  connoil  hdd 
«t  night,  Major  Smith  maintained  that  the  orden  were 
misanderstood,  as  no  lodgment  eonld  he  finrmed  miless  the 
high  curtain  waa  gained,  and  (  I  pneral  Oswald  was  of  the 
same  opinion :  hence  the  remainder  of  the  fifth  division 
was  broiight  to  the  treochee,  and  General  firadfoid,  having 
offered  the  Bervioea  of  his  Portogiieae  brigide,  had  a  diseie- 
tion  to  ford  the  Ununea  from  the  Chofres  and  assail  the 
farthest  breach. 

General  Leith,  commanding  the  fifth  division,  directed 
the  attack  fitom  the  isthmns,  and  being  offended  at  the 
arrival  of  the  ToltmteerB  would  not  soffiBr  them  to  lead 
the  assault ;  some  he  spread  along  the  trendies  to  keep 
down  the  fire  of  the  horn-work,  the  remainder  he  kept  in 
reserve  with  Hay's  British  and  Spiye's  Pertagaese  bri- 
gades. Bobioson's  brigade  was  to  asnnlt  in  two  colnnins, 
one  at  the  old  breach  between  the  towers,  the  o&iet  at  St 
John  and  the  end  uf  the  high  curtain.  The  small  breach 
was  left  for  Bradford,  and  some  large  boats  filled  with 
troopB  were  to  menace  the  back  of  Monte  Oigullo  from 
the  ocean :  Gxaham  overlooked  all  the  opeiationB  from  the 
Chofres. 

STORK  OF  8AH  SBSASnAIT. 

The  morning  of  the  diet  broke  heavily,  and  as  a  thick 
fog  bid  eveiy  object  the  batteries  conld  not  open  nntil 

eight  o'clock,  but  from  that  hour  a  constant  shower  of 
heavy  missiles  was  poured  upon  the  besieged  until  eleven: 
then  Bobinson's  hiigade  got  out  of  the  trenches,  passed 
through  the  opeiungB  in  the  sea-wall  and  was  laimched 
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bodily  agitiiist  the  breaches.  While  this  column  was  gather- 
ing on  the  strand,  near  the  saHent  angle  of  the  hom-w  urk, 
twelve  men  under  a  serjeanty  whose  heroic  death  has  not 
sufficed  to  preserve  his  name,  nnning  violently  forward, 
bad  leaped  on  the  eoyered  way  to  out  the  sausage  of  the 
enemy's  mines ;  that'madethe  French  fire  the  train  prema- 
turely ;  and  though  the  scrjeant  and  liis  brave  followers 
were  destroyed,  and  the  high  6ua-wull  tliro\ni  with  a  dread- 
ful crash  upon  the  head  of  the  advancing  column,  not  more 
than  forty  men  were  crushed  and  the  rush  was  scarcely 
cheeked.  The  forlorn  hioipe  had  passed  h^ond  tiie  play 
of  the  mine,  and  was  speeding  along  the  strand  amidst  a 
shower  of  grape  and  shells,  the  kadei,  Lieutenant  Mac- 
guire  of  the  4th  regiment,  conspicuous  from  his  long  white 
plume  his  fine  figure  and  his  swiftness,  bounding  far 
ahead  of  his  men  in  all  the  pride  of  youthful  strength 
and  courage ;  but  at  the  foot  of  the  great  breach  he  fell 
dead,  and  the  Btoriners  swept  Hkc  a  a:ii  k  surge  over  his 
body:  many  died  with  him  and  the  trickling  of  wounded 
men  to  the  rear  was  incessant. 

A  broad  strand  had  been  left  by  the  retreating  tide 
and  the  sun  had  dried  the  rocks,  yet  ihej  still  broke  the 
ranks  and  the  main  breach  was  two  hundred  yards  off ; 
the  Freneh  also,  seeing  the  first  mass  of  assailants  pass 
the  horn-work  without  attacking,  crowded  to  the  river 
face  and  poured  their  musketry  into  the  flank  of  the 
second  column  as  it  mshed  al<mg  a  few  yards  below  them: 
yet  still  running  forward  the  British  returned  this  fire 
without  slackening  their  speed.  Then  the  batteries  of  the 
IMotite  Orgullo  and  the  St.  Elmo  sent  showers  oi  shot  and 
shells  down  on  them,  the  two  pieces  on  the  cavalier  swept 
the  breach  in  St  John,  and  the  four-pounder  in  the  horn* 
work,  being  suddenly  mounted  on  the  'broken  bastion^ 
poured  grape-shape  into  their  rear. 

Although  scourged  thus  with  fire,  and  their  array  broken 
by  shot  and  by  the  rocks,  the  stormers  reached  tho  great 
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bieacli,  and  the  head  of  the  firat  coltmn  mcmnted ;  bat 
the  unexpected  golf  beyond  couM  only  be  passed  at  a  few 

places  where  meagre  parcels  uf  the  buracd  houses  were 
still  attached  to  the  rampart,  and  the  deadly  clatter  of 
the  French  muskets  from  the  loop-holed  wall  beyond  soon 
strewed  the  nanow  crest  of  the  ruins  with  dead.  In  Tain 
the  following  mnltiiade,  ooTering  the  ascent,  sought  an 
entrance  at  every  part ;  to  advance  was  impossible,  and 
the  mass  slowly  bunk  duwiiwards,  yet  remained  stubborn 
and  immoveable  on  the  lower  part  There  they  were 
covered  from  the  mnsketiy  in  front,  yet  from  several 
isobited  points,  especially  the  tower  of  Las  Homos  imder 
which  the  groat  mine  was  placed,  the  French  still  strack 
them  with  small  arms,  and  the  iirtillcry  from  Monte  Or- 
gollo  poured  shells  and  grape  without  intermission. 

Meanwhile  at  the  St.  John  afiairs  were  worse.  To 
leach  the  top  of  the  high  curtain  was  quite  practicable,  and 
the  efforts  to  force  a  way  were  persevering  and  constant ; 
but  the  slauj^hter  was  in  proportion  ;  for  the  trayenne  on 
the  flank  was  defended  by  French  grenadiers  who  would 
not  yield,  the  two  gons  on  the  cavalier  swept  the  front 
faoe,  and  the  four*pouider  and  the  musketry  from  the  horn- 
work  swept  the  river  fuse.  In  the  midst  of  this  destruc- 
tion some  sappers  and  a  working  party  attached  to  the 
assaultins;  columns,  endeiivuurod  to  form  a  lodsTuent ;  but 
no  artificial  materials  had  been  provided,  and  most  of  the 
labourers  were  killed  before  they  could  raise  cover. 

During  this  time  the  batteries  kept  up  a  constant 
counter-fire  which  killed  many  French,  and  the  reserre 
brigades  of  liie  fifUi  division  gradually  M  the  attack  until 
the  left  wing  of  the  9th  regiment  only  remained  in  the 
trenches.  The  volunteers  who  had  been  with  difficulty 
restrained  in  the  parallel,  calling  out  to  know,  "  tr^y  ti^ 
had  been  brought  ikere  if  tkeif  were  not  io  lead  ike  at- 
eauUj* — ^these  fierce  and  terrible  men,  whose  presence  had 
given  buck  o^Tcnce  to  Leith  that  he  would  have  kept  theo^ 
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Altogether  from  the  assault,  being  now  ]>erftjrce  lot  loose, 
went  like  a  whirlwind  to  the  breaches  and  swaxmed  up 
tiiftfiioeof  the  none;  Imt  on  tiM  mil  dMStmmcf  fixe 
ttrabk  axkl  ^ey  euBa  down  like  a  filling  wall ;  ercmd.  after 
crowtl  were  seen  to  mount,  to  totter,  to  sink,  and  when  the 
smoke  floated  awaj  the  summit  bore  no  liying  man. 

Graham,  standing  on  the  nearest  of  the  Gho&e  batteries, 
bebeld  this  fiightfol  destnietUm  witih  s  Bt«n  racdiittoii  lo 
win  at  any  eost,  and  he  was  a  man  to  have  put  himself 
at  the  liead  of  the  last  comjtaiiv  and  died  sword  in  hand 
rather  than  sustain  a  second  defeat :  but  neither  his  con- 
fidtfkce  nor  his  lesottwes  irm  jet  exhausted.  He  directed 
a  new  attack  on  the  hm^iraik,  and  eonoentratbg  the  lbs 
of  fifty  heavy  pieees  upon  the  high  curtain  sent  hn  diet 
over  the  heuJa  of  the  troops  irathcred  at  the  foot  of  the 
breach ;  and  the  fearful  stream  of  missiles,  pouring  along 
the  upper  smfiice  of  the  hi|^  curtain  broke  down  the  tm* 
▼etses,  shattering  all  things  and  strewing  the  vsmpart  with 
the  mangled  limbs  of  the  defenders.  When  this  flight  of 
btdlcts  first  swept  ovor  the  heads  of  the  soldiers  a  cry  arose, 
from  some  inexperienced  people,  io  retire  hecamte  tks 
haUmee  wm^Jinm^  cm  tk$  ttcmm^;  *'  hat  the  veteruiB  off 
die  light  division,  bein^  at  that  point,  were  net  to  he  ee 

disturbed,  and  in  the  very  heat  rnid  fury  ui  the  caniionade 
effected  a  solid  lodgment  in  some  house  mins  actoallj 
within  the  rampart,  on  the  right  of  the  great  bsaach. 

For  half  an  honr  the  honid  tempwt  smote  npon  the 
works  and  the  houses  behind,  and  lien  suddenly  ceased, 
when  the  clatter  of  French  muskets  was  again  he.ad,  shew- 
ing that  the  assailants  were  still  in  activity.  At  the 
same  time  the  13th  Portuguese  regiment  under  Major 
SnodgiasB,  followed  by  a  detachment  off  the  24fth  under 
Colonel  Mftobean,  entered  the  river  from  the  Ohofres.  The 
ford  was  deep,  the  water  rose  above  the  waist,  and  when 
the  soldiers  reached  the  middle  of  the  stream,  two  hundred 
jaids  wide,  a  shower  of  grspe  struck  the  column  with  tor* 
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lible  havoc ;  yet  the  sarvivors  closed  and  moTed  on.,  A 
seotmd  disehaige  tore  the  lanka  from  front  to  rear;  atOl 
the  regiment  m<md  on,  and  amidst  a  oonlnBed  five  of 

mnsketry  from  the  ramparts,  and  artillery  from  St.  Elmo 
the  castle  and  the  Mirador,  landed  and  rosbed  against  the 
third  broach,  while  Macbeaa's  men  leinfoioed  the  gi^t 
IneacL  The  fighting  then  again  became  finoe  snd  obeti^ 
nate  at  all  the  breadies ;  yet  the  French  mnske^vy  stili 
rolled  with  deadly  cffcctj  the  heaps  of  blaiii  increased,  and 
once  more  the  great  mass  of  stormcrs  sunk  to  the  toot  of 
the  rains  unable  to  win :  the  living  sheltered  themselves  as 
they  eoold,  and  the  dead  and  wennded  lay  so  thiokly  that 
haidlj  could  it  be  judged  whether  the  hnrt  or  unhurt  were 

most  nuiiitruus. 

It  was  now  evident  the  assault  must  fail  unless  some 
aoddent  intervened;  for  the  tide  was  riamg,  the  reserves 
nil  eiifj^ged,  and  no  greater  efot  conld  be  expected  from 
men  whose  passionate  courage  had  been  already  pushed  to 
the  versre  of  madn^s.  Fortune  intervened.  A  number  of 
powder  barrels  live  shells  and  combustible  materials  accu- 
mulated behind  the  trsTeraes  caught  fire^  a  bright  con- 
soming  flame  wrapped  the  high  curtain,  a  snoceBsion  of 
explosions  followed  and  hundreds  of  the  French  CTcnadiers 
were  destroyed ;  the  rest  were  thrown  into  contusion,  and 
while  the  ramparts  were  still  involved  with  suffocating 
eddies  of  smoke  the  British  soldiera  broke  in  at  the  first 
travene.  The  French,  bewildered  by  this  terrible  disaBter, 
yielded  for  a  moment,  yet  soon  rallied  and  a  close  des- 
perate struggle  took  place  along  the  summit  of  the  high 
cortain,  but  the  frnry  of  the  stonners,  whose  numbers  in> 
creased  everj  moment,  could  not  be  stemmed;  the  colonrs 
on  the  cavalier  were  torn  away  by  Lientenaat  Oethin 
of  the  11th  resriment ;  the  horn-work  the  land  front 
below  the  curtain  and  the  loop-holed  wall  behind  the 
great  breach  were  all  abandoned,  and  then  the  li^t  divi- 
sion soldieiB,  already  established  in  the  ndns  on  the  French 
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left,  penetrated  into  the  streets  ;  and  at  the  same  moment 
the  Portogaese  at  the  small  hreach^  mixed  with  Britiah 
niio  had  wandered  to  that  point  seddng  for  an  entrance^ 
hoist  in  on  their  side. 

Five  houra  this  ^Ir*  adful  battle  had  lasted  at  the  walk, 
and  now  the  stream  of  war  went  pounng  into  the  town ; 
yet  the  nndannted  goyemor  still  dispated  the  vietoiy  at 
his  harricades,  althoogh  several  hundreds  of  men  had  heea 
cut  off  in  the  horn-work,  and  his  garrison  was  so  reduced 
that  even  to  retreat  bihiiul  tlie  line  of  defence  separating 
the  town  from  Monte  OrguUo  was  ditiicult :  however  tho 
troops,  fljing  from  the  horn-work  on  the  harbour  flank, 
broke  throngh  a  body  of  the  British  near  the  fortified  con- 
vent of  Santa  Tdresa,  and  that  post  was  still  retained  by 
the  French  within  the  town.  It  was  thought  ^loDtc  Or- 
guUo  might  have  been  then  caiiied  if  a  commander  of 
rank  to  diieot  the  troops  had  been  at  hand;  but  as  in  the 
first  assault,  whether  from  wounds  or  accident  no  general 

entered  the  jdace  until  lonir  after  the  breach  had  l)ecn  Avon, 
the  battalion  othcers  were  embarra^cd  for  want  of  orderjj, 
and  a  thunder-storm,  coming  down  the  mountains  with 
unbounded  fury  just  as  the  place  was  eanied,  added  to  the 
confusion  of  the  %ht^the  opportunity  was  thus  lost 

This  stonn  seemed  to  be  a  signal  from  liell  for  the  per- 
petration of  villany  which  would  have  shamed  the  most 
ferodous  barbarians  of  antiquity.  At  Ciudad  Eodrigo 
intozieation  and  plund^  had  been  the  principal  objects ; 
at  Badajos  lust  and  murder  were  joined  to  rajnue  and 
drunkeiiiicss ;  at  Han  Sebastian,  the  direst,  the  most 
revolting  cruelty  was  added  to  the  catalogue  of  crimes: 
one  atrocity,  of  which  a  girl  of  seventeen  was  the  victim, 
staggers  the  mind  by  its  enormous,  incredible,  indescribable 
barbarity.  Some  order  was  at  first  maintained,  but  the 
resolution  to  throw  off  discipline  was  quickly  made  mani- 
fest A  British  staff-officer  w  as  [)ursued  with  a  volley  of 
small  arms  and  escaped  with  difficulty  6om  men  who  mis* 
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took  him  for  a  provost-marsbiil ,  a  Portuf]^uese  adjutant, 
striving  to  prevent  some  ruffianism,  was  put  to  death  in. 
the  market-place,  not  with  sudden  violence  but  deliber- 
ately. Manj  officers  exerted  themselTes  to  praerve  oidet, 
many  men  were  well-contacted,  yet  the  rapine  and  Tioknce 
commenced  by  -villains  soon  spread,  the  camp-followere 
crowded  into  the  phice,  and  the  disorder  continued  until 
fire  following  the  steps  of  the  plonderer  put  an  end  to  his 
ferocity  by  destroying  the  whole  town. 

Three  generals,  Leith  Oswald  and  Robinson,  had  been 
hurt  in  the  trenches,  Sir  llichard  Fletcher,  a  brave  man, 
was  killed,  and  Colonel  Burgoyne,  the  next  in  command  oi* 
the  engineerB,  was  wonnded.  The  carnage  at  the  breaches 
was  appalUng.  Nearly  half  the  volnnteeis  were  struck 
down,  the  fifth  division  snffered  in  the  same  proportion, 
and  the  whole  loss  since  the  renew«il  of  the  siege  exceeded 
two  thousand  five  hundred  men  and  officers.  Amongst  the 
last  may  be  mentioned  Lieatenant  John  O'Connel  of.  the 
43rd,  in  blood  nearly  related  to  the  celebiated  torbnlent 
agitator.  He  was  gentle  amiable  and  modest,  and  brave  as 
man  could  be,  and  having  previously  been  in  several  storm- 
ing parties  here  again  sought  in  such  dangerous  service 
the  promotion  he  had  earned  before  without  receiving — ^he 
found  death. 

Monte  Orgullo  was  now  to  be  attacked.  Steep  and 
difficult  to  assail  it  was,  and  just  below  the  ca^ilc  iuur 
batteries  connected  with  masonry  were  stretched  across 
its  &ce,  and  ficom  their  extremities,  ramps  pretected  by 
redans  led  to  the  convent  of  Santa  Teresa,  the  most  salient 
1  art  of  the  defence.  Towards  the  harbour  and  behind  the 
mountain  were  sea  batteries,  and  if  all  these  wuiks  liad 
been  of  good  construction  and  defended  by  keak  troops 
the  siege  would  have  been  difficult ;  but  the  garrison  was 
shattered  by  the  recent  assault,  most  of  the  engineers  were 
killed,  tlie  governor  wounded,  five  luni  hed  uwn  sick  or 
hurt,  and  the  soldiers  fit  for  duty,  only  tkirteeu  hundred,  had 
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four  hundred  prisoners  to  imard-  The  castle  was  smaJl^  the 
bomb-prooi:5  ivxupiuJ  with  ammunition  and  provisions,  and 
but  ten  gons  were  left  for  sendee,  three  being  on  the  sea 
fine.  Tlien  wai  little  witer,  and  the  eoldien  bad  to  lie  on 
the  naked  rock,  ezpoeed  to  fire  or  onljoormd  byasperitieB 
of  jrround  ;  they  were  however  still  resolute  to  iSffht,  and 
received  nightly  by  sea  supplies  of  ammnnioon  in  gmall 
quantities. 

Lord  WeiliDgton  ani^ed  the  day  after  the  ananlt 
Bepnular  a{>fMKMwihe8  up  the  naked  mk  wefe  impractieable, 

liU'i  he  duuhted  the  power  of  vertical  fire  ;  wherefore  he 
reaulvr-l  i  •  1  reach  the  remaimng  line  of  defence  and  then 
0tona  the  On^ullo.  Meanwhile  from  the  Santa  Tere^ 
eonTent,  which  ivas  actually  in  the  town,  the  Frenoh  killed 
many  men ;  and  when,  after  several  days,  it  was  aBsanlted, 
they  set  the  lower  i»arts  on  tire  and  retired  hy  a  conuiiuiii- 
cation  fsom  the  roof  to  a  ramp  on  the  hill  behind,  AU 
this  time  the  flames  were  licking  up  the  hooses  and  the 
OigoDo  was  OTCKwhehned  with  mtical  fire. 

On  the  3rd  of  September  the  goTemor  was  summoned, 
hnt  he  was  unshaken,  and  the  vertical  fire  was  continued 
day  and  night,  the  Briti&h  prisoners  suffering  as  well  as 
the  enemy ;  for  the  officer  in  the  castle,  irritated  by  the 
miseiy  of  the  garrison,  cmdly  refiised  to  let  the  unfiv- 
tunatc  captives  make  trenches  to  cover  themselves  ;  the 
French  iiowever  ci>mplain,  that  their  wouiiJcil  aaJ  sick 
men,  ])laced  in  an  empty  magazine  with  a  black  ilag  ii)  ing, 
weie  fired  npon,  althooj^  the  English  prisoners  in  their 
nnilbfms  were  posted  annmd  to  strengthen  the  claim  of 
humanity. 

New  breaching  batteries  were  now  commenced  and 
armed  with  guns  brought  from  the  Chofres  at  low  water 
acvoBS  the  Urmnea ;  at  firat  in  the  ni^t,  but  the  difiicol^ 
of  labouring  in  die  water  during  darkness  finally  indnoed 

the  artillery  officers  to  transport  them  in  daylight  under 
the  enemy  's  batteries,  which  did  not  howem  fire.    In  the 
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town  labour  was  impeded  by  the  flammf  hoiieee,  but  near 

the  foot  of  the  UrguUu  the  ruins  fuiiiiihud  shelter  for 
musketeers  to  gall  the  gamBon,  and  the  Santa  Clara  Island 
batteiy  was  active^  worked  by  the  seamen.  With  the  be>- 
sieged  ammimitioii  was  scarce,  and  the  hoirible  yertical  firo 
snbdaed  their  energy ;  yet  ihe  action  was  prolonged  until 
the  8th  of  September,  when  fifty-nine  heav7  battering 
pieces  opened  at  once  from  the  island,  the  isthmu;^,  the 
iiom-woik  and  the  Chofres.  In  two  hours  the  Miiador 
and  Queen's  battery  were  broken,  the  French  fire  extin- 
guished, and  the  hill  fnnowed  in  a  ^ghtfol  manner  ;  the 
bread-ovens  were  destroyed,  a  magazine  expluJcd,  and  the 
castle,  small  and  crowded  with  men,  was  overlaid  with  the 
descending  shells.  Then  proudly  bending  to  &te  the 
gOTemor  snirendered.  On  tiie  9th  this  braye  man  and  his 
heroic  garrison,  reduced  to  one-thiid  of  their  original 
%numbcr  and  leaving  five  hundred  wounded  behind,  marched 
out  with  the  honours  of  war.  This  terminated  the 
alter  sixty-three  days'  open  trenches,  and  just  as  the  tem- 
pestooos  season,  then  beginning  to  vex  ihe  coast,  would 
ha\  c  rendered  a  continuance  of  the  sea  blockade  im- 
possible. 

The  exoesses  committed  in  the  > terming  of  San  Sebas- 
tian caused  great  indignation  in  Spain,  and  justly ;  but 
they  were  used  by  the  Spanish  goTemment  to  create  a 
liatred  of  the  Bnti^^h  rumy,  and,  korriblo  as  were  the 
facts,  it  is  certain  the  atrocities  were  the  work  of  a  few. 
Writers  have  not  been  wanting  however  to  excuse  them  on 
the  insulting  ground,  that  no  soldieis  can  be  restrained 
after  storming  a  town  and  British  soldiers  least  of  all, 
because  they  are  brutish  and  insensible  to  honour  !  Shame 
on  such  calumnies  i  W  hat  makes  the  British  soldier  fight 
as  no  other  soldier  erer  fi^ts  ?  His  pay !  Soldiers  of  idl 
nations  xeoeiTe  pay.  At  the  period  of  this  assanlt,  a  ser» 
jeant  of  the  S8th,  named  Ball,  being  sent  with  a  party  to 
the  coa^t  ixom  iioncesYaiies  to  make  purchases  ioi  his 
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oflioexs,  placed  twothoYuniid  doUan  entnuted  to  him,  mth 
ft  comsusnxy,  second  his  reoapt  and  penoaded  Iiig  party 
to  join  in  the  storm.  He  survived,  reclaimed  the  money, 
made  his  purchases,  and  returned  to  his  regiment.  And 
these  are  the  men,  these  the  spirits  who  are  called  too 
bratish  to  work  upon  except  by  fear  j  But  it  is  to  ter 
thqr  are  most  insensible ! 

BATTLES  ON  TUB  BIDASSOA. 

While  Sebastian  was  being  stormed  Soolt  fonght  a 
battle  with  the  covering  force,  not  willingly,  nor  with 
mnch  hope  of  success;  but  being  averse  to  let  it  fall 

without  unotlicr  effort  he  thou^lit  a  bold  demeanour  would 
best  hide  his  real  weakness.  Guided  however  by  the 
progress  of  the  siege,  which  he  knew  through  his  sea 
commnnication,  he  awaited  the  last  moment  of  action»# 
striving  meanwhile  to  improve  his  resources  and  re\i\  e 
public  confidence.  Of  his  dispersed  soldiers  eight  thou- 
sand had  rejoiucd|  and  he  was  promised  a  reinforcement 
of  thirty  thousand  conscripts ;  but  these  last  were  yet  to 
be  enrolled,  and  neither  the  progress  of  the  siege  nor  the 
panic  along  the  frontier,  which  recurred  witli  increased 
violence  after  the  lute  battles,  would  suffer  liini  to  wait. 

He  knew  his  enemy's  superior  strength  in  positions, 
number  and  miiitaiy  confidence,  yet  expected,  as  his  fonner 
effort  had  inteimpted  the  siege  another  would  produce  a 
like  efftxjt ;  and  he  hoped,  by  repeating  the  Ji^tuibuuce  as 
long  as  he  could  by  sea  reinfurce  and  supply  the  garrison, 
to  render  the  siege  a  wasting  opemtion.  To  renew  the 
movement  against  Pampduna  was  most  advantageous, 
but  it  required  fifty  thousand  in&ntrj  for  attack  twenty 
thousand  ibr  observation  on  the  Lower  Bidassoa,  and  he 
had  not  so  many.  His  supplies  also  were  uncertain,  the 
loss  of  all  the  military  carriages  at  Vittoiia  was  still  felt, 
the  resources  of  the  country  were  reluctantly  yielded  by 
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the  people,  and  to  act  on  the  side  of  8t  Jeaa  Pied  de 
Port  was  therefore  impracticable. 

To  attack  the  alUeB*  centre  was  vnpitniuging.  Two 
motmtam-cliains  were  to  be  forced  before  the  movement 
could  seriously  affect  Wellington,  and  as  the  ways  were 
impracticable  for  guns  success  would  not  give  anj  decisive 
result 

To  attack  the  left  of  the  allies  bj  the  great  road  of 

Irun  remained.  He  could  there  cmpl*  y  f  rty-five  thousand 
infantry,  but  the  positions  were  of  penious  strength.  The 
Upper  Bidassoa  was  in  Wellington  s  power,  because  the 
light  division,  oooapying  Vera  and  the  heights  of  Santa 
Barbara  on  the  right  bank,  commanded  all  the  bridges. 
Tliu  Lower  Bidassoa,  flowing  from  Vera  with  a  bcud  to 
the  left  separated  the  hostile  armies,  and  against  that 
line,  of  nine  miles,  the  att^ick  was  necessarily  directed* 
Trom  the  broken  bridge  of  fiehobia^  in  firont  of  Ivan,  to 
the  sea,  the  river,  broad  and  tidal,  offered  no  apparent 
passage,  and  from  the  fords  of  Biriatu  up  to  those  of  Vera, 
three  miles,  there  was  only  the  one  passage  of  Andarlassa, 
two  miles  below  Vera ;  but  there  steep  craggy  mountain- 
ridges,  without  loads,  lined  the  liver  and  forbade  great 
operations.  Thns  the  points  of  attack  were  restricted  to 
Vera  itself  and  the  fords  between  Biriatu  and  Behobia. 

To  gain  Oyarzun,  a  small  town  eight  miles  beyond  the 
Bidassoa  and  close  to  Passages,  was  Soult's  object,  and  a 
royal  road  led  directly  to  it  by  a  broad  vall^  between 
the  Pena  de  Haya  and  Jiuzqnibel  mountains;  but  ihe 
Pemi  de  Haya,  called  also  the  four-cro>>Tied  mountain, 
filled  all  the  space  between  Vera,  Lcsaca,  Inin  and  Oyar- 
zun ;  and  its  staring  head,  hound  with  a  rocky  diadem, 
was  impassable:  £tom  the  bridges  of  Vem  and  Lesaca, 
however,  roads,  one  of  them  not  absdntely  impracticable 
for  guns,  passed  over  its  enormous  flanks  to  Irun  on  one 
side  and  Oyarzun  on  the  other,  falling  into  the  royal  road 
at  both  places.   Soult  therefore  proposed  to  drive  the 
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fight  diviaioQ  from  Santa  Barbara,  and  use  the  bridges 
of  LeBa4sa  and  Vera  to  force  a  paisage  over  tkc  Pena  de 
Haya  mi  liis  own  right  of  its  8iuiimit»  pvahn^  the  heads 
of  cohminB  towards  Oyannm  and  the  Upper  Unimea> 

whilr  llciile  aihl  ViUatte,  paasing  the  Bidatiooa  at  Birkto, 
forced  their  way  by  tiie  royal  road. 

Soon  he  changed  this  plan,  and  with  great  (^tion  and 
fltthtaty  bitnitght  his  left  firom  St  Jean  Pied  de  Port  to 
his  right,  ma^cing  the  mo?«mait  by  his  candry,  and  thus 
formed  two  columnB  of  attack  on  the  lower  Bidassoa.  One 
under  Clauzel,  of  twenty  thousand  men  with  twenty 
piaoes  of  artilleiy,  was  oonoeatrated  in  the  woeds  behind 
the  Oommiflsan  and  Bayonette  uomitaiiiB  above  Yenu 
The  other  under  Reille,  eighteen  thousand  strong,  was  placed 
on  the  lower  Bidiuisoa,  havino;  Foy's  di\i.-i«'n  and  some 
light  cavalry,  in  the  reiir  ready  to  augment  it  to  twenty- 
fi?e  thonnoid.  Thirty-^six  pieoeB  of  artillefy  and  two 
bridge  equipages  were  dispoied  near  Ufogne  on  the  royal 
road,  all  beini;  secreted  behind  the  lower  ridge  of  tbt-  mouu- 
tains  near  Biriatu. 

Souk's  first  design  was  to  attack  at  daybreak  on  the 
but  his  piepaiations  being  incomplete  he  defiemd  it 
nntil  the  81st,  taking  rigorous  precautions  to  prevent 
intelligence  passing  over  to  the  allies ;  Wellington's  emis- 
saries had,  however,  told  him  in  the  night  of  the  2dth 
that  the  French  were  in  movement,  and  the  augmentation 
of  troops  in  front  of  Iron  was  observed  in  the  morning  of 
the  80th.  In  the  evening  the  bridge  equipage  and  the 
artillery  were  discovered  on  the  royal  road,  and  thus 
warned  ho  prepared  for  battle  with  little  anxiety;  for  a 
fresh  brigade  of  Singlifih  foot-goards,  most  of  the  mamndew 
and  men  wounded  at  Vittoria,  and  three  regiments  from 
England,  forming  a  new  brigade  under  Lord  Ajlmer,  Lad 
recently  j<jined. 

His  extreme  left  was  on  the  Jaisquibcl,  a  nantm 
mmmtain-ridge  seventeen  hmdred  feet  ht^  nmning 
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along  the  coast  and  abatting  at  one  end  on  the  Passages 
harbour,  at  the  other  on  the  navigable  month  of  the 
BidaiBoa.  Offeoiig  iio  niark  to  attadL  it  was  only  giu^ 
by  some  SpaniardB ;  but  the  small  fort  of  Fignms, 
commanding  the  entrance  of  the  river  at  its  foot,  was 
ganisoned  bj  seamen  from  the  naval  squadron,  and 
Faenteiafaia^  a  walled  plaoe,  also  at  its  base,  was  occupied. 

The  low  gnmiid  between  Fuentezabia  and  Iron  was 
defended  by  large  field  redoiibts,  oonneoting  the  Jaisquibd 
with  some  heights  covering  the  royal  road  to  Oyurzun. 

On  the  right  of  Iron,  between  Biriatu  and  the  homed 
hiidge  of  Behoiaa,  a  sudden  bend  in  the  xiver  presented 
the  coin?eK  to  the  French,  who  tfaos  ^commanded  iihe 
fcrds ;  but  beyond  those  fords  was  a  stiff  and  lofty  ridge, 
called  San  Marcial,  terminating  one  of  the  great  flanks  of 
the  Pena  de  liaya.  The  water  flowed  round  the  left  of 
this  ridge,  confining  tiie  icad  firam  the  Behobia  bridge  to 
Iran,  me  mile,  to  the  imnow  space  between  the  chimnel 
and  the  foot  of  the  height,  and  Irun  itself,  defendid  a 
field-work,  blocked  this  way.  Hence  the  French,  alter  pass- 
ing the  river,  had  to  win  ISan  Marcial  before  they  could  use 
the  gnat  raid  and  six  thousand  Spaidaids  oocnpied  that 
strong  ridge,  which  was  strangthened  by  abbattis  and  tem- 
porary field-works. 

Behind  Irun  the  first  British  division  was  posted  under 
General  Howard,  and  Laird  Ayhner's  brigade  sapported 
the  left  of  the  SpaniaidB. 

San  Mavdal,  reoedimg  firam  Hbb  rrver  on  tiie  right,  was 
exposed  to  an  enemy  passing  above  Biriatu  ;  but  Longa's 
Spaniards,  drawn  off  £rom  those  slopes  oi  the  Peua  de 
Haya  descending  towards  Ven^  were  posted  on  those 
descending  towards  Bixiatn^  where  they  supported  the 
right  of  the  Spaniards  on  San  MaioiaL 

Eighteen  thousand  fie-htingr  men  were  thus  in  position, 
and  as  the  fourth  division  was  still  disposable,  a  P(»iu- 
gaese  brigade  was  detadied  £nom  it  to  leplaoe  Longa  near 
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Vera,  liuJ  cover  the  roads  from  that  place  over  the  flaiikj 
of  the  Pefia  de  Ilaya.  The  British  brigades  of  that  diW- 
sion  were  stationed  up  the  mountain,  near  the  foundry  of 
San  Antonio,  commanding  the  intersection  of  the  roads 
coming  from  Vera  and  Leaaca,  and  fdmishing  a  feserre 
to  the  Portuguese  brigade,  to  Longa,  and  to  San  Mamal, 
tying  all  together.  The  Portuguese  brigade  was  however 
too  weak  to  guard  the  enormous  slopes  near  Vera,  and 
Inglis's  brigade  was  drawn  from  Echailar  to  reinforce  it ; 
yet  the  flanks  of  the  Pena  de  Haya  were  so  ron^  and 
yast  the  troops  seemed  sprinkled  laUier  than  posted. 

In  the  night  of  the  30th  Sonlt  phioed  his  guns,  and  gare 
Reille  orders  to -storm  Snn  ^farcial,  to  leave  a  stronjr  reserre 
there  to  meet  troops  coming  from  Vera  or  desccudmg  the 
Pena  de  Haya,  and  with  the  rest  of  his  force  drive  the 
allies  from  ridge  to  ridge,  imtil  he  gained  the  slope  of  the 
mountain  which  descends  npon  Oyaiznn.  The  royal  road 
being  thus  opened  Foy's  infantry,  with  the  cavalry  and 
artillery  in  one  column^  were  to  cross  by  bridges  to  be  laid 
during  the  fight. 

To  aid  Keille's  progress  and  piOTide  £oit  a  general  con- 
centration at  Oyamm,  Glaazel  was  to  make  asunnltaneons 
attack  from  Vera ;  not  as  first  designed,  by  driving  the 
allies  from  Santa  Barbara,  but,  lea'vdng  one  division  and  his 
guns  to  keep  the  light  division  in  check,  he  was  to  cross  the 
river  by  fords  just  below  the  town  of  Vera  and  assail  the 
Portogaese  brigade  and  Inglis,  thus  forcing  his  way  np- 
wards  to  the  forge  of  Antonio,  firom  whence  he  was  to  &U 
down  on  the  rear  of  San  Marcial,  or  move  on  Oyarzun. 

COUBAT  OF  6AV  MABdAL. 

At  daylight  on  the  Slst,  BeiUe  forded  the  Bidas- 
soa  above  Biriata  with  two  divisions  and  two  pieces  of 
artillery,  to  seize  a  detached  ridge  just  under  San  Mar- 
ciaL    Leavin*^  tlicic  one  brigade  lui  a  reserve  he  detached 
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another  to  attack  the  Spanish  left,  while  iu  peisou  he 
assailed  their  right.  The  side  of  the  moontuii  was  covered 
with  hmshwood  and  steep,  the  French  troops  preserved 
no  order,  the  sapports  and  skirmishers  got  mixed  in  one 
mass,  and  the  charging  Spaniards  drove  them  headlong 
down. 

Ihuing  this  action  two  bridges  were  thrown  below  the 
fords,  by  which  Villatte's  reserve  crossed  and  renewing  .the 

figlit ;  one  of  his  brigades  reached  the  chapel  San  Marcial 
above,  and  the  left  of  the  Spanish  line  was  shaken,  but 
then  the  85th,  from  Lord  Aylmcr's  brigade,  advanced  to 
snpport,  and  at  that  moment  Wellington  rode  np  with  all 
his  staff.  He  exhorted  the  Spaniards,  and  they,  with  a  noble 
instinct  which  never  abandon^  tlio  poor  people  of  any 
country,  acknowledged  real  greatness  without  reference  to 
nation.  Shouting  in  reply  they  dashed  their  adversaries 
down  with  so  mnch  violence  that  many  were  driven  into 
the  river,  and  some  of  the  French  pontoon  boats  coming 
to  the  succour  were  overloaded  and  sunk.  It  was  several 
hours  before  the.  broken  and  confused  masses  could  be 
rallied,  or  the  bridges,  which  were  broken  up  to  let  the 
boats  save  the  drowning  men,  be  replaced.  When  that 
was  effected,  Sonlt  sent  the  whole  of  Villatte's  reserve  over 
the  river  and  calling  upon  Foy  prepared  a  better  attack  : 
and  with  greater  hope  of  success,  because  Clauzei  was  now 
making  good  way  np  the  Pena  de  Haya. 

COMBAT  OF  VEEX. 

That  general  had  descended  the  Bayonettc  and  Commis- 
sari  mountains  at  daybreak  in  a  thick  fog,  but  at  seven 
o'clock  the  weather  cleared,  and  three  heavy  columns  were 
seen  by  the  troops  on  Santa  Barbara  making  for  the  fords 

bcdow  Vera.  A  IV.urth  column  and  the  guns  remained 
stationary  on  the  mountains,  the  artillery  opening  now 
and  then  upon  Vera,  from  which  the  pickets  of  the  light 
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divi:$ion  were  recalled,  witk  tkc  excepuou  of  om  poet  in  a 
fortifittd  htmm  mnmandiD^  ihe  bcidge.  At  eight  o'clock 
the  Frenoh  pMsed  tke  Mm  eomtd  by  »  firo  taiallkgf^ 
but  the  fint  didb  thmm  fell  inAo  the  miM  of  their  owb 
raiik^.  Liii  I  tlie  British  troops  on  Sanui  iiarbam  cheered 
their  battery  ^ith  a  den.sive  shout.  Their  march  was  how- 
erer  eoie,  and  their  light  troopiy  nifthMi  knapsacks,  soon 
cmnmmA,  battle  wiili  the  J^mtafpmm  hofftda,  forcu^  it 
to  rctbe  up  tiie  awn  tain.  Ii>|^fedhie|Bieof  skiHiiiiihMi 
xmtil  the  whole  of  his  brii?ade  was  engaj^cd,  yet  Claiizel 
mt^uaced  ]m  left  flank  iiom.  the  leweet  hid,  and  Im  light 
troops  etiU  fomd  their  wiy  iqmids  vt  fisont  until  the 
ooptending  mwmm  daappeeied  t^b^ag  emdet  the  agpcntiee 
of  the  Peoe  4e  la  Haja.  The  British  lost  two  himdred 
and  seventy  men  and  twenty-t>^  >  clKiccrs,  and  were  drivea 
up  to  the  fourth  divisioiL  at  the  foundry  of  ban  Antonio. 

Thie  fig^ty  from  the  gmt  height  and  eeperity  of  the 
moimtiiii,  oeenpied  bkaj  heaa>  aad  it  wae  pest  tvoo'oloek 
before  even  the  head  of  Clangers  columns  reached  Antonio. 
Meanwhile  as  his  rej«erTc  in  front  of  Santa  Barbara  made 
SO  moToment,  and  Wellington  had  directed  the  light  divi- 
eioii  to  aid  Inglie,  a  wing  of  the  4dnl»  thfee  conqpaiues  oC 
riflemen  and  three  weak  Spanish  battalions,  drawn  £rom 
Ecluillar,  crossed  the  Bidaf^soa  by  the  Lesaca  bridge  and 
marched  towards  some  lower  slopes  on  the  right  of  Inglia* 
This  ooTered  a  knot  of  minor  communications  coming  from 
Lesaea  and  Vera^  and  the  remainder  of  Eempt's  brigade 
occapied  Lesaca  itself  Thns  the  chain  of  connection  and 
defence  between  >Suiit:i  Barbara  an  J  tlie  positions  of  the 
fourth  division  <m  the  i'ena  de  la  Haya  was  completed. 

Clauael  eecing  these  morements,  thought  the  alUes  at 
EchaUar  and  Santa  Barbara  were  onlj  awaitbg  to  take 
him  in  flank  and  rear  by  the  bridges  of  Vera  and  Lesaca  ; 
he  abated  liis  battle  and  informed  Soult  of  his  views,  and  his 
opinion  was  well-founded,  Wellington  was  not  a  general 
to  have  half  his  amy  paraljaed  by  D'Exkm'a  division  ul 
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the  centre,  and  he  had  on  the  30th,  when  Soult  first  assem- 
Ued  in  front  of  San  Maroial  ord^ced  altecks  to  be  mde 
upon  D'Efilim  ftom  £obiiUar,  ZagBzamiiBdi  and  Haja^; 
HiH  also  had  been  dinded  to  riiow      beads  of  eoliiiiiiis 

towards  St.  Jean  Pied  de  Port ;  and  on  the  31st,  when  the 
force  and  direction  of  Clauzel's  columns  were  known,  the 
eeventb  diviaton  was  oaUed  to  Leaaoa. 

Folloiniig  these  ordflis,  Oixioii's  Spamasda  slightly  tAdp- 
mished  on  the  30th  with  the  adTanced  posts  in  front  of 
Sarre,  and  next  day  the  whole  line  being  assailed,  two 
Portuguese  bngades  drove  the  French  from  their  camp 
behind  Uidax  and  bumedit ;  Abb^  who  commaiiidedtheiiey 
then  ooUeetod  all  Us  ibm  on  an  intvenchfld  position  and 
makinc^  strong  battle  repulsed  the  attack.  Thus  five 
com  bats  besides  the  assault  on  Sebastian  were  fought  in 
one  day  at  different  points  of  the  general  lino>  and  D'Erlon 
who  bad  lost  tbise  or  finir  hundred  men,  sesmg  a  fiDaab 
oolnmn  eoming  from  Maya,  as  if  to  turn,  bis  left,  judged 
that  a  great  movement  against  Bayoiine  w;id  in  progress 
and  sent  notice  to  Soult  He  was  mist-aken.  Wellington 
only  sought  by  these  demonstrations  to  disturb  the  Frenoh 
plan  of  attack,  and  tiie  seventh  division  marobed  towards 
Lesaca. 

D'Erlon  s  dispatch  reached  Soult  at  the  same  time  that 
Clauzel's  report  arrived.  All  his  arrangements  for  a  final 
attack  on  San  Marcial  were  then  completed,  but  these  re* 
ports  and  the  ominous  cannonade  at  San  Sebastian^  plainly 
heard  during  the  morning,  indnoed  bim  to  abandon  this 
project  and  prepare  to  receive  a  general  battle  on  the  Ni- 
velle.  In  this  view  he  sent  Foy's  infantry  and  six  troops 
of  dragoons  to  the  heights  of  Serres  behind  the  Nivelle, 
as  a  support  to  D'Eilon,  and  directed  Clanad  to  repass  tiie 
Bidassoa  in  the  night,  and  leaving  a  division  on  the  Bay* 
onette  mountain  join  Foy  at  Serres. 

Eeille's  troops  however  were  not  recalled  from  San  Mar- 
cial and  the  battle  went  on  sharply ;  for  the  Spaniards 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


406  BIDASSOA,  AUGUST,  18U.  [Book  xir. 

continually  detached  men  from  the  crest  to  drive  the 
French  from  the  lower  ridi^es  into  the  river  until  about  four 
o'clock,  when,  their  hardihood  abating,  they  dcsireil  to  be 
idie?€d ;  but  Wdlington^  eaiefdl  of  lb«ir  g^y,  and  weing 
the  French  ftttedcB  were  exhanrted,  refosed  to  leliere  or 
aid  them.  Yet  it  ^tnihl  not  be  just  to  measure  their 
valour  by  tins  fact ;  the  Engli^^U  general  blushed  while  ho 
called  upon  them  to  %ht,  knowing  they  had  been  pre* 
wqAj  fiuniahed  their  vile  gOTerameEit,  and  that  then 
were  no  hospitals  to  leoeiTe,  no  caie  for  them  when 
wounded,  'l  lie  battle  was  however  lii  rested  by  a  tempest, 
which  commenced  about  three  o'clock  and  raged  for  several 
hoQZS  with  wonderful  violence,  tearing  huge  branches  from 
the  trees,  and  whixling  them  thioogh  the  air  like  featheiB 
on  the  howling  winds,  whOe  the  thinnest  streams  swelfing 
into  t  orrents  d:ished  down  the  mountains,  rolling  innu- 
merable stones  lilong  with  a  frightful  clatter.  Amidst  this 
tnnnoil  and  under  ooyer  of  ni^t  the  Fieoch  ie-oro8sed  the 
river  at  San  MaroiaL 

Clanxd's  retreat  was  more  imhappy.  The  order  to  re- 
tire reached  him  when  the  Btunu  liaJ  put  an  eiid  to  all 
iightinir,  and  he  repa^ed  the  fords  in  person  before  dark 
at  the  head  of  two  brigades,  ordering  General  Vander- 
maesen  to  follow  with  the  remainder  of  the  troops.  Ex- 
pecting no  diffioolty,  he  neglected  to  seize  the  bridi^e  of 
Vera  and  the  fortified  house  covering  it,  occupying  Limbelf 
with  suggesting  new  projects  to  tyoulL  Meanwhile  Van- 
deimaesen's  situation  became  desperate*  Many  of  his 
soldiers  were  drowned  by  the  rising  waten,  and  finally, 
unable  to  effect  a  passage  at  the  fords,  he  marched  up  tin 
Btreum  to  seize  the  bridge  of  Vera,  which  Clauzel  should 
have  done  before.  His  advanced  guard  surprised  a  cor- 
poral's picqnet  and  rushed  over,  but  was  driven  back  by  a 
rifle  company  in  the  fortified  honse.  This  happened  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  mominir,  and  the  riflemen  defended 
the  passage  until  daylight,  when  a  second  company  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


Book  xii.]  BIDASSOA,  AUGUST,  409 

some  Porti^ese  Oa9adoieB  came  to  thrnr  aid.  Bat  then 
the  French  WBenre  left  at  Vera,  seeing  how  matters  stood, 

opened  a  fire  of  guns  against  the  house  from  a  high  rock 
jiist  above,  and  their  skirmishers  approached  it  on  the  right 
bank  yrhile  Vandermaesen  plied  hia  mnsketiy  from  the  left 
bank.  The  two  xiflo  captaind  Mid  many  mea  fell  undet 
this  eioss  fire,  and  the  passage  was  forced,  yet  Vander- 
maesen, nrgmg  the  attack  in  person,  was  killed,  and  more 
than  two  hundred  of  his  soldiers  were  hurt. 

Meanwhile  Soult,  who  was  preparing  a  new  attack  on 
San  Maidal,  got  Key's  report  of  the  assault  on  San 
Sebastian^  udd  also  heard  ^t  Hill  was  mooring  on  the 
side  of  St  Jean  Pied  de  Port  San  Sebastian  was  lost,  an 
attempt  to  carry  off  the  garrison  of  the  castle  would  cost 
five  or  six  thousand  men,  and  tlie  whole  army  would  be 
endangered  amono^t  the  terrible  asperities  of  the  crowned 
mountain ;  for  Wellington  could  now  throw  his  right  and 
centre,  thirfy-fiye  thousand  men,  upon  the  French  left 
during  the  action,  and  would  be  nearer  to  Bayonne  than 
their  right  when  the  battle  was  be3^ond  the  Lower  Bidassoa. 
kSuLilt  had  lost  three  thousand  six  liundred  men  ;  one 
general  had  been  killed,  four  wounded ;  a  fresh  attempt 
would  be  yery  dangerous,  and  serious  loss^  might  cause 
an  immediate  inyasion  of  France.  Eefleeting  thus,  he 
resolyed  to  adopt  defensiye  measures  at  once,  for  which  his 
vast  knowkdgu  of  war,  his  foicsightj  las  taknt  ior  liie- 
thodical  anungcment  and  liis  firmness  of  chardoter  pecu- 
liarly fitted  him.  Twelve  battles  or  combats  in  seven 
weeks  he  had  delivered  to  regain  the  offensive,  and  un- 
successfully ;  yet  wiUing  still  to  strive,  he  called  on  Snchet 
to  ud  him  and  demanded  fteah  orders  from  the  emperor ; 
but  Suchet  helped  him  not,  and  Napoleon's  answer  indi- 
cated at  once  his  own  difficulties  and  his  reliance  upon  the 
Duke  of  Dalmatians  capacity  and  fidelity*  J  have gitei 
^<m  my  eof^idena  and  can  add  neitker  to  your  means  nor 
to  your  instruetione" 
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In  ibis  straggling  hMe  ^  Ion  of  idle  dies  liad  ben 

one   thousand  Anplo- Portuguese  and  sixteen  hondred 
Spaniards  ;  bence  the  cost  of  men  on  the  day,  including  the 
ninniilt,  exceeded  fire  thousand ;  but  the  bilile  in  no 
inaimev  distoxbed  tile  the 
against  eoch.  stooBg  ponftioBS* 
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SXTOIISH  PAS6AGB  OF  THB  BIDASSOA  AND  SBGOTO  OOMBAT 

OF  TBRA. 

The  fiOl  of  S«i  Sebflstkn  gm  Loid  WdUagtim  a  iieir 
port,  and  let  Ioom  a  eoiurideiable  My  of  troops ;  Anetna 

had  joined  tlic  allies  in  Germany,  and  the  English  cabinet 
hsA  proiui3ed  the  continental  sovereigns  that  France  bk<^)ild 
be  immediately  invaded ;  the  English  newspaper  editors 
actively  deeeiving  the  people  of  all  oouttriee  by  their 
dictatorial  abenrd  projects  and  aesnmptiaiis ;  the  Bourbon 
partimis  wove  oonspiring,  and  the  Duke  of  Bern  desired 
to  j< till  the  British  army,  pretending  that  twenty  thousand 
Frenchmen  were  armed  and  organized  to  receive  liim. 
All  waa  eaniltation  and  extravagaDce,  bot  WeUington, 
deepkdog  Bodi  inflated  hopes  and  pvomises^  exposed  the 
ahemdity  of  the  newspapers,  and  chedeed  similar  faUy  in 
higher  places,  by  observing,  * '  that  if  he  had  done  all  that 
teas  expected  lie  should  iiate  been  before  that  period  in  tlte 
moon** 

Far  £rom  designing  to  invade  France,  he  felt  his  own 
position  uiseovre  wlile  Snchet  was  master  of  Catalonia ; 
and  he  was  only  prevwited  fiom  transferring  the  war  to 

that  province  hy  tlie  disasters  Napoleon  now  experienced 
in  (jrermany,  rendering  it  impossible  to  reinforce  boult. 
However,  pressed  by  the  ministers  and  the  allied  sove- 
reigns, he  so  &r  bent  his  military  jadgment  to  pditical 
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coiisuU-nitions,  as  to  nndortiike  the  establishing  his  army 
in  a  menacing  position  on  French  ground ;  and  in  that 
view  matured  an  offensiTe  moTement  as  daiing  as  any 
undertaken  daring  the  whole  war.  Bat  to  oompreheod 
all  tlic  auchicious  LTJXiHlcur  of  this  operation,  the  rektiYC 
poaitiuiig  of  the  hostile  armies  mmi  be  glanced  at. 

Boolt's  base  and  place  of  arms  wa^?  Bayonne,  from  whence 
roads  spread  out  to  the  Pyrenees  like  a  fan.  Two  only 
were  great  canseways.  One  on  the  French  left  hand 
run  to  St.  Joan  Pied  de  Port  ;  the  other  on  their  riirht 
run  along  the  sea-coast  through  Jeau  de  Luz  to  Irun. 
Between  these  points,  a  distance  of  nearly  forty  miles,  the 
space  was  filled  transrersely  by  a  donhle  range  of  monntain 
ridges  nearly  parallel  to  each  other,  on  which  the  armies 
were  poste<l ;  not  in  a  continuous  line,  for  there  were  no 
direct  lateral  communicatioDs,  but  as  the  passes  and  in- 
accessible peaks  goTemed  the  dispositions*  Thns  on  the 
French  left^  at  St  Jean  Pied  de  Port,  Foy  occupied  with 
fifteen  thousand  men  an  entrenched  camp  in  front  of  that 
fortresi?,  and  was  o]>posed  by  HilPs  riixht  \y\ufr,  which  was 
planted  at  the  head  of  the  Val  Carlos,  in  the  iionccs* 
valles  and  Aldnides ;  but  Foy  coold  only  oonunnnicate  by 
a  drcnitons  road,  leading  across  the  Nire  river  at  Camho, 
with  the  Freiieh  centre  under  D*Erlon,  who  occuided  an 
entrenched  camp  at  Ainhoa  and  Urdax,  opposite  the  Maya 
passes  and  menacing  the  Bastan,  where  Hill's  left  was 
posted. 

At  Urdax  the  Nivelle  river  bisected  the  French  positions, 

and  then  iiinnii-  tv»  the  left  run  to  St.  Jean  de  Luz. 
The  line  of  their  right  centre,  beyond  that  river,  was  under 
Olanzel,  and  thrown  forward  to  Vera  along  another  batch 
of  monntainoos  ridges,  which,  tonching  on  the  Bidassoa 
lined  its  right  bank  to  the  bridge  of  Behobianear  Iran. 

From  OlauzePs  riLdit  to  the  mouth  of  the  Bidassoa, 
Soult  s  right  wing,  under  iieillo,  guarded  the  French 
territory. 
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Clauzers  grotind  comprised  the  Great  La  Illiune  m  jun- 
tain,  two  tliousand  seven  hundred  feet  high,  whose  bleak 
rocky  head  overlooked  everything  aroond,  and  from  whose 
flanke  the  positioiiB  of  Sane  shot  out  on  the  FieQch  left, 
and  on  their  right  the  Conmuflsari,  Bayonette,  and  Man- 
dale  ridirc — the  two  first  overhanging  Vera,  the  lai>t  liiang 
the  Bidassua  down  to  San  Marcial  and  I  run.  , 

Opposed  to  Clanzel  Wellington  held  the  Atchiola  moim* 
tain  on  the  left  of  Maya ;  the  Echallar  ridges  as  ftr  as  the 
*Ivantelli  mountain  &eing  Sarre ;  the  Santa  Barbara  ridge 
ahuttinffon  tlie  Bidassoa  at  Vciu,  facinj^  the  Lavoiiette  and 
Conimksari  ;  on  the  left  bank  ot  the  Bidassoa  he  occupied 
the  flanks  of  the  Pena  de  Haya  to  San  Marcial^  from  whence 
his  ledonhtSy  as  before  noticed,  nm  akng  the  riTec  to  the 
Jaizqnibd. 

Soult  liad  commenced  a  cLaia  of  entrenched  camps  and 
redoubtsa  long  his  wholo  line,  and  in  the  low  country,  i^m 
the  end  of  the  Mandale  to  the  sea,  was  constniGting  a 
double  chain  of  entrenched  positions  and  camps  bearing 
many  names,  to  be  noticed  in  the  narratiye.  These  worics 
were  approaching  coiiiplction  w  hen  Wellinnlon  resolved  to 
sieze  the  Great  La  Ehune  with  its  dependents  on  both 
flanks,  at  the  same  time  forcing  the  passage  of  the  lower 
Bidassoa  in  &oe  of  Soolt's  entrenchments.  Thns  he  would 
.establish  his  left  in  the  French  territory,  from  Sam  to  the 
sea,  and  bring  Wit] li  11  his  own  lines  the  Uhune,  the  Com- 
missari,  and  Bayonette  mountains,  which  would  give  him 
«  sali^t  menacing  point  of  impregnable  strength  towards 
France,  and  shorten  his  kteral  conmnmication  <m  both 
flanks  of  Aese  motmtains.  It  wonld  also  giTC  entire  com- 
mand of  a  road  nmiiinir  up 

thii  Bidassoa  from  Iron  to  Vera, 
and  secure  the  port  ot  Fuenterabia,  which,  though  bad  in 
winter,  was  deeirahle  for  a  general  whose  supplies  came 
fiom  the  ocean,  and  who  with  scanty  means  of  transport 
had  to  sustain  the  pervewe  negligence  always,  and  often  the 
Loaiility  uf  the  Spanish  authorities. 
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He  had  Jcsij^ned  to  force  the  passatre  in  the  middle  of 
September  before  the  French  works  were  adva&oed,  but 
Jus  poBkoons  wm  deUqrod  bj  m  ne^gam  ot  eiden ;  tke 
mUiiar  then  beone  kmi,  and  the  attanpt,  wluoh  depended 
upon  the  state  of  the  tides  and  fords,  was  of  nece6t>ity  de- 
ibrred  to  the  7th  of  Octo))er. 

.  Great  subtlety  wmb  to  be  combined  with  wonderful  bold- 
men,  iat  the  Bidaasoa  was  broad  and  tidal  below  Imn,  the 
ndfpm  lining  it  above  that  point  rong^  and  terrible  to 
■d^-dil ;  and  hoth  water  and  mountain  line  were  strenirthtLcd 
with  works,  incomplete  indeed,  but  already  of  strength  in 
de£enoe ;  the  nver  waa  ako  to  be  passed  and  the  positions 
beyond  earned  between  tides,  or  the  troops  would  be  swal- 
lowed by  the  retnming  flood.  Henoe  to  mislead  Soolt,  to 
buppurt  the  blockade  uf  l';t:ii])eluuii,  und  to  iiscertain  Foy's 
true  position  and  strenirth  at  iSt.  Jean  Pied  de  Port,  which 
iPCTiagffd  anew  that  Llockade,  Wellington  fanm^^  np 
Parqae's  anny  from  Tndela  to  Panq»ehma»  tnoMfened  tfae 
AndahManfl  at  the  latter  ]daoe  to  Giion  at  Eehallar,  and 
directed  ]Miua  to  gather  his  irregiilars  iiruund  the  lloncee- 
valles.  Then  repairing  himself  to  that  qoarter  on  the  1  st 
of  Ootober  he  mpriied  Frencdi  post  on  the  Airola  rook, 
oat  off  a  Boonting  party  in  the  Val  do  Buggaaj  and  awefpt 
away  two  thousand  sheep. 

The^r  nuivements  awakened  Soult's  j<  ;il"usy.  He  ex- 
pected au  invasion  of  Fiance  without  being  able  to  ascer- 
from  what  qoarter^  and  at  irst,  deceived  hj  frJae 
matieii  that  Cele  had  xeinfcmd  HiQ,  tiunight  Maaafa 
troops  and  the  Andalusians  were  used  to  mask  an  attack 
by  the  Val  de  Bavfjorrv.  The  arrival  of  the  liiriit  cavalrv*  in 
the  Bastaa,  Wellington's  presence  at  Koncesvalles,  and  the 
hm  of  the  Ainhi  poat^  aeemed  to  oonfirm  this ;  hat  kt 
knew  tfiat  ponlooaa  wm  at  Oyamn,  and  the  dnaintuii» 

very  uuiiieruus  ut  this  time,  Fiiid  the  real  obj'.'ct  was  tl^ 
great  Khune.  Un  the  other  iiand  a  French  commissary, 
taken  at  San  Sebastian  and  eacbanged  after  remamhig 


■ 
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twebe  days  at  Weliington's  head-qowters  assiired  him 
nothing  these  jndioflted  a  8eri<m8  attadc  This  weighed 
much,  beoHiBe  ihe  negligenee  abont  the  pantooos,  and  the 

wet  weather,  had  caiisid  a  delay  contjadictory  to  the  reports 
of  the  spies  and  desertecs.  It  was  also  beyond  calculation 
that  Wellington,  merely  to  please  the  allied  soyeieignB  in 
Gennany,  should  theiehy  sedc  to  eetahbsh  his  left  wing  in 
France,  when  the  most  obvious  line  for  a  permanent  inva- 
sion was  by  his  ricrht  and  centre,  and  there  was  no  apparent 
cause  for  deferring  his  operations. 

The  canse  of  the  proenstination,  namely,  the  state  of 
the  tides  and  fords  on  the  Lower  Bidessoa,  was  neoessarily 
impenetrable,  and  Soult  finally  inclined  to  think  the  only 
design  was  to  secure  the  blockade  of  Famjjeluna  by 
menacing  the  French  and  impeding  their  entrenchments, 
whioh  were  now  becoming  strong.  ^erertheleiB,  as  all  the 
deserters  and  sfnes  came  widi  the  same  story,  he  reoom- 

mended  increased  vigilance  along  the  whulc  line  ;  y(  t  30 
little  did  he  anticipate  the  real  project,  that  on  the  (itli  he 
leviewed  D'Erlon's  divisions  at  Amhoa  and  lemamed  that 
ai|^  at  Sspeletfe^  donhting  if  uiy  attaek  was  intended 
and  having  no  ter  for  his  right  Bnt  Wettngton  ooold 
not  diminish  his  troops  on  the  side  of  Roncesvallcs,  kst 
a  force  should  unite  at  6t  Jean  Pied  dc  Port  to  raise  the 
Uockade  of  Panqiebma ;  and  at  Maya,  Hill  was  ahready 
mrnisomg  Sonlt  between  the  Nm  and  the  Kivelle :  it  wia 
theie&ire  only  with  has  left  wing  and  left  oentre,«nd  agamst 
the  French  right  that  he  could  act  while  Fimpeihma  held 
ont. 

Early  in  October  a  veinfoioement  of  twelve  hundred 
Tlw^h  soldien  arrived  fiom  Bug^d.  Mina  was  then  on 
Hie  right  of  Hill,  who  was  iSris  enabled  to  eaU  Campbell's 
Portuguese  irom  the  Alduides,  and  repla«  at  Maya  the 
third  division,  whioh,  shifting  to  its  left,  then  occupied  the 
heights  of  Zagaramurdi  and  enabled  the  seventh  division 
to  i*efe  e»Hm'«  AiidalasiiBS  in  the  Piu»^ 
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These  disponiioiui  were  made  with  a  view  to  the  attadc 

of  the  great  Rhune  and  its  dependents,  for  which  AVel- 
lin^on  assembled  the  fonrth  and  light  divisions  on  ^anta 
Barbara,  Giron  s  Spaniards  being  on  their  right,  andLonga's 
oa  their  left.  The  sixth  divisieii  sapported  by  the  third 
was  at  Zagaramnidi  to  make  a  demonstration  against 
D'Erlon's  advanced  posts.  And  thus,  without  weakening 
his  line  between  Ronccsvallcs  and  Echallar,  Wellington 
could  assail  the  Ehunc  mountain  aii<l  its  dependents  with 
twenty  thousand  men,  and  had  still  twenty-four  thousand 
disposable  for  the  passage  of  the  Lower  Bidassoa. 

It  has  been  before  said  that  between  the  Andarlasa  ford 
below  Vera,  and  the  fords  uf  Biri;itu,  three  miles,  there 
were  neither  roads  nor  fords  nur  bridges.  Hence  tlie 
Jb'rench,  trusting  to  this  difficulty  of  approach  and  to  their 
entrenchments  on  the  craggy  slopes  of  the  Mandale,  had 
collected  their  troops  principally  where  the  Bildoz  or  green 
mountain  and  the  entrenched  camp  of  Biriatn  overlooked 
the  fords,  and  against  them  ^Veliington  directed  Freyre's 
Spaniards  from  Ban  MarciaL 

Between  Biriatn  and  the  sea  the  advanced  points  of 
defence  were  the  mountain  of  Ltmit  XIV.,  a  ridge  called 
the  Caffif  BepMicain^  and  the  town  of  Andaya ;  behind 
which  the  Cahaire  d'  Uronne,  the  Croix  des  Bouquets^ 
and  the  camp  of  the  Sans  Culottes,  served  as  rallying 
posts.  The  first  and  iifth  divisions  and  the  unattached 
brigpides  of  Wilson  and  Lord  Ajlmer^  in  all  fifteen  thou- 
sand men,  were  destined  to  assault  tiiese  works;  and  the 
Spanish  fishermen  had  secretly  in^cated  three  fords  prac- 
ticable at  low  water  between  the  bridge  of  Behobia  ;in  1 
the  sea.  Wellington  therefore,  with  an  astonishing  haidi- 
hoody  designed  to  pass  his  columns  at  the  old  known  fords 
above  and  these  secret  fords  below  bridge,  though  the  tides 
rose  sixteen  feet,  leaving  at  the  ebb  open  heavy  sands  not 
less  than  half  a  mile  broad  !  The  kit  bank  of  the  river 
also  was  completely  exposed  to  observation  from  the 
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enemy's  hilki  which  though  lov  in  compoiison  of  the 
mountains  above  the  bridge,  were  neverthelesB  strong 

ridges  c>f  defence;  but  relyino;  on  his  previous  measures 
the  English  general  disdained  these  dangers,  and  his  anti- 
cipations were  not  belied  by  the  result.  For  the  unlikeli- 
hood that,  having  a  better  line  of  operati<ms,  he  would  foice 
such  a  river  as  the  Bidassoa  at  its  mouth,  entirely  deceived 
»>oult,  whuse  iicutcuants  were  also  very  negligent.  Of 
lieille's  two  divisions,  one  under  Boyer  was  dispersed, 
labouring  on  the  entrenched  camp  of  Uxogne  fax  from  the 
river;  Villatte's  reserve  was  at  Ascain  and  Seires,  and 
five  thousand  men  of  Maueune's  division,  though  on  tiie 
first  line,  were  mi  ex  pec  taut  ui  an  attack.  The  works  on 
the  Mandalc  were  finished,  those  at  Biriatu  in  a  forward 
State,  but  &om  the  latter  to  the  sea  all  were  imperfect 


THB  PASSAGE  UF  THE  LOWEll  BIDASSOA. 

On  tlie  f)th  tlie  night  set  in  licavily.  A  sullen  thunder- 
storm, gathering  about  the  craggy  summit  of  the  Pena  do 
Haya,  came  slowly  down  its  flanks,  and  towards  morning, 
rolling  over  the  Bidassoa,  fell  in  its  greatest  violence  upon 
the  French  positions.  During  this  turmoil  Wdlington, 
v  liose  pontoons  and  artillery  wore  close  up  to  Irun,  dis- 
|:osed  a  numl>er  of  guns  and  howitzers  along  the  crest  of 
San  Marcial,  and  his  columns  secretly  attained  their  sta- 
tions along  the  banks  of  the  river.  The  Spaniards,  one 
brigade  of  guards,  and  Wilson's  Portuguese,  stretching  from 
the  Biriatu  fords  to  tlie  broken  bridge  of  Behobia,  were 
ensconced  behind  the  low  ridge  of  San  Mareial,  seized  by 
.  the  French  in  the  attack  of  the  31st.  Another  brigade  of 
guards  and  the  Germans  were  concealed  near  Irun,  close 
to  a  f.^rd,  helow  bridge,  called  the  Great  Jonco.  The  fifth 
division  were  covered  by  a  ri\er  embankment  oppodte 
Andaya.  Sprye's  Portuguese  and  Lord  Aylmcr's  brigade 
were  posted  in  the  ditch  of  Fuenterabia. 

2  B 
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All  the  tents*  weie  left  Btan^ng  in  the  cunps,  and 

the  ciu my,  seeinp^  no  change  on  the  morning  of  the  7th, 
were  unsuspicious ;  l  iut  at  seven  o'clock,  the  fifth  divisiua 
and  Aylmer's  bngade,  emerging  from  their  concealment^ 
took  thesands  in  two  columns.  The  kft one  moTodagainBt 
the  Frendi  CBm^  of  ^  Sans  Oiilotte8»  the  other  against 
the  ridg:e  of  Anda^  and  no  thot  was  fired  nntU  they 
passed  the  low  water  channel,  when  au  En<Lrlish  rocket  was 
sent  up  from  the  steeple  of  Fuenterabia  as  a  signal.  Then 
the  artillery  opened  from  San  Marcial,  the  troops  near 
Inm»  ooreied  bj  the  fire  of  a  battery,  made  for  the  Jonco^ 
and  the  passage  ahoTe  the  bridge  also  oonuneneed.  From 
the  crest  of  San  Marcial  seyen  columns  could  now  be  seen 
at  once,  attacking  on  a  line  of  five  miles;  those  aHoTc 
bridge  plunging  at  once  into  the  fiery  cantest,  thoec  below, 
appearing  in  the  distance  like  huge  seipents  sullenly 
windii^  orer  tiie  heavy  sands.  The  Germans  missed  the 
Jonco  ford  and  got  into  deep  water,  but  quickly  recoyered 
the  tnie  line,  and  the  French,  completely  surprised,  per- 
mitted even  the  brigades  of  the  fifth  division  to  gain  the 
right  bank  and  form  their  lines  before  a  hostile  muskrt 
flashed.  The  cannonade  from  San  Marcial  was  heard  by 
Soult  at  Espelette,  and  at  the  same  time  the  sixth  diyision 
made  a  false  attack  on  D'Erlon's  positions;  the  Portusruese 
brigade  under  Colonel  Douglas,  was  however  push «  1  too  far 
and  got  beaten  with  the  loss  of  a  hundred  and  Mty  men. 

Soult  instantly  conceiving  the  true  state  of  affiuis 
harried  to  his  li^t,  but  his  camps  on  the  BiduBoa  were 
lost  before  he  airiTed.  For  when  the  British  artilkiy 
first  opened,  Maucune's  troops  assembled  at  their  diiferent 
posts,  and  the  French  guns  opened  frum  the  Louis  XIV. 
and  Cafi(5  Republicain ;  then  the  alann  spread,  and  Boyer 
marched  firam  Urogne  to  support  Mascnne  without  waiting 
for  the  jnnctian  of  his  working  parlies;  bnt  his  bngades 
moved  separately  as  they  could  collect,  and  before  the  first 
came  into  action,  Sprye's  Portuguese,  forming  the  extreme 
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kit  of  the  allies,  was  menacing  the  camp  of  the  Sans  Ca* 
loties :  thither  therafora  one  of  Boyer*B  i^ghnenta  was 
ordmd,  while  the  others  adTinced  the  royal  road  to- 
wards tlie  Croix  des  Bouquets.  But  Andaya,  guarded  only 
by  a  picquet,  was  meanwhile  abandoned,  and  lieille,  think- 
ing the  camp  of  the  Bans  Culottes  would  be  lost  before 
Beyer's  men  could  reach  it,  sent  a  baittalion  there  from  the 
centre ;  he  thus  weakened  the  chief  point ;  for  the  British 
brigades  of  tliu  iiftli  division  were  now  bearing  from  An- 
daya,  under  a  hre  of  guns  and  musketiy^  towards  the  Croix 
des  Bouquets. 

The  first  diralon  had  passed  theiirer,  oneooliunn  ahove 
bridge,  preceded  by  Wilson's  Portngoese ;  one  below,  pre- 
ceded by  the  German  light  ti'oops,  who  with  the  aid  of  the 
artillery  on  San  Marcial  won  the  Caiie  Kepublicain  and 
the  mountain  of  Lonis  XIV.  driving  the  French  to  the 
Croix  des  Booqnets.  This  last  was  the  kej  of  the  position^ 
and  towards  it  guns  and  troops  were  now  hastening  fiom 
both  sides  ;  but  the  Geniiaii^  were  there  broncrht  to  a 
check,  for  the  hei<i;ht3  were  strong  and  Boyer  s  leading 
battalions  ckse  at  hand ;  at  that  moment  howerer,  Colonel 
Cameron,  coming  up  with  the  9th  regiment,  passed  throng^ 
the  German  skirmishers  and  vehemently  ascended  the  first 
height,  whereupon  the  French  opened  their  ranks  to  let 
theix  guns  retire,  and  then  retreated  at  fuU  speed  to  a 
second  ridge  somewhat  lower,  jet  only  to  be  approached 
on  a  narrow  froni  Cameron  as  qmdUy  threw  his  men 
into  a  sinc:le  column  and  bore  against  this  new  position 
under  a  concentrated  fire,  but  his  violent  course  did  not  seem 
to  dismay  the  French  until  within  ten  yards,  when  the 
furious  shoot  and  charge  of  the  9th  appalled  them,  and  the 
ridges  of  the  Croix  des  Boaqnets  were  won  as  fur  as  the 
Toyal  road.  Cameron  however  lost  many  men  and  officers, 
and  during  the  tight  the  French  artillery  and  scattered 
troops,  coming  from  different  points  and  rallying  on  Boyer's 
Iwtlidions,  had  gpithered  on  other  xidtges  dose  at  hand. 

2  E  2 
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The  intrenched  camp  above  Biriatu  had  been  at  first 
well  defended  in  front,  but  the  Spanish  right  op- 
posed only  by  a  single  battalion,  soon  won  the  Man  dale 
mountain,  and  the  French  fell  back  from  the  camp  to  the 
Galvaiie  d'Urogne.  Then  Reille,  beaten  at  the  Croix  des 
Bonqnets  and  having  both  his  flanks  toned,  the  left  by 
the  Spaniards  the  i-'i^lii  aLaig  the  sea-coast,  retreated  in 
great  diisurdcr  through  the  Tillage  of  Urofrne,  and  the  British 
skirmishers  entered  that  place  in  pursuit,  but  were  imme- 
diately beaten  out  again  by  the  second  brigade  of  Beyer's 
diviflion ;  for  Sonlt  had  now  anived  with  part  of  VilUtte's 
reserve  and  many  guns,  and  by  his  presenoe  restored  order 
when  retreat  was  dc^nerating  into  tiight. 

Eeille  lost  eight  guns  and  lour  hundred  men  ;  the  allies 
only  six  hundred  mn\,  of  which  half  were  Spaniards:  so  easy 
had  the  skill  of  the  English  general  rendered  this  stupendous 
operation.  But  if  Soolt,  penetrating  Wellington's  design, 
had  met  the  allies  with  the  sixteen  thousand  troops  of  that 
-quarter  in>tead  of  the  five  thousand  actnnlly  engaged,  the 
passage  could  scarcely  have  been  forced  ;  and  a  simple  check 
would  have  been  tantamount  to  a  terrible  disaster,  because 
.in  two  hours  the  returning  tide  would  have  come  witii  a 
sallowing  flood  upon  the  rear. 

SfiCOiiD  COMBAT  OF  V£BA, 

Equally  unprepared  and  unsuccessful  were  the  French 
on  the  side  of  Vera,  although  the  struggle  there  proved 
more  fierce  and  constant 

Before  daybreak  Giron  descended  with  his  Spaniards 
from  the  Ivantelly  rocks,  and  Alton  with  the  light  division 
from  Santa  Barbara ;  the  hrst  to  the  gorge  of  the  pass 
leading  from  Vera  to  Sarre,  the  last  to  the  town  of  Vec% 
where  he  was  joined  by  half  of  Longa's  force. 

One  brigade,  consisting  of  the  4drd,  1 7th  Portuguese 
regiuieiit,  and  two  lattalionis  of  Biitiili  lillemen,  were  in 
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columns  on  the  right  of  Vera;  the  other  brigade  tmder 
Colonel  Golbome,  consistiDg  of  the  fifty-second,  two  bat- 
talions of  Ca^ores,  and  a  third  battalion  of  British 

riflemen,  were  on  the  left  of  that  town :  half  of  Longa's 
division  was  between  these  brigades,  the  other  half,  after 
mssing  the  ford  of  Salinas,  drew  np  on  Oolbome's  left 
The  whole  of  the  narrow  Tale  of  Vera  was  thus  filled  with 
troops  ready  to  ascend  the  mountains ;  and  General  Cole, 
displayini::  his  force  to  advantage  on  tlie  heights  of  Santa 
Barbara,  presented  a  formidable  reserve. 

Taupin's  division  gnaided  the  enonnons  positions  in 
front.  His  right  was  on  the  Bayonette,  from  whence  a 
single  slope  descended  to  a  small  plain  two  parts  down  the 
mountain.  From  this  platform  three  distinct  tongues  shot 
into  the  valley  below,  each  defended  by  an  advanced  post ; 
and  the  phi^orm  itself  was  secured  by  a  star  redoubt^ 
behind  which,  about  half-way  up  the  single  slope,  there 
\\'d6  a  second  rttrtiK  liment  with  abbatis.  Another  large 
redoubt  and  an  untinishcd  breast-work  on  the  superior 
crest  completed  the  defence; 

The  Oommissari,  a  -continuataon  of  the  Bayonette  to- 
waids  the  great  Rhune,  had  in  front  a  profound  gulf, 
thickly  wooded  and  filled  with  skirmishers ;  and  between 
this  gulf  and  another  of  the  same  nature,  run  the  main 
road  from  Vera  oyer  the  Puerto,  pierdng  the  centre  of  the 
Fr^ch  position.  Ascending  widi  short  abrupt  turns,  this 
road  was  blocked  at  every  uncoy^red  point  with  abbatis 
and  small  retrenchments,  each  obstacle  being  commanded 
at  half-musket  shot  by  small  detachments  placed  on  all 
the  projecting  parts  overlooking  the  ascent  A  regiment^ 
entrenched  above  on  the  Puerto  itself,  connected  the  troops 
on  the  crest  of  the  Bayonette  and  Commissari  with  those 
on  a  saddle-ridge,  which  joined  those  mountains  with  the 
great  Rhune,  and  was  to  be  assailed  by  Giron. 

Between  Alton's  right  and  Giron's  left  was  an  isoUted 
advanced  ridge  called  .by  the  soldiers  the  Boar't  back, 
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the  summit  of  nvhich,  half  n  milt  long  and  rounded  at 
each  mdf  w»b  occupied  by  lour  ir>ench  companies.  Tkis 
huge  eairalier,  thmm  m  it  vcn  into  the  golf  on 
allies'  right  of  the  load,  ooveied  the  Puerto  and  the 
saddle  ridge  ;  and  thouirh  of  mean  height  in  comparison  of 
the  towering  ranges  behind,  was  yet  sn  lofty,  that  a  fvw 
waming-Bhots,  fired  from  the  summit  by  the  enemy,  onij 
reached  the  alUes  at  ils  base  with  that  stow  atnging  aodnid 
which  maika  the  dying  fime  of  a  nndcet-halL  It  was 
essential  to  take  this  Boar's  back  before  the  general  attack 
commenced,  and  five  companies  of  riticmen,  supported  by 
the  17th  Portuguese,  a^ssailod  it  at  the  Vera  end,  whik 
a  battalion  oC  Giron'a  Spaniaide,  pveoeded  by  a  oompaaj 
of  the  43id,  attaoked  it  on  the  othet  Meanwhile  tiie 
French  were  in  confusion. 

Clanzel  knew  by  a  spy  in  the  night  that  the  Bayonette 
was  to  be  aasaulted,  and  in  the  morning  had  heaid  from 
OoniooXy  at  Sane,  that  Giion'i  camps  w«re  ahandoned 
although  the  tents  of  the  seyentili  dhnnoi  stai 

standing  ;  at  the  same  time  musketry  was  heard  on  the 
side  of  Urdax,  a  cannuiiade  on  the  side  of  Irun  ;  and  then 
came  Tanpin's  report  that  the  vale  of  Vera  was  filled  with 
tioopa  To  this  last  quarter  Clanael  hnxtied.  On  his  left 
the  Spaniards  had  then  drivra  Gonroiix*s  ontposte  frm 
the  gorge  leading  to  Sarre,  and  a  detachment  was  creepincr 
up  towards  the  unguarded  head  of  the  great  iUiunc; 
wherefore,  ordering  four  r^ments  of  Conroux's  diTiskm 
to  ooevpj  the  snminit  the  front  and  the  flanks  of  that 
mountain,  he  placed  a  reserve  of  two  other  regiments 
behind  it,  hoping  thus  to  secure  possession  and  Fup- 
port  Taupin:  but  that  general's  fate  had  been  aiieadj 
decided  by  Alton. 
Soon  after  seven  o'clock  a  few  cannon-shot  frraa  aome 

mountain-guns,  of  which  each  side  had  a  battery,  weix 
followed  by  the  Spanish  liiusketry  on  the  right,  and 
the  next  moment  the  JiQcw*s  back  was  simultaneonaly 
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assailed  at  botli  ends.  The  riflemen  on  the  Vera  side 
ascended  to  a  small  pine-wood  two-tluids  up  and  there 
rested,  but  aoon  raomad  tKmr  moraneni  md  with  a 
Booniful  gallantry  swept  the  Frenbh  off  the  top,  disdaining 
to  use  their  rifles  save  with  a  few  shots  down  the  reverse 
side  to  allow  they  were  masters  of  the  ridge.  This  had 
been  the  signal  for  the  general  attack.  The  Portuguese 
followed  the  Yictonous  ahaip-ahootcn ;  the  43rd9  pre- 
ceded by  ihdr  own  skinnishers  and  the  rsnuander  of  the 
rilicmou  of  the  right  wing,  plunged  into  the  nigged  pass ; 
Lon^a  entered  the  crloomv  wood  of  the  ravine  on  their 
lefty  and  beyond  Longa^  Colbome's  brigade,  moving  by 
nanow  paths,  assailed  the  Bayonette.  The  52nd  took 
the  middle  ton^^e,  the  Ca^adores  and  riflemen  the  two 
outermost,  and  all  bore  wuli  a  concentric  movement 
against  the  star  redoubt  on  the  platform  above.  Longa's 
second  brigade  diould  have  flanked  the  left  of  this  attack 
with  a  wide  skirting  movement;  but  natho;  he  ner  his 
starred  soldiers  knew  much  of  such  waifaie,  and  tiierefora 
quietly  followed  the  riflemen  in  reserve. 

Soon  the  open  slopes  were  covered  with  men  and  with 
Are,  and  a  confused  sound  of  mingled  shouts  and  mu»- 
ketiy  filled  the  deep  hollows,  from  wlmoe  the  white  smoke 
came  curling  up  fifom  their  gloomy  recesses.  The  French, 
compared  with  their  assailants,  socmed  few  and  scattered 
on  the  mountain  side,  and  Kempt  s  brigade  fought  its  way 
without  a  cheek  tbiouidi  all  ^e  retrenchments  on  the 
main  pass,  the  skirmishere  spreading  wider  as  the  d^th 
of  the  ravines  on  each  side  leisened  and  melted  into  the 
higher  ridges.  When  lialf-way  np  an  upcu  platform  gave 
a  clear  view  over  the  Bayonette  slopes,  and  all  eyes  were 
turned  that  way*  Loin's  ri^t  brigade^  fitting  in  the 
golf  between,  seemed  labouring  and  over-matohed ;  but 
beyond  it,  on  the  broad  open  space  in  front  of  the  star- 
fort,  Colbome's  Ca^-adores  and  riflemen  were  peon  to  come 
out  in  small  bodies  fiom  a  forest  which  covered  the  three 
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tongnefi  of  land  up  to  the  edge  of  the  platfoim.  Their 
ire  was  sharp,  thmr  pace  rapid,  and  in  a  few  moments 

they  closed  upon  the  redoubt  in  a  mass,  but  the  o2nd 
were  not  then  in  sight,  and  the  French,  thinking  from  the 
dark  clothing  all  were  rortugoeee^  rushed  in  close  order 
out  of  the  intrenchment ;  they  were  numerous  and  yery 
sodden,  the  rifle  as  a  weapon  is  ovennatched  by  the 
musket  and  bayonet,  and  this  rongh  diarge  sent  the  scat- 
tered assailants  back  over  the  rocky  edge  of  the  dc-cjiit 
With  shrill  cries  the  French  followed,  but  just  then  the  • 
52nd  soldiers  appeared  on  the  platform  and  raising  their 
about  mshed  forward;  tbeir  red  uniform  and  fall  career 
atarded  the  hitherto  adTentorous  French,  they  stopped 
short,  wavered,  and  soon  turning  fled  to  their  intrench- 
ment. Tlic  52nd,  followiiifr  liard,  entered  the  works  with 
them,  and  then  the  riflemen  and  Ca(;adore8,  who  had  mean- 
while rallied,  passed  it  on  both  flanks ;  for  a  few  moments 
eTeryihing  was  hidden  by  a  dense  Tohime  of  smoke,  but 
again  the  British  shout  pealed  high  and  the  whole  mass 
emerged  on  the  other  side,  the  French,  now  the  fewer, 
flyinjr,  the  otlicrs  pursuing,  until  the  second  intrenchment, 
half-way  up  the  parent  slope,  enabled  the  retreating  troops 
to  make  another  stand. 

The  exulting  and  approving  cheers  of  Eempt's  brigade 
Ihen  echoed  along  the  mountain-side,  and  with  renewed 
vigour  the  men  continued  to  scale  the  craggy  iiiuuntain, 
ligliting  tlieir  toilsome  way  to  the  top  of  the  TuertOb 
]Meanwhile  Colbome,  after  having  carried  the  second  en- 
trenchment above  the  star-fort,  was  brought  to  a  check 
by  the  works  on  the  crest  of  the  mountain,  from  whence 
the  French,  not  only  plied  his  troops  with  nuisketry  at  a 
grcai  advantage  but  rolled  huge  stones  down  tlic  steep. 

These  works  were  well  lined  with  men  and  strengthened 
by  a  laxge  redoubt  on  the  right,  yet  the  defenders  soon 
Altered,  for  theb  left  flank  was  tnroed  by  Kempt,  and  the 
effects  of  Wellington's  general  combinations  were  felt  in 
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another  quarter.  Freyre's  Spaniards,  after  carrying  the 
Mandale  mountain,  had  pushed  to  a  road  leading  from 
the  Bayonette  to  St.  Jean  dc  Luz,  which  was  the  line  of 
retreat  for  Tanpin's  right  inng.  The  Bpaniaids  got  there 
first,  and  Taupin,  heing  thus  cnt  off  on  ^t  side,  had  to 
file  his  right  iukIlt  lire  alon^x  the  crest  of  the  Bavonctte  to 
reach  the  Puerto  de  Vera  road^  wlierc  he  joined  his  centre, 
but  so  doing  lost  a  mountain-battery  and  three  hundred 
men.  These  last  irese  captured  by  Colbome  in  a  remark* 
ahle  manner.  Accompanied  by  one  of  his  staff  and  half- 
a-dozcn  riflemen,  he  crossed  their  march  unexpectedly^ 
and  with  his  usual  cool  intrepidity  ordered  them  to  lay 
down  their  arms;  an  order  which  they,  thinking  them- 
selves entirely  cut  off,  obeyed.  During  these  events,  the 
Frencli  skirmislicrs  in  the  deep  ravine  between  the  two 
lines  of  attack,  bein^  feebly  pushed  by  Longa's  troops, 
retreated  slowly,  and  gutting  amongst  some  rocks  from 
whence  there  was  no  escape  also  surrendered  to  Kempt» 
Taupin's  right  and  centre  being  then  completely  beaten 
fled  down  the  side  of  the  mountain,  closely  pursued  until 
they  rallied  upon  Villatte's  reserve,  which  was  in  order  of 
battle  on  a  ridge  extending  across  the  gorge  of  Olette, 
between  Urogne  and  Ascain.  The  Bayonette,  Commissari, 
and  Puerto  de  Veta,  were  thus  won  after  five  hours' 
incessant  fighting  and  toiling  np  their  cra«fgy  sides. 
Nevertheless  the  battle  was  still  maintained  by  the 
French  troops  on  the  summit  of  the  Khune. 

Giron,  after  driving  Conrouz's  advanced  post  firom  ther 
gorge  leading  from  Vera  to  Sarre,  had  pushed  a  battalion 
towards  the  head  of  the  irreat  llhunc,  and  placed  n  reserve 
in  the  gorge  to  cover  his  rear  from  any  counter-attack. 
Bat  when  his  left  wing  was  free  to  move  by  the  capture 
of  the  Boar*$  haek^  he  fought  his  way  up  abreast  with 
the  British  line  until  near  the  saddle-rid^e,  a  little  to  the 
light  of  the  Puerto.  There  his  men  were  arrested  by  a 
strong  line  of  abbatUs,  from  behind  which  two  French 
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regiments  poured  a  heavj  fire ;  an  adveutnrer  named 
Downic,  then  a  Spanish  gaieiil,  exhorted  them  and  tb^ 
kapt  their  xtakB,  jet  did  mot  adwiee ;  but  thete  hafpeaed 
to  be  preeent  an  offioer  of  the  4Sfd  nguieiit,  neined  Han^ 

lock,*  who  heinc^  attached  to  Alton's  st^ilY  had  been  sent  to 
aeccrtain  G  iron's  progresa  His  fiery  temper  could  not 
brook  the  check.  He  took  off  his  hat,  caUed  upon  tbe 
SpaniacdBy  and  pottiag  spun  to  his  bone  at  one  boanl 
eleaared  the  abba^  and  went  beadloof  aa^ng  the  enemy. 
Then  the  Boldiers,  shoutinir  for  *'  El  ckieo  blanea/' — the 
fair  hoij^'  so  they  called  him,  for  he  was  very  young  and 
had  light  hair, — with  one  shock  broke  thrcmgh,  at  the 
▼efj  mooMnt  the  Fmoh  centro  was  flying  under  die  five 
of  Kcmpt's  skimnshers  from  the  Pnerto  on  the  left. 

1'hc  two  defeated  recriments  retired  by  tlieir  left  to  the 
iknks  of  the  Khime,  and  thoa  Cbozel  had  eight  regiments 
ooneentnled  on  this  great  mountain.  Two  oeev^aed  the 
highest  rocks  called  the  Hermitage ;  fiinir  were  on  tte 
flanks,  descending  towards  Ascain  on  one  hand,  and  Sane 
on  the  other ;  the  remaining  two  occupied  a  lower  panillel 
mountain  behind,  called  the  small  Ehuna  Giron  s  nght 
wing  first  didodged  a  small  body  from  a  detadied  pile  d 
cruip^  about  mnsket-flhot  bdow  the  sumndt  of  the  greater 
lilimir,  'A\\\  tlicn  assailed  the  bald  starinir  rocks  of  the 
IJenuitagc  itself,  endeavouring  at  the  same  time  to  turn  it 
on  the  rij^t.  At  both  pointe  the  attempts  wen  defeated 
with  loss,  the  Hermitage  was  impregnable;  the  Fiendi 
foBed  down  stones  large  enoi^  to  sweep  away  a  whole 
coluiuii  at  once,  and  the  Spaiiiardii  reported  to  a  distant 
musketry  which  If^ted  until  night 

In  this  fi^t  Taupin  lost  two  geneialsy  four  hundred 
men  killed  and  wennded,  and  fire  hundred  prisonem  The 
loss  of  the  allies  was  nearly  a  thousuid,  of  wluch  half  were 
Spaniards,  and  the  success  was  not  complete;  for  while 

*  Colonel  Hsrdock,  liiioe  kilkd  in  the  Pku^tab  at  the  ImmI  of  tke 
UthDnsMoa* 
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the  allies'  new  podtion  was  imiecure. 

Welliiiglon»  obflerring  that  the  left  £taok  of  the  moon- 
tidn  descending  towards  Sam  was  less  inaccessible,  con- 
centrated the  Spaniards  next  dny  on  that  side  for  a  cora- 
Inned  attack  against  the  mountain  itself,  and  against  the 
camp  of  iSane.  At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  TOfka 
whkh  studded  the  lower  parts  of  the  Bhone  slope  wen 
assailed  by  the  Spaniards,  and  detachments  of  the  seventh 
division  dLSi  t'inlLd  from  the  Puerto  de  Echallar  ii].on  the 
fort  of  tSan  Barbe,  and  other  outworks  covering  the  French 
camp  of  Saneu  The  Andafaasians  easily  won  the  rocks 
and  an  intienehed  height  commanding  the  camp  ;  for 
Clauzel,  alarmed  by  some  slight  demonstrations  of  the 
sixth  division  in  rear  of  his  left,  thouirht  he  should  be  cut 
off  from  his  great  camp,  and  very  suddenly  abandoned^  not 
only  the  slope  of  the  monntain  but  all  his  advanced  works 
in  the  basin  below,  inclndinpc  the  fort  of  San  Baibe.  Hia 
troops  were  thus  concentrated  un  the  height  btjliind  Sarre, 
still  holding  with  their  right  the  smaller  £hnne,  but  the 
consequences  of  his  error  were  soon  apparent.  Wellington 
egtabliahed  a  strong  body  of  Spamards  doee  to  the  Her- 
mitage, and  the  two  French  regiments  thero,  seeing  the 

lower  slopes  and  San  Barbu  gn  eri  n\K  imagined  they  also 
would  be  cut  off,  and  without  orders  abandoned  their  im- 
pregnable post  in  the  night 

Next  Biorning  aome  of  the  sevevth  division  rashly  poshed 
into  the  village  of  Sarre,  and  were  quickly  repulsed ;  they 
would  have  lost  the  canip  and  works  taken  the  day  before 
if  the  Spaniards  had  not  socooored  them.  The  whole  loss 
on  the  three  da^  fighting  was  fcmrteen  hundred  French 
and  sixteen  hundred  of  the  allies;  but  many  of  the 
woimded  were  not  bronght  in  until  the  third  day  after  the 
action,  and  others  perished  miserably  where  they  fell,  it 
being  impossible  to  discover  them  in  those  vast  solitudes. 
Some  men  also  descended  to  the  French  Tillag^i,  got 
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drunk  utkI  were  taken  ;  nor  was  the  nnm^  tr  siaall  of  those 
who  plundered  in  deftauce  of  Lord  Wellington  s  proclama- 
tions. He  airested  and  sent  sereml  offiom  to  En^and, 
obeming  in  his  order  of  tho  daj,  tliat  if  he  had  five  times 
as  many  men  he  could  not  venture  to  invade  France  unless 
marauding  wns  prevented.  It  is  reiiiarkahlc  likewise,  that 
the  French  troops  on  the  same  day  acted  towards  their 
own  conntiymen  in  the  same  manner,  and  that  Sonlt  also 
checked  the  mischief  with  a  terrible  hand,  cansing  a  cap* 
tain  of  some  reputation  to  be  shot  as  an  example,  fcr  hav- 
ing suffered  lii?  men  to  plunJor  a  liouse  in  Sarre. 

With  exception  of  the  slight  checks  susUiined  at  tSane 
and  Ainhoa»  the  oomse  of  these  operations  had  been  emi- 
nently snocessfhl,  and  the  bravery  of  troops  who  assailed 
and  carried  sueli  stiipendniLS  ])o.-^itions  must  he  atlniirLi. 
To  them  tlic  unhnished  state  of  the  French  works  was  not 
Tisihle.    Day  after  day,  for  more  than  a  month,  intrench* 
ment  had  risen  over  intrenchment,  covering  the  slopes  of 
mountains  scarcely  accessible  from  their  natural  steepness 
and  asperity.     These  could  be  seen,  hut  the  growing 
strength  of  the  works,  the  height  of  the  mountains,  the 
broad  river  with  its  heavy  sands  and  its  mighty  rushing  tide, 
aU  were  despised  by  those  bxave  soldiers ;  and  while  they 
attacked  with  sach  confident  valonr,  the  French  fought  in 
defence  of  their  dizzy  steeps  with  far  k.  6  lierceness  than 
when,  striving  against  insurmount^ible  obstacles,  tiiey  at- 
tempted to  storm  the  lofty  rocks  of  Saurorcn.  Oontinnal 
defeat  had  lowered  their  spirit   Yet  the  feeble  defence  oa 
this  occasion  may  he  traced  to  another  cause.   It  was  a 
general's  not  a  s<iUlier'ji  battle.    Wellington  had  w'nii 
ovenuastcring  combinations  overwhelmed  every  poinu 
Taupin's  and  Maucnne's  divisions  were  each  less  than 
five  thousand  strong  and  were  sepovatdy  assailed,  the  first 
by  eighteen  the  second  by  fifteen  thousand  men ;  and  at 
neither  point  were  Reille  and  Clanzel  able  to  bring  their 
jt^mes  into  action  before  the  positions  were  won. 
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Sovlt  complained  that  his  lientenantB  vere  unprepared^ 
although  repeatedly  told  an  attack  was  to  be  expected,  and 

though  they  heard  the  noise  of  the  giins  and  |M  n toons 
about  Irun  on  the  night  of  the  oth,  and  again  on  the 
night  of  the  6th.  The  passage  of  the  river  had  he  said^ 
commenced  only  at  seven  oclock,  long  after  dajrhght';  the 
enemy's  masses  were  clearly  seen  forming  on  the  banks, 
and  there  was  full  time  for  Bojer's  divi^iion  to  arn\  e  be- 
fore the  Croix  des  Bouquets  was  lost ;  yet  the  battle  was 
fought  in  disorder  with  less  than  five  thousand  men,  in- 
stead of  ten  thousand  in  good  order  and  supported  by 
Villatte's  reserve.  To  this  negligence  they  also  added 
discouragement.  They  had  so  litde  confidence  in  the 
strength  of  their  positions,  that  if  the  allies  had  pushed 
vigorously  forward  before  his  own  arrival,  they  would  have 
entered  St.  Jean  de  Luz  and  forced  the  French  army  back 
upon  the  Nive  and  Adour.  This  was  true,  but  such  a  stroke 
did  not  comport  with  Wellington  s  system.  He  could  not 
go  beyond  the  Adonr,  he  doubted  whether  he  could  even 
maintain  his  army  during  the  winter  in  the  position  he 
had  already  gained ;  and  he  was  averse  to  the  experiment, 
while  Pampeluna  held  out  and  the  war  in  Germany  bore 
an  undecided  aspects 

Soult  was  very  apprehennve  for  some  days  of  another 
;.tt:ak  •  but  when  lie  saw  Wellington's  masses  lorni  ]>er- 
iiianent  camps  he  ordLied  Foy  to  recover  the  fort  of  San 
Barbe,  which  blocked  a  pass  leading  from  the  vale  of  Vera 
to  Sane  and  defended  some  narrow  ground  between  La 
Bhnne  and  the  Nivelie  river.  Abandoned  without  reason 
by  the  French,  it  was  only  occupied  by  a  Spanish  picqnet, 
several  battalions  beina  LiK-nnped  in  a  wood  close  be- 
hind, ^lany  othcers  and  men  slept  in  the  fort,  and  on 
the  night  of  the  12th  three  French  battalions  surprised 
and  escaiaded  the  work ;  the  Spanish  troops  behind  went 
off  in  confusion  at  the  first  alann,  and  two  hundred  soldiem 
with  fifteen  officers  were  made  prisoners.    Two  Spanish 
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hi^tftl^APffj  aaiiamcd  of  the  surpiize,  made  a  vigorous  effort 
to  Twms  the  fort  «t  dajlighl^  but  wm  repoked,  and 
then  ia  attempt  was  made  with  fi^e  battafions.  Cbniel 

bronfirht  up  two  cruns,  and  a  csLarp  skirmish  took  place  il 
the  woo<l  which  la^itod  for  several  hours,  the  French  en- 
deaTOuriTii;  to  regain  the  whole  of  their  old  iatMchmenU, 
the  Speniaids  to  the  lort    Neither  loeceedei 

San  Barbe  remained  with  the  Fiendi,  who  loet  tvro  bim- 
drod  men,  while  the  Spaniards  lost  five  hundred.  Soon  after 
this  action  a  French  sloop  of  war  run  from  St.  Jean  de 
Lm,  bat  three  English  brigs  oat  her  oi^  and  the  crew  aller 
exchanging  a  few  diBtaat  ihots  eet  her  on  fire  and  eseiped 
in  boats  to  the  Adonr. 

Head-(|uartcrs  were  now  fixed  in  Vera,  and  the  allied 
anny  was  organized  in  three  grand  divisions.    The  riirht, 
having  Mina's  and  Morillo  s  battalions  attached  to  it,  ww 
commanded  by  General  Hill,  and  extended  fiom  Ronotf- 
valles  to  the  Baetaa.   The  centre,  ocetipying  Maya,  dw 
Echallar,  lUiuue  and  Bavonette  mountain?,  was  crvven 
to  Marshal  Bere^f<ir<l    The  left,  extending  irom  the  Maa- 
dale  mountain  to  the  aea,  was  under  Sir  John  Hope.  Tbift 
officer  moeeded  Graham,  who  had  returned  to  England 
Commanding  in  chief  at  Corona  after  Sir  John  Moore'i 
death,  he  was  superior  in  rank  to  Lord  Wellin^n  during 
the  early  part  of  the  Feninsulai'  war,  hut  when  the  latt^ 
obtained  ^e  baton  of  field-marshal  at  Vittoria,  Hope,  wiik 
a  patriotism  and  modesty  worthy  of  the  pupil  <^  Aheh 
crombie,  the  friend  and  comrade  of  Moore,  oflfered  to  serve 
as  second  in  command,  and  Wt'llinirton  joyfully  accepted 
hiniy  saying — "  Me  was  the  aidett  officer  m  the  army" 

BATTLE  OF  THK  ^^IVELLE. 

After  the  passage  of  the  Bidassoa,  Soult  was  agsiduQis 
to  complete  an  immense  chain  of  intrencfaments^  some 
thirty  miha  long^  which  he  had  ptevioqsly  mnmmtfd 
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The  space  between  tlie  sea  and  the  upper  Nivellc,  an 
opening  of  sixteen  miles^  was  defended  by  doable  lines, 
ttd  the  lower  part  of  tbatnyer,  sweeping  behind  the  second 
of  ihem,  formed  a  thiid  line,  haying  the  intrenched  camp 
of  Serres  on  its  right  bank :  the  upper  river  separated 
D'Erlon's  from  Clauzfl's  positions  but  was  crossed  by  the 
bridge  of  Amotz,  and  the  left  of  D'Erlon  rested  on  the 
nragh  Mondanitt  numntainSt  whioh  dosed  that  flank, 
abutting  on  the  IGts. 

Be)uiid  the  Nive,  Foy  was  called  down  that  nver 
towards  the  bridge  of  Cambo,  which  was  fortified  in  rear 
of  D'Erlon's  left^  and  from  thence  Soult  had  traced  a 
second  chain  of  intrenched  camp6>  on  a  shorter  line  behind 
the  Niydle,  by  San  P^,  to  join  his  camp  at  Serree :  thus 
placed,  Foy  had  tlie  power  of  reinforcing  D'Erlon  or 
menacing  the  right  of  the  allies  according  to  events. 

Keille  still  commanded  on  the  right  in  the  low  groond 
covering  St  Jean  de  Lnx. 

Lord  Wellington  oonld  scarcely  feed  his  troops  ;  those 
on  the  right,  at  Roncesvalles,  went  two  days  without  provi- 
sions, l>eing  blocked  up  by  snow ;  and  the  rest  of  the  army, 
with  the  exception  of  the  fiist  division,  was  lying  ont  on  the 
crests  of  higii  mountains  yeiy  mnch  exposed.  This  made 
ihem  indeed  incredibly  hardy  and  esger  to  poor  down  on 
the  fertile  French  plains  below  ;  but  notwithstanding  his 
recent  bold  operation  Wellington  looked  to  a  retreat  into 
Spain  and  a  removal  of  the  war  to  Catalonia ;  for  his  posi- 
tion was  scarcely  tenaUe  firom  political  and  other  diffi- 
culties, all  of  which  be  had  foreseen  and  foretold  when  the 
fuuliali  iiu[  i  tuiiity  of  the  English  Government  urged  him 
to  enter  France.  And  if  Soult,  who  waa  continually  but 
Tainlymging  Bncbet  to  co-operate  with  him,  had  penoaded 
that  marshal  to  act  witb  ^igour  the  allies  most  ha^e 
retreated  to  the  Ebro.  Suchet  however  would  not  stir, 
and  the  war  in  Geriiiany  having  taken  a  favourable  turn 
Wellington  eventually  resolved  to  force  the  f  rench  lines* 
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Hence  when  Pampelona  snrraidered,  early  in  Noireniber, 

HUl's  right  was  muvcd  from  Roncesvallcs  to  the  Ba^taa 
with  a  view  tu  tlic  battle,  and  Mina  took  its  place  ou  the 
mountains ;  ^>ut  then  the  Spanish  general  Frejre  suddenly 
dcdazed  that  he  iraa  nnaUe  to  sabeiBt  and  most  withdiair 
«  part  of  his  troops.  Tlus  was  a  trick  to  obtain  proviaons 
from  the  Eii^li.^h,  uuA  ii  v. as  successful,  for  the  projected 
attack  ccuM  not  be  made  without  his  aidL  Forty  tliuusand 
rations  o&  flonr,  with  a  ionnal  intimation  that  if  he  did 
not  co-operate  the  whole  army  must  retire  again  into  Spain, 
contented  him  for  the  moment;  bat  it  was  declared  the 
Fiipply  given  would  only  suffice  fur  two  dhys,  although  there 
wcru  less  than  ten  thousand  soldiers  in  the  field  ! 

Heayy  rain  again  dokyed  the  attack,  bat  on  the  10th  oC 
Noyember,  ninety  thonsand  combatants,  seven ty-fonr  thoa- 
sand  being  Anglo- Portuguese,  descended  to  battle,  and 
with  them  ninety-five  piccc?^  of  artillery,  all  of  which  were 
with  inconceivable  vigour  thrown  into  action :  four  thousand 
five  handred  cavalry  and  some  Spaniards  remained  in 
reserve  near  Pampeluna.  The  French  had  been  aogmented 
by  a  levy  of  conscripts,  many  of  whom  however  deserted  to 
the  interiur,  and  the  lighting  men  did  not  exceed  seventy- 
nine  thousand,  including  the  garrisons.  Six  thousand  were 
cavaby,  and  as  Foy's  operations  were  extraneous,  scaiody 
sLxty  thousand  infantry  and  artOleiy  weie  actually  in 
line. 

On  Soult's'side  each  lieiitinant-general  had  a  special 
pomthm  to  defend.  The  left  of  D'Erlon  s  first  line,  restiiig 
on  the  fortified  rocks  of  Mondarin,  could  not  be  turned  ; 
right  was  on  the  Nivelle,  and  the  whole,  strongly  intrenclied, 
was  occupied  by  one  of  Abbe  s  and  one  of  B'Annafir- 
nac's  brigades.  His  second  line,  oa  a  broad  ridge  several 
miles  behind,  was  occupied  by  the  remaining  brig^es  oC 
those  divisions,  and  its  left  did  not  extend  beyond  the 
centre  of  the  first  line  ;  but  the  right  reached  to  the  bridge 
of  Amotz,  where  the  iSivelie,  flowing  ^n  a  slanting  directions 
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grtvc  L^reatcr  space.  Three  great  redou1)ts  were  in  aline  on  this 
hdge,  and  a  fourth  had  been  commenced  close  to  the  bridge. 

On  the  right  of  D'Erlon's  second  line,  that  is  to  say 
beycnd  the  bridge  <^  Amotz,  Ghrazers  poaitioii  extended  to 
Aseain,  along  a  strong  Tsnge  of  heights  fortified  with  mimy 
redoubts  trenches  and  abhatis ;  and  as  the  IN'ivelle,  after 
passing  Amotz,  swept  in  a  curve  completely  round  this 
range  to  Ascain,  both  flanks  rested  alike  npon  that  river,— 
the  bridges  of  Amots  and  Asoain  being  dose  on  the  i^t 
and  left,  and  a  retreat  open  by  the  bridges  of  San  and 
Harasta^  in  rear  of  the  centre.  Two  of  Clauzers  divisions, 
reinforced  by  one  of  D'Erlon's  under  General  Maransin,  were 
here  posted.  In  ficont  of  the  left  were  the  redoubts  of  St.  Barbe 
and  Grenada^  covering  the  riUage  and  ridge  of  Sane.  In 
&>nt  of  the  riglit  tras  the  smaller  Bhnne,  which  was  fortified 
and  occupied  by  a  brigade  of  Maransin *3  division  :  a  new 
redoubt  with  abhatis  was  also  commenced  to  cover  the 
approaches  to  the  bridge  of  Amotz. 

On  the  right  of  this  line»  beyond  the  bridge  of  Ascain, 
Daricau's  division  of  ClanzeVs  corps,  and  the  Italian  bri- 
irade  of  San  Pol,  drawn  from  Villatte's  reserve,  held  the  in- 
trenched camp  of  SerreSy  thus  connecting  Clauzels  position 
with  Villatte's,  which  crossed  the  gorges  of  Olette  and  Joili- 
mont.  Beilie's  position,  strongly  fortified  on  the  lower  ground 
and  partially  covered  by  inundations,  was  nearly  impregnable. 

Soult's  weakest  point  was  between  the  Rhnne  mountains 
and  the  Nivclle,  where  the  space,  gradually  narrowing  as 
it  approached  the  Inidge  of  Amots,  was  the  most  open 
and  ilie  least  fortified.  The  Nivelle  being  foidable  abdve 
this  bridge  did  not  hamper  the  allies'  movements,  and  a 
powerful  force  acting  in  that  direction  could  therefore  pass 
hj  D'Erlon's  hrst  line,  and  break  between  the  right  of  his 
second  line  and  Clanzel's  left;  it  was  thus  Wellington 
Aamed  his  battle ;  for  seeing  the  French  right  could  not 
be  forced,  he  decided  to  hold  it  in  check  while  he  broke 
their  centre  and  pushed  down  the  Kivelle  to  San  Pe. 

2  I 
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in  dug  view,  Hill,  leaving  fom  of  Mina's  battalions  to 
teihe  wskM  id  UmiAm,  vw^im  the  nif^  tb» 
pMM  of  tha  Pii«t»  de  Ibja  to  fid  w  D'BiioiL 

On  Hill  3  left,  Beresford  was  to  send  the  third  ^tMfl* 
agUDSt  the  unfinish^^l  redoubts  and  iiitrenchments  coverin? 

bndge  of  Amotz,  thus  turning  D'Jficio&'s  ughi  wbil^i^ 
vti  attecked  in  fimi  by  HilL 

Ott  <ii6  kft  of  tlM  tliM  ai▼iBMl^  Ao  BOfVBlk, 
from  the  EcLuiiar  jja^^,  was  to  storm  the  GrcnaJii  redoabt, 
passe  Sane,  and  assail  Claoael  abreast  with  the  tliini 
dififlioii. 

On  ibokft  of     iOfCBd^  4ke  foorih  dm«^ 
on  the  biw  dopes  of  tiie  gw>«r  Unmo,  wm  to  dtion' 

vpon  San  Barbc,  and  then,  moving  through  iSaxrc  also,  tl 
aoaii  Clauzcl  abreast  with  the  seventh  division. 

Ob  the  left  of  the  fonrth  division,  Giron's  ^oniaA 
gn&oed  higher  vf  tho  flank  of  the  grat  Ekue^  weto 
more  abmat  with  tho  othoi,  learag  Sam  on  Hmr  ri^t 
They  were  to  d^i^L  the  enemy  Irum  the  lower  slopes  of  the 
smaller  lihunc,  and  then  join  the  attack  on  Claiizel*^ 
position.  lathis  way  Hill's  and  fieresford'soofpn^lormiJ^ 
nmaHof  flMTo  than  IMj  thoamd  infanb]r» 
thrast  on  both  Mm  o(  the  bndgo  of  Amote,  botit0 
Clauzel  and  D'Ei  lon, 

Charles  Alten  with  the  li^t  division  and  Longt  s 
B|miiiiiiTi^,  tsgothsf  oight  ^mmid,  was  likowke  to  attack 
Cbaad'f  lino  on  tho  kit  of  €Kran»  whik  FiojK%  CMO^ 
approadied  ihe  bridge  of  Aioain  to  pnfwt  TmuSanms^ 
coming  from  the  camp  of  Serres.    But  ere  Alten  coul^ 
assail  Ulauzd  s  right  the  smaller  Ehiine  which  covm^ 
was  to  bo  taken.   This  ontwoik  was  a  hog'a-bnok 
anng  alinqi%  ont  of  taWo  land  oppoeila  tiae  greiltf 
Rhime  and  inaccessible  along  its  frmit,  whidi  was  pi^ 
cipitous  and  from  fifty  to  two  liundred  feet  high  ;  on  ine 
enemy's  left  the  rocks  gradually  d/ecieased,  descending  ^ 
a  long  idopo  to  Om  ?allegr  of  Bano^  mi  tuo-tkMa  dsaa 
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tbe  d4th  French  i^giment  was  placed,  with  m  out-post  at 
aone  isobited  cnigB  between  tfie  two  BIuum  On  the 
eiMBiy's  lig^  tfaelMg^s-baek  aiiiik  by  degrees  into  an  open 
platform,  but  was  covered  at  its  termination  by  a  marsh 
scarcely  passable.  The  attacking  troops  had  therefore  first 
to  move  against  the  perpendicular  rooks  in  front,  aikd  then 
to  file  under  fire  between  the  nunb  and  lower  loelai,  to 
gain  an  aeoenUe  point  fnm  whenoe  to  fight  Hheat  way 
along  the  ntirrow  ridge  of  the  hog's-back,  the  bristles  of 
the  latter  being  huge  perpendicular  crags  built  up  with 
loose  stones  into  snuUl  forts  or  oastles  whioh  eonunnnicated 
by  nanow  foot-ways^  and  rose  one  above  another  until  the 
enhninant  point  was  attained. 

Beyond  this  ridge  an  cxtcnsn  e  t;iljle-land  wa^  bounded 
by  a  deep  ra\dne,  one  narrow  space  on  the  right  of  the 
manh  excepted,  where  the  enemy  had  a  traverse  of  loose 
stones  inmiing  perpenfionlariy  from  behind  the  hog^s* 
baek  and  endbig  in  a  star  Ibrt.  Thk  rampart  and*  tot» 
and  the  hog's-back  itself,  were  defended  by  Barbot's 
brigade,  whose  line  of  retreat  was  a  low  neck  of  land 
bridging  the  deep  ravineti  and  Bnking  the  Rhone  to 
CSaniel's  main  position.  A  leservo  was  placed  there  to 
sustain  '&n  84tih  Prendb  regiment  on  tiie  dope  of  the 
mountain,  and  to  protect  the  neck,  which  was  the  only 
approach  to  the  main  position  in  that  part  To  storm  the 
nmOer  Rhime  was  therefore  a  nocessaiy  preliminaiy  to 
ibe  geneial  battle^  and  AHen,  filing  his  troops  after  daik 
on  the  Ml,  firom  Hn  Hermitage,  ilie  Oommmnri,  and  Ae 
Puerto  de  Vera,  collected  them  at  midnight  on  that  slope 
of  tliL'  greater  Khune  which  descended  towards  Ascain. 

The  main  bodji  tormng  the  marsh  by  the  left,  was  to 
asBail  the  stone  traverse  and  lap  over  tfie  star  fort  by  tiie 
ravine  beyond;  Longa,  stretching  still  fiirther  on  the 
left,  was  to  turn  the  smaller  Rhune  altogether ;  the  43rd 
i^giment  was  to  assail  the  hog's-baok.  One  battalion  of 
nflemen  and  ihe  monntam-gnns  were  left  en  tiie  grea(^ 
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Bliune,  with  ordcra  to  assail  tlie  French  34th  and  connect 
Alton's  attack  with  Giron's.  All  these  troops  gained  their 
respective  stations  so  secretly  the  enemy' had  no  suspidaii 
of  their  piesenoe,  altboii^  for  several  honn  the  coLimiiis 
were  lying  wiihm  half  mosket-sfaot  of  tiie  works:  to> 
wards  morning  indeed,  five  or  six  guns  fired  in  a  harried 
manner  from  the  low  ground  near  the  sea  broke  the  still- 
ness, yet  all  remained  quiet  on  the  Ehunes,  and  the  British 
troops  silently  awaited  the  rising  of  the  sun,  when  three 
grnis  fired  from  the  sumniit  of  the  Atchufaia  moantam 
were  to  be  the  signal  of  attack* 

BATTLE  0?  THE  KIVBLLE. 

With  great  splendour  the  day  broke,  and  as  the  first  ray 
of  light  played  on  the  summit  of  the  lofty  Atchubia,  the 
signal  goDS  were  fired  in  rapid  soooessien.  Then  the4ighi 
division  soldiers  leaped  up,  and  the  French  bdield  with 
astonishment  the  columns  rushing  onward  from  the  fiauk 
of  the  great  Rhune.  Kuniiing  to  their  works  T^  irli  luuch 
tumult,  they  opened  a  few  pieces,  which  were  answered  from 
the  top  of  the  greater  Ehunc  by  the  mountain-artiliery, 
and  two  compaiues  of  the  43rd  wen  detached  to  Gross  the 
marshy  if  possible,  and  keep  down  the  enemy's  fire  fitom  the 
lower  part  of  the  hog's-back.  The  action  being  thus  com- 
menced, the  remainder  of  that  re<riment  advanced  against 
the  high  rocks,  fiom  whence  the  l^rench  shot  fast  imd 
thickly,  but  the  quick  even  movement  of  the  line  deceived 
their  aim^  and  the  soldiers,  ronning  forward  very  swiftly, 
tamed  suddenly  betwesn  the  rocks  and  the  nunlh  and 
were  immediately  joined  by  the  two  companies,  wliidi  had 
passed  tliat  obstacle  notwithstanding  its  depth.  Then  all 
together  jumped  into  the  lower  works,  and  the  men,  ex- 
hausted by  their  exertions,  for  they  had  ran  over  hslf  a 
mile  of  very  rough  difficolt  greond  with  a  wonderial  speed, 
remained  fSoir  a  fbw  minutes  lying  down  and  paniuig  within 
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haiS  ]nttol-Bhot  of  the  fint  stone  caetle,  ftom  whenoe  oama 

a  sharp  and  biting  musketry :  when  their  breath  returned 
thev  aro?e  and  with  a  stem  shout  commenced  the  assault. 

As  numerous  as  the  assailants  were  the  defenders,  and 
for  six  weeks  they  had  boen  labouring  on  their  well-eon* 
triTed  easdes;  bnt  strong  and  valiant  in  anns  most  tlie 
soldiers  have  been  who  stood  in  that  hour  before  the 
veterans  of  tlic  lord.  One  French  grciuulicr  officer  only 
dared  to  sustain  the  nish.  Standinc:  alone  on  the  liicrh 
wall  of  the  hist  castle  and  flinging  large  stones  with  both 
Lis  hands,  a  noble  figore,  he  fought  to  the  last  and  fell, 
while  his  men,  shrinking  on  each  aide,  sought  safety 
among  the  rooks  behind.  Close  and  oonfnsed  then  was 
the  fight,  man  mot  mnn  :it  every  turn,  yet  with  a  nittling 
fire  of  mu^iketiy,  sometimes  struggling  in  the  intricate 
narrow  paths,  sometimes  chmbing  the  loose  stone  wails, 
the  British  soldiers  won  their  desperate  way,  and  soon 
carried  a  second  castle,  named  by  the  French  the  magpie's 
nest,  because  of  a  lofly  rock  within  it  on  which  a  few 
marksmen  were  perched.  From  this  castle  they  were 
driven  into  a  culminant  citadel,  called  the  Donjon,  larger 
than  the  others,  and  covered  by  a  natural  ditch  or  cleft  in 
the  rocks  fifteen  feet  deep. 

There  they  tfiade  a  final  stand,  and  the  assaihints,  having 
advanced  so  as  to  look  into  the  rear  of  the  rampart  and 
star  fort  on  the  tahlc-land  below,  suspended  the  vehement 
throng  of  their  attack  for  a  while ;  partly  to  gather  head 
for  storming  the  Donjon,  partly  to  fire  on  the  enemy 
beneath,  who  were  warmly  engaged  with  ^e  two  battalions 
of  riflemen,  the  Portugaese  Oa9adores,  and  the  17th  For- 
tujruese.  Tliis  ];i-t  rccriment  was  to  have  followed  the 
4:?rd,  hut  seeing  Low  rapidly  and  surely  the  latter  were 
carrying  the  rocks,  had  moved  at  once  against  the  traverse 
on  the  odier  side  of  the  marsh.  The  French  thus  pressed 
in  front,  and  taoght  by  the  fire  they  were  outflanked 
on  the  ridge  above ;  seeing  the  52nd  also  turning  their 
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extreme  ricrht  by  the  deep  ravine  bev  jnd  the  star  fort, 
abandoiR'd  their  work^  beluw.  Then  the  4^rd  gathering  a 
stvoDg  liead  stormed  the  Donjon.  Some  kftped  with  % 
dmt  dom  tiie  daep  «kft  tiis  mk,  nAmB  iamd  il  bj 
lihe  namir  patfn  om  omIi  flmk,  tad  utttti  nw  ate* 
doncd  ;it  tlu-  in'-iiuut  of  beinir  scaled.  Thus  in  tweoty 
minutes  six  hundred  old  aoldiers  were  hustled  out  of  tliis 
kbyriBlb ;  yei  not  io  easil J  b«t  Ihfti  th«  fi^^ 
kit  ekm  cAom  and  tudgr-tefcn  BBk 

The  whok  Momtaiii  wm  mm  domi,  te  Hit  litaMi 
droppin«^  almost  perpendicularly  down  from  the  gwattf 
Khunc  upon  the  |K>st  oi  cnigs,  hod  seized  it  with  sma^ 
loBB.  Yet  the  J  w@»  ill  seeonded  by  G  iron's  Sftaiards,  and 
liMdlyhtfidM  by  theFrauhdith,  whiAMiiitneiiii 
mahipoBt  «aiheibpft»  Mid  M^raeid  dM  ti^  of  Hie  mb- 
fused  crowd  rushincr  down  from  the  sisndkr  lilimie  to>v:ir> 
the  neck  o£  land  bduad,  where  all  rallied  and  seamed  la- 
diaed  to  meir  the  aelioiiy  yel»  a£ter  0Qm  heaitatiia,  M- 
tnmedtlMarretDBet  TkM&vmhkBOBAtiwadeci^ 
stroke  had  been  looM  ftr  by  the  commander  of  the  43rd; 
but  the  officer  intrusted  with  the  reserve  companies  oi 
K^iment  had  thrown  them  heedlessly  into  the  %ht,  ii^ 
leodered  it  impoenble  to  collect  im  tiaw  *  bodj  fimg 
enon^  to  aMol  eoeh  a  heaTy^uML  The^oontaet  alAa 
stone  rampart  and  star  fort,  being  shortened  by  the  rapU 
success  on  the  hog's-back,  had  not  been  very  severe,  hut 
General  Kempt,  always  conspicuous  for  his  valour,  was 
aererdy  wounded;  nefeHheleiB  he  did  not  qut  the  6eU, 
and  soon  re-lMVied  hk  brigade  on  the  pktfom  he  haitB 
gallantly  won.  l.onga,  during  the  fij:]it,  i^ot  close  to  As- 
cain,  in  conncctiuii  with  Freyre's  trumps,  and  in  this 
of  afiimrs,  the  enmy  now  and  th^  cannonading  inm  a 
distance,  Alten  awaited  the  pN^gnai  cf  the  annj  on  hb 
ri^t,  for  the  cdnmns  there  had  a  kng  way  to  maich  and 

it  was  essential  to  regulate  the  movements. 

The  signal-gona  from  the  Atchuhia  which  s^t  the  liglit 
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division  agaiost  the  Rhune,  had  also  sent  the  fourth  and 
seventh  divisions  against  San  Barbc  and  Grenada,  and  wliiic 
fii^teen  guns,  placed  in  battery  against  the  fonner,  poured 
•tawanft  of  abot^  tha  troofs  adwMed  iritii  toating-liiddeBi. 
The  skuiaklieii  eocm  got  in  rear  of  the  mtrkj  whereupon 
the  French  leaping  out  fled,  and  then  E,oss  d  battery  of 
horse-artiller}^,  ^illopinir  to  a  rising  sround  in  rear  of  the 
Grenada  fort,  drove  the  enemy  from,  there  also.  Aft&i 
that  the  loittaiii]^  tmpe  won  the  Tillage  of  Sane  and  the 
heighte  beyond,  aad  advaaced  to  the  aittaek  of  Chmd'B 
main  position. 

it  was  now  eight  o'clock,  and  to  the  troops  posted  on  the 
Ahime  &  ^leiMiid  spectacle  was  presented.   On  one  hand 
the  aUpi  of  war,  dowlj  aaUing  to  and  fio^  wen  exchanging 
>aiiolB  with  the  finrt  of  Socoa,  while  Hope,  sMnaenig  aD  the 

French  lines  in  the  low  crround,  sent  the  sound  of  a  bun- 
dred  pieces  of  artillery  bellowing  up  the  rocks.  He  was 
anaweiedhjneafly  as  many  from  the  tope  of  the  monntains, 
anidai  the  wmke  of  whieh  the  aammit  of  the  great  Atbfai^ 
hia  glitlend  to  the  lising  wm,  while  fifty  thoiaaad  mokf 
rushing  down  its  enormous  slopes  with  ringing  shouts 
seemed  to  chase  the  receding  shadows  into  the  deep  vallej. 
The  phuns  of  FiaDee,  ao  keg  overlooked  firom  the  towering 
eiaga  of  the  Pjieneea,  wm  to  be  the  price  of  battle^  aad 
the  ha]f>lamtthed  soUieni  in  iSbmt  fbiy  wm  biealdng 
through  the  iron  ban*ier  erected  by  Soult  if  it  were  but 
a  screen  of  reeds. 

The  praoifal  aetioB  was  on  a  space  of  seven  eight 
miles,  yet  the  skira  of  battle  spread  wide^  and  in  no  point 
had  the  combinations  Med.  Far  on  the  rif^t  Hill  with  a 
long  and  difficult  night  march  had  got  near  the  enemy 
before  seven  o'clock,  and  apposing  his  Spanish  troops  to 
Abba's  left  on  the  Mondarain  rooks^  he  with  the  seeond 
diviaon  bradied  baek  B'Annagnac'a  brigade  ftom  the 
forge  of  Urdax  and  the  village  of  Ainhoa  ;  but  he  called 
the  sixth  division  and  Hamilton's  Portuguese  over  the 
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NireUe,  to  aiot  on  the  light  instead  of  the  left  Imid^  s^ahiak 

the  bridge  of  Amotz.  Thus  three  diyisions  approached 
D'Erlon's  second  position  in  mass,  yet  the  country  was 
very  rugged,  and  it  was  eleven  o'clock  before  they  got 
within  cannon-shot  of  the  French  ledonbtB,  each  of  which 
oontained  fire  hnndied  men.  They  vere  placed  along^ 
the  sommit  of  a  high  ridge  thickly  clothed  wi^  basheB 
and  covered  by  a  ravine  ;  but  General  Clinton,  leadiiig  the 
sixth  division  on  the  extreme  left,  turned  this  ravine  and 
drove  the  enemy  from  the  unhnished  works  covering  the 
bridge,  after  which,  wheeling  to  the  right,  he  advanoed 
against  the  nearest  redoubt  and  the  garrison  abandoned  it 
Meanwhile  the  Portuguese  and  the  second  division,  passing 
the  raviiie,  appeared  on  the  ridit  of  the  sixth,  raenacin^j  the 
second  and  third  redoubts,  wkeixupon  ail  were  abandoned. 
D'Armagnac  then  set  hre  to  his  hutted  camp  anti  retreated 
to  Helbaoen  de  Borda,  behind  San  pnrsaed  by  Clinton. 
Abba's  second  brigade,  forming  the  ^ench  left,  though 
separated  by  a  ravine  from  B'Armagnac,  after  some  hesi- 
tation also  retreated  towards  Cambo,  where  his  first  brigade^ 
coming  down  the  Mondarain  mountain  rejoined  him. 
•  It  was  the  procTcss  of  the  battle  on  the  left  of  the  Nive 
that  rendered  D'Erlon's  fi^t  on  the  right  bank  so  feeUe ; 
for  after  the  ftll  of  St  Barbe  and  Grenada  Comoox  endea- 
voured to  defiud  the  village  and  heights  of  Sarre,  but 
while  the  fourth  and  -Lventh  divisions  carried  those  points, 
the  third  division,  on  their  right,  pushed  rapidly  to  the 
bridge  of  Amotz,  presenting  in  conjunction  with  the  sixth 
division  the  narrow  end  of  a  wedg^  now  formed  by 
Beresford's  and  Hill's  corps.  "Hie  Frendi  were  tiras 
drivtii  fruin  all  their  unfinished  works  covering  that  bridge 
on  both  sides  of  the  Nivelle,  and  Conroux's  division, 
spread  from  Sazre  to  Amotz,  was  broken  by  superior  num- 
bers at  every  point  When  he  attempted  to  defend  the 
finished  works  at  the  bridge  itsdf,  he  fell  mortally  wonnded, 
his  troops  retired,  and  the  third  division  seizing  the  bridge, 
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estabUshecl  itself  on  some  heights  between  thu^t  structure  and 
a  large  unfinished  work  called  the  redoubts  of  Louis  XIV. 
All  this  happened  nbout  eleven  o'clock,  mi  D'£rlon, 
fymag  to  be  cat  off  from  St  ¥6,  then  gaye  vp  his  strong 
podtion  to  Hill,  as  before  shown ;  at  tiie  same  tame  the 
remainder  of  Conroux's  troops  fell  back  in  disorder  from 
Sarre,  pursued  by  the  fourth  and  seventh  divisions,  which 
were  immediately  established  on  the  left  of  the  third.  The 
commimicatioik  betweea  Clauzel  and  D'Erlon  was  thus  cut ; 
the  left  flank  of  one  and  the  ri^t  flank  of  the  other  were 
broken  ajid  a  direct  communication  between  Hill  and 
Beresford  secured  by  the  same  blow. 

Clauzel  still  stood  firm  with  Tanpin's  imd  Maransin's 
divisions,  and  the  latter  having  xeooTsied  Barbot's  bri- 
gade from  the  smaller  Khune,  occupied  the  Tedonbt  of 
Louis  XIV.  where,  su|)[)<jrtcd  with  eight  fitld- pieces,  he 
attempted  to  cover  the  llight  of  Conroux's  troops.  Koss  s 
bone  artillery,  the  only  battery  which  had  sormonnted  the 
difllcoltaeB  of  ground  aftor  pasong  Sane,  silenced  tiiese 
guns,  and  the  infantry  were  theil  assailed  in  front  by  the 
fourth  and  seventh  divisions,  in  flank  by  the  third  division. 
The  redoubt  of  Louis  XIV.  was  soon  stormed  and  the  gar- 
rison bayonetted,  Gomronz's  men  continued  to  fly,  Maran- 
sin's were  cast  headlong  into  the  raTines  bdund  their  posi- 
tion, and  that  general  was  taken  but  escaped  in  the  con- 
fusion :  Giron  also  came  up  now,  yet  too  late,  and  after 
having  abandoned  the  riflemen  on  the  lower  slopes  of  the 
smaller  Ehnne. 

Tanpin's  division  and  a  large  body  of  conscripts  forming 
Clauzel's  right,  still  remained  to  li-lit.  Their  left  rested 
on  a  large  work  called  the  signal  reduubt,  which  had  no 
artillery  yet  overlooked  the  whole  position  ;  their  right 
was  covered  by  two  redoubts  overhanging  a  ravine  which 
separated  them  flrom  the  camp  of  Serres ;  some  works  in 
the  ravine  itself  protected  their  communication  by  the 
bridge  of  Ascain ;  and  behind  the  signal  redoubt^  on  a  ridge 
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crossing  the  road  to  Sm  along  wliich  Manuiiaii  and 
Conrotix's  diyisions  were  fljing,  tliera  wis  anothar  wmk, 
«abd  the  ndimbi  oi  ifiwwti^iH^  mbfm  €kmmi  thm^ 
hb  miglil  slill  diipiiie  ^  TOtey,  if  Ui  iwrfe  ftyiaw  in 

the  camp  of  Serres  could  come  to  his  iiiJ.  In  this  vitw  he 
drew  the  31st  Frenck  liegiment  ixom  Taupm  to  post  it  in 
front  of  the  redoabt  of  Haastagn;  his  obieot  httmg  im 
aQy  MiwMwi'g  tad  CoMOi'g  tMoyi  aid  In  •  »MrBM^ 
ilM  left  Ml  HifMhiguia,  the  ligfat  m  Utt  ■^■■l  ■«idfliH» 
iiit  i  \\  liich  last  he  threw  six  hmidred  of  the  88th  llegiinenk 
In  this  positioD,  ^viag  &  retreat  bj  the  bndgc  of  tho  Ascain, 
he  resolved  to  mew  tte  figbl^  but  his  plan  £uled  at  ^ 
MMrt  of  ooMplm,  beosM  TM^ift  eo«U  iMt  1^ 
§m  iiie  li^bt  diTMioa  vliidi      wir  again  in  Ml  arfwa. 

About  Lali-past  nine,  Altcn,  seeing  the  whole  of  the 
^If^ffti^  on  his  xi^kt  as  far  as  the  eye  ooald  reach  well 
engaged  wkk  the  eseny,  had  paaed  the  lour  aeok  of  laad 
inhkfroBfty  iiie  52tod  BegiMBt  Indii^  viihan^ 
and  a  yery  narrow  front,  nnder  a  destmetiTe 
and  miiisketry  frum  tlic  iiktreiiclmitiits,  which  corered  the 
side  of  the  opposite  mountain.  A  road  coniiTig  from 
Aaoam  bj  tiie  rmm  led  «p  the  poatiaD,  and  ae  the  52iid 
{Naked  their  attack  ikng  it  Oe  Fmeh  thandoned  the 
intrenchments  on  each  side,  and  forsook  even  the  crowning 
works  above.  Thin  f  'rraidable  regiment  was  full  Dwed  bj 
the  remainder  of  the  dirision,  yet  Taopin  awaited  the 
affmh  i^ove,  being  siipotied  by  tte  eoumpts  in  hk 
rear ;  bnt  at  that  moment  tiie  Spaniartb  opened  a  disAwt 
fikirmishinfr  fire  against  the  works  covering  tlic  bridge  of 
Ascain  on  his  right,  whereupon  a  panic  seized  his  men^  and 
the  TOth  Bcf^ment  abandoned  the  two  redoubts  above, 
while  the  copacapig  were  withdmnL  daaad  ccdcred 
Tanpin  to  retake  the  forts,  but  thos  only  added  to  iSbn  dis- 
order ;  the  70th  Regiment,  instead  of  facing  aV)out,  dis- 
banded entirely  and  were  not  reassembled  nntil  next  day. 
Thete  remained  only  four  ragimcnii  unbndLen,  one,  the  88th, 
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was  in  the  signal  redoubt ;  two  with  Taupin  kept  together  in 
the  rear  of  the  works  on  the  li^t,  and  the  3l0t  wmni 
ihefinrtcf  Heimtogda,  new  the  oaly  liae  of  ifl»t> 
In  thifl  emergency,  Olamel,  tazioii  to  Vrisf  eff  the 

88th  resriment,  ordered  T;LUi)iii  to  charge  on  one  side  of 
the  signal  redoubt,  intending  to  do  the  same  himseli  oa 
the  ether  at  the  head  el  the  Slst  i^imeBt ;  hot  the  latter 
im  new  Tigomely  attaeiked  by  the  Peitagaeie  ef  the 

seventh  diyiffion,  and  the  finvHi  difuioii  was  rapidly 

inttr|>ogin^  between  that  regiment  and  the  sis^nal  redonbt. 
Moreover  Alton,  previous  to  this,  had  directed  the  43rd, 

dialaiiee  eC  UMlritiJMrt,  the  xig^  flank  of  die  apial 

ledonbt ;  wherefore  Tanpin,  instead  of  charging  waa  Mm- 

sclf  charged  in  front  by  the  riflemen,  and  beingr  menaced 
at  tho  same  time  in  iiank  by  the  fourth  division,  retreated, 
elosely  pamed  by  Baawd  until  thafc  atnpid  eAoerfrU 
dangeioiialy  mranded.  M eaairMle  die  aeventh  drnm 
broke  the  French  diet,  and  the  rout  became  general ;  the 
French  fled  to  the  different  bridges  over  the  Mvelley  and 
the  signal  redoubt  was  le£t  to  ita  £ate. 

Thia  tenidahle  mA  beared  the  1M7  ef  the 
dimion,  yet  it  mm  ol  ne  Takw  te  Ae  deiaiioe  when  the 
forts  ou  it^  Hanks  were  abandoned.  Colbome  approached 
it  in  front  with  the  52nd  regiment,  (riron's  Spaniards 
aoenaeed  it  on  ColboKne's  right,  the  fourth  division  waa 
paamg  to  fta  iear»  and  Kempt'a  biigade  mi  tnmiiig 
it  on  the  left  Golbonie,  whoee  auIHaiy  judgment  was 
seldom  lit  fault,  seeing  the  work  must  fall,  halted  under 
the  brow  of  the  conical  hill  on  which  it  was  situated  to 
aaye  his  men  ;  but  some  of  Giron  s  Spaniards  made  a 
vaonting  though  feeble  demooBtmtion  of  attaoking  it  on 
lua  right  and  were  beaten,  and  at  that  memoit  a  staff- 
officer,  without  warrant,  for  Altcn  on  the  spot  assured  the 
Author  of  this  History  tliat  he  sent  no  such  order,  rode 
up  and  directed  Colbome  to  advance.   It  was  not  a 
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moment  for  remonstrance.  The  steepness  of  the  loll 
corned  his  men  until  he  reached  the  flat  top,  and  then 
the  tfoopi  made  their  rah ;  hut  a  diteh,  thirty  leet  deep^ 
wdl  ftmised  and  palliaaded,  stopped  them  short,  and  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  statclied  the  foremost  in  death.  The 
intrepid  Oolborne,  escaping  miracolouBly,  for  he  was  always 
at  the  head  on  honehack,  immediately  led  the  regiment 
under  the  hrow  to  another  pointy  where,  thinking  to  take 
the  French  nnawu^,  he  made  another  meh,  yet  intb 
the  same  result:  at  three  different  ilices  did  he  rise  to 
the  surfiM}e  in  this  manner,  and  each  time  the  head  of 
his  eolnmn  was  swept  away.  Then  holding  ovtt  a  white 
handkerohief  he  sommoned  the  commandant,  and  showed 
to  him  how  his  work  was  sorronnded,  whereupon  he 
jielded,  havinir  had  only  one  man  killed  ;  but  on  the 
British  side  there  fcU  two  hundred  soldiers  of  a  regiment 
ne?er  florpasaed  in  arms  since  anns  were  first  borne  by 
men — ^rictims  to  the  preoamptuoos  felly  of  n  young  staff* 
officer. 

During  this  affair  all  Clanzel's  other  troops  hiid  crossed 
the  NivcUe,  Maransin's  and  Conroux's  divisions  near  San 
P^,  the  8l8t  regiment  at  Harastagnia,  Tanpin  between 
that  pUM)e  and  the  bridge  of  Serres.  They  were  pursned 
by  the  third  and  seventh  divi.'^ions  ;  and  the  skirmishers  of 
the  former  crossing  by  Amotz  and  a  bridge  above  San  F6 
entered  that  place  while  the  French  were  in  the  act  of 
peering  the  riyer  below.  Conronx's  troops  then  poshed 
on  to  Helbacen  de  Borda,  a  fortified  position  on  the  road 
from  San  Pe  to  Bayonne,  where  they  were  joined  by 
Taupin,  and  by  B'Erlon  with  D*Armagnac's  di\nsion, 
while  Clauzel  rallied  Maransin's  men  and  took  post  on 
some  heights  immediately  aboye  San  Pd 

Sonlt  was  not  present  at  any  of  these  aetions.  He  had 
hurried  on  tlie  first  alarm  from  St.  Jean  de  Luz  to  Serres 
with  his  reserve  artillery  and  spare  troops,  and  now 
menaced  Wellington's  left  flank  by  Ascain,  whereupon 
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the  latter  Iialted  the  fourth  and  light  divisions  and 
Giron's  Spamards,  to  fiicc  Seires  until  Clinton's  division 
vas  wdl  adyanced  on  the  rij^t  of  the  Niyelle;  When 
he  was  assnied  of  its  progresB  he  oroflsed  the  Nirelle  with 

the  third  and  seventh  divisions,  and  drove  Maransin  from 
his  new  position,  after  a  hard  stru^le  in  which  General 
Inglis  was  wounded,  and  the  5lst  and  68th  regiments 
weie  handled  very  looghly.  This  ended  the  hattle  in  the 
centre,  for  darkness  was  coming  on  and  Clinton's  men  had 
been  marching  or  fighting  for  twenty-four  hours :  but  three 
divisions  were  now  fiimly  established  in  rear  of  8onlt's 
light,  of  whoae  opmtions  it  is  time  to  treat 

In  fiiont  of  Beille's  intrenohments  were  two  advanced 
positions,  the  camp  of  the  Sans  Culottes  on  the  right,  the 
Bons  Secours  in  the  centre,  covering  Urogne.  The  first 
had  been  carried  early  in  the  morning  by  the  fifth  division, 
which  advanced  to  the  inundation  coyeiiiig  the  heights  of 
Bordegain  and  Oiboure.  The  second  was  also  easily  taken  . 
by  the  Germans  and  the  guards,  and  immediately  after- 
wards the  85th  regiment  drove  a  French  hattaliurk  out  of 
Urogne.  The  first  division  then  menaced  the  camp  of 
BelcheD%  and  the  German  skinnisheis  passed  a  small 
stream  covering  that  part  of  the  line,  jet  were  driven  back 
by  the  enemy,  whose  musketry  and  cannonade  were  brisk 
alonor  the  whole  front.  Meanwhile  Freyre,  advancing  on 
the  light  of  the  tot  division,  opened  a  battery  against 
a  laige  work  covering  Ascain,  where  he  was  opposed  by 
his  own  countrymen  under  Casa  Palado,  commanding  the 
rcmaiiio  of  Ju^^cph's  Spanisli  guards.  This  false  battle 
was  maintained  until  nightfall,  witli  equal  loss  of  men,  yet 
great  advantage  to  the  allieSi  because  it  entirely  occupied 
Beille  and  Villatte^  and  prevented  their  troops  in  the  camp 
of  Senres  from  passbg  by  the  bridge  of  Ascain  to  aid 
Clauzel,  who  was  thus  overpowered.  When  that  event 
happened,  and  Wellington  had  passed  the  Nivelle  at  San 
Fe,  lieilie  retired  to  Uie  heights  of  Bidart  on  the  road  to 
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Bayonne.  He  retired  in  irood  order,  destroying  the  bridires. 
Paring  the  nigiit  the  aUiiid  army  halted  on  the  pogition 
pined  in  tiie  centra,  bnttaipadiatal  iwillyirinn  crteiiiag 
s  vood  MDplfltafy  aapinUd       fioqwato  iwmgfc  Ainn 

from  the  main  body — spreading  far  and  wide  over  ^ 
heath,  it  iighu;d  up  aU  the  hilla,  a  blazing  sign  of  war  to 

On  Hm  llA  ^  my  miimmi  m  mdM  Me: 
Hope  IMM  the  Ni^  abm  8t  Jen  do  La  od 

man  licd  m  Bidart ;  Beresford  moved  by  the  roads  hiding 
upon  Arl><jnne ;  Hill  bronsrht  his  left  forward  into  com- 
mnnioation  witk  Bmn^ard^  and  witk  liii  witre  Uaoi 
Ombo  mi  Nim 

Tluf  clung*  of  front  aad  Ao  time  feqvnod  toMtem 
the  bridf^es  fur  the  artillery,  enabled  Soult  to  mlly  his 
army  upon  a  third  line  of  iurtiiied  camps  which  he  had 
previously  oonunenoed,  the  light  resting  on  the  coast  at 
,  BidMrt>  tiM owtie at  HoOmmi  Boida,  ^  MtatUslHito 
OB  tibo  NtTo.   Hii  fimt  wao  of  eig^  miieo,  \mk  variai 

were  only  slightl}'  advanced,  and  dreading  a  second  battle 
on  6u  wide  a  field  he  drew  back  his  centre  and  left  to 
Arbonne  and  AnumtZy  lm>ko  down  the  bndgeo  on  the 
Hifo  il  UoteiH  nd  at  two  o'okek  n  digbt  Ainitt, 
oomnMBeed  bj  tho  allMi  In  4o  owin^  doiod  4be  da/f 
proceeding. 

AciLt  morning  the  French  retired  to  the  ridge  of  BeyriB, 
having  iiieir  ri^  in  adTonoe  st  Anglet  and  their  kft  ia 
tks  islMMlMd  oanp  of  Bajone  Mar  M«ac.  Tiie  movo- 
BMOt  wao  oofwed  hj  a  denae  fog,  bvt  lAimk  tlto  da^ 

cleared  ll<*pe  took  post  at  Bidart  uu  the  k*ft,  Beresford 
occupied  Aketzc,  Arbonnci  and  the  hiU  of  San  Barbe  in 
iiia  oeatre,  and  Hill  endeavoimd  to  paas  tbe  fwds  aad 
natofo  the  hnkm  bndges  of  UatacHa.  Ho  also  made  a 
demonslnition  agaliisi  ihe  woAb  w/t  Oambo,  hat  heaiy 
rain  in  the  mountains  rendered  the  fords  inijiassable  and 
both  points  were  deicnded  anccotsiullj  by  k'oy,  whose 
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operations  having  been  distinct  from  the  rest  require 
notice.  D'Erlon,  mistrusting  the  strength  of  his  gwb 
pontHm,  had  m  tiie  m^t  of  the  Mb  aent  him  ordefB  to 
Bflieh  from  Bidaiftj  to  Bspeletto ;  Wt  the  mcaMngcf  did 
not  arrive  in  time,  and  on  the  liiurning  of  the  10th,  Foy, 
following  Soult's  previous  instructions,  dioye  Mina's  bat- 
talions from  the  Gorospil  mountain  ;  then  pressing  against 
ibe  flank  of  Moiitta  m  HUl'a  n^t  he  Inoad  Urn  aba 
baek  fighting  to  ^  Pnerto  de  M aja.  Howem  D'Bilon'B 
battle  was  at  this  period  receding  fast,  and  Foy  fearing  to 
be  cut  off  retired  with  the  loss  of  a  colonel  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  karing  taken  a  quantity  of  baggage 
and  a  bandied  pninnaEi*  Contininng  his  letnat  all  night 
lie  reaehed  Oambo  and  Uetariti  on  the  and  on  the 
12 til  defended  them  against  Hill. 

Such  w  ere  the  principal  circumstances  of  the  battle  of 
tiie  Niyelk,  ifhetAj  Sonlt  nas  dmen  from  a  Montoin 
position  he  had  been  fortifymg  far  time  numAi.  He  ket  . 
four  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  men  andol^. 
including  twelve  or  f  mrteen  hundred  pri^^oners,  and  one 
general  killed.  His  £tid-magazines  at  St  Jean  de  Lua 
and  Espdbtto  feu  into  the  baMb  of  ti»  violoi^  andfifty^ 
one  pieces  of  artiOeij  were  taken,  tiie  giealer  part  aban- 
doned in  tiie  ledonbli  ci  tiie  low  country  to  Hope.  The 
allies  had  two  generals,  Kempt  and  Byngr,  wfiuiidcd,  and 
they  lost  two  tboonnd  aix  handled  and  ninetj-four  men 
and  ^/fliefiWi 

In  tiie  xeport  ef  tiie  battie,  aeMi  and  tordy  juetioe  tvaa 
done  to  tiie  divinon.  Acting  alone,  for  Longa's 
Spaniards  scarcely  fired  a  shot,  tliat  division,  of  only  four 
thonsand  seven  hundred  men  and  o&cers,  first  carried  the 
flma&r  Rhane  dflteM  bjBaibot'a  biigaile^  aadtiien  beai 
Twofiak'B  dinauA  fima  1^  Bain  posliony  dfadving  superior 
nnmben  itom  tiie  strongest  works:  numbering  less  than 
one-sixth  of  the  whole  force  employed  ar.iinst  Clauzel, 
it  had  dfttfffttfd  one-third  of  tiiat  graoali  ooirpgi  Sa 
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doing  it  loBt  many  bxave  men,  and  of  two  who  fell  I  will 

apeak. 

The  first,  low  in  rank,  being  but  a  lieutenant,  was  nclx 
in  honour,  for  he  bore  many  scars  and  WcOS  young  of  days. 
He  was  only  nineteen,  and  had  seen  more  oombats  and 
aieges  than  he  coold  oount  yean.  Slight  in  penon,  and 
of  snch  soipaanng  and  delicate  beauty  that  the  Spaniards 
often  thought  him  a  girl  disgnised  in  man's  clothing,  he 
was  yet  so  vigorous,  so  active,  so  brave,  that  the  most 
daring  and  experienced  veterans  watched  his  looks  on  the 
field  of  battle,  and  would  obey  his  sligUteat  sign  in  the 
most  difficult  ntoationB.  His  education  was  incomplete, 
yet  were  his  natwal  powers  so  happy  the  keenest  and 
best-famished  intellects  shrank  from  an  enooxmter  of  wit, 
and  all  his  thoughts  and  asinrritions  were  proud  and  noble, 
indicating  future  greatness  destiny  had  so  willed  it. 
Such  was  Edward  Freer  of  the  43rd,  one  of  three  brothers 
who  aU  died  in  the  Spanish  war.  Assailed  the  nij^t 
before  the  battle  with  that  strange  anticipation  of  coming 
death  so  often  felt  by  military  men,  he  was  pierced  with 
three  balls  at  the  first  storming  of  the  Rhune  rocks,  and 
the  sternest  soldiers  in  the  regiment  wept  even  in  the 
middle  of  the  fight  when  they  heard  of  his  fate. 

On.  the  same  day  and  at  the  same  hoar  was  killed 
Colonel  Thomas  Lloyd.  He  likewise  had  been  a  kmg 
time  in  the  4drd.  Under  him  Freer  had  learned  the 
rudimenta  of  his  profession,  but  prumotion  had  placed 
Lloyd  at  the  head  of  the  94th,  and  leading  that  regiment 
he  felL  In  him  were  combined  mental  and  bodily  powers 
of  no  ordinary  kind.  A  gracefdl  symmetry  of  person  com* 
bined  with  Herculean  strength  and  a  firank  migeatic 
countenance,  indicated  a  great  and  commanding  cbaiaoter. 
Ilis  military  ac(^uircments  were  extensive  both  frum  ex- 
peiiencc  and  study,  and  on  his  mirth  and  vnt,  so  well 
known  in  the  army,  it  is  only  necessaiy  to  remark,  that  he 
1^  used  the  latter  without  offimoe,  yet  so  as  to  inereaae  his 
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asoendancY  over  those  mUk  whom  be  held  inteicotme ;  for 

though  gentle  he  was  valiant,  ambitious,  and  conscious  of 
his  fitness  for  ^eat  exploits.  He  like  Freer  was  prescient 
of  and  predicted  his  own  fa}!,  yet  with  no  abatement  of 
courage.  When  he  reoeiTed  the  mortal  wound,  a  most 
painfiil  one,  he  wonld  not  suffer  himsdf  to  he  moved,  bnt 
remained  watching  the  buttle  Mud  making  observatioiis 
upon  the  changes  in  it  until  death  came,  and  at  the  age 
of  thir^,  the  good,  the  brave^  the  generous  Llojd  died. 
Tributes  to  his  merit  have  been  published  by  Lord 
Wellington  and  by  one  of  his  own  poor  soldiers !  by  the 
hicrhest  and  by  the  lowest !  To  their  testiin  iiy  I  add 
mine,  let  those  who  served  on  equal  terms  with  him  say 
whether  in  aught  I  have  exceeded  his  deserts. 
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SocLT,  having  lost  the  Nivelle,  ai  first  designed  to  leave 
part  of  his  forco  in  the  in  trend  led  camp  of  Bayoxme,  and 
take  a  flft«Ving  position  behind  the  Nive,  half-way  be- 
tween Bayanne  and  St  Jean  Pied  de  Port.   With  his  left 
on  the  intrenched  mofontain  of  Uisoua,  his  right  on  the 
heiL^hts  'd\>v\v  Cambo,  the  donble  bridge-head  of  wliich 
would  enable  Inui  to  make  ollcmdve  movements  on  the  left 
bank,  he  hoped  to  ooofine  WeUington  to  the  distiict  betireeii 
that  river  and  the  sea,  and  render  his  sitoation  veiy  uneasy 
during  the  winter  if  he  did  not  retire.    He  was  forced  to 
modify  this  plan  ;  the  Kavonne  camp  was  incomplete  ;  the 
work  on  the  Ursouia  mountain  had  been  neglected|  coa- 
traiy  to  his  ordeiSi  and  the  bridge-head  at  Gambo,  only 
oommenced  on  the  right  bank,  was  on  the  left  oonstnicted 
defectively  :  the  river  in  dry  weather  was  fordable  also  ar. 
Ustaritz  below  Canibu,  and  in  many  places  abuve  that 
point.    Remaining  therefore  at  Bayonne  with  six  divisions 
and  Villatte's  reserve,  he  sent  D'£rlon  with  three  divisdans 
to  reinfoTce  Foy  at  Cambo. 

But  uuitlier  D  Erlon's  divisions  nor  Soult's  whole  imuy 
could  have  stopped  Wellington  if  other  circumstances  had 
permitted  him  to  follow  up  his  victory.  Neither  the  woiks 
of  the  Bayonne  eamp  nor  the  barrier  of  the  Nive  eonld 
have  baned  the  progress  of  his  fieiy  host,  if  nature  had  not 
opposed  her  obstacles^  which  were  insuperable.  The  clayey 
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coontij  at  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenees  was  impassable  after 
sain,  except  bj  the  royal  road  near  the  eoast,  or  by  thai 
ef  St  Jean  Ked  de  Port,  and  both  iraie  in  the  power  of 

the  FrencL  On  the  bye-ioads  the  infantry  sank  to  the 
mid  leg,  the  cavalry  above  the  horses'  knees,  even  to  the 
saddle-girths  in  some  places,  and  the  artillery  could  not 
more  at  alL  £ain  and  ioff  on  the  12ih  had  enabled 
Somlt  to  regain  hie  camp  and  aecore  the  high  road  to 
St.  Jean  Pied  do  Port,  by  which  his  troops  easily  recovered 
their  proper  posts  on  the  Nive,  while  Wellington,  tixed  in 
the  swamps,  could  only  make  the  ineffectual  demonstration 
at  Ustaiiti  and  Oambo  already  notioed.  Bat  on  the  16th, 
uneasy  for  his  right  flank,  he  direeied  HOI  to  nmiaice 
Cainbo  again.  Foy  had  orders  to  preserve  the  bridge-head 
there  on  the  right  bank  in  any  circumstances,  and  only 
abandon  the  left  bank  in  the  event  of  a  general  attack ; 
bnt  the  offioer  at  the  bridge  now  destroyed  in  a  panic  all 
the  works  and  the  bridge  itself  This  was  a  great  loss  to- 
Soult.  and  enabled  Wellini^ton  to  take  cantonments. 

Bad  weather  was  not  the  only  obstacle  to  the  British 
operations.  During  the  battle  of  the  10th  Freyre's  and 
Longa's  aoldieia  had  pillaged  Aacain  and  mnidered  sevefal 
persons ;  and  next  day  all  the  Spanish  troops  committed 
excesses  in  various  places.  On  the  right,  Mina'sbattali^  n.^^ 
who  were  mutinous,  made  a  plundering  and  murdenng 
inoani<ni  towalcds  Hellette ;  the  Portngneae  and  British 
BoldieiB  commenced  Hke  ovtrages,  killing  two  poraia  in 
one  town,  but  General  Pakenham,  arriving  at  the  moment, 
put  the  perpetrators  to  deutli,  nipping  this  wickedness 
in  the  bud  at  his  own  risk,  for  leg^y  he  had  not  that 
power.  He  was  a  man,  whoae  generosity,  hnmani^  and 
ehiTahie  spirit,  ezdted  tiie  admiration  of  eyery  honovrable 
person,  yet  is  he  the  officer  who,  falling  at  New  Orleans, 
has  been  so  foully  traduced  by  American  writers.  Pre- 
eminently distinguished  by  his  detestation  of  inhumanity 
and  ontiage,  he  has  been  with  astounding  frbehood  repre- 

2  a  2 


Digitized  by  Google 


452  NIVE,  NOVEMBER,  ldl3.  [Book  iiv. 

sented  as  instigating  his  troops  there  to  infunons  exoeBM 
Bnt  from  a  people  holding  miltimis  of  tiieir  fellow*beiiigB  is 

the  must  horril»lc  £;lavery,  while  they  prate  and  vaunt  of 
liberty  until  all  men  turn  with  loathing  from  the  ^eoifig 
folly,  what  can  he  expected  ? 

Tenified  by  these  exoesBes  the  Fiench  fled  ereafian 
the  lai^c  towns  until  Wdlington  dissipated  their  feia 
On  the  12th,  although  expecting  a  battle,  he  put  to  death 
all  the  Spanish  maraudeis  he  could  take  in  the  act,  and 
then  with  many  leproachei^  and  deqiite  oi  the  diecontdit 
of  their  genenJs,  forced  the  whole  to  withdraw  into  tbcir 
own  c  aiiitry.  He  disarmed  the  mutinous  battalions  uniisr 
Mina,  placed  G iron's  Andalusians  in  the  Bastan  under 
O'Donnely  qnartered  Freyre  s  Gallicians  between  I  run  airl 
Emani,  and  sent  Longa  over  the  Ebro.  MofiUo's  diwoa 
alone  remained  with  the  army.  These  decisive  proceedings, 
iiiarkini^  the  lofty  character  of  the  man,  proved  not  leB 
p'ditic  than  resolute  ;  the  people  returned,  and  finding 
strict  discipline  preserved  adopted  an  amicable  intercooiK 
with  the  invadeis.  However  the  loss  of  snch  •  maa  cl 
troops,  and  the  weather,  rednced  the  amy  for  a  moment 
to  a  t:tatc  of  inactivity,  the  head-quarters  were  fixed  at 
St.  Jean  de  Luz  and  the  troops  took  permanent  canton- 
ments. 

The  left  wing  extended  from  Bidart  on  the  sea-coast  to 
the  Nive,  on  an  opening  of  six  miles,  rieht  wing 

thrown  back  at  right  angles  lined  the  bank  oi"  i]ud  river 
for  eight  miles.  In  front  of  Bidart,  the  broad  lidge  of 
Barhouilhet  crossing  the  great  coast*road  was  occapied,  the 
principal  post  being  the  mayor's  honse,  which  was  coveted 
by  tanks  and  })ools,  between  which  the  road  led.  The 
Centre  uf  the  left  wing  Wds  on  a  continuation  of  this  ridse 
near  the  village  of  Arcangu^^  the  right  was  on  the  hill  of 
San  Barbe,  dose  to  Ustarits  on  the  Nive. 

These  posts  were  not  established  without  combats.  On 
the  18th  the  generals  John  Wilson  and  Yandalcur  were 
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wounded,  and  next  day  Bcrcsford,  who  had  seized  the  small 
bridge  of  Urdains  at  the  junction  of  some  ronds,  was 
attacked  in  force,  yet  maintained  the  bridge*  This  aoqni- 
rition  covered  the  right  flank  of  the  troops  at  Aieangnes, 
hnt  on  the  23rd  the  light  divi&ion  had  an  actiun  there,  and 
being  ill-managed  hy  the  divisional  generals  lost  ninetj 
men,  of  which  eighty  fell  in  the  43rd  R^ment 

Wellington,  having  nearly  nine  thousand  cavahy  and  a 
hnndied  gtms,  fretted  on  the  cnrb  in  his  oonttacted  posi* 
tion  until  December,  when  the  weather  cleared  and  he 
resolved  to  force  the  line  of  the  Nive  and  extend  to  Ids 
right,  a  xesolation  which  led  to  sanguinary  battles,  for 
Soolt's  positions  weie  then  strong  and  well-ohosen.  Ba- 
yonne,  his  base,  being  situated  at  the  conflnenoe  of  the  Nive 
and  the  Adonr  rivers  furnished  bridges  for  the  passage  of 
both  ;  and  though  weak  in  itself,  was  covered  by  Yauban's 
intrenched  camp,  which  was  exceedingly  strange  and  not  to 
be  lightly  attacked.  In  this  camp  Soolt^s  right,  under 
Reille,  three  divisions,  including  Villatte's  reserve,  touclied 
on  the  lower  Adonr,  where  there  was  a  flotilla.  His  front 
was  protected  by  inundations  and  a  swamp,  through  which 
the  royal  ooast-road  led  to  St  Jean  de  Lus,  and  along* 
which  fortified  outposts  extended  to  Anglet  On  his  left 
ClauzeVs  three  divisions  extended  to  the  Nive,  being  partly 
covered  by  the  swamp,  partly  by  a  fortified  house,  partly  by 
an  artificial  inundation  spreading  from  the  small  bridge  of 
Urdains  to  the  Nive ;  and  beyond  these  defences  the  country 
held  by  the  allies  was  a  deep  clay,  covered  with  small  fiinn- 

houses  and  woods  very  unfavourable  fur  movement. 

On  the  right  of  the  Nive,  Vauban's  camp  being  continued 
to  the  upper  Adour  under  the  name  of  the  "  Front  of 
M<nti$mie$t'  was  held  by  l>'£rlon's  four  divisions,  wi^ 
posts  extending  up  the  right  bank  of  the  Nive  ;  thai 
is  to  say,  D' Ariiiai:Tiac  fronted  U.starit/..  and  Foy  was  at 
Cambo.  The  communication  with  the  left  bank  of  the 
Nive  was  double ;  circuitous  through  Bayonne,  direct  by  a 
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bnd^c  of  boats.  MoreoTer,  ai'u  r  the  battle  of  tlic  Nivclle, 
Soolt  brought  Gtmorai  Pam's  division  iroia  iSt.  Jean  Pied 
d<  Port  lo  LabovKM,  oboe  m^fcer  the  Unom  nooiitaiiiy 
vImmo  it  ooflnmnikftted  irith  Fox's  kft  bj  the  gMt  x«id 
of  St.  Jean  Pied  de  Port. 

The  Nive,  the  A  dour,  and  the  GaTC  de  Pan.  winch  fells  into 
the  latter  maaj  miles  above  Bajonne,  were  all  navigable  ; 
the  tot  Ar  ift  Usisnti»  the  aeooid  to  Dax,  the  thod 
to  Peyrebomde^  and  the  Fraudi  had  ini0MmeB  ai  the  two 
latter  places  ;  yet  they  were  fed  with  difficulty,  and  to 
leetrain  Soult  from  the  country  beyond  the  Nive,  to  inter- 
cept his  communications  with  St  J  can  Pied  de  Port,  bdng 
a  poweifvl  mnhy  into  aiotintj^  and  oktaui  aeoKt  inieUi^ 
ftom  the  m^mor,  wm  WeUingtoa's  induofcntB  to 
force  a  pasaaf^e  over  the  Nive.  But  to  place  un  anny  on 
botli  aidea  of  a  navigabiu  river  with  oommumcatiaBS,  bad  at 
all  times  and  ittbjeot  to  entoe  intemiptioiiB  fton  nui ;  te 
do  this  in  Im  of  an  aimj  possMUg  short  eoHiiiiniiflKtMiisi 
good  roads  and  intmehed  eaaqps  tai  retreat,  was  a  delicate 
and  dangerous  operation. 

Hope  and  Alte%haTing  twenty-four  thousand  combatants 
and  twelve  gvns,  were  ordered  to  drive  bade  all  the  French, 
advanoed  pests  in  front  of  ihsb  eaaap  between  the  Niw 
and  the  sea  on  the  9th,  and  thus  keep  Soult  in  check 
while  Bcresford  and  Hill  crosses  1  the  Nive — Bere^ford  at 
Uetaritz  with  pontoonSi  Hill  at  Cambo  and  Liuressore  bj 
folds.   Both  gennab  were  then  to  repair  the  bridges  at 
those  points  with  materials  prepared  befonhand ;  and  to 
cover  Hill's  movement  on  the  right  and  protect  the  valley 
of  the  Nive  from  Paris,  who  bcin!?  at  Laiiuussoa  might 
have  j)fnetrated  to  the  sear  of  the  armj  dming  the  open^ 
tions,  Moriilo  8  Spaaiaxds  were  to  cross  at  Itnesit.  At 
this  time  D'Annagnao  was  opposite  UstaritB,  Poy's  diwi* 
sion  extended  irom  Halzou,  in  front  of  Larressore  to  the 
fords  above  Cambo,  having  the  Ursouia  mountain  betwe«ax 
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its  left  and  Paris :  the  rest  of  D'£rloii'8  troope  oooopied 
801116  lieightB  in  admioe  ni  MonaBeroDes. 

PASSAaS  OF  THE  NITB. 

At  Ustaritz  the  double  bndge  was  broken,  bat  an  isUnd 
raineotuigiheiii  was  jn  poansBum  of  the  Biitiah.  Beiei- 
fnd  laid  hu  pontoons  dom  en  the  Mther  Bide  m  the  night, 

and  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  a  beacon  lighted  on  the 
heights  above  Cambo  fravc  the  Bi^nal  of  action  ;  the  pas- 
sage was  soon  forced,  the  second  bridge  hud  and  D  'Annag- 
nao  driren  beek,  but  the  awampy  naime  of  the  eomitiy 
between  the  mer  and  the  high  lead,  veteiding  the  attaek, 
guYu  him  time  to  retreat.  Hill  also  forced  liis  passac^c  ia 
three  columna  above  and  below  Cambo  with  slight  resist- 
«&e»  thoof^  ^  fords  were  so  deep  that  aeveial  horaemen 
were  drowned,  and  the  Frenoh  woe  atoongly  posted,  espe- 
cially at  Haboa  wkm  a  deqp  strong  millme  had  to  he 
■crossed     well  as  the  river. 

Foj,  seeing  by  the  directi<»i  of  Bcresford  s  ire  that  his 
Ofwn  xetmat  was  endangered,  went  off  hastily  with  his  lef^ 
karing  his  right  wing  nnder  goneial  Beriiar  at  Halion 
without  orders ;  henee,  when  O^eral  Pringle  attacked  the 
latter  fipom  Larressorc  tlic  sixth  division  was  already  on 
the  high  road  between  ¥oy  and  Berlier,  and  though  the 
latter  escaped  by  omas  roads  he  did  not  rejoin  his  division 
nntil  two  o'doek  in  tiie  afternoon.  Meanwhile  Morillo 
crossed  at  Itzassu,  and  Paris  retired  to  Hellette,  where  he 
was  joined  by  a  refnment  of  light  cavalry,  belonLdnsr  to 
Pierre  Soolt,  ^oxn  the  Bidouse  liYer :  Moriiio  £olh)wedy  and 
m  one  Tillage  his  troops  murdered  fifteen  peasants,  amongst 
them  Bev^Bral  women  aadehiUreD. 

Hill  [)hicod  a  brigade  of  infantry  at  Urcurray  to  cover 
the  bridge  of  Cambo,  and  to  sii{)|)ort  the  cavalry  which  he 
despatched  to  sooor  the  roads  and  watch  Paris  and  Pieire 
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Soult  With  the  rat  of  his  troops  ho  maiched  against  the 
heights  of  Monsseroles  in  fiont,  and  was  ^ere  joined  by 

the  sixth  division,  the  third  remaining  to  cover  the  bridge 
or  Ustaritz.  It  was  now  one  o'clock,  Soult  came  from 
Bayonne,  approved  of  D'Erlon's  dispositions,  and  off^ed 
battle.  His  line  cro^d  the  high  road^  D'Annagnac's 
hiigadey  coining  from  Ustarits,  was  in  advance  at  ViUe- 
£ranque,  and  a  heavy  cannonade  and  stinnish  ensned 
along  till'  front ,  but  no  general  fight  took  place  bec.iu:ie 
tlie  deep  roa  ls  retarded  the  rear  of  HiU'd  culumns.  How- 
ever the  Portuguese  of  the  sixth  division  drove  D'Ar- 
magnao  mth  sharp  fighting  out  of  Villefianque  abont 
three  o'clock,  and  a  brigade  of  the  second  division  was 
estabfished  in  advance  to  connect  HiU  with  Bereefofd. 

Three  diviaiuns  of  infantry,  wanting  the  brigade  left  at 
Urciirray,  now  hemmed  up  four  French  divisions  ;  and  as 
the  latter,  notwithstanding  their  superiority  of  numberB, 
made  no  advantage  of  the  broken  movements  caused  by 
the  deep  roads,  the  passage  of  the  Nive  may  be  jndged  a 
surprize,  and  Wellington  had  so  far  overreached  his  able 
adversary.  Yet  he  had  not  trusted  an  iinciTti^in  dmnce. 
The  Frencii  masses  fulUng  upon  the  hcad^  ot  his  columns 
while  the  rear  was  still  labouring  in  the  deep  roods,  might 
have  caused  disorder  but  could  not  have  drivoi  either 
HiU  or  Beresford  over  the  river  ap^n,  because  the  third 
division  was  close  at  Land,  ami  a  l)nL^aile  of  the  seventh, 
could  from  San  Barbe  have  fallowed  by  the  bridLre  of 
Ustaritz.  The  greatest  danger  was,  that  Paris,  reinforced 
by  Pierre  Soolt's  cavaky,  should  have  &Uen  npon  MoriUo 
or  the  brigade  left  at  Unmxray  in  the  rear,  while  SonH, 
reinforcing  D'Erlon  with  fresh  divisions  from  the  other 
side  of  the  Nivc,  attacked  Hill  and  Beresford  in  iroia  :  but 
it  was  to  prevent  that,  Hope  and  Alien,  whose  operations 
arc  now  to  be  related,  had  been  ordered  to  act  on  the  left 
bank. 

Hope,  having  twelve  miles  to  march  from  St  Jean  do 


Digitized  by  GoOgle 


Book  sut.]  KITE,  DECBMBBR,  I81S.  457 

Luz  before  he  could  reach  the  French  works,  put  his  troops 
in  motion  during  the  night,  and  about  eight  o'clock  passed 
between  the  tanks  with  his  rights  while  his  lefit  descended 
from  the  platfenn  of  Bidait  towards  Biarits.  The  French 
outposts  retired  fighting,  and  Hope,  sweeping  with  a  half 
circle  to  his  right,  preceded  by  the  fire  of  his  guns  and 
many  skirmishers,  faced  the  intrenched  camp  about  one 
o'dodc.  His  left  rested  on  the  Lower  Adonr,  his  centre 
menaced  an  advanced  work  on  the  ridge  of  Beyris  ;  his 
right  was  in  communication  with  Altcn,  who  had  halted 
about  Bussussary  and  Arcangues  until  Hope's  fiery 
crescent  closed  on  the  French* camp;  then  he  also  ad- 
Tanoed»  bnt  with  the  exception  cif  a  alight  skixmish  at  the 
fortified  honse  met  no  resistance.  Three  diTisions,  some 
cavalry  and  the  unattached  brigades,  equal  to  a  fourth 
division,  sufficed  therefore  to  keep  six  French  divisions  in 
check  on  this  side,  and  when  evening  dosed  they  fell  back 
towards  their  original  positions ;  yet  under  heavy  rain,  and 
with  great  &tigne  to  Hope's  troops,  for  even  the  royal  road 
was  Icncc-deep  of  mud  and  they  were  twenty-four  hours 
under  arms.  The  whole  day's  fighting  cost  eight  hundred 
men  of  a  side,  the  loss  of  the  allies  being  rather  greater  on 
the  left  of  the  Nive  than  on  the  right 

BATTLES  IN  fEOST  OF  BAYONKS* 

Wellington's  wings  were  now  divided  by  the  Nive,  and 
Sonlt  resolved  to  M  upon  one  with  all  his  forces  united. 
The  prisoners  assured  him  the  third  and  fourth  divisious 

were  both  in  front  of  xilousserolles,  and  -ds  he  wa.s  able  to 
assemble  troops  with  greatest  facility  on  tlie  left  of  the 
river,  and  the  allies'  front  there  was  most  extended,  ho 
chose  that  side  for  his  ooonter-stroketi  In  Bayonne  itself 
were  eight  thousand  men,  troops  of  ^e  line  and  national 
guards,  with  which  he  occupied  the  intrenched  cam])  of 
MousserolleSy  and  then  placing  ten  gun-boats  on  the 
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Upper  Adour,  to  watch  that  wm  as  high  as  the  con- 
ftanBDM     the  Gam  Aa  Fta,  ke  mada  B'fiiftni  fik  UtiMB 

divisiond  oyer  ^  brida:6  of  boats  on  the  Niye,  and  tdoe 
post  behind  C'lauzel  o  corps  on  the  other  side.  He  tlins 
tiOQoeainatod  nine  divisions  of  in£uitry  aod  Viiktte'i 
Aumto,  with  a  bodjr  of  omliy  aad  iattj  pttm,  in  all  flii^ 
thoosand  comhatanta^  inoihidiiig  eooisripts,  ia  aanol  a 
<^uurtcr  wlicTo  the  allies,  ulthough  stronger  bv  one  division 
than  he  imagined,  had  yet  onlj  thixty  thamsand  inhstizj 
with  twenty- four  gvna. 

Hia  finl  desiga  waa  to  pour  on  to  tib  tahMaiid  cf 
Bussussary  and  Arcangucs,  acting  then  as  circumstances 
t^xouid  dictate ;  and  he  judged  so  well  of  his  |  )  >siti<Hi  that 
ha  wmed  the  minister  of  war  to  expect  good  news 
the  next  day:  indeed  hia  Miemy'a  aitoaitioBy  thiMigh  betts 
than  he  knew  of,  gave  bin  a  right  to  anticipate  saeeai^ 
for  on  no  puuit  wa^*  thig  formidable  counter-attack  antici- 
pikied.  Wellington  was  on  the  right  of  the  Nive,  waituig 
for  dnyligfat  to  ami!  tha  M^^fea  whm  ha  had  hat  bmb 
the  FrenoL  Hope's  troops,  with  esceeptum  of  tha  Poitt- 
guese  under  Gen<  riil  f  /ampbell,  who  were  at  Jiarrouilhet, 
slept  in  their  cantonments — the  iirst  divinon  at  St.  Je^ 
do  Lnz  six  miles  fnm  the  ontpoafca^  fifth  ilivision 
between  that  phoe  and  Bidart,  and  all  exoeeding^} 
&tigued.  The  light  dirision  had  orders  to  retire  from 
Bussussary  to  Arbonnc,  four  miles,  and  part  had  marched 
before  dawn,  but  Kempt,  suspicious  of  the  enemy's  move- 
mentSy  dekajed  tha  xtat  until  ha  canld  aea  wdl  to  btf 
fiont  and  tJina  saved  the  position. 

The  extraordinary  difficulty  of  moving  through  the 
country,  the  numerous  inclosores  and  copses  which  inter- 
oepted  the  Tiow,  the  xeoent  eaaf  soooen  on  tha  Nive,  aai 
s  oertain  hsnghty  oonfidenoe,  swie  attendant  of  a  long 
course  of  victory,  had  rendered  tht  Kn'jrlish  ircneral  some- 
what negligent,  and  the  troops  were  not  prepared  for  a 
battle.   Hia  genoal  position  was  indeed  strong;  Btf- 
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xonilhet  ooold  only  be  atacked  akmg  ikj  wpl  load  on  a 
narrow  front  between  die  tanks,  and  be  bad  diieeted 

intrcuchmcnLs  to  be  made  ;  but  there  was  only  one  brigade 
there,  and  a  road,  made  witli  dii&cultj  by  the  engmeeni> 
sapplied  a  bad  flank  eonmnnieation  with  the  light  divi* 
Aon.  The  Banonilhet  ridge  aho,  though  prolonged  to  the 
platform  of  Bussnssary,  bulged  there  too  near  the  enemy 
to  be  saftly  occupied  in  force,  and  behind  it  the  ridge  of 
Arcangnea  was  the  real  position  of  battle  on  that  side. 

Thiee  tongaea  of  land  shot  oat  firom  the  BneBoaBaij 
platform,  and  the  valleys  between  them  aa  wdl  as  their 
slopes  were  covered  with  copse- woods.  The  left-hand 
tongue  was  held  by  the  52nd  regiment ;  the  central  tongue 
hy  the  picqneto  of  the  4drd»  with  si^porting  companies  in 
anooearion  towaids  an  open  comnion,  aerosa  which  the 
troops  had  to  pass  to  the  church  of  Arcangucs.  The  third 
tongue  was  guarded,  partly  by  the  43rd,  partly  by  rifle- 
men, but  the  valley  between  was  not  ocoopied. 

One  brigade  of  the  aevoith  division,  ooveied  by  the 
inundation  and  holding  the  bridge  of  Urdains,  continued 
this  line  of  posts  to  tlie  Nive.  The  other  brigades  were 
behind  Sau  Barbe  and  belonged  rather  to  Ustaritz  than  to 
this  tent:  the  fourth  diriaion  ww  aeveral  nulee  behind 
ihe  right  of  the  light  division. 

If  Soult  had,  as  he  first  designed,  burst  with  his  whole 
amy  upon  Bussussary  and  Arcasgues  it  would  have  been 
imposflible  for  the  lig^t  division,  scattered  over  diffioolt 
cTound,  to  have  stopped  him  for  half  an  hoar ;  and  there 
was  no  support  within  several  miles,  no  superior  officer  to  di- 
rect the  concentration  of  the  diflbrent  divisions.  Wellinfrton 
had  ordered  all  the  line  to  be  intrenohed,  but  the  works 
weie  eonimcfieed  on  a  gr^  scale,  and,  as  is  nsoal  when 
danger  does  not  spur,  the  soldiers  had  labooied  so  care- 
lessly, tliat  a  few  abbatis,  the  tracing  of  some  lines  and 
redoubts,  and  the  opening  of  a  road  of  communication 
was  all  the  xesnli   The  French  wonld  then  have  gained 
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the  broad  open  Jiills  beyond  Arcangucs,  separated  the 
fourth  and  seventh  from  the  light  diviaion,  and  cat  all 
off  from  Hope.  Soidt  howeyer,  in  the  ooniae  of  the  xughty 
§oir  reasons  which  have  not  heen  stated,  changed  hin 
project,  and  at  day-break  Reille  marched  with  Beyer's  and 
Maucune's  divisions,  Sparrc's  cavalry,  and  from  twenty  to 
thirty  guns  against  Hope  by  the  main  road  on  the 
light  He  was  followed  by  Foj  and  Villatte,  bat  Chuizel 
assembled  his  troops  near  the  fortified  hoase  in  front  of 
BossosBary,  while  one  of  D'Eilon's  divisions  appioached 
the  bridge  of  Urdains. 

OOXBAT  OF  AB0JL2fOtJB& 

Heavy  lain  fell  in  the  night,  bnt  the  moining  broke  ftir, 
and  at  dawn  French  soldiers  were  observed  dose  to  the 

most  advanced  picquet  of  the  -iord  on  the  left,  pushing 
each  other  about  as  if  at  gambols,  yet  lining  by  degrees  the 
nearest  ditches ;  a  general  officer  was  also  seen  behind  a 
£urmhoase  within  pistol-shot^  and  the  heads  of  colomns 
oonld  be  perceived  in  the  rear.  Thos  warned,  some  com- 
panies were  thrown  on  the  right  into  the  basin,  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  penetrating  that  way  to  the  small  common 
between  Bussosaary  and  Arcangues.  Kempt  s  foresight 
in  delaying  his  march  to  Arbonne  was  now  manifest  He 
immediately  placed  the  reserves  of  his  brigade  in  the 
drareh  and  manmon^hoase  of  Arcangues  ;  bat  meanwhile 
the  French,  breaking  forth  with  loud  cries  and  a  rattlins^ 
musketry,  had  fallen  at  a  running  pace  upon  the  4;ird 
both  on  the  tongne  and  in  tbc  basin,  and  a  cloud  of  ski^ 
misheiBy  descending  on  their  left,  penetrated  between  them 
and  the  52nd,  seeking  to  torn  both.  The  right  tongne  was 
in  like  manner  assailed,  and  the  assault  was  so  strong  and 
rapid,  the  enemy  so  numerous,  the  ground  oo  exten.^ive,  it 
woold  have  been  impossible  to  have  crossed  the  common 
and  reached  the  chnrch  of  Arcangues  if  any  serioos  resist- 


Digitized  by  Google 


Book  xm]  NIVE.  BBGEMBER.  1813.  4fil 

ance  had  been  attempted.  Wherefore,  delivering  their  fire 
at  pistol-shot  distancey  the  picqueta  fell  back  in  succession^ 
irith  emiDent  coolness  and  intelligence.  For  though  i^ej 
had  to  nm  at  fall  speed  to  gain  the  common  before  the 
enemy,  who  was  constantly  out iiuii king  them  by  the  basin  ; 
though  the  ways  were  so  deep  and  narrow  no  formation 
conld  he  preserved;  though  the  fire  of  the  French  was 
thick  and  close,  their  cries  yehement  in  ponniit)  the 
instant  the  open  ground  \v:i3  attained,  the  apparent  crowd 
of  fugitives  turned  and  presented  a  compact  and  well- 
formed  body,  de^fing  and  deriding  the  ^orts  of  their 
adyeraaries. 

The  52nd,  wluch  was  half  a  mile  to  the  left,  was  bat 

elightly  assailed,  yet  fell  back  also  to  the  main  ridge  ;  for 
though  the  ground  did  not  permit  Colonel  Colbome  to  see 
the  enemy's  strength,  the  rapid  retreat  of  the  43rd  told 
him  the  affair  was  serious.  Well  did  the  regiments  of 
the  lic:ht  division  understand  each  other's  qualities,  and  he 
withdrew  to  the  main  position.  In  good  time  he  did  so. 
But  on  the  right-hand  tongue  the  troops  were  not  so  for* 
tonate ;  for  the  enemy,  moving  by  the  basin,  reached  the 
common  before  them,  and  about  a  hundred  of  the  43rd 
and  riflemen  were  intercepted.  The  French  were  in  a 
hollow  road  a!id  careless,  never  doubting  that  the  officer 
of  the  43rd,  Ensign  Campbell,  a  youth  scaicelj  eighteen 
years  of  age,  wotdd  surrender ;  but  with  a  shout  he  broke 
into  their  coluniu  sword  in  hand,  and  thouijh  the  stniggle 
was  severe  and  twenty  of  the  43rd  and  thirty  of  the  rifle- 
men with  their  office  remained  prisoners,  he  reached  the 
church  with  tiie  rest 

D'Armagnac's  division  of  D'Erlon's  corps  now  pushed 
close  up  to  the  bridge  of  Urdains,  and  Clauzel  assembled 
his  three  divisions  by  degrees  at  Bussussary,  opening  mean- 
while a  sharp  fire  of  musketry.  The  position  was  however 
safe.  A  mansion-house  on  the  right,  covered  by  abbatis 
and  not  easily  accessible,  was  defended  by  a  rifle  battalion 
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and  tlie  PoitagQese.  The  church  tud  churchjanl  were 
occupied  bj  iht  4Srd,  mipported  with  two  mountam-gutt^ 
tbor  front  levered  hf  %  decUvity  of  tfax^  qopa  wood 
filled  with  rifiemen,  and  onlj  to  be  tiniwd  bj  narrow  hd> 

low  roads  leadiriii;  on  lach  side  to  the  church.  On  the  left, 
tha  52ad,  supported  by  the  remainder  of  the  division, 
i^vead  as  &r  as  the  great  baain  which  aepaiated  this  po- 
sition horn  the  ridge  of  BanoniUict,  iowaids  whi«di  fioaae 
small  posts  were  pushed :  yet  there  was  still  a  great  interval 
between  Alten  and  Hope. 

As  the  skiimishing  file  grew  hoi,  Claaxel  brought  up 
twelve  guns  with  which  he  threw  shot  and  sheUs  into  Utit 
churcli-yard  of  Arcaniruof^,  and  four  or  five  hundred  in- 
fantry made  a  ruaii  lurward^,  but  a  heavy  lire  from  the 
4^rd  sent  them  back  OTer  the  ridge  where  their  guns  wave 
posted.   Yet  their  imnnonadft  wonld  have  been  munlenHia, 
if  this  musketiy  had  not  made  the  p^nnneni  withdraw  their 
|iii'ccs  a  little  bi  hiud  [lie  ridgv,  auJ  caused  their  shot  to 
tlj  wild  and  high.    Kempt,  thinking  the  distance  too 
great,  was  at  first  inclined  to  stop  the  fire,  hot  the  bo- 
ment  it  lolled  the  French  poshed  their  pieces  forwnids 
airain,  and  their  shells  knocked  down  eight  men  in  an 
instant:  the  muskets  then  recommenced  and  the  sheiUa 
again  flew  hi^   The  village  and  mansion-honss  on  tlie 
light  were  defended  by  the  riflemen,  and  the  action,  hot- 
test where  the  52nd  foujrht,  continued  all  day.    It  was 
not  very  severe,  yet  both  French  and  English  writers^ 
misled  pcriiaps  by  an  inaccurate  phrase  in  the  public  dis- 
patchy  have  repicsented  it  as  a  desperate  attack  by  wlddk 
the  light  division  was  driven  into  its  intrenduneBtB  * 
whereas  the  picquets  only  were  forced  back,  and  there  w^re 
no  intrenchments,  save  those  made  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment  by  the  soldiers  in  the  ehnrch-yaid. 
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BATTLE  OF  BA&BOUILHET. 

On  that  side  £«ille,  hftving  two  diTieioxuiy  drove  Cam|H 
bell'8  FortngofiBe  from  Anglet  about  nine  o'dock,  and 

Sparre's  cavalry  cut  down  a  great  many  men.  The  French 
infantry  then  assailed  the  position  of  Barrouilhet,  but 
moving  along  a  narrow  ridge,  confined  on  each  iiank  by 
tanks,  only  two  bngades  oouU  get  into  aeti<m  bj  the  main 
load,  and  the  xain  had  rendered  all  the  bye-roads  so  deep 
that  it  was  mid- day  before  their  line  of  battle  was  filled. 
This  delay  saved  the  allies,  for  the  attack  here  abo  was  so 
miezpeeted  that  the  first  division  and  Lord  Aylmer's 
brigade  were  at  rest  in  Si  Jean  de  Lnz  and  Bidart  when 
the  action  communcLd,  and  the  latter  did  not  reach  the 
position  before  eleven  o'clock  ;  the  foot-guards  who  did 
not  maroh  until  after  twelve,  only  airived  at  Uiree  o'clock 
when  the  fi^t  was  done,  and  all  the  troops  were  ezoeedin^y 
fsktigited ;  only  ten  guns  could  be  brought  into  play,  and 
from  some  negligence  part  of  the  infantry  were  without 
ammunition. 

£obiiison's  brigade  of  the  fifth  division  first  anived  to 
support  Oampbell  and  fi^t  the  battle.    The  French 

skirmishers  had  then  spread  alon  j  the  whole  valley,  but 
their  columns  moved  by  tin  great  road  against  the  mayor's 
liOQse  on  the  ph^tfinm  of  £^unomlhet,  wheie  the  ground 
was  thick  of  hedges  and  coppice-wood,  and  ameet  eonfosed 
fight  took  place.  The  assailants,  cutting  ways  through  the 
hedges,  poured  on  in  smaller  or  larger  bodies  as  the  open- 
ings allowedy  and  were  immediately  engaged  with  the  de* 
landers;  at  some  points  ^ey  woe  soecessfoly  at  odiers 
beatraback,  and  few  knew  what  was  going  on  to  tiie  i^t 
or  left  of  where  they  stood.  By  degrees  Reille  engaged 
both  his  divisions,  and  some  of  Villatte's  reserve  also 
entered  the  fight^  and  then  Bfadford's  Portuguese  and 
Ayhner's  brigade  amved  on  tiie  allies'  side,  whitOi  enabled 


Digitized  bytoogle 


404  NIVE,  DECEMBER,  1813.  [Book  xiv. 

Grerille's  brigade  of  the  fifth  diTidon^  hitherto  in  leBerve, 
to  relieye  RobiDson,  who  waB  daDgefondy  wounded  and  his 

troops  suffered  severely. 

A  notable  action  now  happened  with  the  9th  retriment 
under  Colonel  Cameron.  Posted  on  the  eitreme  left  of 
Greviile'a  brigade,  there  was  between  it  and  Biadford'a 
brigade  a  Portogoese  battalion.  Opposite  the  9th  was  » 
430ppioe-wood  po^eased  by  the  enemy,  whose  skirmishers 
were  continually  irathenng  in  masses  and  rushing  out  as 
if  to  assail  the  regiment,  and  uere  as  often  driven  back  ; 
but  the  ground  was  so  b];oken  that  nothing  oonld  be  seen 
on  the  flanks^  and  after  some  time  Cameron,  who  had 
recdyed  no  orders,  heard  a  sadden  firing  along  the  main 
road  close  to  Lis  kft.  His  adjutant  looked  out  and  re- 
turned quickly  to  say  a  French  regiment,  which  must  have 
paased  unseen  in  small  bodies  between  the  Portogoese 
battalion  and  the  9th,  was  rapidly  filing  into  line  on 
his  rear.  The  4th  British  regiment  was  in  column  at  a 
short  distance,  and  its  commander,  Colonel  Piper,  was 
directed  by  Cameron  to  face  about,  and  fall  on  the  French 
regiment;  but  he  took  a  wrong  direction,  no  tiring  fol- 
lowed, and  the  adjutant  again  hniried  to  the  rear  in  obser- 
vation. The  4th  regiment  was  not  to  be  seen,  and  the 
enemy's  line  was  nearly  formed;  wherefore  Cameron, 
leaving;  fifty  men  to  answer  tlic  ^kinnl-liinfr  fire,  which  now 
increased  from  the  copse,  faced  about  and  marched  against 
the  new  enemy,  who  was  aboat  his  ovn  strength.  The 
French  fire,  slow  at  first,  increased  Tehemently  as  the 
dbtance  lessened,  bat  when  the  9th  sprung  forwards  to 
charge,  the  adverse  line  broke  and  tied  by  their  II mk^  in 
disorder  ;  those  who  made  for  their  own  right  brushed  the 
left  of  Grcville  s  brigade  and  even  carried  ofi*  an  officer  of 
the  royals  in  their  rash,  yet  the  greatest  number  wero 
made  prisoners,  and  Cameron,  who  lost  eighty  men  and 
officers,  resumed  his  old  groimd. 

iieille'b  divLiiions  were  now  all  rcpuked,  but  Villatte  stiU 
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menaced  the  right  flank,  and  Foy,  taking  possession  of  the 
narrow  rivl^c  connecting  Bussussary  with  the  platform  of 
Barrouilhety  threw  his  Bkirmishors  into  the  great  hasin 
leading  to  Arbonne  and  menaced  Hope's  right  flank.  It 
was  two  o'clock,  and  Sonlt,  his  colnmns  being  then  all  in 
hand,  gave  orders  to  renew  the  battle.  His  masses  ^vere 
beginning  to  move,  when  Clauzel  reported  that  a  large 
body  of  troops,  coming  from  tbe  right  of  the  Kire,  was 
menacing  B'Annagnac  near  Urdains.  Unable  to  account 
for  this,  Soult,  who  r^uw  the  •guards  and  Germans  cuiiiing 
up  from  St.  Jean  de  Luz  and  the  unattached  brigades 
abready  in  line,  suspended  his  attack,  and  ordered  D'Erlon, 
who  had  two  divisions  in  reserye,  to  detach  one  to  the 
support  of  D'Annagnac,  but  ere  that  could  be  done  the 
night  fell. 

Clauzel  had  seen  the  third,  fourth,  sixth  and  seventh 
diyisionSi  whose  movements  during  the  batUe  it  is  time 
to  notice.  When  Wellington  discovered  that  the  heights 
in  Hill's  front  were  abandoned,  he  directed  that  ofticcr  to 
push  parties  close  up  to  the  front  of  ^lousseroles,  but  then, 
bearing  the  cannomuie  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Nive,  re^ 
paired  there.  In  passing  he  made  the  third  and  sixth 
divisions  recross  that  river,  and  ordered  Beresford  to  lay 
another  bridge  of  communication  lower  down  the  Nive  at 
Villefranque,  to  shorten  the  line  of  movement  When  he 
saw  how  the  battle  stood  with  Hope  and  Alten,  he  made  the 
seventh  division  close  in  from  the  hill  of  San  Barbe,  placed 
the  tliird  divibiun  at  Urdains,  and  brought  up  Cole's 
di\ision  to  an  open  heathy  ridge  a  mile  behind  the  church 
of  Arcangues,  from  whence  a  brigade  moved  into  the  basin 
on  the  left  of  Golborne  to  cover  Arbonne,  and  the  whole 
divi-i  iii  was  ready  to  oppose  any  attempt  to  penetrate  be- 
tween Hope  and  Alten.  It  was  these  dispositions  which 
checked  Clauzel  and  prevented  Soults  attack  at  Barrouilhet. 

In  this  battle  two  generals  and  twelve  handled  Anglo- 
Portuguese  had  been  killed  and  wounded,  three  handled 
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made  prisoners.  The  French,  who  had  one  general,  Vil- 
latte,  wounded,  lust  two  thousand  men  ;  and  when  the 
tfition  terminated  two  nginieBto  of  NaflMa  a&d  one 
Franktot  otae  oyer  to  the  lUieiL  Tboe  men  irare  not 
doMften.  Their  prinoe  hnying  nbsndoned  Kspoleon  in 
Germaiiy  ^stiit  secret  instmctions  to  his  troops  to  do  so  like- 
wise, and  in  good  time,  £off  ocdon  to  dunnn  them  leicbed 
BooU  the  next  morning. 

8E002iI>  BATTLE  OF  BAEEOmHBT. 

In  the  night  of  the  10th  fieille  withdrew  behind  ^ 
tinkSy  while  Foy  and  Villnttn  went  offakkBg  theoomieotqK 
ndge  towiidfl  BoBRiMry,  to  imite  widi  GhoBel'B  kft 

D'Erlon's  reserve  ;  hence  on  the  morning  of  the  1 1  tb  the 
French  amy^  D'Armagnaca  division  which  remaintHl 
Uidaiui  exoepted,  waa  concentrated,  lor  Soult  feared  a 
oomter-attaok.    The  French  deaertCT  indeed  deelm^ 
that  Glauzel  had  formed  a  body  of  two  thousand  cbote 
pn^nadiers  to  as^ult  the  village  and  church  of  Arcangues, 
jret  the  day  passed  there  with  only  a  slight  skirmisL  Not 
ao  at  BaiTonilhet   Thm  waa  a  thick  fog,  and  L«d  Wel- 
lington, denfOOB  to  aBoertain  what  Soolt  wae  doing,  aft  tea 
o'clock  directed  the  9th  Regiment  to  Bkirmish  beyond  tli? 
tanks  and  push  the  action  if  the  French  augmented  tbfiii 
foroe.  Cameran  did  ao  and  the  fi^^t  was  becrming  waofi 
when  Gokmel  Delancy,  a  ataff^ffieer,  laaUy  difeded  Aft 
9th  to  enter  the  village.    This  error  was  sharply  correct*.^ 
The  fog  cleared  up,  and  Sonlt,  who  had  twenty-foor 
thousand  men  at  that  pointy  aeei^g  the  dth  nnaoiiportei  | 
made  a  ooonteriMhck  ao  strong  and  sodden  that  Gameiai 
only  saved  his  raiment  with  the  aid  of  some  Purtugntft  , 
troops  hastily  brought  up  by  Hope.    The  %hting  then 
ceased  and  Wellington  went  to  the  right,  leaving 
with  oidM  to  dfire  back  the  Fmdi  piekete  and  xe- 
aataUish  his  own  outposts. 
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Soult,  hitherto  seemingly  undecided,  was  roused  by  this 
second  insult  He  ordered  Danicaa's  division  to  attack 
the  right  of  Bamnilhet  in  reply,  while  Boyer's  division 
fell  oil  by  the  main  road  between  the  tanks.  The  allies, 
imexpeotant  of  battle,  had  dispersed  to  gather  fuel,  for 
the  time  was  irat  and  eoldi  and  the  French  penetrated  in 
all  diraotions ;  they  outflanked  the  right,  they  passed  the 

tanks,  seized  the  outliou^ed  of  tin:  mayor  s  house,  occu- 
pied the  coppice  in  front  of  it ;  and  though  driven  from 
the  oatbnildings  by  the  royalsy  the  tumult  was  great  and 
die  coppice  iraa  fiUed  ivith  men  of  all  nations  intermixed 
and  fighting  in  a  perilous  maimer.  Robinson's  brigade 
was  very  hardly  handled,  the  officer  commanding  it  was 
wounded,  a  squadron  of  French  cavalry  again  cut  down 
some  Portuguese  near  the  wood,  and  on  the  right  the 
colonel  of  the  84th  imwisely  entered  a  hollow  road  where 
the  French  who  were  on  the  bank  killed  liim  and  a  great 
number  oi  his  men.  However  the  9th  licgiment,  posted 
on  tiie  main  road,  plied  Beyer's  flank  with  fire,  the  SBlk 
B^^iment  came  into  action,  and  Hope,  oonspicnoos  from 
his  gigantic  stature  and  heroic  courage,  ^Mls  seen  vvhere- 
ever  danger  pressed  encouraging  the  troops :  at  one  time 
he  was  in  the  midst  of  the  enemy,  his  clothes  were  pierced 
with  bullets  and  he  was  seveidy  wounded  in  the  ankle ; 
yet  he  would  not  quit  the  Add  and  thus  by  bos  calm 
intrepidity  restored  the  battle ;  the  French  were  beaten 
from  Banouilhet,  but  they  had  recovered  their  original 
I»06ts  and  continued  to  gpJl  the  allies  with  a  fire  of  shot 
and  shells  tmtil  the  &11  knight 

I  Li  this  fight  six  hundred  men  of  a  side  fell,  and  as  the 
fifth  divi^on  was  very  much  reduced  the  first  division  took 
its  place  in  the  line.  Meanwhile  Soult  sent  his  oavaliy 
over  the  Km  to  M oasseroles  to  check  the  incursions  of 
Hill's  horsemen. 
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THIRD  COXDAT  OF  BAEROUJLHXT. 

Rain  again  fell  heavily  in  the  nisrht,  and  though  tie 
mundng  hroke  fair  neither  side  seemed  inclined  to  recom- 
mence hostiiities  ;  but  the  advanced  posts  were  Teiy  close 
to  etoh  other  and  at  ten  o'clock  a  quanel  aioee.  For 
Sonlt,  obserring  the  freBh  reginwnti  of  tbe  fint  divisian 
close  to  ]m  posts,  imagined  the  allies  were  sroincf  to  attack 
liim  and  reiufofced  his  firont ;  this  caused  an  Kngt^h 
battel;  to  &11  into  a  like  eiror,  it  opened  on  the  advancing 
troops  and  in  an  instant  tbe  whole  line  of  posts  was  engaged. 
Soult  then  brought  up  a  u umber  of  l;un^\,  the  tiring  con- 
tinued without  object  for  many  hours,  ;md  four  hun- 
dred men  of  a  side  were  killed  or  wounded^  although  the 
great  body  of  the  French  army  remained  concentrated  and 
quiet  on  the  ridn;e  between  Barrouilhet  and  Bossussary. 

Wellington,  expecting  JSuult  would  abandon  liis  attack  to 
&11  on  II ill,  had  sent  Bcro^ford  orders  to  reinforce  the  latter 
with  the  sixth  division  by  the  new  bridge  if  neoessaiy^  and 
with  the  flerenth  division  by  Ustarits  without  waiting  for 
furtlier  nijitructions,  yet  now,  seeing  Soult's  tenacity,  drtw 
the  seventh  division  again  towards  Aibonne.    Beresford  had 
however  meanwhile  made  a  movement  towards  the  Nive, 
and  this  with  the  march  of  the  seventh  and  some  chancres 
in  the  position  of  the  fourth  division,  eau^ed  Soult  to 
believe  the  allies  wore  ^rathcrin;^  with  a  view  to  attack  liis 
centre  on  the  morning  of  the  i'6th ;  and  it  is  remark&ble 
that  the  deserters,  at  this  early  period^  told  him  the 
Spiuiiards  had  re-entered  France,  although  ordera  to  that 
effect  were  not  as  we  shall  find  given  until  the  next  da  v. 
Convinced  then  that  his  bolt  was  shot  on  the  left  of  the 
Kive,  he  left  two  divisions  and  Villatte's  reserve  in  the 
entrenched  camp,  and  marched  with  the  other  aevea  to 
Mou:?seroles,  intcndintr  to  fall  upon  Hill. 

That  general  had  pubhed  Im  scouting  parties  fsn  abroad. 
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and  when  Sparre  s  horsemen  arrived  at  Mousscrolcs  on  the 
12th,  Pierre  Soult  advanced  from  the  Bidouze  river  with 
all  his  light  oaTahy,  and  being  snppoited  by  Qeneral  Paiis 
droye  the  allies'  pOBia  from  Hasparen*  Colonel  Vivian,  who 
commanded  there,  ordered  Major  Brotherton  to  charge  with 
the  14th  Dragoons  across  thebridfrc.  It  was  an  ill-judged 
order,  and  the  impossibility  of  succeeding  was  so  mani- 
fest, that  when  Brotherton,  noted  throoghoat  the  anny 
for  his  dazing,  galloped  forward,  only  two  men  and  one 
subaltern.  Lieutenant  Southwell,  passed  the  nanow  bridge 
with  him  and  they  were  all  taken  except  one  man,  ^vLo  was 
killed.  Vivian  charged  with  his  whole  brigade  to  rescue 
them,  but  in  vain,  and  fell  back  to  Urcnray  upon  MoriUo's 
Spaniards ;  Hill  then  pat  a  British  brigade  in  march  to 
support  him  on  the  12th,  yet  recalled  it  at  sonset,  beeause 
he  h:id  then  discovered  Soult's  columns  passing  the  Nive 
by  the  boat-brido^e  above  Bayonne. 

Wellington,  feelinir  the  want  of  numbers,  now  brought 
forward  a  division  of  Gallieians  to  St  Jean  de  Lux,  and  one 
of  Andalnsians  from  the  Bastan  to  Itzasso,  and  to  preyent 
plunder  fed  them  from  the  British  magazines.  The  Gal- 
lieians were  to  support  Hope,  the  Aadalusians  to  protect 
the  rear  of  the  army  from  Paris  and  Pierre  Soult. 

Hill  took  a  position  of  haiile  on  a  front  of  two  miles. 

His  left,  composed  of  the  28th,  34th  and  d9th  regiments 
under  General  Pringle,  occupied  a  wooded  ridge  crowned 
by  the  chateau  of  Villefranque,  where  it  covered  the  new 
pontoon  bridge  of  communication,  but  was  separated  from 
the  centre  by  a  small  stream  forming  a  chain  of  ponds  in  a 
deep  maishy  yalley. 

His  centre  was  on  both  sides  of  the  high  road,  near  the 
hamlet  of  St.  Pierre,  on  a  crescent -shaped  height,  broken 
with  rocks  and  close  bni&hwood  on  tlic  left  hand,  and  on 
the  right  hand  inclosed  with  high  and  thick  hedges,  one 
of  which,  at  the  distance  of  a  hundred  yaids»  coyered  part 
of  the  line  and  was  nearly  impassable.  Here  Barnes's 
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British  brigade  of  the  second  divL^iou  were  posted,  the 
7Ut  regiuient  being  on  the  left,  the  50th  in  the  centra, 
the  92nd  on  the  right.  Ash  worth  a  Portogncse  were 
poitod  m  advaaM  iinwiifaUiy  in  femk  of  Sk  Fkm,  «i& 
skinnishera  oeespjinior  a  small  wood  offering  thdr  li^ 
Twelve  ^ns  under  Koss  and  Tulluck  were  in  the  centre, 
looking  down  the  gnat  road^  aad  half  a  miU  in  w 
Lqoot'b  Portqgnaia  and  tm  gam  ma  m  ToaTfa. 
Tha  jight,  Qndar  Bjng,  waa  oompoaad  of  tib  57Ui» 

31  ?t,  and  fiGth.  The  first  named  beinc:  posted  on  a  height 
running  paEaUal  with  the  A  dour,  called  the  lidge  of  Old 
MflgMfi%  haea— ei  a  Tillage  of  that  nana  naa  on  the 
aomniit  PiodMd  in  adraaoa,  tfua  lagunettiooaUflaljbi 
assjuled  hy  crosnng  a  narrow  gwampy  valley,  the  upper  part 
of  winch  was  held  hy  liyn*^  with  the  remainder  of  the 
brigade,  his  poet  being  also  covesad  hj  a  gveat  miii-poad. 

One  mile  in  front  of  St  Piem  a  lanp  of  oonnier  iMigUt 
wcia  hM  hy  the  FvoifeA,  bnt  Aa  baain  between  waa  koad, 
^^pen,  and  cominauded  hy  the  fire  of  the  allies.  All  parts 
were  too  heavy  and  incloaed  for  tke  action  of  cavaixy,  aad 
the  French  infrnky  oonld  only  af^xoaoh  in  foiee  on  m 
naffow  fieni  of  battle  ahmg  tiie  bii^  nad,  nntil  widua 

cannon-shot ;  hut  at  that  distance  two  narrow  difficult 
lanes  blanched  off  to  the  right  and  left,  crossing  the 
8wam|iy  Talk^  on  each  s^le,  and  leading  on  tbe  allies' 
ri^t  to  whm  the  3id  leginient  waa  poated^  on  diair  kft 
to  General  Pringle  s  position. 

In  the  nisrht  of  the  12th  rain  swelled  the  Nive  and 
carried  away  the  bridge  uf  commiinication  :  it  waA  soon 
restored,  bat  for  the  time  Hill  waa  cat  off  ficom  ^  net  oC 
the  amy ;  and  while  aeren  FreDch  difiAona  of  in&itiy. 
fnmisliin!;^  thirtv-fivc  thousand  combatants,  approached 
hiu\  in  front,  an  eighth  onder  Geneiai  Paris,  and  the 
cavalry  of  Piem  8oalt,  mepaeed  him  in  lear.  To  meet 
thoae  in  Ua  front  be  bad  only  fourteen  guna  and  fbnrteca 
thonaand  men  in  position ;  to  check  those  on  hia  r*Ar 
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but  four  thoiiiMii  Spaniaids  and  Vivian'B  ctTaliy  at 
Uicnniy* 

BATTLE  OF  6T«  PIEBEE. 

Morning  liroke  with  a  heavy  mist,  under  cover  of  whkah 
Sonlt  f(»med  his  ordar  of  batda  D'Exloiiy  having  D'Ar- 
magnao's  AbM'a  and  Danicaa's  divisiona  of  in^tiy, 
Sparrc's  cavalry,  and  twenty-two  guns,  marched  in  front ; 
Boy  and  Macansin  followed^  but  the  remainder  of  the  army 
was  in  raenre^  for  tho  loada  would  not  allow  of  an j  other 
order.  The  mist  hung  heavily,  and  the  Freneh  maflaoBi  at 
one  moment  quite  shroiulid  in  vapour  at  another  dimly 
seen  or  looming  sudden  and  large  and  dark  at  different 
pointa,  appeared  like  thunder-clouds  gathering  before  the 
atarm ;  but  at  half-past  eight  Sonlt  poshed  baok  the  British 
picquets  in  the  omtre,  the  sun  burst  out,  and  the  sparkling 
fire  of  the  light  troops  spread  wide  in  the  valley  and  cr^t 
up  the  hills  on  either  flank,  while  the  bellowing  of  forty 
pieces  of  artilleaty  shook  the  baoks  of  the  Ni^e  and  the: 
Adonr. 

Darricau,  marching  on  the  French  right,  wa^  directed 
against  Pringle.  D'Armagnac,  moving  on  the  left  and 
taking  Old  Mogoecre  as  the  point  of  direction,  songht  to 
foree  Bang's  right  Abb^  assailed  tiie  centre  at  St  Pierre, 
where  General  Stewart  commanded.  Hill  took  his  station 
on  a  commanding  mount  in  tlic  rear,  from  whence  he 
could  see  the  whole  battle  and  diceot  the  movements. 

Abb^,  a  man  noted  for  vigoiir,  pushed  his  attadc  with 
great  violence  and  gained  ground  so  rapidly  iMi  his  light 
troops  on  the  left  of  Ashworth's  Portuguese,  tiiat  Stewart 
sent  the  71st  regiment  and  two  guns  fiom  St  Fiexie  to  the 
latter's  aid;  then  the  French  won  the  small  wood  on 
Ashworth's  ri^t,  and  half  of  the  fiftiMh  regiment  was 
detaeked  to  that  quarter.  The  wood  was  thus  retaken, 
mid  the  flanks  of  Stewart's  position  secured,  but  hi^  centre 
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ms  veakeojedy  the  fire  of  tlie  French  artillery  was  con- 
centrated against  it,  and  Abb^  poshed  on  there  with  such 
a  power  that  in  despite  of  the  play  of  musketry  on  his 
flanks  and  ;l  crashing  cannonade  in  his  front  he  f^ained 
the  top  of  the  position,  and  drove  hack  the  remainder  of 
Ashworth's  Portuguese  with  tho  other  half  of  the  5<Hh 
regiment  which  had  remained  in  reserve. 

General  Barnes  now  bnraght  the  92nd  regiment  finm 
behind  St.  Pierre  with  so  furious  a  counter-attack  that  the 
French  skirmishers  fell  back  in  disorder  on  each  side, 
leaving  their  column  to  meet  the  charge.  It  was  roughlj 
poshed  and  the  French  mass  wavered  and  gave  way,  yet 
Abb^  immediately  replaced  it  with  another,  and  Soolt, 
redoubling  the  heavy  play  of  his  heavy  gons  from  the 
heights,  sent  forward  a  battery  of  horse  artillery,  wliich, 
galloping  down  into  the  valley,  opened  its  fire  close  to  the 
allies  with  destructive  aetivify.  The  cannonade  and  mos- 
ketiy  then  rolled  like  a  prolonged  peal  of  thonder,  and 
Abbis's  second  colnmn,  regardless  of  Ross's  gnns,  though 
they  tore  the  ranks  in  a  horrible  manner,  advanced  so 
steadily  up  the  high  road  that  the  92nd  was  compelled  to 
take  shelter  behind  St  Pierre.  The  Portugoese  gons, 
their  British  commnndiDg  officer  having  fallen  wonnded, 
ihen  limbbred  op  to  retire,  and  the  French  skirmishers 
reached  the  impenetrable  hedge  in  front  of  Ashworth's 
right. 

Barnes,  seeing  that  hard  fighting  only  could  save  the 
position,  made  the  Portognese  guns  resume  fire,  while 
the  wing  of  the  50th  and  the  Ga^adores  gallantly  held  the 

small  wood  on  the  right ;  but  he  was  soon  wounded,  the 
greatest  part  of  his  and  Stewart's  staff"  were  liurt,  aiifl  the 
matter  seemed  desperate.  For  the  light  troops,  over- 
powered by  numbers,  were  all  driven  in  except  those  in 
the  wood,  the  artillerymen  were  falling  at  the  guns,  Ash- 
worth's  line  cmmbled  rapidly  before  the  mosketiy  and 
cannonade,  the  ground  was  stiewed  with  the  dead  in  front. 
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and  the  wounded  crawling  to  the  rear  were  many.  If  the 
French  light  troops  could  then  have  penetrated  through 
the  thick  hedge  defeat  wodd  have  be^  inevitable.  For 

the  column  of  attack  wa3  steadily  advancing  up  the  main 
road,  and  a  Beoond  column  launched  on  its  right  was 
already  mtorions»  because  the  colonel  of  the  7l8t  shame* 
folly  irithdrew  that  gallant  regiment  and  abandoned  the 
Portuguese.  Pringle  was  indeed  still  fighting  strongly 
against  Daricau  s  buperior  numbers  on  the  hill  of  Ville- 
fnunque,  but  on  the  extreme  right  the  colonel  of  the  3rd 
raiment  alBO  ahamefnUy  abandoned  his  strong  post  to 
D'ArmagnaCy  whose  leading  brigade  then  rapidly  tamed 
Byng's  other  regiments  on  that  side. 

Foy's  and  Maransin  s  diviflions^  hitherto  retarded  by 
the  deep  roads^  wero  now  coming  into  line  to  support 
Abb^,  and  at  a  moment  when  the  troops  opposed  to  him 
Were  deprived  of  their  reserve  because  Hill,  bcli  Jdiii!^  the 
retreat  of  the  3rd  and  71st  regiments,  descended  in  haste 
from  his  mount,  turned  the  latter  back,  renewed  the  £ght 
in  person,  and  bringing  one  brigade  of  Le  Cor's  reserve  to 
the  same  qnarter,  sent  the  other  against  'B'Armagnac  at 
Old  ^loguenre.  Thus  at  the  decisive  moment  uf  the  battle 
the  i^'rench  reserve  was  augmenting,  while  that  of  the 
allies  was  thrown  as  a  bst  resonroe  into  action.  However 
the  right  wing  of  tiie  50th  and  Ashworth's  Ca^ores 
never  lost  the  email  wood  in  fi  jnt,  upholding  the  fi<^ht 
there  and  towards  the  high  road  with  such  unflinching 
courage  that  the  92nd  regiment  had  time  to  reform  behind 
the  hamlet  of  8i  Pierre;  and  then  its  gallant  colonel, 
Cameron,  once  more  led  it  down  the  road  with  colours 
flying  and  music  playing,  resolved  to  give  the  shock  to 
whatever  stood  in  the  way.  At  this  sight  the  British 
skirmishers  on  the  flanks,  suddenly  changing  from  retreat 
to  attack,  rushed  forward  and  drove  those  of  the  enemy 
back  on  each  side;  yet  the  battle  seemed  li"j)eless,  for 
Ashworth  was  badly  wounded,  his  Ime  was  shattered,  and 
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Btfsies,  who  had  not  quitted      £ekL  ioi  hii  fonner  liart^ 
wiB  now  shot  timragh.  tb»  body. 
The  92nd  was  hot  a  small  olomp  oomptred  with  ^ 

lieavv  mass  in  its  front,  and  the  French  soldiers  seemed 
^\  ilHnfr  cnmiirH  to  close  with  the  bayonet,  until  an  officer 
hdmg  at  their  head  suddenly  tnroed  his  horse,  waved  hia 
'sword  and  ^ipeved  to  oidcr  a  votooat^  whefoupon  tbsy 
faoed  about  and  xetind  aanM  the  ^ey  to  their  original 
position ;  in  good  ovder  bowevor  and  soaxoely  pnrsaed  by 
the  allies,  so  exhausted  were  the  victors.  This  retrograde 
movement,  for  there  waa  no  panic  or  disorder,  was  produced 
partly  by  the  gaUant  adfanoe  of  the  92nd  and  the  return- 
ing roab  of  the  ddmushen ;  pirtly  by  the  state  of  affiun 
immediately  on  iiie  right  of  ^e  Frenob  oolnmn,  where  the 
71st,  indignant  at  their  colonel's  conduct,  had  returned  to 
the  fight  with  such  fierceness,  and  were  so  well  aided  by 
Le  Cor  s  Portngnese,  HiU  and  Stewart  in  person  leading 
the  attaok,  that  the  bithecto  viotorions  French  were  ow> 
thrown  there  also,  at  the  very  momsni  when  tiie  92Did 
came  with  that  brave  show  down  the  main  road.  Many 
men  fell  and  Le  Cor  was  wounded,  bnt  the  double  action 
in  the  centre  being  seen  from  the  hill  of  Villefranque, 
Dancan's  division,  already  rongbly  bandied  fay  Prii^;)e,  also 
fell  back  in  eonfiudon,  wlidle  on  tho  extreme  i%ht,  Bnoban's 
Portognese,  detached  by  Hill  to  recover  the  Moguerre 
ridge,  ascending  under  a  flank  fire  from  Soult  s  <xnr\s  rallied 
the  3rd  Regiment.  In  happy  time,  for  D'Armagnac's 
first  brig^  had  passed  Byng's  flank  at  the  mill-pond  and 
was  in  rear  of  bis  line. 

It  was  now  twelve  o'clock,  and  wUle  the  fire  of  the  light 
troops  ;ni'l  cannonade  in  the  centre  continued,  the  con- 
tending generals  restored  their  respective  orders  ot  battle. 
Sonlt's  right  wing  had  been  quite  repulsed  by  Pringle,  his 
left  was  giving  way  before  Booban,  and  the  diffioolt  grovnd 
forbad  bis  sending  immediale  soeooiir  to  dtiier ;  moreover 
in  the  exigency  of  the  moment  he  had  called  D'Armag- 
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sac's  reserre  brigade  to  sustaia  Abbe's  retiring  columns* 
However  that  fangade,  and  Foy's  and  Maraon's  diTiaons, 
mne  in  hand  to  mww  die  fig^  ixL  the  ovito,  and  4ie 
allies  could  not,  unsucconred,  have  sustained  a  fiesh  assault, 
their  ranks  beiiig  waited  Avith  fire,  nearly  all  thd  Staff  kilbi 
or  wounded,  and  three  generals  badlj  hurt 

In  this  cnsis  HiU,  saebig  Bnohan  mil  e^i^jiad  <m  Old 
MogCMne,  and  Byng  maefasr  of  his  gmmd  in  tiie  vaOej  of 
the  mill-pond,  drew  the  57th  regiment  from  the  latter  place 
to  reinforce  his  centre ;  at  the  same  time,  the  bridge  of 
hoais  having  heen  zertoied,  the  sixth  divisioD,  which  had 
been  maiehing  sinee  dtayhmk,  appealed  in  criier  of  balde 
on  the  mount  below  St  Pierre.  It  was  soon  followed  by 
the  fourth  and  third  divisions,  and  two  brigades  of  the 
seventh  division  wene  likewise  in  marcL  With  the  fiist 
of  these  troops  eame  WeUiogtoiL  He  had  homed  from 
BaiToiiilhet  when  Ae  fint  sound  of  cannon  xeaehed  him, 
yet  liu  arriYcd  only  to  mtne^  the  close  of  the  Inittlc — the 
crisis  waa  past.    Hill's  day  of  glory  was  complete. 

Sonlt,  aoQording  to  the  Fienoh  method,  now  niade  anot^ 
attack,  or  rtHait  demonetration  agunet  oentre  to  cover 
his  new  dispositions ;  this  was  easily  repulsed,  and  at  the 
same  moment  Buchan  drove  D'Armagnac  headlong  (^the 
Mogoerre  ridge^  The  French  masses  continued  to  main- 
tain a  menacing  position  on  the  hi^  road,  and  on  a 
hillock  linng  between'the  road  and  the  miU-pond ;  hut  they 
were  soon  disposse^^sed  by  Wellington,  who  sent  Byng  with 
two  battalions  against  the  hillock,  and  some  troops  irom  the 
centre  agpunat  those  on  the  hi{^  road.  At  this  laet  point 
liowever  the  genenLi  and  staff  had  been  so  cut  down  that 
Colonel  Ciimc,  tie  aid-dc-carap,  could  find  no  superior 
officer  to  deliver  the  order  to  and  led  the  troops  himself  to 
tho  attack.  Both  charges  were  successful,  and  two  of  the 
light  guns  sent  down  in  the  early  part  of  the  filthy  Soolt, 
and  which  had  played  witiwnt  ceasing,  were  taken. 

The  battle  now  abated  to  a  skirmish  under  cover  of 
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"whicli  the  French  endeavoured  to  carry  oflf  their  wounded 
and  rally  their  stragglers,  hut  at  two  o'clock  Wellington 
commanded  a  general  advance  of  the  whole  line.  Then  the 
Firenoh  retreated  fighting,  and  the  allies  following  cloee  on 
the  aide  of  the  Niye  plied  them  with  musketry  nntil  dark ; 
yet  they  maintained  their  line  towards  the  Adonr,  and 
Sparre's  cav  alry  passing  out  that  way  rejoined  Pierre  Soult 
This  last  general  and  Faris  had  during  the  day  skirmished 
with  Moiillo  and  Vivian's  cavalry  at  Uronray,  but  when 
the  iU-snocess  at  St  F|ene  became  known  retired. 

In  this  bloody  action  Sonlt  bad  designed  to  employ  seven 
divisions  of  infuotry  with  one  brigade  of  cavalry  uu  the 
front,  and  one  brigade  of  infantry  with  a  division  of  cavalry 
on  the  rear ;  but  the  state  of  the  roads  and  the  narrow 
front  did  not  permit  more  than  five  divisions  to  aet^  and 
only  half  of  those  were  seriously  engaged.  His  loss  was 
ccrtiuiilj  three  thousand,  making  a  total  of  the  five  days' 
fighting  of  six  thousand  men  with  two  generals,  Villatte 
and  Maucomble,  wounded.  Hill  had  three  generals  and 
fifteen  hundred  men  killed  or  wonnded,  and  Wellington's 
loss  on  the  five  days'  fighting  was  five  thousand  indoding 
five  hundred  prisoners.  Five  generals,  Hope,  AobimMm, 
Barnes,  Le  Cor  and  Ashworth  were  wounded. 

OPBBATIONS  BBTOSn  THE  NIVB. 

Sonlt  having  lost  the  battle  of  St  Pieixe  left  three  divi- 
sions on  the  Monsseroles  camp,  sent  two  over  the  Nive  to 

iciiiforcc  Keillo,  and  passing  tlic  Adour  in  tin.  night  with 
Foy's  division  extended  it  up  the  right  bank  of  tliat  river 
to  the  confluence  of  the  Gave  do  Pao^  to  protec^t  the  navi* 
gation  on  which  his  supplies  now  depended.  To  intercept 
those  supplies,  to, eat  the  French  eommtuiicatien  with 
St.  Pied  de  Port,  and  open  a  fertile  tract  of  conntry  for 
the  subsistence  and  action  of  his  powerful  cavaliy,  Wel- 
lington had  forced  the  passage  of  the  Mve.  Bayonne 
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could  not  be  assailed  with  success  until  the  aniiy  occu- 
pying the  entrenched  camp  in  ixont  was  drawn  away  by 
want,  and  Soult  in  opposition  was  resolved  to  hold  his  posi- 
tion aionnd  that  fortress.  The  country  beyond  the  Niye 
favoured  his  views.  It  was  deep,  and  traversed  by  many 
rivers,  floodini^  with  every  shower  in  the  mountains  and 
offering  in  their  concentric  courses  to  the  Adour  barriers 
not  easy  to  break  through  without  great  loss.  To  torn 
them  by  their  sources  near  the  mountains  required  wide 
ruovcmcnts,  and  line  weatlicr  to  harden  the  roads  ;  but  the 
winter  of  1813  was  peculiarly  wet ;  Soult 's  security  how- 
ever depended  on  weather^  and  three  fine  days  made  him 
tremble.  He  was  now  also  dependent  on  water-carriage 
for  his  supplies,  his  chief  magazines  being  at  Dax  on  the 
Adour  and  Peyrehorade  on  the  Gave  dc  Fau ;  the  latter 
only  twenty-four  miles  from  Bayonne^  and  both  so  exposed 
to  sudden  incursioDs  that  he  was  compelled  to  entrench 
them. 

Wliile  thus  watchini?  clouds  and  skies  for  the  si<nial  of 
great  operations,  the  two  commanders  earned  on  a  minor 
warfare  of  posts  and  surprizes.  Soult  finding  the  naviga* 
tion  of  the  Adour  most  endangered  near  Urt,  where  the 
river  mirrowed,  sent  Foy  across  to  cast  a  bridge  and  fortify 
a  head  to  it ;  but  Wellington,  forestalling  the  attempt, 
drove  him  back  again,  and  the  supplies  were  then  only 
brought  down  at  night  by  stealth  or  with  a  guard  of  gon* 
boats  under  fire :  indeed  the  French  army  could  not  have 
been  thus  supplied  if  the  coasting  trade  from  Bourdeaux  to 
Bayonne  had  been  interrupted  by  the  English  nay}%  but 
Wellington's  remonstnnces  on  that  head  were  still  un« 
heeded  by  the  Admiralty.  However  Soult  was  so  embar- 
rassed, that  leaving  Reille  with  but  four  divisions  in 
Vauban's  camp,  he  transferred  his  head-quarters  to  Peyre- 
horade, and  sent  Olauzel  with  two  divisions,  all  the  light 
cavalry  and  Tridhard's  heavy  dragoons  b^nd  the  Adoor 
to  take  pobt  on  the  Bidouze,  one  of  the  many  rivers  de- 
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iOPndii>g  coiicciitricalij  the  I'yrenees  to  the  AdoTir. 
Hifl  tdwiMd  poets  wm  piuiied  to  the  Jojeose  sui  Ana 
doie  to  Wdlington,  idio  imnMwtialrfy  ande  ooortcr 
dispositions,  and  thus  the  principal  fronts  of  oppoatkii 
were  on  a  line  perpeudicvdar  to  that  against  Bajoime,  whicli 
became  Fccnndaij. 

Hub  did  not  pMmtiheiiuiiorirnfiu«foir  thecoo^^ 
of  tlie  Dttfigftlkm  of  Hie  Adoor  bong  oontnmed.  HI 
seized  the  island  of  llolriague  in  the  Adour,  imd  those  of 
Beraui  and  Broc  ahove  it^  were  taken  bj  Fov.  The  allies 
wm  momenteify  emhoRMMd  by  the  lofli  of  th^boat- 
bndg<e€ii  the  Nm,  which  WES  cuned  away  by  a  flood; 
and  on  tliLir  extreme  ridit  Morillo  havinir,  without  an- 
thonty,  taken  two  squadrons  of  the  18th  Uossars  t«>ai«i 
one  of  his  fimigiiig  incursions,  abandoned  them  it  a  eriticai 
auaienty  lAcrefay  their  Bu^or^  fiof^es,  two  enptains anlt 
lieutenant  were  woimded  and  many  men  lost  Mina  ak» 
invaded  the  valleys  of  Bay^rey  plandcring,  burning,  and 
murdering  men  women  and  children  ;  whereupon  the  people 
ibm  took  annSy  and  being  mnfoioed  with  two  faimdnd 
YQgnkn  from  8t  Jean  Pied  de  Port  sarpmed  one  of  lus 

battalions  and  pressed  the  othero  with  vigour.  This  irav^' 
Soolt  hopes  of  exciting  the  Basques  to  an  insurgent  war- 
ftpra,  and  Oenend  Harispe,  a  Basque  by  birth  and  of  great 
fepntatum,  who  he  had  been  long  expeoting  from  Sodiek'^ 
army,  now  arrived  to  aid  this  plan.  If  Harispe  had  ccm 
in  November,  Wellington's  strict  discipline  being  then 
unknown^  a  formidable  warfare  would  ha¥e  been  raised,  it 
was  now  too  late  ior  a  general  rising,  yet  has  piqMBot» 
Mina's  ineoaions,  and  the  lioentions  oondnct  of  Merib 
had  so  awakened  the  warlike  propensities  of  the  Baygowy 
Basques,  that  Harispe  soon  made  a  levy  and  commenced 
•otive  operations.  To  aid  him  Soidt  sKtendod  sad 
straigthened  Us  own  left,  and  made  Hm  Bgkt  oanlff 
msnaoe  all  the  outposts,  whereupon  Wellington,  tliuikiii^ 
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he  sought  a  general  battle,  resulved  to  fall  on  him  at  once, 
but  was  stopped  by  the  sudden  swelling  of  the  rivers. 
Whea  thejr  sohaided,  he  maiched  to  attack  Claniel  in  the 
oeantre,  sad  as  Boolt       there  in  peiwm  a  general  battle 

seemed  inevitable  ;  but  the  movements  on  botli  sides  were 
founded  on  miHtekfts,  and  the  matter  ended  with  a  shght 

Harispe  niiifbioed  wiih  Paiis's  drrision  and  Bantme's 

briiradc  then  drove  Mina  with  loss  into  the  hicrh  moun- 
tains, surprised  Morillo'd  foragers,  and  captured  some 
English  dragoons.  Loid  WeMingtan,  Semng  this  warfare, 
pnt  forth  his  anthoEtty  in  a  y^ffowm  manner  to  cheek  the 
Spanish  generals,  and  a  sullen  obedience  followed,  yet  the 
Basque  iusurrection  spread,  and  he  therefore  ])ubliahed  a 
manifesto  calling  on  the  people  to  declare  for  war  or  peaoe, 
announcing  his  intention  to  bum  their  nllages  and  pat 
them  to  death  if  they  coniinned  insmgent^in  fine,  to 
treat  them  as  the  French  generals  had  treated  the  insur- 
gents in  Spain.  This  stopped  Harispe's  efiiorts,  and  Soult, 
who  now  expected  xeinfoicements  and  was  desiroiis  to 
Tesnme  the  ofiii8i?e  with  bis  whole  aimy,  ndsnd  him  to 
abandon  his  Peasant  war,  to  concentrate  his  reguhir  force 
and  hem  in  the  aUies'  right.  Then  Harispe,  always  daring 
and  active,  droye  back  all  Mozillo's  foiageiBy  and  with 
ihem  a  body  of  English  cavaby :  at  the  same  time  one  cf 
HiQ's  cavalry  posts  on  the  left  was  cat  off  in  retaliation 
for  a  French  post  which  had  been  8ur})rizcd  by  the  sixth 
diyifiiony  with  rirrrnmfttth^^^^  entirely  opposed  to  good  ieei- 
ing  and  to  the  generous  babitB  long  estabhahed  between 
the  light  division  and  the  Frenoii  soUiem»  of  which  tiie 

followinf^  urc  hue  ill ast rations. 

On  the  i^th  of  [December,  the  iard  was  assembled  within 
twenty  yavds  of  a  fxench  cot-sentry,  yet  he  contuiaed  his 
beat  for  an  hov  widiont  conoem,  inlying  so  eogfident^ 
on  the  customary  8|ystem  as  to  pUce  his  kni^sack  on  the 
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ground.   When  ihe  oider  to  ad?aiice  was  giren,  one  of 

the  British  suldieri  told  him  to  go  away  and  helped  lum  to 
replace  his  pack,  and  the  hring  then  commenced.  Next 
monung  the  Fiench  in  like  manner  warned  a  4d{d  sentiy 
to  retire.  A  more  remarkable  instance  happened  when 
Lord  Wellington,  desirous  to  jrain  the  top  of  a  hill  occn]>ied 
by  the  enemy  near  B:iyonne,  urdered  his  t^curt  of  riMemen 
to  drive  the  IVench  away.  Seeing  the  soldiers  stealing  up^ 
too  close  as  he  thought,  he  called  ont  to  fire^  but  with  a 
loud  voice  one  of  those  yeterans  replied  no  ^rinp !  Holding 
up  the  butt  of  his  rifle  towards  the  French,  he  tap])ed  it 
in  a  peculiar  way,  and  at  tlic  private  signal  v  hich  moaned, 
te0  muii  kat€  the  hiU  for  a  tk&ri  Urns,  the  French,  who 
could  not  maintain,  yet  would  not  have  rdinquished  it 
without  a  fi^ht  if  they  had  been  firtd  upon,  quietly  retired : 
yet  this  signal  would  never  have  been  made  if  the  post 
had  been  one  capable  of  a  permanent  defence,  so  well  did 
those  veterans  understand  war  and  its  proprieties. 

Soult's  conscripts  were  now  desertin^^  fait,  and  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather  filled  hi^i  hospitals,  while  Wcllini:- 
ton's  bronzed  soldiers,  impassive  to  fatigue,  patient  to 
endure,  fierce  in  execution,  were  free  fitom  serious  maladiea, 
ready  and  able  to  plant  their  colours  wherever  their  general 
listed.    The  country  was  however  a  vast  quagmire  ;  neither 
provisions  nor  orders  could  be  conveyed  to  the  differviii, 
quarters;  and  a  Portuguese  brigade  was  several  dajs  with- 
out food  from  the  swelling  of  the  rivulets  which  stopped 
the  commissariat  mules.    At  the  sea-side  the  troops  %Ycre 
better  off,  yet  with  a  horrible  counterpoise ;  for  on  that 
iron-bound  coast,  storms  and  shipwrecks  were  so  freq[ii6nt, 
that  scarcely  a  day  passed  without  some  vessel*  ^^^^^^^^^i^^^ff 
many  together,  being  seen  embayed  and  drifting  towards 
the  reefs,  which  shoot  out  like  needles  for  several  miles. 
Once  in  that  situation  there  was  no  human  help  !   A  faint 
CTf  might  be  heard  at  intervals,  but  the  tall  ship  floated 
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solemnly  onwards  until  tlie  first  rock  arrested  her,  when  a 
roaring  surge  would  dash  her  to  pieces  and  the  shore  was 
strewed  with  broken  timbers  and  dead  bodies.  Janoaiy 
was  thus  pMsed  by  the  allies^  bat  Febmaiy  saw  WeUin^ 
ton  bieak  into  Fiaiioethe  gviccessfal  mvader  of  that  mighty 
country. 
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PAgBAGBS  07  THB  OAYBS  A2n>  THB  ADOITB. 

Whilb  the  anmoB  remamed  inactiTe,  political  diffienl- 
ties  aocnmnlatecl  on  !>oth  ddes  in  a  strange  manner.  What 

tliosc  difficulties  were  and  their  causes  must  be  sought  for 
in  tlie  original  history,  this  work  treats  only  of  battleg. 
Yet  their  grayity  will  be  understood  when  it  i'^  ^aid,  that 
Sonlt,  sononnded  with  traitors  and  Inkewam  friends,  had 
his  army  again  so  reduced  by  drafls  that  he  proposed  to 
Napoleon,  ihcn  driven  from  Germany  and  striving  kird 
to  defend  France  on  tlie  east,  no  longer  to  contend  with 
Wellington  in  r^golar  wad&rc,  but  to  scatter  his  forces  as 
great  partisan  corps  in  opposition  to  the  invasion.  On 
the  other  hand,  Wellington,  seriously  warned  his  govern- 
ment that  lie  looked  to  San  Sebastian  as  a  post  where  he 
slionld  &</uu  have  to  fiszlit  for  an  embarkation  airainst  the 
united  French  and  Spanish  armies  !  In  fine  that  the  war 
conld  no  longer  be  continued.  Suddenly  howeyer  his  position 
was  ameliorated  by  a  change  in  the  Spanish  coun<nls,  by 
the  approach  of  fine  weather,  and  the  simultaneous  receipt 
of  a  large  sum  in  gold,  which  enabled  him  an:ain  to  employ 
the  Spaniards  in  France  with  less  danger  of  their  plua- 
dering  the  country.  He  had  sent  before  him  the  £une 
of  a  just  discipline  and  wise  consideiatioa  for  the  people, 
and  there  was  indeed  nothing  he  dreaded  more  than  the 
insurgent  warfare  projected  by  Soult.    Harispe  s  Basques 
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had  done  liiai  more  miaduef  than  the  French  ariuy,  the 
temUe  nwnaoe  d  deBkojmg  their  Tillages  and  killiog  ail 
the  male  popdation,  bj  which  he  stopped  iheb  warfiavy 

marked  his  apprehensions,  and  he  n^ectetl  no  mtaiii*  of 
conciliation. 

He  peimittod  the  local  authorities  to  carry  on  the 
rntemal  goyenmient,  to  take  their  aahaea  and  raise  the 

necessary  taxes ;  he  opened  the  ports  and  so  drew  a  large 
commerce  to  snp|)ort  liis  army ;  he  established  many  chan- 
nda  for  intelligence,  political  and  military,  and  would  have 
eitended  his  polioy  fiirther  if  the  £ngiiah  ndnistets  had 
not  abfoptly  and  ignorantlj  interfered  with  his  {nroceedings. 
Fiiinlly,  foreseeing  that  his  gold  being:  in  foreij^n  coin 
would  create  embanassment,  he  adopted  an  expedient 
whidi  he  had  before  ptaotised  in  India ;  to  knowing  that 
in  a  Britudi  anny  a  wondeifbl  variety  of  TOcatipiiB,  good 
and  bad,  may  be  found,  he  secretly  caused  faLie  cuiners  and 
die-sinkers  amongst  the  soldiers  to  be  sought  out,  and  they, 
assured  no  ill  was  deigned  for  them,  yery  readily  acknow- 
ledged their  peonUar  talents.  With  these  men  he  seeretly 
coined  gold  Napoleons,  marking  them  with  a  private  stamp 
and  careftilly  preBcrvinu'  their  just  fineness  and  weight  to 
enable  the  French  government,  when  peace  should  be 
estahUshed,  to  call  them  in  again.  He  thns  aToided  all 
the  difficulties  of  exchange,  and  removed  a  frnitfol  soniee 
of  quarrels  between  the  troops  and  shopkeepers  ;  the  latter 
being  always  fastidious  in  taking  and  desirous  of  abating 
the  real  worth  of  strange  coin,  while  the  former  attribate 
tb  ftaad  any  dedination  firom  the  value  at  which  they 
receive  their  money.  This  sudden  increase  of  current  coin 
tended  also  to  duninisli  the  pressure  necessarily  attendant 
mNm  troabled  times. 

Nor  was  his  provident  sagadty  less  eminent  in  military 
than  in  administrative  and  political  operations.  Daring 
the  bad  weather  he  had  formed  large  magazines  at  the 
ports,  examined  the  coarse  of  the  Adonr,  and  carefully 
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meditated  on  his  plms.  To  penetrate  France  and  rally  a 
grett  fioorbon  party  under  the  protection  of  his  army  va^ 
the  ejstom  he  dMued  to  Mkm ;  and  tbeoglk  the  iart 
depended  en  Hie  proeeedings  of  the  allied  soTefagw  hk 
Ofim  military  operations  \v<  mid  not  clash,  because  to  drive 
the  i^reoch  from  Bayonne  and  blockade  or  besiege  tkt 
place  were  the  fint  stepa  in  either  caee. 

That  fertreaB  and  its  citadel,  comprising  in  diardieai 
the  confluence  of  the  Nive  and  the  Adoor,  could  not  be 
aaiely  invested  with  less  than  three  times  the  number 
neccMiy  to  resist  the  garrison  at  any  one  pcnnt;  i»d 
hence  the  whole  mnst  be  so  nnmerons  as  serioady  to 
weaken  the  forc^  opcratintr  towards  tlie  interior.  Hot 
and  where  to  cross  the  Adour  for  the  investment  was  also 
a  subject  of  soUoitiide.   It  was  a  great  river  with  a  stnog 
current,  and  well  guarded  by  troops  and  gon-boats  above 
Bayonne ;  still  greater  was  it  below  the  town,  and  then 
the  ebb-tide  run  seven  miles  an  hour ;  thore  also  gun-boats,  | 
a  sloop  of  war,  and  armed  merchant- vessels  could  be  em- 
ployed to  intenrapt  the  passage.   To  collect  boats  mn^  | 
to  bridge  the  stream  above  or  bdcw  Bayonne,  and  At 
carriage  of  them,  an  immense  operation  in  itself,  wouH  • 
inevitably  give  notice  of  the  design,  imlcss  the  Frencli 
army  weie  fiist  driven  away ;  and  even  then  the  gpirifQS  i 
of  Bayonne,  fifteen  tiioiisand  men,  might  baflle  tk 
attempt.    Iscvertheless  iu  iLc  face  uf  these  difBculties  he  * 
resolved  to  pass,  his  preparations  being  prop(»iionate  to 
the  greatness  of  the  derign. 

Many  reasons  ccmcnrred  to  make  him  throw  his  bri4p 
below  ^d  not  above  Bayonne,  and  in  that  view  he  bfti 
collected  at  St.  Jean  de  Luz  forty  large  Baiiiiag- boats  oi 
ficom  fifteen  to  thirty  tons  borthen,  called  cha§M  mar^9 
as  if  for  fljecommissariai  service;  bat  he  had  them  seewfly 
leaded  with  materials  for  his  bridge,  designing  with  navil 
aid  to  run  up  the  Adour  to  a  certain  point  upon  which 
the  troops  and  artilleiy  were  to  move,  and  then  with 
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hamwon^  and  nfls  made  of  pontooiiB,  to  throw  OT«r  a 

coveriDg  body,  titurtii^  that  the  greatnoBS  and  danger  of 
the  attempt  would  lull  suspicion.  No  obstacles  deterred 
him.  All  the  French  trading  vesselfl  ia  the  Adour  had 
in  Janvaiy  fleeretly  offered  to  oome  out  upon  Koenaes  and 
0er?e  hk  oommiflaariat';  bat  he  was  compelled  to  forego 
that  advantage  by  the  silly  meddling  of  the  English  minis- 
terSy  which  added  greatly  to  the  difiiculty  of  his  enterpiize^ 
inasmnch  as  it  forced  him^  instead  of  receiYing  these  men 
ae  friends  and  ooadyutoxs  to  prepare  means  for  bnniing 
their  vessels. 

Sonlt  was  not  less  active  in  defensive  measures.  He 
had  fortified  all  the  main  passes  oi  the  rivers  on  the  great 
roads  leading  against  his  left ;  yet  the  diminution  of  his 
foroe  in  January  had  compelled  him  to  withdraw  his  out- 
posts from  Anglet,  which  enabled  Wellington  to  examine 
the  whole  course  of  the  Adour  below  Bayoanc  and  arrange 
for  the  passage  with  more  faeiUty.  Soult  then^  in  pur^ 
snance  of  Napoleon's  system  of  warfiure,  whidi  always 

prcs(Til)ed  a  recourse  to  moral  force  to  cover  physical 
weakness,  concentrated  his  left  wing  against  the  allies' 
right  beyond  the  Nive,  and  renewed  that  harassing  par- 
tisan wu&re  abeady  noticed,  endeavouiing  to  throw  his 
adversary  entirely  upon  the  defensive. 

He  knew  however  he  could  not  thus  check  the  allies 
long,  and  judging  Wellington  would  aim  at  Bordeaux  and 
the  line  of  the  Qaronne^  while  his  own  line  of  retreat  must 
ultimately  be  in  a  paraHel  direction  with  the  Pyrenees,  he 
tried  to  organize  in  time  a  defensive  system.  In  this  view 
ho  sent  Daricau^  a  native  of  the  Landes,  to  prepare  an 
insurgent  levy  in  that  wildemesB,  and  directed  Maransin 
to  ttie  High  Pyrenees  to  extend  die  insurrection  of  the 
mountaineers  already  commenced  in  the  Lower  Pyrenees 
by  Harispe. 

At  Bordeaux  there  was  a  small  reserve,  which  he 
urged  the  minister  of  war  to  increase  with  conscripts  ficm 


Digitized  by  Google 


m  iUTBS,  ilBEUAKT,  18U.  [Bmcxt. 

the  luteiior,  and  h«  ml  artillerymen  tbero  from  Btijomt, 

twikeDed  «id  tnam  wif  nfii  m  thai  dtf. 

On  the  side  of  the  Lower  Pyrenees  he  im}>rovod  the 
wurkn  of  2vavaiTeiis,  and  desifriied  an  eutnmched  camp ; 
tlie  castle  of  Loordta  id  the  High  Fjtwm  was  alr^ 
drfcnaiMa,  and  he  gaTe  osdm  to  foftify  the  OMkle  of  Vm, 
thva  pftnriding  supporting:  points  for  a  retreat.  At  Mm- 
leon  he  pnt  on  foot  parti zan  corp^,  and  had  hopes  of  form- 
ing a  reaerra  of  Beven  or  eight  thousand  national  giifid% 
genad'aimea  and  artilleijm^  at  Tarbes.  Dax,  mtaia- 
ing  hia  principal  depots,  waa  heng  fortifiad,  aad  the  tm- 
mnnit  atioii  v>  '\th  it  luiuutained  across  the  rivers  bv  bridges, 
with  bhdge-beadB,  at  Port  de  Lannes,  Haatingneg,  Feiey* 
hmde,  and  Sasveterre ;  but  in  the  beginning  of  Febraiy 
flooda  earned  awaj  that  at  Pott  de  Lannea,  and  the  ooa- 

TinLiii.  utiun  between  Bavonne  and  the  left  of  the  aruiv  was 
thud  interrupted  until  he  establi^died  a  tiyiiig  bridge. 

Snoh  waa  hia  ntaation  whoi  Wellbigton  retook  d» 
oftnaiTe,  with  one  hnndred  and  twenty  tboiuand  wkB/tij 
and  fifteen  thousand  oavahy,  as  Soult  supposed  :  for  he  blew 
not  of  the  political  and  financial  difficulties  wiucli 
reduced  the  English  general'a  power  and  preyented  tbe 
junction  of  the  reinfarMBcnta  expected.  Hia  eammrim 
told  him  that  Clinton's  Gatalonian  fnree  was  broken  up, 
and  the  l>ntisli  part  in  marcli  to  join  Wellino^tuii  ;  that  the 
gaiziaons  of  C^arthagena,  Cadiz  and  CeutA  were  at  haodl» 
and  leintooementa  were  coming  from  England  and  P«^ 
togaL  This  made  him  eonelade  there  was  no  intentioa 
of  presjqncr  the  war  in  Catalonia  and  all  wduld  be  uiiUcJ  to 
march  against  him  ;  wherefore  with  more  earnestne^  than 
before  he  uged  that  Sachet  ahonld  be  cidered  to  join  Ua^ 
thai  thdr  imited  faoes  might  fbnn  a  dike  against 
torrent  wliich  threatened  to  overwhelm  the  south  of  France. 
The  real  power  opposed  to  him  waa  however  much  below 
these  ealfflilatjansL   Twen^  thousand  fidliah  and  Pocta- 


Digitized  by  Googl( 


Book  xt.]  FEB&UART,  1914.  487 

guese  had  been  promised  but  did  not  anive  ;  Clinton's  anny 
wai  still  in  Catakmia ;  the  ngolar  Spanish  fooes  avail- 
able, and  that  only  paiidaUy  on  aeooont  of  tiieir  licentioos 

conduct,  did  not  ixGCcd  tliirty  tliousand;  the  Anglo-Portu- 
guese were  but  seventy  thousand,  with  ninety-five  pieces  of 
artillery. 

Soolty  ezdofliTe  of  Us  garasons  and  detadnnents  at 

Bordeaux  and  in  the  High  Pyrenees,  exclusive  also  of  the 
conscripts  of  the  second  kvy  which  were  now  beginning  to 
arrive,  had  only  thirty-five  thousand  soldiere  of  aU  aims, 
three  thousand  being  cavalry,  with  forty  pieces  of  aitilleiy. 
But  Bayonne  alone,  without  reference  to  St.  Jean  Pied  de 
Port  and  Navarrens,  occupied  twenty-eight  thousand  of  the 
allies;  and  by  this  and  other  drains  Wellington  's  superiority 
was  so  xednoed,  that  bis  penetrating  into  France^  that 
FrasDoe  wbidk  bad  made  all  Europe  tremble  ai  her  arms, 
must  be  viewed  im  a  bur}msing  example  of  courage  and 
fine  conduct,  military  and  political 

PASSAGE  OF  THE  OAVBS. 

Ill  the  second  of  Fcl)ruar)'  the  weather  set  in  with 
a  strong  frost,  and  the  English  general  advanced,  just  as 
Ctaneral  Paris  had  marched  with  a  convoy  from  Navarrens 
tomake  alast  effort&r  the  relief  of  Jaoa  in  Spain,  wherea 
French  garrison  still  remained.  But  clothin&r,  which  had 
been  long  negligently  delayed  in  England,  arrived  at  that 
moment^  and  the  regiments,  wanting  the  means  of  carriage, 
bad  to  maidi  for  it  to  the  coast  The  first  design  was 
therefore  merely  to  torn  the  French  left  by  the  somms  of 
the  rivers  with  Hill's  corps,  marciiing  by  the  roots  of  the 
Pyrenees^  while  Beri^ord  kept  the  centre  in  check  upon 
the  lower  parts  of  the  same  rivers,  in  hope  that  Sonlt's 
attention  wonld  dras  be  attracted  while  the  passage  of  the 
Adour  was  being  made  below  Bayonne.  It  would  seem 
also,  that  uncertain  if  he  should  be  able  to  force  the  passage 
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of  tlic  tnlutary  rivers  witli  his  rij^ht,  Wellinjrton  intended, 
if  his  bridge  was  happily  thrown,  to  pi^h  his  main  opera- 
tions  in  that  qwter^  tomiiig  the  Gsves  by  the  right  bank 
of  the  Adonr:  a  fine  €0iioe|iiCioii  by  whkli  luesqMrion^ 
of  numbers  would  have  best  availed  him  to  seize  DiX  inl 
the  Port  tic  Landcs  and  cut  Soult  off  from  Bordeaux. 

Events  finstrated  this  pbuiL  On  the  14th  Hill»  having 
twenty  thousand  oombatents  and  aizleen  guns,  muA/i 
in  two  eolumns ;  one  to  drive  Ghwisel's  posts  beyond  die 
Joyeuse,  another  by  the  great  road  uf  St.  Jean  Pied  de 
Port  against  Harispe.  This  last  body  had  the  Uzsoaift 
mountain  on  its  ri^t^  while  beyond  it  Moiillo  muAni 
against  the  same  point  Harispe,  who  bad  only  dM 
brigades,  priucipally  conscripts,  retired  skirmishing  in  Uie 
direction  of  St.  Palais.  The  line  of  the  Joyeuse  was  thus 
tuned  by  the  allies,  the  diiect  oommnnieatioii  with  8t  Jam 
Pied  de  Port  was  oat,  that  plaoe  was  invested  by  Mitt's 
battalions,  and  on  the  loth  Hill,  leaving  a  regiment  ti> 
observe  the  road  of  St.  Jean,  marched  upon  Gaixis,  pushiiij^ 
bacV  TTMflspe's  rear-guard. 

8oalt  knew  of  the  intended  opentiens  on  the  12th,  jtl^ 
lisaring  the  allies  had  collected  boats  and  constructed  t 
"fresh  batter}'  near  Urt  on  the  Upper  Adour,  and  that  the 
pontoons  had  reached  Urcurray^  thought  Wellington  de- 
signed to  turn  his  left  with  Hill's  corps,  press  him  on  dtf 
Bidooie  with  Berssford's,  and  keep  Bayonne  in  cbedc  wiA 
the  Spaniards,  while  Hope  crossed  the  Aduur  abore  that 
fortress.  Wherefore,  when  Hill's  movement  commenced, 
lie  resolved  to  dispute  die  passage  of  the  Bidome^  ui 
4lie  two  Gaves  of  Hauleon  and  Olenm  in  sueoeBsion.  He 
liud  already  i'uur  diviaions  on  the  Bidouze,  and  now,  recall 
posted  him  between  St  Palais  and  St  Jean  Pied 
de  Port  to  watoh  Mina^  who  he  suppoeed  to  be  stroi^ 
than  he  was. 
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COMBAT  OF  OAB&IS. 

Harispe,  liaTinpj  Vmis  under  Lds  orders,  and  su])ported 
by  Pierre  Soult  with  a  brigade  of  light  cavalry,  covered  the 
road  from  St  Jean  with  his  left,  the  upper  line  of  the  Bi- 
doDze  with  his  right ;  and  from  thenoe  Villatte,  Trapmaiid 
Foy  were  extended  to  its  confluenee  with  the  Adour.  Hill 
moved  ai^^ain^t  Harispe,  arid  the  latter  had  just  occupied  in 
adMiuce  of  the  Bidouzc  a  ridge  called  the  Gams  moontaiiiy 
whieh  stretched  to  8i  Palais^  whea  his  lear-gnaid  oaine 
plunging  into  a  deep  Taviiie  in  bis  front,  closdy  lollowed  by 
the  light  troops  of  the  second  division.  Upon  the  parallel 
count er-ridpre  thus  gained  General  Hill  immediately  esta- 
hlished  himself,  and  ihoiig^  the  erenmg  was  beginning  to 
dose  bis  skinnisheni  descended  into  ibe  ranne,  while  two 

guns  played  over  it  upon  four  thousand  men  arrayed  on 
the  opposite  mountain  by  Harispe.  In  this  state  of  affairs 
Wellington  arrived.  He  was  anxious  to  turn  the  line  of 
the  Bidooie  befoie  Sonlt  could  strengtben  himself  tfaeroy 
and  seeing  the  communication  with  Paris,  by  St  Palais, 
was  not  well  maintained,  sent  Morillo  along  the  ridge 
towards  that  place ;  then  mir^ftf^*"g  Harispe's  centre  with 
Le  Cot's  POTtugnese  dimoiiy  be  directed  Piingle's  brigade 
to  atiadc,  saying  with  condse  energy  Tis  kiU  mmi  be 
taken  before  dark" 

This  expression  caught  the  feuncy  of  the  soldiers,  and  was 
repeated  by  Colonel  O'Callagban,  as  be  and  Pringle  placed 
ibemselTOi  at  the  bead  of  the  d9ib,  which,  followed  by  the 
28th,  immediately  mshed  with  loud  and  prolonged  sbottts 
into  the  ravine.  Pringle  fell  wounded,  and  most  of  the 
mounted  officers  had  ti^eir  horses  killed  \  but  the  troops, 
oorered  by  the  thick  wood,  gained  the  summit  of  the  Qairis 
mountain  on  the  right  of  ibe  enmy,  who  thought  from  the 
shouting  a  larger  force  was  corning  and  retreated.  The 
adth  then  wheeled  to  their  right,  intending  to  sweep  the 
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summit,  when  the  French^  diaooveriBg  their  error,  came  baek 
at  ft  chvgiiig  paoe  and  veoeiTiDg  a  Tidley  irithout  flinching 
tried  the  liaymiet  O'CaUaghan,  diatinquLdied  &r  lAteagii 
aiid  cuiira^L,  received  two  strokes  of  tli;it  weapon  butiepftii 
them  with  fatal  power  in  each  instance,  and  the  French, 
Dearlj  all  <i<imi!iriii<i|  wore  beaten  o£    Twioe  hcmever 
they  OMM  haflk,  and  fought  util  the  fire  of  the  28th  w 
beginning  to  be  felt,  when  Harispe,  seeing  fmnsAt 
of  the  second  division  ready  to  suppurt  the  attack,  Le  Cor 
advancing  against  his  centK%  and  Mqd^  in  march  towanli 
St  Palais,  ntnsted  to  tbat  toi^^  and  oaBiDg  in  Fam 
town  Hie  bridges  otv  the  Bidooa.   He  lost  altogedtf 
Stc  htiii.hed  men,  two  hundred  beincr  takcii,  and  would 
haidly  have  escaped  li  Moriiio  liad  AOt  been  skm.  The 
allies  kst  ons  hmuiMd  and  aiz^,  Biost  of  them  in 
bayonet  oontsst. 

Duriner  these  o|^rations  Pictou,  on  Hill's  li*ft.  menaced 
Villatte  ;  but  though  Bcresford  s  scoatiDg  parties  on  the 
isft  of  Pioton  appmoiied  tbe  Bidouie,  ftflbig  Taopn  atl 
Foy,  bis  piineipal  fetoe  ransiiBed  on  the  Joyeose,  as  As  , 
pivot  upon  which  Wellin<?ton's  ricrht  was  sweepine:  round 
the  French  positions.  Foy  however  had  observed  tiit^ 
movement  of  two  other  divi8i<»iS|  pointing  as  he  tho«^ 
towaxds  the  Frendi  kft,  and  his  reports  to  Aat  efieot 
reached  Soolt  at  the  moment  the  latter  received  nolioa 
that  St.  Jean  Pied  de  Fort  was  invested.  Tiunking  th«fl 
that  Wellington  wnnld  not  attsmpt  to  pass  tbe  Adoor 
abcfve  Bayonne,  but  win  his  way  to  that  river  by  eon- 
sCwtly  tnming  the  Praneli  left,  be  made  nsw  dispodtkna 

His  line  on  the  i^idouze  was  strong,  yet  too  extended, 
and  he  resolved  to  abandon  that  and  the  Maideon  for  the 
Qaira  d'Okton,  phMimg  bis  lig^t  at  Pcyiebosade^  biakit 
at  Navamns.  Yilhtls  thmfore  took  post  at  Girnn/tem 
on  the  Oleron  where  the  bridge  had  :i  well  fortified  head; 
from  thence  Tanpm  lined  the  right  bank  to  the  coutiueuee 
^  oC  the  Gave  de  Pan,  which  Fay  guarded  from  Peynbcnade 
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to  i(B  eonflnemie  iritk  the  Adoor,  lusfroiit  being  proloDi^ 

by  D'Erion  towards  Dax.  One  brigade  of  cavalry  ^vas  in 
reserve  at  Sauveteire  and  the  head-quarters  went  to 
Oriheft.  But  tlie  magazinee  of  ammunition  were  at  Bay- 
oime,  Nftraireng  and  Daz ;  aod  Scnli,  eeeing  hk  oommn- 
]iiefttioii0  with  aU  tiioae  fkbees  Hkelj  to  be  intercepted 
before  he  could  romove  his  stores^  wrote  to  the  «^it^»ti^ 
of  war  to  form  new  depots. 

On  the  l^th  WeUington  npditd  the  broken  haigm  c£ 
Si  Pahie  after  a  akinnifth,  and  HiU  then  oroaBed  the 
Bidouze,  but  tlie  day  was  spent  in  the  operation.  Mean- 
while the  centre  divisions  passed  the  Joyeuse. 

The  17th  HiU  adTweed  towaids  the  MankoDy  while 
Pustan^  on  his  Icft^  made  for  the  heights  ef  Sombenavtey 
both  corps  converging  upon  General  Paris,  who  in  defence 
of  the  Mauleon  Gave  attempted  to  destroy  the  bridge  of 
AxiiTetiete.  Lard  Wellington  was  too  qniok.  The  ^2jii 
regiment^  coveted  by  the  fire  of  some  gons,  passed  at  a 
ford  above,  and  beating  two  French  battalions  from  the 
village  secured  the  passage.  The  troops  halted  there, 
having  marched  only  five  miles,  and  though  Faris  relin- 
qntfiied  the  Gave  he  did  not  retiie  until  the  moniing  of 
the  18th.  The  allies  &en  Mueed  the  main  road  between 
Sauveterre  and  Navarrens  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Oleron 
Gave,  while  Harispe,  Viilatre,  and  Paris,  s\ippurted  by  a 
brigade  of  cavaliy,  eoaoentrated  at  Sauveterre,  Taupin 
being  lower  down  on  Am  right,  Foy  on  the  tight  of 
Taupin,  and  D'Erion  on  the  left  of  the  Adonr,  above  He 
conMuenee  with  the  Gave  de  Pan. 

Soolt^  tiuown  6om  the  commencement  of  the  operations 
entirely  upon  the  defensbe,  was  now  at  a  loss  to  discover 
adwsary's  objeoi  In  «d«  nncettainty,  fending  Pierre 


to  act  betwe^  Oleron  and  Pau  and  communicate  with  the 
partizan  coxps  fonning  at  Mauleon,  he  decided  to  hold  the 
Chma  as  kng  as  he  conld;  and  when  ihey  wm  forced 
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concentrate  his  army  at  Ortlies  and  fell  upon  the  first 
of  the  ooQverging  columns  that  approached.  He  had 
oonsidered  every  likely  moranentj  as  he  thought,  and  his 
conjeotnres  had  indeed  embnMied  ereiy  jilan  of  opeialion 
poesible  except  the  one  contemplated  by  his  adTenary, 
namely,  ^the  stupendous  bridge  over  the  Adour  helow 
Bayonne.  That  was  now  to  be  done,  and  WeUington 
designed  to  superintend  the  casting  of  it  in  person  ;  hence, 
irhen  he  had  established  his  rij^t  strongly  beyond  the 
Maoleon  and  Bidoose  mm  and  knew  his  pontoons  were 
well  advanced,  he  returned  rapidly  to  St.  Jean  de  Luz. 
Everythinc^  there  depending  on  man  was  ready,  but  the 
weather  was  boisterous,  with  snow  for  two  days,  and  Wel- 
lington, feaifiil  of  letting  8onlt  strengthen  himself  on  the 
Gave  of  Okron,  xetnmed  on  the  2l8t  to  Ganis,  deciding 
to  press  his  operations  on  tiiat  side  in  person  and  leaye 
Hope  and  Admiral  Penrose  to  throw  the  bridge. 

PASSAGE  OV  VHB  ABOITB. 

Hope  had  twenty-eight  thonsand  men  and  twenty  pieces 
of  artillery,  and  in  the  night  of  the  22nd  the  first  diTOicn, 

with  six  eighteen-poundtrs  and  a  rocket  battery,  cautioui,ly 
filed  towards  the  Adour ;  the  road  was  deep  and  one  of  the 
guns  failing  into  a  ditch  delayed  the  march,  yet  at  day- 
break the  whole  reached  some  sand-downs  which  lined  the 
liTor  bank.  The  French  picquets  were  then  driven  into 
the  intrenched  camp,  the  pontoon  train  and  field-artillery 
came  down  opposite  the  village  of  Boucaut,  and  the 
eighteen- pounders  were*  placed  in  battery  on  the  bank. 
The  light  troops,  meanwhile,  closed  to  the  edge  of  the 
marsh  covering  Yanbaa's  camp,  and  from  Aicangooi  and 
Uidains  the  enemy's  attention  was  attracted  by  filse  at- 
tacks, which  were  prolonged  beyond  the  2^i?e  by  the  fifth 
division. 

The  gun-boats  and  chasse-marto  should  have  readied 
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the  mouth  of  the  Adour  at  the  time  the  troops  racked 
the  hank ;  hat  the  wind  was  contniy  and  none  weie  seen. 
Hope,  whose  firamess  no  untoward  event  ootdd  ever  shake, 
then  resolved  to  try  the  passajre  with  the  army  alone,  and 
when  the  French  tiotilla  opened  £re  on  his  colomnB,  his 
artiUeiy  and  rockets  retoirted  so  ^mdj,  that  thise  of  the 
gon-^boats  were  destroyed,  and  the  sloop  so  haidlj  handled 

that  about  one  o'clock  the  ^^  hole  took  refuge  higher  up  the 
riyer.  ^ixty  men  of  the  guards  were  then  rowed  in  pon- 
toons across  the  mouth  of  ihe  nm  in  the  &oe  of  a  French 
picquety  which,  seemingly  bewildered,  retired  withoat  firing. 
A  raft  was  formed  with  the  remainder  of  the  |»oiitoons,  a 
hawser  was  stretched  across,  and  Colonel  Stopford  passed 
with  six  hundred  of  the  guards  and  60th  r^ment  and 
some  rodcetSy  yet  slowly  and  at  slack  water,  for  the  tide 
run  strongly  and  the  waters  were  wide. 

General  Thouvenot,  deceived  by  spies  and  prisonei^, 
thought  tlie  light  division  was  with  Hope  as  well  as  the 
first  division,  and  that  fifteen  thousand  men  had  been 
embarked  at  Si  Jesn  de  Lus  to  land  between  Cape  Breton 
and  the  Adour ;  he  feared  therefore  to  send  a  strong  force 
to  any  distance,  and  when  he  heard  of  Stopford's  detach- 
ment on  the  right  hank,  detached  only  two  battalions 
mider  Hacomble  to  gain  information,  because  a  pine- 
forest  and  the  bending  of  the  river  prevented  him  from 
obtaining  a  view  from  Bayonne.  ^lacomble  menaced 
Stopford,  but  the  latter,  flanked  by  the  field-artillery  on 
the  other  bank,  received  him  with  a  discharge  of  rockets, 
projectiles  which,  like  the  elephants  in  ancient  war&ie, 
often  turn  upon  their  own  side:*^  time,  amenable  to 
their  directors,  they  smote  the  French  column  and  it  fled 
m^wiJi  ^tli  a  Ices  of  thirty  wounded.  It  is  however 
obvious  that  if  Thoavcuot  had  kept  strong  guards  with  a 
field  battery  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Adonr,  Hope  conld 
not  have  passed  his  troops  in  pontoons,  no  vessels  conld 
have  crossed  the  bar,  and  to  disembark  troops  between  the 
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river  and  Cape  Breton  must  have  been  attempted.  This 
QKior  was  fatal  to  tlic  French.  The  British  remauKMi 
mimol«ftod  until  twelve  o'oLoek  on  the  and  then  the 
long  expected  floiilkiriB  Men  imder  a  pie»  el  nflinaki^ 
nitJi  ft  etarong  breeae  ftr  iiie  iMNith  ef  the  riTor. 

To  enter  the  Adour  is,  iioui  the  flatness  of  the  coaat, 
never  an  easy  task ;  it  was  now  most  difficult ;  becftOBe  the 
high  winds  of  the  preeedk^  days  had  raised  a  gieat  M% 
end  the  enemy  had  vemoTed  one  of  the  gnidii^  flag-etew 
hy  whieh  the  navigation  was  ofdinarilj  diieeted.  In  front 
of  the  flotilla  came  the  boats  of  the  men  of  war,  and  the 
naval  captmin,  O'Reilly,  run  his  craft,  a  chosen  Spanish 
TBWoI,  first  into  the  midst  of  the  breakers,  whidi  roUiag 
in  a  finghtfoi  manner  over  the  bar  dashed  her  on  to  the 
beaoh.  That  brave  offioer,  stretched  senseiess  on  tbe 
Bhore,  would  Iiavc  perished  with  all  his  crew  but  l^r  the 
ready  succour  of  the  soMiers,  and  a  few  were  drowned  ;  yet 
the  remainder  with  an  intrepid  spixit  lannobed  their  host 
again  to  aid  the  paangeL 

C'Reilly  had  been  ftHowed  soeoenfelly  ])y  lieutenant 
Debenham  in  a  six-oared  cutter,  but  the  tide  was  falling, 
wherefore  the  remamder  of  the  boats,  the  impossibihty  of 
passing  until  high  water  being  evident,  drew  ofl"  and  a 
pilot  was  landed  to  dixeot  the  Hne  of  navigetien  by  cob- 
eerted  signals.  When  the  flood  csone  again,  the  cmrs 
were  promised  rewards  in  proportion  to  their  successful 
daring  and  the  whole  flotilla  approached  in  close  order; 
with  it  however  came  black  clouds  and  a  driving  gisle 
whieh  sent  al<mg  the  whole  ooast  a  rough  tnmhlii^p  sea, 
dashing  and  ftaming  withont  an  inteml  of  dark  water  to 
mark  the  entranee  of  the  river.  The  men-of-war's  boats 
first  drew  near  this  terrible  sunre,  and  Mr.  Bloye  of  the 
Lyra,  having  the  chict  pilot  with  him,  heroically  led  into 
it,  but  in  an  instant  his  haqpe  was  ingnlphed  and  he  luid 
aU  with  him  were  drowned.  The  Allowing  vessds  seeing 
the  Lyafs  boat  thus  smillowed  swerved  in  their  oonxse. 
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and  shootmg  up  to  the  right  and  leit  kept  boTeoring  unde- 
eided  on  tke  ed^  of  the  tonaenied  wstenL  Suddoily 
Lieataiaiii  CtarfXkt  of  the  Woodhik  pdled  akead,  aad 

striking  the  right  line  with  courage  and  fortune  com- 
bined safelj  passed  the  bar.  The  wind  then  ioiiedi  the 
warn  aa  if  Gonqamd  abated  Bomswbal  of  th«ur  xag9»  and 
the  rhmiOT  mnrrtfn,  nitb  Spanuih  aeamiii  but  hav- 

ing an  engineer  officer  vrith  a  party  of  tappers  in  each  ^^  \v) 
compelled  them  to  follow  the  men-of-war's  boats,  came 
plunging  one  after  another  through  the  huge  breaken  and 
mchod  the  point  designed  Ibr  the  bridgo.  Thne  was 
achieved  this  perilona  and  gloriona  exploit.  Not  without 
more  loss.  Cuptaiu  Elliot  of  the  Martial  with  liis  crew,  and 
the  crews  of  three  transports'  boats,  perished  dose  to  the 
shoie  in  despite  of  the  most  YM^snt  offixrts  made  by  tike 
troopa  to  Bftye  them ;  three  other  vessels  cast  on  the  beach 
lost  part  of  their  crews ;  and  one  larere  clinsse-mar<5e,  foil 
of  men,  after  passing  the  line  of  surf  aaJbdyt  waA  overtaken 
by  a  ewift  bdljing  wave  whieh  broke  on  her  deok  and 
dashed  her  to  pieoee. 

Eight  thousand  men  were  now  on  the  rig]  it  bank,  and 
remained  in  the  sand-hilk  for  the  night,  but  next  morn- 
ing, sweeping  in  a  half-circle  round  the  citadel  and  its 
entrenchmente,  pboed  their  left  on  the  Adonr  above  the 
fortress,  and  their  right  on  tiie  same  river  below;  the 
water  making  such  a  bend  that  their  front  was  little  more 
than  two  miles  wide,  and  for  the  saoat  part  covered  by  a 
manhy  ravine.  This  nice  operation  waa  effected  without 
opporition,  beeaose  llie  Vanhan  eioips,  msnaeed  by  ihe 
troups  on  the  other  side  of  the  Adour,  were  so  extensu  c 
that  Thouvenot's  force  was  scaioely  sufficient  to  maintain 
ihem.  The  biidge  wae  then  eonstraoted  three  miles 
below  Bayonne,  at  a  plaoe  where  the  nver  wae  oontscaoted 
to  eight  hundred  feet  by  strong  retaining  walls,  built  with 
the  view  of  sweeping  away  the  bar  by  increasing  the  force 
eftheconent  Bridge  and  booan  wece  the  joint  oonoeption 
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of  Colonel  Sbinreon  and  Major  Tudd  of  ihe  Staff  corps? ; 
bat  the  execution  was  confided  entirelj  to  the  latter, 
wlio^  with  a  mind  Im  biiUiaiit  than  Stmgeoii'B,  yet  more 
isdafiitigable,  very  ably  and  usefully  served  Ids  oountry 
throughout  tins  war. 

TwentyHUx  chaBse-marees,  moored  head  and  stem  at 
distanecs  ef  forty  feet»  wm  fiist  bound  together  with 
ropes ;  two  ihiek  eables  were  then  oairied  loosely  acms 
their  decks,  and  the  ends,  being  cast  over  the  walls  on  each 
bank,  were  strained  and  fastened  in  various  modes  to  the 
suids.  They  were  sufficiently  slack  to  meet  the  spnn^ 
tidsSy  which  xose  finizteen  fieet^  and  (danks  wm  tied  iqwu 
them  without  any  supporting  beems.  The  boom,  mooi«d 
with  anchors  above  and  In  law,  was  a  double  line  of  masts 
connected  with  chains  and  cables,  so  as  to  form  a  succes- 
sion of  squaxes,  in  the  desigii^  if  a  Tessel  broke  throogfi 
the  outride,  that  it  should  by  the  shock  turn  round  in  the 
square  and  get  i  ntaiigU  J  with  the  lluatin<?  wrecks  of  the 
line  it  had  broken.  Gun-boats,  with  aiding  batteries  on 
the  banks,  were  then  stationed  to  protect  the  boom,  and 
to  keep  off  firs-Tcssels  row**boat8  wm  famished  with 
grappling  irons.  The  whole  was  by  the  united  labour  of 
seamen  and  soldiers  iiuished  on  the  2bth,  and,  contrary  to 
the  general  opinion  on  such  matters,  Major  Todd  assured 
the  Author  of  this  History,  he  found  the  soldieiB,  with 
minds  quickened  by  the  wider  range  of  knowledge  at- 
tendant on  their  service,  more  ready  of  resource,  and  their 
efforts  under  a  regular  discipline  of  more  avail,  with 
less  loss  of  tiBi%  than  the  ixregular  activity  of  the  seamen. 
But  fortune,  ihe  emm  of  the  enemy,  the  matchless  ddU 
and  daring  of  the  British  scamcu,  and  the  discipline  and 
intrepidity  of  the  British  soldiers,  combined  by  the  genius 
of  Wellington,  were  all  necessazy  to  the  success  of  this 
stupendous  undertaking,  whidi  must  always  nink  smongBt 
the  prodigies  of  war. 

When  the  bhdge  was  finished  Hope  contracted  the  line 
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of  investment,  a  difficult  operation,  for  the  position  of  the 
French  outside  the  citadel  was  exceedingly  strong.  The 
flanks  were  protected  by  ravines^  the  sides  of  whiok  were 
coyered  with  fortified  -villas,  the  ^nt  being  on  a  ridge, 
crowned  by  the  village  and  church  of  St.  Etienne,  both 
dominant,  strongly  entrenched^  and  under  the  hre  of  the 
citadel  Three  oonvergmg  ooluninSf  covered  by  skirmisherB, 
were  employed,  and  the  wings  attained  the  edges  of  the 
ravines  at  either  side,  their  Hanks  restinu  on  the  A  dour 
above  and  below,  but  a  very  viguruus  action  happened  in 
the  centre.  The  Geinian  and  a  brigade  of  guards  were 
to  attack  simultaneously^  the  guards  on  the  left,  the  light 
German  troops  on  the  right,  their  heavy  infantry  in  the 
centre  ;  some  accident  retarded  the  wings,  and  St.  Etienne 
being  first  attacked  the  citadel  guns  opened  and  the 
skirmishing  fire  was  heavy;  yet  the  Germans  stormed 
church  and  village,  forced  the  entrenched  Hue  of  houses, 
and  took  a  gun,  which  however  they  could  not  carry  off 
under  the  fire  of  the  citadel.  The  action  then  ceased  for 
a  time,  but  the  people,  of  Bayonne  were  in  such  consterna- 
tion that  Thouvenot  to  re-assure  them  sallied  at  the 
head  of  the  troops,  charged  the  Germans  twice,  and  fought 
well,  yet  was  wounded  and  finally  lost  his  gun  and  the 
position  of  St.  Etienne :  the  British  loss  was  however  not 
less  than  five  hundred  men  and  officers. 


PASSAQE  Oy  IHB  GAVBS  CONXINUBD. 

While  Hope  passed  the  Adour,  Wellington  pushed  his 
operations  on  the  Gaves  with  great  vigour.  Six  divisions 
of  infantry  and  two  brigades  of  cavalry  were  concentrated 
on  the  Gave  d'Oleron,  between  Sauveterre  and  Navanens, 
Beresford  lined  the  Bidouze  to  its  confluence  with  the 
Adour,  and  the  23rd  drove  Foy  from  his  works  on  the 
lower  parte  of  the  Oleron  Gave,  into  the  bridge- W  at 
Pejrehorade.    Soult's  right  and  centre  were  thus  heU  in 
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obeck,  and  the  reft  q£  Us  amy  was  at  Uiibef  and  Saim- 

On  tlM  S4tk  WeiHngtOB  flftored  to  fam  ihe  GaTe 

d'01(  ron.  During  the  previous  days  his  movements  had 
again  deceived  Soult,  who  thought  the  lulit  diviBfliL  wm 
with  Hope,  and  imagnied  the  int  dmMi  naa  with 
Bererford ;  he  did  not  coqieet  hovrafer  ta  hold  the  Gste 
an  I  I' Hiked  to  a  final  concentration  at  Ortht^. 

On  the  24th  also,  ^orilio,  reiufoi€cd  with  a  detacb- 
ment  of  cavalry,  moved  towarda  Navamne,  where 
ground  oonoealed  hia  real  foice  while  hia  eeoutn  haat 

hack  Xhv  French  out])0?ts  ;  then  a  battalion  menaced  tlio 
fords  of  the  Gave  at  Doguen,  uith  a  view  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  gMnnaon  finoia  the  lord  of  Ville 
three  miles  beloWi  where  Wellington  designed  really  to 
pass.    For  that  object  a  f^teat  concentric  movemcBt 
AMIS  now  in  proLTess.    Favoured  by  the  liilly  nature  of 
the  coantiy  wluoh  concealed  all  the  columns,  the  sixth 
diviflioii  moved  towards  the  ford  of  Montfort^  tiuree  miks 
below  that  of  ViUe  Nave,  while  a  battalion  of  tiie  second 
division  menaced  the  ford  of  1  :ni:iute  below  Montfort 
Picton  marched  againit  the  bridi^c-head  of  BauTotem^ 
with  orders  to  make  a  feint  of  forotng  liie  paan^je 
there.  Vivian's  hnBsarB,  ooonng  up  from  Beresferd's  r^ht, 
threatened  other  fords  tipon  Picton  s  left,  and  Beresford, 
keeping  Foy  in  chock  at  Peyrehorade  with  the  scventli 
divieion,  sent  the  fourth  above  ^e  oonflaenoe  of  the  waters 
to  seek  a  fit  place  to  throw  a  bridge.   Thus  the  French 
front  was  menaced  on  a  line  of  twenty-five  miles,  but  the 
great  force  was  al>ove  Sauveterre. 

The  first  operations  were  not  happily  executed.  Some 
of  the  colnmns  missed  the  ftrds,  and  Picton,  opening  a 
cannonade  at  Banveterre,  made  fonr  compamee  of  Keanc  's 
brigade  and  some  cavalry  pass  the  Gave  in  the  \  icinity  uf  the 
bridge  ;  but  they  were  driven  back  with  a  loss  of  ninety  men 
and  offieere,  of  whom  some  were  drowned  and  thirtj  made 
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piisonem:  the  diTeraion  ma  however  oompkie  and  the 
general  operatioiui  mxeadoL   Sonlt  on  the  fifst  alurm 

drew  Ilarispe  from  iSanveterre,  placing  him  on  the  road  to 
Urthcs,  where  a  range  of  hilk  paraiid  to  the  Gave  of 
Oleron  aepantes  it  from  that  of  Pan ;  only  a  divisioQ  of 
infantry  and  Berton'a  oavaJiy  then  lemained  at  Saure- 

terrc.  :ind  Villatte,  alanaed  by  Picton's  dcmuiistrations, 
abandoned  his  works  on  the  left  bank  and  destroyed  the 
bridge.  Meanwhile  the  Axth  diYiaen  passed  without 
opposition  at  Montfort  abore  Sauvetene,  and  the  main 
body,  meetini^  at  the  fbrd  of  Ville  Nave  with  only  a  small 
cavalry  picqiu't,  crossed  with  no  more  lo:;{>  than  two  men 
drowned ;  a  liappy  circumstance,  for  the  watoni  were 
deep  and  rapid,  the  oold  intense,  and  the  foid  so  narrow 
the  passage  was  net  eompleted  before  dark.  To  htm 
forced  it  in  face  of  an  enemy  would  have  been  exceedingly 
difficult,  and  it  is  remarkable  that  Soult,  who  was  ^*ith 
fianspe  only  five  miles  from  Hontfort  and  seven  from 
Tille  Naye,  should  not  have  sent  that  general  down  to 

oppose  either  passage. 

On  the  25th  at  daylight,  Wellington  pushed  the  t  rench 
rear-guard  into  the  soborb  of  Orthes,  w4iieh  masked  the 
brid^  there,  and  the  Portognese  of  the  li^t  division  lost 
twenty-five  men  in  the  skirmish.  The  second  sixth  and 
light  divisions,  Hamilton's  Portui^ese,  five  regiments  of 
cavalry  and  three  batteries,  were  now  masi^e4  in  iront  of 
Qrthes ;  the  third  division  and  a  brigade  of  oavahy  wm 
in  front  of  the  broken  bridge  of  Berenx  five  miles  lower 
down  the  Gave  ;  the  fourtli  and  seventh  divisions,  with 
Vivian  s  cavalry,  were  in  front  of  Peyrehorade,  iiom  whence 
Poy  retired  to  Orthea. 

On  the  morning  of  the  S6th,  Beresford,  finding  Foj  bad 
abandoned  Peyrehoiade,  jxissed  the  Gave,  partly  by  a  pon- 
toon bridge,  partly  by  a  ford  where  the  current  run  so  strong 
a  column  was  like  to  have  been  carried  away  bodily ;  bat 
hehadprenously  detaofaed  the  18th  Hnsnm  to  findanoflier 
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ford  lu^er  up,  which  WM  effected  under  the  guidance  of  a 
nuUer^  and  Uie  haflMuni  gainiiig  the  highHKMid  to  Ortbcs 
drove  some  French  cavalry  thiough  Puyoo.  There  ih«f 
rallied  oii  their  reserve  and  beat  back  the  foremost  of  the 
parsaers  ;  yet  they  would  not  await  the  shock  of  the  m&in 
body,  now  reinforood  by  ViTian's  brigade  and  Gommanded 
by  Beresford  in  peiBon.  In  this  affiur  Major  Sewdl,  aa 
officer  of  the  staff  who  had  frequently  mniii tested  his  per- 
sonal prowess,  being  without  a  sword,  pulled  a  large  stake 
from  a  hedge  and  with  that  weapon  omthxew  two  ixmn 
in  anoceBsion,  only  ceasing  to  fight  when  a  third  eutlitf 
club  in  twain. 

Beresfurd  now  threw  out  a  detachment  on  his  left  to 
intercept  the  enemy's  oommunication  with  Daz,  and  Wei- 
lington  ordered  hoti  Edwaid  Somenet's  cavalry  and  the 
tiiiid  di\  isl(»n  to  cross  the  Gave  by  some  fords  below  tl» 
broken  bridge  uf  Berenx.  Then  directing  Beresiford  to  take 
a  position  for  the  night  on  some  heights  near  the  village  of 
Bttjghts,  he  proceeded  to  throw  a  pontoon  bridge  at  Beieiix; 
and  thus  after  a  circuitous  match  of  more  than  fiftymiltf 
with  his  right  wing,  uu  l  the  passage  of  five  Gaves,  heain^iJi 
united  it  with  his  centre  and  secured  a  direct  oommunia- 
tion  with  Hope* 

The  bridge  of  Orthes,  an  ancient  and  beautifiil  stno- 
ture,  could  not  be  easily  forced.  Composed  of  irregular 
arches,  it  had  a  tower  in  the  centre,  the  gateway  of  which 
WIS  built  up,  and  the  principal  aich  in  front  of  the  toner 
was  mined,  the  houses  on  both  sides  contributing  to  tbe 
defence.  The  river  immediatelv  above  and  below  the 
bridge  deep  and  full  of  needle-rocks ;  but  above  the 
town  the  water  spread  wide  with  flat  banks,  presenting 
the  means  of  crossing.  Wellington's  first  design  was  to  pi* 
there  with  Hill's  troops  and  tiie  light  division,  but  when  he 
heard  litresford  had  crossed  the  Gave  belw,  he  suddenly 
threw  his  bridge  at  Berenx.  This  operation  was  coyered 
by  Beresford,  while  Soult's  att«ntioii  was  diverted  by  t 
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continual  skirmish  at  the  suburbs  of  Orthes,  by  the 
appeaiance  of  Hill's  colomns  aboTO  the  town,  and  by  Wel- 
lington's taking  cognizance  of  the  position  near  the  bridge 

so  openly  as  to  draw  a  rannonade.  lie  thought  when 
Soult  knew  Beresford  and  Picton  were  over  the  Gave  he 
would  not  await  a  battle,  and  the  emissaries  reported  that 
he  was  already  in  letreat ;  a  ciicumstanoe  to  be  borne  in 
mind,  because  next  day  s  operation  required  success  to 
justify  it. 

Hope's  happy  passage  of  the  Adour  now  became  known 
and  he  was  instructed  to  establish  a  line  of  communication 
to  the  port  of  Lannes,  where  a  permanent  bridge  was  to  be 
foniK  (1  with  boats  l^ruiight  up  from  Urt :  a  direct  inter- 
course was  thus  secured;  yet  Wellington  felt  he  was  going 
beyond  his  strength  if  Sachet  should  send  reinforcements 
to  Soult ;  wherefore  he  called  up  Freyre's  Spaniaids,  who 
were  to  cross  the  Adour  below  Bayonne  and  join  him  by 
the  port  of  Lannes.  O'Donnel's  Andalnsians  and  the 
prince  of  Anglona's  troops  were  also  directed  to  be  in 
readiness  to  enter  France.  These  orders  were  giyen  with 
pn^at  reluctance.  The  feeble  resistance  made  by  the  French 
in  the  difficult  country  already  passed,  left  him  without 
much  uneasiness  as  to  the  power  of  Soult's  army  in  the 
field,  but  his  disquietude  was  extreme  about  the  danger  of 
an  insurgent  warfia«. 

**  Maintain  the  strictest  disriplific,  irithout  that  tee  are 
lost,'*  was  his  expression  to  Freyre  ;  and  lie  issued  a  pro- 
clamation authorizing  the  people  of  the  districts  he  had 
OTenmn  to  arm  themselves  for  the  preservation  of  order 
under  the  direction  of  their  mayors.  He  invited  them  to 
arrest  ail  straggling  soldiers  and  followers  oi  the  army,  all 
plunderers  and  evil-doen,  and  convey  them  to  head-quarteig 
with  proof  of  their  crimes,  promising  to  punish  the  culpable 
and  pay  for  all  damages.  At  the  same  time  he  confirmed  all 
the  local  authorities  who  chcse  to  retuin  their  cilices,  on  the 
sole  condition  of  having  no  political  or  military  intercourse 
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with  the  countries  still  possessed  bj  the  French  anny.  Nor 
WBB  bis  prookuBalion  a  datd  letter.  In  the  night  eC  the 
S5th  the  inbabituitB  of  %  Tillage,  near  the  road  leading 

from  Saiivetcrre  to  ( )rtlit.s,  siiot  one  English  soldier  dead 
and  wounded  a  second  who  had  come  with  others  to  planditf. 
Wdlington  eawd  the  wounded  man  to  be  hung  as  an  es- 
ample  ;  and  he  also  foreed  an  Englkh  colend  to  the 
arinv  fur  sufferins:  liis  jioldicrs  to  destroy  tho  muuicipul 
archivcri  uf  a  small  town. 

Soolt  had  no  thought  of  retreating.  Hia  army  was  eon- 
oentratod,  and  OTery  bridge  except  that  at  Orihes»  the 
anoioiit  luiisonrv  of  which  resisted  his  minee,  was  destroyed. 
One  ri'giuient  uf  eavalrv  was  uu  his  right  watchinL^  the  fords 
aa  far  as  Peyrehorade  ;  three  others,  with  two  battalions  of 
infantry,  under  Fieiro  Soult,  watched  those  between  Orthes 
and  Pau.  Two  re^nments  of  caTabry  remained  with  the 
aruiy,  iuid  the  desiirn  was  to  fall  upon  the  first  colonin 
which  should  cross  the  Gave.  But  the  officer  at  Puyoo, 
who  had  suffered  ViTian's  hunara  to  pass  on  the  26th 
without  opposition  made  no  report  of  the  event,  whtdi 
tnuMtnl  Bcrcsford  to  cuinplcte  liis  movement  unmolested 
instead  of  being  assailed  by  two-thirds  of  the  French  army. 
It  was  not  until  three  o'clock  in  the  eremng  that  Sou^t 
knew  of  his  being  over  the  Qave,  although  he  was  then  close 
on  the  flank  of  the  French  army,  his  scouters  beinir  on 
the  Dax  road  in  its  rear  :  and  at  the  same  time  the  sixth 
and  light  divisions  were  seen  de^^cending  from  the  hei^i^ta 
beyond  the  rirer  poiating  towards  Bermz. 

In  this  cruris  tiie  French  maishal  hesitated  whether  to 
fall  upon  BiTCiford  and  J^ieton  while  the  latter  was  still 
passing  the  river,  or  take  a  defaisive  position.  Finallj, 
judging  he  had  not  time  to  form  an  attack,  he  decided  nposk 
the  latter,  and  under  coyer  of  a  skirmish,  hastily  threw  hia 
iLni  iy  on  a  new  line  acri  tss  thii  ruad  from  Peyrehorade.  His 
light  extended  to  the  heights  of  ban  Boes^  along  which  run 
the  road  firom  Orthes  to  Daz^  and  the  line  was  pmlonged 
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ofiL  tha  left  to  Gaatetarbe,  a  village  close  to  the  Gave. 
HaTing  thus  opposed  a  temporary  front  to  Beresford,  he 
made  du^xtsiiioiis  to  reoeiYe  battle  next  monung,  bringing 

Villatte's  infantry  and  Pierre  Soult's  cavalry  from  the  other 
side  of  Orthes  through  that  town :  it  was  this  movement 
that  led  Wellington's  emissaries  to  say  he  was  retiring. 

Souk's  position  was  on  a  ridge  mS  hills,  partly  wooded, 
partly  naked. 

In  the  centre  was  an  open  ronndcd  hill,  from  wlieiice 
long  narrow  tongues  shot  out  towards  the  high-road  of 
Peyrehorade  on  the  left,  and  on  the  right  by  St  fioes 
towards  the  ehnrch  of  Baights ;  the  whole  presenting  a  con- 
cave front  covered  with  a  marshy  ravine,  which  was  crossed 
by  two  shorter  necks  coming  from  the  round  lull  in  the 
centre. 

The  road  from  Orthes  tO'  Daz  passed  behind  the  line  to 

the  viHacj:e  of  St.  Boes  ,  and  behind  the  centre  a  succession 
of  undulating  bare  heathy  hills  trended  for  several  miles  to 
the  rear. 

Behind  the  right  the  country  was  low  and  deep ;  but 
Orthes,  receding  from  the  river  up  the  slope  of  a  steep  hill, 
was  ucliiiid  the  left  wing. 

Eeillc,  haying  Taupin's,  Eognet's,  and  Faris's  divisions 
under  him,  commanded  on  the  rights  holding  the  ground 
from  St  Boes  to  the  centre. 

D'Erlon,  comniauding  Foy's  and  D'Armagnac's  divi- 
sions^ wati  on  Eeille  s  left,  extending  along  a  lidge  towards 
the  road  of  Peyxehorade  —  the  second  being  in  resenre. 
ViUaite's  division  and  the  cavahry  were  posted  above  the 
village  of  Hontan  on  the  open  heathy  hills,  from  whence 
they  overlooked  the'  low  country  beyond  St  Boes,  and 
jfumishdl  a  reserve  to  both  D'£rlon  and  Eeille. 

Uarispe,  whose  troops  as  well  as  Villaite's  were  under 
Clauzera  orders,  occupied  0]^hes  and  the  bridge,  having  a 
regiuit'ut  near  the  ford  of  Sonars  ahove  the  town.  Thus 
the  French  anny  extended  £rom  St  Boes  to  Orthes  but 
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the  grwt  mam  was  disposed  tawirdb  the  centre.  TwelTe 

pins  were  iittLiclied  to  H.-irispe,  twelve  were  upon  the  round 
luil  in  the  centre,  sweeping  the  ground  beyond  St  Boes, 
Mkd  mzteen  were  in  reserve  on  the  Dax  road. 

At  day-break  on  the  27ih,  the  sixth  and  lig^t  divinoiiB, 
having  passed  the  Gave  near  Berenx  by  a  pontoon  Imd^ 
thrown  in  the  nis^lit,  uuuiid  up  a  narrow  way  between  high 
rocks  to  the  great  road  of  Peyiehorade ;  and  the  third 
divisioa,  with  Lord  Edward  Bommet's  ca^Bby,  were  already 
established  there,  having  sldrmishers  poshed  forwaids  to 
the  edge  of  tlie  wooded  height  occupied  by  1)  EiImii's  lefl. 
Ikresford,  having  the  fourth  and  seventh  divisions  and 
Vivian's  oavaky,  then  gpdned  the  zidge  (£  St  Boes  and 
approaohed  the  Dax  road  beyond.  Hill,  with  his  own 
British  and  Le  Cor's  Portuguese  divii>ion,  menaced  tlie 
bridge  ot  UrtUcs  and  the  ford  of  Sonars  from  the  left  bank. 
Between  Beresford  and  Picton,  a  mile  and  a  half,  there 
were  no  troops;  but  half-way,  in  ftont  of  the  Fmidh 
centre,  was  a  Roman  camp  crowning  an  isolated  peering 
hill  nearly  ai?  Infty  as  the  centre  of  Soult's  position. 

On  this  camp,  now  covered  with  vineyards,  but  then 
open  and  grusy,  with  a  few  trees,  Wellington  stopped  fat 
■an  hour  to  examine  the  enemy's  order  of  battle ;  his  two 
divisions  were  then  coming  up  from  tlie  river,  yet  so 
hemmed  in  by  rocks  that  only  a  few  men  could  march 
abreast,  and  their  point  of  nnion  with  the  third  divisioa 
was  littie  more  than  cannon-shot  firom  the  French  left. 
It  was  a  critical  moment,  and  Picton  did  not  conceal  Ins 
disquietude ;  but  Wellington,  impcrtiirbable,  continued  his 
observations  without  seeming  to  notice  his  dangerous  po- 
sition. When  the  troops  reached  the  main  road  he  rein* 
foroed  Picton  with  the  sixth,  and  drew  the  light  division 
by  cross  road.s  l.eliiud  the  Roman  camp,  thus  connecting 
his  wings  and  forming  a  centi^  reserve  ;  because  from  that 
point  byeways  led,  on  the  left  to  the  church  of  Ba%htB 
and  the  Sax  road ;  on  the  tight  to  the  Peyrehoiade  road ; 
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and  two  others  by  the  low  necks  aeroBS  the  nuursh  to  the 
French  position. 

This  marsh,  the  open  hill  where  Soult's  giins  and  re- 
seryes  were  gathered,  and  the  narrow  tougues  on  either 
Bide^  combined  to  forbid  a  front  attack,  and  the  flanks 
were  scarcely  more  promiffing.  The  ridge  oocnpied  by  the 
French  left  sunk  indeed  to  a  gentle  nndnlation  in  crossing 
the  Peyrehorade  road  ;  yet  to  push  there  between  D'Erlon 
and  Orthes  would  have  been  useless,  because  that  town 
was  strongly  occupied  by  Harispe,  and  ooTered  by  an 
asunent  wall.  To  torn  the  St  Boes  flank  the  troops  must 
have  descended  into  tlie  low  marshy  countr}'  beyond  the 
Dax  road,  where  the  heathy  hills  trending  backwards  from 
the  centre  of  the  French  position  would  haTe  enabled 
Soult  to  oppose  a  new  front,  at  right  angles  to  his  actual 
position ;  the  whole  of  the  allied  array  must  then  have 
made  a  circuitous  flank  movement  within  gun-shot,  through 
a  difficult  country,  or  Beresford's  left  must  haYC  been  dan- 
geroosly  extended  and  the  whole  line  weakened.  Nor 
could  the  movement  be  hidden,  because  the  hills,  although 
only  111!  Hlcnitely  high,  were  abrupt  on  that  side,  affording  a 
full  yiew  of  the  low  country,  and  ^Soult  s  cavalzj  detach- 
ments were  in  observation  on  eyery  brow. 

It  only  remained  to  assail  the  French  flanks  along  the 
narrow  ridges,  makin^j  the  principal  cfifort  at  St.  Boes,  and 
so  overlap  the  Frcncii  right  to  seize  the  road  to  St.  Sever, 
while  Hill  passed  the  Gave  at  Souais  and  cut  oS  the  road 
to  Pan,  ihns  enclosing  the  beaten  army  in  Orthes.  This 
was  no  slight  affair.  On  Picton's  side  it  was  easy  to 
obtain  a  footing  on  the  flank  ridge  near  the  liigh  road,  but 
beyond  that  the  ground  rose  rapidly,  and  the  French  were 
gathered  thickly  with  a  narrow  front  and  plenty  oi  guns. 
On  Beresford's  side  they  could  only  be  assaUed  along  the 
summit  of  the  St.  Boes  ridge,  advMicing  from  the  high 
church  of  Baights  and  the  Dax  road  ;  but  the  village  of 
St  Boes  was  strongly  occupied,  the  ground  immediately 
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beliiiul  it  stKiuglcd  to  a  narrow  pass  ;  and  sixteen  gtins 
on  the  DftX  road,  placed  behind  the  ceutre  of  Soult  s  Ime 
tad  wdl  covered  bom  coontar-fire,  were  ready  to  cnuk  anj 
oolomB  eiiier*^iug  &om  the  gorge  of  St  Boei» 

From  dijbroftk  theie  bid  been  a  slight  skirmish,  with 
ocoiBioiial  cannon  shots  on  the  allies'  ri^t^  and  the  French 

cavalry  at  times  puBhed  parties  forward  on  each  flank,  but 
at  nine  o  cluik  \\  rlliugton  commenced  the  re^il  attack. 
The  third  and  sixth  divisions  w  ai  without  ditiicuity  the 
lower  part  of  the  ridges  occupied  by  Foy,  and  endeavoniedl 
to  extend  thmr  left  towards  the  French  centre  with  a  sharp 
fire  ut  musketry ;  yet  tht-  main  battle  was  on  the  other 
flank.    Th«ce  Cole,  keeping  Anson's  brigade  ot"  the  fourth 
division  in  reserve,  hsd  assailed  St  Boes  with  JBUmu's 
Britidi  brigade  and  Vaaooncellos'  Partuguese,  his  object 
bc'iiiir  to  get  on  to  the  open  ground  bevond.    Fierce  and 
slaughtering  was  the  btni.rgle ;  five  times  breaking  through, 
the  scattered  houses  did  Boss  carry  Us  battle  into  the 
wider  space  beyond ;  bat  ever  as  his  troops  emerged  the 
French  guns  from  the  centre  hill  smote  them  in  front,  and 
the  resiTVrd  battery  on  the  Dax  road  swe}»t  throuich  ilx^m 
with  grape  fzooi  tiauk  to  tiank ;  while  Taupin  s  sii})[)orting 
masses^  rushing  forward  with  a  wasting  &e  and  lapping 
the  fluikB  with  skirmishers,  which  poured  along  the  ra- 
vines oil  cither  hand,  forced  the  shattered  eohimn.s  V)ack 
into  the  village.   It  wafi  in  vain  that  with  desperate  valooc 
the  allies  broke  time  after  time  through  the  narrow  wij 
and  strived  to  spread  a  front  beyond ;  Boss  Ml  dan- 
gerously wounded,  and  Taupiu's  troops,  thickly  clustered 
and  weii  supported,  defied  every  efibrt.    lior  was  jSoult  leas 
ha^  on  the  other  side.   From  the  narrowness  of  the 
ground  the  third  and  sixth  divisions  covld  only  engage  % 
few  men  at  once,  no  progret>3  was  liiade^  and  one  :3iiiali 
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detachment^  which  Pioton  extended  to  his  left,  making 

an  attempt  to  gain  the  smaller  tongue  jutting  out  from 
the  central  hill,  was  vtry  suddenly  charged  as  it  neared 
the  summit,  by  Fay,  and  driven  down  again  in  confbsiony 
loeing  seTeral  piiaonCT. 

When  the  eomhat  had  continued  with  unabated  fiiry  on 
the  side  of  St.  Bois  for  three  hours,  Wellington  sent  a 
ca9adore  regiment  of  the  light  division  ftom  the  Koman 
camp  to  piotect  the  li^t  flank  of  Boss's  brigade  against 
the  French  skimuudien ;  hut  this  was  of  no  a^ail,  for  the 
Portuguese  already  tlicre  under  Vasconcellos,  unuLle  to  . 
sustain  the  violence  of  tiie  enemj,  had  given  way  in  dis- 
order^  and  the  French  pouring  on^  the  British  troops 
retreated  through  St.  Bees  with  difficulty.  This  hap-  < 
pened  at  the  moment  when  the  detachment  on  Picton's 
left  was  repulsed,  victory  seemed  to  declare  for  the  French, 
and  Soolty  conspiouons  on  his  central  hill,  the  knot  of  all 
his  CGmbinations>  seeing  his  enemies  thus  broken  and 
thrown  backwards  on  each  side,  put  fdl  his  reserves  in 
movement  to  complete  the  success.  It  is  saul  that  in  the 
exultation  of  the  moment  he  smote  his  thigh  exclaiming^ 
^^At  ia$t  I  koPB  kim"  And  it  was  no  Tain-glorions 
speedi,  the  crisis  seemed  to  justify  the  eznltation.  There 
was  however  a  small  bluek  cloud  rising  just  beneath,  un- 
heeded by  the  French  commander  amidst  the  thundering  din 
and  tmnnlt  that  now  shook  the  field  of  battle,  bat  which 
soon  hurst  with  irresistible  Tiolence. 

Wellinirton,  seeing  8t.  Boes  was  inexpugnable,  had  sud- 
denly changed  his  plan  of  battle.  Supporting  Koss  with 
Anson's  brigade,  which  had  not  hitherto  been  engaged,  he 
backed  both  with  the  seyenth  diirision  and  Viyian's  ca- 
valry, thus  establishing  a  very  heavy  body  towards  the 
Dax  road.  Then  he  ordered  the  third  and  sixth  divisions 
to  be  thrown  in  mass  upon  the  French  left,  and  at  the 
same  time  sent  the  5^d  r^ment  down  from  the  Boman 
camp,  with  instructions  to  cross  the  marsh  in  fimt,  mmmt 
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the  French  pontion,  and  aanil  the  fljoik  uid  rear  of  tlie 
troops  engaged  with  the  fourth  diTiaon  »t  8t  Boes. 

Colonel  Colbome,  so  often  di^tinguislicd,  immediately 
this  r^imcDt  across  the  marsh  under  a  skirmishing  fire, 
the  men  sinking  at  eveiy  step  above  the  knees,  in  bcmm 
places  to  the  middle ;  jet  stiU  prcsring  forwards  wi A  that 

gtorn  resolution  and  order  to  ]ye  expect^  from  the  veterans 
of  the  light  division,  soldiers  who  had  never  yet  met  their 
match  in  the  field,  they  soon  obtained  footing  on  firm 
land,  and  ascended  the  heights  in  line  at  the  moment  when 
Tanpin,  on  the  French  right,  was  pushing  vigorously  thronirh 
Bt.  JJoes ;  and  when  Tuy  and  D'Armaeniac,  hitherto  more 
than  maiiterg  of  their  positions,  were  being  assailed  on  the 
left  by  the  third  and  sixth  divisions. 

With  a  mighty  shont  and  a  rolling  fire  the  5Snd  soldien 
dashed  forwards  between  Foy  and  Taupin,  beating  down  a 
Freiieli  battalion  in  their  course  and  throwing  everything 
before  them  into  disorder.  General  Bechand  was  killed, 
Foy  was  dangerously  wonnded,  and  his  troops,  discouraged 
by  his  fall  and  by  ihw  sudden  storm  from  a  quarter  where 
no  enemy  was  expected,  for  the  march  of  the  52nd  had 
been  hardly  perceived  save  by  the  skimii  liers,  got  into 
confosion,  and  the  disorder  spreading  to  Beille's  wing  he 
also  was  forced  to  ftll  back  and  take  a  new  position.  The 
narrow  pa^s  })chind  St.  l^oes  was  thus  opened,  and  \\'el- 
lington,  seizing  the  critical  moment,  thrmst  the  fourth  and 
seventh  divisionSi  Vivian's  cavalry,  and  two  batteriea  of 
artillery  through,  and  spread  a  front  beyond.  Victory 
was  thus  secured.  For  the  tlilrd  and  sixth  divisions  on 
the  other  flank  had  won  B'Annagnac  s  position  and 
established  a  battery  of  guns  on  a  knoU,  from  whence 
the  bullets  ploughed  through  the  French  masses  from  one 
flank  to  anotlier ;  and  though  a  squadron  of  French 
chasseurs,  c<>nnng  Huddenly  at  a  hard  gallop  down  the 
main  road  of  Orthcs,  charged  these  guns,  and  rode  ovet 
some  of  the  sixth  division  which  had  advanced  too  ftr. 
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their  brave  career  waiJ  madly  pushed  and  they  gut  en- 
tangled in  a  hollow  way  where  nearly  all  were  destroyed. 
The  ihiid  and  aerenth  diyisions  then  adTaneed  and  the 
wings  of  the  army  were  united. 

So  lilt  now  concentrated  his  forces  on  tlie  heiitby  kills 
heyond  the  Dax  road,  and  with  Taupin  s,  lioguet's,  JParis', 
and  D'Armagnac's  divisions  made  strong  hattie  to  ooyer 
the  rallying  of  Foy's  disordered  men.  But  his  foes  were 
not  all  in  front  HiU,  having  twelve  thousand  oomhatants, 
received  orders,  when  Wellington  changed  his  plan  of 
attack,  to  force  the  passage  of  the  Gave,  partly  to  prevent 
Harispe  from  flailing  upon  the  flank  of  the  sixth  cUTision^ 
pardy  in  hope  of  a  saocesafbl  issne :  and  so  it  happened. 
Unable  to  force  the  bridc^e,  he  forded  the  river  above  at 
Sooais,  drove  back  the  troops  there,  seized  the  heights 
aboYe,  cat  off  the  French  from  the  road  to  Pan  and 
tamed  the  town  of  Orthes.  He  thus  menaced  Soolt's  only 
line  of  retitat  by  Salespice,  on  the  road  to  St.  Sever,  at 
the  moment  the  junction  of  the  aiUesi  wings  was  effected 
on  the  French  position.  Claozel,  so  pressed,  made  Harispe 
abandon  Orthes  and  dose  towards  Villatte  on  the  heights 
aboTO  Ronton,  leaving  howeyer  some  conscript  battalions 
on  a  rising  point  near  the  road  of  St.  Sever  called  the 
M otte  ds  Twrmne^  while  in  person  he  endeavoured  to  check 
Hiil  with  two  caTslry  regiments  and  a  brigade  of  infrmtry ; 
bat  Soolt,  seeing  tluit  Hill's  passage  at  Sooais  tendeied 
the  ^vliole  position  untenable,  gave  orders  for  a  general 
retreat 

This  was  a  perilous  matter.  The  heathy  hills  upon 
which  he  was  now  fighting,  furnished  for  a  diort  distance 

a  succession  of  puralUl  positions  favourable  for  defence, 
but  then  resolved  themselves  into  a  low  ridge  running  to 
the  rear  on  a  line  parallel  with  the  road  to  St.  Sever ;  and 
on  the  opposite  nde  of  that  road,  at  cannon-shot  distance, 
was  a  corresponding  ridge  along  which  Hill,  judging  by 
the  firing  how  matters  went,  was  now  rapidly  advancing. 
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Five  miles  off  was  the  Luif  de  Beam,  and  four  miles 
fnrther  on  the  Lvff  de  Franct^  two  riveis  iUM?j>  and  «itk 
diffionk  Unki.  B«y<nd  tkem  the  L1lfti^  the  (him,  iod 
the  Adonr  crossed  the  line ;  and  though,  <noe  J^ejoid  tihe 
wooden  l^riJge  of  Sault  ?v;t\uille8  on  the  Luif  tlnBtani, 
theae  streams  would  necessahly  cover  the  xetreat,  it  seeioed 
impowible  to  cany  off  hy  one  load  and  one  bndge  ade- 
fti^ed  annj  etill  cloady  eniraged  in  front.  Beolt  did  m 
howtn'tr.  For  Paris  su:>taihLd  the  fiirht  on  his  riiiht  until 
Foy  and  Taupiu'si  truops  xiiUied,  and  wjieu  the  impetuuus 
aaiaiilt  of  the  5:2nd,  and  a  nuih  q£  the  Iburili  and  mntaA 
divisions  drove  Pans  hack,  D'Amignao  intetpasri  to 
cover  lum  until  the  union  of  the  allies'  wings  was  eott- 
pleted ;  then  both  retired,  covtjred  hy  Viliatte.  In  ^ 
manner  the  French  yielded  step  by  step  and  without  con* 
tmon^  and  the  allifls  advmoed  with  an  ineeMnntdcafaahig 
mnsketry  and  oaanennde,  yet  losinpr  many  men,  ^pcci^j 
on  the  right  where  the  third  divioiuh  were  very  strondj 
opposed.  As  the  danger  of  being  cut  oSl  at  balespice  bj 
Hill  beoame  imminent^  the  retrogiade  movonenti  mn 
mm  hturied  and  eonfnsed,  and  Hill  samng  this  qaiikBaei 
his  pace  ;  at  last  both  side.s  bosran  to  nin  -violently,  and 
so  many  men  broke  from  the  French  lanks,  making  across 
the  ields  towazds  the  fords,  and  there  was  sneh  a  rvih  bjf 
the  net  to  gain  the  bridge  of  Sank  de  NavMlks,  that  the 
whole  country  wa^  covered  with  seattercd  bands,  amongst 
which  General  Cotton  poured  Loxd  Edwai-d  iSamersets 
hussars,  first  breaking  through  a  covering  body  opposed  to 
bim  by  Harispe.  In  this  ehaige  two  or  tfame  knndidi 
men  vrere  sabred,  and  two  thousand  threw  down  their  anal 
in  an  inclosed  field  ;  vet  from  some  mismauatrement  the 
greatest  part,  recovering  their  weapons,  murftdi,  and  the 
pmnit  eeased  at  the  Lny  of  JBeam. 

Apparently  the  Froicfa  army  was  mow  entirely  dii^Mfssi 
but  it  \v;k-  not  so.  Suult  passed  the  Luy  of  Beam  and 
deiitroycd  the  bridge  with  the  loss  of  only  six  guns  and  io0 
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than  four  thoasand  men  killed  wounded  and  priBonecB. 
Many  thonsands  of  oonscripts  howeror  threw  away  tiieir 

arms,  and  one  month  afterwards  the  stragglers  still 
amuuMted  to  three  thousand..  Nor  would  the  passage  of 
the  Luy  haye  been  effected  so  happily  if  Wellington  had 
not  be^  rtrobk  by  a  mu^et-ball  jost  above  the  tfaii^y 
wUch  caused  biin  to  lide  with  diffioidty.  The  loss  of  the 
allies  was  two  thousand  three  hundred,  of  which  fifty,  with 
tlirce  othccrs  were  taken ;  among  the  wounded  were  Wel- 
lington.  General  Walker,  Qenend  BosSy  and  tiie  Duke  of 
Biohmond,  then  Lord  Maicoh ;  he  had  served  on  the  head* 
quarter  staff  during  the  whole  vnxr  without  a  hurt,  but 
beino;  made  a  captain  in  the  52nd,  like  a  good  jsoldier 
joined  his  regiment  the  night  before  the  battle,  and  was 
Aot  throogh  the  chest  a  few  hoois  afterwurds;  Urn 
learning  by  experience,  the  difference  between  the  Ukmob 
and  dangers  of  stall  and  regimental  officers,  wUcb  are 
generally  in  the  inverse  ratio  to  their  promotions. 

Genecal  Berton,  who  had  been  between  Fan  and  Orthes 
during  the  baide,  was  cut  off  by  Hill's  movement,  but 
skirting  that  treneral's  iiuirch  he  retreated  by  Mant  and 
Samadet  with  his  cavalry,  picking  up  two  battalions  of 
conscripts  on  the  road.  Meanwhile  Sonlt,  having  no 
position  to  rally  upon,  oontinued  his  retreat  in  the  ni^t 

to  St.  Sever,  breaking  down  all  tht  bridges  behind  him. 
WeUiugton  pursued  at  daylight  in  three  columns,  one  in 
the  centre  by  the  main  road,  the  others  on  die  right  and 
left.  At  St  Sever  he  hoped  to  find  the  French  still  in 
confusion  but  they  had  crossed  the  river,  the  bridge  was 
broken,  and  the  allied  army  halted.  The  result  of  the 
battle  was  however  soon  made  known  far  and  wide,  and 
Danican,  who  with  a  few  hundred  soldieis  was  endea- 
"vonring  to  form  an  insmgent  levy  at  Daz,  immediately 
destroyed  part  of  the  stores,  removed  the  rest  to  Mont 
Marsan,  and  retreated  through  the  Landes  to  Langon  on 
the  Garonne. 
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From  St  Sever,  whicb  offered  no  position,  Soolt  tamed 
ehort  to  his  own  rit^ht,  nio?ing  upon  Baiodona  up  tiie 

Adour.  lie  left  D'Erlon  liowe\  it  \vith  two  divisions  of 
infantry  jiome  cavalry  and  four  guns  at  Cacercs  on  the 
right  bank,  sent  Clauzcl  into  Aire  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  xiyer,  abandoned  his  magarinee  at  Mont  Af  aisan,  and 
opened  the  direct  road  to  Bordeanx ;  bat  witii  his  right  he 
commanded  another  road  by  Eocquefort  to  that  city,  while 
his  left  protected  at  iVire  the  mac^zines  and  artillery  pare 
at,  that  place,  and  covered  the  road  to  Fau.  This  moye- 
ment  made  it  difficult  to  jadge  what  line  he  meant  to  adopt. 

Wellington  passed  the  Adoar  at  St  Sever,  and  sent  the 
light  division  and  some  cavalry  to  seize  the  magazines  at 
Mont  Marsan  ;  at  the  same  time  he  pushed  a  column 
towards  Caceres,  where  a  cannonaAie  and  charge  uf  cavalij 
had  place,  and  a  few  persons  were  hurt  on  both  sides. 
Next  day,  when  Hill  had  reached  the  Adoor  between 
St  Sever  and  Aire,  D'Erlon  was  driven  back  skirmishing 
to  Barcelona  on  the  other  bank.  It  wa^  then  evident 
that  Soult  had  abandoned  Boidcaox  ;  yet  the  pursuit 
could  not  be  poshed  vigorooslj,  becaose  eveij  bridge  was 
broken,  and  a  violent  stwtm  on  the  evening  of  the  Ist, 
filling  the  smaller  rivers  and  torrents,  had  carried  awnj 
the  pontoon  bridges  and  cut  oil  all  the  supplies  :  tlie 
hulk  of  the  army  therefore  halted  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Adour  until  the  bridges  could  he  repaired 

Hill,  who  was  on  the  left  bank,  had  meanwhile  marched 
to  seize  the  magazines  at  Aire.  Hovin^^  in  two  colamns 
he  reached  that  place  on  the  2nd  at  three  o'clock,  and 
having  two  divisions  of  infantry  a  brigade  of  cavalry 
and  a  battery  of  hoTie-artiiiexy  expected  no  sehous  oppo- 
sition, Glaozel  was  however  there  in  order  of  battle 
with  Villatte's  and  Haiispe's  divisions  and  some  gons. 
Occupying  a  steep  ridge,  which  was  high  and  wooded  on  the 
right  where  it  uvcrlouked  the  river  but  merging  on  the 
left  into  a  wide  table-land,  over  which  the  great  road  led  to 
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Pau,  his  position  was  strung,  jet  insecure.  It  could  be 
readily  outflanked  on  the  left  by  the  table-land,  and  was 
uneaay  for  retreat  on  tiie  zight^  because  the  ridge  was  nar- 
row and  the  raTuie  behind  very  rugged,  with  a  mill-stream 
at  the  bottom  ;  mor(  over  a  branch  of  the  Adour  tiowing 
behind  Aire  cut  it  oft  from  Barcelona,  and  behind  the  left 
wing  was  the  greater  Lees^  a  river  with  steep  banks  and 
only  one  bridge. 

OOXBAT  OF  AIHB. 

Hill  attacked  without  hesitation.  General  Stewart  with 
two  British  brigades  fell  on  the  French  right,  a  Portuguese 

brigade  assailed  their  centre,  and  the  other  brigades  fol- 
lowed in  columns  of  march ;  but  the  action  was  sudden, 
the  Portuguese  were  pushed  forward  in  a  slovenly  manner 
by  General  Pa  Costa,  a  man  of  no  ability,  and  the  French 
under  Harispe  met  them  on  the  flat  summit  with  so  rough 
a  charge  that  they  gave  ^^ay  in  flight  while  the  rear  of  the 
allies'  column  was  still  in  march.  The  fight  was  thus  like 
to  be  lost,  when  Stewart,  having  easily  won  the  heights 
on  the  French  right,  where  Villatte,  fearing  to  be  enclosed 
made  but  a  feeble  resistance,  immediately  detached  Bai*nes 
with  the  50th  and  D2nd  Kegiments  to  the  aid  of  the  Portu- 
guese, and  the  vehement  chaige  of  these  troops  turned  the 
stream  of  batde ;  the  French  were  broken  in  torn  and 
thrown  back  on  their  reserves  ;  yet  they  rallied  and  renewed 
the  action  with  great  courage,  fighting  obstinately  until 
Byng's  British  brigade  came  up :  then  Harispe  was  driven 
iowurds  the  river  Lees,  and  Villatte  quite  through  thetown 
of  Aire  into  the  space  between  the  two  teanehes  of  the 

Adour  behind. 

Beille,  who  was  at  Barcelona  when  the  action  began,  now 
brought  up  a  division  to  support  Villatte,  and  the  combat  was 
continued  until  night  at  that  point,  while  Harispe  passed 

the  hnaa  and  broke  ihe  bridge.    The  Trench  lo^t  many 
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men.  Two  generally  Dauture  and  Gasqutt,  were  wound^, 
%  cdmA  of  rnhgokwrs  was  kilM,  a  kutdifd  poionera  nm 
Ukmif  mtMf  ol  Harii^t'i  oDBKripta  thivir  wmwfihmxmm 
and  fled  to  their  homes,  and  the  magazmes  into 
conqueror'a  hands.  The  British  lost  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  Qmml  hmm  wm  wounded,  Cgbnel  Hood  killed 
TIm  Piitin^uiit  loii  WM  ngyir  oftgiaUyttited,  it  ctaldiMl 
bave  been  len  than  the  Britiflh,  and  ih«  oftb 
a<?tion  showed  that  the  enemy courage  was  not  abated  bj 
the  battle  of  On  lies,  lib  retreat  was  now  made  i^ 
Adow  bj  both  banks;  but  he  was  not  followed,  becane 
new  oomUnationfl  ime  opening  on  both  sidei. 
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Vb&7  perilous  was  Soult's  state  alter  the  battle  of 
Oribm.  LoMtinM^OMy  desertioiiiif  eonmpts, 
diflpenioii  of  the  eU  eoUien  had  reduced  hie  amy ;  aU  his 
magazines  were  tiikun  ;  his  officers  were  discontented  ; 
he  was  ill  seconded  by  the  civil  authorities,  and  a  strong 
Bourbon  party  wai  aetiTely  azclting  the  people  to 
tion*  He  was  howvw  ft  man  Ibnned  by  nature  to  straggle 
with  ditiicuities,  and  always  appeared  greatest  in  desperate 
circumstanoes.  Retreating  towards  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenees 
he  took  a  position  eovering  Tazbes  and  eommanding  tiie 
gieat  road  from  Pan  to  Tonlonse ;  thete  he  reorganized  his 
army,  called  in  all  the  detachments  made  before  the  battle, 
put  the  national  goards  and  gensd'armes  of  the  P 
in  aetiTity,  and  directed  the  commanders  of  districts  behind 
him  to  collect  all  the  old  soMieis  Ihejr  conld  and  send  them 
to  the  army.  Then,  to  ooonteraet  the  machinations  of  the 
Bourbonists,  he  issued  a  proclamation  remarkable  for  its 
power,  and  evincing  the  sternest  resolution,  wliich  was  not 
belied  by  his  acts,  thoogh  his  diffienlties  hourly  increased* 

Bnt  Wdlinft(m  also  was  embarrassed.  The  weather 
had  stopped  his  jHirsnit  when  vigorous  action  would  have 
been  decisive  ;  Soolt  had  rallied  on  a  new  line  of  retreat 
witii  stroi^  def ensnre  positicns ;  Ae  allied  amy,  weakened 
hj  every  step  in  adtpanoe,  wodd,  if  it  followed  the  Fradi 
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hftTe  to  move  between  the  Guruime  and  the  ryrenees, 
erpooDg  bolh  its  flanka  and  its  rear  to  all  the  power  wLicii 
the  Pi«chg<wniuiientoo«W  owning  It  waath«cefi»e  ne- 
cessary to  find  a  counterpoise  by  inmasing  hia  own  fooe  wai 
sii«igthening  the  Bourbonists.  He  had  long  been  promiaed 
twenty  thooaand  additional  men  from  England  and  Por- 
togal,  but  dia  goTenunenta  of  both  cotmtries  failed  in  their 
encragcments.  He  had  hoaid  and  beli«f«d  that  SndiH  bad 
detiMshed  tf^ii  thousand  iiitii  to  join  Soult,  and  he  bad,  as 
before  shown,  called  up  Freyre  s  Ciailicians  through  the 
Landea,  becaoae  Ibm  waa  less  temptation  for  plunder  thm 
and  be  bad  proTided  them  entiidy  from  the  fin^iah  magar 
lines  and  luilitary  chest ;  yet  thoT  entrance  into  Franoe 
was  instantly  marked  by  outrages  which  began  to  dispoie 
the  people  to  listen  to  Soult's  proclamation,  and  an  insnr- 
leotion  waa  to  be  feaced.   Inaetive  howefer  be  oonld  net 
remain,  and  while  awaiting  the  jiincti<mof  the  Spaninida  be 
detached  Beresford  with  twelve  thousand  men  against 
Bofdeaox,  remaining  with  only  twenty-six  thousand  in 
poaition  to  obatfre  Soolt,  who  oonld  ftom  Tarbes  move  hj 
Roquefort  and  gain  Bordeanz  befoie  Beraafoid.  Thai 
general  entered  the  city  on  the  1 2th,  and  the  mayor,  Lyw^ 
eager  to  betray  his  sovereign,  very  quickly  tore  his  own  scarf 
of  honour  off  to  meet  the  invaders  wiUi  a  welcome.  The 
dnke  of  Angonltme  aeon  airiTed,  the  JBoorboniala  took  the 
a^jcendant,  and  Beresford  returned  to  the  army  witii  the 
fourth  division  and  Vivian's  cavalry,  leaving  Lord  Dalhousi*^ 
behind  with  the  aerenth  diviaion  and  three  squadrons. 

Then  tiie  Napoleoniata,  recovering  fiom  their  first  stapor, 
bestirred  themselves.  A  partisan  offiottr  cat  off  fifij  bma 
g^t  by  Lord  Dalhonsie  over  the  Garonne ;  the  peasant  of 
the  Landes  foimed  bands  and  burned  the  houses  of  gentle- 
men who  had  aaromed  the  white  coloiirB ;  forces  <^  Yvdcm 
descriptions  were  being  aaBembled  beyond  the  Garonike,  and 
General  Decaen  was  sent  by  the  emperor  to  organize  and  oom- 
mand  them.  General  Beurman  also,  who  had  been  detacked 
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by  Suchet  vith  six  thousand  men  to  aid  hym,  was  now 
directed  to  descend  the  Garonne  towards  Bindeanz,  where 

a  counter-insunxction  was  being  prepared.  But  then  the 
English  fleet  under  Admiral  Penrose  entered  the  Garonne, 
sweeping  it  of  French  yessek  of  war  and  ruining  the  bat- 
teries on  the  banks ;  whereapon  Lord  Dalhoosie  erossed 
the  rirer,  and  meetini;;  with.  General  L'Huillier  at  Etauliers 
took  three  hundred  pnsoncrs,  the  French  flyinf;;  at  the  first 
onset  Better  troops  were  however  gathering  in  that 
qnarter,  and  the  British  force  wonU  have  been  e?entnallj 
in  danger,  if  Napoleon,  the  man  of  mightiest  capaeity  for 
good  known  to  history  since  the  davb  of  AlexandtT  the 
Great|  had  not  been  then  overthrown  to  make  room  for 
despots^  who  with  minds  enlarged  only  to  omelty,  avarice^ 
dissolnteness  and  treacheiy,  ware  secretly  intent  to  defrand 
their  people  of  the  just  government  they  demanded  the 
compensation  for  serving  ungmteful  masters. 

While  Beresford  was  detached,  Soult  and  Wellington 
remained  in  obeervation,  each  thinking  the  other  stronger 
than  himself;  for  the  English  general,  hearing  of  Beurman's 
march,  believed  his  troops  had  joined  Soult,  and  the  latter, 
not  knowing  of  Beresford  s  march  until  the  Idth,  concladed 
Wellington  had  his  twelve  thousand  men«  The  nnmbera 
on  each  side  were  bowerer  nearly  equal  Three  tbonsand 
Prench  stragglers  had  been  collected  but  were  kept  by  the 
generals  of  the  military  districts,  and  Soult  had  thereibre 
in  tine^  ezclnsiTe  of  conscripts  without  anns,  only  twenty- 
eight  thousand  sabres  and  bayonets  with  thurty-eight  pieces 
of  artiHery.  Wellington  had  twenty-seven  thousand  sabres 
and  bayonets  with  forty-two  guns ;  but  he  had  pushed 
detachments  to  Pau^  to  Eoqnefort^  into  the  Landai,  and 
towards  the  Upper  Garonne. 

Two  great  roads  led  to  Toulouse  ;  one  on  the  English  left 
from  Aire  by  Auch,  the  other  on  their  right  from  Pau  by 
Tarbes,  and  as  Soult  commanded  both  Wellington  thought 
he  would  take  that  of  Auoh ;  wherefore  he  desired  Bores' 
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iord  to  kim  towards  it  iu  returmag  iiiou  Bard<^aiix ;  bat 
Somlt  had  arranged  for  the  otber  line,  and  witonlj  preraiitel 
fron  reteking  the  oianaiTe  oa  the  9th  or  10th  by  At  Ion 
of  his  magasines,  which  forced  him  first  to  oiganiz.  a 
syt?t(iii  of  iL-quigitioB  for  sub.^^ibience.  Meanwhile  hil 
equality  of  force  pa£i»ad  away ;  ^or  on  the  Idth,  the  day  on 
whidii  he  heaid  ol  Beretford'e  abteooey  Fr^ie 
eight  thmutnd  Spanith  intotry,  and  next  day  Ponsonby  ■ 
heavy  cavalry  arrived.  \\  <  lliugton  was  then  the  strongest, 
yet  awaited  Bereeford\amval,  and  was  uneaay  about  hia 
€«rn  litiiation.  He  dieaded  the  jnnetioo.  of  Sodiei'i 
twenty  thonnnd  Tetenns,  the  Englieh  ndnieters  inatend  of 
troops  sent  ridiculous  projects,  and  the  French  aruiy  m  Lis 
&onty  having  recovered  its  straggieEi  and  being  reiB&mei 
by  eonaeript^  wat  now  xaoiganiaed  in  aiz  di?i8iona»  nder 
Dariean,  Maianmn,  Villatte,  D'Amagnae,  Taa|iiii,  and 

Harispe.  General  Faris's  troops,  hitherto  acting  as  au 
unattached  body,  were  thus  absorbed  ;  the  cavalry  com- 
posed of  Berton's  and  Yial'a  brigadea  waa  oommanded 
Piene  Sonlt,  and  seren  thooiand  oonecript  in&ntiy  vndiet 
Tiafetfonned  a  leaeiTe.  Apiin  therefore,  driven  by  ne- 
cessity, Wellington  called  (iirun's  Andahisians  and  Del 
Purque's  troops  also  into  France>  although  Freyre'a  aoldien 
had  by  their  ontngee  abeady  created  wide-qvread  oott* 
atemation. 

After  Hill's  action  head-quarters  liad  been  fixed  at  Aire, 
with  the  army  on  each  aide  of  the  A  dour,  all  the  bcidges 
being  reatored.  Some  small  banda  which  had  appoaiod 
upon  the  left  flank  and  rear  were  diapersed  by  the  cavalry ; 
yet  iSoult  was  oriranizing  an  extensive  system  of  partizans 
towarda  the  mountains,  waiting  only  for  money  to  gire  it 
aotivity.  Meanwhile,  though  the  main  bodies  were  a  long 
day's  mardbi  aaonder,  the  i^okur  oaTalry  had  frequent 
encounters  and  both  generals  claimed  the  superiority.  I  n 
this  desultory  warfare,  on  the  night  of  the  7tli,  boult 
sent  a  strong  detachment  to  Pau  to  arrest  some  nobks  who 


Digitized  by  Googl( 


Book  xvi.]  ADOUR,  MARCH,  1114.  U9 

had  assembled  to  welcome  the  Duke  of  Angouleme ;  but 
General  Fane  got  then  first  with  a  brigade  of  in&iitiy 
and  two  leginienia  of  eavaliy,  and  the  stroke  fidled ;  how* 
ever  the  French,  returning  by  another  road,  made  prisoners 
of  an  ofiicer  and  four  or  tivc  Euglisii  dragoons.  A  second 
French  detachment^  penetmting  between  Pan  and  Aire, 
earned  off  a  post  of  eonraBpondenee ;  and  two  dajra  after, 
when  Fane  had  qnitted  Pau,  a  Fieneh  officer  with  only 
four  iius.sars  captured  there  thirty-four  Portuguese,  with 
their  commander  and  ten  loaded  mules. 

It  waa  theee  excimdons  which  gave  Soolt  a  knowledge 
of  Bmelkfri'n  maidi,  and  he  resolTed  to  attack  the  allies, 
thinking  to  strike  a  good  Lluw  on  the  13th,  by  throwing 
his  army  otiensively  upon  the  high  tabular  land  between 
Pan  and  Aire ;  yet  tho«igh  the  coontij  was  open  for  all 
arms,  the  moranent  prodnoed '  only  a  few  skinnishes. 
Pierre  Soult  pushed  back  Fane's  cavalry  posts  on  the 
English  right  ^vuh  the  loss  of  two  officers  and  a  few  men 
wonnded ;  on  the  left  Berton,  having  two  regiments,  sought 
to  pass  a  diffionlt  muddy  ford,  but  had  the  head  of  his 
eoln»m  overthrown  by  Sir  John  Campbell  with  a  squadron 
of  the  4th  Portugese  cavalry.  The  latter  were  however 
too  few  to  bar  the  passage,  and  Berton,  getting  a  regiment 
over  higher  up,  charged  the  retiring  troops  in  anamw  way 
killed  sevend  and  took  some  prisoners,  amongst  ^em 
BiTuardo  de  Sa,  since  well  known  as  Count  of  Bandeira. 

Wellington,  imaginiug  the  arnval  of  Suchet's  troops  had 
cansed  Soolt's  boldness  made  only  drfensiTC  dispoffitions, 
and  on  the  IMi  Pierre  Sonlt  again  drove  back  Fane's 
horsemen,  at  first  with  some  loss  yet  finally  was  himself 
forced  clear  ofi  the  Pan  road.  Both  generals  acting  under 
false  infonnatian  were  afraid  to  strike,  each  thought  his 
adyersary  stronger  than  he  really  was ;  bnt  Sonlt,  who  was 
in  a  tangled  coontry,  now  hearing  that  Bordeanx  had  fisdlen, 
first  took  alarm,  and  retreated  in  the  night  of  the  16th. 
Pierre  Sonlt  however  again  got  on  to  the  Pan  road  and 
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detached  a  hundred  ohoeen  troopers  under  Captain  Bania 
to  molest  the  coraiiiuiiKatiuL  ^\ith  Ortlies.  By  a  forced 
fioarch  he  reached  Hagetnau  at  nightfall,  aoipdiaed  six 
offioen  and  ei^t  medical  men  with  their  haggage,  made  a 
nnmher  of  other  priaonen  and  retorned  on  the  evening  >f 
the  18th.  Tkb  enterprize,  >o  lar  in  tlie  rear,  was  suppijbed 
to  he  an  inaurgent  exph)it ;  wherefore  Wellington  s^aed  the 
anthoritiee  at  Hagetnao,  and  again  declued  he  wovld 
hang  aU  the  peaaanta  caaght  in  aana  and  bom  tbor 

But  >  'ills  oilensive  operationis  had  now  tenuinated. 
He  sent  hia  oonacripts  to  Toulooae  and  piepared  fat  a 
lapid  lelieai  on  that  place.  Hia  recent  operations  had 
hcen  commenced  too  Ute,  he  should  hare  moTed  the  10th 
or  11  til  \Uion  thiro  were  not  more  than  twenty-two  thou- 
sand men  in  hia  front  Wellington's  paasive  atate,  which 
had  been  too  mnch  prolonged,  waa  also  at  an  end ;  all  hia 
feinfovoements  and  detaohmenta  were  dther  np  or  doee  at 
liand,  anil  he  could  now  put  in  motion  forty  thousand 
hayoncts,  sij^  thousand  sabres,  and  sbcty  pieces  of  anillerj. 

On  the  erening  of  the  17th,  the  huania  went  np  die 
Tdley  of  the  Adour,  closely  supported  by  tfie  light  diyiflion, 
and,  half  a  niaick  behind,  by  the  fourth  division  coming 
from  Bordeaux. 

The  18th,  the  hussars,  the  light  and  the  fourth  dinaien, 
adtanoed  towards  Plaisaanoe;  and  Hill's  troops,  en  flie 
right,  marched  against  Conchez,  keeping  a  detadunent  on 
the  Pan  road  in  observation  of  Pierre  Soult's  cavalry  ;  the 
centre,  under  Wellington,  moved  by  the  high  road  leading 
fiom  Aire  to  Tooloiue.  The  Frsneh  waa  ihos  turned 
by  the  valley  of  the  Adour,  while  Hill  with  a  sharp  skir- 
mish, in  which  eighty  Britibk  and  Germans  were  kiiii^d  or 
wounded,  drove  back  their  outposts  upon  Lembege. 

Soult  retired  during  the  ni^t  to  a  strong  lidge  behind 
a  small  riverwith  rugged  banks,  called  the  Laiia^  his  right 
under  D'Erlon  was  extended  towards  Vic  Bigorre  on  the 
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great  road  of  Tarbes,  and  fierton's  cavalry  took  post  in 
eohmm,  coyering  Vic  fiigoRe,  wheie  the  road  was  lined  on 
each  side  by  deep  and  wide  ditches.   In  this  situation, 

being  pressed  by  Bock  s  cavalry,  Bcrton  suddenly  charged 
and  took  an  officer  and  some  men,  yet  Anally  lie  was  beaten 
and  retreated.  Sonlt,  thinking  a  flanking  column  only  was 
in  the  valley  the  Adonr,  moved  to  fidl  npon  it  with  his 
whole  army.  But  he  recognised  the  skill  of  his  opponent 
when  he  found  the  whole  of  the  allies'  centre  had  also 
been  thrown  on  to  the  Tarbes  road,  and  was  close  to  Vic 
Bigorre,  while  the  light  division,  beyond  the  Adonr,  was 
getting  in  rear  of  it  by  Rabastens,  upon  which  place  the 
hussars  had  driven  a  body  of  French  cavalry.  Berton's 
horsemen  then  passed  in  retreat,  the  danger  of  being  cut 
off  from  Tarbes  was  imminent,  and  Sonlt  in  alann  ordered 
Berton  to  join  the  cavalry  at  Babastens  and  cover  that 
road  to  Tarbes  while  D'Erlon  checked  the  allies  at  Vic 
Bigorre,  on  the  main  road,  and  enabled  him  personally  to 
hasten  with  Glaozel's  and  Keille's  divisions  to  Tarbes  by 
a  cixcnitois  way. 

D'Erlon,  not  comprehending  the  crisis,  moved  slowly 
with  his  baggage  in  front,  and  having  the  river  Lechez  to 
cross  rode  on  before  his  troops,  expecting  to  hnd  Berton  at 
Vic  Bigorre  y  but  he  met  the  Qmom  cavaliy  theie,  and 
had  only  time  to  place  Bamcaii's  divimon,  now  under 
Paris,  amongst  some  vineyards,  when  hitlier  came  Picton 
to  the  support  of  the  cavalry  and  fell  upon  him. 

COMBAT  OF  VIC  BIQCBBE. 

The  French  left  flank  was  secured  by  the  Leuhi  z  river, 
the  right,  extended  towards  the  Adour  river,  was  exposed 
and  menaced  by  the  Gennaii  cavahy  while  the  front  was 
attacked  by  Picton.   The  action  commenced  about  two 

o'clock  and  Paris  was  driven  back  in  disorder,  but  then 
B'Armagnac  entered  the  line  and  spreading  to  the  Adour 
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miewecl  the  fight,  which  htsted  until  D'Erlon,  after  losmg 
many  meii  mid  ieeing  his  right  torned  beyond  the  Adour 

bj  the  light  diTiim  vid  the  bom  hehmd  Vie 

Bigom  iod  took  post  for  tlia  mi^t  TUi  aotum  wtm 

Yigorous.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  Anglo- Portugaese  fell, 
and  amongst  them  dic^  Culontil  ilc^ury  Sturgeon.  Bkiiled 

ooii  ertfj  bnach  of  war,  and  poaseaaiig 
ft  Taneij  of  other  ioeoiplMhinenti,  ho  noed  hii  gifts  ao 
gently  for  himielf,  to  nsefiiUj  for  the  aerrieo,  that  enry 
offered  no  bar  to  JwliuinitioD,  aiiJ  the  whole  army  felt  }>ain- 
fiilly  iiiortilied  that  his  medta  wore  paaeed  omiotioed  m  the 
publio  despatohee* 

Soak's  maroh  vaa  thronpsh  a  deep  sandy  plain,  and  ka- 
ras^iiiiT,  it  would  have  beeii  tlun*;erous  if  Wellinnt  -u  li-^A 
scut  Hili'g  strong  cavalry  iu  pursuit ;  but  the  couuury  wa# 
aniiirottEable  forquiflkobterratioii,  and  the  French  oovend 
their  uoyemeiiti  with  rear-guards  whose  real  Bwaben  it  wm 
difficult  to  ajjccrtain.  One  of  these  bodies  was  posted  ou  a 
liiii,  the  end  ot  vUiich  abutted  on  the  high  road  and  the  slope 
was  clothed  with  trees  lined  bj  skirmishoEs.  Loid 
WeUiogtoudesired  to  know  what  fiocoe  thus  haired  his  wmy, 
yet  all  the  exploring  attempts  were  stopped  by  the  enemy  s 
fire.  Captain  WilUaui  Li^ht,  distinguishcil  by  the  variety 
of  his  attainments,  an  artist,  musician,  mechanist,  seaman, 
and  soldier,  theii  made  the  tiiaL  He  rods  forward  aa  if  h« 
would  fiffoe  his  way  throu;^'h  the  Preneh  sUrmiahere,  Iml 
in  the  wood  dropt  his  reim>  and  leaned  back  as  if  badly 
wounded ;  his  horse  appeared  to  canter  wildly  along  the 
front  of  the  enemy's  lijj^t  troops,  and  they,  thinking  him 
mortally  hurt,  ceased  thdr  fire  and  took  no  farther  notice. 
He  thud  p^ussed  unobserved  throuirh  the  wood  to  the  otiier 
side  of  the  liill,  where  there  were  no  skinmshers,  and 
aeoending  to  the  open  summit  above,  pat  spaxs  to  hia 
hone  galloping  along  the  Fieneh^  main  line  and  eonmthBig 
liieir  regiments  as  he  passed  His  sadden  appeaianee,  his 
blue  undress,  his  daring  couhdenoe  and  his  speed,  made 
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tbe  jPrench  doubt  if  he  was  an  enemy,  and  a  lew  shots 
onlj  wm  duohaiged,  nhile  ho,  daahiag  down  ibe  oppoiite 
deolivitj,  broke  firom  the  mr  through  tho  yeiy  ddimidiere 

whose  lire  he  had  at  first  essayed  in  front,  and  reaching  the 
spot  where  Wellington  stood  told  him  there  were  but  five 
battaliong  on  the  hilL 

Sonlt  now  felt  that  a  rapid  xetmt  upon  Todooae  was 
inevitable,  yet,  determined  to  dispute  evety  position  offering 
the  least  advantage,  he  Wiis  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  again 
in  order  of  battle  on  the  heights  of  Oleac,  three  miles  behind 
Tarbee,  which  he  etiU  oorered  with  Uariepe's  and  ViUatte'e 
diTidons,  both  nnder  Olaiud.  The  plain  of  Tarbes,  appa- 
rently open,  was  yet  full  of  deep  ditthts  which  forbad  the 
action  of  horsemen  ;  wherefore  he  sent  hie  brother  with  five 
xegimeiitsof  caTaliyto  hiB  rig^t  flank  in  observation  of  the 
roate  to  Aneh,  fearing  Wellington  woold  by  that  line  in- 
tercept his  retreiit  to  Toulouse. 

At  daybreak,  Hill  moved  ^nth  the  right  along  the 
high-road ;  the  centre^  nnder  Wellington,  oompoaed  of  the 
li^  diviflion  and  hnaiais,  Ponaonby's  heavy  eavahry,  Ae 
trizth  divinon  and  Preyre's  Spaniards,  marched  by  the  road 
from  Rabastens  ;  Cole,  having  the  left,  was  making  forced 
marches  with  the  fourth  division  and  Vivian's  cavahcyy  and 
throwing  out  detanhmenta  to  watdli  Piene  Soolt 

COMBAT  OF  TAftBSS. 

WeUington'g  column  waa  separated  by  a  branch  of  the 
Adonr  from  Hill's,  and  when  he  approaehed  Tarbea  the 
Ught  division  and  the  hossars  attacked  Harispe's  division 

on  LL<j  heights  of  Orliex,  while  Clinton,  making  a  fiank 
movement  to  his  kit  through  the  village  of  Do  Hi's,  with 
the  sixth  diviflion,  <^Mned  a  cannonade  against  Harispe's 
right,  endeavouring  to  get  between  that  genenl  and  Sonlt^a 
position  at  Oleac.  Hill,  moving  by  the  other  bank  of  the 
river^  a^ssailed  the  town  and  bridge  of  Tarb^,  defended 
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hy  Villa  tie.  Thcso  operations  were  deaigncd  to  enydope 
and  crush  Clauzcl  a  troopis,  wliich  seemed  easy,  because  there 
appeared  only  a  fine  plain  fit  iot  tlie  aetieQ  of  oayaliy  be- 
tween them  and  Soidt   The  latter  howem,  hanng  aent 

his  hacunLT'  and  incumbrances  off  during  the  niirbt,  saw  the 
luovement  ^Mthout  alanii,  )>€ing  better  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  the  plain  behind,  in  idiich  he  had  nuMie  loads  to 
enable  Harispe  to  xetieat  upon  Oleae  withoat  paaBbg 
throufirh  Tarbes.  NeTertheless  there  was  danger  r  for  whiie 
Hill  menace  J  Tarbes,  the  light  dinsion,  guppurted  with 
cavalry  and  guns,  fell  upon  Orleiz,  and  Clinton  with  a 
biisk  canncmade  penetrated  between  Hariape  a&d  Piene 
Sonlt  and  out  the  latter  off  fnm  the  anny. 

The  action  commenced  at  twelve  o'clock.  Hill's  artillery 
thundered  on  the  right,  Clinton  s  imsweied  it  on  ih»  kft» 
and  Alten  threw  the  li^t  diyiai0n  in  maas  upon  the  centre, 
where  Harispe'e  left  brigade,  poeted  on  a  strong  hill,  was 
sudJenlv  ai'>;iil«'(l  I  v  tlie  three  rifle  buttalious.  There  the 
fight  was  short,  yet  wonderfully  fierce  and  violent^  for  the 
French,  probably  thinking  their  opponents  Portuguese  on 
aecount  of  their  green  dress,  ohaiged  with  great  b>wlin<>BB . 
and  being  encountered  by  men  not  accustomed  to  yield,  iLu 
flight  was  muzzle  to  muzzle,  and  diflBcnlt  it  was  to  judge  at 
first  who  should  win.  At  last  the  French  gave  way,  and 
Harispe,  his  centre  being  thus  suddenly  oTerthrown,  retired 
rapidly  over  the  plain  by  Soult's  roads  before  Clinton  could 
get  into  his  rear ;  then  also  Hill  forced  the  passage  of 
the  Adour  at  Tarbes^  and  Yillattc  retreated  along  the 
high-road  to  Touinay,  yet  under  a  oontinued  cannonada. 
The  fiat  oountry  was  now  ooyered  with  confbsed  masses  of 
pursuers  and  pursued,  all  moying  precipitat-ely  and  witli  an 
eager  musketry,  the  French  guns  replying  as  they  could  to 
the  allies'  artillery ;  the  situation  of  the  retreating  troops 
seemed  desperate ;  but,  as  Souit  had  foreseen,  the  Britiah 
cavalry  could  not  act,  and  Clauzel  extricating  his  divisions 
with  great  ability  gained  the  main  posiuon,  where  foor 
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fresh  divisions  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  and  imme- 
diately opened  all  their  batteries  on  the  allies.  The  pnr- 
suit  was  ihuB  checked^  and  before  WeUington  ooold  make 
anangemeDta  for  a  new  attack  darkneas  came  on,  where- 
fore he  halted  on  the  banks  of  the  Larret  and  Larros 
rivers.  The  loss  of  the  French  is  uiikuuwii,  that  if  the 
allies  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty ;  and  of  that 
number  tweLve  offioen  and  eighty  men  were  of  the  rifle 
battalions. 

Baring  tiie  night  Soolt  retreated  in  two  colnmns,  one  by 

the  main  road,  the  other  on  the  left  of  it,  guided  by  fires 
lighted  on  diflerent  hills  as  points  of  direction.  Next  day 
he  reached  St.  Gaudcns  with  D'Erlon'a  and  Keille's  corps, 
while  Clauxel,  who  bad  retreated  acroes  the  fields^  halted 
at  Monrejean  and  was  there  rejoined  by  Piem  Sonlt'a 
cavalry.  This  march  of  more  than  thirty  miles  was  made 
with  a  view  to  gain  Tuulou^^e  in  the  most  rapid  manner; 
for  Soult  having  now  seen  Wellington's  infantry  and  his 
five  thoQsand  horsemen,  and  heaiiiig  fsom  hia  brother  that 
the  fourth  diTiaion  and  Vidian's  cayalry  were  on  hifl  right, 
feared  they  would  cut  him  off  from  Toulouse,  which  was 
his  great  dep6t,  the  knot  of  all  his  future  combinations, 
and  the  only  position  where  he  coold  hope  to  make  a  sac- 
oeeafiil  stand  with  his  small  army. 

The  allies  pnrsned  in  three  columns,  but  their  maidies 
were  short  Howerer,  at  St  Oandens  fonr  squadrons  of 
French  ca%  aLry  were  overtaken  and  overthrovm  by  two 
squadrons  of  the  13th  Dragoons  ;  they  galloped  in  disorder 
through  St  Gaudens^  yet  rallied  on  the  other  side  and 
were  again  broken  and  pnrsned  for  two  miles,  many  being 
sabred  and  aboTC  a  hnndred  taken  prisoners.  In  this 
action  the  veteran  Major  Dogherty  of  the  1 3th  was  seen 
charging  between  his  two  sons  at  the  head  of  the  leading 
squadron. 

On  the  2drd  Hill  was  at  St.  Gandens,  Beresford  at 
Paymameny  Wellington  at  Bookgne. 
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The  24tli  Hill  was  m  ^t.  Maiixay,  ikraford  in  Lombea, 
WcUiigton         en  Dodon. 
Tke      Hm  €Blmd  Caoma,  Benrfbid  TCi^ 

and  Wellington  wns  at  Sanmt4tn. 

Om  th@  2(>Ui  iierediord,  marching  in  order  of  Wtle  by  bu 
kft  whik  his  imralry  skirmuhed  ob  the  rigkt^  took  poit 

the  French  aimj,  which  wi«  on  tlie  Touch  eovcring  Tou- 
louse. The  allies  tiai»  t«>uk  bcvtu  Jii}\^  to  niaich  whftt  Souk 

bad  doM  ia  Soar.  But  the  two  araiw  hmuf^  thm  afun 
tfoof^  togeAtf  in  oppontion  vitb  one  conunon  lenlntMn 
to  fight,  it  11  fitting  to  ibow  how  tha  gmnblhnMd  their 
combiaatioDS. 

Soult,  a  niitivo  of  these  parts,  had  chosen  Toulouse  as  a 
Strat^c  post,  because  that  ancient  capital  of  the  south, 
hating  fifty  thomnd  inbntoantiy  ocMHmdirf  tbn  ptin* 
cipal  passage  of  tin  Omenne,  mm  Urn  onln  of  n  grant 
number  of  roads  on  both  sides  of  that  river,  and  the  chief 
military  arsenal  of  the  south  of  France.  There  he  could 
moot  eenly  feed  hie  trooper  assemble  arm  and  dsKqdi&e  tke 
oonacripts,  eontrol  and  urge  tiie  dvil  anthofitiei  vitli  am 
and  oountmot  tfie  moynatieni  of  ^  daoontaited: 
it  also  gave  liim  comituuid  i>f  varlAus  lines  of  opcriitionsi 
Ue  could  retize  upon  iSuohet  by  Carcassone,  or  towards 
LyonabyAlbj.  He  eoold  go  bebind  tbe  Tan  and  dated 
snooennTdy  that  mar  and  tbe  Lot,  or  ofw  retreat  xspott 
Decacn's  amiy  near  BurJiaux.  and  thus  draw  the  alliei 
down  the  right  bank  of  tbe  Garonne  ns  he  had  before  drawn 
thw  np  tbe  left  baidL :  aMicd  that  Wellii^ltoa  unit  £ol^ 
bm,  and  with  weakened  fiirae,  ai  H  wonld  be  ftenowij  to 

leave  troops  in  observation  of  Suchet. 

Thus  reasoniog,  he  placed  a  se|)arate  body  of  troops 
reoentl J  assembled  by  Genssal  Lorado  from  tbe  intemr  a* 
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Montauban,  with  orders  to  cODStniGt  a  baridge-head  on  the 
kfl^ftbeTanL   This  secartd  fhe  pange  of  tint 
point  of  aiBembly  for  detachments  observing  the  Garonne 

below  Toulouse,  and  the  command  of  several  great  roads. 
But  to  hold  Toolouse  was  a  great  political  object.  It  was 
the  last  point  cenneotbg  him  at  once  with  Sachet  and 
BecaeD,  and  while  he  held  it,  the  latter  general  and  tfie 
paxtizans  organized  in  tlic  mountains  about  Lourdes  could 
act,  each  on  their  own  side,  against  Wellington's  long 
lines  of  commnnication.  At  Toolouse  Sachet  coold  aid 
him,  either  with  hto  whole  Ibm,  or  faj  a  detachment  te 
the  Upper  Garonne,  where  General  Lafitte  had  collected 
seven  or  ei^ht  huTulrcd  national  guards  and  other  troops: 
Sochet  however,  though  strongly  urged,  treated  this 
prepoeitionj  as  he  had  done  those  before  made^  with 
COB  tempt. 

Toulouse  was  not  less  valuable  as  a  position  of  battle. 

The  Garonne,  tiowing  along  the  allies'  right,  presented 
the  coneaye  of  a  deep  loop,  at  the  bottom  of  which  was  a 
bridge  masked  by  the  saboib  of  St  Cyprien ;  this  last, 
originally  protected  by  mi  ancient  brick  wall,  three  feet 
thick  and  tiankLtl  l>y  massive  towers,  was  now  strength- 
ened by  Soult  with  a  line  of  exterior  intrenchments. 

Beyond  the  river  was  the  cityi  indosed  by  an  old  wall 
flanked  with  toweis^  and  so  ihidL  as  to  hold  twenfy-fbar 
pound  guns. 

The  great  canal  of  Languedoc,  which  joined  the  Garonne 
a  few  milas  below  the  town,  was  genmUy  within  point* 
Mank  shot  of  this  wall,  covering  it  on  the  north  and  east^ 

as  the  Garonne  and  St,  Cyprien  did  on  the  west. 

Eastward,  two  subiu-bs,  St.  Stephen  and  Guillermerie, 
lying  on  both  sides  of  this  canal,  w«re  intrtnched  and  pro- 
tected by  the  bilk  of  Sacarin  and  Oambon,  which  were  also 
intran<^  and  flanked  the  approaches  to  the  canal  abevi 
and  below  the  suburbs. 

Eight  hoadred  yards  beyond  these  lulls  a  high  ridge 


Digitized  by  Google 


528  GARONNE,  MAHCU,  1814.  [Book  xn. 

ciUed  Mont  B»Te  nm  neulj  puiM  irith  the  canal,  its 
outer  dope  WIS  exceedingly  rugged,  and  oferioolced  m  miislij 

plain  tkrougli  which  the  Ers  river  llowed. 

South  of  the  town  was  a  plain,  but  there  the  suburb  of 
St.  Michel  iomiBhed  mother  oatworic ;  mi  eome  diateioe 
bejond  it  «  range  of  heights  called  the  Pech  David  eoin* 
nienced,  trending  westward  up  the  Giauuue  m  a  ueailj 
parallel  direction. 

Sach  being  Sonlt  8  podtion,  he  calculated,  that  aa  Wei* 
lington  oooid  not  force  the  paamge  by  the  saburb  of  8t 
Gyprien  without  an  raonnons  sacrifice  of  men,  he  must 
bctk  lu  turn  the  flanks  above  or  btlow  Toulouse,  leavint;  a 
force  to  blockade  St  Oyprieu  lest  the  French  should  iaBue 
thence  against  his  commonications.  If  he  passed  the  Gv 
ronne  above  Tonloose  and  above  its  conflnenoe  iiitfa  the 
Arriege,  he  would  have  to  cross  the  latter  river  aldo,  which 
could  only  be  effected  at  Cint^;abelle,  one  march  higher 
up.  He  wonld  then  have  to  come  down  the  right  bank, 
through  a  oonntiy  at  that  time  impracticaUe  for  guns, 
from  rain.  It  he  passed  the  Garonne  below  the  conflaenoe 
of  the  Arriege,  his  movemeutrf  would  be  overlooked  from 
the  Pech  David,  and  the  heads  of  his  columns  attacked; 
if  that  foiled,  Toulouse  and  the  Mont  Bate  remained  as  a 
position  of  battle,  from  whence  there  was  a  secure  retreat 
upon  Montauban. 

For  these  reason?  the  passage  above  Toulouse  could  lead 
to  no  decisive  result:  but  a  passage  hdow  was  a  different 
matter.  Wellington  would  then  cut  the  army  oft  team 
Montauban  and  attack  Toulouse  from  the  northern  and 
eastern  quarters  ;  and  the  French,  losing  the  battle,  could 
only  retrat  by  Carcassonne  to  unite  with  Suchet  in  Bona- 
sillon,  where,  with  their  backs  to  the  mountains  and  the 
allies  between  them  and  France,  they  would  starve.  Con- 
vinced therefore  that  the  attack  would  be  on  that  side, 
Soult  lined  the  Ckuronne  with  his  cavahry  as  for  as  the 
confiuflneeof  the  Tam,  and  called  up  seme  troops,  leoendj 
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collected  at  Agen  under  Greneral  Despeaux,  to  line  the 
Tarn  itself,  his  design  being  to  attack  the  allies  if  they 
erased  between  that  river  and  the  Garonne  rather  than 
loee  his  eemmnmeation  with  Montanhan. 

Wellinsrton  having  snffereil  the  French  to  gain  three 
days'  march  in  the  retreat  from  Tarbcs  had  little  choice 
of  operationa*  He  could  not  halt  nntil  the  AndalusiaDa 
and  Del  Parqne's  troops  jdned  him  without  giving  Sonlt 
time  to  strengthen  his  defence;  nor  without  appearing 
fearful  of  the  French  people,  which  would  have  been  very 
dangerous.  Still  less  could  he  wait  for  the  fall  of  Bayonne. 
He  had  taken  the  ofiensiTe,  and  the  inyasion  of  Fiance 
being  begun  conld  not  be  relinqnished.  Leading  an  army 
victorious  and  superior  iu  numbers  his  business  was  to 
fight ;  and  aa  he  could  not  force  St.  Cypiien  he  had  to 
pass  the  Oaronne  above  or  below  Toulouse. 

A  passage  below  was  undoubtedly  the  prudent  course, 
but  Wellington ,  observing  that,  when  across,  the  south  side 
of  the  city  would  be  most  open  to  attack,  resolved  to  cast 
his  bridge  at  Portet,  six  miles  above  Toulouse^  designing 
to  throw  his  ri^t  wing  suddenly  into  the  open  country 
between  the  Garonne  and  the  canal  of  Lanirucdoc,  while 
with  his  centre  and  left  he  assailed  the  suburb  of  St« 
Cyprien.*  Hence,  at  eight  o'dock.in  the  evening  of  the 
27thy  one  of  Hill's  bribes  approached  the  river,  some 
men  were  ferried  over  and  the  bridge  was  commenced ;  but 
the  river  being  measured  was  too  wide  for  the  pontoons, 
there  were  no  trestles,  and  the  project  was  necessarily 
abandoned.  Had  it  been  effected  some  great  advantage 
would  have  been  gained,  for  Soult  only  knew  of  the 
attempt  two  Jays  later,  and  then  by  emissaries,  not  by 
soouts.  Although  thus  baffled  at  one  point  Wellington 
persisted.  Collecting  a  great  body  of  in&ntry  about  Portet 
be  began     driving  die  French  horsemen  firam  the  Toudi 

*  This  plan  and  the  reaaons  for  it  are  taken  from  M88.  notai  mitten 
1^  tbe  Dolw  of  WeUiogton  in  ngltf  to  mj  inqoiriai. 
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river,  \shich  waa  ia  his  front;,  Ibr  his  army  lined  the  bftikk 
of  the  Gamme  aboffa  Taokniaa  and  did  not  £m  St 
pmi.  In  this  opmtMn  »  tfn^e  fMpudront  «f  tiia  1^ 
Lu.>sars,  undor  Major  Hur]^hes,  being  inconsiderately  pushed 
by  Colonel  Vivian  acioos  the  biidgc  of  St  Martjn  de  h 
Touch,  siiddeidjcaiDdiipoiii^rqpiieit of  ¥tmdkcmky. 
The  raahiicai  of  ih«  act^  aa  cAen  happeaa  in  wr»  pnrral 
the  safety  of  the  British  ;  for  the  enemy,  thinking  a  Ftr.  iifj 
support  must  be  at  hand,  diBchurged  their  carbmes  and 
retreated  at  n  eantar ;  Hnghea  f<^owed,  the  speed  of  heli 
parliei  inereaaed^  and  aa  the  n»d  did  not  adinit  egnoi  }j 
the  sides,  this  great  body  of  honemen  was  pudied  hendlQ^g 
bv  a  few  men  under  the  batteries  of  St.  Cvprien. 

Soult's  attention  being  thus  attracted  below  Tonlonae^ 
a  biidge  ivaa  laid  near  Peneagnel,  two  nika  above  Aa 
eonflnenee  of  the  Arriege,  and  Hill  panaad  tibe  Gnrant 
witli  tliirteen  thousand  sabres  and  bayonets,  eighteen  gtrnf, 
and  a  rocket  brigade.    His  advanced  guard  then  poshed 
on  rapidly  by  the  gieat  road,  to  aei»  the  bridge  of  Qinte- 
gabeUe»  fifteen  niilea  up  tk  Airiege,  and  la  eeeove  »  faiy- 
boat  known  to  be  at  Vinep|E^e ;  the  main  body  followed 
with  intent  to  pass  the  Arriege  at  Cintegabelle,  and  m 
come  down  the  right  bank  to  attack  Tonlousc  on  the  south 
while  WdHngton  assailed  St  Cyprien.   This  maidh  was 
to  have  been  made  pritily  in  tiie  id^t  of  Ae  3(Hh,  but  the 
pouto^iii  bridge  was  not  finished  until  five  in  the  morning 
of  the  dlst ;  Soult  thus  got  notice  in  time  to  obamre  the 
strength  of  tiie  ccdimniy  and  ascertain  that  the  great  body 
of  Ae  army  was  sdH  in  ftont  of  St  Cyprien.  Encywing 
what  swamps  were  to  be  passed,  and  having  the  sviburbe 
of  St.  Michel  and  St  £tienne  now  in  a  state  of  «^*rfBnett, 
he  thongbt  the  oj^eration  only  a  feint  to  dmw  off  a  pnri  of 
Us  army  fiEom  Tooloose  while  St  Cyprien  was  tiBfnniHoi, 
or  the  Garonne  passed  below  the  city  ;  wherefore,  keeping 
his  infantry  in  hand,  he  merely  sent  cavalry  up  the  Ar- 
riege in  obeenration,  and  diieoted  La&tU^  who  had  noans 
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Kgohr  honemen  and  national  guards  h%iiflr  np^  to  hang 
upon  HiD'g  skirtfl  and  pfetend  to  be  ihe  Tan  it  Snehet's 

army.  He  was  howeyer  disquieted,  becanse  the  allies' 
baggage,  to  avoid  eucumberiog  the  march,  had  been  sent 
higher  up  Hie  Garonne  to  crofls  at  Oazbonne  and  iras  by 
die  flooats  leported  ae  a  seoond  eolnmn  ineraeing  Hill's 
force  to  eiditeen  thousand  men. 

While  in  this  uncertainty  bouit  first  heard  of  the  mea- 
snrement  of  the  liter  made  at  Fortet,  in  the  night  of  the 
27ili,  and  that  many  gons  were  stlU  there ;  henoe,  as  he 
could  not  know  why  tbe  bridge  was  not  thrown,  he  concluded 
the  intent  was  to  cross  there  ako,  wlien  Hill  should  descend 
the  A  rriege.  To  meet  this  danger,  he  gave  Clauzel  orders 
to  hill  npon  ihe  head  of  the  allies  witii  four  diti8i<His  if 
they  shonld  attempt  the  passage  before  Hill  eame  down ; 
resolvino;  in  the  contrary  case  to  %ht  in  the  suburbR  of 
Toulouse  and  on  the  Mont-Kave,  because  the  positions  on 
the  fif^t  of  the  Airicge  were  all  faTOUiable  to  the  assail- 
ants. He  was  howerer  soon  rdiered  from  anxiety.  HiQ 
passed  the  Arrieire  at  Cintegabelle  and  sent  his  cavalry 
forward,  yet  his  artillery  were  unable  to  follow  in  that 
deep  countiy,  and  as  success  and  safety  alike  depended  on 
rapidity  he  returned  and  recrossed  the  Oaronne  in  the 
night,  keeping  a  flying  bridge  and  a  small  guard  of 
infantry  and  cavalry  on  the  rif^ht  bank :  he  was  followed 
by  Lafitte's  horsemen,  who  picked  up  a  few  straggkis  and 
nvnles,  but  no  other  event  oocuned,  and  Soult  was  well 
pleased  that  his  adversary  had  thus  lost  three  or  four 
important  days. 

Being  now  sure  the  next  attempt  would  be  below 
Toulouse,  he  changed  his  design  of  marching  down  the 
Oannme  to  fight  between  that  river  and  the  Tarn ;  and  as 
lus  works  for  the  city  and  suburbs  were  nccirly  complrte, 
he  concluded  to  hold  Toulouse  in  any  circumstances,  and 
set  his  whole  army  and  all  the  labouring  population  to 
inlreneh  the  Mont-Bave^  beyond  the  canal,  thinking  thm 
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to  bear  the  shock  of  battle,  come  on  which  side  it  wouia. 
FoxtxuM  hifomd  hint  The  Giioime  oontmiied  so  M 
and  ii|ad  thit  WeUinglon  ronuuned  inaetiYe  befiDR 
St.  Cyprien  until  the  evening  of  the  3rd,  when,  forced  td 
adopt  the  lower  passage,  and  the  tluod  iurnng  abated,  the 
pontoons  were  ( anied  in  the  ni^t  to  Qraiade,  Mteeu 
milee  below  Toulouse;  The  bridge  wib  then  well  thiowot 
and  thirty  guns  placed  in  battery  <m  the  left  btnk  t» 
protect  it.  The  third,  fourth  and  sixth  divisions,  vith 
three  hiigadee  of  cavabry,  the  whole  under  Beresford, 
immediately  paMd^  and  the  honemen  being  poshed  to 
the  fifont  Ind  flanks  captured  a  large  herd  of  bullodB 
destined  for  the  Frcncli  But  a»x:\iii  tiK-  Garonne  flooded 
highy  the  light  division  and  the  8paniaxds  were  unable  to 
foUow,  the  bridge  got  damaged  and  waa  taken  xsp. 

Soolt  soon  heard  by  his  ea^ahry  soonts  of  this  piSB^e, 
but  not  of  the  furce  across,  and  as  Morillo's  Spaniirds, 
ulioui  he  mi:>took  for  Frc  vrc's,  were  then  in  front  of 
8t.  Cyprien,  he  thought  Hill  had  moved  also  to  Greoid^ 
and  thai  the  greatest  part  of  the  allied  army  was  oTOtk 
Garonne.  Wherefore,  observing  Bereeford  with  cavtbj, 
he  continued  to  work  at  liis  iwll  of  battle,  his  rcsolutioD 
to  hght  for  Toulouse  l>eing  oonhnned  by  hearing  the  slh^ 
sovereigns  had  entered  Paris. 

On  the  8th  the  water  subsided  again  and  the  hri^ 
was  once  more  laid  ;  Freyre's  Spaniards  and  the  Portuguc* 
artillery  then  crossed,  and  Welhngton  in  person  advanced 
within  five  miles  of  Toulouse.  Marching  xsp  both  baob 
of  the  En  his  colomns  were  separated  by  that  riveor,  whidi 
wjis  impassable  without  pontoons,  and  it  was  essential  t« 
secure  one  of  the  st<  ik  bridges.  Hence»  when  his 
approached  the  heights  of  Kirie  Eleison,  on  the  great  load 
of  Alby,  Vivian's  horsemen  first  drove  Berton's  canhf 
up  the  right  of  the  Ers  tow  ards  the  bridge  of  Bordes,  aad 
then  the  18th  hussars  descended  towards  that  of  Croix 
d'Orade,  where,  after  some  skirmishii^  a  French  v^gimen^ 
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suddenly  appealed  in  fbnt  of  the  biidge.  The  opporiie 
bank  of  the  river  was  as  instantly  lined  with  dismounted 
carbineers  and  the  two  parties  stood  facing  each  other,  hesi- 
tating to  b^gin,  until  the  approach  of  some  British  infantry, 
when  both  aoonded  a  chaige  at  the  same  moment ;  but  the 
English  hones  were  so  quick  the  French  were  in  an  instant 
jaramed  np  on  the  bridge  and  their  front  ranks  sabred 
while  the  rear  went  off  in  disorder.  They  had  many  killed 
or  wonndedi  lost  above  a  hundred  prisoners,  and  were 
pnrsaed  through  the  village  of  Croix  d'Orade,  yet  rallied 
beyond  on  the  rest  of  their  brigade  ;uid  advanced  again : 
wh(  reupon  the  hussars  recrossed  the  bridge,  which  was  now 
defended  by  the  British  infantry.  The  communication 
between  the  allied  oolnmns  was  thus  secured.  The  credit 
of  this  brilliant  action  was  erroneously  given  to  Colonel 
Vivian  in  the  despatch.  That  oliietr  was  wounded  by  a 
carbine-shot  previous  to  tbo  charge  at  the  bridge,  and  the 
attack  was  conducted  by  Major  Hughes. 

Wellington,  ftom  the  hdghts  of  Kirie  Eleison,  examined 
the  French  general's  position  and  decided  to  attack  on 
the  9th ;  and  to  shorten  his  communications  with  Hill 
had  bis  bridge  on  the  Garonne  relaid  higher  up  at  Seiih, 
where  the  light  division  were  to  cross  at  daybreak ;  but 
tlic  pontoons  were  not  relaid  until  late  in  the  day,  and  he, 
extremely  incensed  at  the  ^Eulure,  was  forced  to  deiex  his 
battle  until  the  lOtk 

Soult  had  now  by  means  of  his  fortresses,  his  battles, 
the  sudden  change  of  his  line  of  operations  after  Orthes, 
his  rapid  retreat  from  Tarbes,  and  his  clear  judgment 
in  fixing  upon  Toulouse  as  his  next  point  of  resistance, 
reduced  the  strength  of  his  adversary  to  an  equality  with 
his  own.  He  had  gained  seventeen  days  for  preparation, 
and  had  compelled  Wellington  to  figlit  on  ground,  naturally 
adapted  for  defence  and  well  fortified,  where  one-third 
of  his  force  was  separated  by  a  great  river  from  the  rest, 
where  he  could  derive  no  advantage  from  his  numerous 
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caTalrj,  and  was  uvemiatcLed  m  axiillery.  Coving  three 
sdoB  of  Toulooie  the  French  poniiioii  wm  indeed  mj 
•trong.  TbelflftimaiSt  GjpricnoQtheiraBt;  thewtai 
at  the  canal  on  the  north ;  the  right  at  Moni-RaTe  en  tfie 
esk»t.  The  reserve  of  cuuscTi})ts  manncKi  the  nunparts  of 
Toulouse,  aiul  the  urban  guaidfl  within  the  town  aided  tha 
tnusport  of  artiilery  and  ammnnitMtt  to  difGerent  poeti. 

HiU  waa  in  fitmt  of  8i  Cjprien,  and  ho  coold  only 
cuuuiiunieate  with  the  main  ho<ly  by  the  pontoon  bridge 
at  8eiib,  a  cixcuit  of  ten  or  twelve  xoiles.    Weilingtan  wu 
advancing  from  the  north,  jot  vas  atill  intoit  to  umSk 
on  the  math,  when  Sodt  wae  veakeet  in  diefeiioa.  Ii 
this  view  he  examintd  the  country  on  the  left  of  the  Eri, 
designing  uuder  cover  of  tli&t  river  to  make  a  £aak  march 
and  gain  the  open  ground  which  ho  had  £Drmerly  Tainlj 
•ndeaTomed  to  leadi  by  pasimg  at  Portet  and  PinnngoeL 
But  again  he  waB  baffled  by  the  deep  country,  which  he 
coTild  not  lujistcr  so  as  to  pass  the  Era  by  force  in  the  i 
upper  part,  and  ail  the  bridges  there,  with  exception  of  | 
Croix  d'Orado,  weio  mined  or  dertroyod.   Thevo  was  ip  ' 
choice  then  hot  to  attack  the  nofih  and  eaat  fronts,  lie 
first,  open  and  flat,  and  easily  approached  by  the  2Tt*iv  , 
roads  of  Montaoban  and  Aiby,  was  yet  impregnahLa  ia  | 
defence ;  became  the  cuial,  the  faiidgee  over  whack  wen 
Btrongly  defended  by  works,  was  under  the  fixe  of  the 
rumparts  of  Toulouse,  and  fur  the  most  part  withm  iiiubket- 
shot    Wherefore,  as  at  ^t.  Cyprien,  a  fortrecB  not  a  posi- 
tion was  opposed,  and  the  aaeanlt  waa  neoewKily  i^n^i^^ 
to  the  Mont-Raye  or  eastern  frost. 

Naturally  strong  and  rugged,  that  ridi^  was  covered  by 
the  Ers  river,  and  presented  two  distinct  platforms.  Gal- 
Tinet  and  iSt.  Sypiere.  Between  them,  where  the  fpmmi 
dipped  a  little,  two  xontes  called  the  Lavanr  and 
roods  led  to  Tonlouse,  paanng  the  canal  at  the  Guiliemehe 
and  St.  Ecienne  suburbs. 

The  Caivinet  piatfoxm  wae  fortiliod  on  the  left  with 
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two  Inge  NdoubtB,  having  open  intrmdimeiitB  in  fmat 

On  tlic  iiL^ht  were  two  other  large  forte,  called  the  Colom- 
bette  and  Tower  of  Augustines, 

&L  Sjpiere  had  also  two  xodoubtB^  one  on  the  extreme 
right  called  8t  Sypieie^  tiie  other  without  a  name  near 
the  road  of  Cacainan. 

The  whole  occupation  was  two  miles  long,  and  to  attack 

the  iroat  it  was  necessary  to  cross  the  Eis  nnder  fiie^ 

advaneing  o?er  gionnd  natuxaUy  maishy,  and  now  almost 

impassable  from  artifioial  innndations,  to  the  assanlt  of  the 

ridge  and  its  works.    If  the  assailants  should  force  a  way 

between  the  two  platforms,  they  woaid,  while  their  iianks 

weie  battmd  by  the  redoubts  above,  oome  in  snooesrion 

.iipon  new  works,  at  Gambon  and  Saocarin,  upon  the 

snbnrfaa  of  Onillemerie  and  Etienne,  upon  the  canal,  and 

feally  the  ramparts  of  the  town.    But  the  Ers  conldnot 

be  passed  except  at  Croix  d'Orade,  and  Wellington  was 

vsdneed  to  a  flank  maroh  under  fire,  between  that  river 

and  Mont-Bave,  until  he  could  gain  ground  to  present  a 

front  to  the  latter  and  storm  it ;  after  which  the  canal 

was  to  be  crossed  above  ere  the  army  oould  be  established 

on  the  Bouth  of  Toulouse.  To  impose  that  march  had  been 

Soult's  objeet^  and  Us  amy  was  disposed  in  the  following 

order  to  render  it  disastrous. 

Reille  defended  St  Cypnen  with  Taupin  s  and  Maian- 
sin's  divihions. 

Daricau  s  diyiaiim  lined  the  canal  on  the  north  from  i<» 
junctioii  with  the  Garonne  to  the  road  of  Alby,  defending 

the  bridge-head  of  Jumcaux,  the  convent  of  the  Minimes, 
and  the  Matabiau  bridge. 

IL'irispe's  division  held  the  Mont-Bave,  his  right  being 
at  St  Sypiere,  his  centre  at  the  Golombette,  about  whioh 
Vial's  hoBMmen  were  also  ooUeoted  ,  his  left  looked  dowTi 
the  road  of  Alby,  having  in  fiont  a  detached  eminence 
within  cannon-shot  caiied  the  Hili  of  Pugade,  occupied  by 
St  Pol's  brigade. 
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Soult'?  remaining  ditmoDB  were  in  culumna  behind  the 

'Tit -Rave, 

ThM  order  of  bttUe  lonned  in  Mflb  side  about  tn 
mlm  long,  tiie  tfiex  towaids  the  Albj  road  hmg  comad 

by  the  Piii.^(le  LilL 

Wellington  made  the  fuUowing  dispositioDS  of  Attick  £or 
the  lOth.  Uill  to  menace  6t  pjpikn»  aagmentbig  or 
abating  hie  eflbrii  aeoordmg  to  the  yngnm  of  tiie  mam 
battle.  The  third  and  ligbt  dtTurions  and  Freyre's 
Spaniards  to  move  afrain«t  the  northtni  front  ;  the  two 
first,  supported  by  Bock's  ca?ialiy,  were  to  menace  the  line 
of  canal  defended  by  Daiican — Pieton  al  the  htidgt  of 
Jmneanz  and  the  Hinimei — ^Alta  to  oonneet  him  witik 
Frcvre,  who,  reinforced  with  the  Portu<j:nese  artillery,  was 
to  carry  the  hill  of  Pugade  and  then  halt  to  cover  Bcres> 
ford'eoohmm.  Thialaati  cqmpoaedof  thefirarthandeizth 
diTiaioDfl  with  three  ballerioa,  mm  to  mofe  mmd  tlie  kft 

uf  the  Pu^rade,  and  along  the  low  gruunJ  betwetii  the  Mont- 
Rave  and  the  Era  until  the  rear  should  pass  the  road  of 
Latanr  in  the  centre^  when  it  was  to  wheel  into  tine  and 
attack  the  pfailfoim  of  8i  Sypien.  Freyie  waa  Aea  to 
ami!  that  of  Calvinet,  and  Ponsonby  g  drains  were  -to 
connect  that  general's  left  with  Berestord  s  column.  Meaii« 
while  Lord  Edwiurd  Bomenet's  hussars  and  Vinan'a  caTiby 
weie  to  aseend  both  banks  of  the  £n  in  obeemtioii  of 
Berton'f  eavaliy;  beeanae  the  hitter  oonld  by  the  bridges  of 
Bordes  and  Montaudran  pass  from  the  right  to  the  Itift 
bank,  destroy  the  bridges  and  fall  on  the  head  of  Berosfecd  s 
iioopB. 

BATTLE  OF  TOULOUSB. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  mornings  thf 
light  division  pasBed  the  Garonne  by  the  bxidge  at  Seilh, 
and  at  six  the  army  moved  to  the  attack.    Kcton  and 

Alton,  on  the  right  drove  the  French  posta  behiad  thd 


Digitized  by  Google 


* 


Booi^m.]  TOULOUSB,  APRIL,  1814.  537 

works  at  tlie  bridges  on  tke  cxuud.   Frejre,  marching  along 
Alby  load,  was  cannonaded  bj  St  Pol  until  he  paaaed 
a  small  atieam,  when  the  French  general,  following  his 

instmctions,  retired  to  the  works  on  tlic  Calvinet  plutform. 
The  Spaniards  were  thns  established  on  the  Piigade,  opposite 
the  apex  of  the  French  position^  which  the  Fortagoeee  gons 
cannonaded  heavily. 

Beresford,  preceded  by  the  hnssars,  marched  from  Croix 
d'Orade  in  three  columns  nbreast,  masked  by  the  Pugade 
until  he  entered  the  marshy  ground  ;  but  he  left  his  guns 
behind,  feaiing  to  engage  ^em  in  that  deep  and  difficult 
conntiy.  Beyond  the  Era,  on  his  left,  Vivian's  cavalry, 
now  under  Colonel  Arentschild,  drove  Berton's  horsemen 
back  &nd  over  the  bridge  of  Bordes,  which  the  1^'rench 
general  destroyed  with  difficnliy.  The  German  hnsaais 
then  gained  the  bridge  of  Montandran  higher  up,  though 
defended  by  a  detachment  scut  there  by  Ikrton,  who 
remained  in  position  near  the  bhdge  of  Bordes  looking 
down  the  left  of  the  Ers. 

Poring  these  opeiations  Freyie,  who  had  donanded  leave 
to  lead  the  battle  at  Calvinet,  from  error  or  impatience 
assailed  while  Beresford  was  still  in  march,  and  his 
Spaniards,  nine  thousand  strong,  advanced  in  two  lines 
and  a  reserve  with  great  resolution,  tbrowing  forward  their 
flanks  so  as  to  embrace  the  hill.  The  French  mnsketty 
and  great  guns  thinned  their  ranks  at  every  step,  but 
closing  upon  the  centre  they  mounted  the  ascent  under  a 
formidable  fire,  which  increased  in  vidence  until  their  right 
wing,  raked  also  from  the  bridge  of  Matabian,  became 
unable  to  endure  the  torment  and  the  leading  ranks  luudly 
jumped  for  shelter  into  a  hollow  road,  twenty-five  feet  deep, 
covering  this  part  of  the  French  intrenchments.  The  IcdOt 
wing  and  the  second  line  run  back  in  disorder,  the  Cantar 
brian  fusiliers,  under  Colonel  Leon  de  Sicilia,  alone  main- 
taining their  ground  under  cover  of  a  bank  which  protected 
them.   Then  the  French  came  leaping  out  of  their  works 
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with  ioud  cnefi,  and  lioing  the  edge  af  the  hollow  r  ^i  l 
poured  an  inoemti  stream  of  ahot  upon  the  helple^  oxom^ 
in  th0  gdf  belMT,  wUle  »  hMetj  fnm  Hit  Maldbin, «» 
stnieted  to  rain  tiM  hollow,  mi  Ha  htiUbB  finaa  flttdc  t» 

flank  hlAiuig  through  the  ^uiv^jdog  mMA  of  fl^^  aod 
bones. 

The  Spanish  generals  tallied  their  trs^  and  led  Am 
haek        tQ  the  Iwink  ef  the  filial  holhw  ^ 

ful  caniafje  below  and  the  unuiiti^^utnl  lire  in  front  tiiied 
tht:ii^  with  horror ;  again  they  fled,  and  again  ih^  F^godi 
bounding  fim  their  teenies  porsued,  while  ser^kl  hei^ 
taHona  sallying  fim  the  Matahian  and  Calnn^nlsott* 
lowed  them.  The  country  was  now  oovered  with  fiigitiTes, 
and  the  pursucw'  nuuiUera  and  vehemence  increased,  until 
Wellington  poshed  forward  with  Ponsonby's  caTalij  and 
the  leecife  aitillei7»  while  a  brigiide  el  the  light  diwiMn, 
wheeling  to  its  lea,  meoaeed  the  flank  of  tbe  Fronofa,  wk 
then  returned  to  the  Calvinet 

More  than  tit  un  u  hundred  Spaniards  had  boon  killed  or 
wounded,  and  their  defo^  was  not  the  only  nuifiurtniia 
For  Pictoni  legMdlfias  of  his  otdere,  wliiehy  his  temper  en 
such  occasions  being  known,  were  especially  given  both 
verbally  and  in  writing,  bad  turned  his  fake  attack  into  a 
real  one  against  the  bridge  of  Jnmeaux  ;  but  the  enemj, 
^ghting  ftma  a  woric  too  high  to  be  SDHoed  widiont  laddes 
and  approaohaUe  only  on  open  ground,  repulsed  him  with  a 
loiis  of  four  hundred  men  and  officers :  amongBt  the  latter 
Colonel  Forbes  of  the  4oth  was  killed,  and  General  Bris- 
bane was  wounded.  Thos  from  the  hill  of  Pagade  to  the 
Garonne  the  Freneh  had  Tindieated  their  position,  ike 
allies  ha<l  suffered  enonnously,  uiid  beyond  the  (iraromie, 
although  Hill  forced  the  exterior  line  of  intrencliments, 
the  inner  line»  mote  oontrsotod  and  strongly  fortified,  ooold 
not  be  stonned.  The  mnsketi^  now  sobsided  ton  a  time, 
yet  a  prodigious  cannonade  was  kept  up  along  the  French 
line,  and  by  the  allies  from  &L  Cyprien  to  where  the  artii- 
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lety  left  bj  Beresford  w9B,  in  oodo^  with  the  gang  on  iho 
Pi4;*ide»  powing  shot  iaoessuitlj  agiinst  the  Oalvinet  plat- 

htm :  injadioioiuiy  it  has  been  said,  because  the  ammnni- 
tion  thus  used  iV  r  a  st  (  (Hidury  object  was  aiterwardfi  wanted 
when  a  vital  advantage  might  have  been  gained. 

In  this  0tete  the  Yictoiy  depended  on  BerafiaEd'B  attack, 
and  from  Picton'a  eiwr  Wellington  had  no  raema  te 
enforce  the  decision  ;  for  the  light  divibiou  and  the  heavy 
cavalry  only  remained  in  hand,  and  weie  neoeesanly  re- 
tained to  cover  the  rallying  of  the  Spaniaidfli  and  protect 
the  artillery  employed  to  keep  the  enemy  in  ohedc  The 
crisis  therefore  approached  with  all  happy  promise  to  the 
Fr^cL  The  repnlse  of  Picton,  the  di^peisioa  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  the  strength  of  St  Oypcien,  enabled  Sonlt 
to  draw  Taapin'a  whole  diYimn  fimt,  and  then  one  cf 
Haransin's  brigades  from  that  quarter,  to  leiniforoe  his 
battle  on  Mont- Rave  ;  and  thus  three  divisions  and  the 
cavalxy,  in  all  fifteen  thousand  ccMnhatantSy  were  diBposable 
for  a  counter-attack.  With  this  mass  he  might  have  Men 
upon  Berestod,  whose  force,  originally  less  than  thirteen 
thuiLiuud  bayonets,  was  cmelly  reduced  as  it  made  slow 
way  for  two  miles  through  deep  ground^  crossed  and  tangled 
with  wateKxmiBes.  Ckmietimes  moving  in  mass^  sometimes 
fiUng  under  the  Fxeneh  musketry,  and  always  under 
fire  of  their  guns  without  one  to  reply,  the  length  of  the 
column  augmented  at  eveiy  step  and  irequ^t  halts  were 
neoessaiy  to  close  up. 

Between  the  river  and  the  heights  the  ground  became 
narrows  and  more  miiy  as  the  troops  advanced,  Berton's 
cavalry  was  a-head,  an  impassable  river  was  on  the  left, 
and  three  French  divisions  supported  by  artillery  and 
horsemen  ovenhadowed  the  right  flank  I  Meanwhile  Soult» 
eyeing  this  terrible  maieh,  had  carried  Taupin's  division 
to  the  platform  of  St.  Sypiere,  supimrting  it  with  one  of 
D  Armagnac's  brigades,  and  now»  alter  a  short  hortative, 
oideied  Tanpinto&Uon>  while  a  rqpment  of  Vial's  cavaby 
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descended  the  Lavaur  road  to  intercept  Beresford's  rutreat, 
and  Berton's  honemen  awiiled  ih  flank  from  the  bridge 
^  Boidet.   But  thiB  wm  not  half  itie  fom  which  ni^ 

Lave  boon  employed.    Taupin's  artillery,  retarded  in  its 
march,  was  suii  m  the  streets  of  Toul  us. ,  and  that 
general,  instead  of  attacking  frankly,  waited  until  BerealSocd 
had  completed  hie  flank  maich  and  fonned  hia  lines  at 
the  foot  of  the  heights.    Then  tiie  Freneh  in&ntry  ponied 
duuii  tiie  hill,  but  some  well-directed  rwketf?,  whose  noise 
and  dreadful  aapeot  were  unknown  before,  duunajad  hii 
ioldieiB ;  whempon  the  Biitish  skinniahen  nmning  ibr- 
wardfl  plied  them  with  a  biting  fire,  Lambert's  brigade  of 
the  sixth  division,  iiiJul  by  Anson's  and  some  pro\'isiyjiai 
battalions  of  the  fourth  diTision,  followed  with  a  terrible 
shoQt,  and  the  French  taming  fled  to  Ihe  npper  groond. 
Vial's  horaemen,  trotting  down  the  Lmar  road,  had 
nirjin while  charired  the  riirht  flank,  but  BeresforJ's  second 
and  third  Une^  being  thrown  into  S(|uares  repulsed  them ; 
and  on  the  other  flank  Cole  had  been  so  sadden  hi  hia 
advance  thai  Berton's  cavakj  had  no  opportoni^  to 
charge.    Lambert  killed  Taupin,  wounded  a  general  of 
brigade,  and  without  a  tlicck  won  the  summit  of  the 
platform ;  his  skirmishers  even  pursued  down  the  roTene 
slopOi  while  Cole,  meeting  with  less  resistance,  had  still 
more  rapidly  gained  the  height  at  his  side :  so  complete 
was  the  route  that  the  two  redoubts  were  abandoned  from 
pnnic,  and  the  French  sought  shelter  in  iSacarin  aad 
(Jambon. 

Soolt^  astonished  at  this  weakness  in  troops  from  whom 

he  had  expected  so  mueh  and  who  hiul  but  just  befi^ro 
given  liim  assurances  oi  their  ri^olution  and  confidence, 
was  now  in  fear  that  Beresford  woald  seiie  the  bridge  of 
the  Demoiselles  on  the  canal,  and  gain  the  sooth  side  of 
Toolonse.  Wherefore,  covering  the  flight  as  he  could  with 
Vial's  cavalry,  he  hastily  led  D'Armagnac's  other  brigade 
to  Sacarin,  checked  the  British  skirmishers  and  rallied  the 
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fugitives;  Taupin's  guns  arrived  from  the  town  at  the 
same  moment,  and  the  mischief  being  ihiiB  stayed  a  part 
of  Travot's  conscripts  mored  to  the  bridge  of  the  Demoi- 
selles. This  new  order  of  battle  required  fresh  dispositions 
for  attack,  but  the  indomitable  courage  of  the  British 
soldiem  had  decided  the  first  great  crisis  of  the  fi^t»  and 
ma  still  bnoyani  Lambert's  brigade  wheeled  to  its  right 
across  the  platform,  menacing  the  French  left  flank  on 
the  Calvinet  platform,  while  Pack's  Scotch  brigade  and 
Douglas's  Portuguese,  composing  the  second  and  third 
lines  of  the  sixth  division,  formed  on  his  right  to  march 
against  the  Oolombette  redoubts.  Then  also  Arentschild's 
cavalry  came  dr>\vn  from  the  bridge  of  Montaudran  on  the 
Ers  river,  round  the  south  end  of  the  Mont-llave,  where 
in  conjunction  with  the  skirmishers  of  the  fourth  division 
it  again  menaced  the  bridge  of  the  Demoiselles. 

Entirely  changed  now  was  the  aspect  and  funn  of  the 
battle.  The  French,  thrown  entirely  on  the  defensive, 
occnpied  three  sides  of  a  sqnare.  Their  right,  extending 
fiom  Sacarin  to  the  Calvinet  platform,  was  dcsdy  menaced 
by  Lambert,  solidly  established  on  tlu  >St.  Sypiere,  and 
the  redoubts  of  Colombette  and  Augustines  were  menaced 
by  Pack  and  Douglas.  But  the  left,  thrown  back  to 
the  Matabiao,  awaited  a  renewed  attack,  and  the  whole 
position  was  very  strong,  not  exceeding  a  thonsand  yards 
on  each  side  with  the  angles  defended  by  formidable  works. 
•  The  canal  and  the  city  furnished  a  refuge,  while  the 
Matabiaa  on  one  side,  Sacarin  and  Cambon  on  the  other, 
insured  retreat* 

In  this  contracted  space  were  concentrated  Vial  ^  caMiliy, 
Viliatte's  division,  one  brigade  of  Maransin  s,  another  of 
D'Annagnac's,  and  the  whole  of  Harispe's  division,  except 
the  regiment  driven  from  the  Sypiere  redonbt  The  vio- 
tory  was  therefore  still  to  be  contended  for,  and  with 
apparently  inadequate  means ;  for  on  the  right  Picton  was 
pandyied  by  Damcan,  the  Spaniards  not  to  be  depended 


I  tkcre  TODaiMi  adj  the 


onder  pttin  of  hmg  wiifcowt  a  icKJie  in  die  erent    :  a 


At  Ml^pMl  two  o'ckeic  ficraM  nMHod  Ae  ael« 


Lavanr  rotA  on  Lan.'  lii's  ri^ht,  thcv  had  hem  protwted 


tlid  ateep  kmks  of  tiie  md,  under  a  mrtm^  «f 
nd  omdceliy*  ^  earned  aQ  the  Fnoeli  hrmnA 

works,  the  Oloinbette  and  Atusrugtine  ped<mbtB  being  iixken 


aotkiB  whm  the  loof>e  atta<:k  imposed  by  the  pToand  ii 

tnl  IhfoDging  mill  of  tto  BrMi,  eane  back  with  a 

reflux,   their  cannonade  was  incessant,   their  reserves 


Tigonr,  Mmnnded  tlie  vedosbli  wA  m  torging  awJtitoiie, 

broke  into  the  Coloml>ctte,  killed  or  w-  nnded  foxir-fifths 
of  the  42Dd,  and  retook  the  Augustine  also ;  but  then 
the  11th  and  9l8t  regiineiils  oame  uf  and  the  Fvewk 
agiin  abandoned  those  wotke ;  yet  eo  mttiy  of  the  nUm 

had  fallen  that  they  appeared  to  be  bat  a  thin  line  of 
fikirmishers. 

Borne  British  cavalry,  riding  up  from  the  low  ground,  now 
aHeupled  to  <diaige9  hot  were  stopped  by  a  deep  IiqUow 
road,  into  wImIi  sefml  troopeit  ftQ  and  tfieie  perished. 

The  rombat  abont  the  redoubts  continued,  yet  the  French 
though  most  numerottfl  never  coold  retake  the  Platforaa ; 


and  when  Harispe  and  General  Baorot  had  Idha  due 
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guouAj  wounded,  drew  off  by  ihmt  xij^t  to  Sacariiiy  and 

Dunng  this  contest  the  SpaniaidB  bad  a^n  attacked 
tbe  Calvinet  platfonn  from  Pugade  hill,  but  were  nc^in 
put  to  flight ;  the  French  thus  remained  masters  of  their 
intmohnHiits  m  Aat  qoutm^  mi  Beresfotd  baited  to 
Teferm  bia  bsttie  and  leceiTe  bis  artiHerj,  wUob  oame  to 
him  indeed,  yet  with  great  difficulty  and  little  ammunition, 
firom  the  heavy  cannonade  it  had  preYiousljr  furnished. 
fiofPafWy  Soull,  aaeiiig  ibe  Spaonaid^  Bupported  by  tbe 
fight  diwon,  bad  tallied  »  fMirtb  thne ;  tbat  Fioton  again 
menaced  tbe  bridge  of  Jnmeaux  and  the  Minime  conrent ; 
and  that  Beresford,  master  of  three-fonrths  of  Mont-Rave, 
was  now  ready  to  advanoe  along  the  sommit,  relinqniflhed 
the  Calvinet  pkttem  mtiiAj,  and  witbdiew  about  fife 
o'dotk  bdund  the  eanal,  stiD  boidbg  Saoarin  and  0am- 
bon.    Wellinf^on  was  then  master  of  the  Mont-Rave, 
and  so  ended  the  battle  of  Tonlonse,  in  which  the  French 
had  fire  giMiab,  and  about  three  tbonsand  men  killed  or 
wovnded,  and  tbey  lost  a  gon.  Tbe  allies  lost  fonx  generabr 
and  more  than  four  thousand  six  hundred  men  and  officers, 
two  thousand  being  Spaniards.    A  lamentable  spilling  of 
bloody  and  uaden,  for  beim  tbia  period  Napoieon  bad 
abdiented  tbe  tbrane  of  Fianoe  and  a  provisional 
2nent  was  oonstitnted  at  Paris. 

Paring  the  night  Soult  replaced  the  ammunition  ex- 
pended in  tbe  actioni  reorganized  and  angmented  bia  field 
artillery  from  the  anenal  of  Tonkmae,  and  made  dispo- 
sitions for  fighting  the  neit  morning  behind  the  canal, 
liooking  however  to  a  final  retreat,  lie  wrote  to  Suchet  to 
inform  him  of  the  result  of  the  contest,  and  proposed  a 
oomlniied  plan  of  operations  iUnatnKm  of  tte  finoneas 
and  pertinacity  of  bis  temper.  **  Maieb,''  said  be,  with 
whole  of  your  forces  by  Quillan  upon  Carcassonne.  I 
inll  meet  you  there  with  my  army,  we  can  then  retake  the 
jnituilory  nummenti  tnnafBr  ibe  seat  of  war  to  the  Upp«B 
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Gamne,  and  holding  <m  by  die  moimteuiB  oompel 

cneiri}  i>j  recall  his  troops  from  BordLuux,  wliich  will  qu~ 
Decaen  to  rtcover  that  citj  aad  make  a  diversion  in 

On  the  moining  of  the  11th  he  was  again  ready^  but 
Wellington  was  not  The  French  position,  within  mosket- 
shot  of  the  city  whIIh,  was  still  inexpugnable  on  the 
n<ffthem  and  eastern  fronts;  the  oonqueetof  Mont-Bave 
vas  only  a  preliminaiy  slop  to  the  passage  of  the  caml 
and  thraring  of  the  anny  <m  the  sonth  side  of  the  town, 
which  was  a  pjeat  matter,  requiring  fresh  dispositions,  and 
provisiou  ot  ammunition  only  to  be  obtained  fsom  the  pace 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Garonne.  Henoe^  to  accelente  the 
preparations,  to  aaoertain  Hill's  state,  and  giire  him  farther 
instructions,  Wellintrton  repaired  on  the  11th  by  Seilh  to 
6l  Cjprien ;  but  the  day  was  spent  before  the  airangc- 
ments  for  the  passage  of  Uie  canal  oonld  be  oompleiedy  and 
the  attack  was  therefore  defened  until  daylight 

Meanwhile  the  light  cavalry  were  sent  up  the  canal,  to 
interrupt  the  connnunications  with  Suchet  and  menace 
Soult's  retreat  on  Carcassonne.    Tlieir  appeaianoe  on  the 
heights  above  fiaaege,  together  with  the  preparations  in 
front,  tanght  Soolt  he  would  soon  he  drat  np  in  Tonlouse 
instead  of  fighting ;  wherefore,  leavinjr  eight  pieces  of  kcav  v 
artillery,  two  generals,  Harispe  being  one,  and  sixteen 
hnndred  men  whose  wounds  were  severe,  to  tbe  hnmanity 
of  the  conquerors,  he  filed  out  of  the  city  with  snrpriEiDg 
order  and  ahilitv,  miule  a  forced  march  of  twentv-two 
miles,  cut  the  bridges  over  the  canal  and  the  Upper  Ers, 
and  the  12th  established  his  army  at  Villefiranche.  Hill 
followed,  and  at  Bai^ge  the  light  cavalry  heat  the  PreaaA 
with  the  loss  of  twenty-five  men,  cutting  off  a  like  uunibci 
of  gensd'arraes  on  the  side  of  Revel. 

Now  Wellington  entered  Toulouse  in  triamphi  the  white 
flag  was  displayed,  and,  as  at  Bordeaux,  a  great  crowd  of 
persons  adopted  the  Bourbon  cdonrs ;  but  the  mayor,  f aitLf ixi 
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to  his  flOTereign,  retired  with  the  French  axmy ;  and  the 
British  general)  troe  to  his  honest  line  of  policy,  again 

waraed  the  Bourbonirfts  tluit  their  revolutionary  movement 

It-" 

must  be  at  tiicir  own  ridk.    lu  the  afternoon  kuwever  two 
officers,  the  Endish  colonel  Cooke  and  the  French  colonel 
St  Simon,  arrived  from  Paris,  cfaaiged  to  make  known  to 
the  armies  the  abdication  of  Napoleon.    They  bad  been 
detained  near  Blois  by  the  officiouBnef^s  of  the  police  at- 
tending the  court  of  the  Empress  Louisa,  and  the  blood 
of  eight  thonsand  biaTe  men  had  oYerflowed  the  Mont- 
Rave  in  oonseqnenoe:  nor  did  their  anriTai  immediately 
pnt  a  stop  to  the  war.    When  St.  Simon,  in  pursuance  of 
his  mission,  reached  Souit's  quarters  on  the  ISth,  that 
marshal,  not  without  just  canse,  demurred  to  his  authority, 
and  proposed  to  suspend  hostilities  until  authentic  informa- 
tion could  be  obtained  from  the  ministers  of  the  emperor : 
then  sending  all  his  incumbrances  l)v  the  canal  to  Carcas- 
flonne,  he  took  a  position  of  observation  at  Casteinaudary 
and  awaited  the  progress  of  events.   Wellington  refused  to 
acoede  to  his  proposal,  and  as  General  Loverdo,  command- 
ing at  Montauban.        acknowledged  the  authority  of  the 
provincial  government,  he  thought  Soult  designed  to  make 
a  civil  war  and  therefore  marched  against  him.   The  1 7th 
the  outposts  were  on  the  point  of  engaging,  when  the  Duke 
of  DiUmada,  having  then  received  official  information  from 
the  chief  of  the  emperor's  staff,  notified  his  adhesion  to  the 
new  state  of  affairs  in  France  ;  but  with  this  honourable 
diBtinetion,  that  he  had  fUthfdly  SQstamed  the  cause  of  his 
great  monarch  until  the  very  last  moment* 

Lord  WclliiiL{ton  instantly  transmitted  the  intelligence 
to  the  troops  at  Bayonne.    Too  late.    Misfortune  and 

•  Sonlt  bat  ben  foaUy  and  tthOf  toooaed  cf  llgbtiiig  «t  Tooloiite 
knotrfng  tlwt  Ili0  war  was  ovar.  Tbia  abndar  waa  npatlad  bf  Lord 
Atadean  in  tha  Homa  of  Lorda,  wb«n  tliB  Manbal  waa  BBbiBCar  ia 
pMoa ;  hot  tiia  Doka  of  Walliii(too,  with  a  s^'^'^  warmth  raae  and 
tnOf  dedaiad  that  Soult  did  not  know,  and  it  waa  impoaalble  he  mid 
linow  of  the  Emperor'a  abdication  when  ba  foagbt  the  battle. 
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suffering  \m\  fallen  upon  one  of  the  brighietit  suidiei^  uf 
the  Bxitisk  amy. 

8ALLT  FBOM  BATOMNB. 

During  the  progress  of  the  main  army  in  the  interior. 

General  Hope  had  conducted  the  investiiieiit  of  Bayonne 
with  aU  the  unremitting  vigilance  that  difficult  operation 
required*  He  had  gathered  gabions  and  fascines  and 
pbtfonna,  and  nas  ready  to  attack  the  citadel  whea 
nmonn  of  the  events  at  Paris  reabhed  him,  yd  indirectly, 
and  without  any  official  character  to  warrant  u  furmal 
communication  to  the  garrison.  He  made  them  known 
indeed  at  the  outposts,  but  to  such  insular  communica- 
tions^ wiiich  might  be  intended  to  deoeivey  the  govenuir 
natually  paid  little  attention.  At  this  time  the  fortified 
posts  at  St  Btienne  were  held  by  a  brigade  of  the  fifth 
division,  and  from  thence  to  the  extreme  right  the  e^ards 
had  charge  of  the  line,  one  company  being  in  tSt  Etiexme 
itselil  Hinuber's  German  brigade  was  encamped  as  a 
sappoirt  to  the  left^  the  remainder  of  the  fint  divisifni  was 
in  thenar. 

In  this  state,  al)out  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  tiie 
14th,  a  deserter  coming  over  gave  General  Hay,  who  com- 
manded the  outposts  that  nig^t,  an  exact  account  of  a 
projeoted  sally ;  the  geneial  not  speaking  French  sent  him 
to  Hinuber,  who  interpreted  the  man's  story  to  Hay,  put 
his  own  troops  under  arms,  and  transmitted  the  intelligence 
to  Hope.  It  would  appear  that  Hay,  perhaps  diBbeiieving 
the  man's  story,  took  no  additional  precautions,  and  it  is 
probable  neither  the  German  brigade  nor  the  reserves  of 
the  goardB  would  have  been  under  arms  bat  for  Hinnber. 
However,  at  three  o'clock,  the  French,  commencing  with  a 
t'aUe  attack  on  the  loft  of  the  A  dour  as  a  blind,  poured 
suddenly  out  of  the  citadel  to  the  number  of  three  thousand 
combatants  y  they  surprised  the  picquctSy  and  with  loud 
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shouts,  breaking  thiougfa  the  chain  of  posts  at  vanous 
points,  earned  with  one  rosh  the  choich  and  the  Tillage 
of  Si  Etienne,  with  exception  of  a  fortified  hoiuie  defended 

hy  Captain  Forster  of  the  38th.  Masters  of  every  other 
part,  and  overbearing  all  before  them  they  drove  picquets 
and  sapports  in  heaps  along  the  Pesyrehmde  road^  killed 
General  Hay,  took  Colonel  Townsend  of  the  gnaids  pri- 
soner, divided  the  wings  of  the  investing'  troops,  and  passing 
in  rear  of  the  right  threw  tlie  whole  line  into  oonfasion. 
Then  it  was  that  Hinnber,  having  his  Germfms  in  hand, 
moved  np  to  Btienne,  rallied  some  of  the  fifth  division,  and 
being  joined  by  a  battalion  of  Bradford's  PortngueBehrayelj 
gave  the  couuter-stroke  to  the  enemy  and  regained  the 
village  and  church. 

On  the  light  the  eombat  was  still  more  disastrous. 
Ndiher  picquets  nor  reserves  oonld  sustain  the  fnry  of  the 
jiBsault  and  the  battle  was  most  confused  and  terrible  ;  for 
on  both  sides  the  troops,  broken  into  small  bodies  by  the 
indosures  and  unable  to  leoover  their  order,  came  dashing 
together  in  the  darkness,  fighting  often  with  Ae  bayonet, 
and  sometimes  Mends  encountered,  sometimes  foes — all 
was  tnmnlt  and  horror.  The  guns  of  the  citadel,  vafi^iely 
guided  bj  the  flashes  of  the  musketry,  sent  their  shot  and 
shells  booming  at  random  through  tiie  lines  of  fight,  and 
some  gun-boats  dropping  down  the  river  opened  their  fire 
upon  the  Hank  of  the  supporting  columns,  which  being 
put  in  motion  by  Hope  on  the  Brst  alarm  were  now  coming 
Qp.  One  hundred  pieces  of  artillery  were  in  full  play  at 
once,  the  shells  set  fire  to  the  ftseine  depAts  and  to 
several  houses,  and  the  flames  cast  a  horrid  glare  over  the 
striving  uiaiidts. 

Amidst  this  confusion  General  Hope  suddenly  disap- 
peared^  none  knew  how  or  wherefore  at  the  time.  Aftar- 
waids  it  heoame  known,  that  having  bronglit  up  the  reserves, 
he  had  pushed  for  St.  Etienne  hy  a  hollow  road  behind  the 
line  of  picquets ;  but  the  i^'rench  were  on  both  banks^  and 
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when  he  ondojivoun  d  to  return  he  wa^s  wounded,  and  la 
horse,  a  Wge  uuu,  was  necessary  to  sustain  the  gi^ntic 
warrior,  liavinp  nomed  eight  ballots  fell  on  hiB  leg.  His 
followon  had  then  escaped  fnm  the  defile,  but  two  of  than, 
Oqytain  Ilerries  and  Mr,  Horn,  nephew  to  Sir  Joha  MooC) 
returned  and  (■ndo:kv..un'd  to  draw  him  from  V>«.noat]!  the 
hofsc.  They  were  however  both  daiiicc  rously  wounded 
earned  off,  mi  Hope  wis  again  badly  hurt  in  the  foot  by 
an  En^^iah  bullet 

Li;rht  was  now  becrinuin^'  U>  breuk  nnd  enabled  thealti* 
to  act  with  more  unity.    The  Germans  were  in  possesfflon 
of  St.  Etienne,  the  leaerve  brigades  of  the  foot  guards,  ral 
bed  in  maas  bj  Oenend  Howard,  auddeoly  laiaed  tiMir 
about,  and  running  in  upon  the  Frencb  droTo  ih«n  back  to 
their  works  with  such  slauL'liter  that  their  own  writers 
admit  a  loss  of  one  general  and  more  than  nine  hundred  ^ 
men.   On  tiie  Biitiab  aide  General  Haj  was  killed,  Stof- 
Ibid  wounded,  and  the  whole  km  waa  eight  himdnd  | 
and  thirty  men  and  officers,  uf  which  more  than  two  hun- 
dred, with  the  oommaDder-in-chiet,  were  taken.  Gaptaui 
Foiater  s  firm  defence  of  the  fortified  lionae  first,  and  next 
the  ready  gallantry  with  whieb  Hinnber'a  Oennana  retook  | 
St.  Eticnnc  had  staved  off  a  very  terrible  disaster.  i 

A  few  (lays  alter  this  piteous  event  the  convention  ui^  i 
with  Soult  l>ocame  known  and  hosUIities  ceaaed. 

All  the  French  troope  in  the  aonth  were  tlienrmgRDiM^ 
in  one  body  nnder  Snohet,  bat  so  little  inclined  to  aoqineeer 
in  the  revolution,  that  Prince  Polignac,  acting  for  tl 
duke  of  Angouieme,  applied  to  the  BritiBh  commissaQ- 
genend  Kennedy  for  a  enm  of  money  to  qniet  them. 

The  Portngneae  aoldiers  retomed  to  Portugal.  The 
Spaniards  to  Spain.  Their  generals,  it  is  said,  were  lu- 
clined  to  declare  for  the  Cortez  against  the  king,  but  wen 
diyerted  from  it  by  the  intiuence  of  Lord  WellingtoiL 

The  firitiah  inbntry  embarked  at  Bordeaoz,  some  fat 
America,  some  for  Engknd ;  the  caTalry,  marching  through' 
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Fiance,  took  ahippiog  at  Boulogne.  Thus  the  war  ter- 
minated,  and  with  it  all  lemenilinuioe  of  the  yeteiana' 
serviceB. 

Yet  those  veterans  had  won  ninetctu  pitched  battles  and 
innumerable  combats ;  had  made  or  sustained  ten  sieges 
and  taken  four  great  fortrasBes ;  had  twice  expelled  the 
Ffench  ftom  Portugal,  once  from  Spain ;  had  penetiated 
Fiance,  and  killed  wonnded  or  captaied  two  hundred 
thousand  enemies — leaving  of  their  own  number  forty 
thousand  dead,  whose  bones  whiton  the  plains  and  moan- 
tains  of  the  Peninsula* 
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